Monument in vernon Cemetery Brings
Memories Of Famous S4 Submarine

By Carl amd Elizabeth
Shamhart

The gravestone of Dewey
Vicior Haney stands to tha left
angd only about 50 fest, aftar
one anters Yernon Cametery,
in Varnon Twp. Tha nescrnp-
tion "DIED ON 54 SUBMAR-
INE DEC. 17" |saves a 1
unsaid.

At a bay of seven, | vagueiy
racalt seaing 1he N&WEreol
abour! the 54 Submarine sink-
ing. But, 1I'd forgotten the
detaiis. And, a8 a young man
had aigo jgined the Navy and
hag been aboard a sub for a
short time,

The other day as i gazed at
the picture of tha cleancut
spiior on *he stong, and read
the inscrigtion, curiasity got
the befter of me. Next day my

wile and | want to the
Partsmouth Library 1o fing tha
story.

Thers ware miany neadiinass
and stories during the year of
1927, Tha story aboutl Charies
A_ Lindbergh lying across the
Attantic in his awrpiane, the
' Splrit of St. Louls,”" excitec
and plessed the whoia naton,
Byt another story broughl
anead 10 the nation. Just as
the holiday 84300 WwWas Dé-
ginning, on Dacember 17, the
$4 Submaring had sank off the
comst of Provincatown, Mass.

The Jamss Edward Haney
tamity of Vernon Twp. was
shocked when thay raad {n the
Tusscay, Dec. 20 paper how
the Coast Guard Cutiter. the
CG-17, had actidentally ran
down the 54 Submarine.
Although badly dumaged, the
CG-17 made o back tc port
But tha 54 had gone (o iha
pottorn in 101 te of water
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with all farty hanas on bowrd.
Mr. Harey hag received &
hateT jus. @ Tew weeks Defore
fron. hir son, Dewey, who
was. &l that time, & membar of
the 54 G ow.

On Wodneaday, Des. 3.
the riweapers told how aix
ol the sallors wers spared
death, byl were trapped In &
watertigh!  compartment 0
trra bow of the sub. No namad
WErE QiveT i Inis sMory.

Thurscey morning, Mr.
manay &nor#d the VWaalern
Lreon offics at Fortsmouth 1o
seht & message of wquiry
about his son. But a message
waa alraady waiting from the
Nav: Departmant. it read

No recover:sd have been
raporiad on tha submarine 54,
wnich sank off Provincatown,
Masz. Ths 1any report (o the
Navy indicates thai yaur gal-
lant son, Dewey Haney, 24
BCo ] clasy Took on the
t-lated craft, 8 among tha
0%, You wi! ba advieed
furtrer it any podies are
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recoOvered. "'

Mr. raney hag hoped that
sormehow Dawey nad not Doen
ampng 1hose 40 crawmam-
bera. But now that hops wias
vanquiahed. All he could @0
wias go home, tell the family
the sad news, and walt.

While James ang Cors
Haney walled, mors naws
atanies were publishad, none
of them gogd. The gallant
efforts ol divers to kesp the
aix survivgrs dlive, with an
atrpoge  through  an Inteke
vilve on the aut, nad ‘siled.
Tha massages that had been
tapped out In coda nad fallen
mlent. High wings, rough
aBal, And freesing weather
had aiso hamparad raising of
the sup. Hours aof waiting
urndd {0 days, days turned 10
weskl. .

Many mamaras mustHnaye
came back 1o the Haneys
whiie they walted. Like Ihat
happy day in 1803 when
Deway, their firal, had bDeen
born raar Wesl Liberty, in
Morgan County, Kentucky,
and Ihair move to Rowan
Couniy & few ywars iater. And
how, &3 & small oy, Dewey
Java them a scare whaen ha
lost the and ot toa chopping
woOd, and whailt 4 big help ha
was when (hsy moved from
Rowan County to Ashland in
1922, whers ha oined 1ha
Mavy two years later, at tha
age af 21 And how n 1925 (ha
family had moved 1o Vernon
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Twp. in Scigto County, Qhio.
And that same yaar Deowey
had bean tranaferred from the
USE Bushnell ¢ the 54
Submarine., But most of all
they must have been remem-
bering what a kind and
generous san he had been
thode 24 years.

On Thursday, Jan. 12, their
waiting ended. Theay received
a message: Deaway's body hac
been recoversd and would
arrive at Portsmouth on Fri-
day or Saturday.

Dorothy Collett, af Lyra, a
friend of the Haneys, drove
Mrs. Haney to Portamouth to
meet the train bearing
Dewey's body. Dorothy ralat-
ed thia masting. "*Whan Mra,
Hanay mat the Military Escort
she made & strange request;
wauld he remove \he corpsa’s
ahoes and aocks. When the
raguaat had been accomplish-
ed, Mry. Maney looked down
at tha foot with & shori toe.
She now knew far suras that it
was Dewey they would be
laying to rest."

Dowey waa laid to rest in
the neatly keapt Vernon Ceme-
tery, avertooking the baautiful
rolling tields and wooded hills
of Vernocn Twg. Ha sarved hia
country wel! for atmost tour
yoars in the LIS, Navy. His
voluntary entry into the ser-
vica, sapecially in hazardous
submarining duty, and the
kKindness he showed for hia
< PATENLS youngar
o brothers, W‘Emrgn. Do
mar, and Boyd, makes him &
man 0 ba honored and

- remamberad.

Ag | tinlsh this article, | fesl
a it | have known Deway
Victor Haney all my life. He
reminds me of many af tha
sailors | served with during
1940-48.
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