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THE COMMISSIONING PENNANT.

At the moment the commissioning pennant is broken, a ship becomes the responsibility of the
Commanding officer, who, together with the ship’s officers and men, has the duty of making her ready for
any service required by our nation, whether at peace or at war,

The commissioning pennant has for centuries been the symbol of a man-of-war. It is believed to date
from the 17th century, when the Dutch were at war with the English. Dutch Admiral Maarten Harpertzoon !
Tromp hoisted a broom at his masthead to symbolize his intention to sweep the English from the sea. This |
gesture was answered by British Admiral William Blake, who hoisted a horsewhip indicating his intention :
to chastise the Dutch. The victorious British thus set the precedent for a long, narrow commissioning ‘
pennant to symbolize the original horsewhip as the distinctive symbol of a ship of war,

The modern U.S, Navy commissioning pennant is blue at the hoist with a union of seven white stars f
and a horizontal red and white stripe at the fly.

THE DEACTIVATION CEREMONY

The ceremony today symbolizes a tribute to the ship preparing for her decommissioning, the time-hon-
ored end of a ship’s life. When decommissioned, the ship’s colors and commissioning pennant are hauled
down and the watches secured. The solemn ceremony where the commissioning pennant, ensign and jack
are hauled down for the last time is a dedication to the operational success of the ship and the men who
sailed her,

USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO launched 23 October 1965 at Mare Island Naval Shipyard,
Vallejo, CA.



Keel Laying Ceremony, Mare Island Naval Shipyard
7 July 1964

President Lyndon B. Johnson Electronically Scribes His
Initials to the Hull of the Mariano G. Vallejo
7 July 1964

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 19, 1965

Dear Bob:

I recall with much pleasure my laying the keel of the
MARTJANO G, VALLEJO, and I am honored to have

‘my initials inscribed on so proud an addition to our

naval arsenal,

It was especially heartening to learn that you will be
participating in the official launching of this new
Polaris submarine, and I want to take this opportunity
to convey through you my warm good wishes to all who
take part in the event,

The citizens of Vallejo have, throughout the years,
sustained and enriched the many contributions of the
great Mexican-American legislator for whom their
city is named.,

The launching of this vessel, which bears his name, is
yet another reflection of their desire to keep alive the
traditions and ideals for which he lived.

Please tell them how happy I am to share with them the
success of this historic occasion.

Sincerely,

Honorable Robert L., Leggett
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C.

Letter from President Lyndon B. Johnson
to Congressman Robert L. Leggett
19 October 1965



THE SPONSOR

Miss Patricia O. V. McGettigan, the sponsor of the USS MARIANO G, VALLEIJO, is the great-great
granddaughter of General Mariano G. Vallejo. She is a native of California, born in San Francisco.
Patricia’s father is a member of the McGettigan family which figured prominently in the early history of
the City of Valiejo. Her paternal grandmother was Francisca Vallejo, daughter of General Vallejo’s son,
Platon,

On 23 October 1965 Miss McGettigan christened "MARIANO G. VALLEJO" by smashing a bottle of
California champagne across the ship’s bow during launching ceremonies at Mare Island Naval Shipyard,
At the time of the launching Miss McGettigan was a student in the senior class at the University of California
at Berkeley and a member of KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA sorority, She majored in history and graduated
from the university in June 1966.

Miss McGettigan volunteered for work in the "Peace Corps" and she departed San Francisco in
November 1966 for Puerto Rico to receive "Peace Corps” training. This unfortunately precluded her from
attending the ship’s commissioning ceremonies in December. Her younger sister Molly S. V. McGettigan
represented her at the commissioning ceremonies.

Presentation of Gifts to Miss Patricia O. V. McGettigan,
Sponsor of the MARIANO G. VALLEJO
by RADM Edward J. Fahy, USN,
Commander, San Francisco Bay Naval Shipyard
23 October 1965

T o AT

. H“\\\i i'!___&-k;'."_“"




GENERAL MARIANO G. VALLEJO
THE MAN

General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo was born July 7, 1808, in the settlement of Monterey. His father,
Sergeant Ignacio Vallejo, was stationed in Monterey with the Mexican Army when Mariano was born.
Young Mariano attended the Monterey Presidial Academy at the age of fifteen,

In 1825, General Vallejo was appointed secretary to the Mexican Governor of California. He served
as Commander of the Presidio at San Francisco for several years and in 1835 was appointed Commandante
General and Director of Colonization of the Northern Frontier-the highest military command in Northern
California, As Commandante General, his major objectives were to discourage further Russian settlement
in California and to hold the Indian tribes in check. The General’s appointment terminated during the Bear
Flag revolt on June 14, 1846, when he enthusiastically supported the separation from the Mexican
Government and the peaceful annexation of California by the United States,

In 1849, General Vallejo attended the constitutional convention in Monterey. He helped frame the State
Constitution which was signed in October 1849. Aninfluential member of the convention, he was appointed
as head of a commission to recommend names for various counties of the State of California. General
Vallejo was subsequently elected a member of the first State Senate which met in 1850.

