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HISTORY OF US5 5-36 (55 141)

USS 5~3¢ was built by the Bethleham Stesl Conpany of San Francisco,

California, sub-contracicr for the Eluc*ris Boat Company. Her keel was
~ laid on 10 Dzcember 1918 and she was launched 31 May 191%, under the
sponsarshin of Miss Helen M. Russell, daughter of Lisutenaznt George L.
Russell, Assistant to the Inepector of Engineering Material.  The fleat
submarine was placed in commission on 4 April 1923, Lieutenant Leon O.
Alferd, USH, in command. : .

5-36 fitted out in the Mare Island Navy Yard and completed her
shakadown training in lecal cparating areas of Szn Pedro, Californiz. She
claared that port on 9 June 1922 for maneuveres ip vaters of Alaska, then
resumed tactics along the California Coast fzom San Pedvo on 25 August,

She was underway on 2 January 1524 for winter mansuvers and fleet problems
in the Caribbean Sea which foupd her crulsing from ports in Puerte Rico,
the Virgin Islands, and Pert-of-Spain, Trinidad, British West Indies.
Raturning to San Diego on 24 April, she sson entered the Mare Island Navy
Yard for overhaul until 15 Szptenber 1924, Tuwo days later she stsamed with
‘Submarine Division Seventesn out of San Francisco Bay, bound bv way of Pearl
Farbor and Apra Harboo, Guam, to the Cavite Navy Base in the Philippins
Islands. She reached ths last nama2d base on 4 Novembar 1924 and Joinad tna
United States Asiatic Flaet,

§-36 spent the next seventeen years on Asiatic Station, alternating
winter operations in Philipoins waters, with summer and fall cruising on
the China Coast from Shanghai ox Tsingtao. Practice war patrols and
scouting tactics were carried out off the west coast 6f Luzen and in areas
extending to the coast of Borneao and Celebas. Her lasgt practice patrol
terminated off Tawi Tawi, southernmost island of tha Sulu Archipalage, on
4 Cctobar 1941, ' : '

Some thirty minutes before the high noon of 2 Dacember 1941, a
dispatch was received on board S-36 clrecting her commanding officer to
report on board the flagship. Her ovarhaul had started the day before and
all machinery was put back in commission while Licutenant James R. MeXnight,
Jr.y USH, re2portad to Admiral Thomas C, Hart, Commander in Chief of the
United States Asiatic Flest. Tha crew worked near the limit of their
endurance as they took on board water, stores and other spacial provisions.
All machinery was in commission by 2000 and torpedoman toiled for. thirtean
hours without rest in making preliminary adjustments and lpacing torpadoes.
Cne hour past midnight the sukmarine slipped away from alongside tender
CAMOPUS to carry out a secret mission outlined in verbal orders of Admiral
Hart. The daterioration in relations betwssn the United States and Japan.
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USS S-36 (SS 141)

led Admiral Hart to ballava Janan might attempt invasion of the
Philippines without declaraticn of war. He prepared his small fleet
accerdingly. S-36 was on her way to Canz Balinzo Harbor whers she would
take secret cover, prepared to deal witia any hostile forca vinich might
entar Lingayen GLi‘ for a suxprise landing on Fhilippine shures.

5-36 gainad entrance to Bolinao Harkor short;y after sunset of 3
Dacember 1941, Liszutenant Mcinight had been told that the entrance could
not bz mace at night, but in the light of a full moon, experiecced no’
difficulty. The coasi pilot and chast was Ffollowed and frequent soundings.
were taken until she ancihcred about 8CO yards from Bolinao Harbor light.
The submarine was trimmed dewn with main ballast %anks flended, hat*er1es
and air bankd were charged, and torpsdoes were checked. e

5-36 was rigged for surface with ﬂ:ﬁchﬁs open for hgﬂlbaﬂlllhy of -
har crew and tha watch was set, .Standina watch withi-the of ficer-of-the—
deck were a quartermaster and a radioman. Two lonkonuts, equipped with.

