
Captain R. L. Bowman, U. S. Navy, Commanding Officer of the ESSEX during the final 
assaults against the Japanese Efhpire "there will be no routine General Quarters on 
the way home" "there will be lots of leave and liberty . 
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HOME IS THE SAILOR, 
HOME FROM THE SEA 

T h e long days at s e a a r e ended . Only 
in r e s t l e s s d r e a m s we wi l l h e a r "Se t 
Condi t ion One in the Gunne ry D e p a r t m e n t " 
o r " P i l o t s , m a n your p l a n e s " . We a r e 
on the way back . 

As t h e y e a r s lead u s ' o r w a r d m e m o r y 
wi l l , with i n c r e a s i n f f ondnes s , r e c a l l the 
s h i p m a t e s who p r o v e d t h e i r wor th at Rab-
au l , T r u k , the length and b r e a d t h of the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , at T a r a w a , Iwo J i m a , Okinawa 
and on to the h e a r t of the E m p i r e . T h o s e 
who flew in p l a n e s ar.d fought t h e m , t h o s e 
who kept t h e m flying, t h o s e who fought 
the s h i p s , t h o s e who p e r f o r m e d the count
l e s s d u t i e s that enab led t h e sh ip to m a k e 
a mighty r e c o r d , a l l t h e s e have m a d e the 
ESSEX g l o r i o u s . All of u s a r e s h a r e 
h o l d e r s in the f ame of the Mighiy E . 

Y e s , we a r e one the way back . Back to 
w i v e s , s w e e t h e a r t s , c h i l d r e n , p a r e n t s , 
and f r i e n d s . B a c k to the ways of p e a c e 
Yet we can n e v e r go b a c k , only f o r w a r d . 
We wi l l not find cond i t ions jus t a s we left 
t h e m . T h e b u i l d i n g s , the land, the t r e e s 
wi l l s t i l l be t h e r e , but we cannot e x p e c t to 
find people unchanged . T h o s e with whom 
we w o r k e d and p l ayed , many will not be 
t h e r e ; o t h e r s wi l l have devoloped new 
f r i e n d s , new i n t e r e s t s , d i f fe ren t h a b i t s . 
Even we o u r s e l v e s wil l not be qui te t he 
s a m e . Men who have had to face the p r o 
bab i l i ty of dea th day a f t e r day , week a f t e r 
week , wi l l a l w a y s look at life t h r o u g h dif
fe ren t e y e s . T h e n o r m a l man wi l l have a 
k e e n e r a p p r e c i a t i o n of the v a l u e s tha t 

c o n t r i b u t e t o l i fe . He wi l l a p p r e c i a t e 
many k ind ly , t r u e , and beaut i ful in f luences 
he had, b e f o r e the w a r , t aken for g r a n t e d . 
T h e n e a r - n e u r o t i c s wi l l t r y to m a k e the 
wor ld give t h e m a l iving, wi l l m o r e and 
m o r e t end to l ive in t he p a s t n u r s i n g t h e i r 
g r i e v a n c e s , p a t h e t i c c r e a t u r e s who won a 
w a r and los t t h e i r s o u l s . 

S h i p m a t e s , we cannot go back , only f o r 
w a r d . All of us having a lot of l iving yet 
to do . We can m a k e the y e a r s ahead 
g r e a t in a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , r i c h in s a t i s 
fac t ion . We had what it t a k e s t o win 
a tough w a r , we cannot fail to win our p e r 
sona l v i c to ry when we r e t u r n to t he .ways 
of p e a c e . " 

May you a l l be b l e s s e d with tha t inner 
s t r e n g t h and p e a c e which the wor ld can 
n e i t h e r give nor t a k e away . 

Chap la in Vic tor H. Morgan , s e n i o r ESSEX 
P a d r e , wil l s e e h is family soon. M r s . Morgan 
and t h r e e c h i l d r e n , Ga i l , 9. H e n r y , 6, and 
M i c h a l l , 3 , awai t h is a r r i v a l at Or inda ,Cal i f . 
V e t e r a n of two wor ld w a r s the P a d r e was a 
field a r t i l l e r y m a n m the las t w a r g e t s 
k idded about h is swim on the f o r e c a s t l e when 
Jap n e a r - m i s s flooded the bow with de luge of 
w a t e r . T h e s t o r y goes that he thought he was 
knocked into ocean and was s e e n f ran t i ca l ly 
t ry ing to s w i m . 

Hf TRIED TO Mitt h PIH IN HlOUbblE !f 

C o m m a n d e r L . O. MATHEWS, J r . , f o r 
m e r Ai r Off icer , c l i m b s the l adde r a n o t h 
e r r ung a s he t a k e s (Tver a s E x e c u t i v e Of 
f i ce r . 

C o m m a n d e r S. C. STRONG, f o r m e r E x 
ecu t ive Off icer , p r e p a r e s to l eave for N . 
A. S. At lan ta , G e o r g i a , w h e r e he wi l l a s 
s u m e his new du t i e s a s C o m m a n d i n g Of-
i c e r . 



G E M S A L O N G T H E W A Y T O V I C T O R Y 

P a g e 3 

t 0 achie u s all i n 

.0{your fleet " " • " i c e anrt f ">to th 
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into those waters. In addit - . . .nee and supreme seamanship of your 

The Commander in Chief. Pacific Fleet des ires to express to all the officers and men of the fleet, his nride and gratitude for the courageous and agressive manner in which they have done their utmost to destroy the enemv in the recent fighting in the Pacific. To those who have fought in the air on the and hi oZ submarines "Well Done". To those brave men who have gallently given their lives ve victory for our country our reverent and lasting respect. Their high example will inspire the completion of our task of destroying the enemys of the United States.. * " 
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3 an e^e^iytCW*' Yesterday's action and that of the day before made history that will stand in the annals of the American Navy as long as there i s a Navy. This Task Group bore the brunt of the enemy's all out air attack and wiped out the cream of his carrier and shore based air. During and following this and in spite of the loss of the daring and gallant Princeton we contributed our share with the other Task Groups of its major portion. With justifiable pride in the forces under my command, I say "Well Done" which words seem inadequate to express what is in my heart . 

