DECOMMISSTIONING CEREMONY
UNTITED STATES SHIP ORISKANY
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Thuns day
30 September 1976
Naval Ain Station
Alameda, Califomnia



THE COMMISSTON PENNANT

The onigin of the Commission Pennant is Aaid
to date back to the seventeenth century, when the
Dutch wene §ighting the English. Admiral TROMP
hoisted a broom at his masthead fo indicate his
intention to sweep the English grom the sea. The
gesture was soon answered by the English Adminal
who hodsted a homsewhip, To indicate his Aintentfion
Lo chastise the Dutch. The Baitish carnied out
thein boast and even since, the navww or coach-
whip pennant (symbolizing the onrniginal horsewhip)
has been the distinctive mark of a ship of war and
has been adopited by all nations.

The modern U.S. Navy Commission Pennant ALs
bfue at the hoist with a union of seven whife
stans and a horizontal ned and white sfnipe at

the #Ly.

When a ship st entens the active service,
the Commission Pennant 4is broken, indicating that
the Captain 4is hencefonth nesponsible for the
Ship's headiness and hen safe, efgicient operation.
When the ship <8 decommissioned, Tthis sfatus Ls
nemoved, the Captain nelieved of his nresponsibil-
ity, and the ship's service 45 Tterminated.



UNITED STATES SHIP
ORISKANY
ATTACK AIRCRAFT CARRIER
THIRTY-FOUR

BUILT BY
NEW YORK NAVAL SHIPYARD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

INACTIVATED AT NAVAL AIR STATION
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA

Authonized 7 Aug
Keel Laid 1 May
Launched 13 Oct
Cons truction Suspended 29 Aug
Cons truction Resumed 11 Aug
Commissioned 25 Sep
Decommissioned (San Francdsco

Bay Naval Shipyanrd) 2 Jan
Recommissioned 7 Max

Decommissioned 30 Sep

1942
1944
1945
1946
1947
1950

1957
1959
1976



ORISKANY'S

On July 17, 1777, Genenral Nichofas Henlimen 4s4ued
a call fo Americans Living near Rome, New York, asking
them "fo march Lo oppose the enemy with uigern, as true
patriols, for the defense of theirn countny." The call
was answered, and on August 6, 1777, the stnategic Bat-
e of Oniskany was fought, which helped tuwmn Lhe tide
0f the Revolutienany War. One-hundred and sixty-foun
years Latfen on August 7, 1942, Congress authorized the
construction of the attack aircraft carnien USS ORISKANY
(CU-34].

ORISKANY was the Last Essex class attack carnnuien.
With the completlion of her sixteenth and final cruise
she Leaves Lo histony the gfinal story of perhaps the
greatest class of ships ever fo go to sea and fight.

The Last of Awenty-four sistens with names Like
YORKTOWN, HORNET and FRANKLIN, she was concedlved in
the furny of war., Named agften the Revolutionary Wan
battle of Orniskany Creek, hen keel was Laid af the
New York Navy Yard in Brookfyn on May 1, 1944 and was
Launched on Octoben 13, 1945 aften the close of WWIT.
Hen construction was suspended on August 29, 1946 and
she waited while carnien aviation grew even moxe
powerfjul and required carriens to opernate fastern and
heaviern atrcragl.

Construction was resumed on August 11, 1947 undern
a pho fect called "27A." The project included many
modi gications Lo the ondiginal design. ORISKANY's armon
belft was removed and hen hull widened by the addition
of blistens on each sdide. This increased hen displace-
ment grom 27,100 tons standand (33,900 trial) Lo 39,000
fons fulf Load. Mone powernful hydraulic (H-8) cata-
pults and arnesting gearn were Lnstalled.,



STORY

The §Light deck and efevatons wene significantly

| stnengthened. The {sland strhuctune was shorntened,
modernized and an edcalator added. Four more give-inch
guns were installed in sponsons on the starboard s.ide.

' Finally commissioned on Septemben 25, 1950, ORISKANY was
the Lasi Essex class carndien Lo be placed in service and
was capable of operating aircragt weighing wowarnds of
50,000 pounds.