General Vallejo died quietly in his home in Sonoma on January 12, 1890, and was buried on a hill
overlooking Sonoma. His many years of service, loyalty and devotion to California throughout its early
seftlement, development and statehood have been given just recognition through the naming of the USS
MARIANO G. VALLEJO (SSBN 658).

April 2, 1845

Mhe

the Nutive @ulifurniuns debated the fute of the Provinee of Galifornia
Mexivan Assembly, Monterey, Califarnia:

" prononee for annexafion fo Franee or Tngland . . . bt I hear some ane say:

No Manurehy *... "But iz nof Monarchy better than Anarchy?”

@eneral Joge Castrn

'd rannof, gendlemen, roincide in opinion the cession of our countey to France or
Tngland. Jt iz most frue that fo rely any longer upon Mexico to goveen and defend ns
fuanld be idle and absued . . . My opinion i mude up that foe wust perzetere in throfing
off the fulling yoke of Mexicn . . . We hutre indeed fuhen the first step by elecfing our
ofon gotrernor but another remaing fo be faken, and fhat is omexafion fo the Hnited
Stutes. In contenplafing this consunmfion of our desting, J feel nothing but pleasure,
and J ask you to share # . . . When e Join our forfunes fo hers, foe shall not beeome
subjerts, but fellofu-ritizens, possessing ull the rights of the people of the Hnited States
and rhonsing our ofon federal and Local culers . . .

W shull haiie o stuble goviernment and jnst lafos,

@alifornia (il geofe steong and floncisly, and her peaple Gill be prosperons, fappy
and free . . . Yook nof, therefore, Gith jealonsy npon the hardy pioneers folo seale oue
mountaing and culfivate our unoreupied ploing  bot rather foeleome them as brothers,
fuho rome fo share fith ng o common desting.”

Beneral Mariany Guadalupe Hallein



R COMMANDING OFFICERS
OF
USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO (SSBN 658)

BLUE GOLD
CDRD. B. GUTHE CDR J. K. NUNNELEY
DEC 1966 - JAN 1969 DEC 1966 - AUG 1969
LLCDR K. M. O’ DWYER CDR A. C. JOHNSON

JAN 1969 ] AUG 1968 - AUG 1971

P 1987

?c

QDRL R. PAPINEAU

DR K, zrf REPSHOLDT
oye‘199o MAY 1993

CDR J. T. LOCKS
MAY 1993 - DEC 1993

CDR W. 5. WHITE

JUL 1988 - MAY 1991 ' CDR D. E. BILLINGSLY
DEC 1993 - APR 1994

CDR M., C. GRANT
MAY 1991 - APR 1994

COMBINED CREW

CDR D. E. BILLINGSLY
18 APRIL. 1994 - PRESENT

What is a Plankowner?

A plankowner is a ship’s crewmember who is assigned to a U.S. Navy ship on the day of the ship’s
commissioning. The term "plankowner" finds its origin back in the days of sailing ships when sailors slept
on the deck. Because some planks of the deck were softer than others, the crew would select those to sleep
upon, and in time would regard them as their own. In many cases, when the ship was dismantled, crew
members would lay claim to these planks as mementos of their seagoing days.

The sense of ownership felt by a ship’s crew, especially by its commissioning crew, has carried this
naval term into the twentieth century to today’s steel ships capable of carrying jet aircraft or diving to the
ocean’s depths. The plankowning officers, chiel petty officers and crew of the USS MARIANO G.

VALLEJOQO were justifiably proud to have been on board during the ship’s construction and to have taken
her to sea for the first time.
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COMMISSIONING BLUE CREW

. CDRD.B.GUTHE
CDR J. A. SAGERHOLM

LTF. H. INGRAM
LTJ. L. POTTER
LTR. V.MORGAN

FTBC(SS) R. R. ALKIRE
SD1(SS) A. L. ALONSO
FTBC(SS) P. A. AMUNRUD
FIG1(SS) L. G. ARNOLD
TML(SS) B.C. AVILA
MT2(SS) J. D. BAADTE
EN1(SS) R. L. BEAUCHAMP
ETR2(SS) R. L. BELSCHNER
MMI(SS) G. J, BIRDWHISTELL
MM2(SS) D. W. BONNEAU
QMSN(SS) R. E. BOSWORTH
ETR2(SS) J. A, BRADY
EN1(SS) W. C. BROWN
TM1(SS) T. L. BURNETT Jr
SA(SS) B. B. BUITERFIELD
CS1(SS) J. B, CAMERON
FTG3(SS) D. F. CAMPBELL
ENC(SS) R. E. CARR
ETI(SS) H. E. CARTER
STS2(SS) R. L. CARTER
CS1(SS) B, J. CAUSEY
EM2(SS) J. L, CHANDLER
FTB2(SS) C. R. CHAPMAN
RMI(SS) J. L. CLUTTER
ETN2(SS) J. P. COSTANZA
MT2(SS) E. E. CROSSLAND
FTB3(SS) N, P, CUNNINGHAM
MM2(SS) J. L. DAY

