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I Memoriam

To those Men of Ship’s Company who, in the Line of Duty,
Gave their Lives While Serving Aboard USS W ASP, this Book
is Respectfully Dedicated in Appreciation of their Efforts to
Muake this World a Better Place for All Mankind.

Lester R. Crement, Ch.Elec.
Emumert L. Knare, Photo.
Gustave D. ANperson, SSML2c¢
Prrer R. Brrra, Slc

Priue Bernivo, CCS(AAN(T)
Jamss L. Berterson, SC2c
Frank S. Berrencourt, SC2c
MzrLvin Brarr, EM2¢

ALFRED ]. Briperms, GMlc
MarviN Brust, Slc

Froyp B. Burkg, Slc
Breckenripce H, Caing, Jr., BMlc
Jakz O. Cox, 5C3c

Ricrarp D. CrawrorD, S2¢

Ira W. Currie, MMS3c

Avrsert E. Dacug, SC3c
Epwarp J. Damrose, Sit
Evererr J. Davis, MMR1c(T)
Jesse W. Dicxens, SF3c

WirLts Dore, S2¢

Jack C. Downey, AMMIc
Peter F. Dusen, Flc

Paur A. Durrer, ACMMICAA)(T)
Arpen L. Evans, EM2c

Syrvio Farra, CCS

Frep J. Frey, MME3c

Epwarp Frieary, Slc

CuarrLes G. Garros, MM3c
Hersort J. Goopwin, Sic
Mario M. Grana, SC(B)2c
OrMman W. Harr, WT3c
Tuomas J. Hanos, F2¢

Jax M. Havcrr, SC3c

Wierred A. Heserr, MMR2c(T)
Joun F. HeTzrER, Slc

Bernarp J. HEnenan, Slc
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* * * *

Gustave O. Hrerrs, SC3c
Wirriam R, Hicks, EM2c
Avpert HizpreTs, SC2c
RoserT Hurr, MM2c

Frank P. Kame, Flc

Joun J. Kiszxrnr, Flc

Gerarp L. Kiarnn, S2¢
ArtHUR M, Krincer, WT2c
Joszpu P. Krunsrranz, Y2¢
Taapprus L. Krzyanowskr, Slc
Marquis D. Lake, Flc

Vircin O. Lamsert, S2¢
Wirrrep A. La Prante, Slc
Maurice V. Lassauze, Jr., Slc
Brake W. Lraist, Flc

Rov L. Leg, Slc

Paur H. Leving, Flc

HerMman E. Lowis, Flc
Vicror E. Linprors, Jr., Flc
Downarp M. LieeszrT, Flc
Arvin R, Locuner, Slc
WiLLarp V. LongsoTToMm, Slc
Ricuarp L. Lucas, Flc
Ricuarp Lyrir, Flc

Moracan R. Lyon, MMIc

Jor Marosicky, M3c

Huna S. Mark, Slc

RoserT B. MarLAR, Jr., BMIc
Ezra S. MarsnaLL, S2¢

Juan A. MarTiNTZ, SC3C
Tromas MaTTaEWs, AMM3c
Joun D. McDougaALD, WTlc
Bornarp A. McGer, Flc
Josmpr Epwarp McMuLLEN, Jr., Slc
Conarbd E. Mikrcs, SC2¢

* * *

“ETERNAL FATHER”

Eternal father, strong to save,

*

Benepicr T. MistreTTaA, Flc
James T. MrreueLr, S2c
Donarp P. Mognet, F2c

Leon MoronNE, Slc

Cuaries F. Moser, MMS3c
Haxrry E. Nix, Flc

CursTER J. Pacurnk, WT3c
Howarp R. Patriz, Slc
Mgrrord PeLLETIER, SSML3c
Nicuoras J. Peritro, Slc
RoserT D. Pizrson, WT3c
VincenT PisciorTa, Slc

James J. PLummer, SSML3c
Bronis Ponzon, WT3c

Joseprr W. Revizr, SF2¢(TD
Micron C. Rinper, WT3c
Ronert J. RopaErs, F2c
Arpertis H. Rosensrrry, EM3c¢(T)
SuannonN L. Rossiter, F2c
Leon E. Scuurrz, WT3c
Cuaries N. Seymour, S2c
Wirriam R. Suaw, Jr., SC3c
Henry E. Smrra, SCle(T)
Girerrt J. Soucy, Slc

Paur E. SturZENBERGER, MM2c
EmwmerT B. Surnivan, Jr., SClc
Luis M. Tiowerr, SC2¢
Tromas G. Van Pert, SC3c
Guy E. WaLker, EM2c
MarroN J. Warb, Jr., Slc
Henry E. Wicniams, Jr., Flc
Horace WiLLiams, StM2c
Ricuarp E. WirLiams, AMM2c
Freperick Y. Wirson, WT2c

Wirniam Yuknewicz, MM3c

W hose arm doth bind the restless wave,

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep,
Its own appcinted limits keep,

O hear us when we cry to thee

For those in peril on the sea.