. light and dark 7 x 50 power glasses were on tho bridge with the quarter-
mastar, armed with a machin2 gun, one rifls and 9nz pistol. Cne man was
on continuous station in the torpedo room, an electrician's mate remained
at the motor control, a messenger always stood-by in the control room,
and <n2 man was on cold iron watch in the enginsering spaces. Thus bagan
a ceaseless virgil until the morning of the infamous raid on Pearl Harbor
whan 5-36 received a plain language dispatch that Japan had started
hostilities. She gained no sight of the enemy forces and hezrd Radio
Cavite report tnat Japanese bombers were over Mznilz Bay near the noon
hour of 10 December 1941. That radio went silent as the naval bass
undezwznt a blistering attask nut was again heard near midnight, S5-35
terminated her first war patrol on 20 Dacamber 1941 when she anterad
Mariveles Hazbor. : : 3

5-3% was underway from Mariveles Harkor on 30 December 1941. Shs
made a submarged sweep north and east of Batangas Bay, then turned to
lznes west and south of Varde Island. ©Cn 1 January 1942 she let go a
single torpedo which blasted a small cargo-passenasr steamer which was
moored to the stons quay at Calapan, Mindoro, Philippins Island. Anothar
swaep around Batangas Bay nettad no contacts and on 8 Janvary she observed
her victim a2t Calapan, lying on botiocm, down by ths baws with +he upper
deck awash back as far as amidships. Shz patrolled through the South Pass
of the Verde Island passage without finding an enamy, then moved down the
vwast coast of Panay. By midnigat of 12 January 5-35 was in the middle of
tha Sulu Sea on the lanas running batween Cagayan Island and the Pearl
Bank, This hunting ground was well within air range of Jolo whera the
Japanese had been reportzd in force. She commenced pairol of the Sibutu
Passaga at dawn of 13 January but was ordsrad to Bzlikpapan, Rornee,
vhen her port motor went out of commission. -

Wihile preparing to dive the morning of 15 January 1942, 5-35 had to
stop har stschoard shaft due to the fallure of 0il supply to heor starboard
main motor bearing. Lieutanant 3cKnight went below to invesiigate but
raced to the bridge within minutes as a ship wes reported on the starboard
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USs S-36 (Ss 141)

bow. An enemy destroyer hove in sight as the submarine made a quick dive
with no lubrization to the starboard main motor znd the port main motor
out of commission. She levelad off ut 60 feet and lubcicotion was
establishad as her min went to battle stations. The submarine turned to
port to attack the enemy and was greeted by a pattern of seven depth
charges on both querters within ona minuta and a half. S$-36 lost power
control of her how planes, sterbonrd lichting circuits fuses blew, the
gyro compass follow-up failed, and all lights in her mntor raom were
broken. Sne went down one hundred and Fifiy feet, losing all sensae of
direction bzcause her magnetis compiss bianacie lights rould not be lighted.
Lieutenant MeKnigat attempted to stzady his submarine by guesszina the
nacessary amcunt of rndader to carry. When the gvro comsass came in*o
‘operation, he found she was again headed north by novtheasts. - o °

5-36 was in 1 desperate struggle for her life. Running at one—third
normal speed to koep the main motor bzaring from burning out, she slowly
swung aroind to put the hunting destreoyer acstern. Now she lost depth
contral and started sinking with her trim pump stalled. She continued on
down until the high pressure pump on auxiliary, soupied with blowing the
number two main ballast tanx, started her on the rise. She fluctrated
betwesn one hundrad and two hundred feet as the metal bearing in her
starboard main moctor began tc give out. Life jackets and lungs wers
issued to all hands, ard they praparad to mon thz deck guns and fight it
out- on tha surface. A grim two hours passad before depth centrol was
established. Meantime the temparature of the starboard main motor bearing
was brought under conirol by backing off on the cap belts and 2 jury rig
was improvised to supply ccoliing water to the main moior ceooling system.

