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Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

USS PERCH (SS 176)

March 3, 1942
Six Men Died as Japanese POW's

Having been serviced at Port Darwin, Australia, PERCH (LCDR D. A. Hurt)
departed on February 3, 1942 for her second patrol, in the Java Sea. At this time
the Japanese campaign to secure the Netherlands East Indies was at its height.
The Philippines had been effectively neutralized by them, and their fall was only
a matter of time. The Japanese were forcing their way down the Strait of
Makassar, and an invasion of Borneo or Java was imminent.

From February 8 to 23 PERCH was sent several reports concerning enemy
concentrations near her area, and was directed to patrol or perform
reconnaissance in various positions near the islands of the Java Sea. On February
25 she was directed to go through Salajar Strait and patrol along the 100 fathom
curve northeast of the Kangean Islands as part of the force then attempting to
defend Java.

On February 25 she reported two previous attacks with negative results, and
stated that she had received a shell hit in her conning tower, which, damaging
the antenna trunk, made transmissions uncertain, but she could receive. On
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February 27, she sent a contact report on two cruisers and three destroyers. No
further reports were received from her and she failed to arrive in Fremantle
where she had been ordered by dispatch.

The following account of what happened to PERCH is taken from a statement
made by her surviving Commanding Officer, who was repatriated at the end of
hostilities, having been held by the enemy. The last station assignment was given
PERCH on February 28, 1942, in the Java Sea. A large enemy convoy had been
cruising about for several days, awaiting to land on Java; now the objective had
been discovered and submarines were to disregard their areas and attack at the
landing point.
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Shortly after surfacing on the night of March 1, PERCH sighted two destroyers,
and dove. After the destroyers had passed well clear, they came back, one near
PERCH. Hurt prepared to attack with torpedoes, but at 800 to 1,000 yards the
destroyer turned straight toward him. The Commanding Officer ordered 180 feet.
At 90 to 100 feet, the destroyer passed over and dropped a string of depth
charges; shortly thereafter PERCH hit bottom at 147 feet.

During the depth charge attacks which followed, the ship lost power on her port
screw, but she managed to pull clear of the bottom and surface when depth
charging had ceased. Shortly before dawn two Japanese destroyers again were
sighted, and once more PERCH went to the bottom, this time at 200 feet. Efforts
to move from the bottom were unsuccessful, and the attackers continued depth
charging until after daylight.

At dusk on March 2, PERCH again surfaced after an hour of effort. There was no
enemy in sight. Reduction gears were in bad shape, there were serious electrical
grounds and broken battery jars, and the engine room hatch leaked badly, so
arrangements were made to scuttle if necessary.

On trying to dive before sunrise on March 3, 1942, it was found that due to the

Original Source here: http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww?2boats/perch.htm




USS Perch (SS 176)

severe depth charge attacks she had been through, water poured in from conning
tower and engine room hatches, the three-inch circulating water line and leaks in
the hull. Nothing the crew did seemed to help the leakage and while further
attempts were being made to repair the ship, three enemy destroyers came in
sight and opened fire. The submarine's gun was inoperative and torpedoes could
not be fired. Enemy depth charges had caused three of PERCH's torpedoes to run
in their tubes, and the heat, exhaust gases and mounting nervous tension
aggravated already extremely difficult conditions. The decision was made to
abandon and scuttle her. The entire crew got into the water safely, and all were
picked up by Japanese ships. The significant statement of Japanese
antisubmarine capabilities is made by LT K. G. Schact, a PERCH survivor, that
"loss of air and oil during attacks caused both previous enemy groups to believe
their target had been destroyed."

Personnel of PERCH were held for a few days on a Dutch Hospital Ship and
transferred on March 10 1942 to a prison camp at Makkasser Clebes, Dutch West
Indies until found by Brigadier General Barnes on Sept. 13, 1945. Fifty-three of
their crewmembers were handed over to the United States at the end of the war.
PERCH was credited with sinking a 5,000-ton enemy freighter on her first patrol,
conducted west of the Philippines.

USS PERCH (SS-176) Sailors Who Died In Prison Camp

Brown, C. N. MM2
Dewes, P. J. PHAR
Edwards, H. E. CEM
MC Creary, F. E. MM1
Newsome, A. K. CMMA
Wilson, R. A. FC1

Survivors

Alboney, F. TM3
Arnette, E. H. MM3
Atkeison, W. L. TM2
Berridge, R. C. RM3
Boersma, S. H. CQMA
Bolden, S. SC3
Bolton, V. SC1
Byrnes, T. F., Jr. MM1
Clevinger, G. B. S1
Crist, D. EM2

Cross, C. L., Jr. CTMA
Dague, L. W. MM2
Deleman, B. MM2
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Earlywine, R. 1. Y1
Earlywine, V. E. GM1
Evans, R. M. TM3
Fajotina, A CK3
Foley, J. A., Jr. MM1
Gill, B. S. F1
Goodwine, C. E. MM1
Greco, J. TM3
Harper, E. R. GM3
Hurt, D. A. LCDR
Kerich, T. L. F2
Klecky, R. MM2
Lents, R. W. TM3

MC Cray, J. G. CMMA
Monroe, E. P. EM2
Moore, T. S1
Normand, J. R. RM2
Osborne, R. W. S1
Orlyk, S. M. MM1
Pedersen, V. S. ENS
Peters, O. V. MM3
Plantz, E. V. EM3
Reh, T. J. RM1
Richter, P. R., Jr. EM2
Robison, J. H. EM2
Roth, E. J. MoMM2
Ryder, J. F. LT
Sarmiento, M. CK1
Schacht, K. G. LT
Shaefer, G. E. TM3
Simpson, S. F. TM1
Stafford, F. F., Jr. SM2
Taylor, G. E. TM1
Turner, M. M. EM2
VanBuskirk, B. R. LT
Vandergrift, J. J., Jr. LTJG
Van Horn, E. EM1
Walton, F. B. MM2
Webb, J. F. QM1
Winger, A. W. EM2
Yates, H. S. CMM
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