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HIZTORY OF USt SPIKEFICH (&= bob)

Ust SPIKEFISH (55 LOL) ie nesmed for the murlins or spearfishes in the
fish femily Istiochporidsae. The name '"Spikefish” is usually epplied to the
striped marlin of the Pacific, scilentifically known ss Meikeira mitsukurii,
occurring along the Celifcrnis coast and southward off the coast of Mexico,
across the Pacific Ocean to Jopen ond New Zealend. The tpilkefich is
conceded to be one of the most spectaculasr fighters takea on rod and reel
end is often described as "jumping fireworks."

ULE SPIKEFIEH (55 4Ch), a submerine, was built by the Navy Yard,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Her keel was luid on 29 Janusry 1944 and she
was launched on 26 April 1944 under the sporsorsaip of Mrs. Harvey Wilson
oore, Jr., widow of Lisutanaat Moore who perishesd with the loss of
submarine PICKEREL in 1943. The ship was placed in commission on 30 June
194k when Commander N. J. MNicholas, UEN, sssumed command.

EPIKEFTEH remained at the Portsmouth Nevy Yard for outfitting until
3l July then conducted training in the Portemouth-lew London érea. Lhe
departed Portemouth on 16 teptember for & training period et Balboa, Cansl
EDEE, until & Oetober, then saliad to arrive at Pearl Harbor on 23 October
1okl

On 15 November 194k SPIKEFICH departed Pearl Harbor on her first war
patrol which was conducted in the Kurile Islands and Okhotek tea area., The
only centacts made were jdentified as Russian ships and were not attacked.
Lhe returned to Midway or 1 January 1945. £the sailed from Midway on 26
January to conduct her second war patrol in the Nansel thoto area. On 24
February she sttacked a convoy of six freighters and four escort vessels.
the fired a spread of six torpedoes at two of the frelpghters and heard
three timed explocions as she dived to escape & string of eighty depth
charges dropped by the escorts. On 5 iarch she was held down by several
enemy patrol vessels after unsuccessful attack on two ships of a convoy.
the returned to Pearl Harbor on 19 March 1945.

On her third war patrol, :tPIKEFISH deperted Pearl Harbor on 19 April
1945 and steemed to Guem in compeny with submerine URAGONET, The two
submerines arrlved at Guam on 1 Masy and SPIKEFISH depurted on 5 May for
lifeguard station off the eest coast of Formosa. HNo aviators were forced
down ip her patrol area by 26 May when she was directed to take station off
Leklshime we lifegusrd for carrier pilots. ihe bomburded the Miyara eirstrip
on Ishigaki Jime on 5 June and two days later rescued a fighter pilot who
crashed some twenty miles from that vieinity. E£he returned to Guam on 13
June 1945,



USs SPIKEFIEH (Lt LOL)

On & July 1945 SPIKEFI:H departed Guem for her fourth war patrol.
After lifepuard statlon patrol In the vielalty of Banpo fhoto she made an
upevenltiul search in the Yellow Eea, then toolk lifeguerd stution off
thanghai. On LlAugust she destroyed a 250-ton Japanese sea truk and
took three survivors aboard as priecners of war. During the eveaning of
13 Auguet she mede radar contect with e surfaced enemy submarine and
subseguently lost contact when the enemy dived. Pelieving the enemy had
proceeded in a westerly direction snd surfaced, LPTHEFIGH chanpged course
and agaln esteblished contact shortly after midpight. the tracked the
enany from ahead uptil dava thea closed for two torpedo hits and ths target
was cbeserved to slnk in a lerge cloud of smoke., bhe then ¢losed the scene
and after much difficulty, menapged to take cne survivor prircner by
looping a lifeline around his neck end hsuling bim aboard over the fantall.
In this actlon LPIKEFILH sauck Japanese submarine I-373 (1660 tons).
SPIKEFILH received orders to cease hostilities on 15 Aupgust and arrived
at Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, on 21 August. After transfer of the prisoners,
Bhe departed the next day for return to Pearl Harbor, 31 August 1945.

On 6 Septexmber 1945 SPTKEFIEH departed Pearl Harhor, erroute in
compeny with submurine HOE to the east coast of the Unlted {tates. Gthe
transited the Purama Cenal on 23 feptember and arrived at the bubmarine
Base, New London, Connecticut, 29 Leptember 1945. Lhe sailed from New
Londen on 25 October to participete in the Navy Day celebration at
Charleston, fouth Carolina, returning to the Portemouth Navy Yard for
overhaul (1 flovy 1945 - 15 Feb 1946). che was attached to tubmarine Sguadron
TWO and based her operations at New London, engaged ia tralning of
student officers snd men of tha submarine school. This duty was intervened
by overhsul at Portsmouth (7 Apr - 22 Sep 1947% & training cruise to Bermuda
(25 Gep - 2 Oct 1947); end a cruise of service to the Fleet tonar,&chool,
Key West, Florida (19 Jan - 20 Feb 1948); and overhaul in the Philadelphis
Navael Ehipysrd (16 May - & Jul 1948).

