heard: osw D8
flashy ships; and thers mslso»the
unknown drudges of the 8 But,
whatever-‘ the. personalit;
omething that: is built upithrough
ears.of- uﬂdcs»whicb:cmat be}
‘changed overnight—and which can
be passed. om; reborn to-live anew,.
" for the-good of the navy“and the
gfaater glory of our country:: Just|
“86- have: We: had. more: than-one
 Enterprise: inc our-navy, more than.
& thamy one| -

; gger
mzﬂng across the far fumg:E

-’ wreak: vengeance UDOI: the enemy
* srhich. had strucle—our: great Pa~

. - cific-fleet below the belt:’ She was.
[~ ‘a vesmsl-which-ranked among' the
. -: foremost in doing .damage-to:. the

. 9oe—and’ she gave hee'all for: the

U eause of freedom among men. .
"'f'caFor in: March, 1945, U.S.S.. Trig-
‘ger sailed from Guam on what was

| ards thres: Irelghter : weres sightecL

" mght;;f‘rigger fired all; of her tor-
'pedaeds., { When - she- departed . the |~

. |- following,: that™ 'I‘rig’ger’ ‘became|

In- th&days whan we hs& sgg:y few 2

'she -attacked. a- comzcy coraposed |

types-and 20 to-25° eseezt& Un=

"' {0 be her 12th war patrol. She sank

% | the: United ‘States;: wherever: sume}
‘surviving member- of‘the; crew “of.
- v{TngerEmay be,? his;tthouhts willi
n | bexattuned: to: Groto 30

-1, | thesways:into: the- launthing ‘basin; :

She-had: just arvived:inithe area—
‘| north: of Formosa—and in ‘that one

‘sceneyshe left  behind her-two gi~
ganticx ‘fires. billowing:huge: clouds|
| of /blagk oi} smoke. inta: the: dark]
skies#as  two of the:three- tankers
‘were: gutted by: theiz {ncandescent
cargos-Althird tankerand éne: of
the: afrsighters- wag- sunle-andaw
additlonal ship++ darnaged - before
Trigger:ran: out’ of“f.orpedﬁes o

. ? ti R i
durmg* the mon?.hy “impoediately

knowm asg: tha convny‘, k.ﬂler 5 Undew

of -gome- 45 vessels; ‘estinmated “at
20 -merchant  -vessels <of “various.

fortunately: she -hadnostime: to
obeerve:results of hervattack but: é

wag:immediately: subjected: to =
vicious-~and unremitting’ depth-
bombing ‘- during which;. at  times, }

thengwthé huga;vessek ‘slid down '. g A
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_dered to shift her operating area

- closer to the coast of Japan. There

" on that dark March night, another
 submarine was ordered to make
- rendezvous with Trigger. All night
1 long her radio-sent out :the ° - call,
. and @ all night- long-:the only
“ answer:was- silence. Gradually féar
. for the%.safety of” their friends
'\ commenced to grow: among the
i crew of that other submarine. .
i Heedless of Danger - :
{ Tor threeinights in successlon
,;uhe lay: on the surface: south of
i Kyush\r and, heedless of danger to
herself, ‘unceasingly - sent'out the
 unrequited call. -There was always
the chance that some easily ex-
plained circumstance had prevent-
ed Trigger from answering. But
after the-third night a message
% was sent to Pearl Harbor stating
\ ! that Trigger- had not answered.
. They could not bring themselves to
\ say that she might be gone..
i)

But gone she was, the victim of
! a combined aircraft and destroyer
“attack several days before. Now
she lies off the coast of the south-
ernmost island’ of Japan-—one of
the 42 submarines we lost to.
enemy action during ‘the: war—
along with the hulks of “some 2,000
Japaness vessels which she - and

