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OFFICE OF TIIT SENIOR FRIGONER OF 4R OFFICER

Humber.Feur Branch Camp

Tokyo'Area-
. Bugugt 2%, 1945
 SUBJECL: Report of Conditbous of.Food snd Tobucco in Japaﬁese P;O;i. camp
No. 4-B. ] : ‘
T0s Jepenese Camp Commender, Japanese P.0.W. Camp No. 4-B, Tokyo, Jepum.
1. Since the cessation of hostilities between the Allied Powers cnd Japen

on Luguget 15th, numkerous requests have been mede hy this heedquarters to .the Japsn-
ese Militzry Authorities for en improvement in the quantity of the rations issusd '
to the Prisoners of Wor in this cemp end nuzerous proizises fopa the betterment of
this condition hsve been made by the Jepenese Milicry Muthorities. Similsr requests
and promises heve been made &s regerds tobzeco. ' : '

2 It is now August 25th, ten days since the cessation of hostilities.
No chenge in the food or tobzcce situstion heas teen noticesbtle, except for the worse
end the men in the cemp are growing restless snd discontented, = stzte of affuirs
¥hich ip & sourcebf potentiel serious trouble for the Japaness and prisoner authoritles
if it is not rekdied immedistely. "

-2, With the knowlédge of the amount of grain on hand the eveilsbility of
vepelalles end went -in this loczlity, it is belleved thet with proper supervision °

and méet in this loenlity, it is believed that with proper supervisiea end effort

on the part of the Japenese Militery Authoritles favorazble concrebe results cen be
obtained. : :

_ L.  TIn view of the foregolng paragraphs this hesdgusrters will find it
necessary, wmnless there is u marked imprvement in the food and tobaceo situatl nm not
leter than 5:00 BM toduy, to meke to the Allded ¥ilitary Forces upon thelr arrivel &
forpal report cherging the Japsnese AMuthorities of this camp with neglect of duby in
the cars of Prisoners of War. ' '

~  T.A- FITZGFRALD
LT. COMMANDER, U.S. HAVY,
SEHIOR P.0.W. OFFICER
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My Dear Adniral,

Am sorry to delay so long in forwerding the notes I wrote, such as they eare,

F
while in Jepan, but¥ the typest I'd engaged became 111 &nd was uneble to contact

her until just the other day. In view of the shortege of navy yeoman I did not
wish to impose an additicmalfsork load there. The notes, as you will see, are

somewhat strange in places but probably portray the mood at the time.

To go back, however, end pick up some of the missing parts concerning the
Grenadier, the_following is &s how I reémember it. Referring to my dprEtCh to
psubsconesPag Of Mid April 1943, reporting conditions within the aree up to
ot time, 1 did not wish to broedcast through the British commmication setup
thaet sbout 2100 on April 6, 1943 a torpedo blew up 51 seconds after it was fired,

range to terget 1605 yarde, and that the second one went astray sopeplace,
for the target setup wes perfect es eny minor change in date on thshowed. _
The coufse was checked by lining up masts end speed Checked by parslieling. ‘
The torpedoes were ptern shots at almost zero gyro angle, eleven second intervals,
and set to run at about 10 feet.

Before the cdlumn of water subsided, about one-helf the ship, & Jap of sbout
2000 tons, was obscured from sight by the colum of waber resulting from the tor-
pedo's explosing. The ship stopped, then proceded in & very erratic menner. Gun-
fire was resorted tp Besulting inmumbersble hits from 20 MY and at least two hits
neer the weter linefrom the 3 inch. By this time the Japs fire wes fzlling ¢lose

" gboard. The setup wes such thet I deemed it necessary to go around Pilgrim Ishend,

but was unable to relocate the Jap. Subsequent Jap reports, Three in number from
different sources, cleim that the ship send. In Penang they ralsed a lot of trouble
because of our firing on a erippled ehip, be ‘thet as it mey I believe the ehip

went down.

The Grenadier then proceeded northwerd towerd Rangoon covering the possible

. e ]
treffic lenes wept of the penisula, including those possible east of the islands

close to the peninsule. I am enclos#ing & cipy of the report submitted to Admiral
Lockwood for the action of 21 April 1943
.

The officers and crew errived im Penang ebout Q700 23 April 1943.Breekfast wzs
Promised to be served later when we errived at the place of confinement. Everyone .
weg of course in need of food} herdljhnyoge hed eaten since the mprning ©f the Zlst,
Sendwiches had been put out on board the Grenadler, but because of the nmervous
tension mnd excitement hardly emyone had éaten. The 23rd wesn't too bad &s regards
food, because the nervous tension was still sc prevalent thet I didn#t feel the
need toc much, and am sure the other seventy-five felt the seme wey. However, come
dewn of the 24th that old gnewing peifiIn the mEArift began to tell, It was madd-
ening to go to that questioning room end see the Japs eating bananas and sendwiches
in front of us; let alone their drinkdng cool lime &de snd mild. No doutt it was
one of their aims to get us to bresk down. The old Americen spirit end manhood was
maede of sterner stuff. Jwrt yes, bu Jndi £, Upon getting beck to
my rocm on the gecond floor I recalil so vividly how I used to look out the window,
dey after day, andkee those cocoanuts lying about on the ground. Would meke gestures
of &1l kinds to the guerd regerding getting one of them. All I'd recelve would be &
gshoke of the head and & sadistic grin ghowin; all his buck teeth.

One dey I encoumted & gusrd of my room who spoke Spanish. We beczme involved im
Spenish. He had lived in Brazil for a numher of years, but had returned to Jepen
just prior to the warin the Pacific.. A1l I oould get from him was e cigarette.

As to the cocoanuts lying in the yerd "No puede sendor”. 't
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The three pleces of chewing gum I happened to heve in my pocket went & long way
to starve off the hunger whick wes becoming more acute day by dey. It was getting to .
the point where we onfthe second floor would have to pull ourselves up the stairs
by menens of the railipg on the steps. Anything in the way of food wes not forth-
‘coming end ell of ws werd steadily growing weaker, wesker and still wezker. Still
po food was forthcoming wntil the evening of the 27th. My previous efforts to
obtein eny were pegative results until a Jep commander came to my room that morming.

He promised Bome food by 1300, it finelly arrived about 1700, a small teacup of rice.

broth, end some weak tea! period. In the meantime the men vere divided hell &nd half
betWEER TWO Beficol roons-on the ground floor, stone decks; the officers in single ¢
rooms on the second floor, wooden decks. The rough trestrment started the first after=

noon, particulerly with the men. W&W
attention attitude. divergence resulted in e butt, kick, glug in the face
bayoneet prick. In the questioning room persuasive measures guch ag gl@g,_isoﬁﬁ the
e 1811 bets. pencils between the fingers anfi pushing the blade of &

.en ife_umder the er neils t2 to pet us ©0 LAIK. Considering ail This I .
Pelieve the men held up remerkabiy well. To the best of my knowledge, Knubson, J.S5.
th

er trestment,,and I the only one who
> e el

=,

: ith & niy woen I saw the bkood g _ T1%4

happened, "WhET water trestment consist T probebly needs &

degree of expleining here. Usumlly Was severel beeten by & club or two clubs as the

ood gbruck the Japs. By this I mean visudl Ez%g The old eircus tent stake driver

pounding the peg into thé ground. ESimyliznsdualy two Japs would arPENEE themselves
Oheoh esch Bide of The VIchil, Taking turns as to see who couls Ve the hardest.

' MMe down in shorl order, twenty GO LDirLy OF B0 DlOWS

Joing the Trlck. I Wag Tnew—tredto E TermrTWIth iy head nanping over the edge. ;. _
he Japs would then elevate the bench to such BNCIE LHES Iy lecl were on & plene .

of _£D0 egrees BOOVE tHe head. 1h 1d then stert pouring vea kettle afier

tntil I passed out. Upon coming to theéy would o get me to talk, if no go on . .
‘that, more bestings-finally I would be cerried to my room and dumped on the floor ,
weiting for awhile wntil they decided to try again. It got so that everytime Itd- '
hear thet Jap Warrent Offiver coming into the building I'd think it wes for me agein,
or some other poor devil. We ell bad the same feeling for everyone received 5
beating after beating. However, the beatings, slugs, etc. were quite common for all

hands. One beceme so stiff and sore it was almost impossible to move, let alone change
position from standing to sitting or reclining even if able to get ewey with it.

Hhiting; Harty end I were given & bath end ordered to wash our clothes the
afternoon of the 28th. Regret to state thet becsuse of & pPalized right arm,
~ Whiting washed my clothes and agsisted me in my bath.

The three of us, blindfolded and handeuffed were flown to Tokyo 27 April to 1
May 1943. Stopping, I think at Seigon, and elther Shanghel or Formosa. We were not
informed &g to our location. In the plane, during f1light, the blindfold was '
removed,..but. being desperate characterg the guffe were left on except when cag
upst.night.end well guarded, The first night we received some hardtack bhscults,
one small can of condensed milk end some tea. The cock-roaches were guite prevelant
am e biscuits. The next night we recsived a small handful of rice end a Iew
Yegetables on & green leaf. Two meels in the plane were Jap commercial eirline
food end the other Jap field ration. Probebly the best in quality and quantity we
received until late August 1945. .
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Arrived in the Tokyo Area the evening of ‘1 May 1943. After a cold ride of ebout
an hour end & helf in & truck fitted with a tent covering, blindfolded end hand-
cuffed we arrived at Ofuna. Reminded us of e sesscoub .carp in the hilla it
monk; ing hither end 2 individuel rooms were provgded, two and =
'sheps wide and ebout five of same in length, each fitted with two grass mabs or .
"Tetemies® as TRe~Fupr-erIl them. A cold meal of rice and soup was provided. We were -
(given plenty of blankets, a G-string, some tooth powder, tooth brush, and small hand
'towel made of rew silk. We were still strictly supervised and not allowed conversation
' & condition which had preveiled since the morning of 22 April, and one thet was to
,continue for meny mohhks. _ ' ‘

We subsequently ledbed that during the afternoon of 1 May, 81l inmates except
an Australien flying officer had been trensferred to the other wing of the building,
nineteen of the occupying sbout a dozen rooms, necessitating of course some doubling
- up in a rather cramped style. :

Breakfaﬁ%'on_ng 2nd brought us our first regudsr meal, soup and rice, whi¥ch is
the standard Nip procedure. About 2 teaspoonful of soys bean paste-"misoP=end & small
bowl of rice, constituted the size of it. QCommander A.L, Maher, NA 12 gunnery

- officer of the Houston, came rushing down the pessage well ehead of the guard and said
Wlizher, gunnery oiificer Houston, get data to you &s soon as possible®, and went about
his business. He was ecting as interpreter in the cemp, there being no Jap inter— '
preter in Ofuna. The guard was right on higs heels in no time snd gave Maher & rather
questloning look. It was reassuring for us to see another white man egain, and to
be braced with this small bit of information. Later in the morning I _saw Dave Hurt |
across the compound; of course commmication of any kird was practically out of the
question, being so closely watched. We were later sble to get a little Information —
back and forth by means of notes scribbled on screp peper and left in the toilet - -
(referred to as "banjo® by the Nips.) Hurt gave me & line on what he had been feeding

the questioning officers, which we learned to_call QK'e. (Quiz Kids} :

Questioning began May 3rd. On from where we pperated, how we went to Austrelia and
& thousend and one other things. The Grenadier was out of Sidney, 8o I told them and
‘had arrived direct from Pearl traveling east of the Marshals, past the Fijis, etec.
The three of us would try getting oub dsta to each other, in one menner or another,
. 80 that our stories would not be conflicting. Our chiéf Q.K. was named Senemki,
& Comrender from the Jep N.A. class of 1923. He was, prior to the wer, in the Naval
Attache Office in Washington and had been touring the U.S. getting a1l the data he
could obtain, even had spent & yeer or so at Prinmceton. His English was fair. The .
interpreter who worked with him had been in the Embassy at Waghington, and had attended
U,5.C. during his numberous years here in the States, This men's name wes J.Sasaki,
& Lieut~Comdr. Ravel Reserve. Both these officers were exchanged in 1942. I have
. 8ubsequently seen Saseki's picture emgng Jap prisoners at Omori, which used to be the
Jap headquarters camp for Allied POW!'$ oﬁfhe Tokyo Ares{ Questioning continued
peacticelly daily for some time, Areas, numbers of bosts operating and where, number
of subs sunk or badly dsmaged. Finally I said thsat some fifty subs had feiled to.
return and that forty some odd were seriously damaged., This statement wasg mede in
Mey or June of 1943, it seemed to satisfy them and they shut up on that score. You
can well imagine the questions asked, but I don't think their tacties and methods =
were as effective as they believed them to be, We became terrific lisrs and usually
got away with it. On matters of commerciel design used on merchantmen or wiiversally -
knowy,and deta which could be 2} L] Fighti ips" we told th ’
which I believed helped us when we were lying ebout matters which they had no business
to know as far ss we were concerned.