~ eight chain drags
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Launching and Commissioning the Aircraft Carrier USS WASP

The Launching

The launching of a great Warship is always a thrilling event.
The matter of sliding thousands of tons of metal smoothly
and easily into the water is one, the technicalities of which,
stagger the mind of the layman. WASP was no exception to
this rule, but the long experience with many launchings and
11_'“3 thorough preparation for the event assured its carrying out
a8 a successtul operation,

s 4

]_HEVASP S k§e! was laid 18 March 1942 on a slope of one-half
jpec foot and when the Ship was completed the average
Eﬁ‘ii‘)""‘:’; Sﬂl:e']:hc Wlays was about two tons per square foot. The
e )inerﬂsrt .l?y srx_mech;lr_uca] triggers ﬁt.ted with elec-
h)’rlrau!igl e g devices to insure simultaneous action. Puwerfy[
B of o ms wete in readmess‘ to make an initial start in
b necessity.  To stop the Ship after leaving the ways,

B os ke E were used, four of twenty tons and four of
Wik raore & ,numm_elctcd to the Ship by six steel wire cables,
Steel wira wh? : ﬂ[ml e of twn-alnc.i-une-half-u_lch diameter plow
T ch srought the Ship to rest with her bow about

e “!'ﬂdred_fcet off the ways.

the gfat;“::]f?l(?if was wliinesse.d by high-ranking officials of
Bteresta Ohse;'vz’-as well as Government and Naval officials.
ten, and hie hl’Dthr‘h “};ere thre::’ buys,' Jimmy Burlingame, age
President agking er, Bobby, nine. Jimmy had written to the
Jackie Shey. _]bi::) see tt!ns Shlp‘taunched. The thn:d boy was
ingame of Altt)nlljilf' ather, Gunners Mate Archie C. Bur-
John Shea of Co ) inois, and Jackie's father, Commander
the Bat]. ; -ambridge, Massachusetts, lost their lives during
Wits I[‘m.e ;’t ‘:{h: %010n1011 Is[aqu in which the other WASP

as Commander Shea who had written his son,

Jackie, the famous letter which has become a classic in the
annals of literature relating to letters from fathers to sons.

The Commissioning

In the following history of WASP will be found story and
illustrations of the commissioning. The formal program of
commissioning is given here.

Anchors Aweigh, RECEIVING STATION BAND.
Invocation, The Right Reverend HEnry K. Suerrie, D.D., Bishop
of the diocesc of Massachusetts.

Order to Commission, Captain R. C. Grapy, USN, Captain of the
Yard, Boston Navy Yard.

National Antbem, Hoisting of National Ensign, Jack and Comnis-
sion Pennant.

Acceptance of Command, Captain C. A. F. Spracue, USN.

Setting of the Watch, Rear Admiral R. A. TreosaLp, USN, Com-
mandant First Naval District.

Greetings from the Commonwealth, GOVERNOR LEVERETT SALTON-
STALL.

Greetings from the City of Boston, Mayor MaURICE J. ToBIN.

Introduction, Miss Juria WaLsH, Sponsor.

Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

Address, Vice Admiral, Joun S. McCamn, USN, Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations for Air.

Address, Captain C. A. F. Seracur, USN, Commanding Officer.

Presentation of Air Medal to Lt. (jg) Edward N. Coppola, USNR.

National Anthem, RECEIVING STATION BAND.




ADDRESSING ASSEMBLY AT COMMISSIONING OF USS WASP

MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ADDRESSING ASSEMBLY CAPTAIN SPRAGUE, MRS, ROOSEVE
M ~ 2 AN ~\ A CD ot A IYNAAA

LT, AND LIEUTEN

ANT JOHN A, ROOSEVELT

The History of U. §. . WASP

“THE MIGHTY STINGER”

HE LAYING of the keel on 18 March

1943, at the Bethlehem Steel Com-

pany yards in Quincy, Massachu-

setts was the first step in the rearing

of what was to be the seventh

mighty sea fighter to carry the

name USS Wasp. This newest of Aircraft Car-
riers was originally assigned the name ORISKANY,
but shortly after the sinking of the sixth Wasp in
the Pacific in September 1942, the name was

changed making this new ship the seventh Ameri-
can warship to carry the name of Wasp.

