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HISTORY OF THE DOLPHINS

In vhe early 1820's the Navy, searching for a dis~-
tinctive insignia to be worn by submariners, requested
the firm of Bailey, Banks and Biddle of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, 1o subsit a design for an emblem.

This Tire tvook Intvoe comnsideratcion the fact that
dolphins or porpoises, are the tradiciaonal attendants
10 poseidon, mythical Greek God of the sea (later cal-
led Neptune by the Roman=)}. Poseidon was the patran
diety of sailers, and this coupled with the fact
that dolphins have beoen, since ancient times, symbolic of
a calm sea, and sometimcs called the sailor®s friend,
made them & natural choice for submariner®s insignia.

After approving the design subhmitted by Baily, Banks
and Biddle, . the NWavy made “Change No. 1 to Navy
Oniform Recsulations of 1024°% which tead in parct: TA
gold dolphin pin, shal] be worn by all officers cer-
tified tTo be gualified for commanpd of a spbmarine.™
On the same dare, all enlisted personnel considersd
qualified for submarine duty were ordered to sew an
embroidered veplica of “dolphins® to their sleeves.

On Kovember 16th, 18931, just seven years later, the
privilege of wearing the gold dolphin pin was extended ta
include all officers who were gualified for gencral
submarione duty. Originally all of these dolphin de-
vices were to be worn only w®hile on duty in, or
in connecrion with a submarine.

During World War Two a dolphin pin made of silver
came into existence and denoted that am officer that
wore it had qualified in submarimes while an enlisted
man. Later, the enlisiedimern wore this pin, rTeplac-
ing the embroidered emblem which they had wora on
cheir sleeve.

Although mever officially recognized prior to 1824,
there i reason to believe that the dolphin symbol
a5 used informally for some time prior to that date.
#why, 15 not known, but making an educated puess, it L=
asgumed 1that-dolphins were chosen becavse of the
similarty beiween the manner in which these fish swam
and a3 subzarine operatez. In the early davs of sph-
marines, when periscopes had not vet rome into genecral
use, boacs were [Torced to surface Fregquently In
order to take brarings and maintain their courses.
This movement =as often referred to as “propoising”.
Porpoise and Dolphins, of cowrse are roughly synon-
¥MOus.

Toaday, dolphins are the symbol ol qualification worn
by submarine personnel. Refore am officer or enlisted
man mway wear this embler, ke must demonstrare a
thorough knowledpe of all comparttmenis, Syste=ms.
machimery and eduipment of the entire ship. He must
then he examined by an offliter,; or board of officers
to prove his knowledge, [pon successful completion of this
examinatién he is designated “Qualified in Swbhmarines®
and is eligible 1o wear the dolphins.



LIEUTENANT COMMAKDER WILLIAM BIGGAR
COMMARD NG OFF [CER

Licutenant Comsmander William Biggar. = pative of Ameshury,
Massachusetls, graduated Trom the U.5, Naval Academy in the
Class of 1954. Suhsequent o gradeation from the Naval Academy
in, £954 he Seeved o the destrover 055 DEHAYEN (DD T2T) until
entering the subsarine service im June 1955. Following Sub-
marine School he servod -in the USS RATON (SSHE 270) and was on
the conmissioning crew of the U35 BONEFISH (55 582). This was
followed by a ftour as Assiszant Operations Officer onp the Staif
of Commander Submarine Flotillas SEVEK at Yokesuka, Japan and: as
Executive OFficer «of the USS GREENFISH (55 351).

He reports to the RAZORBACK from the 5taff, Commander Subma-
rine Force, D.%. Pacific Flest where he served as Assistant
Operations Qificer.

LCDR Riggar is married to the lormet Ann Goodmanzon af los
Argeles, California. They have three children, Brian, Alexandra,

and Margaret.
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U.S.S. RAZORBACK SS-394

The US55 RAZORBACEK (S5 392) was launched in Japuary 1844 an
Portsmouth Naval Skipyvard, Portsmouth; New flampshire.

in April 1044 the RAZDRBACK was comsiissioneéd and reporred for
duty ro Cosmander Suhmarine Force. U.S5. Pacific EBleel in July
1944,

During her wartime service, the RAZORBACK conpleted Five
successful war parrols, claiming her share of Japanese shipping,
capturing three Japanese prisonars, and rescuing [ive dosned
American pilots.

The RAZDRBACE was privileged to share in the making of Haval
History when she was present in Tokya Say for the signing of the
ancenditional surrender by the Japanese aboard the battleship
MISSDURE.

