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TiAL
i Ini— U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL 22 - 28 February 1945

Z20NE #5

Commissiored 1000, 22 February 1945 at EROWN SHIPEUILLING
COMPANY, INC., Houston, Texzs.

In training stetus under COTCLant, U, S, Atlentic Fleet.

1400, 22 Februasry 1945, underwsy -- proceeded to Galveston,
Texas, to load stores, provisions, and ammurition; conduct readiness for
sea period prior to reporting for shakedown trials and ultimste orders to

active service.

> C. HARRISON, JF,
Liewterart Commander, (D), USNK,
Commending «
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Rag. No. =
RS M
U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL
Zone f 5 1 - 6 March 1945

Anchored in BOLIVAR ROADS, GALVESTON, TEXAS, in quarantine in compliance
verbal orders of SENIOR MEDICAL OFFICER, U.S. NAVAL FRONTIER BASE, GALVESTON,
after discovery of one case of spinal Meningitis aboard. Patient transferred
to hospital. Enitre ship's company undergoing preventative treatment.

7 = 9 March 1945

Undergoing three days independent operations prior to reporting for
shakedown training. Completed stowage of commissioning equipment, took on
provisions and supplies. Proceeded to sea for organizational purposes,
drills, etc. Test fired all guns.

10 - 15 March 1945

0800, 10 March, reported for duty to CTU 23.8.2, COMMANUER GULF SHAKE-
DOWN UNIT, U.S. ATLANTIC FLEET. Continued training in accordance with pre-
arranged schedule of COTCLamt and CGSU until 1600, 15 March at which time
ship proceeded to BROWN SHIPBUILDING CORP,, HOUSTUN, TEXAS, in compliance

orders of CGSU,
16 - 19 March 1945

Post-shakedown eveilability period at BROWN SHIPBUILDING CORP., HOUSTON,
TEXAS,

20 March 1945

Departed HOUSTON for GALVESTON, TEXAS, where remaining stores and pro-
visions were taken aboerd.

21 - 23 March 1945

0001, 21 March, reported for duty to CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (DIRECT=-
OR OF NAVAL TRANSPCRTATIONS SERVICE), 1200, 21 March, unde for GULFPORT,
MISSISSIFPI in accardance orders of PORT DIftECTOR, GALVESTON, TEXAS, Confid-
ential Letter (Movement Order) R-60, to load cargo. Steaming singly without
escort. Coastal piloting.

114419 /



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

WAR DIARY (continued).
QO NFI DENTTAL
2 - 31 March 1945
Loading cargo at NSD(ABD), GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI,

.@M, .

C. HARRISON, JR
Lieutenant Commander, USNR,
Commanding
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Inem 27267

U.S. S. CHATHAM (ax.@& e ,
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

WAR DIARY
COMFT DENTIAL e

Zone £ 5

0001, 21 March 1945, reported for duty to CHIZF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS,
(DIRECTOR OF NAVAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE).

1 April 1945
Loading cargo at NSD, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI,

2 - 7 April 1945

0901, 2 April 1945, underwsay independently, without escort, for CANAL
ZONE, PANAMA, in accordance with Com8 Confidential Movement Order #5-45.

8 - 9 April 1945

Mmuxcxgy'a;ge repairs at CRISTOBAL, PANAMA, and transit of canal to BALBOA,
P .

Reported to CINCPAC for duty (CHATHAM Confidential Dispatch 091455 of
April 1945).

10 - 30 April 1945

1645, 10 April 1945, underway independently, without escort, for
FEARL HARBOR, HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, In accordance with PORT DIRECTOR, BALBOA,
Confidential Dispatch 091422 of April 1945.

Zone £ 6 at 1900, 13 April 1945.
Zone £ 7 at 1900, 16 April 1945.
Zone £ 8 at 1900, 21 April 1945.