EKnutson, RMic errived June 29, 1943. By the grapevine I gave him &1l the data
I could, ‘
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He was teken from Penang sbout 3 Msy and flown to Surzbaya via S8ingapore. His treat-
ment at Singapore, while there for & couple of days, was falrly decent except that

one time he had to use his hat for & tollet. In sursbaye he wags gueshioned bYedsp
end Germen and rader rts. Woen he wouldn'i®pive® he was gtarved and hung

his thumbs for ten days. If I &m not misteken our intelligence intercepted some
‘of the Jap reports emiting from Surebsye regarding the interview of Knuteson. Some
of the reports arriving st Ofuns ebout the time caused us & bad time but &11 in all
we evadad and denied lots of it, or confirmed other deta if it didn't amout to much..
Mr. J, Curtin'g broadcast fron Austrelis rggerding the base in Exmouth Gulf also
caused us & bad time. Howeyer, we ®wore up and down that we knew of no such base on
the west coast of Australia. Then they started in on the Brisbene and Perth bases
seying that they had D.F.'d our coded dispatches from there, We were sble to deny
any knowledge of these two bases for a long time, however, they never, to my knowledge
got the straight set up on eitherbase. About forteen ¥8" and 7-8 Fleet boats operated
frim 8idney. Later they didn't know for sure whether a half dozen or two dogen
- boets operated from Fremantle. That question was bentered back and forth for some
. time, then was finally dropied ae an spparently bad deal,

During the latter part of August lst Lieutensht L. Zamperini end his pilot
arrived in Ofana. They had spent forty-seven deys in & rubber 1ife boet and forty
some odd days on one of the Mershall Ielands in & Nip jeil, & third member of their
party died after thirty-three deys in the boat. Engine trouble hed erused their
forged landing, & B-17 I belleve, was the type of plene they were in.

About September 5th Lie his rediomen and engineers Marshall
arrived. What a sad sight they were, eir plane, A TBF from Yorktown LI was
damaged by Jap A%A. fire during the |
piece of sghrapnel came from undernestR passing between his lepgs end elm

~ the Rmbbi a job. They were forced to land in the weter shout 70 miles from Mpreus,
Con seld that they had a terrific time getting their rubber boat out of the -
plene before it sank. Once in the boat they noticed & book flosting sbout 23 got
¥y Men®- but in this case it was the wrong man. The next day they received a pre-
liminary streffing from & patrol bost before being picked up. On Marcus their pre-
d1iminery questioning resulfed in Condit losing & tooth, sound beatings, & knot
on his head and general working over, the other Two were souddly beaten zlso, bidck
eyes, outs and brusies. "Na,e, rets, end number® seemed to be anything but what
the Japs wanted. It was from people erriving periodicelly That we obtained our
true informetion from the outside. Every fragment and straw glesned helped to keep
our morale upand kept us posted on the progress of the ellies, This cese is a
typlcal of others erriming at 6funs, but the Mein reeson I mention it is thst
ldeutenent Geo. R. Brown from the Sculpin later steted "We were supposed to pick
you up off Marcus but couldn't loczte your boet, anyway mission eccomplished, but
& helluva place to find you end not ¥e able to do anything about 1

About Mid September we learned of the fall if Itsly. Around the 12th Captain
G, Prelll, the senior Itelian Navel Officer in the far east arrived, hendcuffed and
bound with rQpe one end of which serving as & leash. He hed been bedly beaten and
his face cut up. The next dsy seven of his steff arrived. About the 15th the erew
of an Italien merchantmeesn arrived, one or two were Scenflenevians. Meher was in on
the interpretation angle adein and slptted a ®Nippon Times" written in English
deted September 9th with big hesedlines ®Italy Capitulates®™ or words to that effec.t.
He seld he could hardly stand up when he sew this. Under pretense of giving out
some of the Nips instructions he told Johnson to get thet paper to him some wey,
Yold it, hide it, butFet it £o him= We received the peper/(

Wnile things were going feirly well for the Japs they used to give the older
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prisoners an occasionel news paper written in Bnglish, however, the last ones

received were dated in Jume of 1943. The informetion nsturally weas colored in

fevor of the Nips.These merchentmen were Fensisti end none sere later transferred

to the Tokyo mrem., I subsequently lesrned that they were freed and that some

bot beck to Itely. The Neksl Officers;, however, were still in verious cemps until

the end of the war. 8aw Captain Frefli in Shingewa, the hospitel camp, one dey

during Februsry 1845 while some of 3#M°were over there from Qnceri to dismantle a
garafe and teke it to Omori to be erected there. Ti.is type of work eme under ¥Gardening

To go back & little now fcr a couple of details, beek to May of 43. When the
three of us from the Grenedier arrived in Ofwne there were two wings to the bearracks
each of ebout fifteen rooms two or three of which were various store rooms. In
¥ey construction of wooden freme gtructures, typical Jepenese barns, was started,
increasing the total cepacity to about nine}y~two rooms. A new gquiz room wes added ,
new bath constructed, new ®goats® office and kitchen enlarged. The senior P.O.'s
were known among us &s %goats¥. Imagine the rumors going sbout the cemp when this
eonstruction began. Many of us thought it would be turned into &n officiel camp,
something we &ll hoped for, or get transferred to sooner or leter; for from Bfuna ther
was no informetion in or out. Strictly silence, literslly out of this world. How-
ever, Deve Hurt did receive seven letters from the states during September and October
. 1943. Must have been & mistake for he was the only one to receive eny mail while °
in Ofuns.

On October 12th 19.3 twenty-four Grenasdier men end five offieers arrived. Their
story was one of much hardsghip, trials and tribulations. After Whiting, Harty end I
‘left Paneng they were put on two very scant mesls & dey. Some of the canned food
~ the men had in their pockets when we left the Grenadier was finally distributed to them.

In puch quantities that may be there would be three to four beans per man, e ean of
sardines divkded emong meny, etc. Heturally the melirearment continued, our captors
woudin't have belonged to the Axis powers if this conduct towerd POW!'s had been
regpectable. Denque fever broke out, beri beri started in &nd questioning with
persuagive measures es well as glow gtarvation continued. About August 8, 1943,
seventy-two of them were put eboard e small Jap ship and sent Lo Singapore. They
arrived in Singspore without incident except for the fact that onme night while
enroute and locked below in a hole of the ship, some sort of mction took place, the gun:
and depth charges giving them a bad scere.

In Singapore the treetment wes an improvement, guards were very scarce, but
the lack of sufficlent food was the main item. The Indis trdéps in & compound
adjacent were receiving more food then they could eat, throwing awsy the excess, but
they couldn't give it to our men, nor could our men selvage it in sny wey. gJfter
fifty-one days in Singapore they were placed in & hole on board the Bsams Meru,
less one man, &an Electricliant's mate, L.L. Barker, who was left in & Slngapore
hospital with an infected throat., ¢

About two dsys before they srrived in Japen one of the Jap officers in the
Asama Maru sald ¥go you're from the submarine that sank & ghip off Pilgrim Island
last April". From then on until the officere and men were digerbzrked in Japan they
were each in turn repeatedly ceused to stand in a bent-over position while sgome Nip
standing et the edge of the held sbove them would swing the hand rail of a gangwey
against his back sides/ The resulting force would practicelly drive them throughi

thebulkhead,



(6)

The seventy-one officers and men remained in & pretty good camp, condidering thgl
stenderds, for ebout two days when the five offieers. and twenty-four of the sixty-
gix men were sent to Afune, the remaining forty-two men were sent to varioue canps in Je

j‘lf,.an_,:—-ﬂ‘/

Early in November two survivers of the 5-44 arrived in Ofune. The 44 hed pterted
e night atteck on a ship whichturned out to be a destroyer. I wae t0ld that.an
aettempt wes made to dive the submarine but that it wouldnt for mome unknown reason,
gubmerge mainly becsuse oﬂﬁhe high seas. Battle surface was ordered. The 5-4i4
being hit seberal times sterted to flood, the C.0. ordered mbandon ship. Several
men were in the water but only two were picked up, DUVA & CTM, and WHITMORE a RIKZ2C.

About November 22, 1943 morale was boosted quite & bit when the dope ceme out
that there would be a transfer of prisoners cut of Ofuma. Everyone of -course wadt ed
to get awsy from that plade. We were not P.O.W,'s, but wnarmed enemies, and not
registered with the Internationsl Red Crose. Conversatlon was still banned, but we
nevertheless took chances and did talk in whispers whenever we thought we could get
awayfwith it~one didn't always come off lucky on this score so consequently we
received punikhment in more ways than one whenever ceught in the act, or even
suspected of same, Anywsy thé scuttlebutt was rampant as this was the first big
transfer to teke plece since May when ten men were transferred. Finelly on December
3, 1943 about thirty officers and men left. Commander Meher, Deve Hunt, V.C, Blain
former CC USS Pope, and others who hed been there for & long time, these three had.
been there for about nineteen months. One can well imagine how glad they were to
leave for another camp. This left me senktor POW in Ofuns, many headaches &s well as
trying to £ill the job of interpreter then became my lot. , '

On December 5, 1943 one officer and twenty men, survivors of the Seulpin mrrived
in camp. Barefooted, make shift clothing, mosbly cast off Jap undress blues and in
generel & weary looking lot. : A

Having been sunk on November 19, 1943, off Truk as & result of depth charges snd
gun fire from & Jap DD. . :

Of these who were sble to sbandon ship prior to the Seulpints going down three
officers and thiry-nine men were picked up and teken to Truk., They remained there
sbout ten daye when they were divided between two carriers for transportation to
Japan. Lieutenent George E.Brown and nineteen men, one of them wounded, were
placed on one carrier, two Ensigne and twenty men were placed on another carrler, some
of those in the latter carrier were wounded to various degrees.

On ‘Pecember 3 off Japen the carrier ecarrying the wounded was attacked by sub-
marine and sunk.. The prisoners_beingsconfined in & hold were helpless, however
one men did get out and over the side, subsequently being picked up and placed
on boerd the carrier carrying the other twenty SCULPIN survivors.

It is believed the SAILFISH sank the carrier, such are the fortunes of war,

Pertinent informetion was given the SCULPIN survivors es quickly es possible,
this proved beneficial for sll concerned and save embarressing and conflicting
gtatements to the Q.K.'s later on. I learned from Lieutenasht Brown thet & list of
fifty~five GRENANDIFR survivors wae in Pearl Harbor. This was fery encouraging for
me, for at least snxiety at home for those men was somewhat lessened.

Permission wes obbained to econduct a Christmas progrem. This included various
seripture readings, appropriate songs and prayers. In the afternoon a a track und

and fileld program was cerried out.
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The Q.K.'s in attendance. Prizes in the form of bsked sweet potatoes, end eigarettes
were given the winning contestants. Not much for ordinary stendards,but regavless
of the fact that the quantity received wes small it wes much eppreciation by 21l

~ hends. Everyone received & few apples end tengerines that day, so all 4n 211 under

the circumstances the dey was spent as pleasantly as possible. Conversation among
the older prisoners in Bfuna, to & limited degree, was permitted, but for that day
only. The 1lid was clamped dom tightly agein the next day.

New Year's Eve creeted quite much excitement. Lieutenant Berty, sbout 1700
came rushing from the 'Benjo: whispering somsthing sbout & truck load of boxes
merked with & large red cross. Those of us about at the time told him that he must be
erazy, or in need of glagses, as mo such thing would ever be given any of us in
Ofwma. However, out of curiosity & number of prisoners went to the benjo for & look
out through one of the numberous openings between the boerde forming the eiding of
the bullding-these cracks were guite prevalent throughout the buildings, especially
the older barracks. Fine for summer but miserable for the winter weasther. Within
& couple of minutes the guard began cslling for & ten head working party. In no time
&t &ll everyone who was able to do so was st the gete amsisting in unloading the

- truck, Sevenyy-two cases, each containing eight cartons of Canedian Red {ross food.

Excitement ren wild, how much of it Ioalqhe actually receive, how often would we
get a parcel and many such quairies prevalled

The few notes I took during 1944 follow. Fhile bried and in non—incriminating
language I will meke bried explenstory notes where the situations would not be clear .
to anyone else. The book was taken from me &t Omori and I did mot get it back umtil
my return to the U.5.. However, the interpreter Pvi. Mono, somewhat pre-~Ameriean,
obtained it from the Nip files and geve it to Commander Hurt. After his transfer
from Omori, imagine Commander L. Maher received same. Anywsy it ended up in
Admiral Helsey's office., The wnderlining in red was either done &t the hesdquerters
camp in Omori or else by the Admirelts staff, probably the former.

=, u‘.
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OFUNA, JAPAN
1944

Jen. 1- New Year's Day - Big Japanese Holidey.

Last night 72 caes of Red Cross food arrived, contents & certons, each con-
taining as follows: Soap 1 bar; 2 oz. corn beef 12 oz.} salmon € oz.} sardines
3-3%/ oz. (Ka,. beef seusage or liver sausage 103 oz.) Tes / oz. or coffee 6 oz.
jam or mermaiade 1 1lb.j butter 1 lb.; pilot biscuite 1 1b.j cheese 4 0z.} prunes
6 oz.) selt and pepper 1 oz.j} chocolate bar 5 oz. ralsins 7 oz. powdered milt 1
ib.s 70 POR. :

211 hends like small children last night enticipating the arrival of Sante
Cleus, &s the boxes had not been distributed..Two {(2) cartons each, econtributed
to & food benk for new prisoners to errive in future. (Shere wes much dissension
from many PHs sbout this venk, I deemed it the only way for equal distribution for
-contempleted new arrivels. It worked out very nicely.) January 6. Questioned
again. They have been et me every month since my capture off Penang. This time
mostly politicel and history of navel officers in U.B8.N., F.G. school and war college

in United Btates. ' ‘

Jen, 9 -~ Mother's birthdsyl
~ Jan. 19 - Dad's birthday!

Todey is, I Belleve, & Japanese Naval Hollday. Held a sing-song from 12130
- 1400, Jmpromptu but good, songs and jokes at rendom. How have 82/prisoners, one
of which had his leg removed 10 deys prior to his arrival here. (F.F. Garret, Lt.,

USALF, Pilot of plene in which Lt. Col. A. J. Walker was flying.) One, (Wells, Ens.,
USN) very sick with melaria/ A , .

Jen., 21, D.C. put us out of action 9 months ago today. Gemes and sing-song in
p.m. Believe that the henderiting hee been seen on the well, I give Germany not
over 100 days before she ie out. {The morele was on the upwerd swing egein).

