USS CABEZON (S5S334)

FRE-COMMISSIONING AND COMMISSIONING DATA:

The keel of the USS CABEZON (35334) was laid at the Victory Yard, of the Electric
Boat Company, Groton, Connecticut, on 18 November 1943. 3he was launched on 27
August 1944 and sponsored by Mrs. T. Rosa Cooley, wife of Rear Admiral Cooley, U.S.
Navy. The CABEZON was commissioned 30 December 1944 at the U.S. Submarine Base, New
London, Connecticut. She was presented by W.W. Foster, representing the Electric
Boat Company and accepted for the Navy by Captain H. W. McLean, U.S. Navy, com-
manding officer of the submarine base, who then turned her over to her commanding
officer, Commander George W. LAUTRUP, Jr., U.S. Navy.

PRE=WAR PERIOD:

After commissioning, the CABEZON received thirty days of training in Long Island
Sound, during which time all sontract trials were completed. On 19 February 1945
she departed for Key West, Fleorida, where three weeks were spent furnishing services
for the Fleet Sound School, after which she departed for Panama. After eight days
of training and veoyage repairs in that area under Commander Submarine Sguadron
THREE, during which twenty-six torpedoes were fired, the CABEZON departed for Pearl
Harbor, T.H. on 29 March 1945, arriving there on 15 April 1945,

WAR NARRATIVE:

At Pearl Harbor, additional training was received, as well as the very latest equip-
ment. On 8 May 1945, a serious casualty occured when the outer doors of the after
torpedo tubes were accidentally opened, through no negligence of the ship's person-
nel, while two of the inner doors were open. The after torpedo room immediately
flooded and only through the immediate and courages action of the three men working
the room was the ship saved from loss. These men Were subsequently awarded the Navy
Marine Corps Medal for their heroism. CABEZON departed on her first war patrol on
25 May 1945. The entire patrol was spent in the Okhotsk Sea and Kurile Islands
Area, where Commander Lautrup was commander of a coordinated attack group consisting
of the CABEZON, APOGON, DACE and MANTA.

During the patrol, CABEZON made only one contact, this being in the early morning of
19 June 1945, in a dense fog. Three torpedoes were fired at this vessel, all of
which hit. The target sank immediately. The target was never sighted, but was the
only remaining vessel of a four ship escorted convoy attacked earlier by the APOGON.
CABEZCN was credited with 4000 tons for this sinking.

On T July 1945, after thirty days on station, CABEZON departed from the area and
arrived in Midway, T.H. on 11 July 1945, the length of the patrol thus being forty-
aix days. The Submarine Combat Insigna was authorized for this patrol.

The usual two weeks refit was effected by Submarine Divizion THREE TWENTY TWO, and
after a week of training and loading, CABEZON departed for Saipan, the Marianas, on
4 August 1945, arriving on 13 August 1945. A matter of hours before she was due to
depart on her second war patrol, hostilities ceased and the sailing was cancelled.
CABEZON remained in Saipan for three weeks, during which time she provided target
serviees for various surface craft. On 31 August 1945, she departed for Subic Bay,
Philippine Islands, where she arrived on 7 september 1945.
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ADUENDUM TO ZIP'S HISTORY, 7 SSFTRIEER, 1945 tu.l JANUARY, 1945

This entire period was spent at Subic Bay, Philippinc Islands, vhare

he ner Submarine Sguedren Five was formed, Submarines present srerme the

U5. Cheb, USC Drill, USS Bugars, VT Bumper, UGS Cabezon, USS Saa Dovil,
UnF sz Uog aand USS Sca Fox.

 ©f Sepuembor was spont in upkeep, and training ¢f th: arow,

anc ize srrce leys of wndoroay operations. On 30 Septemb.o, f'oh--on
a " ot PuI, for a six day reoereation perded, roiciemic to Suble
Bay on 3 fug i

-~

A1 ef ol Litanee gas ubillized for upkoop exeepe for afy dugs X
pndcrhey cporahuend

&EEP“ noto ke oof loeal urdeorway operations, Cabeowen In company with tho

other zubmoewiins of Sguadron Five, the USS Choanticl-er, ead the Dasiioyor
L.xr,;rt.J dule, Lay, & Juto, under the comrend of Rear idopirsa: Jesmgs Fifo
Lo bugard =L on *ﬂ? Tisasd cnk on 19 Novembor. Simmlossd ner grirol

tactias movrs enpduyed opainst the surface ships durirg tho twe day %rip.

