NEW-YORK

COLUMBIA’S LIBRARY.

NOTES ON SOME OF THE RARE AND IN-
TERESTING BOOKS IT CONTAINS.
Although the library of Columbia University
Will Jfor some years to come have to yield the
paim to those of older and larger institutions, it
reached creditable proportions, con-

g more than three hundred thousand vol-
un is rapidly growing. Dr. Canfield, the
direct is an administrative genius, and under

was policy the become one
< nized in the country. Columbia
has not sutlicient money to indulge in luxuries,
the appropriated for books is divided
curefully the wvarious departments,

library has

“

=0 sum

among ac-

Cor g to their needs, but sp lization can
hardly as yet be afforded. It is safe to say,
however, that one department will bear com-
parison with the similar division of any other
university library, at least so far as technical
knowl » and untiring research are concerned.
The collecting of rare books goes on apace;
considering the financial limitations of the de-
partm the number of volumes accumulated
is remarkable.

The university does not enter into competition
with collectors at the much advertised auction
sales volumes. Expensive first editions
are which must be for the present
passed The wvalue of such possessions is

1mted, but Columbia confines itself

to oks vich have for the student
a « scientific value. Mr. Simkhovitch,
wk buys such volumes for the university, not
ir jucry mak a rich discovery and pre-

a with a treasure j ked up for a

luere song, but only in this way and by gift are

first editions and remarkable bindings secured.

In spite of these limitations Columbia’s rare
old books number several thousand. When the
Phenix colloction came to ihe university it

brought one thousand rare and valuable works.

Thus the d: ment from time to time takes
long strides forward, although for the most part
as the dircctor's intimate

business enables

bookseller's

ey to the best advantage

was t

A first edition of Racine’s

a copy of which had sold for 128K francs, was
secured for 40 cents. Another interesting find

made is a copy of the first edition of “Die
Naturliche Tochter,” Goethe's more than half

A copy of
iue Massimi

orgotten tragedy, published in 18

co's famous *‘Dialogi sopra i

emi Tolom ¢ Copernicano

Filorence in 1 is also the property of the
rsity. This is the work which eventually

brought Galileo to his knees in recantation; the

whole edition was supposed to be

only two or three escaped destruction.

copies

-

scienti

the rary's chief treasures, perhaps |
irl of greatest price, first edition of
re’s works, printed in bound in cal

arms of the Dauph on the back.
value of this book has varied from 110

o 20,000 franes, but the library secured !
“Esther,” |

published at |

burned, and |

ific interest attaching to the volume is

far above oney value to the dealer in old
b« The first (18508) edition of Goethe's
“}Faust” is not a high priced book, although only
two copies are known to exist. It has sold for
§150. This book has just been ordered for ‘

Colum

one of the library's treasures

ia, and if it is secured it should become |
Another book, ';...;.v, but nowhere else can one be found.
| 3

worth Jittle to the dealer, but of great interest
to the student, is the “Contrat Social” of Jean
Jacques the first edition. It
hoped that this volume, so curiously interesting
to scholarly people, may be picked up at no
large cost. These books lie out of the range of
the average collector,

Rousseau, in is

Among the rare books of the library are many

dealing with early American history. Vespucei's
work on the new world, published in 1508, is |
among them. Denton’s desceription of New-

York, dated 1670, is one of the most valuable
volumes. A copy, which was at the time con-
sidered unique, sold for $625. Works on New-

20,
France, chiefly from the pens of early French
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writers, form a notable part of the library. { beau rtly ‘ 0
Of ecarly printed books, published between | hor 3.
1465 and 154M), 1 ry has fully three hun- | L f the quadru
dred. The nun of volumes dating from 1500 ! bui!'t by Wri
to 1550 reaches up to something like twenty d have a capacity of fi
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“UNEASY LIES THE HEAD.”

SUGGESTIONS TO MITIGATE THE HARD
LOT OF MONARCHS THREATENED
WITH ASSASSINATION.

From The Spectator.

The problem is to prevent 2 man in the stroet
from reaching the king either by bombshell, huals
let or knife, and experience shows that it i3
nearly, if not quite, insoluble. Bullet proof cir-
riages are of no avail against dyvnamite ca
ridges, nor can the King be deprived entirely
either of air or light. One would have thought

an escort which rode close would be a sufticient
security, but either it is not or the kings find
such escorts on all occasions wearisome and
hamperihg beyond endurance, Disguise is out

of the question, for reasons of dignity. The use
of the dagger can, we think, be prevented, either
by extreme watchfulness on the part of the
king's companions or by setting orderlies to ride
close up to the carriage steps, or by Cromweil's
device, the wearing of a shirt of mail, which can
now be constructed of aluminium rings, and
need not therefore be intolerably heavy.

The best precaution of all, however, is perhaps
very rapid travelling, as not one man in tifty
can so measure pace as to be sure of hitling a
mark that moves at twelve miles an hour. This
was Napoleon’s device, and he Kept his life,
though whole groups of men were eager to us-
sassinate him, and laid with that end the most
elaborate plots. It was because he suspcected
the Bourbon princes of paying for such plots
that he murdered the Due d'Enghien “in repri-
sal.” Swift driving is said to be the deviee also
of William 11, and if it protects him he is clearly
bound to continue it. A King in a modern State
has no more right to defy assassination than he
has to intlict any other useless misfortune on his

Peoj He must not shrink in battle, becausa
that di his armies, but for a man in his
position” faci assins is not courage, but

foolhardiness

A King, however, cannot always be galloping;
he has his work to do outside as well as indoors,
and there will always remain an element of
danger in his position, which is b min 1
b ing himself of the special ility « !l

g ssins to The od
th VATV « P X
of cons 1 the d know
Il which is much X
* fanatics who are at once and incor-
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Holland submarine torpedo  boats

n constructed or . under con-

n country and six in England
are to be turned out by Lewis
zabethport, five of them for the
BOver ind one for the Holland Submarine
Torpedo Boat Company. This will be finished
tirst and made the subject of expe ent for
guidance in equipping others. The com-
bost will probabuy be la *hed
May As Vet no name has
it, but it will prohably be called
Iton or the Bushnell
The now hein built at Elizabethport
will uniform their dimensions being
as  follow lLen 1. feet 1 inches; width
a Iships, 11 feet 9 inches; height to top of
SUperstructure « k, 12 feet 1 inch. Submerged
they will displace 120 to of salt wats but
while running light (nomi Hy on the surface)
their displacement is to he 104 tons cach. These
boats are to propelled by 160 horsepower

gasolene engines, except when fully submerged,

when the will rely on storage batteries and
electric n wrs. Und these conditions they
are expected to have a radius of action of
sixty miles. The promised speed is nine Knots
on the surface and seven when subme rged

With a single exception the American boats
will be able to carry five short Whitehead tor-

pedoes. These, together with the  launching
tube, will constitute their only armament. One
boat, however, is to replace the Plunzer, whose

construction at Baltimore has

will

been abandoned
for

torpedoe:

various reasons. She
these

her

carry only three

although will be considerably

longer than those on sister submarines,
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Do you mind if I ask Dr
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SHE HAD TOLD THE TRUTH.

From The Philadelphia Bulletin

Sue— You said you w foing to marry an
artist, and now vou're el sed to a dentist

Flo-—Well, isn't he an artist? He draws from
real life!

P -

ALREADY

From Harper's Bazar

Disappointe

if she wants dat chump,
kin hab him. See?

Mutual Friend—He done tole her dat hisself,

INFORMED,

Admirer

Yo' kin
“Sam™

tell Dinah dat
Johnson, she



