HISTORY OF THE USS CONSOLATION (AH 15) -
L desperate need for more héspital ships during théffinél months of ﬁhe
Japanese conguest produced the USS CONSOLATION (AH 15) as one of six "floating
hospitals" known as the "Haven Classh, Their ingenious constructiop,va

tribute to modern medical'design and équipment,umarked the first time in

‘history that the Navy has had a class of hogpital ships,

In capacity, each ship of this group exceeds that of any other hoepitsl
ship by several hundred beds., Permanent wards can absorb 786 patients - 660

enlisted men and a total of 126 in Sick Officers! Ouarters, The number of

- beds, however, may.be_expanded to handle far greater numbers whenever the'

heed exists,
Each ship displaces 15,000 tons, has 7 decks and an over-all length of

520 feet, The beam is 71 feet 6 Inches, Fach also has a speed of 17 knots

~and a cruising range of 12,000 miles at that speed,

Built by the Sun Shipbuilding and Dry 5ocijompany,'Chester; ﬁennsyl—
vania ﬁnder‘Maritimé Commission contrect MC~2573, the USS CONSOLATION is
a C4~-S-BR type hull, Delivery to the U, S. Navy in a partial state of -
completion occured on-30 Aurust 1944, Whereuﬁon the hull was towed to

Hoboken, New Jersey for conversion to-a hospital éip by the Shipbﬁilding’
. . . 4

. Division of Bethlehem Steel Com@any.  Leaving Chester, Pennsylvania on
_ 1 Septéﬁber 1944, , she reached Hoboken oh~3 September‘l9hh5'ahd conversion

was started at once,

" on 15 Jaﬁuary"1945; the prospective commanding officer, Philip G, BECK,
Captain (DM), USNR, arrived in the yard, GSeveral other officers had already
reported and by"lﬁ’February,‘mésfnof'the{departmeﬁt headé Wege deeply eng-
rossed in'thé fésk_of sgpervising converéion ana'prepariqg to commission =
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the ship. On 20 April 1945, Captain BECK reciéived orders from BuPers to
proceed to Washington, D.C., on additional temporary duty in connectior.
with a selection-board. He was temporarily relieved as PCQ and CO, when
commissioned » by Commander P, S, TAMBLING, USN. |
Conversion was corﬁpleted on 22 May 1945, and the vessel placed in
commission at 1100 that date by Captain Hareld V. McKettrick, USN, repre--
sentative of the Commandant, Navy Yard, New York s The ship was then tu’rncd“
over toCommander TAMBLING, USNlas*temporary CO: .Bxecutive Officer was |
R. F. IE iIS, Lt. Comdr, (D), USBNR, &nd E, L. GILBERT, Lieut. (EM), was
Chief Engineer, Medical spaces werc under_ the supervision of Capfain
Lloyd R. NEWHOUSER, MC, USN, Senior "edical Officer, ,Cﬁief of Surgery
-was Captein L. }cCARTHY, MC s USNR and Chief of Medicine, F, R. BAILEY,
- Commander, MC, USKR, Department heads ‘wére:
Commander "M. SHUPP ...,ususs.u.. Neuro Psych,
- Commander 1.D. ILSON. .+ euvssyuus Orthopedic Sur,
Commander B. O mSTH PLING.......... Sry Dental Off,
Lieutenant G. H, NELSON ......... Chief Nurse
Lt Comdr, JuM, MeNISH \........, Urologist
HLt\. Comdr. We Jo KEEFE «eevnnenss Otol%ﬁéolbglst
| Lt. Comdr. Jn. P; COWEN' 4y vuuvsesy Ophthalmologist
Lieutenant R. M CAULK ......, .'.,\;Ra&iologist
Lieutenant, F. . McK:EE' crenrana Paﬁhologist
The entire comm.ss:wn;mg personnol consmted oi' 21 l:Lne offlcers, 19 -
medlcal officers, 3 dental offlcers, & Ho pltal Corpca offlcers, 30 nurses,
2 Red ’Cross workers, 246 Hospjftal ‘corp'smgenr and 293 enlisted men.
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On the afternoon of -commissioning day the ship moved from Pier i1,
Bethlechem Steél Shipyérds, Hobokeh, N.J., to 33rd Street Pier, Brocklyn,
New York; mooring there for a five-day period during which time stores and
provisions were tékeq aboard. o

