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HISTORY OF USS POy (&8 26d)

OQur submarines were employed io cur mouatiog offeasive 1a the Paecific
teaub enemy communications to his great sea Empiré, gve.l attacki g shipping
in Japaiese neme waters. Qur subs were glso used to support Ileet actious

o plekets, weather statious, lacding recoanaiconce roifiurs and by attacklay
pembat unltn inelueding AW vessels. = — ik

Winaner of the Hawvy Unit Commendalion for agpressive patrols aud,
sinking o Mulusuki elasc destroyer, the USS PCGY sent 96,609 toos of
Japanzse shipping to the bottom and damaged an additicnal 33,10k tens.

Mamed for a Lake Tahoe trout, the keel of this fighting ship was
luid at the Manitowoe Shipouilding Company, Manitowee, Wisconsin on L5
Septemper 1O4L.  She was lounched on 23 Junz 1942, with Mrs. Julius A. Furer,
wife of Rear Admiral Furer, USH, serving as spoasor. Lizutenant Commander
¢. . H. Wales, USH, assumed command at her commissioning on 10 January 1945,
Bince civilian perﬁonneiwwére to be in chorge, the POSY was temporarily
decommiosioned on 1 February for the cruise dewn the Mississippi River to
Mew Orleans, Louisians, and was recommissionsd upon her arrival on 12
February. ;

After o period of fitting out, trial runs, and training, the POGY
arrived in Pearl lorvor on 5 April 1943. By 15 April she was ready for
her first war patrols’ After a few houre stop at Midway, the POGY set out
for her patrol arsa dlong the eastern coast of Hongshu. She made her first
contact on 1 May. A& periscope attock on a coavoy nf five ships with che
ageort, resulted in the louss of the ex-gunboat IRISHIN MARU, and a small
freighter. In the depth charge sttack which Tollowed the POGY hit the
pottom in her search for deep water. lUpon surfecing that aight she attacked
o destroyer with three torpedoes, but/Was unable to observe the results.

The next day she destroyed a large sompan by gunlire during o surface
engagement. On 9 May 1943, while making a sutmerged attack on & convoy
of four freighters, a bomb close astern forced the PCGY to retire. On the
11th a sceond 100 ton sompan was destroyed by gunfire.  Two torpedot hits
sent a small freighter to the bottem on 26 May, snd on 5 June the PCGY
retired to Midway.

She departed Midway on her second war patrol on 26 June 1943. Through-
out July she coversd the Empire-Truk main communicatlon and supply liue,
While potrolling submerped east ol .the Puiap Islends on 5 July, two
freighters were sighted and atiacked with torpedoss. The leading 3000 ton
freighter wos dameged by one hit.

- The PCOY's luck was betber on the 3Jlst when she sighted au aircraft
ferry steaming tor Truk. Comnander Wales made two skillful tactieal
maneuvers and on the 1st of August {ired two torpedocs sinking the 7,497 ton
MONGAMIGAWA MARU and hei wvalusble curgo. The sutmarioe then departed the
area, stopping at Jehnston Island for fusl oo the ibth, end arrived ut Pearl
Harbor two days later fopr roefit.
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: The vasht of the ContFil Pacific were not patrelled in hophazavd, hit-
or-migs furhien. There was the Empirc blockade and the Trult Llockude --
aLtmAcine concenbrations on shipping foenl peints. Around bhe Palaus, the
Murlsaas, Lhe Marsholls, and the Gllberts the Bubmarinoe Pacifle patrols
were blocked oub as purt of o curefully desipgned potbarn.

my July 1943 the sea of Japan was the only area iu the Pocific
open to enumy shipping, well protected uguinﬁtisuhmurinefinvusicn by
peopraphic and military barriers. The PCGY ceontributed greatly toward
Furciag Jupan to retreat lo this small area.

The POGY departed Pearl Harbor on 9 September 1043 for* her third war -
pitrol, to be conductod In bLhe Palau area. 0Oa the 2o0th she gightod o Live
ship sonvoy. After o two doy chase and one unsuceessful attack, Lwo Lorpedo
hiwi ware scored on the L:rggémTreightEr of the convey to send 7000 more tous
ol suemy shipping benacth the woves. No more prey was: sighted, and on =
October 19473, the POSY relurned to Pearl Halrbor. :

On 8 November 1943 Lisutenont Commander R. M. Metewnlf, USH, relieved
Licutenant Communder Welees as commanding oflicer. The shlp departed for her
patrol aren ogzin in the Paleu Islends, on =5 Novemoor. While still enroute
to her assigned area, a large Preighter and 2 submarine tender with on es-
corting destroyer were sighted on T December 1943, In Lhe ensulng attack
three forpedoss hit and sonlk the 6,081 ton submarine tender, and one hit was
seored on the freighter. The POGY went deep and sat cut an attack ol 22
depth charges. She surfuced in the darkness to find the Irelphter dead
in the water with the destroyer cifeling her. The POGY fired two torpedoes,
both smashing hits, and the {reignter went under.

