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From the Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships,
(1976) Vol. 6, pp.267-268.

SALMON

Salmon: A soft-finned, gamy fish which inhabits
the coasts of Americaand Europe in northern latitudes and
ascends rivers for the purpose of spawning. Salmon are
highly valued for their rich, succulent meat.

SSR-573

Displacement:
Surfaced: 2,334t.
Submerged: 3,168t.
Length: 350'6
Beam: 29'1
Draft: 16’4
Speed:
Surfaced: 20.5k.
Submerged: 15 k.
Complement: 95
Armament: 6 21 torpedo tubes
Class. SAILFISH

SALMON (SSR-573) was laid down on 10 March 1954 by the
United States Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth N.H.; launched on
25 February 1956; sponsored by Mrs. Albert M. Bontier, widow
of the late Comdr. A. M. Bontier who was lost when submarine
SEA WOLF (SS-197) was sunk during awar patrol in the South
Pacific early in October 1944; and commissioned on 26 August
1956, Lt. Comdr. Robert R. Hale in command.

SALMON, the second of aclass of two radar-picket
submarines and the largest and most powerful
conventional-powered submarinesin the United States Navy,
conducted her shakedown cruise between 19 February and 10
May 1957, ranging from Newport, R.I., to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. She departed Portsmouth for the west coast in late
May, transited the Panama Canal on 3 July; visited Callao,
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Peru; and proceeded to San Diego, Cdlif., arriving on the
25th.

SALMON conducted local operations in southern
Californiawaters, as a unit of Submarine Division (SubDiv)
33, until she began her first western Pacific deployment on
23 September. She sailed via Pearl Harbor and Midway to
join the 7th Fleet off southern Japan on 19 October. For
the remainder of the year she participated in fleet training
exercises and specia operations, with port calls at
Y okosuka, Japan; Hong Kong, B.C.C.; Manilaand Subic Bay,
Philippines; and Kaohsiung, Taiwan. SALMON departed
Y okosuka on 31 March 1958 and returned to San Diego on 19
April.

Resuming local operations, SALMON remained in the San
Diego areafor therest of the year. From 6 January 1959
until 30 May, she underwent overhaul and limited conversion
at Mareldand. Giving up alarge radome from her
superstructure, she gained instrumented missile guidance
capability and improved, longer range sonar. SALMON then
prepared for her second WestPac deployment.

SALMON departed San Diego on 17 July and sailed to
Pearl Harbor where her crew received missile guidance
training, then proceeded to Japan and joined the 7th Fleet
on 21 August. She operated with thefleetin Allied
training exercises, provided services for other 7th Fleet
surface and subsurface units for training purposes, and made
visits to various ports, before returning to San Diego on 14
February 1960.

Through 1960 and 1961, SALMON operated from San Diego
with occasional visitsto San Francisco, Astoria, Oreg.;
Tacoma and Port Angeles, Wash.; and Esquimault, British
Columbia. On 1 March 1961, she was reclassified SS-573;
and, on 1 November, she was reassigned to SubDiv 52.

On 1 June 1962, SALMON departed San Diego for her third
WestPac deployment. She visited Papeete, Tahiti from 13 to
16 June, then proceeded to Y okosuka for duty with the 7th
Fleet. She subsequently operated with ASW hunter-killer
groups in fleet exercises and often engaged in free-play
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battle problems with individual surface units. During this
deployment, she visited Hakodate and Sasebo, Japan; Naha,
Okinawa and Hong Kong, B.C.C. SALMON returned to San Diego
on 20 December and became flagship of Submarine Flotilla 1;
and, in addition to that distinction, was awarded the Golden

"E" for excellence in battle efficiency for the past five
consecutive years, which rated her as the leading submarine

of her divison. SALMON was the first submarine to earn a
Golden "E" and was to better that record by winning
hashmarks signifying retention of that status during 1963

and 1964. On 3 June of the latter year, she put into the

San Francisco Naval Shipyard to undergo FRAM Il conversion.
Departing the yard on 19 April 1965, as a modernized "GUPPY
[11," she moved to the Puget Sound, Wash., areafor

evaluation and sound tests. She then returned to San Diego,

to resume local operations, on 4 May.

SALMON commenced her fourth WestPac deployment on 23
August. Shejoined Submarine Flotilla (SubFlot) 7 of the
7th Fleet on 14 September and conducted operations in
Japanese and southwest Pacific waters until returning to San
Diego on 20 April 1966. SALMON's fifth deployment to the
western Pacific was from 20 March to 4 October 1967. During
this tour, she provided servicesto 7th Fleet units
operating off Vietnam in support of operations to counter
communist aggression in southeast Asia. In September, she
rendezvoused with ballistic missile submarines ULY SSES S.
GRANT (SSBN-631) and KAMEHAMEHA (SSBN-642) somewhere in the
Pacific to act as a simulated target sub for training in
antisubmarine tactics.