FREDERICK C. SHERMAN 
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This has been a hard and historic operation. At t imes you have been driven almost beyond 
endurance but only because the stakes were high. The enemy was as weary as you were, and the 
l ives of many Americans would be spared in later offensives if we did our work well now. We 
have driven the enemy off the sea and back to his inner defenses. I am s o proud of you that no 
words can express my feelings. Superlatively "Well Done" HALSEY 



P a g e 4 

Vexing p r o b l e m s of log i s t i c s a r e so lveo 
a b o a r d the ESSEX as the e n t i r e sh ip s 
company " t u r n s to with the Supply 
D e p a r t m e n t OU X ROVING 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Sea -going Mar i - ke p r i d e in t h e i r 
equ ipmen t . Cp . Roy b r o u s s a r d of Lafaye t t e , 
L a . , Sgt . Anc . e w Yurko of Sha ron , P e n n a . , 
and P F C Alber t F . Gurback of P a i n e s v i l l e , 
Ohio , put th i s 40MM in o r d e r from which Jap 
a n e s e p l a n e s have felt the thud of hot s t e e l 
in t e n s e m o m e n t s of ba t t l e 

T h e F a n t a i l is manned g r a c i o u s l y to r e c e i v i 
Uncle S u g a r m a i l f rom d e s t r o y e r . H e r e , S i c 
John Dan lwicz , New B r i t o n , Conn . , S i c R o b e r t 
M o s e s , N e o d e s h a , K a n s a s , and Coxswa in Allen 
R. S c r o g g i n s , C o l u m b u s , G e o r g i a , do the honors 
while Chief Boa t swa in G. L . P a r k e r , San Diego. 
Ca l i fo rn ia c a l l s t he s c o r e . Lt(jg) C . E . S u m m e r s , 
Opel ika , Ala . , (in background) t r i e s to pawn 
g u a r d m a i l . 

F o r m e r l y p roduc t ion m a n a g e r of WMRM. 
M a r i o n , Ohio , QM2c Lou T . M a r s h s t e e r s a 
s t r a i g h t c o u r s e . M r s . M a r s h and ch i ld ren 
Nancy , 6, J a m i e , 4 , and L o u i e , J r . , 2 , l ive in 
Marion.-

r u s t m a i l c a l l in s ix weeks found m a i l m e , . 
worki ig f eve r i sh ly . (L to R) H e r e , M a M l c C . 
C . Lynch, P i c k e n s , S.C. , MaM2c J . F . R a g e r , 
B e l m a r , N.J . , and S i c R. V. Hohens inne r , 
K a n s a s C i ty , K a n s a s a r e m a k i n g t h e i r c o n t r i 
but ion to a happy s h i p b o a r d l i fe . . 

ACMM, R .G . G r a v e s , Shevepor t , L a . bu i lds , 
m o r a l e in A i r D e p a r t m e n t . His s e n s e of hu
m o r h a s b r o k e n into BUCCANEER p a g e s many 
t i m e s f o r m e r r e s t a u r a n t o w n e r . Has son 
J a m e s C o n r a d , age 10 

* Im

probably m o r e re jo ice fu l in a p e r s o n a l way 
than anyone e l s e , that l eave i s in s ight for h is 
s h i p m a t e s , is Chief S p e c . W. B . T a y l o r , Hollow 
Rock , T e n n . . . . d e v o t e d m u c h t i m e and effort to 
r e c r e a t i o n p a r t i e s at Ulithi and Ley te in 
ba t t l e w i e l d s a 40MM g u n . . . . e a r n e d d e g r e e of 
M a s t e r of A r t s a t Peabody ; e a r n e d t i t l e of " b i g 
b r o t h e r b n the ESSEX. 

- r C o u r t e o u s and tactful i s S i c A. J. Cox , St. 
P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a . . . . g e t s i m p o r t a n t d i s 
p a t c h e s d e l i v e r e d on t i m e . . . . p l a n s t o b e 
c o m e a m e c h a n i c a l e n g i n e e r . 



The s i t ua t ion i s in doubt a s E n s i g n O.W. 
Donnelly of B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d , p a t r o n i 
z e s ESSEX c a f e t e r i a run by o f f i c e r ' s coon 
t h i r d c l a s s J. G , B a r k e r of S h e r m a n , T e x a s ; 
StM3c L . G. P i t t m a n , of Newpor t News .V . . . , 
ana S t M l c J. H a r r i s of C leve l and . Ohio . 

P a g e 5 

At home in S h i p f i t t e r s ' Shop, t h e s e meta i -
u r t i s t s keep the sh ip welded t o g e t h e r fo. 
long p e r i o d s at s e a . S F 2 c M . . h . REDWINE, 
Mayna rd , A r k a n s a s , t r i e s to convince M M l c 
D. G. P e t e r s o n , Salt Lake Ci ty , and S F l c G. 
W a r d , Nor th B l a t e , N e b r a s k a . W a r d p l a n s 
to go into the welding b u s i n e s s af ter the w a r . 

W a r t i m e t r a in ing wil l p r o v i d e so l id b a s h 
for r e g u l a r Navy c a r e e r plamned by G M l c 
J. H. Dean , C l a r e n d o n , A r k a n s a s . He s u r 
vived t h e ' f i r s t CT.S.S. WASP and is a plank 
owner of the U.S.S. ESSEX f i red into 30 
of 33 Jap p l a n e s downed by ESSEX. 

Senior p lank owner of the ESSEX C o m m a n d e r 
Henry P . W r i g h t . J r . , USNK, has been s a f e l y . " 
th rough all s e v e n h e l l s with the " f igh t inges t 
sh ip in the N a v y " se l a r e c o r d when he r e 
ce ived 23 d e s t r o y e r s a longs ide in one day d u r 
ing OKINAWA o p e r a t i o n . . . a s F i r s t L ieu tenan t , 
was c o m m e n d e d by A d m i r a l W. F . Halsey when 
the ESSEX r e s u m e d launching a i r c r a f t in hall 
hour a f t e r be ing hit by Jap s u i c i d e r . 

A good s h i p m a t e is Q M l c . L . A. Reed , 
D e a r h a r t , O r e g o n . . . . p l a n s to r e t u r n to 
c iv i l s e r v i c e and his family a f t e r w a r . . . 
has w r i t t e n s t o r i e s for p r e s s and BUCCA
N E E R . . . . p r o u d fa ther of two d a u g h t e r s , 
B a r b a r a Jean, 10, and P a t r i c i a May. 8. 

Navy e x p e r i e n c e will c o n t r i b u t e good 
judgment to the future law c a r e e r of PhM2c 
W. K. M c B r i d e , New Albany, Indiana . He 
p l a n s to s tudy at P u r d u e . 