YNI(SS) L. W. DE COURSEY
MM2(SS) 1, E. DILG, III
EN1(SS) D. I. DITTO
ETI1(SS) P.J. DUNTON
STS3(SS) E. J. EVANSON
MM2(SS) S. D. FARABEE
ETR3(SS) A: R, FARLOW .
EN3(SS) L, V. FENLEY
RMC(SS) J. J. FERGUSON
MM2(SS) J. B. FOX
MM2(SS) J, G. FRUTCHEY
FN(SS) A. T. GARDNER
EM2(SS) R. A. GARRISON

OFFICERS

LT J. L. JORDAN

LTR. B. JOCOBS

LT C. H. COOK

LTIG S. C. ANDERSON

CREW

TN(SS) G. M. GIBSON
IC1(SS) R. S. GILLIS

SA(SS) R. R, GILMAN
IC1(SS) T. J. GODFREY
EM1(SS) W. R. GOSSAGE, III
STC(SS) I. E. GREEN

IC1(SS) E. G. GUNIA
CS3(SS) M. T. HAHN
QMCS(SS) J. . HARNED
IC1(SS) H. H. HAYES

MMFN(SS) K. E. HOLSCHER

TM2(SS)E, E. KELLY

EM1(SS) D. G. KENDALL
STS3(SS) R. J. KENNELLEY
EM3(SS) H. G, KRAMER
STS2(SS) R. F, LANDINGHAM
QMI1(SS) R. D. LARSON
MT3(SS) G. V. LASCINK
TN(SS) . E. LER

TM3(SS) M. LEHMAN

" EMC(SS) N. E, LESTER

EN1(SS) L. D. LEWIS
SN(SS) W. H. LOWERY
RMC(SS) S. MANCHUR
TM2(SS) A. E. MACIASZEK
MT3(SS) J. A. MARKUS
STC(SS) W. H. MARSH
QM1(SS) R. S. MATTSON
ETC(SS) T. J. McCABE, Jr
EN1(8S) J. J, McCLAIN
MT3(SS) R. A. MEINEL
FA(SS) E. C. MELLEGAARD
MMI(SS) F. 0. MELTON
EM2(SS) R. A. MILLER
MM2(SS) R, L. MINTON
MTC(SS) R. J. MONIGOLD
MM2(SS) J. D. MONROE
MMCS(SS) J. R, MOORE
EN1(SS) L. MORALES
STS2(SS) J. L. MORROW
STS(SS) L. M. MORSE

COMMANDING OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LTIG S. H. KOVEL
LTIGT. F. COCHRAN
LTIGR. W. DUVALL, I

STR2(SS) D. L. NELSON
EMI(SS) C.E.NORRIS
ETR2(SS) P. J. OSHSNER
CS1(SS) W. A. OSBORG
RM2(SS) R. C. PARKS, Jr
ETN2(SS) R, G. PEACHER
MM2(SS) G. F, PETERSHAGEN
MMS(SS) J. L. PHILIPPS
RM1(SS) L. P. POULIOT
QMC(SS) T. E. RACINE
SK3(SS) R. S. RANDALL
TM2(SS) P. K, REITAN
IC2(SS) C. W. RICKGAUER
EN3(SS) R. R. RINDERNECK
EN3(SS) R. E. SALTMARSH
RM2(SS) E. C. SANCHEZ
TM3(SS) M, J, SAVOIE
FIB2(SS) K. SAX, II
TMC(SS) A, H, SCHILDT
CSC(SS) M. L. SLACK
STCS(SS) J. C. SMITH
MTSA(SS) J. D. SNYDER
ETI1(SS) H. L. STALEY
FN(SS) L. W. STENGEL
EN3(SS) D. L. STEWART
ETR2(SS) R. W, STRICKLAND
MT2(SS) J. D. SUMNER
HM1(SS) F. H. TEAMER
MM3(SS) H, G, TOMLIN
ETN2(SS) E. H. TURNER
FTB1(SS) W. D. TURNER
ETCS(SS) J. H, VAN
KONYNENBURG

EN1(SS) C. R, WAGNER
MM1(SS) J. P. WATERMAN Ir,
MM2(SS) J. P, WEISINGER
YN3(SS) G. R. WELLS
TMI1(SS) D. L, WHIPPLE
SKC(SS) A. J. WILLETTE
ETCS(SS) B. J. WILLIAMS
ENI(SS) L. C., WRIGHT
ETR2(SS) D. P. YOCOM Ir.

COMMISSIONING GOLD CREW

CDR J. K. NUNNELEY
LCDR M, BOTSHON

LT J.J. WANDELL, Jr.
LT R. J. NEMES

LT W. J. HONADLE
LT T. A. MEINICKE

ETR2(SS) N. N. ADAMS
IC2(SS) D. R. AMMERMAN
ETR2(SS) M. G. ARROWOOD
ETR2(SS) C. L. AYRES
RM2(SS) M. F. BAUER
RM1(SS) S. D, BELL
EM3(8S) L. M. BICKFORD
ETN2(SS) E. L. BILLS
SA(SS) M. H. BLACK
MM2(SS) N, BOBISH
SN(SS) P. BRAKE, Jr.
RMC(SS) G. E. BREWER
ETN2(SS) C.R.BRIX
MT1(SS) W. F. BROWN
YN2(SS) R. E. BROWN
FTB3(SS) E. G. BRUNS
SN(SS) M. D. BRYAN
RMC(SS) R. L. BRYANT
EM2(SS) J. E. BURRILL
TM2(SS) P, E. CAIN

