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Drawing a strangulating ring of snips and sieal closer arounﬂ.Jaaah
tha 311495 made their final encircling movement against Leyte in the
Prilippinas, storming ashers op tha mﬂ“n?ng of 20 Cstober. The landings
were tha climax of the island-ecampaion, for if *he? succeszded, Japan wuu’d
72 cut off from ner oll suppliass and dareat would he 1nav1tabla. :

The Japanese fully realized this, and decided on a desperats gemble,
»u_*w1ng in their entire flsat, hcuan 10 wipe cut thair enemizs with one
Bl To guard this, American submarines lay acress the paths that they
wauld nave to take, waiting-tc warn the invasien flzat and to deo as much
tamage as they could persdnallys

DACE and DARTER were assigned the arsa off Palawan knewn as the
Dangerous Ground, from its many uncharted shecals. Thay were looking fer
20 gutack from Singapore, and in the early morning blackness of 23 Cctober
thay found it — a force composad of Five battlaships, tan heavy cruisers,
onz or two light cruisers and about fifteen destroyers. Afiter varning the
Layte foree, thay moved in to attack,

The att cost DARTER her lifa, but it cost the Japanese two
zruis2aes sunk and fne heavily damagsd.  Mors than thzai, it cosh them the
alament of surprise which had bssn thaiz only hcpe, and avantually cost
s theis flaet,

US5 DARTER's siory began in the Elactric Beat Company's y&“dﬁ at

ga
sroton, Connecticuty where her kael was laid on 20 Cotober 1942, Sha was
-Z”Puﬁﬂd tn @ June 1943 when lirs, Edwin B. Vhesler, wife of tbn Shipbuildino
© Come2ny, christenad th2 wassel. DARTER was
2p

managar 9f the Elaciric Ho
placed in carmission on 7
. S. Stovall, Jr., SN

3

Septemoar 1543 undsr the command of Commander
The new submarins than tan through tests, exercisaes and trials until

L Co tch-r, and then dagarted for tha Pacific via the Panama Capal. Sha

:i:ed in Pearl Harhor con 25 Novamber and on 21 December 1943 put ¢0 sea
n her fist war patrol.

[‘:

A leal in har afiar toim tank forcad har to return for repairs, but
cr 3 January 1944 she was 2g3a2in undarway, setting course for Johnston
;wrd viare sha teoopsd off her fual bunksrs, The 523 lanss off Eniwetck
ca nar Tirst cpjzctiva. Later she took up a patrol botwesn Ponans an
i bafore snifting scuth of Satawan Island.



USS DARTER (SS 227)

The first ship contact came on 26 Januavy, whan two small ships with
w0 escorts came into view. Bafors ths sub could get into nositisn, the
Japanesa datectad her, and sha was forced to brsak off the attack. But

ate
o tn2 samz afternoon the masts of a tanker and two destrovar escorts were
slghted ovar the horizon, and DARTER imrediately surfacead to-bagin an end-
around run, staying ovar the horizon where har low silhnuettﬂ could not

ba datected, until she could gei zhead to lis in wait for he T preva

But keferz sh2 complatad tha maneuver, low fuel tanks warnad her skincar
that h2 must refuel, and so the chase was broken off to continua to Tulagi,
Tnhe suD arsived on EG Janueary and ten ﬂays later left to rasume haz patrol-

After thres days at sea, a 7500-ton uessal with four sn&ll escorts

apo2araed, and DARIER Legan running shead of him, doubling back to make a

pariscops approach, Slipping betwesn the two leading escorts, DARTER let

Tly all six bow tubes, and then swung Tor a stern shot as tha bow tubes

all missed. Tuenty-iive szconds after firing her fizst stern tubes an

explosion rlpped through the target, sending spray and smoks flving from

amidships. The outragsd escoris immediataly bzgan a series of depth charge
N e,

aiizsi, each "growing betisr with praciice." DBreaking-up noises entaztainad
the crew, as thay listaned to thelr target go down, Two hours lataz DARTER
was able Lo sweep her periscope over an empty saa.