With Captain Pency H. Lyons in command, ORISKANY
steamed to Guantanamo Bay for hen shakedown crudise.
Orniskanymen got the snip off Lo an Ampressive beginning
by setting an all-Lime hecord Lin gunnerny marksmanship.
ORISKANY nretuwned Lo her home port of Quonset Podnt,
Rhode T1sland, before deploying on a give month Mediterranean
crudse in May 1951.

Upon completion of the cruise, ORISKANY entened the
Brooklyn Naval Shipyard in November 1951, and was placed
in {nactive status for 4Light deck renovation. On hen
necommissdioning in May 1952, ORISKANY netumned to active
duty with .a new braidge, glight deck and automatic steen-
ing Aystem.

ORISKANY became the finst alrcraft canvnder Lo round
Cape Honn while ennoute Lo San Diego, California, the
ship's new home pont. ODuning the nest of 1952 and 1953,
ORISKANY senved with the U.S. SEVENTH Fleet as a part of
the United Nations Task Force in the Korean conglict.

In 1956 ORISKANY was deactivated and an extensive
angle deck convernsion and modernization was completed.
She was decommissioned on Januarny 2, 1957. During the
next two years the "Mighty 0" was sculptured into a




ORISKANY'S

stniking new shape, complete with an angled §light deck
and streamlined hurnicane bow. The ofd hydraulic cata-
pul s wene neplaced by steam-dypiven ones capable o
Launching much heavien airchagt. The cramped Combat
Infornmation Centen was nelocated to a more protected
area of the ship and the crew's berthing spaces were
modernized. ORISKANY was recommissioned on Manch 7,
1959, and Captain James M. Wright, who senved as
Executive Officen £n 1951 and 1952, assumed command.

ORISKANY has had a distinguished careen dwiing
hen commissioned service. Among the many highfighits
which have been attributed o ORISKANY are:

- 1952-1953 Kohean depfoyment - ORISKANY planes
dropped 4,600 fons of bombs and expended more than
1,000,000 rounds of 20MM ammunition duning 7001 sonties
oven 111 glying days. During this cruise F-9F Panthen
fefs engaged in what (s believed Lo be the {ist multi-
jet aenial dog- fight in naval histony. Four ORISKANY
jets wene pitited against seven Communist MIG 15's and
emenged vicforiouws. Two MIG's wene destroyed and a
thind was damaged. ALL fouwr ORISKANY piloifs hetwwed
safely.

- ORISKANY has been the scene of fwo majon
mowvies. The Bridges of Toko-RL and the Men of the
Fighting Lady.

- In June 1963, President John F. Kennedy wisitfed
ORISKANY fo witness an operational readiness demon-
stration and obsenve the Naval Tactical Data System
(NTDS). NTDS 48 an efectronic computen system that
collects, stones, sonts and evaluates factical data
from the ship's radan and commuiications Aystem in
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electhonic computens. ORISKANY was the ginst ship Zo
employ this sophisticated system, which L5 sLLEL The
most modern and capable of anti-airn wargare control
systems.

- ORISKANY has won the Ney Awarnd forn the best
enlisted mess in 1964, 1965 and 1973,

- In 1963-1964, then Commander Robeatl Baldwin was
the Commander of Canrniern Al Group (CAG) 16 on boand.
In 1975-1976, ORISKANY was unden the dinection of Wice
Adminal Baldoin in his fob as Commander Naval Ain
Forces, U.S. Pacipic Fleet.

- In 1965 pilots of CAG 16 flew thein fnat combat
sonties of the Vietnam conglict. Exceptional demands
were made on the ship and hen crew, but the vetenan
carien never missed a single day's combal commifment.
The CAG on board was then Commanden Stockdale. On
Septemben 9, 1965, Commanden Stockdale did not retww
from a combat mission coven Nornth Vietnam., He was L£istea
as missing An action, and, in fact, became the Navy's
senion Prisonen of Warn duning the Vietnam conglict,
spending over seven yeard in North Uletnamese prisons.
He was subsequently awarded The Medal of Honor fon his
Leadernship and actions as a POW.

Durning the cruise ORISKANY {few overn 12,000 combat
s0ies, the Langest numben evern achieved by any cannien
in naval historny duning a single combat depfoyment. Henx
planes dropped 10,000 tons of bombs and forn these effont
the ship and Air Wing were awarded the Navy Unif Com-
mendation.

