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HISTORY OF USS TRITON (88 201)

U35 TRITON (88 201) is namod for a large genus of univalve
marine snalls which derived their name from a sea demlgod in
Greek mythology, scn of Poseldon and Amphitrite, represented as
having the lower part of his body filshlike. His special
attribute is a trumpet made of a conch shell, which he blows to
raise or calm the waves. Later mytholegy lmagined a multipliclty
of Tritons, attendants on the sea gods. TRITON is the first
submarine and second ship of the Fleet to bear the name.

The first TRITON was a tug, originally named DOUGLAS H.
THOMAS when acguired by puvchase in 1889 from her bullders, J.
H. Diglogue and Sons of Camden, New Jersey. 3She was assligned
to duty et the Navy Yard, Washlngton, D. C. where she served
until 1925, then belng transferred to duty under the First Naval
Distriet at the Boston Nawvy Yard. B3he was first commissloned,
22 March 1917, and on 1 July 1920, she was designated iT-10.

On 19 Mey 1930, she was stricken from the Navy Reglster. he

was disposed of by sale, 15 September 1930. Her over-all length
was 96 feet 9@ inches; beam, 20 feet 9 inches; displacement,

212 tons; mean draft, 9 feet; speed, 13 knots. Another tug
named TRITON (8. P. 3312) had brief service during World War I.
She was chartered by the Navy on 17 Cctober 1918 and served as

a tug in the FOURTH Waval District until returned to her owhsrs,
8 March 1919.

USS TRITON (S8 201) was built by the Navy Yard, Portsmouth,
New Hampshire. Her keel was lald 5 July 1939 and she was
lounched 25 March 1940 under the sponsorship of Mrs. Ernest J.
King, wife of Rear Admiral King who became Fleet Admiral durlng
World War IT. TRITON was placed in commission, 15 August 1940,
when Lisutenant Commander W. A. Lent, USH, assumed command.

On 8 January 1941, TRITCN arrived at the Submarine Base,
New London, Connecticut. ©On 14 January she salled to conduct
shakedown cruise which ineluded wvisits to Puerto Rico; the Virgln
Talands; Trinidad; and Barranquilla, Colombla. 5She returned via
Key West, Norfolk and New York, arriving at New London, 16 March
1941 She returned to the Portsmouth Navy ¥ard for overhaul,
28 Mavch 1941.



During May and June 1941, TRITON was engaged in local
tralning operations at Portsmouth and New Lendon. On 1 July 1941,
she gailed from Portsmouth, enroute to the west coast. She
passed through the Panama Canal, 12 July, and arrived at San
Disgo, 20 July 1941,

TRITON was assigned to Submarine Division 62, Squadron 6,
U. 3. Paclific Fleet. On 29 July 1941 she departed in company
with submarine TROUT for thoe Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor,
arriving 4 August 1941. S5he mads & training cruise to Midway
ITgland (20 August - 15 September), then engaged 1n Fleet tactics
and training in local operating areas of the Hawaiian Islands
until November 19%

Cn 19 Noveomber 194%1, TRITON departed Pearl Harbor to conduct
practice war patrol off Wake Island. She was in that vieinity,
T Decembor 1941, when both Pearl Harbor and Wake came under
attack by the Japanese. B8he received news of the attack upon
surfacing that evening and was warned to stay outside the rangs
of the coast defense guns. BShe continued patrol south of Wake
Island and on 10 December 1941, found herself in position to
intercept the Japanese naval force as 1t approached Wake. That
midnight as she finished a battery charge on the surface. two
bright flashes silhovetted a Japanese man-of-war heading toward
her. TRITON went deep for evasive tactiecs as her soundman
raeported a rush of hlgh-speed screws of the enemy on the hunt.
Arfter more than three hours of lethal hide-and-seek, Lieutanant
Commander Lent mansuvered TRITON into a position to attack the
hunter, and fired four after-tubos on sound bearing of the encmy.
A blunt explosion was heard and the blast vibrated through
TRITON. ©She was credited with damage to one Japanese warship.
This was the flrst torpsdo attack made by a Pacific Fleet
submarine in World War IT. TRITON returned to Pearl Harbor,
31 December 1941.