R e c o r d i n g ESSEX war r e c o r d is the job of 
t h e s e p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s m a t e s . (L to R) S.J. 
Yish and R. J. Sul l ivan of B r i d g e p o r t . Conn. , 
and P . J. Madden of Bos ton , M a s s . 



" T H E R E I WAS " 
L ieu tenan t (now Lieu tenan t C o m m a n d e r ) T . H . Re idy , C o m m a n d i n g Officer of V B F - 8 3 , of 273 C e n t r a l 

Avenue , Highland P a r k , I l l i no i s , shows p i lo t s in h is squad ron how he shot down his t en th Jap p lane on the 
last day of the w a r , August 15. It was the l a s t Nip 10 feel the s t ing of an ESSEX p i l o t ' s guns , and that was 
only 30 m i n u t e s before r e c a l l . 

On hand to h e a r the C o m m a n d i n g Offiqer te l l n i s s t o r y a r e , Left to r i gh t : Lieutenant W . P . H a r r i s , 
W a l d r o n , A r k . , at L ieu tenan t R e i d y ' s e lbow; above h im , Ens ign Adolphe C. Le F e v r e , 4129 " M " S t r e e t , 
Ph i l ade lph ia , P a . ; Ens ign C h a r l e s L . Wilcox, 1013 Robinson S t r e e t , Knoxvi l l e , Iowa; and L ieu tenan t (jg) 
P e a r y D. Stafford, 1605 Al l i son S t r e e t , N.W. , Wash ing ton , D.C. 

P a r t l y hidden behind L ieu tenan t Reidy is L ieu tenan t H a r r y J a c o b s , 936 Morn ings ide Avenue , Jackson, 
M i s s . ; and above him is Ens ign H a r o l d A. Lloyd, 202 Wes t Suffolk, D a l l a s , T e x a s . Also pa r t l y hidden at 
top be s ide Ens ign Lloyd is L ieu tenant (jg) John C. M a r c i n k o s k a , 2135 Logan S t r e e t , M u r p h y s b o r o , I l l i no i s . 

B r e a k i n g into a huge s m i l e a s the C.O. t e l l s h is s t o r y is Ens ign Wi l l i am D. F a r n s w o r t h , Route 1, Box 
78, C h a n d l e r , A r i z o n a , and hands on hips looking a s if he w e r e about to explode with " I ' l l be d a r n e d , " is 
Ens ign T h e o r d o r e L . Andrew, A m i t y , P a . to the far r igh t is L ieu tenant (jg) Robe r t B . M o r r i s s e y , 4308 
Jackson B o u l e v a r d , C h i c a g o . 



P a g e 7 
"AND THEN I LET HIM HAVE I T . " 

C r e d i t for the l a s t enemy p lane to be 
shot out of the sky on the las t day of the 
war by a pi lot f rom t h i s c a r r i e r g o e s to 
L ieu tenan t (now L ieu t enan t C o m m a n d e r ) 
T . H . Re idy , 32 , C o m m a n d i n g Officer of 
V B F - 8 3 , t he c o r s a i r b o m b e r - f i g h t e r 
s q u a d r o n a t t a ched to th i s leading f la t top. 

a head l ine a t h l e t e in the Middle At lant ic 
d u r i n g h i s co l l ege d a y s , L ieu tenan t C o m 
m a n d e r Reidy did s o m e head l ine shoo t ing 
in the P a c i f i c . In t he th ick of the Okinawa-
Kyushu b a t t l e s e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r he had 
s c o r e d five Jap p l a n e s for his a c e r a t i n g . 
On August 15 he s c o r e d h is l a s t Nip and 
the l a s t one for t he v e n e r a b l e ESSEX to 
b r i n g h is s c o r e to an even t en . 

He was l ead ing the f i r s t flight f rom the 
ESSEX for a s t r i k e in the Tokyo a r e a 
e a r l y that m o r n i n g when they spo t t ed a 
M y r t about 50 m i l e s f rom s h o r e . One 
s e c t i o n of the g r o u p j e t t i s o n e d b o m b s and ' 
p e e l e d of to wish the Jap a w a r m "Good 
M o r n i n g . " It d id ' t t ake long to f in ish the 
job with L i eu t enan t C o m m a n d e r Reidy 
swooping in for t he k i l l . 

Dur ing t h e i r b r i e f ing the p i lo t s had been 
a d v i s e d to be on the a l e r t for a r e c a l l 
should the Japs m a k e up t h e i r m i n d s to 
hois t t he whi te f lag. But no w o r d had 
c o m e to t h e m o v e r the r a d i o s o they m a n 
e u v e r e d into a c loud fo rmat ion p r e p a r i n g 
to d e s c e n d on the t a r g e t . 

It was jus t 30 m i n u t e s af ter the ESSEX 
a c e had s p l a s h e d the Myr t and jus t when 
the a t t ack ing p l a n e s w e r e r eady to s p r a y a 
r a i n of l ead on the t a r g e t that they r e c 
e ived word to r e t u r n to t h e i r c a r r i e r , 
" T h e w a r w a s o v e r . " 

On t h e i r r e t u r n t r i p a f te r a l l b o m b s had 
been j e t t i s o n e d , t he p i lo t s p layed a round 
in the sky l ike in the old days when they 
w e r e c a r e f r e e c a d e t s back in the s t a t e s . 

They had s e t s o m e r e c o r d s in the Pac i f i c 
but w e r e g lad that it was a l l o v e r . T h i s 
s q u a d r o n led the l is t in combat t i m e , 
having flown 36,841.1 h o u r s . Dur in the 
Okinawa c a m p a i g n they r a i s e d the ESSEX 
one day to ta l f rom 68 1/2 Jap p l a n e s to a 
round 70 for a new sh ip r e c o r d . And th i s 
was done when the hunting w a s not as good 
a s in the days of the " M a r i a n a T u r k e y 
S h o o t , " n e a r l y a y e a r b e f o r e . 

With the t ens ion of w a r suddenly gone , 
t h e s e p i lo t s r e t u r n e d to t h e i r sh ip with a 
fee l ing of re l ief ; but ge t t ing into the l and
ing p a t t e r n L ieu tenan t C o m m a n d e r Reidy 
found he had one m o r e l i t t l e b a t t l e of h is 
own t o , fight tha t m o r i n g . T h e p l a n e ' s 
f laps wouldn ' t c o m e down into landing 
p o s i t i o n . 

