To the families of the crew of U.S.S. 3onefish:

The information relative to the loss of the U.S8.S. 3onefish,
whieh I have been able to obtaim, may be of interest to you
since so many of you have requested the details which I have
learned. It is pieced tovether from letters from Vice Admiral
Chas. A, Lockwood, dJr., Commander Lawrence L. Edge, cantain
of the U.S5.85. Boneflsh Commander Geo. Pierce, en 3taln of the USS
Tunny,  and others who were on the raid in the Japan Sea in June
of 1GL5.

The loss to all of us is indeed more regrettadle and harder
to understand since the war was all sut over when the 3onefish was
reported missing, for the public utterances of Adm. Nimitz say
that the Japs were well defeated some weeks before the atom
bhomb was dvno ed on Aucust . 6. Comdr. Edge wrote in April while
on patrol, "There is bhe feeling among all of us that we have
been luckv enough to survive the war so far; it would de such
a shame not to last for the remalnder and thus live through
the whole thing."

The Japan Sea had been secured (closed) to our sudbs for
the past two years, after the loss of the USS Wahoo there,
because it was decided by the Navy that the risks involved were
too great for the gains received. It was known that during
those two vears the Japs had made their Sea a highly fortified

and more dangerous area. Sudmarine high command had wished

for sometime to send our subs back into that Sea, so a gear to
contribute to the safety of our submarines was uevelooed and
pushed. From the fall of 194/ to May 1945, ten sudos were equipoed
with this gear after their overhausl. Thesg were the Skate,
Tunny, Crevalle, Bowfin, Flying Fish, Tinosa, Sea Dog,

Spadefish, Bonefish and Sea Horse

The Bonefich received ‘her gear in Pearl Heroor in March,
after she had completed her. overneul in -San Francisco. From
Pearl iarbor whe went to Guam, where Adm. Lockwood made a couple
of short practice runs on her to doserve this equioment. In
_April he sent the 3onefish and the Sea deree o clear a path
through Brouzhton Strait, which is 65 miles long, so that the
subs could enter the Japan Sea with relative sa*ex' as far as
mines were concerned. The Sea Horse was go »adly damaged Dy
enemy escort vessels, that she was forced to return to dase and
was unable to.join the Japsn Sea raid. The Jonefish, however,
was able to complete that part of her "special mission” in April
with much glory and the Navy Cross was won for her work, though
none aboard knew of thelr award when they left for their June reid.

I say "tnat part of her soe01el m1e81on" recause after the
3onefish com Jleted the work of Qreparlna the Sure,t, she and the
other subs with this equipment which were then out on patrol,
were radioced to return to port earlier than their orders orlgi-
nally stated. The rest periods rar those of the nine subds that
were on patrol were cut short. of their normal two weeks. Some
had only six days.- "The Boneriﬁh had g short rest perlod (Q days)
because she had tp make the schedule with the rest of us." Comdr.

;ffrgﬂge was mueh 4 agpoinbed that his crew weuld not have: their'

“f{asual and much needed, two weeks rest a of their "most dangeTous.
“and exhausting: pagrey during which ﬁe was cantinualdv cencerned:
for the sar ty”off;he boat and crew.v,‘ &
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‘The nine boats made a few practice runs and started out,

some felt before they were ready. The Bonefish left Guam on May
28. The boats were divided into three groups of three each. The
Bonefish was in the second group headed by the Tunny. The groups
went through the Strait at the rate of one a dsy. The Junny's
groupd eptered therefore, .on the second day, June 13. No sudbs
opened fire on Jap shipping until June 15 when all Doats were in y
their respective areas, different days on the west coast of donshu.’

Soon after the operations had begun the Jzps radioed to thelr -
and planes of our activity in the Sea. Our suds received
essage almost as ouicekly as did the Jass. It was during

ships
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this raid that the Jaoc announced th° %inking of Qix or seven subs.

The second group aeaded DJ the. Tunny held a rendezvous out in
the Janan Sea on June 16, patrolled together on the 17th. On
the 18th, thev met again 50 miles northwest of Noto Pcnlnsula. On
this night, another sud reported tn the "pack commander, Geo. Plerce. -
of the munnf, that she had seen enemy shios entering Toyama Wan.
"The 3onefish went in after them bDecause that was her assigned
patrol area." Another sub was assigned half of this 3ay area for
two days only and was near by until she had fired her last torpedo.
At thls time the. Bonefish was knawn to he "afloat"

"Toyama Wan was no more hazardqus tﬁan any other place except
it was a %ay snd as such had only one direction to go to get oub."
The denth of *hiq nay is 350 fath@ms.