Through the spring of 1968, SALMON underwent overhaul
at San Francisco in preparation for support of the DSRV
(Deep Submergence Recovery Vehicle) program, to evaluate
submarine rescue and salvage equipment at extreme depths.
On 1 June, she was redesignated AGSS-573 for her role as
mother sub and underway submerged launching and recovery
platform for the experimental mini-subs. However, delaysin
the program resulted in her return to San Diego for local
operations, following preliminary trials at Puget Sound.

She subsequently sailed on 25 October for her sixth WestPac
deployment.
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In November, SALMON visited Y okosuka and Hong Kong.
>From 4 to 19 December, she conducted specia operations off
the coast of Vietnam, and, from 26 December 1968 to 10
January 1969, she participated in SEATO exercises out of
Sangley Point in the Philippines. She then returned to
Y okosuka and then proceeded to Sasebo for special operations
before returning to the United Stateson 5 April.

SALMON arrived at San Diego on 25 April and conducted
local operations for the remainder of the year. She resumed
her former designation as SS-573 on 30 June. On 3 January
1970, she departed San Diego for her seventh WestPac tour.
In February, she conducted type training in the Philippines
with submarine HARDER (SS-568) and her sister sub, SAILFISH
(SS-572). From there, she visited Buckner Bay, Okinawa;
Bangkok, Thailand; Sasebo, Y okosuka, and Kobe, Japan; and
Hong Kong B.C.C. She returned to San Diego on 27 June and
resumed local operations. She remained so employed for the
rest of 1970 and throughout 1971.

SALMON departed San Diego on 17 February 1972 on her
eighth deployment to the western Pacific. In April, she
rescued survivors from the Japanese coastal freighter KOEI
MARU #2 which sank about 30 miles south of the entrance to
Tokyo Bay. In July, shejoined units of the Royal
Australian Navy and Air Force in an antisubmarine warfare
exercise. SALMON departed Pago Pago on 13 August and
re-entered San Diego on the 26th.

She remained on the west coast for the remainder of
1972 and for the first five and one-half months of 1973. On
16 June, she headed west for what was to have been her ninth
deployment to the Far East. Upon her arrival in Pearl
Harbor, the deployment was canceled due to damage to her
number three and number four main engines. On 10 August,
she sailed back to San Diego to prepare for overhaul.
SALMON entered Mare Island on 17 November and commenced
overhaul nine days later. Asof mid-June 1974, sheis still
at Mare Idland.

SALMON was stricken from the Navy Register on 1

October 1977. She was disposed of as atarget on 5 June
1993.
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SALMON

i

SALMON; in the broadest sense, the ecommon name of
fish family Solmonidae, which includes salmons proper,
trouts, and chars. Commonly, the term is wsed for the
Atlantie  salmon (Salme salar) and the six species of
Pacific salmons (Oncothynchus).

The adult Atlantic salmon averages ahout 10 1b. King
salmon average about 23 1h., but individuals of 50 to 80
Ib. are not uncommon. Chum salmon average about 10—
12 Ib., Cohoe Salmon, 7 — 10 lb.; Sockeye, 4 — 7 lb., and
Pink salmon 3 < 6 |b.

Pacific salmon are anadromous; i.e., they live most of
their life in the ocean, but as adults they return to the
stream where they halched in onder 1o spawn,

Spawning grounds may be close to the sea, but the
king and the chum salmons swim more then 2,000 miles up

)

SO T

the Yukon to spawn in its headwaters, Sockeye ascend the
Fraser River for more than 700 miles to spown enst of the
Alaska panhandle. The migrating hordes of salmon, com-—
pelled by inatinct, fight rapids and leap high falls until
thl’!}' reach their notal slreams, r||'|:i'l.rl‘,|r pini-: salmon spawn on
tidal flats where the waler becomes salty on every tide,

Atlantic  salmon, although fished commercially in
cerlain arens such as [celand, Newfoundland, and the Guil
of 5t. Lawrence, are valued chiefly as a sport fish, Fish—
ing rights are leased for large sums along rivers in Furope
and Canada, The king and cobe salmons are prized sport
fish in the large rivers of the Pacific coast. The com—
mercial fishery of Atlantic salmon nets only a few million
pounds annua]l}', bul that of the Pacilic salmon is cloge

to 2,000,000,000 lbs,
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CDH Harold A. BUNCH, Jr iz a native of Macon, Georgia, e
graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology eaming a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Industrial Management and received his Ensign’s
commission through the MHOTC program in 1961, After serving in
U535 PLYMOUTH ROCEK (L5D=29) he attended Submarine Schoal in
1963, Subsequent tours in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii were in US5 BREAM
(55=243) and USS GREENFISH (55-351). In 1968 he rewrncd o
Submarine School as an instructor in submarine lactics in the Officers
'I'l'uining ]_'Ir_-purlmunl and later became assistant e the Director of the
department.  In 1970 CDR BUNCH completed Polaris Navigation
training and was Navigator and Opemtions Officer in USS ROBERT
E. LEE {S5BN=601) (B  He bocome Exeeutive Officer of LSS
CORPORAL (55-346) at New London, Connecticut in 19720 When
CORMOHAL  was  decommissioned CDH BUNCH reported 1w the
Mavil Postgraduate School,in the Anti Submarine Warfore curriculom
and was awarded the Master of Science Degree in Systems Technology
upon his graduation in Marcl 1974,

CDE BUNCH is marmried to the former Mary Susan Chichester

of Macon, Georgia.



