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SIRICTIED _
Froms The Commending Officer,
To 1 Tha Zecreatary ol the lavTy,
Subjecty Ship's History,
Refarences (a) ALPAC 202,
B In accordance with refercroe (a) the followinz information 1a
submitied,

2e Kool loid on 2 March 1944 at the Vietory ‘In:‘ﬂ, EuBe ﬂnmpmv,
¢ Croton, Com.

b, Launched on 4 Fabruary 19.5,

0, Snonsored h'_,r ire, G, &, WFHE of Qualker Nill,Comm,

¢y Cormissionad at the Submarins Dase, Taw London, Comn, on 25
o —-&..I' 19/ +.:'|-

8, Lisuterant Cormandor S, FII.I?FGE!. UE“I, in comrand upen come
: Hillﬂiﬁning.

20 Upon comrlssioning, tho ah'.‘l.p was glvon an evtonded awallebility
to pormdt the installstion of latzst rodar and sonar squircent at the Subnarine
Baze whila gho was fitilps cut, 1243 poriod laated until 2 Juno on which day the
ship eommerncad hoy trainine period, Trairing on 2 Jung ennsistad of alongai
training whils the shin was beins demausad,

On 3 June, tha _H_p rat undowmy for hew shakaderm and mdarway
‘training, The firat part of this intonsive training, intorsporsed by a fow days
ef avallabllity, $oc)k rloes in Long Inland Spund and the areas scuth of Montavk
Pelnt, Ths t‘.w'ﬂ e taok rlacs on 8 Juna,

i goeond part of the ahovae trailning anﬂ toating conaioted of four
days torpeds fiI"'”' at i sﬂpc:rt and the third period simalatac tha Pipst pordiod in
the fore memtioned areas excepi that durinz this lost poried the ahip eanmesntrated
on meking apmmua eng atiacking tarpoias,

: M 24 june, tka ship conplstod her training paried in tho ow Londen
aroa and was provted a few doys for usioop and £innl loadiss, On 25 Jumn, the =kip
was hoipgtad on Ulio uarine ralirvay ab liew London which proeceded to ghaor a shrove
pin when the wmilmy wes aboul ninety rercont of tha sy up. Ths ship woa to romain
in dry doclt oniy o a doy but was not abla to uniscel becavse o tha ahove easunlty
until 30 June,
. On tha ith of July tho plis demaried for Xey Veat, Florida o render

aarv'iunu to tha Sound Sehool and for a gpocial project, Thils perded lasted from
8 Ju_..r until 24 Julve '

Cn 24 July tha (TICPP'R dapavtad for Balbom, C.7, for éxorcise tore
pﬂdu Piring and ar“ivad on 28 July, Ths tmin *rr-e started immediatoly.
lasted through 7 Aupust, rom 7 August to ﬁﬁr&g 3£‘ Pl TRe HP o

L,
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ab firgt 1sadins for dorarturs ond them waiting to go in company with other ships
for training enroula Peard Hartor, _

o ‘in 12 Ansusd the CHOPPER, CORGER and MTDFECAL ravortad to ComSubPag
for iy, departed in company with the U.S.0, IZ6 FEDVORD (FP 17) for Pparl llarbor
and kld cxorcigos enraute, (ha nows thot tho war wes over was rechived tha evome
inc of the 14kh, tubt since ©o change in ordors wers recsived, ro chanzes ln daily
arills and roublng wore naode until such ordors wore mcaiwﬂ._an t?‘:a 19th, Aboud
0300, tho thres giraTines rovoraed course and laft the I (EIFMHD %o cowtimua har
voyoe alonee “hoy er—ived in Palboa on 24 Auruste

“a ULOPYER was the firat of thias group of submarines to be ready for
duty end the lagh to Teceivn orders for derarture fron Dalboss Thio period at Calboa
wan rsilined for resveanizing the nersonnsl and matorial situation for peaca times.
Very fow operations wors conductieds .

" 7innlly, on 3 Soptombter che derarted from Calbos, again enroute %o
Pearl Tarhbor whera che arrived on &1 Sophenter.

Se FILIFFOIE,
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CanSubPaeid
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QWeleome Aboard!

U.S.S. CHOPPER 55-342
Submarine Squadron Twelve Key West, Florida

During World War II the submarine force, comprising less than two
percent of the U.8. Navy, accounted for almost 65% of enemy ship—
ping losses. In the early days after Pearl Harbor it was our sub-
marines which, almost glone, held the line in the Pacific. They
ranged the length of the Japanese Empire, carried the war to the
coasl of the Home Islands, and penetrated the Inland Ses almost

at will. By the conclusion of hostilities they had swept the Pac-
ific clear of enemy war and merchant shipping, rescued hundreds

of allied aviators downed in the sea—and even destroyed at least
one railroad train.

