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TTISTORY OF THE U.S5.S5. GORDONIA (AF-43)

Hay 14,1945 a memorable day. The Gommissioning
c.onnt was hoisted and the Gordonia became part of
. JlQhBCpb 1Wu0u afloat, Her commissioning was a -
.osing necessity for our Navy at this pcrlod of
vIa r. Due to our armcd forces penebrating deeper
eper into the Iauuncqc strong hold there came
¢"noc11ua demand fox nore ICLrlgerquoq ships.
sooguently the Tennsylvania Shipyards in Beaumont
a8 undcrtook the job of uupplylng the NQVJ g necd,

Following commigsicning,.a period of ten days

wes allowed for o shakedown cruise,., Consildering that

sue majority of the crow were seeilng their first sca
duty, tho shakedown officers werc highly pleased with
the perfornance of the Gordonic.,

Cn 31 ilay the GOIQinu put ouvw LION Galvecston,
Tocxas on the firgt lap of a voyage that was to take
hor leL woy around the world. Iiobi lc, Llabagq was
the fivs Jlu to bIbbb tho ncvly comnissioned
Cordonl a. in cxpert crow of stevedorcs requlrcq only
thrco days to loau the Gordic to capaciity. With
1624 tons of Tresh, frozen and dry provisions tho .-
Gordonia on Junc 5th bid farcwell to Unclec Sam. Our
first cargo consigtod of a dump load to be delivered
to Pcoarl Tarbor via vhe Fanama Canal. Threc days ou
of liobilc found the Gordonia cncountcring her firsh
rough scase. Cn Junc 10th with the sca very rough tho
specd of advance cubt to soven knots and a 359 roll to
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gtorboord was loggod.

Dispatehcd immcdietcely through ‘the canal, the

g of tho 12th found tho Gurqonlq in ?&Clilc
wotors bound for Poarl Harbor. On July lst, aftor a
gmooth VOIagGs Dicmond Huad was sighted. Upon arrivel
the gordonia wes immcdiately unloadced and speedily
rcloaded for f;oou issuc. Cn July 10th thc Gordonia
loft Pearl bound for Ckinawe via Ulithi, Aftoer a hov
and uncventful trip the small island of Ulithi was
sightod and scveral davs liboerty WeTo cngoycd whilo
the CGordonic cwolted o convoyr noith, Convoycd for tho
firat time, the CGordonia pulled ouv for Duckner Bay,
Cikineva on Iuly 30, , :




jpon cntcrlpb Buckicr Bay the Gordonia met hor
26 roal alr alort, an action which cvery onc got
G
ni

t' in the ncxt few days. From Buckner DBay the

a was dispateéhed to Hagushi to commcnce fleot
;o. Doy and night for the necxt wvwo wecks the -
Oz shovcled food to praciically cvery landing
the Okinawa arca. War's cnd found her dis-
the last of her cergo in Ic Shima., The
. was assigned as Convoy Commodorc for thc
h01 trip back to Pcarl,

ith a full load the Gordonia agoln found hergelf ~ |
bound for Ckinawea., This time sho pulled in on the '
teil cndé of a- typhoon. Her stay horc was short as
sho recoived ordors to report to Yokosuka, Janﬂn
imincdiatcely Two anchor was let go ofT Yolkosuka
Cectober 23, 1945.

in Yokosuka and scvoral of thoe crow werc able to
noke it o Tokyo,., “hilc hore, Jarancsc iflcs and
bavoncts wore obbainced for cach meibor of the ship,
bocn deys after arrivel, upon complction of flcct
¢ the Cordonia rocciwved orders to roport to San
O, UdSalie

During the unloading pcriod liberty was grentcd . }
i
i

Vith her bow ncadoed honoward for the Tirst

¢ sincc commissioning tho old lordborg (ong ginc)
clly turncd over and gont us honc in lS\Qst. The
ghts of L.i, looized uighty good to all honds,.

The following trip was cgoin to Oliinawa,. The
crov was begining to think Ckinowa vias homc port for
thie Gordonia, Cver a.nwonth was rogqu 1c to reach
port on thig, tho longost voyage in thoe short history
of tho ship, as tho weather was as contrary as a
viorin, Lt thot time Okinawe had all the food she
could usc and tho Gordonic was scnt on to Korca, Our
stoy in Xorca, short as it was, cnabled the crow to
obtaln morc souveiirs.

