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HISTORY OF USS BOARFISH (53 327)

After four Pacific war patrols during World War II, USS
BOARFISH continued active with the fleest, making several experi-
mental crulses ineluding one under the ice of the Bering Strailt
along the Slberian coast. The submarine was then transferred,
along with BLUEBACK, CHUB and BRILL to the Star and Halfmoon ensign
of Turkey.

The keel of USS BOARFISH was laid in the yards of the Electric
Boat Company of Groton, Connecticut on 12 August 1943, The sub-
marine was launched on 21 May 1944, and christened by Miss Barhara
Walsh, daughter of Senator Walsh of New Jersey. BOARFISH was
commlssioned at the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut on 23
September 1944, and was assigned to Submarine Squadron 30. Her
first commanding officer was Commander R. L. Gross, USN.

BOARFISH departed New London on 29 October 1944, and, after
training exercises at Panama, arrived in Pearl Harbor on 2 December.
The submarine refueled and provisioned Iin Saipan and on 5 January
1945 departed for the Bouth China Sea to conduet her first war
patrol off the coast of French Indo China.

Her first attaclk came in the early morning of 21 January
when she made a night surface radar attack on a convoy of five or
8lx small ships. BEOARFISH attacked three times cver ¢ perlod of
three houra, firing 1€ torpedoes, each of which =2ppuo ntly ran
under the targets. The attack finally had to Le briker off when
daylight appesred, a:d contact was not regailned.

Ten deys l-ter BOLRFISH again attacked & convoy ol two es-
corted 6500-ton cergo ships. Gunfire from the escorts drove her
off during her first attempt, but an attack at periscope devth
produced hite in each of the merchantmen. As the submarine began
evasive actions, one of the targets was seen sinking and the other
was headed for the beach. After a minor depth charpge attack,
BOARFISH tried unusgccessfully to close the beached ship to insure
destruction. Thirty-six hours later the ship was still burning
furiously and the attack was abandoned as 1t was plain that the
Japanese would not be using her again.

BOARFISH returned to Fremantle, Australia en 15 February 1945,
returning an aviator previously rescued by CHARR. The Combat
Submarine Insignia was awarded for a Buccessful war patrol.

The submarine's second foray began on 11 March 1945, when
she departed Fremantle for her patrol area off the coast of Freéench
Ihde China. Only two convoys were contacted, and alert eascorts
folled attacks on both. During her patrol, BOARFISH carried out
two reconnalssance mlesions along the east coast of French Indo
China. The patrol ended In Suble Bay, Luzon on 21 April.
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Lieutenant Commander E, C., Blonts, USN, assumed command of
BOARFISH for her third war patrol which was conducted in the Java
Sea. The sub left Suble Bay on 16 May and patrolled for 23 days
before returning to Fremantle because of material damage.

. Her first action came when a small two-masted junk was sighted
on 27 May. A boarding party went aboard, and finding no arms,
contraband or Japanese, the junk was allewcd to proceced.

Two days lator three ships accompanicd by two escorts were
sighted and BOARFISH closed in for the kill. BShe fired four
torpedoes at the lcading ship, and then lost firing position by
temporarily losing depth control. An explosion was heard which
was taken to indicate damage to the target. Going back to peri-
scope depth, BOARFISH raised her periscope, to find it filled with
a vivid picture of a charging escort, coming in fast and close
aboard. The chart showed 240 fect of water, and BOARFISH started
down, meaning to put 215 of its between her and the eascort.

At 216 feet, however, the submarine grounded, knocking off
her sound gear and making enough noise for cven the most inattentive
gsound oporator to track, Eight depth charges quilckly féllowed,
as BOARFISH triecd fto back off her submerged hill, damaging the port
propellor in the process.

; Easing up to 180 feet, the submarine madc pood her getaway,
but the damage sustained in grounding forced her esrly return to
Fremontle, where sle arrived on 8 June 1945.

for her fourth 21 patrol, BOARFISH dcpaciwd [1on Foemantle
G 5 July. Mrom 12 t> 25 July she patrolled 1n the Jnve 3ea off
the nerth coeat of Baii and Java in a coordipated patiol directed
by the commanding officer of BLENNY., No encuwy corlaztc were made
except for planga, on: of which dropped a depth bemb on 8 July
with no damapge.

BOARI'ISH performed lifc guard duties for an Allicd Alr Force
strike on Singapore on the 29th, and spent the rect of her patrol
off the Malay Coast with no contacts. She left the area on 6
August, arriving in 3ubic Bay on the 10th, The submarine was
elongside the bonder USS HOWARD W. GILMORE when the war ended.

BOARFISH gailed from Subic Bay on 5 Scptomber in compony
wilth HOWARD W. GILMORE and 17 othcr submarines. Later she pro-
ceeded to Apra Harbor, Guam and reported to Svbmarine Squadron 36,
being assigned Lo the actlve Pacific Flect.