The officers and crew of CHOFPER take pleasure in welcoming
you aboard. We are proud of our heritage, our ship and its miss-
ion, and are honored to share them with our guests. We sincerely
hope that vou will enjoy your visit, and that when you leave you
will carry away a better understanding of the men, complex mech-
anisms and systems that make the submearine uniqgue.

Commander Donald L. Forbes, USN
Commanding Officer



History of USS CHOPPER (55342)

The USS CHOFPPER (55-342) was built by the Electric Boat Company,
Groton, Connecticut, and commissioned on 25 May 1245, CHOPPER
deperted for the war zone in the Pacific vie the Panama Canal in
July of that year. The conclusion of hostilities between the Uni-

ted States and Japan occured before CHOPFPER entered the combat
zone and she was diverfed to the Philippine [siands.

CHORPER remained in the Western Pacific aren uniil early 1946.
returning in March to San Diego, California, where she remained
for three years. In July 1945 CHOPPER was awarded the Battle
Efficiency Pennant for ontstanding performance in the fleet.

In March 1948 CHOPPER returned to the Atlantic, reporting for
duty as an operational unit of Submarine Squadron FOUR in Key
west, Florida. Tn July 1250 she was again awanded the Battle
Efficiency Pennant, Between September 1950 and April 1951
at the Electric Boat Company CHOPPER underwent conversion
from a fleet~type submarine to a streamlined Guppy-type, refurmn-
ing to Key West in April 1951,

For the past fifteen years CHOPPER has operated out of Key West,
transferring to Submarine Sguadron TWELVE in the summer of 1858,

During these years CHOPPER successfully completed three tours
of duty with the U.8. SIXTH FLEET in the Mediterranean and par-
ticipated in five major NATO exercises. She apgain was awarded
the Battle Efficiency Peppant in 1957, 1963 and 1964.

In April 1962 the President of the United States, John F. Kennedy,
yvisited CHOPPER during an inspection of Key Weslt Military in-
stallations.

CHOPPER'S most recent Mediterranean deployment was completed
in Angust 1865, During 1966 she made port visits to Curacao,
Metherlands Antilles; Trinidad; Cartagena, Colombla; and Ocho
Rios, Jamaica durting & one month Carribbean deployment.

In July of 1967 she was again awarded the Battle
Efficiency Pennant for Submarine Divisionm 121.

CHOPPER is currently commanded by Commander Donald L.
Forbes, USH.



A Few Focts About The CHOPPER

Type: Guppy 14

Bullding Yard: Electric Boat Company, Groton,
Connecticut

Launched: 4 February 1945

Commissioned; 25 May 1945

Approximate Cosi: $ 7,000,000

Crew: T4

Officers: a

Length: 307 Feet

Displacement: 18289 Tons, surfaced

Armament; Six torpedo tubes forward, four
aft

Guppy 1A Conversion: September 1550

Propulsion: Surfaced—4 diesel engines—diesel

electric drive

Submerged—storage batteries or
diesel-electric propulsion using
the snorkel

Epeed: 18 knots, surfaced



To help you anderstand what you see, the following is a very brief
description of {he compartments vou will see walking through the
ship from forward afi.

FORWARD TORPEDD ROOM: The bow nest of torpedo tubes
occupy the forward end of this compartment. Here also sitteen
members of the crew sleep side by side with the spare torpedoes.
The access through which you entered is the EMBIZENCY escape
trunk.

FORWARD BATTERY: o called because of the forward half of

the main storage batiery, which occupies the space below the deck.
This also is the officer's and chief petty officer’s living compart-
ment and the site of the ship's office.

CONTROL ROOM: This is the nerve center of the ship. Practic-
ally zll the controls necessary (o submerze, operaie and surface
the =hip are found here, The conning tower, directly overhead, and
the Radio Room at the after end of the room are not open to visi-
tors for security reasons.

AFTER BATTERY: This space contains the other main storoge
battery, as well as berthing, messing, and washroom facilities for
the crew.

FORWARD AND AFTER ENGINE ROOMS: Here are found the four
diesel engines, sach coupled o a large generator, The generators
are used to charge the batteries and/or propel the ship. Distill-
ing plants, air compressors, refrigeration and air conditioning
machinery are also found in the EREine rooms.

MANEUVERING ROOM: The “cubicle ocoupying the forward
half of this compartment is used to direct electrical power Into
the batieries or main motors, of from the batieries to the main
motors. The ahead or astern direction of the propellers and the
speed of the main motors which drive the ship are controlled from
this station.

AFTER TORPEDO ROOM: Aslide from its smaller slze, this room
is basically the same as the FPorward Torpedo Room.
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