2049, 21 April 1945, rerouted to SOCORRO ISLAND in accordance with
COMVWESSEAFRON Confidential Dispatch 220406 of April l%gmto IEEamégflfcute
appendicitis patient to plane and Doctor arriving from * a

0517, 25 April 1945. Patient transferred to plane off SOCORRO LSLAND,
Resumed original routing to PEARL HARBOR, HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

Q. Naxsan,

) C. HARRISON, JR

120880



Zone £ 5

2800
27=24. 5N
87.38W

23-38.5N
85~59.0W

20-34N
84=11W

17-21N
81520

0800
13-43N
80~23W

PANAMA CANAL ZONE

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

P

87-21W

23~-02N
85-LLW

2200
19-52. 50
83-39MW

2200
16-52.5N
81-23W

13-0LN
80-25W

Piloting - Gulf of Panama

4200

7-01N
8l-220

2 April 1945
2000

29-02. T4
88-26.5W

3 April 1945
2000
86-32, 5W

L April 1945
2000

21=54LN
85-13%

5 Rpril 1945
2000

18-50N
82-53W

6 April 1945

2000
15-4TH
80-51W

7 April 1945
2000

13""37 - 5N
80-21W

8 April 1945

8 ~ 9 Aprdil 1945

10 April 1945
11 April 1945

2000

7-CCH
82-36W




Zome £ 5

84~33. 5W

7-57H -
88-024

Zone £ 6
0800
9-06N

92-12W

10-23N
96=21W

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

4200
b=l
85-120

88-LOW

9=19N
92=53W

1200
10-38N
97-0LH

11-43N
100-31. 5W

13-06N
104~-34W

2200
1-12N
108~350

112-46W

12 April 1945
2000

7-06N

86-25W0

13 April 1945
2000

8-27N
90=04 . 5W

1 April 1945
2000

9=Llys 5N
=15

15 April 1945
2000

10-55N
98-20W

16 April 1945
2000

12-13N
101508

17 April 1945
2000

13-32N
106-03W

18 April 1945
2000

=320
109-510

10 Anril 1045
2000

15=44N
114-06W



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

Zone £ 7 20 April 1945
9800 4200 2000
16-07N 16-19N 16-38N
116-13.5W 116-55W 118-24W

21 April 1945

0800 4200 2000
17-10N 17-21N 17-45N
120-33W 121-03wW 122-35.5W

2049, Rerouted to SOCORRO ISLAND for transfer of acute appendicitis
patient to plane from SAN DIEGO,

Zone £ 8 22 April 1945

0800 4200 2000
17-56N 17-58N 18-02N
120-53W 120-06% 118-LTW

23 April 1945
0200 2200 2000
18-~13N 18-20N 18-29N
116-L25 115-59W 114~LOW

2, April 1945
0800 4200
18-36. 5N 18-35N
112“3605“ m‘55w

Off SOCORRO ISIAND awaiting arrival of plane at 0500, 25 April 1945
25 April 1945

4200 2000
18-38N 18-300
111-58W 113-07%

0517 Patient transferred to plane. Resumed original routing to
PEART, HARBOR, HAWATIAN ISLANDS,

A a2y YA P
L S S

2200 prse) 200
18-33N 18-3LN 18-33N
115-36W 116-20W 117-49%



U.S.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

2200
18-36, 50
1204 .6W

27 April 1945
2000

18-38N
122-11W

28 April 1945

2000
18-1,6N

126-25W

29 April 1945
2000
19-09. 5N
13054 5W

30 April 1945

2000
19-44N
135-0k



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

WAR LIARY
MAY

GONFIDENTIAL
Zone £ 8

)lopcl'hd to CINCPAC for duty (CHATHAM Conf. Iispatch #091455 of April
1945).

1-5 May 1945

Steaming independently, without eseort BALDUA, CANAL ZOBh, to PEARL
HARBOR, T. Hep in accordance with Port Director Conf., Dispatch 091422 of

April 1945, as routed. of advance 9.5 knots. Full load cargo a-
board from GULFPUKT, MISSISSIFiI,

Zone £ 9 at 1900, 1 May 1945.
Zone £ 94 at 1900, 5 May 1945.