On 13 December the PCCY picked the plum of this patrol. With two
torpedoes ¢ she sealed the fate of a 5000 ton trenspori leaving Palau
loaded wilh troops. The angry escort dropped 27 depth charges during the
coumber atiack, the three close charpges caused damoge necossitating terminu-
tion of the patrol. Bhe returned to Midway on 22 December 1943 nfter only
26 days on patrol.

Formoca, the bip island lying ot the toe of the lansei Ehoto chain
wns Japan's second largest colony, and an important source of food for ihe
home Empire. Well aware of the colony's occnomie status In the Impire,
Submarine Pacific Headgquarters hod marked the Formosa area lor special
atbtention. MNew, with the war moving westward, Pormosa's impdrtance was in-
creasing in the stratcgic as well as the economic field., The isiznd stood
as the main woy-stotion on the Molays-Netherlands Indies-Philippines trunk
line to Jnpan. Linking the Bast China and the Chinw Sca, Formosn Strait
served as a "protected" waterway for Japanese shipping. The protection was
not quite litéral, for rocming the scuthern end of Formesa Strait were U. 8.
submarines.

On 5 February 1gLb this underseas maurauder departed Midway on her
fifth war patrol for an anti-shipping sweep of this Formosa area. During the
morning of the 10th : che made contact with a convoy in Bushi Channel off the
southern tip of Formosaz. BRiding herd were three Japanese destroyers. To
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Edm11r1-: MoLerlf nnd bls orsw this was so much "pogy balt", and they lqst no
Lime in mancuvcrin® to altuck wnd fire five torpedoes. The, Imperial Navy Lost

the destroger MINEKAZE, end the Juponese merchant morine lost Lthe 5,500 ton
Bt m et B ety [ARES 1'|"L MATL, Ao Lhie t.m,;uum Llt dasapged an teldd tionl
freiphtar,

The POGY then headed ourthwacd Lp the east coyst of Formmosw, and on
the 201th of Fobruary she caucht o convoy one the Tropic of Cancer. Skillrul
LupraiLh und sharp-shooting attackesent tho torpedocs slarming into the -
TATJIN (ARU, a frodghter of 5,15k tons, and one into the NANYIO MAEU, o
freighter of 3,610 tons; sinking voth. :

Throe duys later In Nansel Shoto w;tﬂrs, the POGY Llew the bottom ou
of another Treighter. With & destroyer and four "Marus" to her credit, the
PCOY hoisted the broom and headed for Pearl llarbor, arriving on & March 19Uk,

On T April she departed on her sixth patrol, which was to be con-
ducted in the witers south and enst of Japan prover. Just alter moonset
on the night of 20 April, o Jupanese submarine showed its sllhoustie. The
POCY prouwptly opened fire and the Joaponese raider was eliminated from the
repleter.

Continuing her blockade on into May, the POGY attacked and senk =2
freighter with one torpedo on 5 Muy. A counter attack ol 25 depth charges
missed ood the POSY-went blithely on her way Lo sink ancther medium freighter
on the 13jth., A 20 ton sampen was sunk by gunlire duriag the afterncon of L6
May, and five of her erew token prisoner. On the 20th o saall Lrawler woe
destroyed and on the &9th the POGY srrived buck in Pearl Harber.

She departed Pearl Hurbur on 1 Tune 194L for a West Coast Navy Yard
overhuul, arriving =t Hunter's Point, San Francisco, California on the 8th.
Op 20 June Lieutenznt CﬂmnunlLr P. G. Molteni, Jr., USH, rellieved Licutenant
Comsander Metenll o5 commanding officer.

"Having -campleted overhoul by 17 September 1944, the POGY departed for
Pearl Horbor., After a traioning perlod she got underwoy on 13 October to con-
duet her seventh war patrol, in the Nansei Shoto wnd woters south of Japan.
Mo rontacts were mode during this patrol and the ship returned to Hidway cn
2 December 1944,

On 27 December the POGY slipped out on her elghth patrol, which wos
to be conducted in the lslonds of the Wonpe Shoto. On the 1hkth an unsuccess-
ful torpedo attack wos mede on a convoy ©F three [reighters. Wo obher
opportunity to attock presented-itsell during the patrok, and the ship re-
turned to Midway on 11 Februnry 1945, On 22 February Lieulenant Commander
J. M. Bowers, USH, relicved Licutenant Commonder P. G. Molteni, Jr.,
05 commanding officer.