HISTORY OF THE USS SALMON (SS 573)

SALMON is the third submarine of the .5, Navy to
bear that mame.  The first SALMON (S5 99 was commis—
sioned B September 1910, She later changed her number
ta (D 3) and npul'uhrt] ot of Mew Lnn:]uur Conneclient
during World War I In March 1922, she was placed out

ol commission amd sold as a holk,

The sccond SALMOMN (85 1B2) was commissioned
15 March 1938, She was the first of the new 'S' closs
submarines that were built in accordance with the London
Treaty of 1935 that placed limitations on armaments of
the signatory powers. During an illustricus World War 1
career, SALMON (35 182) made eleven war patrols and
accountad for 24,107 tons of cnemy shipping,  She waos
awarded the Presideatial Unit Citation andnine battle
starz.  In October 1944, after living four torpedoes for
hits on o Japanese Tanker, SALMON was subjected to
a Turious 1[:9.1|.Lh. L‘.!Jarging l:}' four escorl vessels rr_;-rt:ing
her Lo surface 1o avoid sinking, She stocd—olf her assail-
anis with well directed gunfire and limped away under
cover of a rain squall, Her injuries were loo grave lo
justify overhaul ond she was subsequently reticed from
service,

The present SALMON (35 573) was constructed from
the “kecl-up™ as a submarine radar picket ship. She was

given extra length to house the complex electronic equip-—
ment used to fulfill her task as an eary warsing ond
aircraft control ship. Upon completion of the evaluation
of the Submarine Radar Picket Program in 1961, much
of her eleclronic equipment was removed.  The additional
space was then converted for use as a plolting center
and crew's berthing, She now caries oot the same tasks
a3 her companion submarines of Submarine Group FIVE,
located in San |.'I'l|':5u, California. SALMOMN has |iu|:|u}l|':d
to the Western Pacific arca many times, the most ecent
deployment  being completed in March, 1977,  Salmon
completed o sucessful South American  deployment (U=
nitaz X¥I[} in October, 1975

SALMON is one of the last af the 1.'|:|I|irr*.|1liur|.a”}'—
powered submarings to be constructed.  In addition to
being the longest diesel=powered submarine in the U5
Mavy, her outstanding performance of duty won her the
coveted E' award [or excellence seven consecutive
years, from 1958 through 1964, a record equalled only by
a few !:'\.I!ip.'i in the N'rl'.'}'. In fizecal YEAr 1971 SALMON
received her second consecutive “E' and was acelaimed
as the only diesel submarine to repeat winning thiz award
in the Pacific during 1970, Her two recent “E"s [or a
lotal of eleven make her one of the few ships to win as
many awards.

The offlicers and men of SALMON welcome you aboard
and hope that your visit will be pleasant and enlightening.
Please feel [ree to ask questions concerning our “'home",



THE SUBMARINE

In addition to the normal mechanisms rec[u{nr_d 10
operate it on the surface, o sulmarine contains speciol
equipment and tanks that enable it to dive and surface.
Consequently it has more than twice the amount of equip—
menl that a surface ship requires,  This, coupled with
its small size, makes it the most compacl vessel afloat.
Still, the submarine is designed and amanged along simple
and logical lines and in spite of the apparent confusion
of valves, lines, 1anks, and wires, everything in the ship
is situated logically and with an eye to ensuring max—
IH:lll.l:li'l' erfi!:it*.llt‘.}'.

Very little of the pressure hull, which iz designed
to withstand sen pressure, is wisible from outsides the
submarines What you see instead is the superstructure,
which floads as the ship submerges, the sail, also free—
flosding exeept for the waterlight conning 1ower, and the
ontside of the hallast and fuel tanks, which almost
completely surrounds most of the pressure hull,

When the diving alamm sounds, hydrualically operated
wents are open above each of the main ballast tanks, As
the trapped air mishes oul, water enters thmugh Flood
ports at the bottoms of the tanks, destroying the ship's
booyancy,  After the ship submerges, water is adjusted
in variable ballast tanks to give the ship exact neutral

buoyancy, allowing her to maneuver freely in three dimen—
siong under the Euil:]l.'uu:n af her rodder and di".liu[.: ]:J.'mnH.
To surface the submarine, the vents are shur and high
pressure air from storage tanks is blown into the main
ballast tanks, forcing the water out the flood ports, This
restores the ship's buoyancy and it bobs to the surface.

The pressure hull houses most of the ship's machinery
and provides the living quarters for the crew.  Intermally
it is divided into eight compartments, separaled by
pressure—proof doors. The ninth compartment, the conning
tower, is located above the control room.

The ship's propellers are twrmed by electric motors.
On the swface or when snorkeling, power to the motors
comes from diesel—powered generators. When sulmerged
and not snorkeling, electric power is drawn Trom the
batteries which are charged while the diesel engines
are running.
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