Just in c a s e he should have s o m e t r o u 
b le which might d a m a g e the wel l w o r n f l i -
hgt deck and de lay the othe p i lo t s T h e 
s q u a d r o n C O . c i r c l e d unt i l h i s , w a s the 
l a s t p lane in the a i r . Dur in th i s t i m e he 
m a n a g e d to work the f laps down into pos -
i t ion and b rough t the c o r s a i r in for a 
n o r m a l landing . 

T h e p l ane was b rough t to a qu ick s t o p . 
After be ing r e l e a s e d f rom the a r r e s t i n g 
g e a r , the t r a f f i c d i r e c t o r gave h im the 
s i g n a l to t a x i f o r w a r d . E a s i n g the t h r o t t l e 
back a bit he wa i t ed for t he engine to 
swing , the p r o p a l i t t le f a s t e r . T h e r e was 
no r e a c t i o n . L ieu tenan t C o m m a n d e r Reidy 
g lanced a t the p r o p . It w a s going s l o w e r 

and s l o w e r and finally s topped . 
" I ^ u e s s t he a i r p l a n e knew the w a r w a s 

o v e r ' , he s a i d l a c o n i c a l l y , " B u t I did 
have a l i t t l e c a r b u r e t o r t r o u b l e dur ing 
the f i g h t . " 

A loud c h e e r went up f rom the c r e w 
a f t e r his engine quit and L ieu tenan t "Com -
m a n d e r Reidy was s t a r t l e d , th ink ing , 
some th ing was wrong . He soon l e a r n e d 
the c r e w had just been in fo rmed that h is 
l a s t p lane to land and that the w a r w a s 
o v e r . 

After m o r e than two y e a r s in t he heat 
of the Pac i f i c b a t t l e , the leading lady of 
the ESSEX c a r r i e r s was on he r way home 
in e a r l y S e p t e m b e r , c a r r y i n g a huge load 
of Navy m e n . Among them w e r e the 
m e m b e r s of Ai r Group 83 and the C. O. 
of the f i g h t e r - b o m b e r s q u a d r o n . 

Now his thoughts w e r e t u r n e d to his 
Highland P a r k , I l l ino i s , home w h e r e his 
wife , M r s . B a r b a r a Tennant Reidy and 
t h e i r two young s o n s , Dus t ine H. , 1 1/2 
y e a r s , and J a m e s T . , 6 m o n t h s , awai ted 

ESSEX P I L O T FIRST 
One of the s t r a n g e s t a i r - s e a r e s c u e 

s t o r i e s to c o m e out of th i s w a r o c c u r r e d 
in the c los ing days of the conflict nea r the 
Omina tu Naval B a s e at the n o r t h e r n end 
of Honshu Is land August 10. 

In an e x a g g e r a t e d view, the upper end 
of th i s Jap Is land looks l ike an e a g l e ' s 
beak , the ea t e r n p ro j ec t i on of land f o r m 
ing the c u r v e d po r t i on of the b i l l , ju t t ing 
n o r t h then suddenly w e s t w a r d at the upper 
end. A s t r i p of land a l s o p r o t e c t s the wes t 
end of the body of w a t e r and the N a v a l B a s e 
i s on the nor th s i d e of the bay. 

T h e s t o r y beg ins on the af te rnoon of 
August 9 when Lieu tenan t (jg) Vernon T . 
C o u m b e , V B F - 8 3 pi lot from the USS ESSEX 
dived his c o r s a i r on a f re ight t r a n s p o r t in 
the Ominatu Bay A r e a . After d ropping his 
500-pound bomb he was r e t i r i n g f rom the 
s c e n e when h i s p lane was hit by 25 MM 
f i r e f rom the e a s t s h o r e . T h e oi l coo l e r 
had been hit and the engine f roze . 

L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe d i t ched the p l ane 
five m i l e s sou th of the Omina tu B a s e , 
c l imbed into his raft and awai ted d e v e l o p 
m e n t s . Hoping for a r e s c u e m i s s i o n that 
a f t e rnoon , he held h i s pos i t ion aga in s t a 
s t r o n g wes t wind that t h r e a t e n e d to blow 
him to s h o r e . 

No help a r r i v e d that evening and dur ing 
the night he m a n a g e d to nap for about 45 
m i n u t e s . At 0300 when the e a s t e r n sky 
began to l ighten, the pi lot awoke to find he 
had d r i f t ed nea r ly seven m i l e s due e a s t 
and was within one m i l e off the s h o r e of 
N a k a n o s a w , a s m a l l f ishing v i l l age . 

A m i l e no r th of the vi l lage he spo t t ed a 
. ,*i beach with a s m a l l wooded a r e a be
hind it. Beyond the wooded a r e a was a 
r a i l r o a d t r a c k . L ieu tenan t (jg) C o u m b e 
paddled fur ious ly to r e a c h the beach , a r 
r i v ing on the s h o r e about half an hour lat
e r . 

Tak ing h is raf t into the wooded s e c t i o n 
which s t a r t e d about 100 feet beyond the 
b e a c h , he hid h imse l f and the equ ipmen t in 
t h e oak, s p r u c e and pine u n d e r b r u s h . He 
was half a s l e e p at 0600 only to be a w a k e n 
ed by a f a m i l i a r d ron ing sound; it was the 
f i r s t flight of c o r s a i r s f rom the ESSEX 
l edby L ieu tenan t Jack H . T r i p p , 35tt4 P a r k 

h is r e t u r n . They r e s i d e at 273 C e n t r a l 
Avenue . 

Gradua t ing with a B a c h l o r of S c i e n c e 
d e g r e e in b u s i n e s s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f rom 
Lehigh U n i v e r s i t y in 1935, L ieu tenan t 
C o m m a n d e r Reidy was employed in the 
s a l e s - e n g i n e e r i n g D e p a r t m e n t of the 
B e t h l e h e m Stee l C o r p o r a t i o n in Ch icago 
be fo re he went to the Navy t h r e e y e a r s 
a g o . 

As a half back he p layed t h r e e y e a r s 
of v a r s i t y football at Lehigh and was the 
f a s t e s t s p r i n t m a n in the league in 1934. 
He took the midd le a t lunt ic c h a m p i o n 
sh ip by c o v e r i n g the 100 -ya rd d a s h in 9 
4 / 5 s e c o n d s and the 220 in 21.6 s e c o n d s . 