S-35 soon left the enemy destroyer astern and made landfall on the

- GCelabes Coast. She bagan to reassemble her port main motor, using bake-
light spacers and supports fpr the commutating field coil instead of the
fiber ones of the original dasign. This repair was originated and largely
exzcuted by Electrician's Mate First Class Dale Philip Schaumburg, USN,
wiao for some months had bsen performing the duties of 2 Chief Electriclan's
Wate. Othexr men who sarnad special pralss for excepticnal qualities of
leadership, courage, and technical knowledge which kept their submarins
afloat, were Chief Terpedoman Jehn Eugens Herandez; Chiesf Machinist Mate
Valter Charles Kersting; Motor Machinist First Class Stephen Peter Gorski;
Motor Machinist Mate First Class Hardy Baretie Cwens; and Motor Machinist
tlate First Class Lyman Charles Bloom, Thase man gave sarvices of
inestimable valus to Lieutenant McKnight during the enemy destroyer attack
of 15 -January 1942 and throughout the brief wariime career of the 5-36.

A few minutes after midnight of 16 Junuary 1942, 5-35 was orderad to
the submarins base at Scerabajs, Java, Metherlands East Indios.. Vhen she
surfaced the night of 18 January, it was the first day since January 8th
with no major parts of her engineering plant out of commission. She
entered the Maksssar Siraii where currents are strong and hard to predict.
The dswun of 20 January feound her zt standard spezed, unaware of the imminzant
danger of Taka Bakang Reef, awash at low water and invisible %o human eyes.
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Uss 5-236 (55 141)

At 0404 she caught and grounded on its nosthwest edge and both motors
backad full te no effeci. She wag driven further onlo the reef by the
trezchersus currents cnd beouns lecksd in iis coral graso. The sea would
pound her in a surging muvenenl: to wosok ha; fore and aft, than came up
hard for a jolt =2 ssvere it suapped one's head as though fram a bicw.

An amphibisus patrol plane sepearsd on ths scene near dayiignt of 21
Januahy after Lisutenont Molninht radiosd that his subrorine was sinking.
Soon the small Dutch launch AITELA from Makassar City was on the szene.

- She was unahis to pull S-36 fres. Sumz of tha crew transferred te her,
using her saapan and towing 5.33's whieccy. Two hours later the Dutch XMP
linz sieamer SIBERCTE arrived and Liasutenant Mc¥nignt with 19 men and one
other oificsr were taksn ¢ff in har lifebsat whisch wes comuondad by o
SIBEROTE's First Mate L. W. Wakka. Some difficulty was experisnced in
getiing tha lifeboot olongside and cisar of the submarine, bui this was
finally accomplished about 133G. Pricr to leaving the S- 3a, all s34 valves
were openad and she filled in a =shert tims, ' e

Lietrtenant e T<’m,gr}"-1: anﬁ his mzn landed in Facasser, Celehes, durlng
the twilight hours of 21 January 1942, Afier an overnight stay in hetels
they hgain mfibarked in SIBERECTE whe put thom ashore at hcera:a;a, Javae.
Trhey reached that base on 25 January 1942 svd reported for duty to .
Commandsr, Subma“*nﬂ Fa‘ce, Us Sa Asiztic Fleat. .- i

- §-36 sarned one kattle star and the Philippine Rapublic Fresidantial

Unit Citation Badge feor ter cperatiocns in Philipnine waters during the -
pericd 8 to 20 Dacember 1941, Tl

LIST OF CCMMANDING OFFICERS

- Lisutenant Leon 0. Alferd, USH: - 4 Apr 1923 = 1 Jul 1924

Lieutenant Walter A, Hicks, USN: : 1 Jul 1924 — .7 Jul 1927
 Lisutanant Willard M. Downes, USis : - 7 Jul 1927 - 10 Jun 1929
Lizutenant Darrough 5. Gurnay, USH: 13 Jun 1929 - 27 Feb 1931
Lisutenant Samuel W, Dy Bois, USH: - 27 Feb 1931 - 12 Nov 1931
Ligutenant George L Menccal, USN: o 12 Nov 1931 - 16 Mer 1924
Lizuienant Marvin M. Stephens, USN: 16 Mar 1924 - 23 Oct 1934
Lieutenant (jg} Themas M. Browa, USi: - 23 Coct 1934 — 28 Oct 1235
Lisutenant Yaldeman N. Christensen, USM: : 28 Oct 1933 = 4 May 1937
Lisutenant Cresed C. Burlingam=z, USH: : 4 May 1937 = 21 Feb 1939
Lievtenant Rebert B, McoGregor, USM: ' 21 Feb 1939 ~ 31 Aug 1940

Lieutanant James R. MeKnight. Jr., USH: 321 Aug 1940 — 21 Jan 1942



CRIGTNAL STATISTICS

LENGTH OVERALL:
EXTRENE BEAM:

MORMAL DISPLACEMENT:
Tons:

Mean Dosfts

SUBMERGED DISPLACEMENT:
Tons: .