Jen. 24. Dreft of 21 left today, Pose, BacBeath, Zucco, Stauber, Wise, Kruisinge,
VanBerg end 14 of Sculpim erew to Omori, I belleve. Were allowed to take only
opened RC boxes. Lots of hell raised yesterdsy about people opening 4th box ahead
of schedule, 8 few sleps, and boxes teken eway {This waes ectuslly & good slugging
administered by the senior Guchyo. The schedule laid dovm by the Eips was one box
per week] from offenders. $Still have my boxes. .Looks 1like best thing to do is eat
then up &nd not try to meke them last out winter months as was plemned by some of
us. Wes questioned egain yesterdsy, fgeneral topic, why was the U.S. s/i force
morele so high. My enswers seemed to satisfy the Cdr. “SANAMARY, JNAC. '23 sald
they were the seme es required for wer college entrance exam here, that is the anw
gwer to the generel question of ¥What made up the morale of & ship or Force?"

Also, what did I think of Germsn S/M morzle. I believe it to be quite low, he
agreed - the reason is quite ebvious. Pey day end (Beginning in September 43
officers were peid in accordance with base pey of Jep Navy pay ~ Mine was 170/me;
Comdrs 220/me., Couldn't buy anything with it.) 90 sen/day for foodj food has been
cut because of our RC boxes. I don't Believe that according to Houle, but heve no
means (We complained to everyone from senbor QK on down - but it didn't do any good)
of complaining. The tobacco situstion is becoming very acute - looke like we might
all become non-smokers in & couple of deys, the excuse seems to be & disease in the
tobaceo store = I believe they are short of this comrnodity and no ships to provide
same, 0.k, by mel The good results of our S/M's Alr Foree and Navy was really
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beginning to hurt then.

Jen. 25. QXK. egein - morale of S/M end what makes it high in U.S. Wonder what the
Japs ere driving et? Haircut &nd shave, cold es hell after ward, rain to dampen

the sir. Usually received e haireut, Jap style, and shave by Nip barbers, on 18th
and 25th of each month. Last hair eut Jan. 6th, cold then, in fact 1t snowed, firest .
I'd seen sinée Nov. '41 in Porthgmouth, N.H. Physically am much colder here -~

no heat whatsoever, and the barracks well ventilated. :

Jen. 27. Sterted dey off with a bang} Eyarady caught urinating in a tin can
insgead of going to bénjo during night. #1 Gockyo hit him severel times in the face
with his fists. Questioned re: S/M werfersand whet U.S. bad lemrned from Germans
elong this line., I told him thet we learned.nothing from the Germens — it wasn't
considersd necessary. Also, Cdr. wondered who would ask for peace terms = t0ld him
U.S. never would ask for themj that we were like snowball sterting at the hill top
which gethers aspeed, size snd power as 1t goes along &nd down hill. He said that ;
a long war would be detrimental to both sides. His remark resy Naval Attache in
Washington after war with no Navy to represent, may heve been significant I said
thet we might sllow them to keep 1 or 2 amell ghips! He also stated thet the U.S.
wes trying to do & blitz war in the Pacific, hope so! :

Jan. 30. Two people compleined to the Q.K.'s re R,C. Bo¥es.In P.M. those who had
Yost them, each received one back. The ¥General® (Holman pvt. USA) made out guite
well « darmed well in fact. Hebomplained that some one hed stolen e couple of his
boxes = Holman seemed to be called in for the most unusual things, es & result he
geemed to be on the in" and received & couple of made up boxes. Wes not celled into .
Q.K.'s, but G. H. Whiting waes in & couple tlimes. All 8/M men - required to write on
a questionaire,. (our personnel were well indocttinated on not giving out any worthe
while dsta that would in any wey glve the Nipe any definite thing to work on. _I{tmy,
times we would be told that our crews were very dumb.) Q.K.'s mentioned peace egain
end proposed by & 3rd party - Could Stalin be it? Can think of no one else powerful
enough to have much to gey gbout it.

Feb. 1. Clgarettes again 2/day. Q.K.'s concerned ebout number of bunks in a S/M.

Feb, 2. Pegts birthdey. Hope to be present for the next one. Coffee &nd cigarettes
particularly good today! FExceeded my chocolate retion todsy for the occasion. ,
Westerfield 85210 Costd working in the Ritchen came in ebout &n hour before reveille w
with e hot cup of cofifee and & eigarette— the guerd on duty was toasting his feet by
the kitchen stove. The 5 oz, bar didn#t go far as usuelly partook of 1/6 ber per day.
It ecertainly was good particularly since we hadn't had any for & long time.

Feb. 3. Cooks' child one year old today. Thuis is the Jap Cook; PCooksan®, as we had
to caell him, Collected some powdered milk from all hands and made doughnubsj
received three (3) and were quite good, coffee for brezkfast ~ how r8bout coffee and
doughnuts in a prison camp - or are we prisoners? Unarmed enemies! Have been told -
meny times that we're not POW's end mames not gent in - & helluva notel

QK agein this emening res repeir facilities, docks, yards, etc. in iglands of South
Pacifie, Frankly know nothing about these, nor sbout anything at Roosevelt Fleld
in 8&n Pedro. I did heve e general ides of the set up, but sa2id that I'd been out
of the states so long that I didn't know anything ebout this subject.

Feb. 13, Seven prisoners arrive -~ gix (6) from Lt. W.L. Morris' erew, and one from
Canopus, who had escaped fron Corregldor with Herris. Harrls is Gen, Field Herris?
son (USHC). :



(3

Feb. Li. Vealentine Bay ~ wigh I eould eend Peg end Jack something, meybe next time -
I hope.

Feb. 15. Lest letter received fror Peg. deted Feb. 15, 1943. Received another R.C.
box~ &nd & pair of Japanese shoes ~ too small, 8ize 11l Snowing tonight.

Feb. 16. One# new prisoner, (Lt. Van Warmer), pllot B-2/

Feb. 1%. $Snow about two inches. The heavily laden trees#.nd covered bulldings in .
the velley presented & very picturesque seene. Saowbsall fight this A.M., guards
jolning in,

March 3. Hed my first piece of stesk since capture, was ebout 3/16 inch thick and
sbout 2% inches in dismeter, was very gmall but enjomed same very much. Received
new prisoner lest night #71, (Bullerd). BA '38 fror Intrepid following an attack
on Truk, About this time we had swiped enother Nip paper - MANY ETTOWS about Truk -
we thought for sure Truk had been invaded.

. March 5. 8leet, rein and snow, high wind and cold &s hell -~ the most miserable dey
this winter! While teking the bi-weekly bath, snow wes blowlng into the bathroom -

slightly chilly!
March 7. 8ix new prisoners - two Australian snd fonr Americen - 81l aviators.

Merch 9. One New prisonsr, Shaver.

March 14. Draft of 20 left 't‘.oday ~ for Omeri, I believe, Lt. I .D. Harty a.nd Gun.

J. Walden of Grenadier included, plus &ll cripples. Helchel, Ethsrldge, Surrett, Cascl
Greenwood, Phillips, EKnight, Devies, Kjellevik, Garret, Stansbury, Russel, Browng,
Bowen, Wells, Warren, Rouland end Ching Lee. .In bad shape, Garret was minus & leg,
the others hed beri-beri end maleria. Don't know enything ebout the new plece, but
believe it to be better than here,. Register &s POW and letters am sure. My non~ghop
talk, the conversation wes in Jepeanese, with the Tichyo, €.0. of Camp, on Sundey
Pp.m, didn*t turmn out as a pre-trensfer - however, teas end three cigsl A big thing
for us. Heve missed five (5) drafts out here so far, meybe the next time = I hope.
This month cold, wet and misersble, however, saw plumb blossomg today for the f:l.rst
time this yeer.

Merch 18. Kore rein, wind, sleef and snow todey, resulta_ng in gix inches of white
gtuff = it lasted sbout three deys. .

Merch 25. QK by Cdr. res 13th Haval District end whether the Aleutians Headquerters
were in Besttle, Kodiak, Dutch Harbor, Adsk or where. I frankly dén(t know, He
guessed Adek the best lecetion. ﬂpNaf recently ennounced the following §/Mg lost in
combat end grounding: Amberjeck, Wehoo, Triton, Perch, Argonaut, Pompeno, Runner,
Pickerel, Shark, Scorpion, Grunion, Sez Lion, Cowplin, Cisco, Durado, Grensdier, 8~44
Sculpin, Grayling, Grampus, 8§26, 8-36, £-39, S-27, and R-12. In reply to my
question &s to when I could get out of this camp he selid this wad 8 good place, told
him no letters was bad, but there was no reply to this statement. Looks ke I'm
here for the duration.

March 26, B8ing-song in evening after chow, think mostly s&s & result of seversl
anoking a second cigerette and the guard relsing hell. This was the firet time that

this had been raised as an infrinﬁment upon the rule of = 15 ute smoking period.
anyway, the #1 Gochyo sald no smokes the next A. M., then came the singson.
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end cigs presented to the individusl performers, following the sing song ®ll hands
presented with cigs and informed thet the eight men could smoke next A.M. Cantf
gigure out how some of these detmils work - rather incredible so it seems to me.

April 3. Questioned ret Out report and conformetion of enemy sinkings and damage
by Submerine, is sunk, probably sunk and dsmeged. Stated that credit to S/ C.0.
wag only given when quite positively confirmed, and the degree of credit given wes
that of either eye witnese or strong circumstantial evidence. Was required to- ‘
Print my full name on & Piece of peper the interprster had been using during the
interrogetion ~ heven't much ides why this was he_kcessary for em sure they know it
full well. :

The rice was cut about 25% todey = guess the price of food hes gone up in
Japen, or the respective rations reduced - must tzke in emother notech in the belt, -

April 7. Q.K. again this AM. -« still checking on how we report sinkings and denages,
and who mekes the final decision es to the credit allowed to the C.0. They must be
trying to orgsnize their own reports in & better style and more fool proof scheme,
for according to their reports our fleet has by now been sunk meny times - most
ineredible? One new prisonerd received this evening. '

April 8, Nyarasdy in the soup again - While pealing onions todsy he slipped four
- {4) into his pocket and was caught, result six {6} cracks with the bell bat end no
rice at noon. ' ' '

April 9. G.R. Lemprier conducted & very nice and impressive Emster Serikce. Had
& con of sardines end one stridp of chocolate which I'd been saving for the -occasion.
" One cen of sardines and 5/6 baz of chocolate remain for May 16th.

April 15. Another new prisoner arriver this A.M. on the two wheeled cart, He wes
in very poor condithon, one arm having been broken lest Jenuary, now nittted together
at'en angle and is useless~ will in mll probasbility have to be broken agein an &

" -reset upon return to the U.8. (Cannon, C.E. 8/8gt. U.8.4.).

April 16. Questioned again, this time on S/N Sguard. Orgenization and lster on &rmament
ag regards guns. MNever heard of anything but 2 3 inch on 8/M. I of course knew

about the 5 inch being put on board the boets. During the past week the rice ration
has teken another 25% drép. By actual test the quentity we now recelve can and has
been fitted into & tea cup. It's said thet rice is now short but more later if =,

how about the truck whick backed up to the kitchen last night end heuled several

bags of it away? Brown begging was quite prevalent, great quantities of the food

we were supposed to receive went over the fenceor out of the gete to the Rips.

April 17. Four of us, Harris Carr, Quinn and I held & request conference with the
Gachyos &nd the cook regarding the food situstion; result amisble, but that's ell,
rations throughout Jepan cut, oures tef213 gms/meal and 520 gns. vegetables/ day end
in view of the ration system we would even be uneble to buy morel 8o it lodks like
tightening the belt and forget it! Previously we were supposed to get 240 gns/
meal but had been getting more end some complaint wes launched about it by the
supply depertment, Yokushe — anywey for two years this camp hapg hed a full bowl,

" now only a % bowl or less, don't suppose we'll starve but the midsection is some-
what lean end seme lsunches a bit of complaint. Actually 213 grams of rice is nd
too bad, but we were not getting near that much es subsequent qwighing demontrated.,
We acturlly averaged sbout 200-250 gms. vegetables/dsy sometimes. '

April 20. Questioned ret previous history on Ger end Grenadier pstrols, etd. Alsok
names of tenders - these can be found in Jenesi Both were in more fictitious places
then one ever thought of. It was touch and go at times remembering where I'd been as
pertained to oy story, as I dddn't want to mention some of our specific mreas.



April 22/ One year & Prisoner - nertz! Hope its &l over prior to znother.

April 23. Sing song in P.H., seemed to be no spirit for us during the after-
noon in doing sare. This may be preliminery to encther dreft. The reason for
no spirit ot this sing song was because the guards tried to run the zffeir, sel-
ecting some of POW's for embarassment end humilietion of the individuels -

and nothing could be done sbout it. '

April 25. Questioned re: SFPD ete. and tender facllities as pertasins to subs,
Odr. stated his belief thet peuce conference would be held in Washin;ton D.C.

I feecl thet these people are thinking sbout pesce aims, and mey have put out some
feelers along that line. I wonder will they keep on fighting efter Germany fells.
" Seems to me that it would be suleidal for ther to do so - however one can't tell
much of the situstion from our position- as prisoners - on the inside looking out.
They would telk along emieble lines for awhile ¥hen pop some guestion hoping to
catch us off base. One hed to keep his wits ebout him everytime he was called in.

Mgy 1. Have been in this camp one year today and have hopes of its being my.-legt
anniversary of detention in this country. Questioned yesterday re: % °8/M in
areas, at base, overhaul, to and fror erea etc. Also, four new arrivals of Lt.
Ven Wermer's crew. They ere supposedly HOT prisoners, but have been captured
gince Feb. 2. Van Wermer has been in this camp for some time, . ne and one-half
months I believe- and this is the least hot lot of us here, now numbering 6/ at
present. Seems as though ry prediction of 3/21/44 was slightly in error re:
Gerpeny being out. In fact missed it by a yeer, but we hed to keep our morzle

up dey by day.