After & period of peacetime duty including various experi-
mental worlk, BOARFISH was transferred to Turkey, pursuant to a
Directive of Moy 1948.

USS BOARIFISH earncd one Batllc Star on ths Asiatic-Pacific
Arco Service Ribbon for the following action:
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1 Star/First War Patrol -- 2% Deccmber 1944 - 15 February 1945

BOARFISH carned the Navy Occupation Service Medal for the
period 21 - 23 October 1946,
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STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH 312 feet
BEAM 27 feet
SFPEED 20 knota
DISPLACEMENT 1525 tons
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Compldlaeds Dengniny 20
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2 Aumamt, 19

21 Ia ol

g} faptember, 19LE

Commander R,

S

Tileutenant J

= %80l leid at ileotrio Doat Company, Ship-
bullding Yard, Gretenm, Comnsaticut, * :

= Izcunched at Slectrie Hoat Cozpany, Erntaﬁ,
Connedvicut, &nd christensd by iiss Leroara ¥Walsh,
doughiter of fenator !slsh of iaw JET3UYa

= Cornissionsd st the Submarine pese, New Ionden,
Conneptlicut. Assigned to Submerins susdron 30,

Qormiesiconine Officers

L« Gross, 7.5. Havy, Commanding,
siie voreland, Elf:-;:l-l'_:" Lxacutive,

Licutenant A.0s Ilawson, U.2. lavy, Incinsaying,
Licutenant J... Diciseon, Uefollal oy Torredoes.
Lieutensnt 7.3, “psncer, UeTalislle, funnary, -

lisutenant =

Ensisn C.l.
Enslan J..

~ie Lhipps, U.Ce Havy, Cosruniestions,
:Qlﬂﬂn’ Valle fh‘”‘?. First Ilautﬂﬂﬂﬂt-
Theraton, U.3.0.Re, Assigtant Lorineering.

Cormispioning Craw

ADY, Arthur Duane 377 €9 10 T3 oeN
ATZR, Richord T1lllam 622 g7 58 Cille V=5, U TR
ATTING, Trox Torter 32 85 77 gCle V=6, UCLR
BANIR, Kenneih Otte 333 57 6} a2a L8fan]
ARIOW, srthur Clsude 403 03 18 Sille  UEW
ADE, Ceorcs Alfred 560 £8 &2 ™o V=5, Umh
BEIIIT, Mirved Jeses 813 77 73 Tolife V-6, UCHR
BETY, Jeuss :apion 284 50 ol Eida UCH
BCOUULT, Thouss _dward 233 85 40 LoliZe CoH
BCWLEM, Jeeck iord 652 6 77 Nolli2e V=0, DONR
ERCLH, irthur Thearer 837 81 18 Els T=56, UTiiR
FROWW, Carr lates 27h 57 24 e N
BURRTLL, iiobert Anthony 224 23 63 Tle UoN
CLOCTHERS, Zverett L. G466 89 68 Heiii3e V=6, U“NR
CIIILDERF, Jemes Luben. 663 26 9, Clle V=5, UZR
~50ICUZE, Fred Yayne 628 16 91 Tii2e V=6, USHR
COCERALE, Fenneth H, 811 93 &6 Loizide © V=6, Ut
Coil, Willien Ivnry 952 63 77 StiizZe Ve, 1IN}

DAVIZ, Alvin Delbert 945 03 82  stuze Veb, USNR
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DILLIOrY, Joserh Thomas 835 95 48 Mo V=06, SRR
INEITR, “11liax farry 403 87 76 e e
LINEBAR, Eobert “arion 827 7h 53 Tle V=6, TOHR
LU5DA, Rudolph John BL2 Q4 0T  £2e V=5, USKR
FURIZE, Veaar Alcyn 287 51 14 ;-v:_..ln L”I