A landing prrty £ coch ship was sont ashore on the islend of Itu Aba
to lock for reneinirg Japancso, after which all of th~ ship's conpany Tas
alloed e inspcet the ruins of the island,

Roturning o Subic on 23 Movonber, the remainder of tho nmonth was spent
in uplkecp and loezl apcrations.

Cabozen returncd to "anila for a veek of reocreoation on 1 Docerbor. On
15 Docomber, Snbinarine Scuadron Five, USS Chanticlcer, and the Destroyer
Dseorts, Ulsen and Slator doparted from fubic Bay for a weck cruise around
the islang of Duzon, conducting training exorcises cnroute. Short stops
rore oods in Lingeyen Eny end Cesigeran Bay end 2 too day stay was nade at
tha torm of Lognspi. The eraise mas eonplated via fan Bornardine Straits
to fubic Pay.

The comainder of the month mas spent onjoying the first peacotine

holidzy srasor I Cabncon's history.



SHIP'S HESTORY OF THE USS CABEZON (SS334)

The fleet-type submarine Cabezon was built by &she Electric Boat
Cp. at Groton, Conn., and was commissioned at the U.S. Navel Subma-
rine Base, New London, Conng,on DecEximr 30, 16LL.

After a training pericd of spproximately three montis the Cabezon
departed for Fearl Harbor, arriving there on April 15, 1645. While
at Pearl Harbor the Cabezon suffered a severe casualty in the flocd-
ing of her after torpedo rcom and as a consequence did not depart
for her first war patrol until May 25, 1945,

During her patrol the Cabezon 1s eredited with sinking one enemy

f;;gasel of?ﬁﬂﬂﬂ-tnns. A metter of & few hours before she was due to
depart on her second war patrol, hostilitles ceased and thé saliling
wag cancelled.

Immediately after the war the Cabezon was ordered to the Submafine
Base at Suble Eey, P.I., for duty. 8She departed from thesre én Jan.
12, 1946, for San Dlego.via Pearl Harbor, After a periocd of local
operations, rehabilitation leave for the crew, and upkeep for the
ship, the Cabezon returned to her home port of Pearl Harbor. The
entire stepy at Pearl Harbor was spent in local operaticns climexed
by the ginking of the ex-Japanese subtmarine I-40l on May 31l. ,

After a Navy Yard overhaul at Mare Island, Cadif., the Cabezon
returned to her home pqrt on Nov. 13, 1546, She participated in
loecel operations and in an eight-day exercise enfouts to and from
French Frigate Shoal, plus a night bombhrdment of Necker Island.

She returned

Esiwrxiwgsto Pearl Harbor on December 1k and dhmrrewriwder until
Chrlstmas madem preparations for itiextorii a forthecoming training
patrol to the Far Fast. Dn December 26, the Cabezon departed for

Semoa on the first leg of the patrol. On her crulde to the Tar



¥

{!ast the ship visited Samoa, Truk, Guem, Okinawe, Midway, and kaggﬁgid
Jepen. She returned to Pearl Harbor on March 9, 1947. In February
1948 she was nominated for the Battle Efficliency Pennant.

In October 1948 the Cabezon sailed for Seattle, Vash., in company
wlth the submarine tender Sperry and four other submarines to partiei-
pate in $laet exercises, After completing phase I of the exerclses,
the Cabezon returnmed to Pearl H-erbor, arriving Wovember 1l.

She remained there until June of the following year, when she

voyage
again sslled for Seattle, as the first stop on a twu-mnnthlzxnixxx
that IoyxoEmE

Lk iy included a two-week Waval Reserve training ecrukse to

Fleet Wing
Eodiak, g}aska; st services to the ¥Mmxxx Alr ﬁnx;x at Port Angeles,

thh.,xservices to the Canadian Wavy,

The Cabezon returned to Pearl Harbor on August 17 and operated in

Pearl Harbor
that area until September 30. She then went to thqﬁﬁaval Shipyard &t

Peard for a thres-month overhaul, which she finished December 30.

for operations out of Yoko-
On March 18, 1950, the Cabezon departed fwrxichaxWerrx¥awk.
suka,

Japan. She returned to Pearl Harbor July 29 and has overated

in that area since her return.
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