In preparatign for a three~day sea trial period; commencing 28 May
1945, ﬁheDVGSSel moved from Pier #33, Brooklyn, New York to the deéerming
statibn,vBayqnne, New Jersey on 27 May. The following mornlng ‘in readinaes
for sea trials, the USS CONSOLATION took departure for Long Island Sound
v area via the Fast River and Hell Géte. Trials terminzted on,BO May, and ‘
the vessel returned to Pler #§3, Brooklyn, New York where provisiéniﬁg Wés
resuned preparatory to getting und@rway\for Norfolk, Virginia,

" Iho USS CONSOLATION departed for Norfolk, on 2 June 1945, steaming
312 miles at an average speed of 12,3 knots, and arrived at the Naval
Operating Ease,'Norfolk, Virginia on 3 June, The same day the temporary
Commanding Officer, Preston S. TAMBLING, Cobmander, USN, reported to
Commander Aux1llary'chuel Sahkedown Group, | |

Two days follow1n' her arrlval in Norfok she'was'again underway.
ThlS tlme for Chesapeake Bey waters to undergo a shakedown period éxpiring~
18 June, Shakedown dld not differ in any 1mportant partloular from that
of aﬁy other auxiliary vessel with the exception of intensive drlll in the
teckniqué of’eﬁbarking and diseﬁbarkihg.casualtigé>with sand dummies as
4pdtienté :inﬁolahd frdm LCVP!s and lifeboats, Drills’ stressed various
méthods of embarking such asrhoisting boaté té.deck levéi by‘ﬁélin’dévits
‘and . taklng utretcber Datlontq @boarﬁ>by means oflpow9r~operated mulbiple~

'lltter h01§ts, Cﬁpable of ralslng 500 pomnds at a upeed of ]50 feet a

minute,
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Commencing 1€ June; the ship underﬁent approximately two weeks of ﬁost~
sjakedown Névy Yard availability in the Norfolk Navy Yard, Portamouth,
Virginia, It was .during £his yard period that Commander Preston 5,
TAZRIING, QSNf temporary Commanding Officer, waé relived by Captain Philip
G. BECK, (DM), USNR, the ship's regular CO, Availiability completed on
1 July 1945, uhb CONSOLATION moved to the Naval Operating Base,-NQrfolk

>to effect additional repairs and correctioﬁs; climexed by a day of sea
trials on 13 Juiy. |

Pursuant to orders of Comservlant, the USS‘CONSOLATION departed from
Norfolk on 14 July enroute to the Canal Zone, éteaming 1697 miles at an

average speed of 13,7 knots to anchor off Cristobgl,@Canal Zone on QO'July.
- Passa throuvh the Panoma Canal to Balboarfollmweq that day with an élapsed
time of seven hours, slxtéen minutes,

Further routing by Cincpaq was received at Balboa, In compliance with
~ those ordbrs, the ship we we.s mnderway again the morning of the twenty-first,
destination Peral Harbor T,H, Rollowing an approximate great.circle
course over 2 distance of R745 mlles the ship arrived at Pearl Harbor on
4 August 19A) having avcraged JA.O knots for the voyage,:

No further movement order wo.s rece1vgd untLJ 13 August (the evening of

'that dcte, the shlp was notlflcd of thc Japanouc uurrender) when Conserforpoc'

 directed the Commandlng Offloer to depnrt on 14 August for Enlwetok Atbll

© Marshall Iulands Group. Early in the mornlng of the thlrd day at - mb&, radio
despatch orders dlrected a dlvers1on to Oklnawa v1n Guum.r Arrival at Guam
on 24 August, fognd no orders ;andlng; spﬁthe ship progceded withOuf:
Stopping, to QkihaWa as ofigmnally grdered. This new dgstinétidn was
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reached oﬁlfhe twenty-eighth of the month. Upon anchoring in Buckner

