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THE SHI? AND CREW

The U35 SEORCE WASHTINGTON CARVER (SSEN 556) wee the thirty-
geventi Fleet Palllatic Mizsile Submarine to folin the fleet. Serving
as part of the United States Detsrrent Forcs, she has the capabflity
to carry sixbeen lMewy (=3 Poseldon missilea, The endurance and
mobility provided by her muolesr reactor propuleicn system enohles
CARVER. to cover glmast any target onm earth. The ship is four mundred
twerty-five feet in length and has 2 submerged. displacement of eighty-
bwo undred tons, equivalent Yo a light crulser. CARVER's complement
1z twelve officers ard ane hurdred twenty-clgnt enlisted men,

The keel of the GEDRGE WASETNGTON CARVER {SSEN 656) was lald 24
fugust 1984 at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Compery,
Hewport News, Virginda,

The =hip was launehsd on 18 fugust 1965, and sponsored by Miss
Marian Anderson, the world rensned fmerican opera singer. The
launching speaker was W. Willard Wirtg, Secretary of Labor.

In May, 1966, the ship began a seriss of four ses trisls, Riding
the shlp on the Tirst tris) wers Vice Adeirsl H.G. RICKIVER, Mrecter,
daval Reastor Division, Atomie Enersy Coemission snd Deputy Comander
Naval Ship Systems Comand, amd Vies Admiral V.L. LOWRANCE, Commarder
Submardne Foree, U.5. Atlentiec Fléet. Both proolaimed the trial g
success,

The submarine was comissioned on 15 June 1566 with Dr, Luther
H, Foster, President of Tuskerzee Tnstitite ss the prineipel spesker,
Assumdrg comend of the ship wes Captain H.D. DONAVAN, Comanding
Qfficer of the Blue Crew. Lieutensnt Comander C.J. LIDEL wes the
rirst Comanding Officer of the Gold Cpew,

After completing a serie= of ehakedewn erulses, which inoloded
the Isinching of a Folards missfle more thon 1500 nautleal miles
into an Atlantic Ocean target area, the CARVER camenced her Polards
deterrent patrol cycle in December of 1566,



COMMARDER  Gregory B. WILLIAMS was borm  in  Floral
Park, New York in 1943, He attended high school ip Elmont ,
Kew York and the University of Notre Dame for one year prior to
entering the U.5. Hawal Academy in 1963. Fe graduated and
was commissioncd in 1966, having earned a Bachelor of Science
Degree.

COMMANDER WILLIAMS attended Haval Submarine
School after graduation and completed Maval Nuelear Propul-
Fion Program Training in *are Island, California, and Ballstoa
Spa, New York, He reported to USS pACE (ssk 607} in
February 1968 where he served as Communicator and Main
Propulsion Assistantc.

In Hay 1970, COMMARDER  WILLIAMS Teturned Lo Lhe
Nuclear Power Traising Hnit, Ballston Spa, New York as = StafE
instructor for two yedrs.,

In May 1972, COMMANDER WILLIAMS  reported o 1sSs
TAUTOG (858 639) as Eoginear OFficer and  in Deceshar 1975
to USS PLUNGER (58N 595) as Operations OFficer and Navie
gator completing two Western Pacific Deployments and sarning
A Navy Commendation Medal.

COMMANDER WILLIAMS served as Execut ive Officer,
USS SCAMP (55N 3588), from July 1977 umeil August L1980
completing a deployment to South America and earning a Havy
Achievement Medal.

COMMANDER ~ WILLTAMS resides in  East Lyma CT-
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THE MISSILE .

POSEIDON, is a two-stage ballistic missile powered by
solid rocket motors. The 3,000 nautical mile range operational
missile is designated POSEIDON.

The missile is 34 feet long, 6 feet in diameter and weighs
64,000 pounds. Each missile is launched from the submarine by
the gas generator method. Once launched, the missile is propelled
through the water to the surface where the rocket motor ignites
and sends the missile on its way to the target. An automatic
water compensating system ensures that the submarine maintains
its ballistic trim as each 32 ton missile is fired by flooding in
the required amount of water.



CEORGE WASHINGICN CRRVER
1864-1943

U85 GEORE WRSHINGICH CRWVER (SSEN 656] is khe first ship mared for
Dr. George Washington Carver, the famed frericen agricultural cherist and
educzabor whose scientific achievements were & vital factor in tho
economic and socizl progress of the South,

George Washington Carver was born near Diswoed Groves, Missouri,
the son of former slaves of the planter Moses Camver,  He was oniy a fow
moiths old in the last year of the Civil ¥ar when he =né his mother wers
stolen by raiders and carried into Arkansas. His rother disspeesred, bue
he was retumed to Mr. Carver in exchange for 2 horse, He was given the
name Coorge Washingbon Carver, and ak nine left the carver fanily to
Fake his own way in the world.

Carver educated himself inspite of the abstacles thrown up by racial
prejudicss, and sbject poverty, and advanced to a high place in the
gcientific and academic world. He received his Master of Scienoe
degree from Iowa State Gollece in 1896, and became 2 merber of the faculty.
In the zame year Booker T. Washington persusded hin to beore the Direckor
of the Deparient of Agricultural Fesearclh at Tuskeges Institute.

In 1905 Carver became the Director of the Departrent of Aoricultural
Pesearch and Experiment Stabions, & post he hold intil his death. He was
a collaborator with the U.5 Departrent of Agriculture, Bureau of Plant
Industry, for three decades. He foamd mirerous Ways to imoove 2ari—
cultural practices in the Souch throush spil concervation amd cress diver-
Sification, disormrad new uses for existing croos, widened the use of
native plants, and sucsessfully develooed methods for the utilization of
waste products.  Hig sesearch bove fruit in the fomm of simthetic pro—
ducts = 300 from the seanus, 118 from the sweet potato, and sore than 60
from pecans. His creative touch hrought svnchetic marble from wood shavings,
mmireds of wegatshle-based dves, pigrents from clavs, rooe, ocomdang,
mats, and carpets free okra fiber; and excellent fertilizers fron Swam
growth and leaf muditch.

ur. Carver refussd staggering sims for the commercial esplodtation of
his inventions, and instead gave them freely for the use of mankind and
the Nation, [His distinquished scrvice to umanity continues through the
feorce Washington Carver Foundation which he established in 1040 apd
endtwed with his total lifs savings. fe died, wwnarried, in Tuskegee,
Alabama, on January 5, 1943, His remarkabls oontributions to hmanity
aad o the United States of frevics were recognized by Congress, which
pageed 3 resolution fixdng the date of his death as George Washington
Carver Day.

On: July 14, 1953, De. Carver's birthplace on the site of the old joses
Carver plantaticn was made a natiomal mooument.  Amid the original walnue
CrOVes where, as a youmg boy, he begain his botsnical studies, the morument
is marked by a plaque and a bronze bust of the man who, bom a slave, had
become & scientist and a benefactor of his omntzy.
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