vy Thomas iavtin, Jr. 245 .r? 16 30 van

GrRIGOX, layd *ﬂ“*&:’ 388 48 &7 ;u;u':H) sk
GERIL J, Clarence #., JYre 240 Qi C3 la TN
WCCLED :u., Glenn Foward - w?ﬁ 5K 50 Rle V=0, MR
GUNIIRS Iy lawrence Richard £12 67 41 rle v-&. UrIR
CUTT ."21.'3', chn “ine 300 49 87 nLea | GhE8y |
EAY:IZ, lowsrd 5 {llisas €0h 23 13 Glu2e V=6, USHR
t?z"-j], Dolzmey Haith 872 €3 18 f2a T=6, Usmn
ZilH, Llehard Surens 238 85 75 T3e usN
11,“.., 'y Hobert vilscm 360 34 81 .ize sy
HCI ~:;;;-'..-:, iloverd Irscderdick £07 71 %3 rls V=&, USHR
HOUCHIES, .er:",,r () 272 13 c3 {.FL-T:A;‘-.*;H{AAJ UoH
T._.-_H' L.T, fda [ay Zraa 3&'3 18 ol el 2a ih
JORDAN, £ *_:ual Ceotty, Jre 273 93 43 CIi(FA) U
XBLI1Y, John Touslus €57 &7 2 Fle V=5, U=%
Al Caoree villiam 323 67 €3 iouMle TN . :
Lev/i.CTx, ...r:nhlu Tranecis 762 31 77 £le Vb, UoNR
WARTI: 1, Jauses Lenry 653 &9 2! £lo . V=6, 17i
“QTQNALD, Thozms John bL2 00 & s 2 V=6, U IR
HellTYnE, fndrew Ceopbell 632 50 85 Tu2e Veli, USHR
UERK, Robert iiawell 207 16 09  Nouule N :
¥ORGAT, Donnld Joha JB0 71 13 CiolM(PA) UTR
LY, iatrick francis 818 C3 63 =le Vab, TN
LONTUR, Ifotert (iron 3.&‘5‘ 02 a& T{AL) LE{3),
E::l‘-:".-::f:. Tli;:’;ﬂiﬂll lucker 626 20 74 T2 V=6, UTIR
YADO, Jehn Sdmmrd €84 C% €3  7Tle V-5, UTHR
;.-!lI-L.- 115 Ironke JQHQ}:‘& 250 3? "'.;9 Fizla sl
Pil "”"i i lenry John 812 53 Eb i V=6, USNR
FINA"0H, lsls Csoar 300 L3 40  Maili2e | UEA
PI'RTCH, Roymond fdward 9,2 35 05 ©2a V=, USHR
CTTILIO, Lilchssl (n) 224 20 %3 dalkilile UER
Falnn TN .Fl*ri:d fnderson 203 17 C& ¥lo V=6, UI''R
ROBINCON, willlam rrencis 243 59 L7  Tile LN

ROUX, Jrthur Joseph, Jr, J60 47 32 mu2e UsH
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Corml m fonins Crew i f‘untinund]

BUPTRT, Richard Tals 695 80 63 Fle V-6, UMR

BIu ... raﬂil

,‘L —H'v ™~

ik

-‘-'l-'\--l.l:{'
SUTTH, 1
::11:;:1, Tale

.uword 234 37 L5 M3e 1 §
floger ©1lllam §67 70 03 s1e v-6, USHR
z\icl_;::rd Iaimestook 323 32 53 Ccuu(PA) UsH

cloan GH2 53 €2 oC2a V-5, UBNR
avne 322 01 34 TFleo usy

8707, Ioonnrd fay 57h 28 28 El3e V-6, USNR
:‘TT.‘.‘.L aily TFred T'arold &67 L3 78 520 V=6, USIHR
T:'u...al H -.L"h a—*'.uﬁa..., JT e 311 AE 15 Lallle sk |
THOMES, m ki 'mw ; 6LO L9 LL  ElZ2e V=6, U
"ﬂf'?”;x SRES urens 410 €2 77 “1a V=6, USHR
TUCEER, ! 41to: 11uur 316 56 14  crhi(aa) USH
VAUCINI, Rotert leo - 660 25 &5 Ru2e v=-6, USNR

. WALIZR,.Cherles "J% 337 73 L4 . EX2e UsN
WALITIR, Frzak lLeo 613 55 71 TFle V-6, USHR
WARNER, C 8 Ldward 352 L6 10 TiZe USH !
WISCINGER, Faul Druce 985 €4 91 Ele V-6, UsiR

29 Octoher, 1954,
15 ?Eﬂﬁmhﬂr, 10L4,

21 Yovamber,

2 Decenber, 10L4

2) Tegamber, 17LL

Sanus

Janyg

;2 Fehruary, 1945

= Ugrarted Mew london after cnnplntian of training
pl.’l:‘iﬂd-

= Arrived Fenama, condusctad training exercises.
= Teperted Pansma for Plu'l Hl:l.‘bﬂr.
= irrived Tearl Tapbor,

= Comrletad tmininl c¢xercises and voysge rlpairn.
Leparted for “iapen.

= Arrived cslaran, refusied and took on provisions.

= Dopartod for rirat war patrel in Seuth Ghi.u Sea
off cozast of Indo China.

= frrited “"a...nntla, “asmtern Austrelia, after ocome=
vletion of st “zr Tatrel, Heeslwsd rormal refit
by *uhmire amir Unit and Cemsubldy 301 Reliar
GI'“ 13 L"m. .J. MU;&YI?LE.