On 25 January 1942, TRITON sailed from Pearl Harbor on her
sgcond war patrol which was conducted in the East China Ses.
While off Kyushu, Japan, 17 Februsry 1942, she obtalned a hit
to damage a slzable carge vessel and later that day, made hita
wvhich sank cargo SHINYO MARU NO. 5, of 1,498 tons féEO-IQ'H;
127°-14'E). On 21 February she intercepted two freighters in
the northern area of the Easgt China See and closed in from
starboard in an attempt to get both ships. Upon close of the
approach, the second ship was too near TRITON's track for a
bow shot. OShe fired two torpgdoﬂﬂ for two hits which =zanlk cargo
SHOKYU MARU of 4,488 tons (327-10'NW; 1269-28'E). She then swung
to fire at the second ship but the enemy put his atern to TRITON
and cvaded at high spoed. In the vieinlty of Wogasalkl Ko, ~



27 February 1942, she made hits on a passenger-cargo vessel,
but the extent of damage was unknown. TRITON returned to FPearl
Harbor, 17 March 1942. ILieutenant Commander C. C. Kirkpatrick
assumed command, 18 March 1942, wrelieving Lisutenant Commander
W. A. lent who was awarded the Navy COross for distingulshed
service in TRITON.

TRITON departed Pearl Harbor, 13 April 1942, to conduct
her third war pstrol. Within the 300-mile circle of Marcus
Island on the night of 23 Aprill, she made a surface attack on.
a trawler of estimated 1,000 tons. When two torpedoes were fired
for no hits, she opened with her deck gun and lef't the enemy a
mass of splinters and driftwoed (289-22'N; 123°-50'E). BShe
patrolled through the Nansel Shoto pass on 29 April and on 1 May
intercepted a convoy of six freighters with two escorts. After
making twc hits on the leading vessel, she was forced dovn.
Eight depth charges exploded astern for no damage to TRITON and
she lay silent as the escorts searched back and forth ovarhaad.
Abhout an hour and a half later, she came to periscopd depth to
fire one torpedo at the crippled target without success. Another
torpedo from her stern tube broke the back ag rassenger-cargo
CATOUTTA MARU of 5,339 tons and she sank (28°-07'N; 123°-45'E).

On 6 May 1942, es TRITON patrolled off the China coast near
Hang-Chou, she intercepted a convoy of six ahips under escort of
several destroyers. She let the convoy pass and fired two
torpedoes at a tralling merchantman for two misses, then fired
two more as = destrover closed in. Two hits were scored te sink
TATET MARU of 2,209 tons (28°-42'N; 123°-50'E)., BShe ecvaded the
destroyer wlthout dlfflculty. After clearing the area, she
moved rapidly on the surfacs to galn ahead and as the convoy
approached, two torpedoes were fired which sank passenger-cargo
TAIGEN MARU of 5,660 tons (28°-19'N; 123°-38'E). Two more
torpedoes were fired at a fourth cargo vessel but nothing was
heard to ilhdleate thet these found thelr intended target. Agaln
foreod down, TRITON was shaken but unharmed by exploding depth
charges. On 17 May she battle surfaced for a gun attack during
which she sank two deep-ses sampans of 100 tons cach.

Shortly after dusk on 17 May 1942, TRITON was crulsing at
periscope depth in the general area of Nansel Shoto, when
Jopanese submerine I-164 of 1,635 tons, broke the surface Lo
gxpose the rising sun flag painted on her conning tower. TRITON
immediately manned battle stations and fired one torpedo which
hit the enewy near the stern. Fragments of the I-164 were
observed to be blown about 100 feet in the air as she sank
EE?”—Eﬁ‘H; 134°-09'E). TRIPON returned to Poarl Harbor, & June
1942,



