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PRESENTATION 

of 

U.SJS. THRESHER (SSN-593) MEMORL\L

U. S. Navy Chapel, Portsmouth, N. H. 

Saturday - 3 August 1963 - 1100

INTRODUCTION 

PRAYER 

CDR Karl G. Peterson, CHC, USN 

LCDR Kevin Keaney, CHC, USN 

PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL CDR Dealll Axene, USN 
First Commarnding Officer 
of U.S.S. THRESHER 

UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL R. L. Estes, IC-2
P. D. La Riviera, HM-1

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MEMORIAL . RADM C. J. Palmer, 
USN, Commander, Ports­
mouth Naval Shipyard 

PRAYER 

TOLLING OF BELL 

1.JCDR Asa W. Jones, CHC, USN 

"Living Memorial Organ" 

NAVY HYMN WITH CHIMES Mr. Nelson Ward 

HISTORY OF THE USS THRESHER (SS(N)593) 

The USS THRESHER (SS(N)593) was the lead ship of the 

world's most advanced class of nuclear submarines. She was 

the result of experience gained in nearly 47 years of submarine 

design and construction work at the Portsmouth Na val Ship­

yard. In early 1956 the design of the ship was begun. 

On 28 May 1958 the keel was laid. THRESHER was 278 feet 

long, 32 feet wide and displaced about 4300 tons when sub­

merged. The pre-commissioning detail was assembled on 1 

June 1960 and began the arduous task of organizing and train­

ing the crew to operate this new prototype. 

History was made by THRESHER at her launching on 9 July 

1960 when she became the first submarine ever to be launched 

bow first. After thirteen more months of dedicated, tireless 

labor by the skilled men and women of the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard, THRESHER was commissioned on 3 August 1961 

and made ready for sea. 

THRESHER has been and is a source of great pride to all the 

military and civilian personnel of the Portsmouth Naval Ship­

yard and the U.S. Navy. She performed every assigned mission 

with efficiency and effectiveness. In the performance of her 

duties in the great continual struggle to preserve world peace, 

THRESHER and the 129 gallant men aboard made the su­

preme sacrifice. These men and this ship have not served in 

vain. 



Mr. Fred P. Abrruns 
LCDR Philip H. Allen, USN 
Tilmen J, Arsenault ENCA(SS)-P2, USN 
LTjg Ronald C. Babcock, USN 
Ronald E. Bain, EN2(SS)-P2, USN 
Mr. Daniel W. Beal, Jr. 
John E. Bell, MM1-P2, USN 
LT Robert D. Biederman, USN 
LCDR John H. Billings, USN 
Edgar S. Bobbitt, EM2(SS)-P2, USN 
Gerald C. Boster, EMS(SS)-Pl, USN 
George Braceyn, SD3(SS), USN 
Richard P. Brann, EN2(SS)-P2, USN 
Richard Carkoskl, EN2(SS), USN 
Patrick W. Carmody, SK2, USN 
Sti:ven G. Cayey, TM2(SS), USN 
Mr. Robert E. Charron 
Edward Christiansen, SN(SS), USN 
Larry W. Claussen, EM2(SS)-P2, USN 
Thomas E. Clel!lents, ETR3(SS), USN 
LT Merrill F. Collier, USN 
Mr. K. R. Corcoran 
Mr. Kenneth J, Critchlty 
Francis M, Cummings, SOS2(SS), USN 
Mr. Paul C, Currier 
Samuel J. Dabruzzi, ETN2(SS), USN 
Clyde E. Davison, III, ETR3-Pl, USN 
Donald C. Day, EN3(SS), USN 
Roy O. Denny, Jr., EM1(SS)-P2, USN 
Mr. Richard R. DesJardins 
Peter J. DiBella, SN, USN 
Mr. George J, Dineen 
LCDR Michael J. DiNola, USN 
Don R. Dundas, ETN2(SS), USN 
T1-oy E. Dyer, ETl(SS)-Pl, USN 
Mr. Richard K. Fisher 
Ellwood H. Forni, SOCA(SS)-Pl, USN 
Raymond P. Foti, ETl(SS), USN 
Larry W. Freeman, FTM2(SS), USN 
Gregory J. Fusco, EM2(SS)-P2, USN 
Andrew J. Gallant, HMCS(SS)-P2, USN 
Napoleon T. Garcia, SDl (SS), USN 
John E. Garner, YNSN(SS), USN 
LCDR Pat M. Garner, USN Ex. Off. 
Robert W. Gaynor, EN2(SS), USN 
Robert R. Gosnell, SA(SG), USN 
LTjg John G. Grafton, USN 
William E. Grahm, SOC(SS)-Pl, USN 
Mr. Paul A. Guerette 
Aaron J. Gunter, QMl(SS), USN 
Richard C. Hall, ETR2 (SS)-P2, USN 
LCDR John W. Harvey, USN, C. O. 
Norman T. Hayes, EM1-P2, USN 
Laird G. Heiser, MM1-P2, USN 
:v.J:arvin T. Helsius, MM2, USN 
LTjg James J,. Henry, Jr., USN 
Leonard H. Hewitt, EMCS(SS)-P2, USN 
Joseph H. Hoague, TM2(SS), USN 
James P. Hodge, EM2, USN 
John F. Hudson, EN2(SS), USN 
John P. Inglis, SN(SG), USN 
Mr, Maurice F. Jaquay 
Brawner G. Johnson, FTG1(SS)-P2, USN 
Edward A. Johnson, ENCA(SS), USN 
Richard L. Johnson, RMSA, USN 