May 7. Recelved one new prisoner todey; 2nd It. G. ¥cConnell, shot down over
Hong Kong April 18. Since the first of the month the rstion of potetbes has been
feir when ever we received them, equivelent to & medium sized potato, They were
boiled, then mashed, skins end ell,- however all could eat much more than is
provided, yet no one will starve on the present quantity.

Mey 9. A twelve (12) pege questionaire, elong the lines of & fitness report was.
gubritted to all hands this A.M, for checking and filling out. Admirals King,
Nimitz,_ﬂalsey; Spruance, Fletcher and Kinceid and General MacArthur were the
heedliners. This P.M. wss in questioning room end questioned along the sbove
lines. Never thought I'd be amking out reports on the ranking officers in the
d.S, Service. (This questionaire seered to be one for propegands. It was
Rediculous in it's tenor ~ They were, I'm sure, trying to get someone to mek: some
adverse comment so thet if could be used aspropagands for the Jap Public)

Mey 11. Received encther prisomer {Chsrles Keufman, 2nd It.) USAAF #66,

Mey 14. This is I think, Mother's Dgy, and whet & plece end such conditions for
observing it. I feel thet the next dnme will be spent under circumstances quite
fevoreble. If not et home, we &1l hope znd expect to be on the way at lesast.
Questioned agein todey re: the date sheet of the 9th. The Cdr. (Senemski), -

in addition to the ahove questioning approached G.H.W. on how he thought the asllies
would act in teking the P.I, Would MacArthur come up from New Gpines end would

Adm. Fletcher take Truk, the Mariamms and hit Japan, even mentioned the possibility
of our teking Kamchetks and down this wzy. CHW ‘said he hzd no iden but thought it -
quite possible that Russis might tike & crack at them. How do we know whet is going
on outside and what er: the proposed plans - maybe mentzl telepathy comes our way !l
Hardly in thig cese even if such exists. Howsver, believe these people are & little
concerned &8 to the next ellied move in the Pacific - it would be interesting to
know from our phint of view.
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Mey 24. New prisoner this evening. USAAC Sgt. right leg In cast (#57 T.M.
Spedafdrm), encther survivor of the plane in which G, McConnel was flying and shot
dowh over Hong Kong 4-18-4L.

Mey 29. Questioned todsy on locztion of cerriers at outbresk of war - but primarlly
on trestment received in this camp. Quinn's letter to the C+0. re: his trestment
of 23rd has stirred up the authorities a 1ittle, I believe. I recommendied written
regulations posted, on interpreter in the camp, ete,, hewever, don't know how things
will react. A year ago, anything would have been out of the question - the Japanese
attitude, i.e., Gunrebo (Generel Staff), is slowly chenging for the bettsr and heve
even mentioned rather strongly the goodwill attitude. They must reslize that

Japen cannot win the war and are now beginning to think what the reactlons will bd -
upon our return home, if this rather hersh treatment continues, some days its fairly
good, but when its bad its really e bit of hell sround here. Quinn's eardum broken
5 deys ago is now slightly infected.

June 3/ Questioned ret: Sec..of War Stimson's recent remark to the press regerding & -
forbined Navy, Army and USHC force under one head, the Army. What did I think of the
‘situstion and proposals? Without seeing the paper, or hearing the speech or statement,
of Mr. Stimson, I could not make & reasoneble statement, but on the face of it ell 1
couldn't how, profexzsionally, it would be a good thing. We're supposed to receive
Red Cross supplies this month, 2500 tons of supplies it is said, have arrived in
Japen by now. They will be most welcome. Would like U.S. supplies this time, bul any &
will of course be most appreciated. :

June 5. It is now about 2:30 P.M. PWT, with Jack end his §th birthdey. _
June 4th - cen vision & nice birthdey party with lots of friends, ceke end lce crea,
and 211 heving a grand time. If fiste and luck be with us I have hopes of being present
for his 10th. BSeems such a long way off,however. The QK's were still on Stimaon's
statement yesterday. I wasn't called in, but severszl were, including GHW and Holmen.
Wonder why so much interest in the subject and especially s0 to spend several daxs

on it. On the 3rd the QK's said thet there hed been hopes of getting us home by
Christmas by now it diddtt look like it. Wonder could they have been banking on the
Mlies sccepting their peace proposals, belleve the Japanese have submitted two

this year and in =11 probability the only terms the U.S. and Allies will give are
those of unconditionzl, which the Japanese cen't see &t this time, that is, of course,
more assumption on my part. .

June 6. Received four (4) prbsoners, USAAF survivors of B-2/, mission over Saipen
5/25, one badly bruised on right leg and lower abdomen and seems to be seriously
shaken up. The pilot Capt. Stoddard; was a former college roomate of W.L. Morris.
¥e now number 71 - There should be a move from this camp in the near future. 78-86
seem to be the average number &t the time of a move.

June 8. Questloned this P.l. by & Netel J.G. on & few items, re: my lst and 2nd
Grenadier patrols, times to, en end from station. Mostly a pack of lies on my part
and they seemdd to be trying to shake out a new story and so get me across the well
known berrel. He believed Japan will win the war, snd stated that Japen wasn't fighting
an economical war, meaning a war for economis. They sometimes get their English a
1ittle mixed upand some of their statements ere amuslng, if thet is so, I don't know
whet they are striving for, He stated thet if Japen were to be destroyed, so would
prisoners, therefor, we should hope for Japen's victory. My reaction and statement
to that was to the effect that if this goverment chose to put a bullet into me there
would be nothing I could do to prevent it and doublted thet 1t would help the
Japenese wer effort.



June 9. 1lst Lt. E. Poschau, one o the newest prisoners arriving here, bedly injured
and shaken up, died lest night et 9 o'clock. This I consider eanother of their .
atrocities for this man should never have been flown to Japan - instead he should N
have been pleced in hoppilel. By moving P oschau the Nips added one more murder to .
their long list of same. It is very regretable, but maybe is the best thing for hin,
as he seeméd to be severly injured internslly.

June 10, Today, we held = small serviee for Poschau. The body we cremated this
morning &nd buried st the Temple this P.M., along side of Mr. Minsaas, who died here
last Oct. 1€, 1943. GCause of this death - Malnutmitiion and leck of medical care of
 any king at 8ll. Also, the Jspanese Buda Priest, at the Termple, held & burial
gervice.. This was to say the least one of the few decent things the Japs did.

June 20, Nearly everyone in camp wes innoculated this P.M., one shot for (1) Typhus,
(2) Cholera, snd (3) Dysentary. '

June 21st. The peactions were verious, aches aud pains in muscles snd joints plus.
& light fever; normen reactions all. However Captain Stoddard became ¥wery 11l and
nearly died. He was in the stags of touch and go for almost & menmth.

A1l indications point to the fact that the ring is steadily closing in on
ell fronts and it seems &s though there's & possibility of the war being over this
year. We're hoping for it, and the sooner the better.

June 23. Three Naval Offiver, Lt. Comdr. and 2 Engigns questioned me todsy, mostly

on how and when 5/ send radlo messeges and how codes work. Particulaerly interested in
internel indicators, cell signs procedure, etc. (The semple I gave them of a text in
pidin lengusge was rediculous from the point of view on how we wrote them). Teld

then thet the commpnicetion officer encoded it from there, end thet ' didn't know
anything mbout it whthout the book.. They wanted the Communicetion officer, Seorry

bit be was trensferred last March. These QK'S were much disappointed about this and

I had & good laugh up my sleeve about it - they reslized I had them over the berrel
and they knew it. One new prisoner, a P-38 pilot from N.G.(New Guinewy(Hasty).

June 24. Our eleventh wedding enniversary Peg. In going back over them, I can count
but precibus few that we have been together, my hopes ere high'thei.we!ll.be together
on the next one. Two ne- prisoners, pilot and redioman from Hornet, Lt. Gelvin end
RM/3/c long. Number of prisoners now 73.

June 29. Received six prisnmsers todasy, bounu and hendcuffed. They appear to have
received the same treefment as we did at Penang, i.e., well beaten up. Totel nuber
here now 79. There seens to be & move on within the next flewdays of ebout 30 men.

Air reids =zlsrms this month on the 15th and 18th.

July 1. Camp and personnel in5pect15ﬁ this A Hi. by the &dn. of Yokuske District.
Questioned tdday re: construction end compositlon of dispatches, also, mccuracy of
D.R.T. More baloney handed out. :

July 2. For the second time in 14-% months received & small plece of stesk, slso one
boiled onion and some gravy plus rice smd burley, scanty but testy, The steak elmost
as lerge &s that recelved last March. Whiting and Duva now gelley tobans (Kitchen
workers end POW cooks).

July 10. A& rzther peppy eingsong last might prior to the large draft leaving todey,
em:quite sure to Omorl. The following left this a.m. sbout 0800: Cerr, Lemprier,
Stacey, Browng, Morris, Youghivitch, Critchlow, Rucks, Clerk, Palmer, Irishnen, .
Wuerterman, Withrow, Todd, Wésterfield, Beker Thomas, Kalberg, Slater, Marshell, Ander-
son, Lardin, Scott, Gomer, Rourke, Heverlsnd, Mwrray, Peterson, Skinner, Scofied,
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There remain 49 in Ofune st present, six evmy enlisted men, seven Navy enlisted men,
three Merchent Marine, three liarine Officers, Including Major G. Boylngton (C.HM.H., .
12 USN officers, 14 USAAF Officers and 3 N.R.N.V.R. Officers. Here as any place, the
old saying "A move is es good es e fire¥, for seversl items were discarded, I ob-
tained a pair of scissors, a imife, 1 pair patched socks, two pair skivvy pents waich
will be o.k. after & little work and another pair of socks which I belleve I can

fix suiteble for use, a pajeme cost, the first I've had since cepture; & sleeveless
shirt, rather rotten but useble to & certein degree, perticulerily if we have to
spend another winter in Japan. o

An apusing incident heppened #m the 4th, while all of #1 building were
standing in the brace, i.e. knees half bent end arms in the air, the air reid alarm
took off. The reason for the crouch position was beczuse of the fact thzt one of
the & washbesins hed been forgotten that morning and so 211 hends were heckled for
ebout 20 mintues in this manner. The basin khvpened to be the C.0.'s, howefer, thing
the gusrds were just on the rempage egain. Anywey Condit said "Hell boys thet siren
is music to the eers - hope these B'E ere cstching the works - we can stand like

this all day to thet tone®. Nothing unususl et all, however, some new guards (3)

3/c P.0. &nd (2) Sea 1/c have arrived and perhaps after Phey take hold the young
Sea 3/c may simmer down to reasonkble actions.

July 11. Counter signed & Geneva recaipt for the 72 Red Cross boxes this cerp
received last December 31. The receipt was dzted June 9, 1944. The C.0. F Iide
aiso signed it. Received a new prisoner this evening. Connell.

July 13. Another prisoner brought in last night #51. Yesterday, Boyington caught
circunstantielly, smoking in benjo, slugged and given B raps with club. His tail
end is quite black and blue. Todsy the issue ralsed mgaih, these people keep herping
on the same subject for hours and days, enyway we were told 1f we spoke the truth re:
emoking no punishment would be given cut; not so, we were all pleced in the push up
condition for ebout 15 minutes. Later in a.m. & guerd, on duty, wes observed to go
in end out of several rooms 3 or / times; following which some POWs were missing
laundry soap] the guerd was observed to teke some items from the rooms, and seemed '
to snoop about Whitemore's roon. Ko¥ soap was worth its weight in gold. In e few
minutes we were ell lined upand rooms searched by guards. A lerge plece of leundry
goap was found in Whitmore's rubber boot. The plant wes én & rether ridiculous place, ¢
¥hitmore works in the bath end has access to sufficlent soap. HNo one would admit
placing the soap in the boot so the Ptermite® got & club and threatened, still no
one would admit somethinz none of vs had done. We were then placed in the crouched
position - I went after the #1 Gochyo who I met at the hall corner, he quickly put

& stop to all the nonsence. The guerd gquickiy ditched his elub also. I requsested
the Gochyo to administer eny deserving punishrent, also, that no more POWs be re-
guired to do leundry and sewing for gusrds, as of late too much trouble wes being
caused - thet wes agreed to. (The reason the men did this work for the guerds was
to obtain an extra cigarette or two apd an occasional extra bite of rice.)

I think thet in trying to be &s pleasant as possible here, to the guords, we've
sonewhet placed ourselves in & servile position, which must cezse if we're to have
eny rights end dignity remaining to us. BSo far so gocd. Now two of the gusrds sus-
pect one of their own cowntrymen of teking their sosp, sox, etc. I think they have
the right one, at least it's the one I suspect. .

July 14. Prisoner #52 srrived last night (Pilot of e "Barracude®™ off the Illustrious).
Big roow change todey, £ll new prisoners moved to Berracks #1, 15 of them, &ll tobans
to B~2 and the remainddr of us to B-3. A toban is one wio does speciul work such as
bath, kitchen, etc., Was in room 14 for 11 moths, hope I'm not in Japan under their
conditions for es long &gein as in room 14. No bunk in this rocom. #1714 of Barracks #3.
8t111 saying I expect to be home by June 1945 if not bteforell



July 15. Received two prisoners last night. Ens. Gunther (KAV) and R/M Rogers of
PIllustrious® - in & Berracude. I believe 752 is their pilot. Harris ecting as
interpreter last night, received this data for the C.0. and passed ti slong to us.

