COMMANDER SUBMARINE FORCE
PACIFIC FLEET, ADMINISTRATION TN REFLY REFER T6s
MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD ki e
VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA SERIAL:

2L April 1951

MEMORANDUM

From: Chief 3taff Officer
To: ¥r, Wickels

Subj: U.S.S. BLUEGILL (SS-242) History

1. Enclosed are two copies of the U.5.S. BLUREGILL (SS-242)
history.

2. The BLUEGILL will be placed in commission on 3 May at
1500 local time.
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U.S.S. BLUEGILL (SS-242)

c/o FLEET POST OFFICE 's';z"fz"/“ ol
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ClE:fDb
SER

SEIPYS HISTORY

] The ZBLUEGILL's Keel was laid in the south part of the
hizin Yard at Electric Bosct Company, Groton, Connecticut on
December 17, 1942,

On 4ueust 8, 1943, she was christined by the Sponsor,
Nrs. We uterllng Cole, wife of Congressman Cole from New
York Stzates

The UesSece BLUEGILL was commissioned zt the T, Ss Naval
Submarine Base, New London, Connrecticut on November 11, 1943.
Commending Officer was Lieutenant Commander E., L. Darr, Jr.,
Us Se Navyes After the commissioning ceremony the Officers
and Crew took overe

On January 3, 1944, the ELUEGILL sailed for U. S, Naval
Base, Balboa, Panana, stopping at Key West, Florida. She
arrived at U. S, Naval Base, Balboa, Punamz, on Februury 2,
19444 Whnere she hsd a training period. On February 22, 1944
the cIUEGILL departed for the couth West Pacific, stopping
briefly on February 25th at south Seymore Island Naval Base,
Galzpagos, where Xing Neptune camne aboarde

The BSLUECTILL arrived at Milne Bay, New Guinez, on larch
2%, 1944 and moored zlongside the Ueceoe ZURYALES

On April 1, 1944, the BZIULGILL departed for her first
War *:trOTa In the following months, the ELUEGILL made six
(6) War Petrols sinking 12 ships, miscelleneous sziling ves-
sels and uakthflﬁb Pratas Island. The total tonnage of ships
sunk was 51,158 wnd total tonnage of ships dumaged wes 12,000
tonss

The EIUEGILIL was relieved on the 6th of June 1945 with
o d ers to procsed to Pearl Herbor via Saipan. She arrived-in
arl Herbor, T. He on the 21st for & short reste.

()

A week later she “vas enroute for the west coast .nd passed

£
below the Golden Gate Bridge on the morning of July 2. she
went to Eethleham teel uubﬁ;llpe Zepair Besin where she start=
ed undergoing a novy yard overhauls
Upon completion of navy yard overhaul ot Bethlehanm steel,
he uﬁ.JuILL reported to iare Islend Naval Ship d v 3 &
went into “Ou4u41lq on llarch l, 104Oa

The SLUEGILI was o merber of the zipper fleet until the
call of her country came once cgalns On april 20, 1951, the




U.S. S. BLUEGILL (SS-242)

IN REPLY REFER TO:
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE ss2a2/G0 2 b
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

SER

SHIP'S HTSTCRY (Con't)

regctivation of the Tasoess BLUEGILIL was started vith comnissioning
date of _ licay 1951.