Boy, Okinawa, the steaming log recorded a distance covered of 4776 miles .

from Pearl Harbor at an average speed of 4.1 knots, ‘

With the receipt of Combatron One sccret operation order 6-45 of 7
September 1945, arrived the opportunity to assist in the'evaquation of
prisoﬁers—of~war from.the~JapanGSevhomeland. Vorale among all of shipte
company rose to:new heichts for here was an operation to whlch everyone's
treining and the ship's qc51~n itself were particularly ade pted, the ;1rsu
ma3cr c§nur1butlon of the USS CCHSOLATICN to the succor of the casus ltleg
of this warl

On 9 September, she was undervuy enroubte to “akayama on %he island
of Honéhu, Japan as a corponent of Task Unit 56,5, 2 co@mandeﬁ by Rear
Admiral R, S. RIGCS aboard the USS MONTFELIER (CLLS?);b About 1900 on
il September the ship anchored in Wakanoura Wan approximately 1} miles
offshore from the Jopanese VllL ge, Dejima, | )

Exploration of the situation at this vlllﬂho ‘on sbore beg“n 12
Soptamb@r with a v1eW'towﬂrd settlnh up lliti s for the recpption of
Alllcd ex~prisoners ofxw

A larﬂe hotel was takcn.ovcr by the Medloml Departmont p@rsonnel of
‘the USS S&kCTUARY (LH 16) and " equlpped for the screening of 1mbulatory
‘p~tlento. The Medlcal Depgrtment personnel of the USS CONSQLATION
'eqt%bllamed its center for the receptlon of the more‘seriouslyvill in
a steumshlp ticket office adjacent to the pier,

A1l former 9rlsoners brou,ht to'Wakayﬁma arrived 1n ,,trgins from

the interior of Japan beuwebn the hours of 2930 on 1’ September ﬁnd 06 15
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on 15 September. Transportation from the bomb-scarred Wakayama railroad
statign to the beach at Dejima, a distance of perhaps five miles was
provided by Japeanese ambulances, trucks and streetcars. Médical Officers,‘
nurses, corpsmen 2nd representatives of the Red Crcss met each train and
directed the unloading, #11 former prisoners were taken_directlf’to the
CONSOLATION! s field unit on the beach., Those requiring transporﬁgtion by
étretéher and others who appeéred fo be seriously ill were treated at the
ficld unit, while the ambulatory cases were sent directly bo the SANCTULRY's
reception center in the‘hotel.

" In the CONSOLLTION's beach hespital, all former prisoners were stripped
of their clothing., Valuables énd clothing worth saving were tagged and
placed in bagé for stérilization ébo;rd the ship. Each men was then given
‘a bed bath or shower and thqrouéhly sprayed withrDDT powder. Following [
" a cereful médical egﬂmination, hew clothing was issued agd hospital
ticketskpfepared..‘Patients were then sent directly to the hospital ship
by strétoher via LCYP boats, » ,

: < . A
buring the first dey, 21l men requiring medical care wergltrans;
pprted to the USS SANCTUARY. By early morning of the’15th September ,‘ 
/however; the SANCTUARY was' loaded ﬁo capacity and soon got unde:way for
Okinewa. It then became necessary for the stafonf the CONSCLATION to.
take over the operation of the screening céntér atAthe hotel in addition
- to their bgaoh hoéﬁiﬁél'unit.; |

About, 0630,'\01* the fifteenth, patients began: arriving on béér& the

CONscmTION and were ,'admitt'ed‘ throughout most of the day. By 1400, the

last of the ex~prisoners of war were hospitalized aboard, Records
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reveal that a total of 1062 repatriated Allied nationals, separated inte

the following categories:

Us S¢ NAVY 44vemaneesess 3 BRITISH FAVY 4evuunvunns 2
U. Sy MARINES.+seaveeese 6 BRITISH ARNY vuvuvvne. 599
u. -s_. ARY veiiveena...192 AUSTRALIAN ARKY ...... 246
U. Su CIVILIAN weveunenn 1 AUSTRALIAN NAVY ........ 4

NETI‘ERL[-'LNDS ARMY Vevsenees 9

As the number of'patients exceeded the CONSULATION'S normal capacity
by abcuﬁ'BOO, cots were set up in every available place throughout the
medical depaftments‘sspaces.'

While the conditions of all former prisoners vaircd, most men suffered
from saﬁe degree of malnutritiOn, and the majority also had évidence of
beri~beri, There were many WithvseVere beri~beri cheracterized by peri-
pheral neuritis, edema, enlargement of the liver ﬁnd not infreguently,
cardiac iﬁsufficigncy. Bphﬁhalmoscopic'exé‘ination révoaled'in nunbrous
cases the presence'of deganefation of the optic nerve,

Examinations Were'madeiof the stools and parasites of the intestines,
The Asceris, a round worm, was fourd in most of the specimens. Other types
of illnesses found were furuncles and ulcers, signs of chronic bronchitis
and respiratory infections which were éomﬁon. The number of cases of
tuberculesis found were negligible,

. . : _ . ,

- Péychologically, the men were iﬁ exnellent_condition‘displaying both

patience and’gratefulness" Usudlly their descriptionslof hOrrible exper;‘
| imnces. were charadférizod by a tendency toward understatement{_

. With proper medical and nursing care, good food and supplementary
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. vitamins, the condition'of every man improved strikingly during their

wtay which was clearly evidenced by the remakrable rise of their

already-good moralé. | | ) . ' | : .

» ﬂovemént ofbﬁhe ex-prisonérs was delayed by tychoon warnings received |
throughout Sunday and Monday, 16 and 17 September that eancelled sailing t
orders. The ship was ordered to assume a staﬂe of readiness permitting ‘
the possibility of getting underway Qé one-ﬁalf hour's notice.- éy 1209 on.
londay, a plot of storm warnings left 1ittle orknp doubt that the storm. |
center would pass within 100 miles or less of thayéma, ﬁeachings its'
Severest.intensity getween 2400 and 0200 the night of the seventeenth,
the wind approximéted 76 knots accompanied by a minimum bzrometer reading
of 28.82.

Sufféring no damage nor casu#lties, the USS CCNSCLATION stood out
to sea at 1300, 1& September enroute to Buckner B@y, Bkinawa in compliance
with orders of Comﬁander TasK‘Unit, 56;5.2. ‘Two doys later she anchored
in Buckner Bay, awaiting instruétions én disposition to be made of the

ex~prisoners of war evacuated from Japan.

Debarkation of all the former prisoners to Army facilities at - : 1
Okinawa was ®arried out over a period of three daysabegiﬁning 22 September.
Completion of this mission found the ship under orders to return to
“Wakayama and rejoin her taek qniti

~ iith dis'émbarkati-on of ex-POy's comploted on 25 September, the
| A.CONSOLRTION‘suffered a delay ofaoné déy in BucknerrBay, Okinawa Beforé again
btaking departure fro Wakayama, Jépan. _This time o r?join Task Unit 56.5.é - 5
© and fﬁﬁctioﬁ as a hospital for>units of the Fifth Fleet in that~éréa.
~Anchorage was reached in ;Wﬁkanéur§ Wan,on 59 Sépteﬁber. |
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The ensuing days were full -of aqtivity for the Medical Departmeﬁt.
Operating as a "floating hospital® for.fhis unit of the Fifth Flect, the
Uss CONSOLATION credominated in medical consultation activities as well

as treating emergehcy’cases. The sﬁip's gxcellent cquipment for diagnosis

was put at the disposal of medical officers and pharmacist!s mtes-of other

' ships. Heavliest activity in consultations and treatment was found in the

E.B.N,T. Clinic, X~ray Department, Dental,CLinic and Laboratory.
Simultaneously with receipt‘of information the ship would accompany