Robert E. Johnson, TMC(SS)-Pl, USN 
Thomas B. Johnson, ET1(SS)-P2, USN 
Richard.W. Jones, EM2(SS), USN 
Edmund -J. Kaluza, SOS2(SS)-P1, USN 
Thomas C. Kantz, ETR2(SS), USN 
P..obert D. Kearney, MMS, USN 
Donald D. Keiler, IC2(SS), USN 
George J. Kiesecker, MM2(SS)-P2, USN 
Mr. D. Keuster 
Billy M. Klier, EN1(SS)-P2, USN 
LCDR Robert L. Krag, USN 
George R. Kroner, csa, USN 
Norman G. Lannouette, QMl(SS), USN 
Wayn,, W. Lavoie, YNl(SS), USN 
LCDR John S. Lyman. USN. 
Templeman N. Mabry, EN2(SS)-P2, USN 
LTjg Frank J. Malinski, USN 
Richard M. Mann, Jr., IC2(SS), USN 
Julius F. Marullo, Jr., QMl(SS), USN 
Douglas R. McClelland, EM2(SS), USN 
Donald J. McCord, MMl(SS)-P2, USN 
Karl P. McDonough, TM3(SS), USN 
Sidney L. Middleton, MMl (SS)-P2, USN 
Mr. Henry Moreau 
Ronald A. Muise, CS2, USN 
Ja.'nes A. Musselwhite, ETSN(SS)-P2, USN 
Donald E. Nault, CSl(SS), USN 
Wa:lter J. Noonie, RMC(SS), USN 
John D. Norris, ETl, USN 
Chesley C. Oetting, EM2-P2, USN 
Mr. Fr;mklin J. Palmer 
LTjg Guy C. Parsons, Jr., USN 
Roscoe C. Pennington, EMCA(SS)-P2 
James G. Peters, EMCS-P2, USN 
James G. Phillip;;,i, SOS2(SS), USN 
Da.n A. Philput, EN2(SS)-P2, USN 
Richard Podwetl, MM2-P2, USN 
�11'. Robert D. Prescott 
John S. Regan, MMl(SS)-P2, USN 
James P. Ritchie, RM2, USN 
!'ervia Robinson, SN, USN 
Glenn A. Rountree, QM2(SS), USN 
Anthony A. Ruehetski, ETN2, USN 
James M. Schlewe, EMl(SS)-P2, USN 
Benjamin N. Shafer, EMCM(SS)-P2, USN 
John D. Shafer, EMCS(SS)-P2, USN 
Joseph T. Shimko, MM1-P2, USN 
Burnett M. Shotwell, ETRSN, USN 
Alan D. Sinnett, FTG2 (SS), USN 
LT John Smarz, Jr., USN 
William H. Smith, Jr., BT1-P2, USN 
Ronald H. Solomon, EM1-P2, USN 
Mr. D. Stadtrnuller 
Robert E. Steine}, SOl(SS)-Pl, USN 
James L. Snider, MM1-P2, USN 
Rodger E. Van Pelt, IC1(SS)-P2, USN 
David A. Wasel, RMSN, USN 
Joseph A. Walski, RMl(SS)-Pl, USN 
Charles L. Wiggins, FTG1-P2, USN 
LTjg John J. Wiley, USN 
Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS)-P2, USN 
Mr. Laurence E. Whitten 
Ronald E. Wolfe, GMSN(SS), USN 
Jay H. Zweifel, EM2-Pl, USN 
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