


THE SHIP

With the keel laying of the MARIANO G. VAL-
LEJO (SSBN 638), this will be the rwelfth nuclear-
powered and seventh Polaris submarine to be built at
the Mare Island Naval Shipyard.

The LAFAYETTE Class Polaris submarines arc 425
feer long, are torpedo-armed in addition to cheir 16
missile mabes, and displace in excess of 7,000 tons. They
are equipped o accommodate all the three generations

of Po.aris missiles—A-1, A-2 and A-3.

This commemorative medal is sponsored by the Ex-
change Club of Vallejo,

President—Ed James; Vice President and Chair-
man—Joe Sciechitano; Treasurer—Al Schmall; Com-
mittee—Ray Bailey, Bill Taylor, Lee Gile, Harry Pali-
car, George- Cleveland, Jack Flynn.

3 COMMEMORATIVE
MEDAL

NUCLEAR POWER
S'ubmeaeine

SSBN 698




GEMERAL MARIANO G, YALLEJO

Mariano Guaadalupe Vallejo was born in Monterey
July 7, 1807, son of Don Ignacio Valleje, & highly-re-
spected citizen of New Spain, and Maria Antonia Lugo
Vallejo. He was the eighth child of rhirreen. Tr was his
parens wish thar he should know more asbout every
act:vity of the Spanish of California than any other man
and nothing was left undone to give him the best edu-
cation the period afforded.

On January 8, 1824 Vallejo entered the military
forees as o cadet 1o the Monerey Company for the pur-
poe of studving to become an officer in the army.

Mariano G. "\-’alli_]n was not only one cf the most
colorfu. Figures, bug” ‘one of the most prominént men
brought forth cl.urmg the turl:-u En.t pioneer days of Cali-
farnia histary: Hl—' served fllthﬁllh“-ﬁ.i an oflical, eler
ia the mlluanf. diploihatic or golirical fid;]da of three
nations in: California and was a citizen. ﬁﬁ:t tour such

countrigs ﬂﬂ of which exercised dominion cwer E:lhfnrma
during. ﬂ}e Hf& cf the General, :

Ir;, 11‘.3’? Gen ral: "E"ﬁﬁﬁm wWas g:t-ﬂ:l:t-ied. mrlhn: fureaer
Francisia .:EIE;II Eu C&E-lﬁ'ﬂ EI.I:I.EI. rhtr‘r*ﬁnm:: Wﬂi in and
near S&;:__ “a.,t "1"h-.".-1.I were the f:a.rcnts ot 51::t¢ah children
and mentmn H‘- ».m::lLﬂ of sevml adapted -:mEs

Then' b@,{.ﬁﬂ his long mlhtary and an:h'nmﬁtr:mw
reian nver ﬂ?t nnrthern pawvn***ht*ﬂdllfmma TELLIL Y.
Iu 1834 lie was ﬁﬂ.nlcd the Petaluma Ranch of 44,000
acrcs, which was latcr iacreased 1o about’ 150, 000 acres.
He was the: qucan otticial -:lesignated to deal officially
with John Sutte: and w;th th:.' Russians ﬁ'hu were in
setrlemanr ar Fnrf qu ' :

= .\,_---\.\..M.' S

He foundes che {"Jr}f nf Sﬂ"mmd in 13“..!5 He cu-
saged in several difficult Indian campaizns. “In 1845 he
wiy granted-the Sosco. Koncho of some 'EE,'DCI*J Actes,
which -included - Southern Napa County and sourhwest
Solanio - Connry, emoracing the Green Valley dnd Be-
nilr areas.

Val Iejo a.lll'ﬁ“a]rﬁ.sj possessad an edmiration and sinccrc
tricndship toc the :ﬁmr,:-ricuins, and received them kindly,
even when his. supericrs demandad the expulsicn of
the dangerous foreipners Though his  parriotism o
Mexicu was never doubted, he counseled annexation to
the United States when he saw that Mexicg had no
government capable of protecting Calitormia from the
possibility of Eurosean intervention.

On June 14, 1846, in Senoma, he was captured by
the Bear Flag party, and under order of Caprain Fremont
held prisonzr in Sutter's Forr for abour rwo months,
when he was relesed w e ULS. wuchorities.

Later in 18406, in partnership with Roberr Semple,

and later T. O Larkin, he devised the plen [or building
A e t.'it'_.r on tlie Stalts Df Carquintz. dﬁc-ﬁing tht: land
therefor. The town was to be named Francisca in honor
ot Vallejo's wife, though it was later called Benicia, her
midc le nzme.

In 1349 General Vallejo was a meinher ol the Can-
stirntiomal Convention which framed the first Constita-
rion of California. In 1850 he was elected a member of
the first State Senate. A year later he formed a brilliaar
plan to make the Ciry of Vallejo—which he was then
founding—rche permanent capital of Celifornia. Unfore-
scen, difficaleies arose which brustratcd this plan, even
though the legislature did mest here, briefly, on two
occasions. It was Vallejo who suggested thsr the new
city be called “"Fureka,” hur the legisleuns aceed other-
wise by naming it 1a the General's honcr.

In 1852, after his extensive vincyards were well s
szblished, Yallejo bezan the constraction of the house in
which he was to spend his last days. [t was a mansion,
wirh marerials from many parts of the world, located
qear a hillside spriag, he named the home Lachryma
Montis, and it s now an important State Hisrorical
Monument and is visited by tens of thousands annually

Here in the midst of luxurious surroundings the
larer years of General Vallejo were passed guietly, al-
though his services were constantly scughr in public and
welfare messures. Here, on January 13, 1590, at the age
of 42, he passed awszy. Although once a man of preat
wealta, he died a poor man. His grear genc-osirty o his
frivnds and acverse deasions on land grant titles were
larrely responsible tor this decline,

General Vallejo's name has been mentioned in al-
maost every bool: of history dealing with early California
development. His name appears cverywhere—sticets, a
city, streamers, people, aad now a Polaris submarine

(SSBN 658).