On 25 June 1942, TRITON sailed from Pearl Harbor for her
fourth war patrol, and set course for Dutch Harbor, Alagksa.
Urdered to patrol off the south coast of Aggatu, she arrived on
statlon 3 July 1942, hampersd by a blinding fog. The next
morning she was in the vleinity of Cape Sabalt when the fog 1lifted
enough to reveal aight of a Japanese destroyer. The encmy faded
into the mist and after tracking for over ten hours, TRITON
overtook the enemy and fired two torpedoes. Japanesc dogtroyer
NENOHI of 1,600 tons was hit amidships, and gradually capsized
(52°-15'N; 173°-51'E). In the vicinity of Buldir Island, 15
August 1922, TRITON sighted a darkened veossel and fired four
torpedoca. One hit and an explosion followed. A second
exploslon was seeh and heard as flames rose about 300 feet and
debris was socn flying in tho alr. The enewy disappeared in a
Tog bank and further attack was not possible.

Returning to Dutech Harbor, 24 August 1942, TRITON departed
two days later with 24 enlisted Army men and their cquilpment.
They were landed in Kuluk Bay, Adak Island, during the night of
27 August 1942. TRITON departed Dutch Harbor 31 August for
FPearl Harbor, arriving 7 Soptember 1942, She rcmained for
overhaul which was completed 6 December 1945,

On 16 Decomber 1942, TRITON departed Poarl Harbor on her
firfth war patrel. BShe was one of three subwarincs stationed
between Midway and Wake to mark the way for Army Iiberator
bombers in strikes on Wake Island and to reacue crews of any
planes forced down at sea. No rescue missions were requlred
but on the night of 23 Decouber, she assisted in gulding the
Iiberator bombers in a night bombing attack on Wake Island. Tho
following day she slghted aa enemy vessel headed for the -
anchorage at Wake and c¢losed to shut off all motors as tho
cnemy passed close aboard to continue seaward. She filred two
torpedocs to s%ﬂk water carrier AMAKAST MARU NO. 1 of 1,913 tons
(19”-16'N; 166°-37'E). On 28 Docember 1942, she sot on &
collision ¢course some six miles distant from her target. When
the range c¢loscd, she fired three torpedoes at passenger-cargo
OMI MARU of 3,393 tons (69-23'N; 160°-17'E). Three hits broke
the enemy inte scveral pileces and ahe sank in lesa than three
minutes. On 13 Januvary 1943, she scored one hit on an enemy
tanker who broke off the attack by firing on TRITON's perlscopo.
TRITON clcared the arca to surface at a safe distance and after
gaining ahead, submerged at periscope depth for a second try.
Jome twenty minutes later the cnomy hove into sight and four
torpedoes were flred. Two geysers of water werc secn amldships
of' the tanker but no explosions were heard. With torpede tubes
empty, TRITON woa not able to make further nttack and the enemy
escaped. The following night, she sighted o freighter undor



escort. As she made surface approach light blinkers flashed

from the escort and TRITON was illumlnated by searchlights. She
dived end rigged for silent running as the escort commenced

depth charge attesck, After four unsuccessful runa on TRITON,

the enemy withdrew. On 16 January 1943, she made two hits on a
freighter and a third hlt on another. Forced down by escorts,

she was unable to detormine the extent of damage. That after-
noon, the last o her torpedoes were expended in an unsuccessful
attack on a pagsenger-cargo vessel and TRITON steamed for
Brisbane, Australla, arriving 26 Januaxy 1943, Tor herole service
in TRITON, Lisutenant Commander Kirkpatrick was awarded the Navy
Cross ahd two gold stars 1n lieu of a second and third Navy Cross.
He was also awarded the Army Distinguished Service Crosa. He

was relleved, 1% February 1943, by Lieutenant Commender George

K. Mackenzie, USN.

On 16 February 1643, TRITON departed Brisbane for her sixth
war patrol. £She was dirscted to hunt for tvaflfic betwecen Rabaul
and Sheortland Basin on her way north. B8he reported on 26
February of having sighted smoks on 22 February and that she had
obtalned evidence of enemy radar on Luka. 0On 1 March 1343, she
was directed to patrol in the Tingwon Islend area and on & March,
attacked a convsy of five ships under deatroyer escort. In this
act%on she asank cargo KIRIHA MARU of 3,057 tons {OD~OD’H;
1L57-00'E), and scored hits on another vessel. One of her own
torpedoes clreled for return to TRITON and she was forced down
in a crash dive. Meanwhile, the destroyer had moved in for
depth charge runs which caused her to remain deep while the
remaining veascls of the convoy escaped. OCn 3 March, she'mads
2 night attack on another convoy, claiming five hits of eight
torpedoss fired. She was unable to cobserve results or follow up
the attaclk, belng forced down by gunfire and depth charge attacks
of escorts.

