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HISTORY OF USS GUNNEL (g8 253)

USS GUNNEL 's brilllant war-time corecr ldentifies her as one of the U, 5.
Nevy's fightingeet ships. Beginning with the African invesion and continuing
gservice through eight war patrols up until V-J Day, the sub accounted for
seven enemy ships sunk and three damaged for a total of 58,300 tons of Nip
shipping being sent to the bottom.

The ship wos bullt by the Electric Boat Company, Groton, Connecticut.
Following the Novy policy, she was named after the gunnel fish, which is a
emall, trip specles of the blenny salt water fish. On 17 May 1942, USS
GUNNEL slid down the ways and entered into her element. Sponsor at the
launching wog Mr. Ben Moreell, wife of Rear Admiral Moreell, Chief of Burcau
of Yards & Docks,

Conmissioned on 20 August 1942 with Lieutenant Commender J. S. McCain,
Jr., USN, as comranding officer, the GUNNEL, after an intensive tralning
period, set out in October for Fedaln French Morocco. This wos a specicl
mission in connection with the invasion of French Morocco and.Algeria. -She.'
arrived several days before D-Ddy to ‘photograph the proposed beachhesd, and
moke & general reconnoissance of Casa Blanca and Fedalo. At the zero hour,
signale were sent to the epproaching U. S. Fleet, guiding them to the correct
beachhend, and during the remaining esrly morning hours, the GUNNEL had a
ringeide seat for the bombardment.

GUNNEL then nosed south to aid in the interception of the French fleet
should it atteupt to leave Dakar. Then orders were received to head for
Glesgow, Scotland. While enroute oll four main engines foiled, - leaving
ore lone suxiliary engine with o speed of about 2.5 knots. However, GUNHEL
pulled into Filopouth, Bnglond, Thanksgiving Day on the one small engine,
which the crew had monickered the "Connon Ball." Glasgow wos reached in
Decenber and GUNNEL's engines were repaired. It was necessary, however, to
return to the Stotes for & major overhaul ot Portsmouth, New Haupshire.

After completion of her owverhoaul and trials, -at Portemouth, she got
underway for Pearl Horbor and then on to' Midway and Nagneali, the assigned
patrol area. In Moy 1943, GUNNEL sighted a Jap transport. Three torpodoes
wera fired obtoining one hit amidship. The Jep began firing with their deck
guns, 5o the sub let them have two mcre torpedces: score . one rore hit, no
more stern, 0o more gun erev, no more Joap transport.

Severcl days later while patrolling Danjo Gunto Islend, o seven ship -
eneuy convoy loomed on the horizon. After the Nip destroyer screen wes suc-
cessfully penetrated, six torpedoee were fired Binking one ship and damaging
o second. A 16 hour depth charge anttock followed, the first Tor nll hands.

Eescap-ing' the Jap's attacking escorts, GUNMEL agein surfaced in search
of more "geme". The sub found thot now it was being attacked by a Wokatalke
—. class destroyer. The chase was soon reversed, and as the range closed in,
the destroyer began firing all guns, shells popping on all sides of GUNNEL,
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Two torpedocs were sent down the wake and the GUNNEL submerged just as the
destroyer wos hit and sunk. Ancther gix hour depth charge atteck began ac
the angry sister ships of the sunken destroyer grrived, but GUNNEL success-
fully evaded them ond heeded for her base.

After snother mueh necded overhaul ot Mare Islend the boot set out in
November 1943 via Pearl Harbor and Midwoy for the homeland waters of Japan
off Honshu. Enroute a Jap carrier task force was signted and although
three torpedocs were fired they missed agtern of the fast noving target which
goon got out of renge.

Then one night shortly ofterward, GUNNEL ren into one Larpe and two
emall encmy shipe. Under the inlgys cover of darknese, the sub was cble to
nake o surfoce attack., Four deadly "fish" were sent leaping toward the lorgest
target, identified as o 10,000 ton transport. AlLL found their mark. Think-
ing it unwise %o remain, as the escorting destroyer came around the stern of'
tie doomed ship, USS GUNNEL reached for the ocean floor to toke the complete
treatment of depth cherges which corntinued for four hours. Some days
later, while heading into Surugu Wen Bay, she necrly met her fate as three
torpedoes from an attacking destroyer come uncomforteblly elose, one passing
directly under the stern.

The fourth potrol was spent in the waters off Menilo. However, GUNNEL
foiled to cdd ooy further Nip tonnoge to its score on this trip. The fitth
patrol, likewise, failed to be frutiful in the Sunda Straits between the
Tslands of Java ond Sumetra. The Jop {leet refused to be lured cub of his
lair oround Singepore. The patrol wos then shifted to the French Indo Chinn
coast off Cape Padaran, but still no Jap fleet.

