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HISTORY OF ¥SS MUSKALLUNGE (S£-262)

USE MUSKALLUNGE (88-262), first ship of the Fleet to besr the name,
wae bullt by the Electric Boat Compesny of Groton, Connecticut. Her keel
was laid, T April 1942, and on 13 December 1942, she wes launched under
the sponsorshilp of Mrs. Anna C. Graham, widow of Chisf Torpedomen Merritt
D, Grahem, USN, who was a crew member of USS GRUNION (£S-216), lost due to
enemy actlion in the Pacific during July 1942,

MUEKALLUNGE wae placed in commission st NWew London, Connecticut, on
15 March 1943, when Lieutenant Commender Willard A. Ssunders, USN, assumed
commend. 5he conducted extensive shakedown training operations in local
operating areas of New London, including six weeks at Newport, Rhode Ieland,
where she test fired several hundred electric torpedoes. On 10 July 1943,
she departed New London, enrcute to the Pacific and on 7 August arrived at
Fearl Harbor.

MUSKALLUNGE departed Pearl Harbor on 7 Eeptember 1943 to conduct her
first war patrol In weters off Palau. She carried the first electric
torpedo to be fired in the war by an Smerican submarine. Her first attack
wae a8 night-surface sctlon agsinst a convoy of four frelghters under escort
of a heavy destroyer and four smeller patrol vessels. After an undetected
approach, she fired six electric torpedoes but two exploded prematurely
close aboard, the shock ceusing the engines to etop and forcing MUSKALLUNGE
to dive. As she passed a depth of 75 feet, & close salvo of depth charges
were dropped and exploded elose but resulted in no seriocus demsge. Her
second attack on the enemy was conducted several daye later with similar
results, This time one of her torpedoes exploded close under her bow,
knocking down the crew in the forward torpedo roem. In these two attacks
she scored a hit cn a passenger freighter, snd one on a freighter for
unconfirmed demage. She returned to Pearl Harbor for refit on 25 Qctober
1943. During refit, Commender Michael P. Russillo, USN, relieved Lieutenant
Commander Saunders of command,

On 27 November 1943, MUSKALLUNGE departed cn her second war patrol which
wae conducted in the Western Carolines area, and south of Guam. During this
petrol she scored hite for damage to a tanker asnd two freighters., She
returned to Pearl Harbor on 21 January 19LL. Extensive engine trouble
necessitated her return to Mare Ieland, California, where & new set of engines
woe installed, this work being completed by 5 April 194k, She then sailed
for Pearl Harbor, srriving 12 April 1944k. She departed, 30 April to conduct
her third war petrol in the Palau erea. This was & tedious patrol devold of
attacks and she returned to Fremantle, Australis on U July 194k, for refit.

MUSKALLUNGE departed Fremsntle, 1 August 1944, to conduct her fourth
war petrol, In company with FLIFR, bhound for the South China Sea. Enroute
to her patrol eres, she conducted a subtmerged attack in Mindoro Strait,



USS MUSKALLUNGE (S8-262)

obteining one hit for demege to & destroyer. On 21 August 194k, off Camranh
Bay, French Indo China, she obteined one hit on a freighter and scored three
hits to sink passenger-cargo DURBAN MARU of 7,163 tons (119-43'N; 109°-17'E).
She was then forced deep end subjected to severe depth charge attack, both
by alrcraft and several escorts. Bhe returned to Fremantle for refit on

22 September 1944, While undergoing refit at Fremantle, Liesutenant Commander
L. A, Lajsunie, Jr., USH, relieved Commander Pusslllo as commanding officer.
MUSKALLUNGE deperted on her fifth war patrol 19 October 1944, cperating in
the Bouth China Sea, west of Palawen Passage. Her one contact was made on

a cruiser with five escorts. Lacking a good attack position on the cruiser,
an approach was made on the escorts but the salvo of torpedees fanned out
and ran under the shallov dreft of the target. MUSKALLUNGE returned to Pearl
Harbor on 1li December, and on 16 December 1o4L4, departed for major overhaul
in the Mare Island Navy Yard, arriving at San Francisco on 24 December 19hk.
She departed 2 April 1945 and returned to Pearl Harbor cn 9 April.

On 26 April 1945, MUSKALLUNGE departed Pearl Harbor on her sixth war
patrol which was to be conducted north of Formosa:. An sdditionesl mission
was to act as lifeguard for Philippine based air strikes on Chins and Formosa.
On 20 May, Lieutenant Commander Lejaunle berame 111 and was relieved of command
at sea by Compander William H. I=wrence, USN, on 21 May 1545, Enemy shipping
was not ercountered and an cpporiunity was not sfforded for rescus of
aviators, She returned, vis Seipsn, to Midway, arriving 15 June 1945.

MUSKALLUNGE departed Midway, 30 July 1945, on her seventh and last
war patrol which was conducted along the Kurile Island Chain, north of Japan.
On 8 August 1945, she contscted seversl sea trucke and commenced s daylight
submerged approsch under fog-bound conditions. When four torpedoes were
fired at close range but missed, it become spparent that renge wes too close
for snother attack, and MUSKALLUNGE surfeced and closed to 350 yerds and manned
her deck guns., Poor visibility hempered the accuracy of gunfire which
severely demeged two of the sea trucks. Meanwhile, one of the enemy had
returned gunfire which killed Charles H. Whitman, EM 3/c who was mennlng the
starboard .50 caliber machine gun. Two other men received superficlsl wounds.

The news of victory brought orders to proceed to Tokyo for the surrender
ceremonies, and on 1 September 1945, MUSKALLUNGE entered Tokyo Bay. On 3
September, she sailed for Pearl Harbor, deperting 13 September to steam via
the Panesma Canal for New London, Connecticut. She was placed out of commils-
sion in reserve at New London on 29 Jenuary 1947.

MUSKALLUNGE was sgain placed in commission on 31 August 1956, preparatory
to transfer to the Govermment of Brazil. She wae decommissioned on 18
January 1957, and transferred to Brazil under terms of the Mutual Defense
fApslstance Program. Rear Admiral Iuiz F, Pinto ds Luz, accepted MUSKALLUNGE
for commissloning in the Navy of the Govermment of Brazil.

MUSKALLUNGE earned five battle sters and other ewards for cperstions
as listed below:

1 Star/MARIANAS OFERATION:
2nd Bonins Raid: 24 Jun 104k



1 Star/OKINAWA GUNTO OFERATION:
Assault and Occupetion of Ckinawa Gunto; 16 May-15 Jun 1945

1 Star/SUBMARINE WAR PATROL -

UE5 MUSKALLUNGE (55-262)

PACIFIC: T Bep-25 Oct 1943

1 Star/SUBMARINE WAR PATROL - PACTFIC: 27 Nov 1943-21 Jen 1oLk

1 EtarfEUBMﬁRIﬂE WAR PATROL - PACIFIC: 1 Aug-22 Sept 194k

LEKGTH OVER-ALL:
EXTREME ERAM:
STAKDARD DISPLACEMENT :
Tons !
Mean Draft:
SUBMERGED DISFLACEMENT:
Tons:
DESIGCH SPEED:
Surface!
Submerged:
DESIGH COMELEMENT:
Officer:
Inlisted:
ARMANENT
Main:
Secondsry:

Torpedoes:

CRIGINAL STATISTICS

-3-

311'9”
27'3

1526
15'3"
2hak

20.25 knots
8.75 knots

6
54

10} Torpedo Tubes

1) 34/50

2) .50 enliber machine guns

E +30 caliber machine guns
E i
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