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Office of llaval History, lavy Departme

The History of the U.S.S. UWASP (CV-18) .
2L, lovember 1943 to 2 September 1945.

(a) Director of llaval History
of 10 August 1945.

{_b] ClNO's letter OP-33-J6~JEJ, 118433,

" 14 March 1945. ,

(e) Alpac 219, September 1945. e

(d) Aviation Circular Letter No. T7h=ik,
25 July 1944, o

(e) Aviation Circular Letter No. 101-45,
11 September 1945.

Subject History.

In accordance with the references the enclost
e history of the U.S.S. WASP (CV-18), the seventh
ring to the United States, The history begins
sio of the ship 2L llovember 1943, and ends
September 1945, Bast Longitude date.













pected to be christencd the USS Oriskany.
AEER 1942
15 ... The sixth WaSP in 4. crican history (CV7)

was sunk while supporting reinfnrcamﬂnﬁﬂ._'ti

into Cuadalcanal; Captain Forrest P, Sher=
man, USN, of lclrose, liassachusetts, was

ﬁ; her conmander.

 AUGUST 1943
;;jﬁ-if eve Hull 1510 was christened by liss Julia
L1;3 leher Steel Company, Fore River Yard,
ot ..

B Quincy, Massachusetts, Miss Julia walsh,

VWalsh and launched "US5 WaSP" at Beth-

sponsor, is the sister of United States
senator from Massachusetts, David I,

Walsh., During the WasP's construction
a few ship's officers formed the crew -&;*'
and held classes in the Fargo Builﬂigg@ﬁ;

weceiving station, Boston, hassachu

.
r.ﬁ hy

&

. Other ship's officers formed and
] to function the ship's dep

e




Bryﬂank Number 3, South Boston Navy Yarﬂ
Epgtuu, khassachusetts, by the Cormandant
of the First Naval District, to whom the
UaSP became attached for the completion
of her fittinz out period prior to readi-
ness for shakedown. The same authority
authorized the «ASP to operate at sca
prior to shakedown. Escorts USS BiECK~
ENRIDGE (DD 148) and USS BL&KELY (DD 150)
operated with the 1ASP,

4t 0800, wueen zone time, following day
operationé and degaussing in Massachu-
setts Bay, the A5P, now attached to

Commander air force, atlantic Fleet,

got underway for liaval Onerating Ease,

Norfolk, Virginia, ASP shakedown had"
~ begun; her escort was ComDesDiv 20 -
. USY FORRLST ;nn 163), uss HOBSON (DD
















_E$ +es Pursuvant to orders of Comsirrac,

WacP berthed at Pler 3-23, Nevy thﬂ;
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Pcarl Herbor for five days availability.

Onc ycar hence, on 11 april, WASP will
steam into Puget oSound Navy Yard for
repairs, nccessitated by battle damage.
1ASP sortied from Pearl Harbor and con=-
ducted two day gunnery exerciscs, oxX-
perimental catapulting of Pih?; and air
operations in accordancc with ComairPac
order designating Task Group 19.1 This
Group consistcd of WASP, USS UHLMANN,
USS TWINNING (DD 540) and the USS YAR-
NELL with ComDcsDiv 106 again embarked.
dear almiral V. K, Harrcll, UsN, on
JASP -8 Task Group Commander and Off-
icer in Charge of axercises,

Task Group 19,1 cntered Pearl Harbor

and was dissolved; WaSP mpareﬂ‘§g+P
















Pueling PTask Unit 58,6.5.

waSP launched four strikes against Marcus.

, +awP launched two strikes on Marcus and,
as on the day before, dostroyed cnomy air-
ecraft, surface craft and shorc installations,
fendezvoused with fucl Task Unit 58.6.5.
wasP launched five strikes against uake Is-
land air and surfacc craft and shorc targets.
Task Group 58,6 returncd to Majuro and diss-
olved; iaSP anchored at Berth £-13 at 1406
Mike (-inus 12) zonc time and devotod the
remainder of May to loading provisions, amm=-
unition, aviation gasolinec and fuel oil,
T is vecsscl atteched to Vice Admira} are A,
wmitscher's Task Foree 58 - Flegship, U3S
Lo <TWGTON .