Amphibious'Group Eight-in its movement to Nagoya, Japan on 15 October

&

~

came frequent and regular warnings of an intense storm center in the
nature of a typhoon sweeping over the Okinawa area and re-curving to
strike the Empire Island cf Honshu, “fith ComPhibGroup Eight's decision

to place the Typhoen Bill into effect on 9 October, and in complidnce

thereto: the CONSULATION proceeded to its typhoon anchoragé in outer

Wakanoura “WWan that afterncon to await storm developments. Fortunately

the storm center did not pass as near as had the typhoon expeirenced the

i

previcus month, Yet, this typhoon was by far more destructive to ships

and instellations of the U: S. Armed Forces. Damage and desbruction was

éxtensive;\and; with eccompenying loss of life and injury‘to personhel,
was centercd on Okinawa. |

~Fe§1ing’the USS CONSCLATION could be éfiéonsidérable aid to‘injurqd
personnel and patients ashofe who were without'shelter, she was dispatched
at best possible speed to Buékﬁer Bay, Okinawa td lénd all possiblerassié~

tance to authorities there., Making departure on 11 October as socn as seas

- had subsided to-some extent, an average speed of 16,7 knots was maintaincd,

.
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She anqhoréd in Buckner Bs, in .early forenoon on 13 October. Okinawa Shima
had expsrienced thé Worét of the storm on the 9th, affording military
authorities four dﬂys before the CONSULATICN's arrival to initiate relief
measures, AMr evacuetion of patients played a predominant role prior to
her reaching Okinewa, however, a few wcore men ;njured_during the
typhoon were eﬁbar lred frow ships in the harbor and commands ashore. Péﬁding

movement of the Eight fmphibious Groupt to Napoya, Japan, in which the

CONSCLATION was to participate, she remained in Buckner Bay providing.

£

—

medi al consultations and treatmeﬁt.
Port Director Okinawals.despatch orders 240010 of Octcber 3945 directed
a return to Japan, this time to Na[oya;; Origd nally, plans included a

reridezvous with amphibiczus forces off Wakayama, whereupon the tesk unit

would proceed ta Nagoyae Tno ¢ arrangements were cohcelled however, by’

ComFhibGroup El,ht's desy ?tcb orders 25“2&7 of Cctober'1945 received enrcute,

directing the CONSULATION tc proceed independently to Nafdya, Thus, she
anchored in Ise - an off Pﬂg@]& on 2§ October, having steamed 752.6 miles
for an average specd of 14.8 knots. The following morhing anchor was
weighed and mooring made to buoys in Nagoya inner hafbor.

From the 27th of Yctcber until 3 Novemper 1945, hervfunction was that
of providing médical service to Fifth Fleet units in the vicinity as well
‘as shore activifies including Army. It was while so,engaged tﬁat notifi~
,cation.was*reéeiveq that thé ship'was bo be included in tbe U’ 8 Nbvy'
WMAGTC CARPETﬁ movemont, A shuttle service born of the urgency for'
returning veteransito the United States. ConS‘rvPac's ord r Lo proceed to

Vs

Ckinawa for embarkation of patients was contingent upOn release by
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ComPhibGroup Fight. With réceipt of that release, the USS CONSCLATION

s£mod out to sea on the third of November, and anchéred in the vicinity
of Prown Beach, Bucknecr Bay on 5 November, ready in all respects to embark
patients for transportation to the United States. |

At 0600, on 9 N$vember, the USS CUMSOLATION seiled for the UNited
States with a tobtal of 754 patients and passengers aboard.

On 19 Noveiuber 1¢45 a despatch was received from CincPac with
instructions that the COFSOLATIUN's desi{nntiqh‘had been temporarily

changed from AH-15 to APN-115,