The first Wasp was a schooner carrying eight
guns obtained for the Continental Navy before the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.

The second Wasp was a ship of eighteen guns
built at the Washington Navy Yard in 1806.

In 1813, a third Wasp with eighteen guns was
built at Newburyport, Massachusetts.

The fourth Wasp was an iron side-wheel steamer
formerly named Emma HEeNRY purchased in
January 1865.

The fifth Wasp was the steel steam yacht
CoLUMBIA, purchased new in 1898.

The sixth and last previous Wasr was the one
whose keel was laid at the Fore River Yard on
I April 1936, and which was placed in commuis-
sion on 25 April 1940. Her short career was
abruptly terminated on 15 September 1942, when
she was hit in quick succession by three torpedoes
from a Japanese submarine which had gotten with-
in range without being detected. About ninety
percent of the Ship’s crew were rescued after which
she was sunk by American torpedoes. The violent

Continued on Page 9

1. Hoisting Cominissioning Pennant
2. Bos’uns Setting Watch
3. Snow on Flight Deck




WENDELL G. SWITZER, CAPT., USN
COMMANDING

and sudden end she experienced was a blow to our
Navy and to our Country which was to be avenged.

The seventh Wasp, this new ship, bigger, more
powerful, and better protected than her immedi-
ate predecessor of the same name, was built on the
same ways from which the sixth Wasr was
launched on 4 April 1939. After a record job,

during which the commissioning date was ad-
vanced three times, Miss Julia Walsh, sister of
David I. Walsh, United States Senator from Massa-
chusetts, broke the champagne bottle over the bow
as this mighty Carrier slid down the ways on 17
August 1943.

This latest addition to our Naval punching

1. Ship in Boston Navy Yard

power was officially introduced to the American
people on 24 November 1943 with Mayor Maurice
J. Tobin, Governor Leverett Saltonstall, Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Vice-Admiral John S.
McCain, USN, among the notables and high rank-
ing officers to take part in the commissioning
ceremonies, while thousands of well-wishers wit-
nessed this impyessive event.

With Captain C. A. F. Sprague, USN, in com-
mand and with Air Group Fourteen aboard, Wasp
steamed out of Boston harbor on 10 January 1944
to begin her shakedown cruise and to work the
stiffness from her joints. Among the crew were

Continued on Page 11




2. Big Splash
5. SB2/C Nose Dives

3. Pilot and Gunner out 4. Radioman out All Men Recovered Plane Lost

6. 1000th Landing by Lieut. C. E. Russell
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many men going to sea for the first time and all
hands were eager to get the training over and anxi-
ous to have the Japs smart under the blows of the
“Mighty Stinger.” For forty-eight days all hands
worked diligently to whip this' great Ship into a
smooth running fighting machine with its shake-
down cruise taking them through the Caribbean
Sea, to the northeast coast of South America and
to the island of Trinidad before returning to Bos-
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1. Wasp in Panama Canal

ton on 27 February 1944. Air Group Fourteen was
now a seasoned striking force aboard its new Car-
rier with more than a thousand landings to its
credit.

Finally word was received to report to the Pacific
and to the Battle Line, so once again Wasp left
Boston, this time not to return until after the war
was over.

Continued on Page 14
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1. Howaii Hula
2. Dancing Girls

3. “Mae West” of
Hawaii

4. Fightin’ 14 Pilots Re-
ceive Instructions Prior
to Marcus Raid

Crowded Conditions
Hangar Deck from
an Diego to Pearl

5. And there are Accidents
— Plane Crashes into
Sea. One Man Killed

Flight Deck Parade
at Ford Island
4. Hula Girl Choir
5. Liberty Lincup
6. Hula Jive

7. Hawaiian Trio




The trip through the “Big Ditch” to
San Diego was utilized for further train-
ing and Wasp was gradually becoming
no longer a mere collection of steel frames
and plates floating in the water, but a Ship
with an individuality of its own.

Passage through the Panama Canal
caused excitement and slight damage to
the dignity of Wasr as well as making
casualties of a few lamp posts lining the

edge of the Locks.

Chattering monkeys and gaping civil-
1ans were spectators bantering with mem-
bers of the crew lining the flight deck as
the Ship scraped its way along the passage.