IC2(SS) G. L. CARMICHAEL
MMI1(SS) B. A. CURRY
EN2(SS) D. A, DACK
TM1(SS) D. A. DERRICOTE
QMSN(SS) C. P. DERWINGSON
ST1(SS) A. B. J. DIKMAN
MM2(SS) R. S. ERB
RMSA(SS) W. R. FALES
STC(SS) M. FALLATT
MM3(SS) D. K, FARGO

SK3(SS) E. C. FITZMAURICE, Jr,

FA(SS) D. W. FLETCHER
FIB3(SS) D, F. FRASER
EN1(SS) J. R. GINN
RM1(SS) E. H. GOIN
FTBC(SS) W. F. GRAY
SD2(SS) L. GREEN

OFFICERS

LT J. L. FERRELL
LT J. P, CARWIN
LT R. C. MacDONELL, Jr.

CREW

FTBC(SS) W. J. GREEN
MMEN(SS) R. F. GREGG
YNC(SS) A. D. GROOMS
ETI(SS) C. T. HALEY
MT2(SS) L. V. HANSEN
SD1(SS) M. D, HARDEN
STS2(SS) B. E. HAY
EMC(SS) R. L. HELMS
MM1(SS) J. F. HUME
SN(SS) R. C. INGLE

FA(SS) R. S. ISENGARD
FTB2(SS) A. C. IVERSEN
ENCS(SS) R. B, JOHNSON
SK1(SS) B. G, JONES
SN(SS) D. R. JUERGENS
FA(SS) C. KAHAXAUWILA
MM]1(SS) D, L. KAUFMAN
ET1(SS) T. J, KELL
MMI(SS) F. W. KELLIE
MM2(SS) B. S. KENNERSON
QMC(SS) R. L. KERR
CS1(SS) G. L. KIMM
ET1(SS) I. J, KINZER
MM2(SS) L. F. KIRKSEY
TCM(SS) C. L. KNAPP
TMSN(SS) E. L. KOHLHOFF
MM2(SS) L, A, KRONER
TM3(SS) J, L. LICKLIDER
TN(SS) E. C. MADDEN
ETR2(SS) J. E. MALIK
FTB3(SS) J. F. MALONEY
MTC(SS) G. P. McDONALD
TMI1(SS) T. L. McPETERS
CS1(SS) G. H. MERRIWETHER
MM2(SS) R. E. MITCHELL
CS1(SS) K. E. MOLIN
EN2(SS) R. F. MOLLENBERND

COMMANDING OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LT R. R. BURN

LTIG R. H. SALQUIST
LTIG J. R. PROFFITT
LTIG W. D. HAHN

QMSA(SS) M. E. MOSLEY

- MMI1(SS) W, C. MOW

TMC(SS) G. M. NORTON
TM3(SS) J. . NOVAK
ETI1(SS) C. D. O’'DANIEL
MM3(SS) W. A. OGDEN, Jr.
IC1(SS) R, E. PASLEY
ETC(SS) G. L. PATTERSON
IC1(SS) J. G. PEARSON
FTG2(SS) W. J. PORTEOUS
ETR2(SS) A. T. PORTER
QM1(SS) J. "R" POULSEN
ETR3(SS) B. C. PRIEST
MT2(SS) J. C. PROCIDA
SK3(SS) R, S, RANDALL
EM2(SS) B, H. RANDALLS, Ir.
IC2(SS) O. D. RAWSON
ST1(SS) G. R, ROBERTS
MM1(SS) P. L. ROWAN
SN(SS) G. W. SANDERS
MMI(SS) T. E. SCHLEIGER
ETN2(SS) R. R. SETZEKORN
FA(SS) J. F. SHABEN
MMC(SS) R, K. SHOEMAKER
MT3(SS) D. D. SNYDER
EN1(SS) W. N. SHORT
CS1(SS) V. E. SIMPSON
EM2(SS) J. L. SITES

ET1(SS) J. C. SNELSON
MM1(SS) R, “A" SPACKMAN
ETN2(SS) F. J. SPRENZ, Jr.
STS3(SS) W. M STELJES
ENC(SS) K. W. H. STURTZ, Jr.
HM1(SS) H. G. TULLOS
MM2(SS) G, VISZMEG
QM1(SS) R. §. VULLO
MT3(SS) R. K, WAITE



REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS J. ROBERTSON
COMMANDER
NAVAL BASE CHARLESTON
SUBMARINE GROUP 6

REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS J. ROBERTSON
COMMANDER
NAVAL BASE CHARLESTON
SUBMARINE GROUP SIX

Rear Admiral Thomas J. Robertson graduated from the United States Naval Academy in 1963, His
first submarine assignment, after submarine and nuclear power training, was in USS JAMES K. POLK
(SSBN 645). Through the construction period and initial operations out of Rota, Spain, he served as Supply
Officer, Electrical Officer, Communications Officer, and Sonar Officer,

Rear Admiral Robertson then served as Engineer Officer in USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (SSBN
600) from 1968 to 1970, deploying out of Holy Loch, Scotland. This was followed by duty as Squadron
Material Officer for Commander Submarine Squadron 10 in New London and initial U.S. submarine
operations at La Maddalena, Italy.