On 16 July 1348 SPIKEFIitHd departed Ilaw London as purt of a task group
which included PIPER (£8 409}, TORO (&5 422}, ARGONAUT (55 k73), and
PETREL (AER 14). 'The task grobp conducted coordinated attack exercises
enroute to tentiagn, Cuba, arriving 22 July. Three days later EPTKEFISH
comuenced a8 serles of three-day trainipg cruises for reserve midshipmen
inhéﬂeﬂl areas of Guentanemo Bay. Ethe returned to New Leoncon 13 Ausust

Quy,

CPIKEFILH continved operations from New London until 30 April 1955.
During local cperations ot thet port she enpaged in soner and weapons
training for students of the subwarine s&hiool; conducted student practice
dives; and exercised with sircraft of various petrol sgquadrons in the
eérea of the Virginia Cupes. £he mede periodic cruises Lo the Caribhean to
take part in Atlantic Fleet exercises; conducted exercises wil*h aircraft of
Patrol squadrons at Jeclieonvilla, end Key West, Florwda. the also made brief
practice cruilses to Beruvda, 3ritish West Indiee; ond Halizex, Nova Ecotia.
Overhaul periods were epent in the Portsmouth Faval thipyard, Philadelphia
Navel Shipyard, and the Churleston Naval thivyard.
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L Ust EPIKEFIEN (L& LON)

On 30 April 1955 LPIKEFIGH departed New London, enroute to the
Mediterrenson in company with PIPER (L& 4OU). She arrived ut Gibraltar on
26 July for fuel ard departed on 27 July to join units of the Sixth Fleet
at Phaeleron Bay, Creece, on 5 August 1955. After exercises with British
submarine HML TRENCHANT out of shodes Bay, she engaged in combined meneuvers
with unite of the Royal Hellepic lavy in the operating area of fuda Buy,
Crete. Lhe then conducted a schedule of treining maneuvers in the Malta
cpereting areas, followed by visits to Cartagena, Spain; and Monsco, France.
She departed Gibraltar or 26 September and returned to New London on ©
October 1855,

CPIKEFICH resumed operations while based at New London through 31
December 1956, Training duties and meneuvers in local vperating areas
were alternated with anti-submerine warfare exercises snd Atlantic Fleet
trainirg meneuvers extending along the eastern seaboard to principal ports
of the Carivbean. Ehe made several practice cruises to Halifax, Nova Seotia,
during this period and also performed service for the Fleet Lopar tchool,
Key West, Florida. Overhsul vas completed in the Portsmouth and Brooklyn
Naval thipyerds.

cPIKEFICH earned three battle stars and other awards for cperations
listed below:

1 Star/INO JIMA OPERATION
Assoult and Uccupation of Iwo Jima: 15 Feb - 6 der 1945

Star/OKINAWA GUNTO OPESATION
fissault And Occupation of Okinawa Cunto: 9 May - 8 Jun 1945

1 Star/ANTI-SUBMARINE ASSESSMENT: 13 Aug 1945

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE MEDAL (Europe): 26 Jul - 27 tep 1955

LIST OF COMMANDING OFFICERS

CDOR N. J. Richolas, USN: 30 Jun 1944 - 24 Mar 1945
COR R. R. Managhan, UEN: 2h Mar 1045 - 24 Feb 10LE
CDR W. C. Thompson, Jr., USN: 2k Feb 1946 - 19 Jun 1947
CDR J. W, Reed, USH: 19 Jun 1947 - 10 Jun 1949
CDR J. A, Leonurd, UEN: 16 Jun 1949 - 1& Oct 194¢
CDR W, A, McGuiness, USH: 18 Cet 1089 - 26 Aug 1951
LCDR A. R. Christiansen, USH: 26 Aug 1951 - 29 tep 1952
LCDR J. G. Hudson, UsN: 29 Lep 1952 - 24 fep 1954
LCDR J. J. Love, Jr., UEN: 2Y Lep 1954 - 14 tep 1956
LCDR H. H. Caldwell, USN: 14 Lep 1956 - 21 fApr 1958
LCDR L. B. Findly, ULN: 21 Apr 1958 -



Utt CPIKEFILH (25 40b)

ORIGINAL ETATISTICS

LENGTH OVER-ALL:
EXTREVME BEAM:
LTANDARD DIGPLACEMENT:

Tons:
Mean Draft:

GUBMERGED DISPLACEMENT:

Tons:

DEEICGNED SPEED:
Surfaced;
Submerzed:

DESIGHED COMPLEMENT:
Officer:
Enlisted:

ARMAMENT:

Torpedo Tubes:
decondary:

TORPEDOES ;

311'6"
a7'3"

1526
153"

2391

20.25 knots
6.75 knots

6
60

(10) 21-inch

1) 5"/25 caliver

1) 40-mn.& (1) 20-mm.
{ﬁ) .50 caliber
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4 Compiled and Stenciled

30 Jan 1959 (ks)
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