W asp seemed pleased and proud to meet
the caressing of the blue Pacific as she
pointed her bow toward the California
coast. Only two days were spent at San
Diego where twenty-eight hundred Mar-
ines and two hundred planes were jammed
aboard for passage to Pearl Harbor.

After a fast trip all hands welcomed
the sight of Diamond Head on 3 April
1944 and were glad to spend a month in
the Hawaiian Islands before pushing on to
the forward area.

By May 1944 Wasr was dealing out
punishment in her maiden attacks against
Marcus Island on the 19th, while Wake
Island felt her sting a few days later.

Supporting the Saipan and Tinian op-
erations in June 1944, Wasp hurled her
planes into the wide ranging engagement
known as the “Battle of the Philippine
Sea.” On the 19th, waves of attacking
Jap planes were decimated in the famed
First Planes take off for Marcus
Arming Planes
Night Patrol
Breaking out Bombs for Marcus

D N) o~

) “f’%
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“Marianas Turkey Shoot.” The
bag for the day totaled four hun-
dred and two enemy planes de-
stroyed. During the battle, Wasp
shot down five enemy planes and
the Airgroup, twelve. :
Late in the afternoon of the
20th, contact was made at the ex-
treme range of two hundred and
seventy miles with a formidable
part of the Japanese Fleet. Wasp
launched heavy strikes of fighters,
bombers and torpedo planes, many
of which ran out of fuel as they
returned in the darkness. Search-
lights finally were turned on to aid
the returning flyers. Among them
in the landing circle around Wasp,
was a Jap who took a wave-off and
flew into the night. Nine planes
from other carriers landed on
Wasp while fifteen of ours found
a'safe haven on other units of the
Task Force. About half the pilots
and aircrewmen of the fifteen
ditched Wasp planes were rescued.
Two Jap Carriers were sunk and
of the remaining two Battleships,

Continued on Page 17

« Loaded Flight Dech before Strike
© Damaged SB2/C in Marcus Raid
- Radar Plotting Board

« Resting Between Styikes
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Escort Carriers and Cruisers, some _ : "".‘:.";H .'F-;f‘lf_.'!"“- il
were sunk or damaged, as the Nip- G ot
ponese attempt to beat back the 1 : : s
American offensive was crushed by
U. S. Naval air power, flying from
fighting ships.
Wasp planes celebrated the 4th
of July 1944 by devastating Iwo
Jima, before specializing on Guam
in whose capture Wasp assisted on
«“W Day” 21 July, the day the
Ship’s second skipper, Captain O.
A. Weller, USN, reported aboard
for duty.

On 22 July Wasp’s crew made
a buzzing acquaintance with the
giant flies of Saipan, as Wasp and
FRaNKLIN anchored two miles
from shore.

The hangar deck movie audience
had their attention distracted from
the screen by flashes of the fighting
for Tinian, two miles to the star-

board.

Rear Admiral Davison hauled
down his flag in the middle of
August and a few days later Vice
Admiral McCain, who was to win
fame as the Commander of the Sec-
ond Carrier Task Force, stepped on
board Waspr. As part of Task
Group 38.1, Wasp sailed from
Eniwetok on 29 August.

Wasp and HorNET detoured for
two days to support MacArthur’s
landings on Moratai on 15 Septem-
ber, and then back to the Philip-
pines by way of Palau.

September and October saw the
beginning of the great naval cam-
Paign against the inner perimeter
Of_ the  Japanese defenses, the
Philippines, Formosa and Okinawa.
SO-Successful were the Naval air
strikes against Mindanao that
MacArthur’s invasion of the Phil-

'Ppines was accelerated two
months.

3 \ Continued on Page 19

Agana Town at /J("giﬂﬂi/ig of Carrier Attachs—9 July, 1944 2. Destruction of Agana Town is complete on W-Da L Twes NS s
light Operations Over USS HORNET (left) and USS BENNINGTON Enroute to Tokyo b % 2. kit I;:IZ:ZZ:;, putioncbi
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any islands such as Palau, Ngebesus, Cebu,
Negros and Cclcbcs_took_ tl?(n'oggh. pummeln?gs_ in
Septembcrn before Manila’s Slllpl?ll‘lg and air in-
stallation shuddered under a bombing attack on the
5 1st, spearheaded by Wasp p!zuycs. .
Moving north in October with HorNET in TG
38.1 in the wake of a typhoon, the great waves of
which killed a man on't‘he cz}twa[k al_)ove tbe
forecastle, Wasp planes joined in pounding Oki-
nawa and Naha Jima on the IOF]], {\pparl and
Northern Luzon on the 11th, wh_ﬂc I*ormgsa for
the first time was jolted by Carrier bombing on
the 13th. .
The full fury of Japanese air power was now