The last word from TRITCON was recelved 11 March 1943 when
she reported "Two groups of smokes, lve or more ships each,
plus escorts . . . Am chasing." She was ordered to stay south
of the eguator and informed that submarine TRIGGER was operating
in an adjacent area. 0On 13 March a message was sent informing
TRITON that three enemy destroyers were in her area on a
submarlne hunt or had missed contact with a convoy which they
may Have been assigned as cover. She felled to acknowledge this
message a8 well as subsequent radio dispatches. 5She was ordered
to eclear her ares and return to Brisbane, 25 March 194%3. TRITON
made no reply to this order and when she did not reach Australia
on the expected dats, was presumed lost. Information obtained
from Japanese records after the elose of war revealed that TRITON
wags lost on 15 March 1943, the viectim of attacks by three
Japanese destroyors in waters Just north of the Admiralty Islands



The action reports of the destroycrs show that a great guantity
of 0il, pleces of wood, corks and manufactured goods bearing
the mark "Made in U. 3. 4." Floated to the surface after a
prolconged depth charge attack. AL the time of this sttaclk,
submarine TRIGGER sowme ten miles dlstant had made two attacks
on & convoy of five ships and was forced down by depth charges
of ensmy escorts. Shs heard distant exploslions for about an
hour which indiecated - submarine under depth charge cttack. It
is presumed she heard the atback which sank TRITON. Lieutenant
Commander Goorge Kennsth MacKenzle, Jr., USH, was posthumously
awvarded the Navy Cross for oxtraordinary herclsm and courage AB
Commending Offlcer of TRITON., A destroyer, UsS GEORGE K.
MACKENZIE (DD 836), commissioned on 13 July 1945, is named in
hla honer.

TRITON carned five battle stars for operations listed below:

1 StarAlAKE ISTAND (INCLUDING JOHNSTON ISIAND): 8-23 December 1941

1 Star/SUBMARINE WAR PATROL-FACIFIC: 25 Jan - 18 Mar 1942
1 Star/SUBMARINE ASSESSMENT-PACIFIC: 17 May 1942
1 Star/SUBMARINE WAR PATROL-PACIFIC: 25 Jun - 7 Sep 1942

1l Star/EﬂPTUHE AND DEFENSE OF GUADAICANAL: 16 Dec 1942 -
26 Jan 1943



ORIGINAL 2TATISTICS

LETGTH OVER-ALL:
EXTREME BEAM:
STANDATD DISPLACTEMENT ¢
T ona
Mean Draff:

SUBMERGED DISFLACEMENDT 3

Tons!

DESTGN SPEED;
Surface:
Submerged:

DESIGN DEFTH:

DESIGN COMPLEMENT
Off'icer:
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ARMAMENT ;

Torpedo Tubes:
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TORPEDOES :

20 ¥nots
8.75 Knots
AL

=
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10) 21-inch
Tislce

2) .50 ecallber
2) .50 caliber
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US5 TRITON (SS201)

The fourth of our submarines lost in the Solomons-Bismarek area inm the early
part of 1943, TRITON, commanded by Ledr G. K. MacKenzie, Jr., left Brisbane on
16 February 1943 to begin her sixth war patrol in that area. She hunted for
traffic between Rabaul and Shortland Basin on her wWay north, and began to patrol
the equator between 154 degrees, and 156 degrees E, on 23 February.