- On Sepfemben 16, 1966, ORISKANY rescued fonty-
four crewmen of a British greighter grnounded on Pratas
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Reef using the ship's helicopten detfachment. One helo
was Lost when a huge wave Literally knocked it out of
the ain, but afl hele crewmen were hescued.

- Captain John H. Tarnobino assumed command o
ORISKANY in Manch 1966, adding anothen chapten fo naval
histony. His brothen Chantles commanded the ship in
1962 and 1963, 1£ was the finst time that fwo brothens
had commanded the same alrcraft carnien.

- The 1967 WESTPAC cruise saw ORISKANY pilots
participate in ain haids of the Vietnam War against
such key tarngets as Haiphong's Lach Tray Shipyard, the
Cam Pha poat facilities and the Phue Yen MIG base north|
o4 Hanoi. ORISKANY jets also were the finst to dnop a
majorn bridge in the centen of Haiphong, the Haiphong
Highway Bridge (SSE), a three-span concnete and steel
Sthucture.

- One of ORISKANY's F-§ intenceptons, piloted by
Lieutenant Dick Wyman made headlines by downing an
enemy MIG 17 in a guriouws dog-gight that fook place
oven seventy miles of Nonth Vietnam. The §Lfteen
minute chase, termed one cof the fongest aenial engage-
ments in the historny of the Ux_atmm War by many pilois 4
ended when Lieutenant Wyman fined an ain-Lo-ain missil
that sent the MIG carntwheeling into a rice paddy whenre
it exploded and buwwmed.

- Anothen ORISKANY F-§ Crusaden pilot Lieutenant
Commanden Vernich was shot down on a mission over North
Uietnam by an enemy missile. Verich success fully
evaded capture forn the remainder of the day and night
be fore being plucked grom the enemy's own backyard
the next momning in a daning nescue Led by fellow



STORY
ORISKANY pilots.

- ORISKANY has suffered two major §irnes. On March
6, 1953, the "Mighty 0" fought hen §inst battle with a
maforn gine. An F-4U Comsair netwwmed from a mission in
Korea with a hung bomb, and attempted to Land. The bomb
dislodged, exploded and the ensuing §lames, fed by gaso-
Line grom the Corsair, spread to tﬁa hangar bay.

Two men were kRilled and gifteen injured, but the
ftames wene Lsolated 4in the hangar bay and extinguished.
The hero of the day, however, was Aiman Richard Donovan
who plunged through the glames and exploding ammurition
Lo cut the parachute hatness which had trapped the pilot
in his bwwming plane. Donovan and anothen airman then
caried the flien to safety. Night repain effonts
enabled the ship to nesume §lying stnikes the next momn-
ing.

Perthaps the grimest day in ORISKANY histony was
Octoben 26, 1966. A fine started in a parachute §lare
Locken in hangar bay one and forty-four men died. 1t
bwwed through fourn decks and the officens benthing
areas fowand of the numbern One elevator. Many ef the
dead were pilots who had only hours before netwwed
grom combat missions oven Nonth Vietnam. When the
fines wene extinguished the damage became wisible. Two
helicoptens were destroyed, four "Skyhawks" badly dam-
aged, hangan bay One gutted, (incapacitating the cata-
pults], and officens' countny bwwmed ouf.

ORISKANY began her Last cruise on Septemben 16,
1975. 1t was hen sixteenth deployment, the §ifteenth
to WESTPAC. S.gnificantly, she celebrated hen silven
anniversarny duning the second week of the cruise, mark-




ORISKANY'S STORY

ing twenty-give years of senvice, She also recornded hen
202,000th arnested Landing duning the deployment.

The Last cruise of an Essex class carrnien ended on
March 3, 1976 with the ORISKANY's andval in Alameda.
She was born 4in the fury of warn {in 1944 and netined in
peace 4in 1976.