July 1. TYesterday sfternoon and &1l of tddey 12 end 19 POW's respectively have
been & couple of miles away from camp dumping weter from & small canal, bucket sgyle
idto adjoining rice paddies. The lack of rein this season seems to be telling on the
crcps, the fiedls in general sre becoming checked and dry. The fermers produced

& 1little extra food for the work, whicj wns appreciated, snd the work was not too
hard. ' '

& .
July 19. Boullerd, Walker and Boyington into the Gunboys today. They, the Gunbous
. that is, seem most concerned about the coming P.I. Cempaign. It must be sbout ready
to breek, for appearantly the Marianas was not too difficult & cempsign, snd it meybe
that the P.1. Gigpi¥is. 3 ¥ dezl is repidly epproaching — we 211 hope so. The
interpreter (Lt. C. SaSaKi), stated thzt Japen's fleet was intect and thet better
then 90% of it would have to be sunk prior to our bteing sble to teke the P.I. '
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The three above officers made much complaint sbout the sadistic attitude
and treatment handed out by the junior guerds. They stoted that something would be
done — but how meny times have we heard the same sbory before? The suspected soap
plenter, P.0. 3/c was transferred a couple dsys ago, having been here but & few days, -
believe he was found out by the C.O. end Gochyo's Yamezuki end Wetesmsbe, S3/c, left
todey, received two junior guards zs replacements. .

July 29. Thought thet on the 27th I'd sccomplished something towsrd ending the
servile attitude the guards had been demanding of us — that is bowing and seluting

at every turn of the dey and elso, to each new guard coming on duty. The #l Gochyo
stated that only on first meeting in the a.m. prior to 0800 was this to be done, that
is, exchenge salute and the morning greeting - perfectly o.k. by us end I suppose

the proper thing to do - the same gpplies to our own service. Anywny, last night
Senkimoto, coming on at 1945 didmn't get his ®cowbow" and rezlly took off - thought

he would "blow his top? He seid all of Sanku (B-3) wes damn no good, no good and
worthless and that afteb inspection we'd 211 be in the soup. Following "Norio® he
lined us up and wanted to know the reason for no selute etc. {Norio is a short time
outside for some rir before turning in at night. If lucky one might get & smoke if he
had a butt to blast.) Harris tried to explain to him thet the # said it wasn't _
necessery, he slapped Herris, called us fools end liars; he then was about to slig
us but Ataka told him no, we were placed in the stoop fell position for sbout & .
minute then changed to the crouch position. I told him I wanted to see the #1, this
request¥® wasrefused. To eggrivete matters he eracked several with his bayonet, &3
well as slugging a couple. His lunge st Nyarady with his bsyonet and would have
wounded him more but for Nyarady's jugping beck, washis (Sskimoto) crowning bust, :
howsver, in the mesntime Senkimoto had threstened bat Wezting if enyome wes to tell the
#1 on the following dey - jusb es though I wouldn't yell to high heaven the first
chance I gotto see the Gochyo — enywdy out steamed Steveeand here came the #1, #2,

#3, and Kangachyo. The Kenguchyo is & pharmacist. Steve hed indiceted to them thet
the guard wes fleiling his knife around end had struck him (Steve)}. The #1, upon
seeing the situstion realized straight awey whkt was up. I've heerd people raked over
the colas before but this was an ®A®™ No. 1 job. He took Senkimoto outside geve him

a severe tongue lashing plus a few cracks in the face, so did # and the Kanpachyo.
For & little while now, I believe things will be for the better. Those with some
intelligence along the matter reclize that this country is losing end I think ere &
litte concerned about post-war conditions internntionzlly. '
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July 30. TVord has come from out of the quiz room having been said, by the interpre-
ter that ™We'll be home by Christmes®™. Saipen and Guam now ours anf fighting going
on in Tinlan, the European situstion is critical and &s everyone lg tired of the

war, it can fold up any day now®. Hew we hope for the proof of this pudding.

July 31. The redion wes weighed for the first time to our knowledge todsy., 120
€n rice per mesl, as it ie suppose to have been the pest couple momths and 520 gm
vegetable per day. If the present set up continues we will be o.k. and its so evident

- thet we've besn teaking & rooking for some time, especielly begeteble rstion, we now

get 21-3 times what we've beén getting =211 along. Perheps some of these ribs will
take on & covering after while. Only opme szir raid zlerm this ronth - the Lth. Wonder
if August will have any good news for us - MAYBE!

August 1. The questioner Interpreter seid today thet Senstor Truman wes up for
Vice-President, he also told Boyinrton, during the sere session thet he héiped,win
or losez, that the war would soon be over. Mhnother of nis statements, ®The Red
Cross Boxes are still in Vledisvostock®, I doubt thet this camp is destined to get
any more — its beginning to look very much that wsy. Lt. Wm. Harris, OSMC, was
informed by the &bove Interpreter that Field Hartjs, Bill's father, wes no im D.C.
as Director of Marine Corps Avietion. Bill was of course very delighted with this
bit of information. Bixk i1& 26, his fether a2lmost 49, and is probebly = Bejor
General for this present job. ﬁé have elso been informed that Genersl Hcﬂair wes
killed during the sllied landing in France last Jwhe.

-Augusr 3. Thought something was wrong and that an excuse would be found to keep

from giving us our proper ration. Todzy, it was because Sanku had been previously
*bitching® about the chow. Anywey todsy part of owr ration was given to the other
two berracks — I feel sure this ip just a preliminary wntil some other excuse can
be found to cut down the ration, for feel sure they think it was a mistake to let
us kmow how much we were to get ~ that is actuslly see it weighed out. These people
also seem to have & ®peve™ on, wonder if they have been hit some place ~ Wefll kmow
in time.

August 5.+ The food truck arrived yesterdaj, brown bagging started soon afterwards.
Todsy the cook told G.H.W. that beceuse of certain looses, due to spoilzpge, return of
borrowed food, rats, etc., that he would have to cut down on the food, i.e., mo 520
gms. vegetsble day. Rsts! BSuppose we're that blind end can't see every Topy; Dick,
end Harry teking food out of this place ~ seems to be standsrd practice — and there's
eppearantly nothing we can do sbout it — now anyway. An eir reid lest evening; to-
dey, these people seem e little distressed about it.

August 7. Revellle to the tune of an eir reid zlarm sbout 0515,

August €.  Virginia's birthdey. The?brown Bzgging has been going in in earnest of
lete, yesterday all of owr spgar left; of the 70 some odd pounds we're allowed Jwonth,
we received exesctly one tes cup fR1] this time for 211 handsz, not individuzlly.
Today,ebout 2003 potetoes and onions left plus ebout 150-200 1bs. rice. Someone must
be opening upa store and rezlly getting set up in business, or else perhaps the end

is quite close, and ®hay is being made while the sun shines®.

August 10.  Sirens at 0800 and 1200 ¥Red%, probebly drills, es I noticed a guard
set his watch by the 1200 blasts.

August 12. One more prisoner arrived last night, #5. (Later- eir observer, 380th
Bomb Group from Australia shot down in B-2/ over Cermm on July §). Today the Inter-
preter told Boyington thet we'd be home by Christmas - sopnds ever so good tous, and
how we hope its true. Wire told so many diverse things, both good end bad, that
it&s hard to know just what we cen believe eround herej amywey it adds to that thought
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August 22. Ope bag of spuds, 1 of onlons and one of punpkin, brown beggred to-
night; the QKs were, on Sundsy, interested in so much weipht being lost by all
of us. At least they seemed to displey an interest, the sincerity of which would
be Interest®ing to know. Understand Tojo is out; and a big conference geing on in
‘Washington, D.C. now; a1l Allied powers represented.

August 28. PFugenle's birthdey. The new premier of Japan is another Army General.
The name 1s bomething like Keosia; wonder if his policy is along the lines of

Tojjo's, if so why the change?

Sept. 1. Last month was the first one spent as prisoner during which I was not
czlled in for questioning, in faet, the last time was two months ago todsy. Whet hes
heppened? The rice barley ration was todsy doubled! Probebly will nbb stey this
way, but it was fine while it lested. :

Sept. 4. Lebor Day, means nothing here of course - however, B charge of Pur-
ineting back of Building #4® was trucped up ageinst us &s of lest night. Upon trying
to get the #1 or B2 to stop in on the deal ®wes told thet we 1ied, in the meen time
81l of Building #3 lined up &nd given three licks with & club by #3 and #i. Lster
the guards ezid the incidenmt occured =z weck ago, they nsmed two people &s being
guilty, however, they were not gullpy 1in the least. Also, guards heve urinate? s11
around the bullding, thet seems o.k. in their light but we're dogs wnder their feet,
nos. @, Gachyo was seen coming from behind bullding #, buttoming his fly, but

this did not carry eny weight. . ' o
Sept. 5. G.E. Brown seliping in & vacant room this p.m., given gix licks with a
club. Brown in the wiong no one doubts, but for Murats 3/c to cell in two of his
gueste (CIV Boys), to witness this is carrying the humilistion end a little far.

Now heve quite a list #B% to present to Cdr. Sanimaki when he next errives. Food
agein back to practiezlly norman, the rice bowl, since the 2nd has been just full
slightly rounded on top. Didn't think the increase would last, however, better then
the 7/8 bowl or even less for most of the time.

Sew in todeys paper, the drives in France, st the rete things are now gling
the Europesn theatre should soon be sll buttoned up.

Sept. 9. This evening Herris end Bullard were, just before supper, conversing in
Bullard's room on the subject of the war end the Europeasn situstion in general.
Bill had found & paper about & week old and hed tried to bresk down some headlirnes,
The Kengachyo obserbed this and wes very irste. The paper, & copy of the hezdline,
was taken to the #1, who came back to find out to whom it belonged, Sherry had
drawn & rough sketch of the map of the 5th on the side, this seemed to pass off el-
right but after supper Harris and Boullard were lined up in fromt of everyone snd
severly besten. Harris' beating was the most sev re I've seen since My Pensny days.
Harris had a lapse of memory for abou three{3) desys. Remember when I errived in
Ofunz, I was two days out in ny dete end hed & most difficult time trying to recall
ell that happened in Penang. ' o

Sept. 10. Cdr. Sanarki snd the interpreter were out today. I was sble to get into
gee them this p.m. for en interview conceriing the carp trestment toward the POWs.

1] wes favorably received and I have hopes that we'll see its effects in a favor-
eble light for us; they assured me that such would te the case. They also said thet
they'd come here more frequently for = check up on conditions. Expressed my thenks
and our combined appreciation znd left in about % hour. Upon returning to Iy room,

& couple of the puards, one of them, thé worst here, came in; having overheard the
Gunrabto end Tichyo (who called in jebt &s soon as I left), takling end in ell
probebility hesrd his narme nentioned, Blurata" being it. Fire and daggers were leaping
fror his eyes. .
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"Nanda speak Gunrebo?® I allowed him to go on for & couple minutes znd then told him .
perhaps the Gunrabo would tell him the subject of our conversztion and would he

care to go with me to see them. He did, so ewsy we went. The Tichyo wus still in

the roou, but the Interpreter and Cdr. see us go by. Murata told the #2 whet was up¥

the #2 dismissed hirm and he ssked me to. the offic/ where he and ther #1 inquired os to

the trouble, I explained &s best es my conmend of the langusge would permit. The
substence of the reply was to tell the gusrd, that #I didn't lmow, or didn't under-
stend, and thet it wasn't necessary for the guards to know from me whet I told the’
Gunrsbo®. Later, the same guard and his psls camé back still grumbling end

threating & beating. I didn't &t the time, tzke much stock in his statement and

peld no asttention to hin or them. Needless to s&y &ll heands were on edge and every-
ones nefves were as tauzht as e bess figle.

Sept. 11. 1Last night, about 2 &m, 211 the guerds were celled to gquarters, two
strange Gochyos were here znd resd something to them, sdso, much was said about
the wer and America, but no one could get any more out of it. Think s lecture was *
delivered to as one of the visiting Gochyos was unable to find the gusrd onm duty

for: 8gite some timm, Would like to know what it was 211 sboutjy A11 had their

own individusl ideas on what it would signify. Todszy the guards have been very

sullen end herdly spesking or returning = salute or greeting. The Kangachyo

inspected £11 rooms in Sanku thls a.m. taking 811 written metter, meps, =znd disries;
razor blades, scissors and pencils, (todey is the 16th and I'm cetching upon the

. diery.) Be left me & stub of pencil sbout } inch long which I now use with & plec3

of bamboo. All this search further frustrated our merves. My diary came back on

the 13th appearently it eas o.k. and nothing incrimination ir it. My scissors,

pencils, V.F.W. card, identificstion care, shell vack card-no longitude indicated,
&nd drivers licenses have not come back, however, I am intending asking for theg,
the latter items especielly in the near future. At this writing, being Saturday)
16 Sept., treatment has this week been very satisfactory, the tension hze relaxed
and the guards are, on the whole, on more amisble terms. We 211 hope things

stay thusly improved and natmurally hope we get home this yeazr. T think there's =
50-50 chance of it, depends on this country =after (Germany). :

Sept. 12,13,14. Extensive bleckout 12th, end drills other two days, plus siren
night of 14th, probsbly all drilis,

Sept. 17. This a.m. while returning frow washing the fece, etc., Quinn spoke to
¥—ona of Bks. #1, pegsed thaz time of degy with & ¥good morning®. The Eangachyo
saw it, rushed out of his office znd knocked Quinn flat. I thought this deal out,
garticularlly in view of the fect thet the Tichyo had Herris in lest night and told
him there would be no nmore beatings etc. around here.