Zone £ 9% 6 May 1945
1027 Moored Berth X-3, PEARL HARDOR, OAU, Assigned to duty under

COMMANDER SERVICE SQUADRON LIGHT; Commodore A. He GHAY, USN, ae one of the
Fleet Freight Service vessels,

7 May 1945
1058 Underwsy for HOMOLULU, OAlU, arriving Pier 31A at 1330,
8-11 May 1945
Cargo unloading and loading operations,
12-23 May 1945
MARSHALL LSLANDS) 10 ssoor dunee. i th GOMMARSELFAON Gon, Lisey serial 0362 of

11 May 1945, as routed. OSpeed of advance 9.5 knots,

Zone # 10 at 1900, 13 May 1945.
Zone £ 11 at 1900, 15 May 1945.
Zone £ 12 at 1900, 18 May 1945.

0000, Changed date and tiwe Zope to 20 May 1945, Zome - 12, upon West~
ward crossing of Imternstiomal Date Line.

125653 1



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Cslifornia

WAR DIAKY
MAY

Zone - 12 23 May 1945
1530 Held 20MM AA practice, expending 960 rounds.
2l May 1945
0851 Anchored in anchorage A, Berth L-5, LNIWETOK, MAKSHALL ISLANDS,
25=28 May 1945
0743, 25 May 1945, underway independently, without escort, for SiIPAN
» MARIANAS, im accordance with Port Director, ENIWEIOK Conf. Lir. dated
24 lqy 1945, a8 routed, Speed of advance 9.5 knots,

Zone - 11 at lw' 26!" 19‘05.
Zons - 10 at 1900, 28 May 1945.

29 May 1945
0955 Arrived off SAIPAN ISLAND HARBOR, MARIANAS,

1110 Rerouted to TINIAN HAREOR, TINIAM ISLAND, MARIANAS, in accordance

with visual dispatch orders of Port Director, SAIPAN,
1549 Anchored in TINIAN HARBOR, TINIAN xs:.w, MARLANAS,

30-31 May 1945
1200, 30 May 1945, unloaded TINIAN gargo; awaiting orders to GUAM,

N. C. HARRISON, JR,



Zone £ 8

137-07%
Zonme ¢ 9

m".s

800
19-33N
159=-10%

Zome £ 10

U.S.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Franecisco, California
LOSITIONS UNUEINAY

1 May 1945
200
20-23N
13933

2 May 1945
<00
20=L0N
L3-37TW

3 May 1945
2000
21078
14 7=L1%

b May 1945
2000
21208
151-59W

5 May 1945
2000
=228
156-0LN
6=12 May 1945
12 May 1945

B

157=5W
13 May 1945
200

18-54N
161=-10W

14 May 1945
20

17-55%
165-09w



Zome # 10

17=19N
167040
Zone £ 11

s8]
15-56M
170-54%

174~39%
Q800

13-L1N

176-18%
Zone # 12

0000, changed date and time some to 20 May 1945, Zone = 12 upon west-

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
EOSIIIONS UNDEINAY

S0
17-11N
LE7=lsW

200
15-450
170-34%

L=520
175-20W

o
13-25N
178580

ward crossing of Intermatioml Date Line.

000
12-09K

177-468

ps )
11~-57N
177-02E

d200
10-328
173-08E

169-07E

e
Yo%t

15 May 1945
2000
16m4,3N
169=02W
16 May 1945
2000
) 5-268N

172-5LN
17 Msy 1945

2000
L-21N

176=36N
18 May 1945
200
12-55N

179~40E

20 May 1945

200
11-308
175-43E

21 May 1945
200
10-120
171-508

22 May 1945
200
10-02N
167=-4,28

23 May 1945

b




U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

POSITIONS UNLERRAY
Zome - 12  ENIWETOK, MARSHALL ISLANDS 24, May 1945
25 May 1945
2200 2000
11168 11-40N
162-01E 160-32E
Zone - 11 26 May 1945
2200 &0 <00
12-118 12.16K 12-308
158-258 157428 156-128
27 Msy 1945
Q600 40 2000
12-56N 13-03N 13-15M
154~06E 153-2,E 151-59E
28 May 1945
Q800 4200 200
L3-410 13530 Li-17N
150-10E 1,9=-29E 147-518
Zone - 10 TINIAN ISLAND, MARIANAS 29«31 May 1945