Pare «3- nrvATacTTon (4w



Ssa27/ AlG6=3
Serial;

COFIDERTI AL

U. 8. 5. BOARFISH (85327)
co Fleet Post Office
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

J-G Elptunbor. 19&5 .

THE FOLLONIXNG IS T FISTORY OF TIE D20, BDARPICR (29327), -

sPRUPARED 111 ACCURUALGE TIRH ALEAD FR02 o {Continuad)
15 Tebrua 13 {Continued)

11 argh, 19,5

21 2pril, 1915

8 Juns, 1945

23 Jure, 1045

2 July, 15L5

= Ite Julle Comeland, UCNHR, waas detachad,
Cormander il.li. Lindsay, dr., Uol, rencrted an
board as P.0.0. and It{ig) V.l Rathever, ra=
ported on board as CDlsetrenies COfficer..

= AL courletion of Sedsy treinins rerled,
derarted this date Tor ~econ “ar Fatrol in
South Chlna tfee, off Indo China coast.

= £rrived in fublie Bay, Philippine Ielsnds,
efter co-nletion of “acond jzr I'atrol. De-
colved normel refitl by lLellef Crew Number 2
of fubldv 281 In V.5 .2, ANTIEDON.

= QCommender R.lL. Cross, U, relieved as
Commaniing Orficer by LisuteComdr.,i.C.
Rlents, dr., UiHe Lt. A.F. Howsen, LN, was
dotached =nd Lt. J.ls Copelond, ULNR, reported
&board es ixecutive Cfflcer.

= Teparted fer Third ¥War Fatrol in Tava Fea.
The patrel wes of only trerty-three davs dure-
ation, having been terminated emrly ea a res—
ult of dezsgo received 1n tottomineg on 29 Ney s
1945.

‘= JArrived in Frementle, Veatern Australia,
after courlotlen of “hird “ar fsirol. Tacelved:
normal TeUlt oy Fellel Crew of fubllv 301 in

T v Sl T ARG !
T.Jr a." . hl..uJLI-_n-

= I%(Jz) 2.0. Velsgon, UM, wos datached and
It L.s, iTeonz, UGH, end Tnelsn R.l. Vatson, Jra.,
UsH, rerorted aboard ror c¢uty.

= Teported for Fourth War Fatrol in Java “ea

and Ffouth China Tea in eompany with U.5.0.
CilUDB and U, .. DLIZDIY.

Page <h=' NTNOTOSURE (A)"




U. 8. 5. BOARFISH (55327)
c o Fleet Post Office
-SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

sgazrs Al6=3
Serial;

30 ceptamber, 1945,
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AP TIT D.S.8. POARTICR (°=327),
-1-'.1::: % a i b -LH- Ay -;- -l nt -'-:1-: --I. e Al .I.;:.r.'\: 1 ;'-32- { driing .-:r.:..:'.l;:ﬁtll
10 fupust L - ftrrivad ia fubhleo Bay, 1‘1:111?:';&11:# Islends,

aftary couniation o Fourth ‘Yer [atrol. [acelved
nypael rolit by Tellaf Crew of Cubilv 222 in
VeSS HUMARD W, CI1LONE

26 Aurnat, 1GLS - Lt J,3, Copelsnd, UTNE, and It J.1. Tlokson,
; UZNR, wera detochaed and Insign R."E". Bllger,
* UGHR, reported sboard for dutye.

3!1 Aunsuat, 19L5 = rtz:d cubie Bay Iin coampany with 7.°

o oEe n‘l.

ITGF"AhEI We GIILORE and 17 U,l. subaarices,

. 1 fevt m*har. 19,58 = Farted oomTeny ‘E‘ﬂth Vel e HOVARD W, GI1ICRE,
“nmn:.*“* tﬂ.- Aora 0 “JJ.  Cuzm, in esnrany with

UeSialie DLINTY a::i L. o wiunbACKs irrived Zira

Fnrbar, f‘;.sm. ans‘erre& from Tubmorine Sruadrom

30 to “ubtmarime Scuadren 36 in U.5 454 SFERRY upsa
arrival.

- W A =R AR We WE W

15 Febriuery, 1945 = Credited with following dsmese to the enenyie

- gunk = 1 AKX {Ierge ©U) 6,500 tons (itteck 714)
2 : - *% AX (Larse EU) 3,300 tons (Attack ;&)

* Tonpore 13 shered with Fourtesnth Air Ferce whieh
sompleted destructicn of this ship.

51 April, 1945 = Two gpecial nicscions or' gecret nature wero
perfori=d dwring this patrol.

g June, 1545 = PBelngz credited with the following damagei-
Laszaged - 1 AD (lLarge EU) 10,000 tons

Fes €. LIONTS, J'r..
Iieutenant Cormander, U.' . Havy,
Commanding "*ffinﬁr.

Page =5- ' . *ENCLOSURE (A)"
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