Sept. 19. The Interperter (Sesaki), here todsy, meking preliuinary arrangement
for a draft of 20 men, they will in a1 probability lezve the lest of this month.
Stalin has given the release on owr R.C. bozes and should get them socn. Very little
on war news. Gudgeon m1551n Eisenhiower soon to be CinC of Pecific Ares. They
expect & mojor naval engcgemsnt off Mindinao very soon. Recent conference in
Quebec, F.R.R. and Chruchill, U.S. to tzke Pacific Englend, Indisn Ocens, Burma -
end Malay Ares, Australia N.E.I. end Chins thelr own Sphere, &n all out campeign
egeinst Japen to stert very soon’ Received new prisoner last night, Smith, B-R4
from Saipen. Was & navigator burnsd on hand and leg but will he o.k. Interpre-
tor stated that rest could have bailed out, but preferred to go down in plane in
prefersnce ot being eaptured by Japanese, because of U.S. propsnganda re: Japenls
treatment of prisoners.
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Sept. 21. Received snother new prisoner, {Bennett), last night. B8eems to be in
good ghape, now 57 in canmp, but believe they're expecting some B-29 personnel sonn.

Sept. 23. Questioned this p.m. on No. 8/ bn squad; how meny in frememtle 18
months ago. Locetion of sgueds st oubbreak of war, snd when one would send radio
dispatch from S/i, end under what circumstances. Spent some tims on corresponding
retes in U,S. service and Japenese gervice. Am quite sure I will not be on the

coming dreft, such was the geatle hint dropped by Lt..Cdr. Baseki (Interpreter).
He seid thet my anse was on the list end recommended by both hir and Cdr. Senemaki,
but he thought it wouldn't ket by. Told him thot I thought the wag would be over in .
e couple mohths, or if not thén, not over 6~8 more. There was no cmment, anywsy
~ that I'd been here so long now thet & few pore mobths wouldn't make much d fference

- enyway. There seems to be gn indication that twenty-four ere to be transferred.

Sept. 30. A Draft of 27 left todey; Capte., Simmons and Greene, Briticsh Merchant
Msrine, Shippers and Radio operetor Wealker, also, British; 1St. Lt. Hasty, UBA Lt.
Benge, N. Zeland, Duve, Shaver, Butéﬁer, Fhitemore, Sherry, Toulon, McIntyre,
VanWormer, Bransfield, Lamperier, Jones, Condit, KcFerren, Dalipnt, Sprztaforsz,
Cexmon, Smith, J.T.; Melman, Huykindell, Zufelt, Tinker. Thirty now remain in camp.
Fhiting, Enutson and I only remaining ones of Grenadier here now, 17, 15, 17
months respectively in Ofune. As a parting present, I izegine, ths rice was
doubled for breskfast, slso a good soup. (Since our big increese of the first seven
meals this month the rice went down averaging perhaps 3/4 rice bowl full.)

In general, since my tazlk with the Cdr. on 10th, couditions here heve
smemed me. The treatment has vastly improved and frankly under the conditions,
can expect no more from the guards in this respect. I hope it lasts. This state-
ment, however, applies only to the gunrds, if we were registered, had letters end could
write, these things would of course be much more appreocisted than can be imagined
by enyone except those who have been deprived of them.

Oct.. 1. Food still up, and going strong. "Questiopair todey on rations &t varicus
bsses &t fron, clothing &llowsnees, gifts, mail and time of traensit, radios, cen-
shorship, pay ellowances, allotments, etc." Eig room chenge today .

Oct. 2. 211 of Bks. #1 except two mew prisoners moved to #2 end #3. Very strange
why those moved from #1 divided into 2 groups and cannot talk to =ach other, neither
can we older POWs talk to either of these other two groups, the strangeness Feing

in the fect that the two 29w groups who have been as & wnit for about three (3)
months, end conversing, are mot now permitted to do so. This situsetion will probably
clear up in the nesr future, Now have South Senku, North Senku and Niku on this

gide of the fence (This fence was just completed last week end divides the com-
pound in two sections.) Also, EKU 1s being prkvided with its owm wash gtand, end 1s
being pertitioned off to limit the "no spesk" situation, maybe there's another mctive
behind it £11 besides the B-29 crews €oming in soon. I understand six (6) of the

18 captured recently doing tlind bombing in Menchuris are due here; hzving been
ceptured by the ermn end shout to be executed wntil the Navy, after a week negotie-
tion, stepped in and took them over to prevent these executicns. One is & West Point
Colonel, age 31, nemed Carmichael. '



(4

Oct. 3. Another questionesire todsy§s BRecrectionzl facilities st various overseas
gtetions end beses; U.S.0. Unlts, etc. Lesce mnd liberty, how ofter granted and
in whet units of lenghh. What we did on lezve for recreztlon, were verious women's
units ebout, such es WAVES, SFARS, WACS, WRENS, ete., also nurses. Waght did we ,
think of these fgecllities and means of recreztion. Was uasked personzlly by one of
the Gunrebo whether or not govt. supervised snd regulsted sex houses were provided
for men at the front. ¥I'v: never heard of any such thiag". Not much war news.
The U.S. public thinks the war can be over in iwo (2) months, F.D.R. has warned

us sbout over optimism. P®If & tripple threst man can execute & successful

forward pess for the Allies there's a possibility of our being homely Xmezs.%end of
guote. Also, suggested to nie, that if 8 strong nation could megotiate between
Jepan end U.S. terms might be srrived et znd clesrify the ¥Unconrditional" surrender
prospect, doesn't seem to be one now, end Russis ies & doubtful ome for this job.

Oct. 5. Received another prisoner last might, (Ens. Howe), some more of the
questioneires todaeys - Detschments, when relieved, data of arrival et war froat,
domposition and number of personnel. Our ideas and impressions of Japenese Military
strength, ebility, how were they as fighters. Reasons for bombings, etc. :
Impressions of battle erea ®Topogrephy®™. Heme address. Means of transportation

to arrive st front, with stopovers. Previous impressions (prior to capture) of

POW was it considered disgraceful or something to be ashamed of? Impressions, end
treatment réceived affer becoming POW whet did we think of Japesnese ®die before
surrender® and fight to the death idea? ' ¥
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Oect. 6. ) Received four (4) priscners, appear to be U:S.4.C. from north someplace,
judging by the clothes they had on. (Lts. Wm. 4. Dixon, Albert D. Scott, Flt.
- Officer Wm. Galio end Sgt. Reyneud P. Isrussi, B-25 Permichero).

Oct. 8. Received six prisoners lest night, the expected B-29 boys. Carmichael
according to the Gunrasbo is i1l end didn'errive. (He did &rrived. They are so se-
gregated, like PSuperman® that no one cen get 2 look at them. Yesterdsy ILt. Cdr.
Sesekl sald thet the U.8. announced 18000 cesualties end 72 ships lost including
lendihg craft at Pelsu; Japsnese cleimed 30,000 U.S. cesuslites and 80008 Japanese
cesuzlties, but were probably highter, ststed glghtlng still going on, having -
started Sept. 22. It appears thet the U.S. may estterpt = lending on the Chins
coast, or perhaeps Japan proper, the Lt/ Cdr. stated. I hawe the R.A. todsy &8 the
end of this confliet still sesms so fer ewsy. Finished up the questionsire
yesterday. Perteined to our thoughls end beliefs on .Jupznese gend U.S. Wer= eins,
post wer alms, post war asctions and polocies of the Victor Natioms, Our kmowledge .
of Buropeen end FPacific war developments, relafive strenght in man power, resourses,
mechanized equipment ete. of Alljes and Axis Forces. Estimatg of wars durstion.
Age and birthdey, parents;married, single, divorced, sisters, and bpothers,
children, sweethearts, hobbies, interests, likes and dislikes, tastes cultursl and
enviorment. What our intention was gfter release from the armed forces, educstiom,
extent of; whet did we do prior to JblnlnL militsry forces, lmpression of Jepanese
hone front morale. Our gremtest desire, heppiest moment, greztest moment or thing
for enxiety and grestest sorrow? What we would like to see B8 & post war worldd
an what we thought would ectuslly happen snd what our omm country would probgbly
do, mlong these lines.

Oct. 9. This afternoon brought snother prisoner, #42 on our new iist.

Oct. 14. Since 11th the extra rice Phoneymoon® has been over, in fect since shout
the 5th it has been going down, now is atout 3/4 bowl sverage, vegetables up and
down. #1 sheck, new people who aren't mcclimated to the diet is the refuted excuse
but it is supposed to go up tomorrow. Built e new parth of stones betwe mn S.EKD
and S5.8A8NKU todey, & very nice pay off, thid A.M. 3 bolled p-tetoes spiece and this
P.M. 4 ®wach, very much made up for todsys reduction in rice, as well as much
appreciated iy all hsands.



These potatoes by the way everage shout one inch in diameter. Very strenge too
for I've seen people work 3-4 days in a row sawing and splitting wood here and
get no more than onc cigerette during the doy. Understend, Via the cook, that =2
100 plene reid hit Formosa very recently, we lost 110 pienes and some carriers
they tell us., Will find out later no doublt. {Appreciate one of these spuds
more than { ever did & cendy bar.)

Oct. 16. Questioned yesterdsy on tiwe intervals: Koel leying Lauching, buldders
and preliminery trials, commnissioning, fitting out, final trisls, etc. The rise
situatuon is even worse now, 'a bare fraction over % bo¥l, in fact the same as last
April, the potetoes hedned out for working perties somewhat help, but 3it's even
more Tugged for those whe cen't work, or are not zllowed to do amything, this is

in perticuler applicable to the new POWs. Something big, 1s, I believe, going on
eround Formose and the P.I. todsy. #1 Gochyo said U.S. lest 600 planes and 47
cerriers yesterdey, but wouldn't tell me where. This evening mll the guards most :
interested in the radio brozdcest, and from their acticns one would gather thei the
news wes favorable to the Japansse.

Oct. 17. The interpreter szbout todey, seid thet the Japsnese ghd intercepted our F¥i
forwerd pess end that our nevy wes trying to get eway, (carrier asnd crudser action
eround P.I. end Formose). He said thet it seemed as though omm Admirel had made & =

‘migteke snd thet the U.S. wes suffering es & result. I heve plenty of confidence .

in Admirsls directing our actions, and while it makes me uneasy, I heve no doub¥t

gbout the eventusl outcome whenever it may be.

Oct: 22. MNade prisoner718 months ago today. The trestrent received frem the
Begiming to now %ﬁl Imost, viviqs Some has been most discgreesble, while st times
§t5 68 & ﬁﬁmlg expect, but thet still does not wipe away those memories

- of brutel treatment. Reeeived 4 prisoners on the 20th. Two frem the
"fesp®, I believe, Lt. Davidson, and Lt. {jg.) Zimmer. don't know sbout the

other twolkes Harris was not comsulted by the Gochyo. 2immer is Air Gp. 22, don't -
know whether this was ®WASP" or not. Now heve ondy two groups of "no spesk™ on this
side of the fence. A1l formerly in three(3) groups now in one (Sanku) while seven
- From EKU have moved into NEKU, Smith, Bemnett, Hgowe, and the 4 B-25 men. EKU is

most exclusive, rooms locked, windows covered with paper and prisoners blind folded
when ever they lenve their proom. A guard serves their food. At the rate Neltu and
Sanku are filliing up there will bave to be & move in the near future or put two men

to & room, there are 13 rooms left this side but 6 are used for various storerooms.ete.

Oct. 26. Joena Mulguseney8s birthdsy, the 8th I believe. Yesterday & gusrd ssid -
that much fighting wes going on around the P.I. Trensports were involved. Todey
another guard seid thet U.B. Mzrines had landed but that they were short of food;
also & large sea bettle with &1l types of ships involved, was ghing on off the P.I.
U.S5. losses were 700 planes end 24 capriers, Jepan losses 300 plenes. This maybe
part of the big show down. An Allied 'Vietory should, I would think, give them full
control of gll sez areszs south of the P.I. and Formosa, esnd go & long way towerd
ending the Pacific War.

Oct. 28. Memine's birthdzsy. Todey Japanese ship 1s supoosed to leave for a place

60 miles north 66 Vladivostock for 1500 tons of Red Cross boxes, which we should
receive sbout Chrigtmas. We're sll in hopes of getting some clothing along with some .
food., MAnything in either respect certasinly will be most apprecisted. We'lre getting

& new prisoners tonight, the totsl will be 5/4. With the Ié¥k#i*isolation progran
recently inasucerated here there may be another draft soon, perhaps Lt. €. SaSaki was
not Eldding when he asked me, on the 26th 1f I'd like to work in the galley.

Nov. 1. Todey completes 18 months for‘Geo, Whiting a:.d myself in this cemp, think
end of course hope, thet &t leest 75% of our captivity here in Japan is over. #&n
Adir raid dlerd of egbout 1-% hours was on this p.m. (Also, the sirens took off during



Nov. 5. Nine 8/ survivors errived in carp evening of the 3rd,the C.0. Cdr.
O0'Kane, 1s enong thew. The #1 hed a list in the office today whaich he casuzlly
let me sec. A Lt., one (jg.), OSH, RTlc, Molli2e, TM2c; and I believe & Mokilic.
Twenty three guards errived with them.

Nov. 6. A bad dsy! es & result of several petty incidents 8 (eipght) of us were
lined up ia front of the formation and beesten with clubs - the Tichyo being present.
McConnel] for not jumping to the whinm of Nishl & few d=ys mgo regarding roving &
benechi; Kaufrmen for complaining to the Goehpo about Nishi melting the sweb pushers

go up and doen the deck so meny times without z relief; Bullsrd and long for saying
to those walking the dsy before that Nishi was in e vacant room, playing "Delective
Dick®, Harrls on general principals, probably for tazlking to the north end of the
berracks, when we'd been told it was legal; Brown for & small run-in with MNighi
the day before. Gelvin for talking similisr to Harris! incident and myself
probably for trying to get people out of trouble and sometimes disagreeing with the
guerd - mainly, Nishi, put r¥ command of this languupgs is so poor that unless they
wish to understand it's futile, alsc, being #1 or senior prisoner, ¥Kantoko®,

it is their policy to punish the senior one as an exsrmple to all others. The Fhm

- wag doing as much beating as anyone of the others, we averaged 15-18 licks with
either & 2% x 2}' or 2 round club sbout 2" x 2%,

Nov. 10. Found out todey from Lt. Cdr. Sadeki that F.D.R. received 261 more
electoral votes than Dewey. The 8 of us ere still somewhat sore and stiIY from the
incident of the 6th. In passing here I mention thet Harris end McComnell passed out
end Leng is still mervously upset. ©8uch is our life from time to time, intimi-
detion is no name for it! I only prgy that the wer will soon be over and we cun
get back home safely. ,

Nov. 11. Questioned re: some definitions or rather ebbreviations, 90% of which I'd
never seen before. The guards and Gochyos have started do dig & cave = Air r&id
shelter scross the street.