! 1 (W | 4 - \
Jap Dive Bomb Attack “Near Miss”. Shrapnel Holes in Port Bow and 40 MM Gun Director

Albert James Bridges, GM 1 /¢, Our First Casualty of War, Committed to Sea. 3. Re-Arming 50 Cal. Machine Guns
Refueling Belly-Tank F6F 5. Waiting for Planes to Return 6 Crand Pavrade Roark 0 TTLithi

é. Five Ac‘frs: Turner, Revel, Knight, Hoffman, Stokes
- USO Girls Visit Ship at Ulithi

thrown at Halsey’s daring task force. The next
three days and nights will live long in the memory
of those on Wasp. At dusk on the 13th of Oc-
tober, a low flying attack by eight to ten death
dealing “Betty” type torpedo planes concentrated
on Wasp. Superb handling of her 5”/38 and
automatic weapons downed four but the sleek
Cruiser, USS CaANBERRA, close aboard Wasp, re-
ceived two torpedoes that were intended for Wasp.

CanBERRA immediately fell out of formation.
After smashing at Okayama on Formosa during
daylight on the 14th, a group of “Betty’s,” heading
at dusk for Wasp, was avoided by remarkable sea-
Continued on Page 22
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3. Weary Capt. Sprague after Battle
4. Cleaning Guns After the Fight
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_ 2-3-4-5. SB2/C Crashes on Port Side After Unsuccessful Landing



manship. Most of them were shot
down, but one torpedo caught USS
HousTton, that had arrived in posi-
tion a few hours before to replace
the stricken CANBERRA.

On the 15th, Wasp Combat Air
Patrol intercepted a flock of Jap
planes, plunging thirty-one out of |
thirty-five to a quick exit from this
life, without the loss of an Ameri-
can flyer or plane. Wasp- made
smoke all through the night to hide
her wake from the probing fingers
of the parachute flares dropped by
the Japs overhead.

On 23, 24 and 25 October was
fought one of the greatest Naval

Continued on Page 29

. Direct Hit on “Yamato”

. Destroyer Fuels at Sea

. Baker, McCain Pace Deck

t. Lieutenant E. B. Turuner Downs
Five Japs
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1. Yorktown, Hornet and Hancock at Anchor in Ulithi Lagoon
2. Approaching Ulithi 3. Capt. Weller cutting the first birthday cake

1. Officers of Xmas Gift Committee check Order Forms of Crew Members before sending to AES. |
2-3. Destrover in beavy Decemnber Seas
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1. Randolph Hit at Movictime

YORKTOWN Plane Burning on W ASP Flight Deck

-3,

2-3-4
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needed rest and was relieved by
Airgroup Eighty-one at Guam.
Hitting the Philippines Wasr was
caught in the big typhoon of 18
December in which the wind veloc-
ity reached ninety-five knots. The
big Flat Top sustained little dam-
age. 'Three Destroyers however
foundered in the heavy seas with a
great loss of life.

Christmas in Ulithi saw huge
numbers of mailbags coming
aboard Wasp bringing good news
and good cheer from the States. On
one day alone three hundred bags
of mail were delivered on board.

ey

Mibase

ALY

Early in January, Halsey fired
his Task Force through the Bashi
Channel into the South China
Sea where Wasp saw action hitting
Saigon, Camranh Bay, Hong Kong,
and the Canton area. Japan lost
over one hundred and forty thou-
sand tons of shipping as direct re-
sult of this audacious thrust.

A month later Wasp’s planes
were first over the target in the first
regular Carrier attack against

Continued on Page 33

1. Shipping - Hong Kong - Kowloon
2. Burning Merchantman at Cape Padaran
3. Bombing of Two Merchantmen

é o LOﬂd'ing Bombs on TBF in Rain for First Tokyo Strike 3. Arming Plane
- Fueling TBE 111 R i £rv Tob e Qi >

4 R 1 11



I. Combat Air Patrol on Station.

2-3-4. “So Solly”

'i["(;)_l(-)/('), tllc exact m()l_ﬂent Of Which
was carried to the Ship .tln'oug.h the
medium of the excited jabbering of
he radio announcer conducting
arly morning setting up exer-

The next dav an enemy Car-
ier rolled over after a rain of
bombs from Wasp planes. Under
cover of this constant pounding the
Jwo Jima landings were effected on
19 February.