A small gortlon of our cargo was Tlecct 1ssuod to
the No Cl vesscls in the arca. Upon lcaving Korca the
Gordonia hoadec fubhor wost Tor Taku, China. Ixtremecly
cold weather greeted the Gordonla's arrival in Taku
a5 she plowed bw_ougﬂ ice to get to her anchoragc. .
The Moval ghing hore woerce also suppliocd and the re-
maindcer of tho cargo woas issucd to the Marinc Garrison
in Ticntsin, Chinc, "hilc herc the crow was ablc to
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nersicipate in recrootion trips up to Ticntsin, China.

CTeoving China the Gordonic sct sail, this tine, J
ior the Golden Gate, which port shc arrived on 4 :
Cowel 1946, 4s onc-half of thoe crow woerc cligiblc to
fp vecring civices again, transfers worc thoe order of
¢ doy. :

;__

: Conscquently many ncw faccs werc socn as the
Gordonia sailed undeor tho Golden Gatc hoading for
thic Philippines on what well mey be hor last voyoge.,
Duc to refrigerator troublc cncountorcd about five
deys ouu of “uuqla shic was roroutcd bto Samar,lsland.
41Y of hor frosh provisions worc unloaded and partly
ruloauc¢ to corry to goveral lsland bascs in tho

: Philippinos. : :

Lhy 1k, 1945 === Galvoston, Texas
2y b, 1946 --- Pucrto Princcsa, P.I.
Inniversary Doy finds tho Gordo nir still supply=-
ing the Navy's domend for fresh privisions.to thosc.
o noed then in the Po
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55,500 mileos have boon travcled and

.LA..LD:LUJ-
>E S, 65 bOﬂu of foodusupplicd in thc Pacific,
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COITIISSTONLING CREW

Tieute L.V, CHARMAN, Jr., Commanding Officer
Licut. S. LIARSH, IExecutive Officer

12"‘\ LT
) sl
it

BOERS, F.E., CHI

BOYD, .M., Jr., SK2c
D, Vik., SK3c
BURBAUK, Zel., JT., SK20
CALLAMAN, N.B., F2c
CARBREY, 11.G., SK3c
COLE, J.W., Eilc -
COLIUAN, G.3B., Jr., F2e
CONTL, S.T., FRo

DINITZLECH, FeDs, Sle(SK)
DT PITRIS, R., CBI(PA)

LLA, Jude, BRC

R, FJai., Gii3e

RR, L.S., Rile
TPSTEIN, R.IM,., LolfiiRe
GOLD, G..., SCle
GOCDLALE, CW.R., Silic
ASTING, R.J., Ble

s, H., ShRc

CHUNTLEY, D.R., SERc
WYTE, Y., S2¢

JOHMI3CN, F.D., S2¢

J{ , B., SZ¢

JONES, W., SthH2e

Jury, C.YW., Szc¢
EQLI;T.JBA&UG‘B ) J .l‘ﬁ.‘-l N J Te N 820
LLY, C.i., PaliRe

Do, M.V., Jr., S2e
KIG, E., Ck3c

L

B, Gele, JTe, H3cC
TER, Heds, SZc
[STHIAN, AWT., Jre, S2¢
LIGUORI, D., S?c ‘
ILBUR, C,¥., Zloliile

TRDL, J.T., Jr., Loili3c

Ticut. J.T. LANRY,IITI, Engineering Officer
25~) 7, LIVINGSTONE, First Lieutenant

g) J.H. TAWDLER, Gunnery Officer

&) R.E. JONSIN, Communication Officer

jg) DeC, KOIUYCN, Ass't. Navigator

g) T, ALLIGRETTI, Supply Officer

Clerk X.D. BREAZEAZLE, Jr., Disbursing Officer

X, J.A., CSK
MACIAS, 1,, RM2c
MANN, J.D., Jr., SKlc
D/ULRCH]]LOS, Lads ’ Slc
UC CRUTER, L.L., StlRec
MC C.[LUIJEY' JUE’Q ¢’ SZG

1IC DOHALD, 1., StlRe

MC IENDON, G.L., S2¢

uC VEY, J.E., SC3c
MILLER, K.D., S3¢
MILLER, R.B., Hi2c
MOORE, J.C., SRC"
:TOORE, T'u']'.C., JI‘. ¥ SZO
MOSER, MR" “J, S2c
10SS, C.JH., S2¢
MULLINS, R.E., Slc |
LURPHY, L.L., Molli3e
1URPHY, 1.K., S2¢
O'BRIEN, 7.T., Molzce
PADPLEFCRD, J.R., FRC
PRATIR, E.L,, SF2c