Oon 14 July 1944k Licutenont Commander G. E. 0'Neil, Jr., USN, relieved
Cormander McCain as cormanding officer of the GUNNEL, and she prepared o
leave on her sixth patrel. In August 194k, sighting a convoy of six sea trucks,
the sub mede o battle surface and opened fire. While heavy cross Tire was
in progress, GURNEL's guns became jammed, ond she was forced to dive. The
recoil of the last shot out of the deck gun knocked the gun ceptain, Rudolph
Willian Vello, over the side. The dive could not be stopped to rescue hidm
and before the sub could resurface, 2 Jap PT boat eame dashing up to drop 2
depth charge and hold GUNMNEL down. On surfaclng leter o thorough search was
made for the lost gunner. However, Velle wos o good swimmer and all hands
felt certain he would safely reach land. On arriving in port it was learned
thaot Velle had encountered friendly puerillas and wons safe. Several other
ottocks were made on enemy shipping during thisc patrol, but it seemed GUINEL
was rurming in bhard luck and failed to nork up any scores.

On her seventh patrol in the South China Seas while an observation was
being made, an enety aircraft flew right over the periscope £0 close the
Commanding Officer could count the rivels in the float of the Pete type elr-
eroft. In eorly Novenber the GUNNEL arrived off Subic Bay where o life-
puard stotion was assigned for carricr strikes on Manila Bay. A large convay
wes sighted one morning heoding for Manila and position was gained for o sub-
merged ottock. An alert escort picked up GUNNEL by sound, ond worned the convoy
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Twoe torpedocs were sent down the wake and the GUINEL submerged just as the
destroyer was hit and sunk. Another gix hour depth charge attack began ac '«
the angry sister shipe of the sunken destroyer arrived, but GUNNEL sucoess-
fully evaded then cnd headed for her base,

After another much needed overhaul ot More Island the boct set out in
November 1943 via Pearl Harbor and Midway for the homeland waters of Jopan
off Honshu. Enroute a Tap carrier toask force was signt=d and although
three torpedocs were fired they missed astern of the fast moving target which
goon got out of range.

Then one nmight shortly afterword, GUNNEL ran into cne large and two
pmell encmy ships. Undey the inly cover of derkness, the sub wne able to
noke a surfoce attack. Four deadly "fish" were sent leaping toward the largest
torget, identified as a 10,000 ton transport. All found their mork. Think-
ing 1t unwise to remain, as the escorting destroyer came around the stern of
tie doomed ship, USS GUNNEL reached for the ocean floor to toke the complete
treatment of depth charges which eowtinued for four hours. Sone days
later, while heading into Surugu Wan Buy, she necrly met her fate os three
torpedoes from an attacking destroyer ceme uncomfortablly close, one passging
directly under the stern.

The fourth patrol was spent in the waters off Menila. However, GUNNEL
falled to cdd eny further Nip tonnoge to its score on this trip., The fif'th
potrol, likewise, failled to be frutiful in the Sunda Strailts beltween the
Islands of Java and Sumatra. The Jap flecet refused to be lured out of his
lair around Singanpore. The patrol was then shifted to the Frenmch Indn China
coast off Cape Padaran, but still no Jap fleet.

On b July 194Lk Liecutenant Commander G. B. 0'Neil, Jr., USN, relieved
Commander McCaln as cormanding officer of the GUNNEL, and she prepercd to
leave on her sixth patrcl. In August 1944, sighting a convoy of six sea trucks,
the sub made o battle surface and cpened fire. While heavy cross Tire was
in progress, GUNNEL's gune becone Sammed, ond she was forced to dive, The
recoil of the last shot out of the deck gun knocked the gun coptaln, Rudolph
Willianm Velle, over the side. The dive could not be stopped to rescue him
and beforc the sub could resurface, o Jop PT boat came dashing up to drop o
depth chorge and hold GUNNEL down. On surfacing later o thorough search was
made for the lost gunner. However, Velle was o good swirmer and all hands
felt certain he would safely reach land. On arriving in port it was lecrned
that Velle had encountered friendly guerillas and was safe. Several other
attacks were made on enemy shipping during this pateol, but it scemed GUNNEL
was running in hard luck and failed to nork up any scores.

On her seventh patrol in the South Chinn Sems while an obeeprvation was
being mede, on enemy aireraft flew right over the periscope so close the
Cormanding Officer could count the rivets in the float of the Pete types air-
craft. 1In eorly Nevember the GUNNEL arrived off Subic Bay where o life-
guard stotion was assigned for coarrvicr strikes on Manila Bay. A large convoy
was sighted one morning heading for Manilo ond position was gained for o sub-

-~ merged attock. fAn alert escort picked up GUNNEL by sound, and worned the convoy
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which turned awoy ond pulled elear. However, the escort, o Chidorl class
destroyer of 600 tons, was not so lucky, upon sterting o depth charge run
it wos met by o torpedo fired "down the throat' and blew up.

