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Prom: The Commanding Officer.
To @ Coammander Task Group SEVENTY-ONE POINT ONE.
Subjest: Special Misaion.
Reference: (a) Annex "Dog" to CTG 71-1 QPORD #5-Li.
1. In aceordance with reference (a) this veasel,

on the night of 9 January 1944, took aboard four (4) rubber
dinghies and five thousand (5,500] l1bs of supplies for
Python Two. The members and their personal gear came aboard
r&nhmufﬁ-ﬂﬂ.mﬂmmﬁqmﬂ
310 the same day.
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adequate boat facilities cn a previous mission and had the
opportunity to diseuss this phase with the offigers in charge
of Python Two. They informed me they were sognizant of the
prior diffioulties and had thoroughly ehecked thelr present
eq ani found 1t more than adequate; in faet, twice as
much as they needed as far as boat capeacity was concerned.

3. A lmill station bdll was made up to facilitate
loading and launsh of this and its equipment. Eaech
perscon in this party was thea tructed in his duties. After
fueling at Exmouth a full dress rehearsal was held in which
the boats were inflated, loaded with supplies, squipment, and
personnsl, and launched by flocoding down. The time and
arrangements for loading and launching were found satisfactory.
However, the four boats, though uadoubtedly having sufficient

mdw, were definitely inadequate as to vol and
's boat was piled high with the remaining stores.
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s We arrived off lLablan Point prior to dawn on
20 January 1944, and submerged, no signala having been seen
as yet. The day signal was spotted shortly after sunrise and
submerged reconnaisance of the coast for 7 to 8 miles either
side of this spot was made during the day.
toward the beach at 15645, rigged in the log and sound heads,
and at 1745 impereeptidbly grounded about 600 yards off the
beach. Shortly after this one of the men on shore spotted our
, waved frantically, called others from the bush
and strutted up snd down the small waving a large
Amsriean Flag. (What if we had been a Jap?). We remained
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submerged in this position until dusk about a half hour later
surfaced, exchanged reeognition Ilgg, told tham to come out,
and got all equipment topside and d as previocusly planned.
However, our plans were changed {immediately upon the arrival
of the shore party in two native boats which were large enough
to take all the gear, so the small rubber boats were unloaded
and not used. It was a black night end the lealer of the
party, Major Chester, assured us of our safety, so we took all
hands aboard for dinner. They ate like wolves. The ofTicers
and orew pitched in and gave them & tiful supply of
olothing and cigarettes, for whieh ‘were extromely grate-
ful. At 2020 they were headed for the teach, the snt

hnﬁ.ngt-kuiut two hours. Ten minutes later the
Tinose was on its wey, it's special missien successfully
completed.

D.¥. WEI=S.



P ™ . Y

. --.-%-. v e

TINOSA arrived at “xmouth

on 13 January, took on fuel,

~onducting a training . |

he Aussiles. The exerclise consisted of
Compared to the ringing three life rafts topside through
land stops made between previous patrols, : the after torpedo room hatch, 1nflating
stralia was indeed a paradise. Enough them, and loading them with 5000 pounds of
stories were accumulated there to en- . equipment and supplies. Then, with two men
tain shipmates for at least the next n each raft, the plan was to flood down
run. nd float the party off. When all was

)uring the upkeep, the problems with | ready, the forward and after group vents
dix log and the torpedo tube outer were cycled and TINOSA settled 1n the
ere given some attention, and the water. The vents were recycled with no =

as ‘ _ apparent result. The vents were cycled
-y deOanegafltllgr;n iao ne‘; 9ﬁat Solfe Cizs again and suddenly TINOSA went down fast --

_ by the stern. Bow bouyancy tank vent had
sea, and at 1310 took departure not been opened! Water was pouring through

for Exmouth Gulf under the com- the conning tower hatch before an emergency
ew skipper, Donald F. Weiss. The 7 blow could get the boat back to the sur-
oad consisted entirely of Mk XIV face. The rafts floated off Jjust glne

(A happy inovation in the con- though. They were recovered and piped
as a load of Swan Lager in the below, and, in spite of the limited success
- " of the exercise, TINOSA confidently sailed é

. B off for Borneo. o
n to “tihea sshilxpSAucsoénfaa?zénT%rl\l] Progress was slowed by many contac

patrolling aircraft which coO
 men under the command of
1 The first order of
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ntained a crew of three who were
ed 1n Malayan by one of the Aus-
No useful 1nformation was forth-

and, 1nasmuch as there were no
panese on board, TINOSA proceeded on her

way .

At 1730 a ship was sighted on the port
ow at a range of ten miles. By 1808 this
was identified as a destroyer, which, ten
1iinutes later, spotted TINOSA and turned
towards her. Weilss bent on two more main
engines and was able to evade her in the
"gathering darkness.
TINOSA continued her transit of Makas-
sar Strait toward the rendezvous point for
assengers. She arrived there
anuary, submerged at 0542, and began
tious approach to the beach. The
arty was to display a white sheet
d between two trees to indicate that
ll clear and to fix the exact site
. The signal was sighted early in
ernoon and TINOSA headed for it.
)rtly afterward it was determined tha
2 8ub was grounded and Weiss decided t
re until dark. At 1820 she surface
‘the shore.
dly, a prau came to meet TIN-
d alongside to take the land-
The occupants came aboar
e fed and given some of th
ife, of which they had ob-
ived for a long time. Th
5. group consisted of a U.S
ite Navy Yard worker,
' couts, all of whom had
an Englishman who
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ers since the beginning of host ).

, in constant danger of captur
‘emaciated appearance bespok s
tion they had undergone and -t}
"]life in the tropical jungle. \ sutl
's 1ot did not seem soO bad. 20
- left TINOSA with the Aussies and the
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e Australians had been very eager for
‘to sink an enemy ship while they
~aboard, and they (especially Major
ns) spent considerable time on the
ge peering through binoculars. They
- 0of course, disappointed 1n this:
, the same party was taken off Bor-

HARDER on 8 June and on 9 June,
'sank the destroyer TANIKAZE in the

>s Sea. Good on ya Yank!

NOSA headed for Balabac Strait which
tween the northern tip of Borneo and
Island. She transitted the strait
ight of the 21st, and on the 22nd
atrolling on the surface fifty
he west.

9 smoke was sighted to the south-
an estimated range of fifteen
d TINOSA moved into position for
1508 she submerged and man-
tions. At 1558 the convoy

in
~one destroyer leading
igged as TINOSA closed
1t was necessary to
+ The two leading
nd Weiss decided

e

S e
T
: :




	Python_2_SpecialMissionReport
	Encounter_Python2_47-48
	Encounter_Python2_49-50