DESIGNED STPEED:
Surraced:
Submerged:

DZSIGNZD DEPTYH:

DESIGHED COMPLENENT:
Officaz:
Enlisted:

ARMAMENT =
Torpedo Tubas:
Secondary:
Torpedozs:

USS S-36 (55 141)

219 feet, 3 inches

20 fest, 8 inches

us]

24 - oy
15 fszet, 11 inchas

b=

1052

14.5 kioots

- 11 knots -
200 feet
.

34

(4) 21-inch =
(1} 4-inch .50 calibe
12 , 2

Compiled and stenciled 9 Dec 1950



UsS 8-36 (SS141)

On her s=eeond patrol starting on 30 December 1941, 5-36 had completed one
daring, successful attack on a small transport moored in Calapan Harbor,
Mindoro, P.I. She was proceeding to Surabaya, Java, N.E.I., in accordance with
instructions received from ComSub Asiatie, when at 0UOY on 20 January 1942, S-36
grounded on taka PBakang Reef in Makassar Strait west of Southern Celebes.
Currents in this area are strong and hard to prediet. 35-36 had traveled at
least 100 miles =ince she had been able to fix her position. When the blow
came, she was standing south at standard speed in the tropic night, Taka
Bakang, awash at low water, could not be seen. A sudden violent Jjolt - a
grinding snarl - propellers churning futile froth - 5-36 was stranded. Her for-
ward battery flooded and appeared to be generating chlorine gas, and the
situation seemed grave enough to Lieutenant J. R. McKnight, Jr., Commanding
Officer, to necessitate sending out a plain language message that she was
aground and ainking. SARGO, nearing Surabaya received the message and tried to
relay it, but after five hours of unsuccessful trying, she turned back to help
5-36.

When headquarters at Surabaya finally received the mesaage, SARGO was
recalled and a PBY plane was sent to ascertain conditions. By the time the
plane arrived, the Commanding Officer felt that, with assistance, he aould
salvage his ship; none of the crew were transferred to the plane at this time,
and it went to Makassar ity to request assistance from Dutch authorities. The
next morning a launch arrived from Makassar, and two officers and 28 men were
transferred to her, the remainder of the crew ataying on board in the hope that
5-36 might be hauled clear.

Conditions became progressively worse, and when the Duteh steamer Siberote
arrived on the afterncon of 21 January 1942, the Commanding Officer decided to
abandon ship, 5-36 was rigged for flooding, and the submariners were trans-
ferred to the Siberote which took them to Makassar City where they arrived on 25
February 1042,

The first patrol of 8-36 had been productive of no sinkings, but for the
patrol on which she was lost she was credited with a 5,000 ton ship sunk.
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The Saga of the SS-141 Boat a
Submarine Numbered S-36

By Ralph G. Wilson, MM1, USN Retired

The 5-36 was laid down on 10 December 1818 by the
Bethlehem Corp., of San Francisco, California. Launched 3
June 1919 and commissioned 4 April 1923 with Li. Leon C.
Alford the first commanding officer. Following trials, the
5-36 operated along the west coast, with interruptions for ex-
erciges in Alaskan waters in June 1923 and fleet maneuvers
in the Caribbean during the winter of 1924, until the following
summer, then assigned to the Asiatic Fleet, the 5-36 moved
west to her new home-port, the submarine base at Cavite,
Phillipine Islands,

For the next sixteen years, she remained in the western
Pacific, conducting exercises and patrols, her overhauls
were in the Philippines during the winter and operating off
the China coast, out of Tsing-tao, during the summer
months.