With the world at peace the RAZORBACK returned to Submarine
Squadron ONME at Peard HWarbor. GShe participated in varlous flect
exercises and simulated war patrols hefore being transferved
ta Submarine Squadron SIX at Korfolk, Virgimia, in April 1850

for similar dutys



In August 1952 the RAAZORBACK was decommissioned at Portsmoutn
Maval Shipyard, Portzmouth, ¥.H., incidental to her conversion
to a GUPPY 11-A type, which gave RAZORBACK a greater underwater
capability including 2 snorkel systien.

The RAZORBACKE was recommissioned in January 15!54 and reported
to Squadron THREE in May 1954 where she has remzined until the
present. Her operations have included manmy trips 1o the Wesi-
ern Pacific, and various local operations, and designed to bring
the ship's readiness up to a maximum. In August 1863, while
returning from the Western Pacific, she saved seven lives as she
picked up ¥ice Admiral Bogen, DSN {Re:.) and qtﬁtr crew members
from the sinking yacht FREEDOM 1.

In August 18G7 ;hile conducting ASW exsercises in Southern
California operating areas. two members of a downed exercise
aircraft were rescued and safely returned to San Diego.

On 10 M¥ay 1968, Lieutenant Commander William BIGGAR relieved

as Commanding Officer.




HISTORY OF THE SUBMARINE

Throughout history, the element of surprise or
ambush has been one of the most valuable weapons
available to land armies. Naval commanders, however,
had diffieulty in surprising their enemies. The only
place to hide on the ocean is under it., For this
reason military leaders have long been interested in
a vessel which could operate under the wabter. The
history of the development of this type of vessel is
a true story that reads like ficstion.

The American Revolufion saw the first big sted in
the development of the submarine, David Bushnell of
connecticut, while a student at Yale College, devised
a means of exploding gunpowder underwater. To pro-
vide & method of getting his underwater bomb attached
to warships of the enemy, he built a submarine, solv-
ing in a few months a problem that had troubled some
of the world's best minds for centuries. He called
his little one-man craft which was completed in 1776--
the *"Turtle't

A4 submarine built by the confederate forces during
the American civil War, became the first undersea
vessel to sink an enemy warship under combat condi-
tions. Named the “Hunley'!, after the firm which huilt
her, the 1little wvessel attacked the Union corvette
USS HOUSATONIC in the harbor of Charlestown, South
garolina on February 17, 1864. The submarine was
propelled by eight men turning cranks connected to
the propeller shaft and was armed only with a gun-
powder torpedoe at the end of a fifteen foot pole.
when this erude homb exploded, it blew a hole in &he
side of the Union vessel, which sank immediately-but
also pulled the ‘‘Hunley® down with it.

Use of the submarine hy the Confederates came to
the attention of John Phillip Holland, a school-
teacher in cCcork, Ireland, who was to conceive the
design of the first submarine commlissioned by the
.5, Navy. In the early L860"'Ss, Holland came to the
United States determined £o create 2 workable sub-
marine boat. After designing and building several

submarines whieh went unsold, he succeeded in in-
teresting the Secretary of the Navy in the submarine
idea. On three oecasions (1888, 1889, and 1885) the
Mavy Department appropriated funds for a submarine



and opened bidding. No action was taken on the first
two bids but on the third, Holland's design was
chosen in preference to seven Others submitted
and he was contracted to build the submarine “Plunger:
fiolland foresaw her failure due to specifications and
rostrietions imposed by Navy authorities. Immediately
he started building another boat based om his own
desizn and under his o¥n supervision. This ship the
#polland” was completed in 1398. Omn April 11, 1800;
the USS HOLLAND was accepted by the Navy and becane
the first submarine unit of Ehe United States Navy.

since that time, steady Drogress has been made
in fmprovements in submarine=z. From a crude pasoline-
powered vassel, only 53 feet long, displacing ahout
5 tons . and carrying a grew of gi¥, the' sdbmarine
has prosressed to ptomic-poweared giants, brioging
real ity to the dreams of Jules Vermne.

Germany showed the rest of the world what could
be done with an efficient submarine force during
the First World War; she made greater use of them
than any obther nabion. Germany repeated this lesson
again during the early years of World War Two when,
with a beginning of but 57 submarines, she came
elose to strangling world commerce. However, it was
the D.5. sSubmarine Service in Lhe Pacific Ocean
durine World Rar Two which reanlly exploited the
underses warship to the fullest measure.

Thiz gallant force, with less than two per cent of
total U.S. Navy personnel strenpgth, sank almost &0
per cent of the total Japanese shippineg sunk (1,200-
merchant =ships and 201 naval ships.)



RAZORBACK WHALE “OUR NAMESAKE"
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