Nov. 19. Lt. Sasaki said todsy that the Red ®ross ship which lefit Japan QOct. 28
haed today mrrived in Kobe, Also, variocus items re: the world znd war which didn't
mena much, sald Russia talked favorably to the Aliies one day and likewise to Japan
the next. The main key to the war out here sesms to be the P.I. deal and of course
what Russis will do when Germany is out. He seid thet Hitler wes now very sick end
that Himmler wes at the helm.,

Nov. 22. About 3 (three) momths &go I wrote & hunch date as Nov. 22, have heard
of it being dome bzfore, anyway 100 -~ J pecksges carons of U.S5.A. Red Cross boxes
arrived tonight. Again &]]1 men wuch excited, Joviel end heppier, & gusrd told me.
abdut it last night but I could hardly?believe it.

Nov. 23. HReceived one package of Red Cpross food todsy. How it ipproves the dibt
of palalibility after this food. One reslly looks at this little world of ours, mow
with the partition fence. something like 1/3 acres through those Yrose colored
glasses®. How happy we are to get the boxes, omr spirits change &s dawn changes
night to day. Contents as fdllows: 2-12 oz cans spsn, prem,pears, or Nor,

1-12 oz cun corn beef, 1-8 oz can selmon, 1-6 oz Rose Mill s&te, 3 or 4 3// ox
cens butter, 1-0 oz can jem, 2-/ oz bars ration ®D" choeolste, 5 to 7 packuges
c¢igs, cemel or chesterfleld. 2 pks Wrigley's double mint gur, 1-2 or 4 oz can pwd.
coffee, 1 1b. pwd milk, % 1b. cheess, £ 1b. sugsr, 15 ox roisins, or 16 oz. prunes,
end 2 bars ®Geyla® soap. The ususl concoctious of deserts, etc., plus ways of
nixing up the food is going on, *how do you meke so end such®? Well how much of
chocolate, sugar, jem ete., to do it, end of couwrse the exchenge market amonp us,
some liking one thinpg mors then asnother and en exchenge being msdé so that both
partles mBre most msatisfied =or gso thev think. v next humeh dasts is Merch 3, 1945.
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Nov.30. Thanksgiving dsy spent very pleasantly umder the cirummstances hers, the
Red Cross boxes were of cowrse rother hesvily hit. Yesterday we heard & very impor-
tznt rumor. This was that Germeny had quit Dec. 3. All hends innoculsted today,
except those with colds. The ingredients and purpese the same as the one received
for June 20. .

Dec. 4. Our first freezz, last night, of the fall.
Dec. 8. On the 6th we were confined to our rooms in the p.m. during an sir rzid eleru.

Dec.7-8th Felt 3 to 4 good ezrthguzkes shocks, the first one splashed = guantity of
water out of the pool. An Air reid 2lerm last night, allowing us to furn in about

1215 instead of 1900. Held & conference with Capt. yesterssy ret Red Cross boxzes,
our next issue will be & box on the 2Zth and perhaps one per month there after. I

“hope to get.that reduced to one very threc {(3) weeks. The plen is of course conver-
sation. He approved off our Christmes Dsy Service plus some games in the P.WM. Three
new prisoners arrived this p.m. I can well imegine that the three Red Cross boxes

they received were a welcome sight -~ I lmow bow I would feel under the same conditions.
Well today begins the Zth year of the Pacific War ~ wonder how much longer the blarstec
thing is golng to last? Not long we, of course, hope.

Dec. 13. First snow storm of this yeer, ebout % inch.

Dec/ 23. Received enother small Red Cross Box. Three new prieeners tonight.
(S/K English Malecea streit). ST

Dec. 25. Christmes, held & 20 minute service this e.m. conducted by Aldwell,lesson
rad by 8ten Mannjerre. Games in the p.m. with boiled sweet potetoss &s prises, plus
£ll hands receiving & couple nice potetoes in addition, the Gumrgbo were in attendance-
all hands had & nice time, and of course hope to be among our home friends mext

tirme &t Christmes.

Dec. 26. Three B-29 men left this &.;. unblind folded, the other three left this
p.n. blindfolded end handcuffed - must not be goinmg to same plsce.

Dec. 27. Two new POW tonight. Since Dec. 16th, have changed to 1800 inspection
end turning in tine.

Dec. 30. A #2 Tichyo has reported for duty, seems to be en mgreeable person.

Jan 1 end 2nd, end $th much celebreted by the Jepenese here, lots of food for them
plus cske.

&
Jen 6. Started out & fine dsy but énded in snow. Boyle, Hyrskenish en? Harris

. 8lugged for pinching & few semll neils. (The nails were needed to fix their shoies,
end as the Nips wouldn't glve them any they stole them from & carpenter doing some
repair work.) Bullerd in the soup @gein, this time about & coller he hed mede for
his flying suit end hed used their thresd, said coller yenked off and a ®it of hell
raised ebout it, Nishi officietion a&s per usuzl. (Thet little BiHEsEEE.caused more
trouble than the other guards put together.)

Jan. 8. Received o new P.0.W., total #66,

Jan. 9. MBgther's bdrthday, here'e wishing you & heppy one end many more, each
better to come.

Jen. 11. One more POW arrived this P.M.
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Jen. 13, 1945

The list of transfer care out todsy. Whiting end I mede it slong with
twenty~five others. We ere to leave Yonday morning for Omeri, she headguarters
camp of the Tokyo erec. Having spent twenty and one-hazlf months in this eanp,
of seclusion, humilietion and intimidetion it'!'s about time we left, &nd we held
the record for duration of stay here, excﬂédlng the previous record for time by
Tive weeks.

Jan., 1

The draft left sbout 0600. Wy departure command was the same (almost) &3
given by the regimentel cormander at the Keval Acagemy at breakfmst formstion or
greduation day FBqusds Fast and West to hell with them 2ll, lets get out here™.

It wes & great relief to get out side of that gate and gzet ewsy frowm Ofuns. .
Arrived et Mgmori ebout 1100, sesrched, questioned and lectured tov for abecut &n
hour. We were assigned to various barracks within the compound. Wes plzced in

& bunkroom with Ensign A.L., Merd end Lieutenant C. Clark, across the pessage wes
Lieutenant~Commander Dpve Hurt, Lieutensnt-Commander W.C. Blinn, end Lt. Commander
Fort Calshan who hed been taken prisoner in Corrigedor. It ®zs gocd to see the old
friends again and to feel that you could takk whenever you wented to or have &

smoke whenever you wanted it - provided you hed the tobaceo. It was very scerse,
but the allowance wzs 2% cigerettes per dey, however, this was supplimented by the
fect thet the men working in the warehouses in Tokyo would smuggle leaf tobscco
into camp for which they could get ten teilor-mede eigerettes per hand, & hand being
about fonr or five leaves of tobacco. We would remove the stems from the leaves,
dampen them & little then roll sbout e dozen leaves into & lerge ciger, wrap it

with cloth, then wind small cord ehout it very tightly and hide awey for about five-
days to dry. The tobacco would then be gliced for either pipe or cigerette. This
wasn't a bad smbke in spite of the fact it was & little on the strong side.

The food was en improvement over Ofunz, being sbout 75% barley end 25% rice,
the Btews were an improvement slso as more vegetebles were obteined, approaching
the actuel' quantity as prescribed for us. Once 2 week or so the remcins from the
slaughter houses would zrrive, bones and intestines, these would be cleaned and -
boiled, then zdded to the soup-stew, at least & flevor was obtained end the idea of
protelns was present.

Work consisted of mdministration for about sixteen officers, snd some of the
enlisted men. The balence of the officers had gardening work or leather shop dubies,
the men worked in various warshousss, ship yards or railroad yerds in the Tokyo aree.

¥as told by the other POW's when we errived, thet we hed come et just the
right time for "The Bird"™ had just lef% two weeks sgo. Who or what wes the "The Bird"?
Sergeant Wetesnobe, alies, "The Animel®, who celled himself en officer &isciplinerian,
and was one of the most sedistic Japs enyone hed ever seen. Those in Omori seid
that had ®The Bird" been present we™d all havs been lined up et sttention for the
dey end been knocked down at lesst two po three times before bsing released. Thet
being Watanables method of indoetrinstion into his method of discipline for officers
in pafticuler snd enlisted men in genersl.
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Omori wes located on & bullt-up islznd in Tokyo Bey and somewhet colder
then Ofune. The four thin blankets proviéded were little protection ageinst the
cold which usually was sbout fifteen below freezing during the nights. Of course,
with proper clothing snd food to produce sufficient calories that tempterature
wouldn't have been &t all bad.

It wes an inspiring sight to watch the B¥20s flying over the Tokyo area,
and to hear the erunch of the bombs as they landed on the various objectives. One
of the biggest shows was the morning of Feb. 16, 1945. We had just sat down to our
barley &nd soup sbout 0645 when the sirens began to soutd off. Looking at ocne
another there was but one snswer, carrier borne planes, for thet time of day. It
was but & metter of seconds before carrier planes were everywhere; I rushed out
to the fence andiflound & knot hole through which I could see the mumicipel air
port a little over a mile away. What a show that was to see those planes diving on
the airport, release their bombs and send the hangers snd plenes up in pieces end
flame. One Jep ceme by sbout thirty feet off the water and a U.S. fighter plane
right on his teil with guns blezing sway. Unfortumstely due to my limited arc of
vieion I couldn't see the outcome, however, there is but little doubt as to the
results. We were thusly entertsined for two .deys.

Toward the end of Februsry ebout forty-five officers were transferred from
Omori to various other camps. It was my lot slong with fourteen other officers
to get cemp 4¥B et Keostsu, Japen, &nd nose other than ®The Bird" wes there &s
senior sergeent. It doesn’t teke much imaginstion to understend how we felt sbout
the new location fop us, certzinly not & rosy picture.

We loaded our gear, such as it was, into = truck sbout 2000 Mar.l, 1945,
and were teken to the North Reilwsy Station in Tokyo, where we boarded the train for
Neeotsu (where I wus to be senior POW. I hed visions of & bad time with *The Bird®.)

‘Needless to say, it was & cold ride over the mounteins. Arrived in Naoetsu about

0900 March 2, 1945, efter a half hour or so weit we sterted & short hike of about
2 mile and & quarter to the camp. Snow wes two meters deep on the level, but in
the streets it was piled up to the level of the first story of the shops slong
the way. Being on apair of improvised crutches which were necesdary bevause of .
& badly infected foot, it we: slow going, one erutch or the other simking ihte
the snow every few Bteps. . -

The barracks consisted of & lerge warehouse divided into numerocus bunk rooms
on two floors. The bunk speces were designed to accomodste ten men in a crowded
feshion. TFive thin blankets and some rice straw constituted your bunk., The G.I. .
overcoet we recelved the dey previous to our departure from Omori came in very useful
es an extra cover. The camp was composed of 231 Australians from Singepore, three
of them officers, sbout thirty Dutchmen, &nd &s many Englishmen, practically all
of who were tazken prisoner esrly in 19/2.

J

In genersl conditions were relatively quiset until the middle of Merch in
spite of the fact thet we were on helf retions, barley and seaweed or bracken
known as sticks. About 15 Merch all the officers were cslled bb the Jap office
end ordered to work in the fectory, the camp commander imsuing the orders snd in
writing. I, being senior POW} went back &nd said that we would not do manusl lsbor
in the feftories or anyplece else. Administration work as pertuined to POW's wes
different, but not manusl lebor. The next morning shout fifteen officers went to
the factories to look over the edministrative work - such didn't exist so returned
to camp. The Jeps didn't like this at &1l and things started off. Wetenshbe went
on & rampage which was to continue from time to time until his transfer about the
middle of July.
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In April, gerdening began with full retion, such es it =mounted to, mccom~

penying the deteil. The main garden was nine kilometers fromcamp, which distencs

was covered on foot twice daily. My the first of My, 1 wes able to put e shoe

on the left foot so was added to the gerdening detail., Early in June Watansbe
became very much more over-irrate? then uwmunl end ordered the offivers out to the
barge detail unloading coel ships. Rather than have broken jews, lacerations or
teeth knocked out, discretion dicteted shoveling cozl. Thie deteil lasted sbout &
weBk. The "Camp Comedian® thought it & big joke to wstch the officers leaving
with the reguler barge party. Gardening was resumed and I was pleced beck in the

-office in an administrative capacity. The work load wes quite heavy for five men

to handle. Perticularly in view of the fauct that about the middle of Mey, 400 POW's
from Osake arrived, bringing our totel to 698. About the first of August, the

two shift day was changed to a three shift dsy. The wsy the Japs changed over :
for this really messed the detail. They wanted to change asbout 10% daily end grad-
ually shift over. They couldn't see our adviee of shortening one shift, length-
ening another, and so shift in one twenty-four hour period, or give e dey holiday
to &ll hands st once and start from scratch; as it was, everyone received g holidsy
twice a month. This imposed & terrific work load. The labor officer broke down,’
then his assistant, thus leaving three to do the work. I requested permission

from the Japs to utilize two officers who had been excused from gardening because of i

thelr physical conditions, and made comparison to Omzri where for 613 men, sixteen

- officers were #tilized., This reslly made them mad. I had ®insulted the camp

commsnder end his staff®, results the barge party shoveling codi =znd iron ore and
carrying 1t in a basket strapped to the back. But, frankly, it wes a relief to get
aweyfrom the tension and strzin of the camp particularly since 1'd been in bad edor
since my run-in with them sbout the officer lebor setup beck in March, this detail
tegan on August & end terminated the evening of August 13. Was called to the

steff sergeents office mnd was told that 1 could return to ry office and tontinam
administrative work, or become leading Henche of the "barge party® thet my work wes
highly satisfactory and en imspirstion to the men. This wess & big joke &s fur ms

I was concerned end told him I'd return to the office wihere I belonged. .