But now the war is ove r and the C o m 
mand ing Officer V B F - 8 3 is back in the 
S ta t e s and once again is C o m m a n d i n g 
Officer of the T . H . Reidy househo ld? At 
home a c a p t a i n ' s inspec t ion undoubtedly 
c a r r i e d top p r i o r i t y b e c a u s e he had n e v e r 
s e e n h is younges t son who was b o r n 
while he was in the P a c i f i c . 

TO LAND ON HONSHU 

A F T E R THE RESCUE 
Lieu tenan t (jg) Vernon T . C o u m b e , 103 

Greenf i e ld Avenue , L o m b a r d , I l l i no i s , in 
the cockpi t of a C o r s a i r , f l a shes a s m i l e 
of genuine h a p p i n e s s a f te r having been 
r e s c u e d f rom u n d e r the nose of the J a p 
a n e s e out of Omina to Bay in N o r t h e r n 
Honshu . After a night on the i s l a n d , it 
took two King f i she r s to r e s c u e L ieu tenan t 
(jg) Coumbe in one of the s t r a n g e s t e x p e r 
i ences of the w a r but the job ended s u c 
ces s fu l ly . 

Ave . , R i v e r s i d e , Calif . , p roceed ing d i r e c t 
ly o v e r h e a d to the di tching pos i t ion of the 
day b e f o r e . 

T h e sun was too low to u s e a s igna l 
m i r r o r but L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe didn ' t 
need the s u n . He f i red a v e r y s t a r p i s to l 
and waved a whi te sca r f . He was spot ted 
by Ens ign Joseph W. Jones , 38 Nor th State 
S t r e e t , Salt Lake Ci ty , Utah , and the pos i 
t ion was r e l a y e d i m m e d i a t e l y back to the 
combat a i r p a t r o l . 

L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe aga in took to 
the w a t e r , paddl ing his raf t about 300 
y a r d s off s h o r e . He held th i s pos i t ion for 
t h r e e hou r s aga in s t the wind but could 
hold no longe r . He r e t i r e d to the s h o r e 
aga in watching f rom the nor th s i d e of the 
woods for a p o s s i b l e r e s c u e m i s s i o n , 
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T h e indomi tab le f loat ing a i r d r o m e , ' U .S .S . ESSEX, leading lady of the mighty c a r r i e r a r m a d a . 



P a g e S 

FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN P E A C E ! 

Aboa rd the USS ESSEX off Tokyo Bay 
S e p t e m b e r 3 , 1945, - - T h e i n d o m i t a b l e 
f loating a i r d r o m e , USS ESSEX,( not .he 
c l a s s but the indiv idual s h i p he r s e l f ) , d u b 
bed t h e " F l g h t i n g e s t sh ip in t he Navy " a s 
far back a s D e c e m b e r 1944, i s h o m e w a r d 
bound, a f t e r r e m a i n i n g in the comba t zone 
for s e v e n t e e n cont inuous m o n t h s - t he 
longes t unb roken p e r i o d for any c a r r i e r . 

H o v e r i n g off Tokyo with h e r c r e w a l e r t 
and her p l a n e s p o i s e d for ins tan t ba t t l e 

should the Japanese w a v e r , the ga l lant 
l ead ing lady of the mighty c a r r i e r fleet 
w i t n e s s e d the final s ign ing of the Nippon
e s e s u r r e n d e r then s e t he r c o u r s e toward 
the r i s i n g sun for a v i c t o r i o u s voyage to 
the Uni ted S t a t e s , the f i r s t big c a r r i e r to 
r e t u r n s i n c e the war ended . 

H e r f lag-s taf f was decked with b r igh t 
new ba t t l e c o l o r s s ignifying the v ic to ry 
o v e r a s a v a g e and t r e a c h e r o u s enemy 
which s h e had fought s o long and h a r d to 
defea t . As he r p roud bow s e t t l e d on an 
e a s t w a r d c o u r s e , he r happy c r e w s t r e a m 
ed a s p e c i a l l y m a d e " H o m e w a r d B o u n d " 
p e n n a n t , 2 ,694 feet long - one foot for 
e v e r y c r e w m e m b e r . It w a s d e t o r a t e d 
wi th 312 s t a r s - one for e v e r y off icer 
a b o a r d . 

T h e f i r s t of her c l a s s , bui l t and c o m 
m i s s i o n e d af ter P e a r l H a r b o r , the ESSEX 
h a s s e t a f o r m i d a b l e l i s t of r e c o r d s 
s o m e of which a r e " f i r s t s " for Nava l 
H i s t o r y . Chief among t h e s e is he r r e c o r d 
for o p e r a t i n g combat a i r c r a f t for 79 con 
s e c u t i v e days du r ing the occupat ion of 
Okinawa. A l so , s h e p r o d u c e d the leading 
ind iv idua l Navy A c e , C o m m a n d e r David 
M ' C a m p b e l l , who shot down 34 p l a n e s 
and the leading a i r g roup forcombat h o u r s 
i s Ai r G r o u p 83 las t a b o a r d , who flew 36, 
841.2 h o u r s up to August 15, the w a r ' s end. 

T h e USS ESSEX w a s the f i r s t c a r r i e r to 
r e c e i v e b o m b s aboa rd at s e a in the c o m 
bat a r e a and the f i r s t c a r r i e r to t a k e a 
M a r i n e Air Group into c o m b a t . 

R e p o r t i n g to A d m i r a l N imi tz for duty 
May 18, 1943, the ESSEX h a s fought in 
comba t o p e r a t i o n s a g a i n s t the J apanese , 
s t a r t i n g with M a r c u s and Wake , s t r a i g h t 
t h r o u g h a l l the s t e p p i n g - s t o n e s to Tokyo . 
H e r own a n t i - a i r c r a f t guns have shot 
down 33 a t t a ck ing p l a n e s , h e r a i r g r o u p s 
have d e s t r o y e d 1,531 Jap p l a n e s - an a d 
d i t iona l 800 probab ly d e s t r o y e d . 

H e r a v i a t o r s have sunk 25 Jap w a r s h i p s 
and 86 noncombatan t v e s s e l s . Sh ips of 
a l l t y p e s sunk and d a m a g e d add up to 419 
with a tonnage of 1,692,310. 

Long in need of a new flight deck , 
p l a n e s s t i l l take-off and land safe ly on 
he r o v e r - a g e " s t r i p " on which 31,015 
l and ings have been m a d e . 