REG.NO /327
R. S. NO
REG., SHEET NO 1 )3

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

WAR DIARY
JUNE
CONFIDMNTIAL

Assigred to Fleet Freight Service (5/6/45), SERVICE SQUADRON EIGHT;
Commodore A« H. GRAY, USH,

Zone =10 1-19 June 1945
Anchored in TINIAN HARBOR, TINIAN ISLAND, MARIANAS,
20 June 1945
1740 Underwey independertly, without escort, for APRA HAKRBOR, GUAM,
MARIANAS, in eccordance with PORT DIRECTOR, TINLAN, Confidential Ltr., ser-
ial 0180 of 20 June 1945, as routed. Speed of advance 9.5 knots.
21 June 1945
0845 Anchored in Berth 501, APRA HAREOR, GUAM, MARIANAS,
22 June 1945

0911 Moored to Dock "I", APRA HARBEOR, GUAM, MARIANAS,
0915 Commenced cargo unleoading operations,

27 June 1945
2135 Completed cargo discierging operatioms; all cergo unloaded.
28-30 June 1945
0643 28 June 1945, underway independently, without escort, for SAN
FIUNCISCO, CALIFORNIA, in accordence with PORT 5I&ECTOR, Confidential Ltr.,
gorial PDG1493 of 27 June 1945, as routed. Speed of advarce 9.0 knots.
Zone =11 at 0000, 30 June 1945.

.em, .

+ C. HARRISON, JR
Lieut. Comdr., USNEL,
Commanding.

131431



Zone =10

0800

Zone =10

Q800
12-570
148-26T

Zone =11

0800
12-22N
152-30E

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

c/o Fleet Post Office
Sen Francisco, California

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

2200
13-0eN
144=55E

12-50N
14,9-09E

4200
12-17N
153-13E

2  This WAE [LARY consists of two (2) pages.

28 June 1945

2000
13-07K
146-16E

29 June 1945
2000

12-35N
150-3%E

30 June 1945

2000
12-08N

15 4-L4E
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Rew. SHEET NO 0

U.S8.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/0 Fleet Post Office
San Franecisco, California

WAR DIARY
JULY

CONFIDENTIAL

Assigned to Fleet Freight Service (5/6/45), SERVICE SQUADRON
EIGHT; Commodore A. H. GRAY, USN,

Zone =11 1-17 July 1945

Steaming independently, without escort, enroute GUAM,
MARTANAS, (departed 0643, 28 June 1945) to SAN FRANCISCO,
CALIFORNIA, in accordance with PORT DIRECTOR CONF. LTR. serial
PDG1493 of 27 June 1945, as routed. Speed of advence 9.0 knots.

Zone =12 at 0000, 4 July. ‘
24,00, 6 July 1945 Changed date and time zone to 6 July,
Zone #12, upon Eastward crossing of International Dete Line.

Zone ¢11 at 0000, 8 July.
Zone #10 at 0000, 11 July.
Zone ¥ 9 at 0000, 13 July.
Zone £ 8 at 0000, 16 July.
Zone ¥ 7 at 0000, 18 July.

18 July 1945

1635 Moored at Pler #60, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, for
voyage repairs and availability period.

29 July 1945

0825 Availability work completed; moved out to Anchorage
#12, SAN FRANCISCO HARBOR,

30 July 1945

0800 Underway for test run on degaussing range TREASURE

ISLAND, and compass calibration.
1136 Proceeding to NAD, MARE ISLAND, CALIFORNIA, to load

defective ammunition for disposal at sea,

: 1.
134708



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
Sen Francisco, California

WAR DIARY
JULY

31 July 1945

e
2 /
I .
¢ C. HARRISON, .

Lieut., Comdr., USKR
Commending.

Loading Ammunition.