Cn 17 Fabruary, 3 earrier strike was in preogress on thz2 ensmy-hald
island of Truk, and all through the day bombs ceuld be haard dropming on
tha Japan2s2, On thes 21st DARTER intercentad a messags telling har of a
liksly targat, She scon intercepied 3 largs vass2l towing 2 smaller ons
wlth -nn ascorts, but was unable to gat off a3 shiots 5She then retired
razzhing Milre Bay on thez 25th,.

Thz submarina, now consider: 2d a vateran, bagan har sscond patrol on
5

253 March l?ﬂ#, and afiar rle days out contacted har first target, a large
CETg0 uuip with 2 small p= rol craft ascorting her. Under cover of darkness
aael a rain squatl, sh2 slinpad in on the heam, and firad six torpedo
tubas for four hits. Tne luckless freighter lost her stern in the first
Hliaszt which was 1ol ;hf%d by hits spacad Ffrom tha s*a:n t<¢ tha briﬁﬁ_¢
Feur minutas later tha ship went cdown and her escort bagan vigoroust
attacking a figment of his imaginaticn 5,720 yazds away, evoling the
sormant from DARTER's sound operator: ”Jﬂ"t a tnird cipss trying 1o maks
5.}33:‘:5!" ;

Snifting to thz south of Davao, thz sub spottsd a task group of thres
crilisers and four dasiroyars oa 6 April, buil could not catch them as thevy
madz an unﬂﬂpuct ad course changs and increased snsad to 22 knots. Going
mack to ner old area zast of Halmahera, the sub mairecllad vntil 29 Aprll
whan sha st in at Daredn for refuallng,

Two tankors with twoe dﬂstru}a'a crosszd oz path cn 6 May, but dawn
sooiled har changa fcr a surfass attack, and tha targets 2scapad whils she
trizd to coma In at pariscona depih.  Sha ra2turnad to Manus on 23 May 1944,
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D. Hs McClintock, USH, as commanding officer. A week later DARTER was
tndarway for Halmahera on har thizd war patrol. '

Commandar Stovall was relieved on 15 June by Lieutenant Commandsr

Her first target appearsd on the 256th, but a ssaplane screaning thas
coovoy of two freightsrs and three esgorts kept har down so that she cowd
not attack. Thres days later a minz layer with two =scorts and a scout T
plane szarching ahsad came into view, and the submarine sent s51x ‘torpedcis
zfizr har, scoring two hits. Loud breaking-up noises continusd for 24
minut2s, as the hunter lay deep, evading heavy dapth chargs attacks.

Nurerous planss throughout the patrol. kent DARTER Tunning submerged
most of the time, ruining har chances for sighting more ships, Only one
more was spotted, on 21 July, but it should not be closed for attack. Tha
sub tlad up at Manus on 1 Avgusit, and than procesded io Brisbane, Australia,
whare she arrived on the Bth.

Commancar McClintock tsok his sizek command out of Brisbane an her
fourth and final patrol on 1 Sentambar 1944, vausing at Darwin cn the 10th.
Cparating with USS DACE (S3 247), DARIER set up a reconnaissancs line to
iniaTcepi any enemy forces which might interfare with the Morotai landings.
Ch the 24th she lsft for Biak for replenishment and, after four days in

‘port, headad baek to her patrol area of Palawan Passags and Balabac Strait.

The two "D's" fell in with a rich convoy of sevan enamy saips with only
ascorts on 12 Ceiober in the centaz of Palazwan Paszsaga. Viaiting three
or tha ships to get into poesition, DARIER fired four tornedcas at

varlapping tankars from &000 yards, and then divad to ascapa the air -

» Three hits were hsard, as planes dropoad sevsn bombs closa by

out damaga, : :
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The convoy scurrisd into the safaty of Balabac Strait, whers the
suanarinz cculd not follow. Sanding a contuct report to DACE, DARTER took
tp nar position to await thair soriia, Finally, nsa- midnight on the
morning of the 14th the ships ventuszed sut, baing spottad first by DACE,
nce DACE had made the First contact, DARTER stood asids to lst her make