With the increase of hostilities on the mainland, summer
deployments were shortened and individual patrols were ex-
tended throughout the Philippines, into the South China Sea
and, in 1838, to the Netherlands East Indies. From April to
June 130, this 5 Boat conducted her last China deployment
and for the next year and a half remained in Philippine
waters. By December 1341, the fleet had been alerted to the
possibility of a Japanese attack. On December 2nd 1941 the
5-363 scheduled overhaul was cancelled and she was ordered
north on patrol.

And now for the rest of the story as told by Frank E. Perry
TMC (55) USN retired who was a crew member from 10
May 1940 to the end 20 January 182 when at 0404 AM of that
morning the 5-36 ran hard aground on Taka Bakang Reef.

After taking on water, stores and, of course, torpedoes, we
were underway during the afternoon of the 3rd of December.
Rumors and scuttlebutt as to our reason for getling under-
way as well as our destination were rampant. I had per-
sonally been informed by the Shore Patrol, while ashore in
Manila, that since all iberty and leave were cancelled, I was
obliged to return to my ship immediately.

Enroute to Cape Bolinao, just north of Manila, several
Yangtze River patrol boats were sighted on reverse course.
These craft, we knew, had been ordered out of the China area
due to the rapidly worsening political and military situation
in the far east. We exchanged peremptory signals by light
and after bidding them welcome continued on course for our
destination. That evening we entered Bolinao harbor and,
after anchoring, we were informed by our C.0O., LT J. R.
MeEnight that we had been dispateched from Manila with
sealed orders and that his verbal instructions were to not
open them until after our arrival. The general orders were
curt and brief, at least that portion that were related to the
crew was; We were toremain there in Bolinao “until further
orders or new developments®,

S0, for the nexi few days we remained “on alert”, and
s00mn, as is the way with all military men, we began grousing
and questioning our reasons for being there in the first place.
As I recall my feelings, I think I fully expected to be going to
war, I had written my mother just a short while before we
left Manila and in it I had eavtioned her not to be overly con-
cerned for my safety because I felt that I was a part of an ef.
ficient fighting unit. However, I had added, with the wisdom
acquired during my 21 short years, “war with Japan was in-
evitable and just a matter of time". Years later as she
showed me the creased pages I had written, I recalled how
many times I had wished that I had not been so accurately
orophetice!

_ Inone of the inexplicable situations that persons are thrust
into in times of war; we were contacted by a small motor
sloop during the period we were in Bolinao. They anchored
near us and, as a courtesy, invited the Captain over for din-
ner. He declined but he and the Exee, Lt(jg) J. M. Seymour
buzzed over the 30 yards in our little outhoard-powered
wherry and “talked" with them for a time. We envisioned
their having a wild party because we were intrigued by the
shouts and splashings most every night that we could here
coming from the sloop. Try as we might, with assiduous
observation with our entire stock of 7X50 binoculars, we
could never much more than ascertain the two men from the
two women, although our quartermaster “Foochow’* Miller
solemnly assured us that the women were “always nelklid*!

On the morning of December the 8th, after receiving the
[ateful news, “HOSTILITIES HAVE COMMENCED,
GOVERN YOURSELVES ACCORDINGLY", we were
underway and enroute for pur war patrol area that had been
assigned us in the secondary set of sealed orders just opened.
The sloop, their crew in panie, asked if thev eould aceom-
pany us for safety. Since they were Americans, it was indeed
difficult for us to have to tell them that they would simply
have to make it on their own. I got a brief glimpse of them on
a southerly course, through the periscope just after we had
dived and were on station. I have never ceased to wonder as
to their fate,

After a largely uneventful patrol in which we saw little
more than some friendly inter-island small eraft and an oc-
casional enemy plane, we returned to Mariveles near the
island fortress of Corrigedor. The old girl was definitely feel.
ing her age. Prior to our being ordered back to port, we had
experienced a worsening series of minor casualties. High
pressure air leaks, an electrical steering failure, numerous
salt water sea fitting leaks, the worst of which was the engine
exhaust valves. Annoyingly, we could receive radio traffic,
but we apparenily could not transmit