Taking Airgroup Eighty - six
Aboard on 13 March, Wasp was
moved up off the coast of Japan and
heavy attacks were launched until
the morning of the 19th when
1SS FrankLIN was badly hit and
cwo minutes later a lone Jap plane
darted out of the clouds dead
ahead of Wasp dropping a five
hundred and forty pound semi-
armor piercing bomb that exploded
in the galley on the third deck just
abafe of midships. Excellent work
by the fire fighting parties quickly
controlled the fires and Wasp,
never out of formation, was ready
for flight operations in an hour.
Casualties were one hundred and
two dead or missing and over two
hundred wounded.

the
the ¢
clses.

One hour after the bomb explo-
sion gutted the after-messing com-
partment, a deadly, green, two-
engined “Jill” chose the wounded
Wasr for a Kamikaze dive.
Wase’s large, medium and small
batteries crescendoed and killed the
pilot or jarred his aim enough to
cause him to crash into the water
missing the deck edge elevator by
thirty feet.

- Waspe, arrying rear Admirals
Davison and Bogan, then became
-tllf? Flagship for a Task Group of
cripples and reported to Ulithi
Lagoon. The group consisted of
the bombed Wase and FrankLin
and Kamikazed ENTERDPRISE
and the stove-in Sanrta Fe
(crn;;shcd when debarking FraNK-
LINsurvivors), and destroyer

Continned on Page 38
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squadron 52. With the repair ship
USS Ajax tied up alongside for
two days, Wasp was soon ordered
to Pearl at maximum practical
speed. Wasp experienced two
Easter Sundays, by crossing the In-
ternational date line on Easter Sun-
day.

At berth fox 9 Ford Island,
Waves and a Navy band playing
“California Here I Come” greeted
Wasr and then hurried to the ad-
jacent berth to which FrRaNkLIN
was approaching. The band was
right, FRANKLIN continued on to
Brooklyn Navy Yard and Wasp’s
battle damage necessitated repairs
at Bremerton, Washington.
Streaming in the breeze a six-hun-
dred - foot going - home - pennant,
Wasp sailed out beyond Diamond
Head, passing the new USS Bon
HomME RicHARD enroute to the
forward area for the first time.

11 April meant leave and re-
union for half of the Ship’s comple-
ment who debarked from Wasp
by special ferry to Seattle immedi-
ately upon arrival in beautiful
Puget Sound. On 13 April Wasp
moored to Pier 6, Puget Sound

Continued on Page 41
1. Weller Welcomes Switzer
2. Change of Command
3. Quarters on Entering Pearl

1. F6F Crackup
2-3-4. Inspection by Captain

5. Commanders Joseph C. Clifton and James A. Thomas
6. French Admiral Comes Aboard




ighters “Warm Up” for Formosa Strike 2. Waiting for Strikes to Return
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3. Bomb and Rocket Hifs on Wake Island
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Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washing-
ton, where she found the USS LEx-
INGgTON, USS Saratoca, USS
New Jersey (Admiral Halsey’s
former flagship), USS MARYLAND,
and USS MINNEAPOLIS.

On 25 May Captain W. G. Swit-
zer, USN, relieved Captain O. A.
Weller, USN, as Commanding
Officer.

During the yard availability, 22
April to 1 June, five thousand
Navy Yard employees worked on
Wasp daily. The Ship’s armament
was increased, the Pilot House
and Flag Bridge lengthened and ad-
ditional Sea Cabins were installed
in the TIsland Structure, among
other improvements, making
Wasp the last word in Flagships.

On 2 June 1945, gay memories
of leave behind her, Wasp left the
Navy Yard, her overhaul and bat-
tle repair zompleted and prepared
for a‘fcw days’ training exercises,
test firing and degaussing, before
g{cparting for the Alameda docks
in the San Francisco area. From
Alameda Wasp set course for Pearl
on 13 June having picked up Air-
group Eighty-six once again and
1aving as passengers Airgroup
Ninety-five,

Commander J. C. Clifton, USN,

Continned on Puge 44

{«%. {\{ming Ship







. Landing Party Inspected
2. Marine Crawls into Breeches Buoy

ving Wasp’s Executive Officer, Commander
J. Slattery, USN, came aboard at Alameda.
\fter a short series of training cruises out of
rl, Wasp was underway on 11 July bearing
the forward area. Giving the Jap-held Wake a
d going over on the 18th Wasp pulled into
wetck on the 19th, and on the 26th joined
sey’s battering ram, the Third Fleet off the
st of Japan.

winging into action on the 28th against enemy
- units at Kure Harbor, Wasr planes with
ors bombed the Light Cruiser Ovopo and the
tleship HaRUNA leaving the former on her side
the latter a smoking, beached wreck.