RLPP, K.D., Sk3c
RENSCHLER, L.J., Moll3c
RIBARRO, J.i., S2C
RCSS, R.R., Fle

SLNDS, R.C., Glile
SHAPTIRO, LeL., COX

SZBIUGA, J.V., BiRe

SEUABOVSKI, V.W., Biile
TAYLOR, T.Cs, JT., QM3c
TERLICIER, C.h., CLRC
THOWPSON, . RJH., F2c
WARREN, .., MoiMilc
‘\‘.LJ:NI‘ER' Ea Jo » JI?. ' QMZC
VEHARTON, J.1., Jre, Ylo

ILKIZE, E.C., RM3c ;




THE CREV ONE VEAR TATER

Comdr, C

Lt{jg) B.J.

Lt jg) C.P.

Lt(Jjg) DeSe

IEngign D.C, uanAH
Insign D.E. cnaﬁyU:fﬂ

L, 7, S2e
Roiet E,C., 5C3c¢
/Uurih, I., T2c
Iy _:.LJL\J s Lede ’ Slc

> ﬁ"lBC
T"To, Slc .
.:J ’ oy lloll._ 30
, D.2,, CsSK(Pa)
13, Culis, Billc

":'..LF‘J., Flc

1,

G.D., Slc

:, J.5., Sle

CT..Q.LIL\:, T.‘ .C [} IJ.] C
/

COT, J.h., S2e
DRI, ZOF., Fle

GOLLETT, A.V.,Jdr., SK3c
COLLING, Ii,i,, Stile
‘ NgUCRTH, H.J., Sle
0R, R.F., F20
CCLLOI ., "T.C,, Flc :
C.LLOSlJC.LLLT Do ey olO
*DAITELSCH, I’ Ds, SKZc

DEE RS T., iiokifle
TGS PO“, D.il., S2c
’EfSTEIm Rell., loilile

FRISL, @.K., S2¢
GIBSC, L., Sle
GRITN, R.V., Ei3c
cuyY, L., 820

FLRRIS, Ll CBI( Pi)
HYTE, ., CoxX. .
ISLIR, J.H., Sii3c
'DT.ELuu, J.J., QRe

The 17 men marked with an

«R. GIBZON, Commancing Officer
DUTLER, Jr., Ixccutive Officer
ASSAD, First Licutcnant
COG““? Communication Officcr
Tnginccring Officer
.TUBIKﬁT“IN, Gunncry Officecr
Supply & Disbursing Officer

JOSTES, G.C., Ri3c
*JUDY, C.W., SK3c
L JDO\J ’ AL.V. ,dr., Holli3c
LITTING, R.D., Bli2c
><'| LSD:I—T.LJ-LL’ II. J—o ’ SlC
T “i\ \], R.C.,JI‘., FlO
LIPA, Lele., SRcC
J.LJ\TIS G 1‘]-0, Flc
¢ CLULEY, J.T., Flo
130 CRUTDR LE.Te, St3c
*1:C 1LEDON, G.L., Y2c
LICKLE, R.J., Slo
JILIT, 2.0, Slo
"le LJ._J.uJ.\., K. D., Slc
"\*ﬂOO.R.Ll TWaCo ,JI‘., Sle
T’IC)RII““T, J O.,Jr., CliRc
. CRTu.UL)uI\T Co :?L’;?’ SCBC
1088, C.H., Flo

IIOR m-v, Tt sle
PLDGAT, T, StllRe

RIGSBIEE, WO® Wi#, SK3e
ROSSIAanT, P., Fle
o _:)_l.._.).L.\‘J.LLL(,‘ d W1ds s Slec
l;ucm., R..La.“’ QrLBC
RCUT, T.B., loMID3cC
RUDY, G.H., Holif3c
ROV ’,lTD C,H., Gii3c
RYDEN, P.H., Sle
L)CIT\ ‘:.Lz_J, Lop.o P SFBC
SUAN, V. "R, Phillc
(TALIBLYN, T,0,,dr., Ei3c
“LRREN, F.U., CHMOLLI
UTTLS, £.B.; Sle:
ZITHERK, Se, JT., Slo

asterisk arc still aboard.




AVNIVERSARY DAY DINNER

Roast Young Tom Turkey

Sage Dressing
llashed Potatoes with Giblet Gravy
Buttered Peas
| Asparagus Tips
) Cp;e Slgw Av | «~\\\
Lpple Pie, ala llode
Iced Tea
Sweet & Sour Pickles
4Ripe Clives
uts - , Candy

‘Cigars Cigarettes