After a brief refit in which the most urgent of the
discrepancies were taken care of we replenished stores and
headed south for a final patrol in Philippine waters before
proceeding on to Soerabaja, Java in compliance with orders
received from ComSubAf,

We made a succesful attack (one fish, one ship} on a small
Japanese transport that was moored to a dock in Calapan
harbor at Mindoro, P.I. And, on January 8th, after recon-
noitering north and east of Batangas Bay, we began pa-
trolling Verde Island passage. Gradually we were ac-
customing purselves to the inescapable fact that we were in-
deed, at war, Also, daily easualties reminded us that the old
“36 boat"”, was more than 22 years old. Our port air com-
pressor failed and the erew, despite long, fatiguing hours in
attempting to make repairs, could not restore it to working
order. Our batteries, which are the very essence of a sub-
marines survival, were thirsting for water that our ancient
Nelseco exhanst evaporators simply could not supply. Two
days after the port air compressor went out, the starboard
compressor began to exhibit a lack of interest in remaining
operational. Shortly after, the port main motor became in-
operable due to numerous shorts and zerg grounds. The star-
board engine lubricating pump began to malfunction the
same day. With but two main engines and two main motors a
casualty to any single unit was vital and erippling. If say, the
starboard engine and the port motor ceased to function, this
was unguestionably terminal, Since Llwo motors were
needed to maintain speed and depth submerged, and two
healthy engines were required, on surface, at night to charge
the batteries so that we could remain submerged the follow-
ing day, it becomes swiftly apparent that the operational

capability of thal submarine was zero. rxicigm o et A e



Page 94 USCS LOG

AUGUST, 1984

The Saga of the SS-141 Boat a
Submarine Numbered S-SB(CGNT.)

By Ralph G. Wilson, MM1, USN Retlired

Just before dawn on the 15th of January we were sighted
by a Japanese destroyer. We of course had no choice but to
dive even though we were in a very dire situation insofar as
depth and speed control. Immediately he dropped seven
depth charges close aboard on each quarter, carrying away
our after clearing lines as we desperately tried to avoid be-
ing rammed. Power was lost on the bow planes while they
were on hard dive and on the starboard lighting circuit caus-
ing darkness aft of the Control Room. The main gyro was
dead amd the one main motor we had left for propulsion was
smoking from an overheated main bearing. All of this com-
bined to produce a marginal loss of control and the boat sank
immediately to 260 feet, well over our annual test depth.
Faced with an unchecked descent the Captain ordered main
ballast Lanks blown, In a beautifully timed order, he then
flooded and vented, stopping us at about 90 feet. Depth con-
trol contined to fluctuate and the word was passed to stand
by for an abandon ship order. Life jackets and escape lungs
were issued and those of us not engaged proceeded to our sta-
tions. By mid-morning the diving officer and the stern
planesman had mastered the tricky feat of keeping the hoat
in depth contirol with but one screw, at but one-third speed.
Soon, we lost contact with the destroyer.

A guick inventory revealed our ability to remain opera.
tional was indeed a very large question mark. Only by the
skill and dogged ability of certaid members of the engineer-
ing gang were we able to continue to function. Most of them
had long since gone beyond the point of exhaustion and they
still continued on. An 18 year old Fireman Apprentice, stay-
ing in the almost unbearable heat of the motor room for
more than seven hours, squirting lube oil on one of the main
shaft bearings with a hand gun, without a doubt saved us all.
His act, to this day remains one of those unrewarded feats of
heroism that somehow seem to get lost in the wast
machinery of war,

We began to elear the area and attempted repairs to the
port main motor, By evening it was operational but, after be.
ing on the line for about six hours, began smoking again. We
were able to get in the all important battery charge which
gave us hope. At early morning of the 16th the starboard
motor lubrication system again failed. We submerged and,
after a bricf respite, at noon a fire broke out in the main
motor auxiliary circulating pump and was extinguished
after the boat was filled with acrid fumes nearly causing us
to surface. That night we surfaced and feverish work con-
tinued to repair the ailing old *'Sugar’ boat.