2 first attack, se2ing har make four hitfs., By this time, the convoy made
into Kimanis Bay with ths destroyers affactivaly blacking any chance for
ther attacks.
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The two suhs than took up a patral in Palawan passage, a2nd on the

in switchad to the west approaches to Dalabac Strait, Thair vigilance

5 rawardsd on the mozning of tha 19th vihen two destrovers aporoached,

1 DARTER found her s2lf betwean the two. She fizasd four stern tubas at
2, but missad her entirsly when a turn threw the torpsdo track off. The
g dzpth chargas ¢id no damags.

o
nsuin
the 21st cpsnad, ths radio brought naws of tha invasion of the

25, and immediately th2 two submarines headsd for Balakac Strait,
ch Japanese hzavy units from Singapore since thz shortest
landing beachas lay throvogh the2 Strai* and the Mindanao S=a,
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USS DARTER (S5 227)

Just bafora mxdnl ght the first ensmy warship cawe into view, three huavy
Gruisers headad hhﬁﬂugh ihe Dangerous Ground making 23 knots. After six:
h2uzs the pursuers were 19 miles behind, and so ihay broks off, heading
seuth to intercept any other uaits.

The two svhs ware nruis*ng along close together on the surface,
cnarging thedr batteriss, when DARTER made radar contact on a groun of

tasl surface ships at 16 minutes pasi midnight. Grabbing a megaphone, ,the
capiain of DARTER shoutad o DACE, "Ws have a zadar contact., Lat’s goo
|
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Calllng for full power, both Sﬂ‘PE were s00n making 19 knots in hot
suit of tha enzmy forca of zleven ! n2avy ships, hzadad up Pzlawan Passags

2nemy warsnips were making 22 knots, but so0a slowed to 15, and soon an
¢k was worked ocut. DARTER was to hava first choice, hitting the left
< column at dawn, USS DAGE +ao% up a-position five mlles ahsad ©
k thz starboard ceolumn, Sinca the channel was nar srow, the submarine
3rs ware reasonably sure that there would not be a larga course changs
g the night.
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DARTER ran ahead for 20,000 yards, and pickad out ths leading ensmy
s2r as her target, Although neither submarinz knew i%t, the force thay
contactad includad the two largast warshins in the world, tﬁ

as

nSil gins in their main batteriss,

ing attack was ridiculously easy. Diving tn pariscopa level, DARTER
vorked her way in fer a claar shob at tha leading eruissr in th2 port column,
and at G322 bagan firing. Th2 first three torpedo trzsks were spread in
ordar to tala care of an vy un2xpactad mansuvars of the big ship, ths haavy
mruisar ATAGO: By the time that the naxt thres wars rzady to fire, ATAGO .
¥as »oaring by so closs t‘aF the 2eazly mizsilas couldn’t miss, and so they
nace firad straight into his longth,

"asting no time, DARIER swtng hard to bring her stszra tubess to bsar on
th3 seccnd ¢PU1aer, and as she did so nﬂa d the satisfying roar of fiva
winlosions, Firing han starn tubas, Cormandar MeClintock svung his
£2713¢532 back oa the “aiqnt of a lifstime," AT2G0 lying Jdead, a maszs of
slllewing black smoke from hexr #L turrsi to the starn, Bright orangs
rrames Licksd out chﬁg Lne wahar 3 2492 as the bew b2gan o go uadser.

In add to the crew’s joy, four more hits sourdad threugh the submarins

as Your of tha tcrpedues :h:ch the seeond heavy crulser, TANAD,
datzliation bagan within fiva minutes, bLt non2 of the dapth charges care
cilose2, alihough tha breaking-up noises from the cruisacs were so loud that
tf mesmad that t thay musti b2 sinking d::ectlf cvarizad,

DMCE got off her first atiack, and a% 0357 the submerines in DARTER
c2ald hear four mora hits. DACE had sliminated tha haavy cruiser MAYA
ieam the Japanass ragistar,
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¥ TARAO, but was unable to gst in past tha destroyers, Since ths
Japansse ware so closz, the submarinz could not surface to g2t an
accurate havigatiopal position, and was forced to cruiss suormerged until
nightfsll. :

? ¥Yinen the dapth charging slacked off, DARTER tried to get in %o finish
of

TAKAQ managed to get underway erratically by 2200, and DARTER stariwd
in on the surface to finish her off, but intercepted codar signals caused
her to dzlay, and she went undsr, running at full speed to get into e
position, ) :

Suddenly the radio operator on board DACE was elont=jfied by a radic
message freom DARTER in plain English, "Hard aground.," DARTER. running
submerged at 17 knots, had hit Bombay Shogl.. It had beea 50 hours sinca
she had basn abls to gat a gocd positien, having baen Tunning on a dead
Tacikoning chart during the whole attack.

