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CAPTAIN HOWARD VANIMAN HOPKINS, U.S. NAVY

; Eoward Vaniman Hopkins was born in Denver, Colorado, September 9,
1900, son of the late Barton A. and Gertrude W. Hopkins, He attended
South Denver High School, and the University of Colorado for two
years before receiving an appointment to the United States Naval
Academy in 1920, He was a member of the wrestling team all four
years while a midshlipman. Graduated and commissioned Ensign in June,
1924, he subsequently advanced in grade to the rank of Captain to

date from June 1, 1943. '

’ After his graduation in 1924 he was attached to_the USS WEST
VIRGINIA until the end of 1925. Ordered to the Naval Alr Station,
Pensacola, Florida for flight instruction, he was designated a Naval
Aviator in 1926, and when detached in the spring of 1927 he was asS-
signed to Alrcraft Squadrons, Battle Flect, for service with Fightlng
Squadron 6, Bombing Squadrons 2 and 3, successlvely, aboaPd the USS
LANGLEY, USS SARATOGA, and USS LEXINGTON. In January, 1930 he re-
turncd to Pensacola, for further instruction, and later for duty there.
serving until ecarly in 1933. -

Returning to duty at sea, he was assigned to the USS OKLAHOMA,
and was attached to the aviation unit aboard that battleship at .
San Pecdro, California, until July, 1936. He then reported for duty
as Gunnery and Navigation Officer of Patrol Squadron 1OF, wlth Air-
craft Squadrons based at Pearl Harbor, T.H. Again reporting aboard
the USS SARATOGA, he was assigned to Bombing Squadron 3 for one year,
and when that squadron was transferred in 1939 to the USS RANGER of
Atlantic Squadrons at Norfolk, Virginla, he continued in that duty,
also later scrving with Patrol Squadron 4, as Commanding Officer of
Bombing Squadron 4, and as Commanding Officer of Scouting Squadron 41
based on the RANGER.

: Ordered to the Navy Departmecnt, Washington, D.C. in the fall of
1941, he scerved in the Bureau of Acronautics until May, 1943. The fel-
lowing year he was Deputy Commander of Fleet Air Wing 10 based 1n
western Australia. From June to November, 1944 hc scerved as Asslst-
ant Chicf of Staff, Loglstics Sectlon, on the staff of Commander Alr-
craft, Sceventh Flect. He was awarded the Leglon of Merit with combat
distinguishing device, V, "For exceptionally meritorious conduct 1n
the performance of outstanding service . . . during the period from
July 4 to November 17, 1944." The cltation further states; "Respon-
sible for the planning and administering of tho logistic support of
Naval and Marine alr units in the Southwest Pacific Area, Captaln
Hopkins contributed materially to the fulfillment of the needs of

the Flcet aviation units and to the success of our operations in the
arets o !

He assumed command of the USS MARCUS ISLAND, and servcd from
February to November, 1945 in that command. That vessel and her at-
tached air squadrons participated in the assault and capture of Oki-
nawa Gunto, March 21 to April 29, 1945. The Navy Unlt Commendation
awarded to that carrier escort states: ", , . In perlods of crisis
she carried out the misslons of disabled ships in addition to her own,
scrvieing, rearming and launching their planes, Her notable record
of service and combat achicvement reflects the highest credit upon
her couragcous officcrs and men and upon the U,S. Naval Servico,"
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He was awarded thc Bronze Star Medal with Combat V, also for
that period of service, the cltatlon stating that ", . . his leadecr-
ship and rcsourcefulness contributed to the outstanding rccord
achicved by his vessel and 1ts attached alrcrew in the notably high
percentage of alrcraft avallabillty and the proficient teamworx of
officers and crew. . ."

_ Upon returning to thc Unitcd States, he reportcd to the Nayal
Air Station, Corpus Christi, Tcxas, in December, 1945, as Prospcctive
Commanding Officer of the Naval Alr Tecanlcal Training there, but he
was detached the following February, and from March to June,: 1946 he
was Commanding Officcr of the Naval aAir Technical Trainlng Command at
Norman, Oklahoma, followed by similar duty 1n Jacksonville, Florida,
from Junc, 1946 to July, 1947. From August, 1947 to May, 1948, he
was Chicf of Staff to the Commander, Naval alr Technical Tralning
Command, Mcmphis, Tennessce.

He scrved a year as Commanding Officer of the Naval Alir- Statlon,
in Agana, Guam, and when rclieved in September, 1949, he assumed com-
mand of thc USS SAIPAN, ailrcraft carricr, attached to the Paclfic
Flect, scrving until the end of 1950, Reporting in the Navy Depart-
ment, he served the year January, 1951-1952 in the O0fficce of the
Chief of Naval Opcrations, Naval Intelligence Division, as hcad of a
brench. He then rcported for duty as Chicf of Staff and Aide to
Commandcr, Flect Alr, in Jacksonville, Florida, wherc he is prcsently
serving. :

In addition to the Legion of Merlt and Bronze Star Medal cach
with Combat V, and the Navy Unit Commcndation Ribbon, Captain Hopkins
has the Amcrican Defense Scrvice Medal with bronze star; Amcrican
Gampaign Medal; Aslatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with threc bronze
stars; Philippine Liberation Ribbon with bronze star; and World War II
Victory Mecdal.

Captain Hopkins' wifc is thc former Elizabeth Pcrkins of Denver,
Colorado. They now reside in Jacksonville, Florida,
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