As Executive Officer and Navigator, Rear Admiral Robertson served in USS PARGO (SSN 650) from
1973 to 1975. His next assignment was with the U.S. Atlantic Fleet Commander’s Nuclear Propulsion
Examining Board in Norfolk, Virginia.

Rear Admiral Robertson commanded USS GLENARD P, LIPSCOMB (SSN 685) from July 1978 to
October 1982. LIPSCOMB operated with distinction as a unit of Submarine Development Squadron 12 in
New London and Submarine Squadron 6 in Norfolk, winning three consecutive Battle Efficiency "E"
awards, three consecutive Engineering "E" awards, and the Navy Unit Commendation.

As Prospective Commanding Officer Instructor, Rear Admiral Robertson directed PCO training for
Commander Submarine Force, Atlantic until April 1984, He then served with Deputy Chief of Naval
Operations (Submarines) in Washington as Program Coordinator for the SEAWOLF (SSN 21) Attack
Submarine.

Rear Admiral Robertson commanded Submarine Squadron 8 in Norfolk from April 1986 to March
1988, during which time Submarine Squadron 8§ was awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation. He
then returned to Washington as Director Attack Submarine Division in the Office of Assistant Chief of
Naval Operations (Undersea Warfare).

In July 1989 Rear Admiral Robertson was assigned to the Joint Staff as Chief of Maritime/UN
Negotiations Division. He was selected for Rear Admiral in 1989, serving then as Deputy Director for
Operations, Joint Staff, during the 1990-91 period encompassing Operation DESERT STORM. He relieved
as Commander, Submarine Group 10, Kings Bay, Georgia, and Commander, Submarine Group 6,
Charleston, S.C., in January 1992,

Rear Admiral Robertson relieved as Commander, Naval Base, Charleston in September 1993 and
remains in command of Submarine Group 6. He and his wife Julie grew up in Bellingham, Washington.
Their son John is a resident physician in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and daughter Diana is employed in
Arlington, Virginia.
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REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT H. KONETZNI, JR.
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY AND CAREER PROGRESSION
AND TOTAL FORCE PROGRAMMING AND MANPOWER

REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT H. KONETZNI, JR.
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY AND CAREER PROGRESSION
AND TOTAL FORCE PROGRAMMING AND MANPOWER

Rear Admiral Albert H. Konetzni, Jr. was born in New York City in 1944, He attended Archbishop
Stepinac High School in White Plains, New York, and entered the U.S. Naval Academy in 1962. He
graduated with merit and was commissioned in 1966, having earned a Bachelor of Science degree.

Following graduation, Rear Admiral Konetzni attended Naval Submarine School in New London,
Connecticut, Nuclear Power School in Mare Island, California and Naval Nuclear Power Prototype Training
in West Milton, New York. He reported to USS MARIANO G, VALLEJO (SSBN 658)(GOLD) in 1968.
In 1970, Rear Admiral Konetzni reported to the U.S. Naval Academy and served as a Company officer.

In 1972, Rear Admiral Konetzni reported to the precommissioning unit of USS WILLIAM H. BATES
(SSN 680) under construction in Pascagoula, Mississippi, and served as Engineer Officer through commis-
sioning until 1976. Rear Admiral Konetzni served as Executive Officer, USS KAMEHAMEHA (SSBN
642)(GOLD) from June 1976 to December 1978. In December 1978, Rear Admiral Konetzni reported to
the Naval Military Personnel Command and served as Submarine Placement Officer and Executive Officer
Detailer. He commanded USS GRAYLING (SSN 646), a nuclear powered fast attack submarine from
August 1981 until May 1984,

Rear Admiral Konetzni served as Deputy Commandant of the U.S. Naval Academy from August 1984
until May 1987. He commanded Submarine Squadron Sixteen from May 1987 until July 1989, After his
squadron command, he served as Senior Fellow of the Chief of Naval Operations Strategic Studies Group.
Rear Admiral Konetzni served as Deputy Director of the Submarine Strategic Division in the Office of the
Assistant Chief of Naval Operations (Undersea Warfare) from July 1990 until April 1991, From April 1991
to april 1993, he served as Chief of Staff to Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. Prior to
assuming his current duties, he served as Director, Attack Submarine Division (N872).