She reported on 26 February having seen smoke on 22 February and that she had
obtained evidence of enemy radar on Buka. Moving westward, she patrolled areas
northwest of SNAPPER and southeast of TRIGGER from 26 February to 6 March, when
she left her area to attack =2 convoy in TRIGGER's area. Her report on T Marech,
amended by another on 8 March, stated that the convoy had been composed of 5
ships and 1 DD escort. She reported their apeed and course and the fact that
she had sunk two AK's of the convoy and damaged another, elaiming 3 hits ocut of
6 torpedoes fired at noon 6 March. A eircular torpede run foreed her deep,
where she was depth-charged by the destroyer. She had later tried two night
attaeks, one dawn attack, and cne afternocon attaeck, all without =success, and was
returning to her area at the time she sent the message. About eight hours after
the third message, TRITON transmitted again telling of another night attack on
the convoy. She claimed 5 hits of 8 torpedoes fired, and, although she could
not observe results due to gunfire and attack by the escorting deatroyer, she
believed two more freighters to be sunk.

The last word received from TRITON came on 11 March 1943 when she reported, "Two
groups of smokes, 5 or more ships each, plus escorts...Am chasing™. She was
ordered to stay south of the equator, and was informed of the area (an adjacent
one) assigned TRIGGER.

On the morning of 13 March TRITON was told that three enemy destrovers had been
sighted at 2 degrees - 00'South, 145 degrees - 44'East on a northernly course,
She was informed that they were probably on a submarine hunt or were a convoy
cover and had missed contact.

TRITON, on 16 March, was ordered to change her area slightly to the east. TUNA
and GREENLING were placed in adjacent areas (to the south and west,
respectively) on 22 March, and all were to disregard areas when on the chase,
and to avoid when encountering a submarine. TRITON was told to elear her area
on 25 March 1943, and return to Brisbane. When she failed to make her report of
position, new results and estimated time of arrival when it was expected, she
was ordered to do so. No report was received and she was reported as lost on 10
April 1943,

Information now available that the war is over shows that TRITON was, without a
doubt, sunk by the enemy destroyers of which she was given information on 13
March. Enemy reports show that these ships made an attack on 15 March at 0
degrees - 09" North, 144 degrees - 55' East. This poaition was slightly north
and west of TRITON's area, but she undoubtedly left her area to attack the
destroyers or the convoy they were escorting. The report of the attack by the
destroyers leaves little doubt as to whether a kill was mide. Three against
one, they wunloosed upon TRITON an avalanche of depth charges. Their battle
reports described the barrage as strewing the ocean's surface with "a great
guantity of oil, pieces of wood, cork and manufactured goods bearing the legend,



"Made in U.3.A." "Made in U.S.A." - fitting epitaph for a valiant submarine. In
addition, TRIGGER, in whose area this attack oecured, reported that on 15 March
she made two attacks on a convoy of five freighters with two escorts at 0
degrees North, 145 degrees East. At this time she was depth charged, but net
zseriously, and she heard distant depth echarging for an hour after the escorts
had stopped attacking her. Since she was only about ten miles from the reported
Japanese attack cited above, it 1s presumed that she heard the attack which sank
TRITON. Apparently by this time the destroyers had joined their convoy.

TRITON was a most active and valuable member of the Submarine Force prior to her
loss. In total, she is credited with sinking 16 ships, totalling 64,600 tons
and damaging Y4 ships, of 29,200 tons. Her first patrol, conducted around Wake
Island, resulted in no damage to the enemy, but her second, in the northern part
of the East China 3ea, was very productive. In ten days she sank two freighters
and damaged a freighter-transport and another freighter. She went back to the
East China Sea for her third patrol, and again was most successful. She sank a
trawler, two freighters, a freighter-transport, two sampans, and a submarine.
The latter was I-64, torpedoed south of Kyushu on 17 May 1942. TRITON's fourth
patrol was made in the Aleutians. During it, she is eredited with sinking two
gscort type vessels.

On her fifth patrol, TRITON went into the Solomons area. She sank a tanker and
two freighters, in addition, damaging a tanker of 10,200 tons and a freighter.
She was credited with having sunk two medium freighters on her last patrol.

U55 TRITON (SSN586) was named in honor of USS TRITON (S3201) lost in action.
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