\rmy flyers dropped the first Atomic Bomb in
orv on Hiroshima on 7 August; a second one
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3. Communion for Marines before Landing
4. Wasp Detachment Aboard Destroyer

was dropped on Nagasaki on the 9th, while Wasr
planes were hitting Honshu airfields. The Task
Force was under steady attack, when at 1612 a
Wasp pilot spotted a “Grace” diving on Wasp
from seven thousand feet. Smoking one wing of
the enemy, Wasp pilot pulled away giving Wasp
gunners a chance to pour lead into this last Kami-
kaze of the war, plopping him into the sea less than
one hundred feet from the starboard bow.

Attacks were launched against airfields in the
area of Tokyo Plains on 10 and 13 August while
the 14th brought the news of the surrender of
Japan. Still enemy planes kept coming in and
Wasr combat air patrol shot down the last plane
of the war. On 15 August, the day the official
Al Nav 194 was received carrying the message of

[. Waves over Bow

the Secretary of the Navy in which he took “satis-
faction in the conclusion of the War,” Admiral
Halsey addressed the Third Fleet and the British
Pacific Fleet, thus ending the seventh Wasp’s
twenty and one-half months of active duty out of
forty-four of World War IL

On 25 August with the war behind her, Wasp
now rolled and pitched in a typhoon with wind
gusts reaching 78 knots. The giant waves smash-
ing down, caved in 30 feet of the forward end of

2. Heavy Scas

the flight deck, making it necessary for Wasp to
return to Pearl for repairs.

Before the return trip however, Wasp flew
numerous mercy missions to deliver supplies to
prisoners of war in the Nagoya area of Japan.

Following repairs, Wasp on 1 October headed
cast through the Panama Canal for Boston, where
she was to participate in the first peacetime Navy
Day in almost four years.

<
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A final chapter, and not the least important one,
was added to Wasp’s history after the gala cele-
brations of Navy Day. In the Navy Yard Annex
at Bayonne, New Jersey almost the last vestiges of
aircraft carrier functions were stripped from
Wasp. The hangar deck was converted into a huge
barracks by the installation of over forty-one hun-
dred bunks and other facilities. In two weeks Wasp
was ready to serve as a transport in the fleet which
earned the name “THe Macic CArRPET.” The
Army was anxious to demobilize many thousands
of men from the various theaters of war, and Wasp
Was to bring back the impatient GI’s waiting in
Italy and England.

To Naples

Qur departure from New York was delayed
until 18 November, so that we could transport
?VGI: twelve hundred men and officers of Italian
Service units back to their homeland. The trip
;?lstelggf;entful, the passengers happy and very
ke (;r Vche comfortable passage. The officers
COnfr()nt? isp met and solved the new problems
grealt Ing them in preparation for the much

er loads of the return trins. A New York

Passengers Exercising on Flight Deck

£

“The Magic Carpet™

Times correspondent and several Navy Department
representatives—a Carrier Engineer and official
photographers—were passenger-observers covering
all angles of this trip.

Wasp arrived in the bomb-and shell-battered
port of Naples, in the shadow of Mt. Vesuvius, on
26 November; sight-seeing, gift-shopping and
souvenir-hunting were the order of the day. The
deepest impressions on the crew were made by the
poverty of the people, the inflation and black
market practices, and by the amazingly preserved
ruins of the ancient city of Pompeii.

By noon on 27 November over fifty-five hun-
dred troops were loaded, filling every available
space, and Waspr immediately set sail for home.
Precedent was shattered by the inclusion of
fourteen women among the passengers, consisting
of Army nurses and Red Cross workers. They
caused surprisingly little disruption to the daily
shipboard routine. The return trip was fast and
pleasant for all hands; the highlight was a minia-
ture Army-Navy game on the flight deck, refereed
by Commander Jumping Joe” Clifton, from
which the Navy emerged victorious. The Ship ar-
rived 2t Newnort News. Vireinia on 4 December.




troops immediately debarked in a pouring rain
the final stage of their demobilization.