T h e ESSEX has s t e a m e d 233,419 n a u t 
i ca l m i l e s s i n c e c o m m i s s i c n i n g ; s i n c e 
l a s t s e e i n g cont inenta l UJS. , she s t e a m e d 
152,909 m i l e s up to the w a r ' s end. Dur ing 
her r e c o r d b r e a k i n g 79-day cont inuous 
l aunch ing c r u i s e off Okinawa, she s t e a m e d 
33,865 m i l e s without a n c h o r i n g . She has 
neve r had an engine r o o m c a s u a l t y . 

Among o the r " f i r s t " s e t by the leading 
lady , the ESSEX was the f i r s t of he r c l a s s 
to t r a n s i t the P a n a m a Cana l and c r o s s the 
Ea.uator , f i r s t to e n t e r P e a r l H a r b o r and 
a n c h o r at M a j u r o , Sa ipan , Kosso l P a s s a g e 

Uli thi and Leytv Gulf. She was the f i rs t 
of he r c l a s s to land p l a n e s with d e s t r o y e r s 
a longs ide both port and s t a r b o a r d q u a r t e r s 
and a t anke r a long the s t a r b o a r d s i d e . 

She was a unit of the f i rs t t a sk g roup 
to hit Tokyo with c a r r i e r b a s e d p l a n e s ; 
a l s o Okinawa, Iwo Jinia , F o r m o s a , Swa-
tow, P e s c a d o r e s , Hong Kong Hainan, 
Saigon, C a m r a n h Bay , Kyushu, Luzon , 
G u a m , Sa ipan , T r u k and Hokkaido . 

Her good luck b e s p e a k s t r i b u t e to her 
ou t s t and ing g u n n e r s , many of whom a r e 
s u r v i v o r s of the i l l - fa ted f i rs t U.S.S. 
WASP.. 

Only once has s h e been hit and then ' 
by a Jap su ic ide s i n g l e - s e a t e r . She was 
launching p l anes at the t i m e . Within 30 
m i n u t e s the f i re was ex t ingu i shed , a 
m e t a l p la te p laced ove r the hole in the 
flight deck and launching r e s u m e d . 

coot , f rom page 7 
Al about noon a r e s c u e m i s s i o n of t h r e e 

c o r s i a r s and one hel lca t f rom the ESSEX 
led by L ieu tenan t T .H. Re idy , C o m m a n d 
ing off icer of V B F - 8 3 , of 273 C e n t r a l Ave 
Highland P a r k , I l l ino i s , and two Kingf ish
e r s f rom the Nor th C a r o l i n a . 

T h e f i r s t s t e p in the r e s c u e p r o c e s s 
p r o v e d fatal for one of the c o r s a i r p i l o t s 
when he dipped low ove r the water to d r o p 
a r a f t . What happened was not defini tely 
d e t e r m i n e d but h is p lane went into a s t e e p 
tu rn and plunged into the w a t e r . T h e r e w a s 
no s u r v i v o r of the c r a s h . 

At t h i s t i m e Lieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe 
abandoned h is old raf t . Be ing a good swim
m e r , he put out .into the bay . One of the 
Kingf i she r s p i lo ted by L ieu tenan t Jacobs 
landed in the bay and tax i ied to within60 

con t . on page 10 
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" T H E SERVICE DIVISION" 
T h e S e r v i c e Divis ion of the Supply D e p 

a r t m e n t c o n s i s t s of the c o b b l e r , t a i l e r , 
and b a r b e r s h o p s ; l aund ry , c lo th ing i s sue 
r o o m , two s h i p ' s s t o r e s , and the soda 
founta in . T h e i r p r i m a r y p u r p o s e is to 
p r o v i d e a convenient m e a n s for the p r o 
c u r e m e n t of n e c e s s a r y a l lowed a r t i c l e s , 
which a r e in cons tan t d e m a n d by the sh ip s 
c o m p a n y , in a r e a s o n a b l e va r i e ty of 
b r a n d s , and to r e n d e r the best s e r v i c e s 
p o s s i b l e . 

T h e S e r v i c e Divis ion under Lieu tenant 
C o m m a n d e r U . L . Bennet t ( S O USN., is 
c o m p r i s e d of one chief pay c l e r k and 
fifty four e n l i s t e d men of v a r i o u s r a t i n g s 
It is t h e i r job to k e e p t h e S e r v i c e Divis ion 
funct ioning p r o p e r l y and to r e n d e r the 
b e s t p o s s i b l e s e r v i c e under the m o s t t r y 
ing cond i t i ons . L e t ' s t ake a look and s e e 
what the v a r i o u s b r a n c h e s a r e doing. 

Eight b a r b e r s a r e a s s i g n e d to handle 
the h a i r cut t ing of the s h i p ' s company . 

Two c o b b l e r s and two t a i l o r s t r y to a c 
c o m m o d a t e the many c u s t o m e r s d e s i r i n g 
to have s h o e s r e p a i r e d and un i fo rms p r e s 
s e d o r a l t e r e d . 

T h e laundry c o m p r i s e s twenty seven 
m e n . T h e i r job is the h a p l e s s one of 
l aunde r ing e v e r y t h i n g a b o a r d sh ip and it 
i s a t r e m e n d o u s t a s k . M a c h i n e s have been 
runn ing cons tan t ly for two and one-hal f 
y e a r s without o v e r h a u l . T h e s e Boys a r e 
doing a good job . 

T h e soda fountain o r " C e e d u n k L o c k e r " 
i s wel l known and p a t r o n i z e d acco rd ing ly . 
You c a n ' t p o s s i b l y have e s c a p e d not ic ing 
the t r e m e n d o u s line of men e a c h awai t ing 
h i s t u r n to buy a " g e e d u n k " . T h e top 
capac i ty of t he f r e e z e r s i s four teen 
hundred cups of ice c r e a m . A ra t ion of 
e ight hundred twenty five cups of Coca 
Co la a r e d i s p e n s e d dai ly to p a t r o n s n u m 
b e r i n g f rom s e v e n t o nine hundred . They 
a r e s e r v e d quickly and efficiently by t h r e e 
m e n in l e s s than four h o u r s . Many, af ter 
" s w e a t i n g o u t " the line a r e t u r n e d down, 
but we hope to r e m e d y th i s a s soon a s the 
a l t e r a t i o n s to the soda fountain a r e made. 
T h i s wi l l i n c r e a s e t he p r e s e n t capac i ty 
eighty g a l l o n s . T h e soda fountain a l s o 
a c t s a s a c l e a r i n g house for the v a r i o u s 
a c t i v i t i e s which r e q u i r e ch i t s for s e r v i c e 
r e n d e r e d . 