G

> W%sm@ia

heurs.must have come. Tngger:
received, a terrific battering-—and |-
a less-sturdily- constructed ship,
or-6ne‘manned by a less expert
or determined crew, might have}
been-lost. As it was,. shé finally|.
managed to shaké herself clear—
and & -few days- Iater,-:'damages -
temporarily repaired; she met al|;
target more her size. - Once more, ||
and for:the last time, as it turned

fury* swell within her, -her seventh.|;
convoy :within her: grasp. = Fivel
ships she sank that night—though
Jdp records later could verify only
.two—and two- of -the remainder,
in confused flight,.ran aground.
Back to Firing Line .~ .-

Some months later, completely
-repaired and overhauled, she an-
nounced her return on the firing
line by sinking two . ships and
damaging  a third in two separate
attacks. Then the silence of the
deep- sea claimed her;. and, she
passed from the ken: of . ‘men. .

And so as the. new' Trigger
slides down the ways at the Elec-
tric Boat-Co. at 4:45 p. m. tomor-
row,  there will be both gladness
and tears. Gladness . because a
warrior 'is returning to.our navy

to take up the sword and shield

} her sisters took with them. S

command hig brxlham: blcnde hau'
marking: him:"from- the v rest;
Comdr.’ Davicr ‘R. Connols;. USN.

‘Led’ Submanne Force oo
: But'thoss who-remember Trig-
: ger best remember-her-in happier
Y days’ when she. ‘was a -cocky, rol-
" licking, brawling ship—when, fora
“ time, she led: the' submarine force
:in - damags “inflicted upon - the
= 7 enmerny, and kept. a ‘carefully laid .
out :“Triggernometer”, cataloging:
beneath a tiny  silhouette- of each
“sunken. or damaged ship the num-
“ber—of ;- torpedoes used- and the
“number ‘of depth~cba::ges received
in return.,
“Trigger the: fxrst, é88237) was
buﬂt in "Mare Island, Calif. and
_ commissioned in  January,.
Her sponsor when'she was launched
“was Mrs: Sally Vernon;. wife.- of
' Vies Adm, Walter - N. < Vernon,
USN: She had five' commanding
officers: Jack H. Lewis; Roy S.
. Benson, Robert E. Dornin, Freder-
"ick. J.. Harlfinger and- David R.
Connole——-and she made-a record to
~ be remembered in. the submarme
. force.: -
: She is- remembered for mstance,
;a8 the. vessal which laid a mine

oS R T €

-2 fleld just rorth of Tokyo Bay and"

.less- than 45 minutes.later watched

1942.

S .Q;?
et «zhichfwwiefﬁe‘th wben ,ﬂze
ﬁrst Triggar: dxe&i: tercan'y,omthe

59

E ger, and who heuwith her yet, m

of

A never-to-be-forgottan corner:

son; who was Mrs. David-R. Con-

nole, and who- will' christen the
new Trigger; on hand to salute
the new vessel will-be Mrs. Henry
Connols, -mother- ¢f Commander
Connole; who- will. be- matron of
honor, and Richard Alan Connole,
his- son.  Also* present will“: be
three of her  four: surviving: skip-
pers, .and ‘several of her old crew.

- Keeping the old: traditions: alive
{3 important to® the navy, and ua-
derstandably: so:.) It is for: this
‘reason, perhaps:as: ‘much as-any |
'other, that. the-two - men' who
served longest in. the. old Trigger, |
who- participated’ in almost all of
her-distinguished eareer, have been-|
ordered as: part of the commis-
sioning crew: of the new- submzb
rine.. © E e

Also on ha.nd will be Waiter Pye
Wx]son‘ -chief’ 'steward, . USN, -a&
veteran of 11 war-patrols: in-Trig-
ger I; and watching: proudly from
the crowd on-shore-will be H. Ro
Brown, five patrols D. T. McLeod, ||
seven: war" patrols, and Howard
Spence of’ Manchester, elght wat

an enemy: freighter and:. escort i

patrols.:: =
s But tho audiencb wzll not be

out; Trigger felt the ‘destroying {{
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