The afterno n of Afigust 15 was quite & dsy. The two night shifts which had
fellen reddy to be merched to the factory was dismissed and told to tzke & holdiday
a8 there wes no eldctric power available. They cone back into thé building seying
¥The war must be over!® The power failure sounded strznfe for we still kad lights
and the Jap redio was blesting awey. The day shift returned sbout five P.M. end
some of those who spoke @ little Japenese stated that some of the Nips from whom
they usually obtained relieble informetion seid that the war was over at 1200.
Heving heard a similar rumore in June we looked upon this in doubt, for we didn't
want our hopes to go sosring agein snd heve ther crushed another time.

However, no work the next day 4nd for the cemp the food was fairly good
both in quentity and quality, but on the eighteenth it went beack to worse than that
we had been formerly getting, (thet is barley, sesweed or bracken) so our Boubts
begen to arise as to the situation. On the 20th, the cemp commander returped from
Tokyo and gave us all stalk, the gist of it being thet the war was over but we still
were in the custody of the Nips. ®Casey", the imterpreter, another privete named
Kono, #nd a rat if ever there was one, interpreted the speech ss "The wer is in &
ceaging condition®. I requested th:-t the r:tion be incressed, slso aki®dd for to-
bacco as everyone was mightly low or else out completely. They replied that they
were doing all they could, but grein wes scarce and bhher food-stuffs were prac-
tically non-existent. My reply to this was thet we had meny bags in our storercow
outside the fence, and that there wac rice ond berley in quentity omly 10 kilometers

.awey which POW's had taken out there but & couple weeks or so previous.
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(About thet time thst we were up the grestest part of the night es well ss meny
other nights when fifty-two flights of planes went past our camp.). Well, they
hed to ley in six months supply ~ or now thet the &rmy is no longer in commend,

the priorities of food were different. In other words, I received a brush-off

in the menner sbout three times & dsy. Finslly on the 24th I wrote up the enclesed
despateh to the Swiss Consul.. After sbout an hour'!s ergurent, the camp commander
seid he would send it, but thet it would have to go through headguurters csmp in
Tokyo. The next morning the interpreter, & new one, Cesey having left sbout two
dsys previously, ccme to the barracks and said thet the camp commender woumldn't send
it. I told him to inform the commender that the J.S. Government would be glad to
know ebout thet. I then called together all the officers for & little counference.
The enclosed letter is & copy of the one haded him st 11GC. Just as I left the

Jap office, eix planed from the LEXINGION flew over. One cannot imegine the joy
felt by =ll hands, the faciml expressions were sowething 1'11 always remember.

Some of the men were crying like Infrents.

In no time &t all there was a white lime messege on the groumd - ®FOOD AND
GIGS®. The plenes dropped e message that #They'd be back the next morning with food
and things, el1 their supply hadbeen dripped to other POW camps. About 1300,
the camp commender wanted to see me, he didn't seem to like the letter and wanted
to know why the bluff and why I didn't ask for things like & gentlemen? I told him
that I wesn't bluffing, that I meent every work I said. Thet wes that, but about
1/30, trucks begen moving and supplies started comingin, Jap emergency raticns,
biscuits and canned tengerines. The barley waes secured away and we received rice
plus vegetables, stc. 4About 1700, sir more Lexington plenes.ezrrived amd drapped
twenty-four sea bags full of supplies - we began esting like kings.

I esteablished our own K.P. system granted liberty, etc., in other words,
took over the whole place. Having been under foot and trampled down for so lonmg it
required feedling out to see how fer we could go - it £1]1 worked out nicely. _
August 28th brought us our first of five deliveries from B-29s, food, toiled articles,.
clothing, etc.

After the men were no longer hungry and heving plenty of cigerettes, the job
and problem of controlling them wes made much eesier. Prior to thet time it hed been

very trying.

Captain Stasemn visited & cemp about fifty miles from Neeotsu with certein
instructions. Major Fellows celled me sbout Sppt. 3rd end said that pert of the
Captains's staff would be around to see me the next dey, however, they didn'

show dp so I asked the Jeps how ebout transportstion to Tokyo; they called in the
R.R. officials end said I would khve ten coachies the next day, leaving &t 0530.

472 officers end men left Sept. 5th by trein. Two officers end & petient left by
plane thet evening. I brought the belfnce of the POW's out on Sept. Hth meeting
General Keyson at Yokshomz. Left by C-5.4 the next evening znd errived in the Stetes -
Sept. 12th.

I hope this narrative has not bored you too muchj; have out the last pert
of it short, &s orders sre in for my going to New London vie the Buresu end I wented
to fulfill my promise of the disry before lezving
Most respectfully,

J.A.F.
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STLTEW Y OF COMIUAHDER FITZEERALD

Having been in Los Velon strait for two or three duys without seeing any

terpet I decided on the night of 20 April 1943 to go sbout ten miles to the west

of Los Velon Strait to see if I could find enything out there.At sbout 2030 or 2100
the C.C.0. thought he saw smoke, so continued on my westerly course snd later saw
smoke coming from two merchant men. The moon being full znd visibility excellent

I decided to go across the stern of the two ships, get their course and then get

on the down-moon side, ascertzin their speed, continue on and get into position

aherd of the colunn. Due to visibility conditions, or Jap radar, they found out ;
thet I wes off their port guarter. I had just thet evening checked my &J rader st
10,250 yerds. At the time the merchent men turned their searchlights in my genercl
direction, I hed not yet obtained rader range .on the ships which were probably

8 or 7 miles awsy. Eventurlly the Japs turned to an easterly course and I got

ghead of their column and submerged to await sttazck. Just at early dawm the two

ships changed to & southerly course. At sbout 7 ofclock the ships were out of sight,
.yet their smoke wes still visible on the horizon. Assuming that in sccordsnce with j
known Japznese convoy doctrine at the end of an hour or sn hour end & hulf the

convoy would resume an eesterly cowese, I surfaced on comrse 155 degrees which §
would place me in en ettack position in shbout ope hour end forty-five minutes.
. About 15 minutes before arriving in position to dive znd be in resdiness for

stteck the Iookout cried out ®plane, port querter®. Not wishing to be deceived by
heving it turn out bo be some bird or frlse elerm, I turned zround and identified the
object &5 & plene myself. There-upon, I ordered the ship to submerse. '

At 0B37 the ship was passing 120 feet when the Executive Officer, said,

P#e ought to be safe now, &s we are between 120 end 130 fect."Almost at once two
express collided. T hed previously, et 90 feet, ordered right 15 degree rsdder.
The force of the explosion hseled the boet over 10 or 15 degrees. 11 lights end power
were lost. I condtinued on down towerd the bottou, st the seme time the meneuvering
room was ettempting to eeestablish power. At zbout 20C fest the word wes received,
"fire in Meneuvering room". 8o I set the boat down to the botton &t 267 feet of
water. Irmedlste success was not obteined in extingushing the fire so I ordered the
compartment sealed. After sbout & helf an hour or so leter the compartment was
entered using lungs as respirstors, and C02 fire extingushers. The fire wos in the
hull insulating cork, cebles, stores and cleaning rags; which fire had been caused
by the power cage end the overhead of the meneuvering room coming together cutting
the power cebles ebove the control stand. £1so due to sparks coming from the control .
stand. The meneuvering room induction valve wes go badly warped thzt the flepper
valve had been forcei off its seat permitting ebout a two-inech stresn of wator to
run into the control stand. We were uncble to protect the electrical eguipment from
the water by means of shields due to the cverhernd connections between the hull and
control stend. As & result £l resistances snd cables hecame seturated with salt
water. :

. ?l'

Lfter the fire was extinguished & bucket brigrde was formed between the
meneuvering ro-w to the forwerd torpedo rocn in order to keep the woter level down
below the motors. Bome men lost conseieuvsness from hest prostration end physieal
exertion. Eventuslly e jury rig wes established between the mein battery end &
drain pump wiich then permittesd us to secure the bucket brigede end keep the wzter
level down by mesns of pumping.
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The force of the Emxplosion was centered epperently at etout 30 degrees
frox the verticle in the wicinity of the msneuvering room efter bulkhezd. This
bulkhead hed been forced to the port side end apparently bent the muin shafis. A1l
the frames from the engine room after bulkhead through tc the after torpedo room
were badly bent inwerd, particulerly in the vielnity of the maneuvering room efter
bulkheasd, The strong back in the efter torpedo romm lozding hatch wos bent ebout
10 or 1% degrees from its normen centerline.

The after torpedo room loeding hatch itself was dswzged, allowing & shower
of wster into the torpedo rocm. 9¥# On purfecing and inspecting the afier torpedo
room ledding hateh I discovered that about two-fifths of the gasket 1tself was badly
cut up end the hatch itself wes eliptical in shépe to the eEtent that I could put
my hend in between the sknife edge and hatch cover itself.

A1] the after tubes were knocked out of commission; all hydraulic lines
to the tubes, vents, end steering mechaniesm were ruptured. Meny of the gages in.
the after room were knocked out of position. In the meneuvering room the control
stand cage itself was twisted out of shepe. Deck plate and support fremes were

worped.

In the engine room hydrazulic lines to the main vent vuslves were bobken
loose from the velewes. .Dishes and Vietrolas records in the crer's mWeSs rool wWere
throwo about, bresking & lerge percantage of them. _

In the rauio room the reCﬁlvers were torn from their mmorlngs and thrown
sbout the compartment. The trensmitier wes knocked over resulting in severe demage
to &ll the redio instellietions. The shock of the explosion continued clesr through
the forwurd battery to such en extent that dishes and phonogruph records were bpoken
in e slightly 1easer degree to that of the crew?s mess. § '

The electricisns exerted every effort to protect the electriezl installétion
from the shower of sslt water coming from the hsrd pstch, drying out electrical
gquipnent, and endeavor to regein propulsion.

At sbout 2130 I surfeced end tried to clear the bent of smoke by teking
gsuction through#% the bent using the main engines. The work was continued in the
maneuvering ro m through the night. Finelly, by jury rigs we were zble to furn over
one shaft et very slow spped but due to the condition of the shefting, which is
believed to have been badly bent, it was impossible to get the comtrol lever into
the second stage resistance; approx1mate1y 2750 emps were required to turn the shaft,
the normal smouhb required is ebout 450.7

Finally the engineering offiver und electriciesns reperted to me on the
bridge thet everything possible hed been done to re-esteblish pepulsion and that they
knew of nothing further they could do in order to regein repulsion., This was scitewhere
eround 0400 to 0500 in the morning. I then decided to try &snd made m sail in% order
to bring the submarine closer to the beach where I would disember the crew and blow
the ship up, but this effort wes ebendoned &s it seemed to be futile.

At probably around 0500 I noticed, cowing from the northwest out of Los
Velon Strait, a ship which at that time eppeared to me to be & lerge destroyeer or
light eruieser.
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Bhortly thereafter I noticed smoke from a pstrol or escort vessel to the southeast.
I didn't think it adviesble to mske & gtationery dive in 280 feet of weter without
power, the after loading hatch in its dameged condition, mnd not knowing the true )
trin of the bost due to heving trensferred ec rmuch water and the loss ef oil which <
had lecked out through externsl ruptures in the fuel oll tenks aft. Having srrived

et this decieton I ordered preparetions to be mede for ebazndoning ship, thinking it T
imprudent to engege the approeching ships with mschine guns, (I hed st one time

recelved & report that the 3" gun vas out of commission). While preperstions were

in progrecse for standoning ship we were zgain attacked by &  single-engine aircraft
similiszr to the one of the preceeding dg T held fire until the positibon engle wad

ebout 65 degrees, at which point I opened fire with twe .20 &nd two .30 celiber

mechine guns. The plene, to the best of my knowledge, wes hit three times. Fallowing
these hits it pulled itsnose up sherpl: end chenged course to the left, going sround

my stern and obteined position for & run on the GRENATIER'S port side. Fire was egein
comrenced at similsr positi on angle. The plene drapped. ite aerizl torpedo when dir-
ectly overhead, It landed snd exploded in the water sbout 200 yarde from the ship,
(subseguent information revesled thet the pilot @ied that night &s e resulf of his

wounds end eracking up of his plane wpon lending at Pencny thet morning). All hands

were then lined up at guerters forwerd of the coning tower, leaving one mzn below to

opeh the safety tenk vent valve,

" When the ship from the northwest arrived within & mile and & helf or two
from GRENADIER (this ship turned out to be sbout 1600-ton merchantman) the officers
end crew were ordered over the side and I instructed the msn below to open the vents.

" The GRENADIFR sank immedistely. Sixty-~eight men end eight officers were subsequently

plcked up by the m erchantmaﬂ which had arrived prior to the patrol vessel.

!
¥e hed been on bouru but & short time when the pstfol vessel accompained by
a8 lerge subcheser srrived &longsida znd sbout the same time & twin-engined bomber
flew over the scene. We were tuken to Penang end srrived shere sbout 0700 April 23,
1943. T '

e