T h i s s h i p ' s s t o r e s , n u m b e r e d .one and 
two, t ake c a r e of the neces" ; ' i p s and lux
u r i e s for the c r e w . A s teady flow of 
humani ty p a s s e s by both s t o r e s daily and 
on p a y d a y s , o r when candy i s to be had , 
the n u m b e r e x c e e d s one thousand . A 
n o r m a l day r e g i s t e r s f rom four to s ix 
hundred , p u r c h a s i n g anything from candy, 
n u t s , and t o b a c c o s , to r a z o r b l a d e s , tooth 
p a s t e , and v a r i o u s o t h e r i t e m s that a r e 
too n u m e r o u s to men t ion . T h e l a r g e l ines 
a r e handled quickly and in a ma t t e ro f 
h o u r s a r e d i s p e r s e d o r r e d u c e d to a min
i m u m . 

T h e c lo th ing and s m a l l s t o r e s i s s u e 
r o o m t a k e s c a r e of the n e c e s s i t i e s of the 
c r e w in the line of wea r ing a p p a r e l . Com
p l e t e s t o c k s a r e ma in t a ined at a l l t i m e s 
wheneve r it is p o s s i b l e to obtain t h e m , 
and d i s p e n s e d quickly to from two to t h r e e 
hundred daily in need of v a r i o u s i t e m s of 
c lo th ing . 

'The to ta l money value of s tock c a r r i e d 
on b o a r d a v e r a g e s one hundred seventy 
thousand d o l l a r s . T h i s t r e m e n d o u s a m 
ount of s tock r e q u i r e s a r e p l e n i s h m e n t of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h i r t y five tons a month . 
Nine s t o r e r o o m s a r e used to s tow th i s 
m a t e r i a l and a r e t aken c a r e of by five 
m e n . I t e m s not a v a i l a b l e , a s is mos t 
g e n e r a l l y the c a s e , n e c e s s i t a t e s r a t i o n i n g . 
T h e s h i p ' s s t o r e s wil l eventua l ly be e n 
l a r g e d , enab l ing o p e r a t o r s to handle a 
g r e a t e r n u m b e r of c u s t o m e r s m o r e ef
f ic ient ly . 

T h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a r e not ma in t a ined 
without e x p e n s e . When s t o r e s a r e r e 
ce ived s h o r t in s h i p m e n t they mus t be 
s u r v e y e d . The cos t of ope ra t i on of the 
laundry a m o u n t s to a p p r o x i m a t e l y five 
hundred d o l l a r s a mon th . E x t r a c o m p e n 
s a t i o n to the v a r i o u s non r a t e d men work
ing in the l aundry , c i g a r s and c i g a r e t t e s 
on holiday m e a l s , b e e r for r e c r e a t i o n 
p a r t i e s , p r i z e money for the B u c c a n e e r 
news l e t t e r s , c r e w ' s ice c r e a m , and v a r 
ious o the r i t e m s , a s a u t h o r i z e d by the 
C o m m a n d i n g Off icer , a r e c h a r g e d again
s t the s h i p ' s s t o r e p r o f i t s . 

E v e n if money g r e w on t r e e s , t h e r e 
a r e many p e r s o n s who a r e s o lazy they 
wouldnt c l i m b t h e 'drees to g a t h e r ' i t . 
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y a r d s of the s h o r e . Aga ins t the s t r o n g 
surf , L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe s w a m within 
25 feet of the s e a p l a n e . T o help t he swim
m e r , L ieu tenan t Jacobs put one foot out on 
the wing, keeping the o the r in the cockpit 
on the s e a t , when the p lane lunged in the 
su r f . T h e Kingf isher p i l o t ' s foot e v i d e n t 
ly kicked the th ro t t l e open . The p l ane 
went s coo t ing off in the w a t e r , knocking 
the pilot o v e r b o a r d . 

Now t h e r e w e r e two p i lo t s to r e s c u e i n 
s t ead of one and to m a k e m a t t e r s w o r s e 
a r t i l l e r y f i re had opened up from the 
naval b a s e , two s h e l l s landing within 50 
y a r d s of the two p i l o t s . 

But the p i c t u r e wasn ' t c l e a r to the p i lo t s 
i he a i r . See ing the p l ane taxi away 
f t - . . . t he beach , L ieu tenan t Reidy went 
down low for a look.. He saw no p a s s e n g e r 
in the r e a r cockpi t . His f i r s t thought was 
that the pilot had been s c a r e d out . He took 
a n o t h e r look and s aw no one in the front 
cockp i t . T h i s was too m u c h . 

" I thought I was d r e a m i n g , " L ieu tenan t 
Reidy s a y s . " T h e p lane was taxi ing in a 
s t r a i g h t c o u r s e b e t t e r than m o s t p i lo t s 
could d o . " 

He swung a round for ano the r look r e 
a s s u r i n g h imse l f before r e p o r t i n g what 
he had s e e n . 

After it b e c a m e c l e a r what had hap 
pened , L ieu tenant (jg) Ol ive r in the s e c 
ond Kingf i sher landed, t ax i i ed to within 
50 to 75 y a r d s of the s h o r e and p icked up 
the two p i l o t s . He m a d e a good tafte-off 
in fair ly rough w a t e r . 

In the m e a n t i m e the p i l o t l e s s Kingf ish
e r was s e r v i n g i t s p u r p o s e too by d r a w 
ing the she l l f i re away from the r e s c u e 
o p e r a t i o n . But i t s u se fu l lnes s had ended . 
It was s t r a f e d by L ieu tenan t Reidy and 
left s ink ing . 

L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe and the King
f i sher p i l o t s a r r i v e d at the USS Nor th 
C a r o l i n a at 1615. R e t u r n i n g to the ESSEX 
the following m o r n i n g , the c o r s a i r pilot 
was wel l sun t anned , hale and h e a r t y . 

Many m e n have s t o r i e s to t e l l t h e i r 
G r a n d c h i l d r e n but L ieu tenan t (jg) Coumbe 
won't have to wait that long to t e l l a good 
s t o r y . 

