




file:///D|/Navy/08/Upload/jpgs/SSBN-641%20Simon%20Bolivar%20history.txt[4/17/2012 8:50:43 PM]

From the Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, 
(1976) Vol. 6, p.511.

SIMON BOLIVAR

        A South American soldier, statesman, and revolutionary 
leader, Simon Bolivar was born in Caracas, Venezuela, in 
1783.  He fought under Francisco Miranda in a revolt against 
the Spanish in 1810 but was forced to flee.  He planned and 
led another revolution in Venezuela (1815 to 1818) which was 
successful.

        Bolivar raised a small army in New Granada (now 
Colombia) and defeated the Spanish at Boyaca in 1819 and was 
subsequently made president of the new republic of Colombia 
with almost supreme power.

        In 1821, Bolivar marched south to Quito, Ecuador.  In 
August 1824, his army defeated the Spanish in the battle of 
Junin which, with General Antonio Sucre’s victory at 
Ayacucho in December, freed Peru from Spain.  Bolivar 
organized a new republic, named Bolivia, in 1825.

        Simon Bolivar died on 17 December 1830 on his estate 
near Santa Marta, Colombia.

SSBN-641

Displacement:
        Surfaced:  7,320 t.
        Submerged:  8,250 t.
Length:  425’
Beam:  33’
Draft:  32’
Speed:  20+ k.
Complement:  122
Armament:  16  Polaris missiles; 4 21 torpedo tubes
Class:  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

        SIMON BOLIVAR (SSBN-641) was laid down on 17 April 1963 
by the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Co., Newport 
News, Va.; launched on 22 August 1964; sponsored by Mrs. 
Thomas C. Mann; and commissioned on 29 October 1965, Comdr. 
Charles H. Griffiths commanding the Blue Crew and Comdr. 
Charles A. Orem commanding the Gold.

        In late December 1965 and most of January 1966, the 
submarine underwent demonstration and shakedown operations.  
The normal routine for fleet ballistic missile submarines is 
for the Gold Crew to make a patrol and then alternate with 
the Blue Crew.  The Gold Crew successfully fired an A-3 
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Polaris missile off the coast of Cape Kennedy on 17 January, 
and the Blue Crew completed a successful missile firing two 
weeks later.  In February, the Gold Crew continued shakedown 
operations in the Caribbean.  The following month, her home 
port was changed to Charleston, S.C., and minor deficiencies 
were corrected during a yard availability period.  Beginning 
in April, the Blue Crew prepared for and conducted the first 
and third regular Polaris patrols.  The Gold Crew meanwhile 
entered the training period and later conducted the second 
patrol, finishing the year in a training status.  SIMON 
BOLIVAR completed her third deterrent patrol in January 
1967, operating as a unit of Submarine Squadron (SubRon) 18.

        This routine continued until 7 February 1971 when the 
submarine returned to Newport News for overhaul and 
conversion of her weapons system to Poseidon missiles.

        SIMON BOLIVAR departed Newport News on 12 May 1972 for 
post-overhaul shakedown operations and refresher training 
for the two crews which lasted until 16 September.  The end 
of 1972 found the submarine back on patrol.

        Into August 1974, the Blue and Gold Crews have 
alternated in keeping the fleet ballistic missile submarine 
on deterrent patrols, providing the United States with 
instant retaliatory capabilities in case of attack.

        [Deactivated while still in commission in September 
1994, SIMON BOLIVAR was both decommissioned and stricken 
from the Naval Vessel Register on 8 February 1995.  She 
entered the Navy’s Nuclear Powered Ship and Submarine 
Recycling Program in Bremerton, Washington on 1 October 1994 
and finished in on 1 December 1995.  When she emerged from 
the program, the former ballistic missile submarine ceased 
to exist as a complete ship and was classed as scrapped.

Internet web site:
        United States Naval & Shipbuilding Museum
                www.uss-salem.org/worldnav/usa/decom.htm