(12)






































































?port Unit)
Hear adniral G,B, ﬂa:ri’“

r Bg_uadron 53
or | ﬁivisian 105 °
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h:l.t 38ukel (Cruisor unit) deer adui
~:-' L m] Rﬁﬁx‘ -ﬂﬂ..,...,il'ﬂl 1:11&&3 % rﬁl ﬁ

ﬂﬁa S5T. PaUL

‘J%;lg Unit 38.4,5 (nc;cacn Unit) Couniodore Higgins

Uss ba{[*I DILGO

Desbiv 108

'Dgg%a% 5:%
DesDiv 113 (Plus Prank Lnox)

Uss ROWE (F)
Uso ol LY
Uso oT0JJARD

& EE e TTS
USo oiEN
Uow Fralk LITOX

Desidon 53 .
DesDiv 105 (Less Halsey rowell)
Uos CUSHLUG (F)

Uous CGULaIlaAl
UsS UHLEANN

DesDiv 106
Uos TOIOTING
Uis STOCHHAM




@m over on her side and th-amu;gl:;;l_.y be d -
ond set cfire the battleship Heu(Ulla, i;'-_m:_lﬂ_i:;g
hor to be beached, .
+es Cruiser Uivision 10 and scrccuing dostroyers
sl detoched to report to TU 34,8,1 for duty.
‘;.': W e+ Louncied attacks cgoinst Hiratsuku, fujisawa
& and Maizuru Bay, Japon, Cruiser Division 10

and scrcecning dostroyors rejoined dispositions

7 see U. S. aruy droppod first atomic boub in history
on Hiroshina, Japan, Sailing cs before, in con~

peny with Task Group 38.4. Officcr in Tactical

Corziond is Cormander Task Group 38.4 in USS YORK-

TN - last eruise cnd operation of the war.

, kT wir uroup 86 struck cirfields on ilonshu,
Thec U, o, arny dropped the sccond and last atm
bowb uscd in .orld .ar II on Nogosaki. liny @ﬁ,,_g: ,.-
cuy plancs shot down over Task Force, at 1612 -
imP opened fire on "Grace” diving on ship, .
after Graec’ was attocked by asP planc 7000
foct overhcad. -Grace® shot down into watc




ics, following his dcath, caused by the P

- IT J ..
peller of a toxiing plane. waiﬁﬂyrﬁsﬁ.g@QEAL%j

down by 3P Combat wir Patrol at Al niles.
, Japancse Nows ajcney roported Japancse accept
ance of surrender note.
Launched strikes against airficlds in Tokyo
area. vaoP Conbat .ir Putrol shot down one
of theo last cneny plenes in the war with Ja
doceived ALNAV 194 from the Socretury of the
Navy, addressed to &1l hands of the United I
otates Wavy, “to take satisfaction in '.Iﬁha
conelusion of the war,” 4t 1300 hﬁmirﬂl
¥ Halscy, USN, Coimandor of the renowned

| H‘i*‘_:;;iﬁipaa. stotos Third Fleot, addvessed his
- ok Had the British Proifls Flwﬁ; g L
cnth /aSP cnded 20} months of Vory a
in tho 44 months of world il

e
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d radar gear all aailﬂﬂ'r custor s
m&listic pattern of arrangemm% 1
1ce rather than appearance. The ¢

 Intercomuunication methods could be improved

r usec of tecletype; on oxtonsive i'ﬂ.s'tﬂiiﬁ._:":"'
aboard cnd only a few additional units
nececssary to reach all vital persons aﬂﬂ. fhl

It is rocommended that ot loast twal‘v;a
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