INCOME, WEALTH AND TAXES 
Eighteen month* ago William K. Vsnderbili died and left an eatai: of $33,000,000. It is now reported that Federal taxes took $25,000,000 and New York Suite taxes another $5,000,000. thus leaving $3,000,000 for the heir. The news Item points up the extent to whicn our tex lews havdgone In redistributing weelth. The trend h i s been sharply accelerated during the war. Federal taxes on individual incomes now take 50 per cent when taxaole income ia in excess of $14,000. 75 per cent when it ia in excess of $44,000. and 92 per cent when the $109,000 mark is reached. In fact, less than $30,000 (before State texeel il retained out of the first $100,000 of earnings, and only $7500 out of the second $1003)00. With such steep tex rates, incomes have been leveled in o manner never previously seen in our history. 
In Use face of such taxes It ia virtually impossible to accumulate large fortunes. Thus Trusts and Estates Magazine has recently published estimates which showed that after e modest allowance for living expenses, in order to accumulate $100,000 under today's tax schedules, it would be necessary to earn $$5,000 a year for 10 years To accumulate $250,000 would require annuel earnings of $600,000 for e 10-yeer period, or $190,000 e year for 20 .years. To accumulate 11,000,000. annul] earnings of $2,130,000, for 10 years or $1,075,000 for V years would be required. Of course, if such minings were accumulated, large estate texee on the accumulation would than have to be paid to the Government, upon death. Even after poet-war tex reductions ere considered. It seems Improbable that It sell] hi- poatahle to earn large fortunes. Ike ret* of accMmtitatlon could he speeded, up by meene of tncrmsae in capital values because the capital gains tor Is lower then the Income tax, but this merely menu tbdt a Sugar share srculd be taken by aetata 
These WgnfsulWU come at a surprise to many per I pf the continued emphasis by some 

I 4 m qoed le redistribute income and cy In I S i m t ies To correct ie-J comes So emphasise Incomes before taxes. The tact Is. however, that the distribution of Income e l l , wealth has been equalised to en extant ttkV M » ! ^ ^ n ^ r e n l d hot have been thought panMqpJBflf 
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It was r a in ing c a t s and d o g s and t h e r e w e r e poodles in the r o a d . 
G i r l : " M y dad t a k e s t h i n g s a p a r t to s e e why they don ' t g o . " 
Boy F r i e n d : " S o w h a t ? " 
G i r l t ' Y o u ' d b e t t e r g o . " 
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« an a r r o w into the a i r 

ne*< town? " 

L i t t l e M i s s Mulle t t 

Lut ing he r cu i 

The m o s q u i t o s on Okinawa w e r e supposed to r e a l l y be l a r g e . 
One M a r i n e t e l l s us that one of t hem s id l ed up to a B -29 and sa id , " I s you is o r is you a in ' t my b a b y ? ' 

^ D r X e G u e r r e : Stop waving your a r m s and m a k i n g f a c e s . I haven ' t even touched your t o o t h . " 
P a t i e n t : " I know it but y o u ' r e s t and ing on my c o r n . " 

4<i °. 
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One of t h e s e ' m o s q u i t o s landed on our flight deck and Harvey put fifty ga l lons of gas into it before he found 
out that it w a s n ' t a SB2C. 
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If a man s t i l l has his t o n s i l s , adeno ids and appendix , s ^ 
the chances a r e two to one that he is a d o c t o r . ' \ a. o 
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Did you e v e r no t i ce that a r t i s t s m o d e l s m a k e only a b a r e l iving? 

Wit 
S- A consu l tan t is a m a n who is ca l l ed in at the las t minu te to s h a r e the b l a m e , a P -eX e 
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Skyles a t t r i b u t e s h is low n u m b e r ol po in ts to the fact that he was b o r n s o young. 

W o r r i e d m o t h e r ; "My baby jus t swa l lowed a .45 s lug . What sha l l I do? 
D o c t o r ( o v e r the te lephone) " J u s t give him s o m e c a s t o r o i l and don ' t point him at a n y b o d y . " 
It usual ly t a k e s five to s ix y e a r s for a t r e e to p r o d u c e n u t s . T h i s i sn ' t t r u e of a family t r e e . 

L i t t l e Eva : " P a p a , did Ed i son r ea l l y m a k e the f i rs t t a lk ing m a c h i n e ? " 
H e n - p e c k e d f a the r : " N o D a r l i n g , he jus t m a d e the f i r s t one that could be shut off." 

A conduc to r no t iced a red l a n t e r n hanging up in the c e n t e r of a pu l lman c a r and ca l l ed the p o r t e r to find out 
what it was doing t h e r e . " W e l l s u h , " s a i d the p o r t e r . " T h e r u l e book done s a i d tha t when the r e a r end of 
a s l e e p e r is exposed , hang a r e d l a n t e r n . 
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GUNS 
In the gingervating ghastness of a momentary stance 
A Myrtle, Zeke or Judy does a cirro-stratus dance; 
It's the eerie, sultry stillness of the day or early night 
When the fated kamikaze reels his maltruistic rite 
O'er the sunny slopes of ether, in and u through palls of flak, 
Though a-far and out of distance he is met with swift ack-ack. 
Nosing down into the ocean—pray? That's quite benign, 
Too bad, thou son of Nippon; the number's C V NINE! 
Whilst the clanging, twanging, fanging of the gen-er-al alarm 

starts the guns of every cal-i-bre to deal unusal charm! 
It's the rumble, trundle, grumble of the cannon's fast recoil 

arid the screaming, careening, preening of the banzai grad in foil. 
To the portside, to the starboard, on the f'csle and stern 
All the gunners on their stations; they'll subdue his final fears! 
All the fighters in their Hellcats—their pride! Their great coneern: 
To bereave the son-of-heaven of ill-famed ten thousand cheers! 
WhUstthe pouncing, rouncing, trouncing of a steep and lightning raid-
It's the chatter, clatter, tatter of the sailor's tools of trade. 
All hands a-gaze to skyward toward a blinding, haloed sun, 
A pair of Zekes, a Myrt, and Judy perched in a deadly run; 
Standby! The Captain orders. Open fire! all hands that bear. 
And the pair, the Myrt, then Judy cleared of freedom's acrid air. 
Whilst the flaming, taming, shaming of a suicidal thrust 

brings a cheer from every shipmate and their hearts are 
full of trust; 

It's the marking, barking, harking of their masterful foray 
And the mutters, stutters, sputters that will splash the banzai 

brothers and flame the last and final of the Nipponistic sens. 
It's the frightful fight for freedom, man! of the guns, guns, guns! 

Contributed. 