ORISKANY'S DECORATIONS

Navy Unit Commendation Medal w/two battle stars

Navy Occupation Senvice Medal (Ewropean Class)

China Senvice Medal

United Nations Senvice Medal

Armed Fonrces Expeditionany Medal w/one ! e (tan

National Defense Service Medal w/two b and

Menitoricus Unit Commendation

Konean Presidential Unit Citation Badge

Republic ¢f Vietnam Campaign Medak

Korean Senvice Medal

Uietnam Service Medal w/gfour battle stans

Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation
Gallantry Cross

Korean Defense w/one batile stan

Third Korean Wintern w/one battle sian

Vietnam Advisony Campaign w/one battle sian

Vietnamese Degfense Campaign w/one batitle stan

Uietnamese Countern-044ensive Campaign w/one batile
slan

Vietnamese Countern-0ffensive Campaign - Phase 11
w/one battle stan

Vietnam Operations w/one battle sta*
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1000, 30 September 1976
*Auiival of 0§gicial Party
*Parade the Colons
"Wational Anthem

*Invecation
Lieutenant Commandern James F. Kefley, CHC, USN

Introduction by the Commanding 0fficen
Captain Robent G. Conaughton, USN

Remanks by Guest Speaken
Rear Adminal John Cuntis Bawmwow, USN

Remarks by the Commanding 0§4icen
Captain Robent G. Conaughton, USN

*Guests Stand
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Decommissioning Ceremony

Reading o the Decommissioning Ondens

Hauling Down of Colons and Commissioning Pennant
Secure the Honommen and the Watch

Honoamen Debark Ship

Ofgicen of the Deck Presents National Ensign and
Clesed Ship's Log to the Commanding 0fficen

Presentation of Last glown National Ensign Lo
the Longest towred sailor presently onboard

Presentation by the Masten Chief Petty 0fficen
of the Command of the Commissioning Pennant to
Captain Conaughton

*Benediction
Lieutenant Commander James F. Kelley, CHC, USN

*Departune of 0fficial Party



CAPTAIN RUBERT G. CONAUGHTON, USN



BIOGRAPHY

Captain Conaughton enlisted in the Naval Ain Resenve
.at the Naval Ain Station, Miami in June 1949. The §ollow-
ing yearn he hecedved an appointment to the Naval Academy
and was commissioned an Ensdign in June 1954, He was
condened to flight thaining at Pensacola, Flonida and was
designated a Naval Aviator in Decemben 1955, at Beeville,
Texas .

His st squadnon tour was with Fighten Squadron 1472
based at Naval Ain Station, Miraman, Califormia. He glew
F1-3's and F-8's and deployed on USS HORNET and USS RANGER
He then served a short tour as an F-§ instrhucton with VF-
124 at Naval Ain Station, Moffett Field. TIn August, 1960,
he entened the Naval Post Graduate Schoof at Monterey,
Caldifornia, in the weapons systems cwunicuwlum.

He was then ordered Lo VFP (photfo reconnaissance
squadion) 62 whenre he served as Administrative 0fficen
and Officer in Charge of Detachment 65 onboand USS ENTER-
PRISE. 1n Octoben, 1965, Captain Conaughton reponted fo
Tﬂe Staff of Commanden SEVENTH Fleet onboand USS PROVIDENC

CLG-6).

Aften two yeans on the staff he became the Ass.istant
Projects Officen for Aln Development Squadron Five at Chin
Lake, Califamiia. 1In Februany, 1969, Captacn Conaughton
heponted Lo VF-162 as the Executive 0fficen, and in Octobe
became the Commanding Officen. VF-162 deployed to Vietnam
on USS TICONDEROGA and USS SHANGRI-LA. Duty at the Naval
Acn Systems Command Headquanterns followed as class desk
«0fgtcen fon the F-& aircragt.

Captain Conaughton attended the Indusitnial College o4
the Anumed Forces 4in 1973-74 and earned a Mastens Degree An
‘Adminis tration §rom George Washington Univensity. He
heponted Lo ORISKANY as Executive 0fficen cn Novemben 1,
1974. On June 23, 1976, he became her Commanding 0§ flcen.

Captain Conaughton {5 marnied Lo the fomnmen Alice M.
Coopern of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They have wo sons
and wo daughtens.