Southampton

fter a week in Norfolk, Virginia Wasp de-
ed for Southampton on 12 December, this time
wout passengers. A severe storm, with winds up
ighty knots, in the latter half of the trip,
aked havoc with the hangar deck curtains.
s ended all hope of completing the return trip
“hristmas. During the course of the storm, one
aber of Wasp’s crew, Andrew Mikita, S1/C,
ered a severe fracture and dislocation of the
e, necessitating his transfer to an Army Hos-
| in England.

7asp put in to Plymouth, England, for repairs
9 December, and remained there until the 25 th.
ing this time, the crew availed themselves of
ypportunity to visit London, and to enjoy the
m hospitality of the English. The appalling
ences of the “blitz” made all realize how
unate our cities had been to escape that fate.

)n Christmas day Wasp sailed for Southamp-

Christmas trees appeared in all their glory.
- holiday was devoted to Church Services and
an excellent dinner. The Ship tied up at
thampton on the 26th, loaded close to six thou-
| troops (and not a female among them), who
been waiting many weeks for transportation,

on the 27th headed for New York.

n the next few days WaAsp ran into some of the
rest storms of any winter in the North Atlan-

tic. The constant pounding of the head seas
weakened and finally smashed the forward portion
of the flight deck and the starboard side of the
bow. Beams and bulkheads twisted and buckled.
The port side of the flight deck gave and hung
over the bow, while several officers’ rooms on the
starboard side had to be vacated. Damage contrel
measures by the constantly vigilant and hard-
working Hull Department prevented any injuries
to personnel and succeeded in limiting the damage.
The Ship was forced to change course, and headed
south in an attempt to get out of the storm area.
On New Year’s Eve, the storm’s fury was at its
height, and there was very little celebrating at
midnight. The crew were too tired, the GI’s too
seasick.

The New Year brought new and better weather,
and the remainder of the trip was untroubled.
Our original ETA of 1 January had gradually
moved ahead, and it wasn’t until § January that
W asp, limping but proud, was slowly warped into
her berth at the Port of Embarkation in Staten
Island. The tired yet happy troops bid us farewell
as they quickly debarked to the cheers and waving
of a welcoming New York.

The Last Mile

On 6 January 1946, Wasp moved to the New
York Navy Yard Annex at Bayonne, New Jersey.
There she is undergoing repairs and overhaul, and
there she is destined to be retired to the Inactive
Reserve which she has so thoroughly earned.
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Che Organ Loft i the Chapel

The subject of religion in the life of a ship this size bas also played an important part. 1t bas been quoted by many
that this is onc of the most veligions ships afloat.  The attendance at all services at all times has been very gratifying to the
Chaplains. 1t is belicved that the USS WASP is the only ship afloat that can boast of imitation stained glass chureh windows
painted on the bulkbead in the organ loft. While at Bremerton last May for repairs, the two Chaplains, Chaplain Fitzgerald,
Catholic, and Chaplain Uerris, Protestant, obtained the permissions of the Executive Officer, the Gunnery Officer (since 40
MM gun barrels bung where the murals are painted), and the First

Lieutenant to have an organ loft built between two frames on the

port side of the ship near the forward clevator. Here was placed a
beantiful Hammond clectric organ which was donated at Conmis-
sioning by the Governor of Rbode Island. As time went on, Buddy
Feather, a Sionx Indian, who bad done murals at the Golden Gate
Lxhibition, volunteered his free time to do four stained glass imita-

tion windows.

Painted at sea, between the United States, Pearl Harbor and
Japan; they depict, in left to right order, first, on an American Flag
background, the protecting Mother of God showering Her Blessings
on a sailor, a Marine and a Naval pilot; secondly, the Crucifixion of
Christ; thirdly, the face of Christ, bigh in the cumulous clouds,
watching over the WASP as she plows her way through the ocean
under an wmbrella of planes from ber flight deck; and lastly, in the
top panel, the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph holding the
Christ Child.

1t is just below the organ loft that four services are beld every
Sunday:—two Catholic Masses and two Protestant services,  Jewish
services are conducted by a scaman every Friday cvening in the
library. Latter Day Suint Sevvices ave beld in the libvary on Sunday

MOrnings.

Truly then, God has not been forgotten, but has held high

Buppy Fearmier, AMM1/C priorities in this floating city both in the forward and rear arcas

AT WORK PAINTING RrLicious Murats of war. The cooperation of the officers and men during church

REPRESENTING STAINED GLASS '
CHurcH WINDOWS

services /J{I.\' /}L’L"ﬂ L’,\'(‘('”L’ﬂf.
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