Rear Admiral Konetzni is entitled to wear the Legion of Merit with three gold stars; the Meritorious
Service Medal with two gold stars; the Navy Commendation Medal with two gold stars; and the Navy
Achievement Medal. He holds a Master’s Degree in Industrial Personnel Management from the George
Washington University and is the co-author of Command at Sea,

Rear Admiral Konetzni is married to the former Barbara Lee Krobetzky of Armonk, New York. They
reside in Arlington, Virginia, Sons Kyle and Al III attend Valdosta State University in Valdosta, Georgia,
daughter Kristen attends the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, and daughter Kiera attends Cortland
College in New York,
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COMMANDER DAVID E. BILLINGSLY
UNITED STATES NAVY

COMMANDER DAVIDE. BILLINGSLY
UNITED STATES NAVY

A native of Dallas, Texas, Commander Billingsly entered the U.S. Navy in 1970. Following completion
of Nuclear Power Training, he was selected for the Navy Enlisted Scientific Education Program, He
graduated from the University of New Mexico in 1975 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical
Engineering. After attending Nuclear Power School in Bainbridge, Maryland, Prototype Training in West
Milton, New York and Submarine School in New London, Connecticut, Commander Billingsly reported
to USS SIMON BOLIVAR (SSBN 641) BLUE in August 1976. During his four years on board, he served
in all Engineering Divisions and as Assistant Engineer,

In 1980, Commander Billingsly reported to the Nuclear Power School in Orlando, Florida where he
taught Officer Reactor Dynamics. In 1982 he was assigned as Engineer Officer of USS NATHAN HALE
(SSBN 623) GOLD, where he served until 1985,

Following a tour at the Submarine Training Facility, Charleston, South Carolina, Commander Billingsly
reported for duty as Executive Officer of USS HENRY L. STIMSON (SSBN 655) GOLD in 1987, From
May 1990 through December 1991, Commander Billingsly was assigned as Executive Officer of USS
SIMON LAKE (AS-33) in Holy Loch, Scotland.

In August 1992, Commander Billingsly assumed command of USS TECUMSEH (SSBN 628) which
he deactivated in July 1993 at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. In December 1993, Commander Billingsly
took command of USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO (SSBN 658) GOLD. In April of 1994 he assumed
command of the combined BLUE and GOLD crews of VALLEIJOQ.,

Commander Billingsly is authorized to wear the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy Commendation
Medal with two gold stars and the Navy Achievement medal.

Commander Billingsly is married to the former Lillian Guill of Dallas, Texas. They presently reside
in Charleston, South Carolina. Their daughter, Jennifer is a Senior at the College of Charleston. Their son,
Brandon attends East Texas State University,



USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO (SSBN 658)
THE SHIP

MARIANO G. VALLEJO was authorized to be built as the fortieth fleet ballistic missile submarine of
the Polaris/Poseidon fleet. Her keel was laid on 7 July 1964 at ceremonies at Mare Island Naval Shipyard,
Vallejo, California and bears the initials of President Lyndon B. Johnson, Fifteen months later on 23
October 1965, she was launched and officially christened by Miss Patricia O. V. McGettigan, the great-great
granddaughter of General Mariano G. Vallejo.

USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO was placed in service on 9 October 1966 and initial sea trials were
successfully conducted on 6 November 1966, On 16 December 1966 Rear Admiral Clark, Commandant
of the Twelfth Naval District, Commissioned the Ship with principal address given by Rear Admiral John
G. Maurer, Commander Submarine, Force Pacific. VALLEJO completed 20 successful Polaris deterrent
patrols in both the Atlantic and Pacific and was awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for service
as a member of Submarine Squadron Fifteen (Pacific Fleet) during the period July 1968 to October 1970.

VALLEJO was converted to carry Poseidon missiles during an overhaul at Newport News Shipbuilding
and Drydock Company, which was completed on 26 December 1973. VALLEJO was awarded a second
Meritorious Commendation as a member of Submarine Squadron Sixteen (Atlantic Fleet) in 1974. In the
fall of 1979, she became the second ship to be converted to a new Trident-1 Strategic Missile Weapon
System at Cape Canaveral, Florida. VALLEJO received the Battle Efficiency "E" award and the U.S.
Atlantic Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarine Outstanding Performance Award for 1979,

VALLEJO returned to overhaul in January 1983 at Charleston Naval Shipyard and, upon completion
in July 1984, was assigned to Submarine Squadron Sixteen operating out of Kings Bay, Georgia. VALLEJO
was honored in April 1987 for completing the nation’s 2500th SSBN Strategic Deterrent Patrol. VALLEJO
was awarded the Battle Efficiency "E" in 1987 and again in 1991.

VALLEJO recently completed her 83rd, and last, Strategic Deterrent Patrol.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 1, 1987

To the Commanding Officer and Crew
of U.S.8. MARIANO G. VALLEJO:

You have my heartfelt congratulations on your
completion of our Nation's 2500th SSBN strategic
deterrent patrol -- your 58th patrol.

You and all the members of the United States Naval
Submarine Force have contributed immeasurably to
our strategic defense. Our Fleet Ballistic Missile
submarines’' 2500 patrols represent nearly 416 years
of submarine operations and that's a long time away
from homes and families. Our Nation is grateful for
the many sacrifices submariners have made in helping
to preserve our freedom and to keep the peace.

I simply want to express to each of you my pride
and gratitude, and that of your countrymen, for
the devotion that is yours. Your performance is in
the finest tradition of the Submarine Force and the
United States Navy. Well done! God bless you,
and God bless America.

