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- B The first European to venture into the
Wyoming region may have been Pierre

Vercndr)’re, who explored the Bighorn
Mounrains in 1743, At various times,
the flags of France, Great Britain,
Mexico, the Republic of Texas, Spain
and the United Srates have flown over
Wyoming.

M Explorer John Colter entered the
region in 1807; his descriptions of one
area earned it the name “Colter’s Hell.”
It is now known as Yellowstone National
Park. Colter was followed by a steady
stream of trappers, traders and explorers.

B Sustained development of the state
began in 1866-67 when the Union
Pacific Railroad was extended across
southern Wyoming on its way to linking
up with the Central Pacific line. An
uneasy peace was reached with Red
Cloud and his Sioux nation in 1868,

promprting further growth. A year later,
Wyoming was declared a territory.

The state was admitted to the Union

in 1890.

B Nicknamed the Equality State,

9
Wyoming approved the nation’s first
women'’s suffrage legislation in 1869.
The stare was also first to have a woman
justice of the peace and to select women
jurors.

B Wyoming is home to Yellowstone
National Park, the first national park;
Devil’s Tower National Monument, the
first landmark to be so designated; and
Shoshone National Forest, the first
timberland to be reserved under the
national forest system.

M The leading industries
in Wyoming are
mining, recreation,
tourism and



griculture. Wyoming’s popula
453,600, ranking it 50th in the country}
it covers 97,914 square miles, making it
the ninth largest state.

B Tourists from around the world travel
to Cheyenne Frontier Days to see the
rodeo known as “The Daddy of 'Em

1.7 The largest and oldest outdoor
rodeo in the world, this evenr is held
the last full week of July. It has been
celebrated annually since 1897,

B With 15,846 miles of fishing
streams and 297,633 acres of
fishing lakes, Wyoming
is a fisherman’s
paradise. Some

3,400 lakes

of Fish 42 of which ke game ﬁsh

B The largest coal resources in the coun-
try — estimated at one trillion tons — are
found in Wyoming. The largest open pit
coal mine — Black Thunder Mine — is
located near Gillette.

B More than 959,000 big game animals,
including elk, deer, moose, antelope,
bighorn sheep and mountain goats,
winter in Wyoming. Trophy game
animals include an unknown number

of black bear, grizzly bear and mountain
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