The submarine shoaled at 0C0S, and betwaen then and high tidz at 0148
the crew worked feverishly, destroying all confidsntial matter and dumping
avarytning movaable everbeard in an effort to lighten the ship. For an
nour aftar the full tide, they worksd to get free, but nothing helped, With
sunrlse expected momentarily, it was decided to abandon tha ship, sending
th2 crew aboaxd DACE, who was standing by.

x Damolition charges were planted, and as soon 2s the last man was safaly
7 on board DACE, they were set off, For scma reasen, hovever, they failed to
expleda properly, leaving the submarine in good condition for any Japanese
studies, DACE then tried to blow har e with four torpedoes, but the tida
had expossd so much of the resf that each of them axploded before hitting

the submarine. With dawn making her position more and more vulnarable,
DACE then opesned fire with har dagk gun, putting 21 hits into DARTER alecng
tha waterlina bafore a plane Fforcad her to dive,

A Japanese destroyer thean appeared, and may have boardad the sub, Tnz
submarine RCCK tried to complete the job of firing tan more torpedces latar,
bui again the torpadoss weni off bafore hitting the farget. WAUTILUS finishad
tha job of destruction on the 31st with 55 six—inch hits.

DARTER's loss was a result of a calculatsd risk, one of tha *actical
1osses which must be expected in wartime., Her loss was well bzlancad,
Acwever, by the discovery of the Jananess task forcs and loss of two
cruisars supnk and one badly damagad. In order to kzep the entire crew
tegather, all of the men on beard DARTER were orderad %o taks over the now
stbmarine MENHADEM, then building at Manitowoe, Wiscensin.

uss DAéTEH earnsd four Battle Siars on the Asiatic-Pacific Ar=a
Sarvica Medal for participating in the following oparatiocns:

1 Star/TRUK ATTACK: 17 Feb 1944

1 Star/3ATTLE CF SURIGAO STRAIT: 24 Cot 1944

B
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1 Star/SUBMARTNE WAR PATROL: 22 Mar~23 May 1944
1 Star/SUBMARINE WAR PATROL: 21 Jun- B Aug 1944

The ship also received tha following Navy Unit Commandation, Pacific,
for har Fourth War Patrol: . :

"For outstanding herg¢ism in aciion during a War Patrol
against ensmy Japanese Fleat units. Aggressive and telesntless
in tracking ner targeis, USS DARTER daringly menstratad hostile
waters and succsaded in contacting a Japanese task forca. In
an excellently plannaed and brilliantly coordinated attack, she
op2ned Tira, As a result of these salvos, launched boldly by,
‘the DARTER despite the sumerior fire powsr of ths hostile
concentration, the enszmv was forced to retire, thus reducing -
appreciably the enemy’s nawal stirength subsequently brought
ta bear against our forces, The solendid combat readiness of
DARTER and th2 gallant fighting spirit of her officers and men
throughout this hazardous action reflect the highast cradit
vpon the United States Maval Service.® : -

I

LENGTH CYERALL:

EXTREMNE BEAM:

STANDARD DISPLACEMENT:
Tons: ilE
iean Draft:

SUBIERGED DISPLACENENT:
Tons:

DESIGHNED SPEED:
Surfaced:
Gubmazged:

DESIGHED COMPLENENT:

i Cificars:
Enlistad:

DESIGHMED LEFRIH:

ARMALIENT 2 ;
Torpedo Tukas:
Secondary:

311 feat 9 inches
27 fzet 3 inchas

1,525
15 fee; 3 inches

2434

20,25 knots
8,73 knots

6
o4
300 fest

(10)