On 12 March the PCGY was underwoy for her nioth patrol in the arca
soulth of Tokyo Bay. On 19 April, while on lifeguard stoticn, o Liberator on
patrol strafed cod bombed the. POGY by mistake, cousing conslderable domige.
On Lhe 29th she reccusd ten Army avintors from & downod B-IQ, and gob under-
way for Sualpun Lo breoasler them. On 6 Muy she departed Salpan for Penrl
Horbor, arriving on 15 May 1945 for refit,
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2 On 2 July the PCEY’&Efnftcd Fearl Horvor for Jupan Sez on her teptn
aad lust wor patreol,  She made 2 run under the minefields.dnd patrolled in
bue "Brporor's privare ocean' until V-J day.  Hunblng wos beotter ou this

“patral. On 27 Huly the POZY soolk o large freighter with two torpedocs,
damared = 10,000 ton tanker on 2 Aupust, and on 5 August destroyed the 2,220
ton freiphtor KCTCHIRASAT MARU. She returned to Midway on 2l Aupust Lghb
with her Worid War II career completed. She departed ilidwoy on 5 September,
with her homeward bound pennant flying, for Panoma and then the east coast
of the Unitcd Stutes. She arrived ot Pohema off25 September 1945 and ot
Wosw Yoric on 3 October 194L5.

For her Cifth and slxth poatrols the PAGY wos nwarded the Navy Unit
Commendition, with the text of the citation reading cs follows;

"For outslnnding heroism in cction against enemy Japanesc
shipping and combatant units, during her Fifth War Patrol in °
the East China Sez Area, from Junuary 15 to March 8y 19h%, and
her Sixth Wor Patrol soublicast of Japan, from April T to May
29, 1g9kk. Agpressive and determined in covering her assigned
creas, the USSE FOCY pressed bome viporous altacks in the foce
of the encmy's violent countermeasures,. and altbough sus-
taining wounds under the smashing force of encémy deplh charges,
gllontly carried on. @ Despite unfovorabvle firiog conditions,
she lounched her torpedoss with devastoting speed and skill, .
sinkinz eight vesecls, including o MUTUSUMI Class Destroyer
and a Fleet Type Subtmarine for o tetal of nearly 45,000 tons,
and severcly domaging two rother ships, totalling approximately
14,000 tons. The POGY's oubstanding record in combat exempli-
fles the skill and fearless devoticon to duty of her officers
ond men, and reflects the highest credit upon herself and the
United Stotes MNaval Service.” 1
The FOGY earned eight Battle Stars on the Asiatic Pocific ATco

Service Medal for participation in the following operations:

1 Star/First anti-submarine acsessment =- 28 April 1944

*

L Star/Okinawa Guito Operztion :
Assault and occupation of Okinawa Gunlo -- 21 March - 20 April 19h5

1 Gtor/FIRST Submarine War Patrol -- 15 April - 5 June 1943

1 Star/SECOND Submarine War pat%pl -- 26 June - 16 August 1943

L SturfTHIHﬂ Submarine War Patrol -- 9 September - 28 Qctober 1943

1 Stur/FOURTH Submarine War Patrol -- 25 Novemver -- 22 December 1943
1 EtarfFIFTH Submarine War Patrol -- 15 January - 8 Morch 19ub

1 Stor/TENTH Submarine War Patrol -- 2 July - 21 August 1945
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For tlwir wctlons widle serving aboard the POGY Lhuffﬂlluwiﬁg men
roeelverd nwords: ; Rl S

Lieuterunt Cla. abder G. H. Wules -- Silver Star and a Gold Gtar in licu of &
rsﬂﬁﬂnd Silver Star
: | %
4
Licutenant Conmender R, M. Melealf -- Navy €ross and Geld Ster in lieu of a ;
second Mavy Cross. Also Legion of Merit.

Licutenant Reuben Farrior Woodall -- Silver Star 2
Licutenant MNormzn L. Sorenson -- Silver Star o
Robert T'. Hornberger ETlc. = Brouze Stor

Bamuel Kennelh Dappett Ciiille - Bronze Star !
Roymonud &. Tugsley CMile © == : Silver Star

The submarine USS POGY was decommissioned and placed in the U, 8.
Atlantic Reserve Fleet, by Directive of Junuary 1947, and is now berthed
ot New London,Connecticut.

* ¥ K o4 ¥ X

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH ] 312 feet
BEAM 27 feet
SPEED 20 knots
' DISPLACEMENT 1525 tons
COMPLEMENT ; 8 offfeers and T2 men

L e e R i R R

Complled; 223 November 1953



Built by Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company
Manitowoe, Wisconsin
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