"No one knows 1ust what hanppned to the 3onefish. e thousght
that some infﬂrmation might come from the Japanese after the war v
was over through claims made by their anti-sudmarine vessels. There ..
is one third of a'chance that they struck a mine. There is no way :
to tell just where the Doat might have been sunk."

On June 18, four davs before the 3onefish was assumed missing,
che renorted nav1ng sunk ‘a large carco vessel and a transport.
"She could °4311V have sunk more

The nine subs were scheduled to hold a rendezvous on or adout
the nieht of June 21 to decide their exit through La Perouse Strait,
whether surfaced or submerged. The 3oneflsh did not appear, dut
it seems the foggy weather whfch -existed, made the other suns think
nothing of her absence. The Tunny and the other subs went on out
of the Japan Sea and +h°n,‘qoe1n"’fha continued a)qenop of T
the 3on9fzsh Comdr Pilerce waited there for two days and tried to can—*u;_f
tact her hv rad10.~'1 have heard that the 3onef1qh had radico and ;
radar trousle ald durina the . patrol.. Commander Suomarine Pacific
Fleet, Adm. Lockwood, “sent a message .to” the eight suds as they
went out of La Perouse Stralt, avlng'that disturvances in Japan
Sea indicated that 7he~BonefL3h wasg. stiIl in-the Sea and that he
had tried to send. a message to her % lllng“LGW'tne ofbors had left
the Sea. No oneg went ‘ “for. har or to se 1f she needed
help

A1l nine Sub‘ re,eived 1

officers from tha slpht reuurning
Xmmod 1n Guam.m Sueco with1n the Se




for the mear, it was not infallible. The greatest success was tnat
sub, U.S.S. 3onefish, was lost, whereas, I am told that "at least"
half of those entering the raid were not exaected to return.
Several have written me or told me the ﬁauzvalenu of the

followine gquotation from one Comdr.: "You are correct about the
patrol being dangerous. I felt that I would not get back. 1 did
not tell anyone about fL‘r 3u+ it 1s the case.™

onky one-

Comdr. Pierce wrote me’ tﬁat +he "whole affair was on a volun-
teer basis."” In other more sccurate words, the suds with the adove
equip,emt were callec into port to pavt161aate and none dated refuse."
As for the Sonefish;’ omdr. Edege was told by the Sudmarine .
Force Personnel Officer. the day he arrived in Pearl Larocor in Mqreh,
that he would bde segt'tg a,q;ﬁffﬁxab aselectronics officer imme-
diately after his Aari s patrol’ Desol+e“th1 on reaching Guam
before that p=trol bé# an, Adm. Lockwood told Jlm yers onally that
he would have to take the Bonefish on this one more patrol, and
ordered her on the raid.

;Thlf'is th“ %Volunteer 2asis™  on which

Comdr. Edge took the 30n°flsh on the raid into the Japan Sea.

He wrote me of his disappointment on learning that ne had ancther
patrol yet to make From another Source: "We were ordered to make
the June raid the same AaS. Wwe were ordered - to make any other patrol
except we had all the sneclal charts and gear to make tne run. 1

was not asked garticularlf whether I wanted to make tie rum or not.
It has always been the. poliey for any skipper who wanted to give

up command to merely say. so and he would be relieved. ilowever, 1
was not asked directl Wﬁether 1 wanted to make the patrol.”

_ 3 de a. br1lliant ‘record om her eignt war
patrols deep in, a4 enem* 8 territory. Her two commanders had won
for her six Navy Crogs Medals, A Silver Star, a 3ronze Star, and
a Navy Unit Citation.  For Comdr. Edge's fqu‘ natrol -n her, June .
25 to August 13, TILLthe ;@nze Sta was awarded for the sink- -
ing of enemy shis% total¥ing 20; OOO”tth; and for damaging 7,500

tons. For his second patrol which ‘took place in the Sulu uoa R S
and around the Phillippines, Septemder 15, to cho)er 27, 1GAhL, his
first Navy Cross was awarded:for the. sinking of ene shlgs toual—_

ing 22,000 tons, and for damaglng additional VGSSQLS tu alling
7,000 tons. The danger involved in the areas of this patrol and
the fact that two: of our own fliers were rescued oy the 3onefish,
were considered in this award. t was during this patrol that
General MacArthur firsf landed in +the Philippines on Leyte Island. .
Comdr. Fdge's third and fourth patrols on the 3onefish are dlscussed’
above and each wond additional Navy Cross Medals. asaccording to

Adm. Lockwood, the Bonefish, under the command uf Comdr. Edpv, is
known to have sunk’fdur tankers, five'freignuers two transports,

and five small “eraf also w1fhgthe damag ng »>f a mine layer and

a large tanker.