{1} 3"/50

(2) .50 caliber
(2) .30 caliber
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On 1 September 1944, DARTER, commanded by Commander D. H. MeClintock, left
Brisbane for a period of training enroute to her fourth war patrol. She topped
off with fuel at Darwin on 10 September and left that place on the same day to
perform routine reconnaissance duty in the Celebes Sea from 14 September to 24
September.,

Proceeding thence to the South China Sea with DACE commanded by Cdr. B. D,
Claggert, DARTER formed a coordinated attack team with that vessel. The period
from 12 Oetober to 24 October was productive of many targets and attacks for
DARTER, and she sank 9,900 tons of enemy shipping and damged 19,900 tons in this
time.

In the early morning of 23 October 1944 both DARTER and DACE contacted and
tracked a large enemy foree heading north through Palawan FPassage enroute to
engage our foreces in the Battles for Leyte Gulf. They attacked while the enemy
were unable to alter course appreciably, and in brilliant pre-dawn submerged
attacks, sank the heavy eruisers Atago and Maya, and s=o severaly damaged the
heavy cruiser Takao that she was useless for the rest of the war. During
daylight, DARTER tried a submerged attack on Takao, which had been stopped, but

was driven off by sereening destroyers. Thus a night coordinated attack plan
was drawn up by the two boata,

Since she could not surface to take sights, DARTER was forced to navigate on a
2l-hour old dead reckoning plot. At 2200 Takao got underway, and DARTER began a
surface attack. Detecting two radars sweeping, she decided to do an end around,
and then make an attack at radar depth. At 0005 on 24 October 1944, DARTER
grounded on Bombay Shoal at 17 knots and rode up to a draft of nine feet for-
ward. Efforts to get off the reef were unsuccessful and a message was sent to
DACE requesting asaistance,

DACE closed DARTER and, after confidential gear had been smashed and classified
matter burned, the men of DARTER were transferred to DACE. This was all done
before dawn, and there were no losses of DARTER perzonnel.

DARTER's demolition charges fajled to go off properly, and DACE used her
remaining torpedoes in trying to destroy her without success, the torpedeoes
hitting the reef and exploding before they cculd reach their target. She did,
however, score 21 four-inch hits on DARTER. ROCK was called in and fired ten
torpedoes at DARTER, with similar lack of success due to their hitting the reef.

NAUTILUS, on her 13th patrol, arrived on 31 October 1944, and scored 55 six-inch
hits on DARTER. Her report states, "It is doubtful that any equipment in DARTER
at 1131 this date would be of any wvalue to Japan-except as scrap. Estimated
draft of DARTER - Y Feet."™ Apparently the Japanese got no use out of her, for
an American naval offiecer in 1962 was amazed to see her hulk still intact,
appearing to be indestruetible.

Tt must be realized that Commander MeClintock understood fully the dangers
involved in the end around maneuver in which DARTER grounded-indeed, the inci-
dent is a classie example of calculated risk, and he was not held in any way at
fault in the incident, Tt was simply one of the unfortunate tactical losses



which must be expected in wartime, but which, in this case, was minimized by the
fact that DARTER's= full complement of personnel was saved. In order to keep
this fighting and successful crew together the entire DARTER ecrew was ordered to
take over the submarine MENHADEN, then building at Manitowoe, Wisconsin.

DARTER's four patrols (including her 1last) resulted in 23,700 tons of enemy
ships being sent to the bottom, and 30,000 tons being damaged. She began hepr
patrolling career south and west of Truk in January and February 1944, She
damaged a freighter on this first patrol. Tn the second patrol of this vessel,
she covered the area in and around the Celebes Sea; she sank a freighter here.
DARTER's third patrol was again in the eastern Celebes Sea, and she =ank the
large minelayer Tsugaru on 29 June 1944, She was credited with ainking the
heavy cruiser Atago and damaging the heavy cruiser Takao on the night of 23
October 1944, shortly before she stranded, DARTFR was awarded the Mavy Unit
Commendation for the last patrol.

135 DARTER (S5576) was named in honor of USS DARTFR (38227).
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