Transcribed by Michael Hansen
mhansen2@home.com

Length : 425 ft. , Beam: 33 ft. , Displacement: 8200 tons submerged
  
The USS Simon Bolivar (SSBN 641) was named for the hero of South American 
independance. The original forty-one Fleet Ballistic Missile (FBM) submarines 
were named for statesmen and heroes of the American revolution or those who 
contributed greatly to the cause of freedom in their own land.
The keel for the USS Simon Bolivar was laid on 17 April 1963 at Newport News 
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Shipbuilding. She was the thirty-first FBM and fifty-fifth nuclear submarine to 
join the U.S. fleet. Bolivar was the second of 12 boats in the USS Benjamin 
Franklin (SSBN 640) class. The Bolivar was launched on 22 August 1964 and was 
sponsored by Mrs. Thomas Mann. The Bolivar was commissioned on 29 October 1965, 
the principal speaker was Admiral Thomas H. Moorer who was CINCLANT. The first 
Commanding Officers were Cdr Charles H. Griffiths (Blue) and Cdr. Charles A. 
Orem (Gold).
In March 1966 the Simon Bolivar joined SUBRON 18 homeported in Charleston, SC 
and commenced making Polaris deterrent patrols. On 8 August 1967 Bolivar 
collided with a cargo ship about 70 miles SW of Charleston causing moderate 
damage.
In 1970 USS Simon Bolivar received the Meritorious Unit Commendation. Bolivar 
returned to Newport News Shipbuilding in February 1971 for overhaul and 
conversion to C-3 Poseidon missle capability. With overhaul completed in May 
1972 the Bolivar resumed making deterrent patrols as a member of SUBRON 16 from 
Rota, Spain.
In October 1974 Bolivar returned to Charleston and SUBRON 18. The ship was 
awarded the Battle "E" for fiscal 1974 and also awarded the Providence 
Plantation Award for most outstanding FBM in the Atlantic fleet. The Bolivar was 
also awarded the Battle "E" for 1975 and 1976. 
In February 1979, following her 40th patrol, the Simon Bolivar entered 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, NH for overhaul and conversion to C-4 
Trident missles. Upon completion of overhaul the Bolivar returned to her 
homeport of Charleston in January of 1981 as a member of SUBRON 16. She 
continued to make patrols while being refit from Kings Bay, GA and was awarded 
the Battle "E" for fiscal 1982. Bolivar did a Trident test shoot in the summer 
of 1983 under the command of Capt. Leon F. King.
In February 1985 Bolivar underwent refueling overhaul which was completed in 
November 1987 when she then returned to SUBRON 16. In 1989 Bolivar was awarded 
her fifth Battle "E". In August 1990 USS Simon Bolivar observed 25 years of 
service with a "Recommissioning Ceremony and Reunion" which was attended by over 
250 past and present crew members, including both commissioning COs.
On 1 April 1994 the Simon B. stood down and was removed from patrol status as 
one of the last three of the original forty-one SSBNs. USS Simon Bolivar was 
struck from the opsub list in October 94 and decommissioned on 12 Feb 95. 
Bolivar completed 1040 dives and surfaces during her career.

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the MERITORIOUS UNIT 
COMMENDATION to
USS SIMON BOLIVAR (SSBN-641)
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:
For meritorious achievement during a period in 1970. USS SIMON BOLIVAR, a 
nuclear Polaris submarine, conducted a highly successful and extremely important 
submarine operation of vital interest to the national defense of the United 
States. The superb execution of this operation attested to the professional 
skill, resourcefulness, dedication, and attention to detail of the officers and 
men of USS SIMON BOLIVAR. Their inspiring performance of duty was in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.
(signed)
John H. Chaffee Secretary of the Navy
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USS SIMON BOLIVAR
(SSBN-641)
dp. 7325 tons (surf.), 8251 tons (subm.); l. 425'; b. 33';
s. 16k (surf.), 21k (subm.); td. 1300'; a. 16 missile tubes, 4-21" tt. fwd.;
cpl. 14 officers - 126 enlisted men (each in 2 crews); cl. "BENJAMIN FRANKLIN"
Keel laid down by Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co., Newport News, VA, 
17APR63;
Launched: 22AUG64; Sponsored by Mrs. Thomas C. Mann;
Commissioned: 29Oct65 with Cdr Charles H. Griffiths [B], Cdr Charles A. Orem [G] 
in command;
Decommissioned and struck from the Navy List 1OCT94;
Disposed of through SRP at PSNS 8FEB95.
In March 1966 the USS SIMON BOLIVAR (SSBN-641) joined SubRon18 homeported in 
Charleston, SC and commenced making Polaris deterrent patrols. SIMON BOLIVAR 
returned to Newport News Shipbuilding in February 1971 for overhaul and 
conversion to C-3 Poseidon missile capability. With overhaul completed in May 
1972 SIMON BOLIVAR resumed making deterrent patrols as a member of SubRon16 from 
Rota, Spain.
In October 1974 SIMON BOLIVAR returned to Charleston and SubRon18. The ship was 
awarded the Battle "E" for fiscal 1974 and also awarded the Providence 
Plantation Award for most outstanding FBM in the Atlantic fleet. SIMON BOLIVAR 
was also awarded the Battle "E" for 1975 and 1976. In February 1979, following 
her 40th patrol, SIMON BOLIVAR entered  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME 
for overhaul and conversion to C-4 Trident missiles. Upon completion of overhaul 
SIMON BOLIVAR returned to her homeport of Charleston in January of 1981. She 
continued to make patrols  while being refit from Kings Bay, GA and was awarded 
the Battle "E" for  fiscal 1982. SIMON BOLIVAR did a Trident test shoot in the 
summer of 1983.
SIMON BOLIVAR was decommissioned and struck from the Navy List 1 OCT 94 and 
subsequently disposed of through SRP at PSNS 8 February 1995.

Compiled by SUBNET from "UNITED STATES NAVAL SUBMARINE FORCE INFORMATION BOOK" 
-- J Christley
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