THE KEEL LAYING

No ship ever buile az Mare Island Nawal Shipyard
gor off w a more auspicivus start thao the Polaris sub
Mariano . Vallejo.

Mars [sland's 506¢th ship had all the color, pagen-
try end suspense of an American Fourth of July, a Mexi-
can Fiesta and a space fligh: launch at Cape Kennedy
rolied in to one biz cclebration.

Even the President of the United Scates took an ac-
tive pact in the ceremonies by activating the acual keel
laying by pressing a button in the White House to set in
operation a mysterions "black hoy' rthar released a2 red
hot brand which burned the tamous "LBJ]" monogram
into the kesl plate of the submarine

Ry a direct relephone line from the White House




on the building ways at Mare Island, where the
rites were held, President Lyndon B. Johnson sent his
personal greetings, dedicating the sub to a mission of
peace and to the courage of the great Mexican-American
soldier and statesman, Gen. Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo,
for whom the ship is named.

The President’s brief address marked the climactic
moment of the two hour program which was timed to
bring Johnson's voice to the 5,000 spectators gathered
for the rites at the exact moment of the actual keel lay-
ing.

The time had been sct for precisely 3:15 p.m. and
as the ceremonies neared the big moment, Eddie Mar-
tinez, master mechanic of the service groups, kept the
White House in Washington informed of the program’s

progress over a special telephone installed at the keel
section of the sub.

The official keel laying party waited for the sig-
nal to begin, Mr. Martinez reported to Washington all
was in readiness. The time was 3:17 p.m.

A hush fell on the crowd. Abruptly Martinez cov-
ered the mouthpiece of his phone with his hand and to
Rear Adm., Ldﬁ-ﬁrd}}TthyﬂLISN* __&_]Il.i.:Ejr'ElId aummaqﬁ;_er
in:charge of the keel authenticacion: tires, said; =0

e e L D e e

“They can't find the President!™ *

Seconds larer, Martinez reported: "He's coming in
now. He's ready to start.”

Martinez no sooner had spoken when Admiral
Fahy grabbed the microphone and announced to the
waiting throng: "The next voice you will hear, ladies
and gentlemen, will be the President of the United
States!”

Immediately the loudspeakers catried the slow,
measured voice that unmistakably was that of the
President.

His words came in sharp and clear, ever so slightly
echoing in the cavernous building ways on which the
keel scction rested.

®. .. “With this new Polaris submarine, we honor
a great American hero,” the President said. "As a soldier
and as a statesman, General Vallejo was one of the first
of the long line of courageous Mexican-Americans who
have fought so bravely for freedom and worked so tirc-
lessly for peace . . .

*. . . In honoring him we also honor the citizens
of your city.”

The Vallejo is the only ship in the his-
tory of the U. 5. Navy to have been branded
at its keel laying by a President of the
United States.

ORDER FORM — Cut Here

EXCHANGE CLUB OF VALLEJO

P. 0. BOX 61 — VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA 245%1

Date

Find enclosed MONEY ORDER for which please ship to the undersigned the number of

MARIANO G. VALLEJO MEDALS (include 15¢c postage)

TOTAL

PRICE
$ 1.25 ea.

$ 3.00 ea.

KIND OF MEDAL

NUMBER OF MEDALS

Golden Bronze

Antique Bronze

$10.00 ec.

Total Money Order Enclosed $

Address

Sterling Silver (Serially numbered)

Signed__. ...
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'PRESIDENT'S TEXT

This 15 the text of President Lyndon B. Johnscon's
message thar he gave personally by telephone to the
persons gztheral ar the keel laying of che USS Mariano
G. Vallejo

“Citizens of Val.gjo:

While I canmor be with you, | wio proud oo partici-
petz 1o this way in these unique and historic coremeonirs.

Wirh this new Polaris submarice, we honor a zreat
American hero. Like so many of our natons heroes,
his is 2 name of Mexican aestry.

As a soldier 2ad as a statesman, General Vallcjo
was one of the First of the long line of courageous Mexi-
can-Americans who have fought so bravely lor freedom
and wurked so timelessly [on peace.

In honoring him we also honor rhe citizens af your
ity whirh bears his name. For 111 years, vou have built
more than 300 vessels o fuifill the Mare Island slogun,
"Our Sole Mission Is 10 Sexve the Fleed”

I am sire thar in hoilding the Vallejo you will
sirpasy all your own past records.

The muassion of this wvessel will be a masson of
peace.

‘We today live in peace with onr good neighbor and
{riend, ihe Republic of Mexco. We of Americz work
for o world ia which all men of all lJands may live side
by side without fzar, without suspicioa, withour war.

To that goal, we dedicare this vessel now.'

some famcous names and ship types are mcluded o
thar recurd: che USS CALIFORNIA, cnly dreadnaughe
tvpe battleship ever lannched in the Pacific Area; the
cruisers SAN FRAMNCISCO and CHICAGO aof Warld
War II fame; the USS LANGLEY, the Mavy's first air-
craft carner (buile ooginally bete as the USS JUPI-
TER ): desttovers, scores of submarines, and a host of
other types. This "Long Line of Ships” {as the title o
Mare Islands history rerms it) includes many which
were the first af their class, prototypes for the shapyards
of the naton, or cothers produced in produccion line
fashion. Add to this, also, the little unique assignments
whith demand and demaonserare the versatilicy and skill
of thiz grear industrial plans, such as last vear's building
of the bathvscape TRIESTE II o plumb the ocean
depths.
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