On the 1Tth, after both shafts had been alfernately out of
commission throughout the day, and several men, including
myself, had collapsed from heat and exertion, both main
motor lubricating pumps were satisfactorily repaired. On
the following day, we were enjoying our first day since
January 8th that no major part of the engineering plant was
reported out of commission, We slowly worked our way
south through Makassar Strait enroute to Soerabaja, Java.
We had been unable to obtain a sunline for more than five
days, now. This was to prove our undoing, as we literally, did
not know exactly where we were.

Ihad recuperated from the heat exhaustion and after com-
ing off watch at midnite I luxuriated in a “alky™ rubdown, a
bucket face wash and a shave. Feeling refreshed and chip-
per, I requested and received permission to go to the bridge.
While there the order of **All abhead standard" was rung up
and, miracle of miracles, we were forging ahead at the
urtheard of speed of ten knots!

Just after the change of wateh, I was in the forward bat-
tery, and I felt a light seraping noise accompanied by a slight
up angle and an increasing decelaration of our forward
movement. This almost immediately became a grinding,
bouncing roar that culminated in a jarring crash which
brought us to a full stop. We were hard aground on Taka
Bakang Reef.

Two key factors resulted in our being entrapped by the
reef. One, foreed by weather and abgence of all but the most
rudimentary tools for navigation, we were, and had been,
navigating by ‘“dead reckoning'‘for several days. Taka
Bakang was a chartered reef, we simply did not know
precisely where we were, And, two, Fate must have indeed
leered when, little more than an hour before running
aground, we were for the first time in days, given the oppor-
tunity of utilizing both main engines on propulsion. This
allowed us a few additional knots of speed and was responsi-
ble for our planing up over the first portion of the barrier and
then still maintaining sufficient speed to clear it completely
and drop into a2 mini-lagoon of jagged coral and large rocks.

After a tentative effort to “back off"" which resulted in ter-
rific shaking and vibration as the screws chewed into the
rocks, & plain language message went out, “Aground and
sinking. Request assistance™, When chlorine was reported
in the forward battery, all hands were ordered topside, hud-
dling in the lee of the conning tower on the port side as a
Force three sea alternately lified the bhoat elear of the rocks
and then, as cach wave passed, came crashing down again
on the bottom., Early on [ was sent on deck with a lead line to
take a sounding. It was soon apparent that large rocks were
visible close aboard to starboard and that a sounding would
serve little purpose, Various suggestions were made and
discarded. Lighten ship by firing the torpedoes, empty the
fuel ballast, ete. As dawn broke, and the tide receded it was
clear that the 5-36 had found her last resting place. One huge
rock, the size of 2 Buick, was impaling us on the starboard
side, through the forward battery pressure hull and Ne. 1
Main Ballast Tank. At low tide, the boat was almost on her
beam ends, listing between waves to over fifty degrees to
starboard.

The USS SARGO (55188) was enroute to Seerabaja when
she intercepted our distress signal and for five hours tried
unsuccessfully to relay it. Finally she turned back and set
course for Taka Bakang Reef. Unaccountably, when
SARGO actually had us in sight, she was ordered back to
Soerabaja. A PBY patrol plane was sent out to confer on the
the feasibility of salvage, landing downwind from our posi-
tion about a gquarter mile. Another man and myself rowed
our little wherry, with the Exec on board, out to the plane.
TUnable to overtake the idling eraft from astern we ap-
proached from a frontal angle and we were very nearly all
rewarded with decapitation from their port propeller as the
wind and sea inexorably drove our little craft under the
wing. After consultation it was deeided to off-load all but a
few men and await conditions that might be favorable for
salvage.

After a very wet and miserable night, a Duteh launch ar-
rived after having been dispatched from Makassar City, and
all but 14 men and two officers were transferred without inci-
dent. I was one of the elected “volunteers’ chosen by the
Captain. (Inoticed that he restricted his choices to key Petly
Officer's and single men, including our Gunnery Officer who
was also a single john.) to remain on board until determina.
tion was made concerning possible salvage.



	SS-141 S-36 History 01
	SS-141 S-36 History 02
	SS-141 S-36 History 03
	SS-141 S-36 History 04
	SS-141 S-36 History 05
	SS-141 S-36 loss
	SS-141 S-36 Saga 01
	SS-141 S-36 Saga 02