(Qomta, R



FAREWELL

T

Today this mighty vessel of Peace, Honor and Strength prepares to leave the Navy, In her nearly thirty
years from birth at keel laying to transition at deactivation, she has never once failed to carry out her mission,
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CDR D, E. BILLINGSLY
LCDRJ. M. ELLIOTT

USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO INACTIVATION CREW

COMMANDING OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LCDR M. P. HALLAL (ENG)
LT T.E. BARNES (WEPS)

LT T.L.BURNHAM (NAV)
LTIG R. W. CRANLEY (SUPPO)

ETCM(SS) C. KERR

MTC(SS) D, C, BATCHELDER (FTB)
ETC(SS) G. J. BROWN (NAV)
STSCS(SS) J. C. CATE (STS)
ETC(SS) C. O, FOSTER (RC)
MMCM(SS) R. C. GIBBS (EDA)

OFFICERS

L. A. DANIEL (TM/FT)

K. W. EGLSEDER (AWEPS)
D. J. ENGLE (BWEPS)

S. M. ARMANDO (COMM)
R. F. MATOLA (PWEPS)

CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS

RMCS(SS) A. P. LABERGE (RM)
EMC(SS) D. L. LANDON (E)

MTC(SS) K. D. LAVENDER (MSL)

MMCS(SS) 8. C. MCBRIDE (A)
MSC(SS) R. P. MCCLOUD (MS)

LT E.J. SALLEE (DCA)
LTIG J. F. MCALINEY (MPA)
LTIG T.E. RIENER (E&IC)
LTJG E.L.FRY (CRA)

CHIEF OF THE BOAT

ETC(SS) R. T. MCKAY (NAV)

MMC(SS) P. E. PRICE (3M) |
MMC(SS) J. M. SMITH (M) f
QMC(SS) M. J. SORDELET (QM)

SKC(SS) F. G. HASSON (SK)

QM3(SS) S. D. BACHELDER
EM3(SU) J. E. BAKER
SA(SU) B. R. BALL
STS2(SS) M. T. BETHANY
ET3(SS) F. L. BLOOM
ET3(SS) T. A. BRADSHAW
FN(SS) S. M. BRADY
YNI(SS) K. D. BUSH
MT2(SS) J. E. BUTLER
ET3(SS) S. A. BUTT
ET3(SU) D. G. BYRD
STS3(SS) M. F. CALVERT
STSI1(SS) D. G. CHAPPELL
IC3(SS) J. W. CLARDY
SN(SU) A. E. COOK
STS1(SS) G. P. COURTNEY
MM2(SS) G. S. COWART
ET2(SS) G. E. CRISOTOMO
TMSN(SU) G. C. CUNLIFFE
SKSN(SS) W. E. DAKE
RM2(SS) L. D, DICKSON
FT1(SS) J. M. DIXON
MM2(SS) J. A. DOMSCHOT
MMI(SS) F. A. DOYLE
MS2(SS) P. J. DWYER
STS3(SS) B. J. ENCISO
MTI1(SS) R, A. ESLICK
MM2(SS) D. E. FOURNET
EM3(SS) D. E. FREESTON
MT3(SS) S. A. FRITCHMAN
MMI(SS) J. W. FULLER
TMI(SS) G. S. GARMAN
MT1(SS) M. T, GEORGE
MM2(SS) H. A. GILDER
SN(SU) K. L. GRAHAM
MMI(SS) S. A. GROVER
STS2(SS) 1. J. HALL
ET1(SS) L. A. HALL

SA(SS) J. E. HANSON
MT3(SS) R. E. HARPER
MT3(SS) R. D. HARRIS
MM2(SS) L. C. HENDERSON
ET2(SS) O. *, HERNANDEZ
RM2(SS) J. A. HICKLING

CREW

RM2(SS) C. E. HIGGS
MS2(SS) D. J. HOOD
IC2(SS) R. B. HOOKS
QM3(SS) M. S. HOPE
RM2(SS) D, B. HOWARD
YN2(SS) D. 5. HOWARD
SK3(SS) C. W. HUNTER
STS2(SS) T. M. JENKINS
ET3(SS) M. J. JUDD
MS2(SS) S. G. KAMMERER
MMFEN(SS) M. A. KAST
MMPN(SS) D, E. KNIGHT
EM3(SS) M. D, KNIGHTS
RMI1(SS) R. D. KNOTTS
IC1(SS) A. L. KOONCE
MM2(SS) P. R. KRESS
YN2(SS) W. F. KUEIN
MM1(SS) B. M. KUNTZ
ET2(SS) S. D. KUTCHA
FT2(SS) R. J. LARKIN
MMI(SS) R, A. LEONARD
STS3(SS) M. R. LILES
ET2(SS) H. *. LOPEZ
MT3(SS) J. D. LUCAS
MM2(SS) A. R. LUSTWERK
ICI(SS) E. C. MACK
ET1(SS) G. C. MACKAY
MM3(SS) R. S. MAPLES
MT2(SS) D. T. MARETT
FT3(SS) B. J. MARTIN
MT3(SS) M. S. MCGREGOR
STS2(SS) S. F. MEADOWS
MM2(SS) J. D. MEIER
MT2(SS) E. *, MENDEZ
ET2(SS) K. L. MIKKOLA
MM3(SU) J. D. MURPHY
MM2(SS) T. M. NAJOUR
MSSA(SU) T. *. NAVARRO
MM2(SS) J. E. NICHOLLS
TM1(SS) P. A. NICHOLSON
MT2(SS) J. A. NORRIS
FT3(SS) J. R. OLIVE
MT2(SS) C. R. OTTERSTEN