REAR ADMIRAL JOHN CURTIS BARROW, USN

RADM John C. Barnow was born 4in New Bloomgield,
Missounl, the son of the Late Mr, and Mws, G. E. Barwow.
He enlisted in the Navy V-5 (Aviation Cadet] Program 4in
June 1943 and 4in June 1945, he entered the Naval Academy
and was graduated and commissioned {n 1949. RADM Barnou
was designated a Naval Aviaton in Apnil 1951 and served
with VF-21 at NAS, Oceana, Winginia from August 1951 Lo
August 1955. On 1 Aprid 1954 he was one of three mem-
bens of VF-21 who spanned the continent non-sZop from
San Diego to New York in Less than four howns (a Lrans-



continental speed necond at that time) while (lying the
FiF-6, Cougar, and wtilizing Ain-g€ight nrefueling then in
Aty infancy.
¢ From August 1955 until June 1958, RADM Barrow was on
the gaculty at the U.S. Naval Academy. He then senved with
VFP-62 untif August 1961 whenre he was 0fficen-in-Charge of
*a Photo Detachment. Atfendance at the Fletfchen Schocof of
Law and DipLomacy followed and he necedlved a Mastern of

Ants degree in 1962 and the degree of Master of Ants An

Law and DipLomacy in 1963,

RADM Barrow reponted o VF-32 in Januany 1964 sernving
as Executive 0fficer until Decemben 1965 and then as Com-
manding Officen wntdil Decembern 1966.

Taking command of Aftack Carnniern Air Wing 3 in July
1967, he was nelieved in Novemben 1968 and reponted fon
duty in OPNAV with fhe Strategic PLans and Poldlcy Division.
From Novembenr 1969 wntil Januany 1971, he was Executive
Assistant and Senion Adde to ine Deputy Chief of Naval

| Openations for PLans and Policy.

RADM Barnow commanded USS OGDEN (LPD-5}) from Aprdll
1971 to Januany 1972. He commanded USS ORISKANY (CV-34)
grom March 1972 wuntil Octoben 1973, duning which £ime the
ship made a fen month combat dapﬂﬂymgnt tﬂ WESTPAC and was
on Mmﬁwn n the Gulf of Tonkin when hostifities ceased.

In Novemben 1973, RADM Bamtow was assigned to the
Politico-Militany Policy Divisdion in the O0ffice of the
Chief of Naval Operations as the Deputy Directon and agten
I May 1975 as the Division Directon. He was also CNQ's
Special Assistant for Pan-Amenican Affains. RADM Barrow

was promofed Lo his present ghrade on 1 July 1975,

He is authonrized to wearn the Legion of Merit with gold
stan, Distinguished Flying Cross, Ain Medaf, Navy Commenda-
Lion Medal w,-"CﬂnrbaI fhgm i:ha Me,-*u,.tﬂ!:.{,uua Umi Commendation,
“and the Navy Expadfc,tmmm_; Medal.

RADM Barnnow 48 marnnied to the fonmen Manilyn Anne
Cookman of ELizabeth, New Jensey. They now reside at
§720 Eugene PLace, Alexandria, Winginia.



COMMANDING OFFICERS

Pency H. Lyons

John 0. Lambrecht
Countney Shands
Chartes D. Grifgin
Leroy C. Simplen
Charles L. Westhofen
James M. Wnight
William S. Guest
Hany H. Barton
Chanles A. Tarwwob.dno
Hexman J. Thrum
William H., House
Bartholomew J. Connolly 111
John H. Tarrobino
BilLy D. Holden

Jack S. Kenyon

John A, GilLenist
Frank S. Haak

John C. Barrow
Fornest P, Andenson
Huntington Hardisty
Robert G. Conaughton

Sep 50
Juf 51
Juf 52
Jun 53

Juf 51
Juk 52

Jul 54
Juf 55
Jan 57
Feb 60
Man 61
Man 62
Mar 63
Mar 64
Man 65
Mar 66

Man 68
Sep 69
Sep 70
Mar 72
Cet 73
Jan 75

Sep 76



SHIP'S STATISTICS

LAUNCHED Octoben 13, 1945
COMMISSTONED Septemben 25, 1950
LENGTH 911 feet
HETGHT 225 feet
BREADTH 197 feet
DRAFT 33 feet, 9 inches
DISPLACEMENT 44,500 Lons
SPEED Over 30 hnots
HORSEPOWER 150,000
PROPULSTON 4 engines

4 screws

| rudden
FRESH WATER MADE 180,000 gallons pen day
SHIP'S COMPANY 109 officens

1981 entisted
AIR WING 135 officens

1050 enbisted
ANCHORS 15 Lons
ANCHOR CHAIN 215 fathoms (port]

155 gathoms (stanboand]
ARRESTED LANDINGS 202,788