On 1h Noverber 1944, o large convoy was cocountered, but just as GUNNEL
turned te go in, twe enemy escorte were discovered coming out to investigate.
After eluding them another approach was attempted but before on atbtock:
position could be reached the convoy becane an inferno as several of the
ships blew up ond the others scattered. It was then learned that three other
U. 8. subs hod token advantoge of the absence of the escorts which were
chosing GUNNEL ond made their attocke.

During the night a few doys loter o convoy of five Nip ships and thelr
ponvoy were spobted. An approach was made on the surfoce and six torpedoes
were fired at three of the larger ships and three more at a fourth troansport.
It wos necessary to pass an enemy destroyer about 900 yards astern in order
ta fire. Two of the ships, o large tonker and a transport were hit ond hoth
blew up alimost instantly. A reload was made and four torpedoes were then
sent speeding toward o mediwm transport obtoining one hit. The convoy then
altered its erurse, ond GUNNEL after almost an hour chase, subnerged to fire
three more "fish" at a medium tankex,:hitting it in the bow. The ship
merrily retired from the scene leaving o skeleton convoy of two cripples,
one undnmared ship, and an escort behind.

Now it became GUNNEL's duty to act ag o rescue ship. It was to Cepoyos,
Polawan Island, where eleven naval oviotors, who hod beon cared for by
friendly guerillas, were waiting that the sub now turned her bow. Ghe or-
rived in the assipgned rendezvous and during the night, after the correct
light signals were sighted, o sailboot drew alongeide with the fmericons
aboard. These aviators were part of the crew of a FBLY patrol plene shot
down over Puerto Prinecessa two monthe previous ond olso the crows of two Navy
dive bombers who had taken part in the strike on the islands north of Folewnn.
© ALl had made their woay by devious means into the hands of friendly guerilla
forces. Stronge os 1t mReems, it woas on this same night that anether U. 8.
sub picked up Mochinist 'Mate Velle, who had been lost over the side of the
GUHNEL some months bock.

After riding through o typhoon GUNNEL reached Tanopag Harbor, Saipan,
ond with repret sald pocd-bye to her passengers who were now as much ot hone
under the sco as they had been in the oir. The sub then journeyed to
Hunter's Point Noval Drydocks, San Franecisco, Colifornia, for o genernl
overhaul, reaching the homeland in January 19L5.

It was the slender snout of o sengoned veteran that pushed the woter
oside as USS GUNNEL, now completely overhouled, set out on her finsl patrol.
Turning her bow toward the Pacific opoin, her next duty was to patrol the
waters south of the Japanese moin islonds os a lifeguard submarine for B-29
gtrikes on the Empire. The potrol was then shifted to the entrance of
Bungs Budds betwesen Shilkoku and Kyvushue Tslands. Here she joined other sub-
narines as lifeguords for almost nightly B-29 strikes. While patrolling in
this area several Jap subs were sighted, but hugged too close to shore line
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for combat. The remainder of the poatrol wne uneventful. HNone of the B-29's
required assistonce and no further enemy shipping was encountered. After
refitting in Pearl Herbor in August ocnd the war over, USS QUNNEL heoded for
the Ponams Conol, with the eventual destination the East Coast and hone.

By Directive of Janunry 1907 the ship was placed out of ecommission in
reserve, U. 3, Atlontic Fleet, and berthed at New London, Connecticutb.

USS GUNNEL earned one Battle Star on the Eurcpean-Africon-Middle

Eastern Area Service Medal, and four Battle Stars on the Asintic-Pacific
Area Service Medal for perticipation in the following cperations:

(Eurcpean)
1 Star/North fAfrican Occupation
Algeria-Moroeco lendings -- 8 - 11 November 1942
(Pacific)
L Btar/Okinawa Gunto Operation
Assault and Occupation of Ckinowa Gunto -- 17 = 21 June 1945
1 Star/Second submarine woar patrol -- 28 May - 3 July 1943
1 Ster/Third subnorine war patrol -- 17 Wocmber 1943 - 7 January 1gkb
1 Star/Seventh submorine war patrol -- 21 October - 28 Decermber 194k

HOE oK KWW RN

STATTSTICS
OVERALL LENGTH 312 feet
BEAM 27 feat
EPEED 20 knots
" DISPLACEMENT 1,468 tons

N RN R

Conpiled: September 1953
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