MM2(SU) J. . PENDRY |
ET2(SS) R. T. PETERNEL |
MM1(SS) M. S, PIERSON
MM1(SS) M. C. PLACKO
SN(SU) M. P. PUWALOWSKI
ET2(SS) R, E. RADER
TMI1(SS) S. B. RAINEY
MM1(SS) L. W, RANSOM
MM2(SS) B. R, REAVES
EM2(SS) R. K. REGULAR
HM1(SS) E. C, RICE

FA(SU) T. R. RICKEY
MT3(SS) P. A. RIPLEY
EMI(SS) R. *, RIVINIUS
MTI1(SS) A. *. RODRIGUEZ
EM3(SU) T. A. ROTH
EM2(SS) T. D. RUSSELL
MTI(SS) F. O, SANGUINETTI
ET2(SS) A. G, SCOTT
MM2(SS) C. J. SELLERS
MM2(SS) W. H. SIMS
MT2(SS) J. S. SLOBE
MM3(SS) A. W. SNATIC
MT3(SS) J. J. SOPP

MS1(SS) G. P. SPANBAUER
MT2(SS) V. *. SRIBANDIT- i
MONGKOL ‘
EM3(SU) J. G. STANLEY |
ET1(SS) C. M, STARK '
MMFN(SS) M. A. STINE
EM1(5S) S. M. STRICKLAND
EM2(SS) J. V. TIERCE
MT1(SS) E. J. TOLLEFSON
QM2(SS) E. N, VANMETER
EM2(SS) A. C. VINCENT
MT3(SS) T. B. VOYTKO
ET2(SS) E. G. WEST
MMI(SS) T. F. WHITE
MT2(SS) S. M. WOLF
MM1(S8S) S. D, WOOD
QMSN(SS) T. M. WOODS
STS3(SS) C. A. WRIGHT
STS1(SS) W. C. WRIGHT
SA(SS) W.C. YORK




SUBMARINE INSIGNIA

The origin of the U.S. Navy submarine service insignia dates back to 1923. On 13 June of that year,
Captain Ernest ], King, USN, later to become Fleet Admiral and Chief of Naval Operations during World
War II, and at that time Commander Submarine Division Three, suggested to the Secretary of the Navy,
via the Bureau of Navigation (now Bureau of Naval Personnel) adoption of a distinguished device for
qualified submariners.

He submitted a pen-and-ink sketch of his own, showing a shield mounted on the beam end of a
submarine, with dolphins forward and abaft of the conning tower, Commander, Submarine Divisions,
Atlantic strongly endorsed the suggestion,

A Philadelphia firm, which had done work for the Navy previously, was approached with the request
that it undertake to design a suitable badge. The firm submitted two designs which the navy combined into
a single design which remains in use today: a bow view of a submarine, proceeding on the surface, with
bow planes rigged for diving, flanked by dolphins in a horizontal position with their heads resting on the
upper edge of the bow planes.

On 20 March 1924, the Chief of Navigation recommended to the Secretary of the Navy adoption of the
design. Theodore Roosevelt, Ir., the acting Secretary of the Navy, adopted the recommendation.

The submarine insignia was directed to be worn at all times by officers and men qualified in submarine
duty attached to submarine units or organizations, ashore and afloat, and not to be worn when not attached.

In 1941 the Uniform Regulations were modified to permit qualified officers and men to wear the
submarine insignia after they had been assigned to other duties in the naval service, unless such right had
been revoked.

The officer’s insignia was a bronze, gold plated metal pin, worn centered above the left breast pocket
and above the ribbons and medals. Enlisted men wore the insignia embroidered in white silk for blue
clothing and blue silk for white clothing, This was sewn on the outside of the right sleeve, midway between
the wrist and elbow. The device was two and three-quarters inches long,

In mid-1947 the embroidered device shifted from the sleeve of the enlisted men’s jumper to above the
left breast pocket.

A change to the Uniform Regulations dated 21 September 1950 authorized the embroidered insignia
for officers (in addition to the pin-on insignia) and a bronze, silver plated, pin-on insignia for enlisted men
(in addition to the embroidered device).

THE SUBMARINER

Only a submariner realizes to what great extent an entire ship depends on him as an individual.
Landsmen do not understand this and sometimes we even find it difficult to comprehend. But it is so!

A submarine at sea is a different world in herself. In consideration of the protracted, distant and
independent operations of submarines, the Navy places more responsibility and trust in the hands of those
who take such ships to sea than on other vessels.

Each submarine contains men who, in the hour of emergency or peril at sea, can turn to each other.
These men hold themselves accountable to each other for all aspects of the operation of their submarine.
They make up the crew. They are the ship,

This represents the most difficult and demanding assignment in the navy, A submariner cannot escape
the grasp of responsibility for even an instant during his tour. In view of his obligations he has almost
ludicrously few privileges. Nevertheless, this spirit of accountability has given the Navy its greatest
mariners - the men of the Submarine Service.

Those who perform this rigorous duty most richly deserve the proud and time-honored title of —
Submariner,
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