2



U.S.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

Zone -11 1 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
11-53N 11-48N I11-70N
156-53E 157-37E 159-09E
2 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
11-19N 11-11N 172-11N
161-17E 162-02E 163-09E
3 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
13-32N 14-00N 1L-56N
164588 165=31E 166-33E
Zone =12 L July 1945
0800 1200 2000
16-10N 16-3LN =
168=06E 168=42E 169-458
5 July 1945
800 1200 2000
18-24LN 18-51N 19-39N
171-19E 171-58E 173-07E
6 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
20=- 50N -17N 22=1LN
114~-59E 175-3LE 176=43E
Zone #12 6 July 1945
0800 200 2000
23=31N -57N 24=149N
178-33E 179-10E 179-18W
7 July 1945
0800 1200 2000

3.



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
c/0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

WAR DIARY
JULY
7 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
26-03N 26-25N 27-04LN
177=-38W 176-49W 175-18W
Zone #11 8 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
27=51N 28=13N 28-1L9N
173-08W 172-20W 170-46W
9 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
29=50N 30-16N 30=57N
168«24W 167-36W 166=02W
10 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
=51N 32-12N -
163=31W 162-38W 160-51W
Zone #10 11 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
= 31N 33-1,8N 3L-19N
158-24W 157=30W 155=43W
12 July 1945
0800 200 2000
35-01N -1 3N 35=2 8N
153=01W 152-06W 150=-23W
Zone #9 13 July 1945
0 2 200
5N §a-fen =L LN
148-01W 147-11W 145«23W
14 July 1945
200 2000

0800

gl T



U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

WAR DIARY
JULY
14 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
37-07N 37=-16N 37-28N
1L2-LLW 141-51W 140-02W
15 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
37=56N 37=L7N 38-02N
137-19W 136-22W 134-34W
Zone #8 16 July 1945
0800 1200 2000
38-05N -55N 37=58N
132=21W 131=33W 130=03W
17 Tuly 1945
0800 1200 2000
38-04N -0LN 38-09N
129-39W 126-48%W 124-59W

5, This WAR DIARY consists of five (5) g:g



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

From: The Commending Officer.
To: The Commender in Chief, U, S. Fleet.
Subject: WAR DIARY - August 1945; submission of,

Assigned to Fleet Freight Service (5/6/45), SERVICE SOUADRON
EIGHT; Commodore A. H. GRAY, USN,

Zone £7 1 August
Moored at NAD, MARE ISLAND, CALIFORNIA. Loading defective

ammunition for disposal =t see.
0812 Underway for disposal area,

2 August
1535 Overboard discharge of ammunition in disposal area
completed; proceeded to Anchoraze in SAN TRANCI®CO harbor; Anch-
orage i12.
3=6 August
1910, 3 August; shifted to Pier #54, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.
7 August
0700, Commenced loading operations; general cargo.
11-12 August
1430, 11 August; completed cargo loading operations.
13 August

0742 Shifted to ammunition loading Anchorege #13, SAN FRAN-
CISCO harbor to load ammunition cargo; completed loading at 1440,

1754 Underway, independently, without escort, for FEARL
HARBOR, OAHU, T. H., in accordance with COMWESSEATRON movement
order §637 C&R of 13 August 1945, on courses as routed. OSpeed of
Advence 9.5 knots.

142616 Page 1.




13

CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
c/o. Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California,

Subject: WAR DI/RY - August 1945; submission of.

——— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — w— een S—— — — — —

14-20 August
Steaming as above.

Zone #8 at 1800, 14 August.
Zone #9 at 1800, 16 -August.
494 at 1800, 20 August.

21 August

6111,2 Arrived off PEARL HARBOR, OAHU, T, H,; aweiting entry
at 1630,

1754 Moored Berth K-8, FEARI. HARBOR, OAHU, T. H,
22-27 August

1930, 22 August; commenced cargo discharging operations.
1430, 23 August; completed cargo discharging operations.
1915, 25 August; commenced cargo loading operations.
0135, 27 August; completed cargo loading operations.

1655, 27 August; underwaey independently, without escort, for
ENIWETOK, MARSHALL ISLANTS, in accordance with COMHAWSEAFRON conf.
1tr. serial 01337 of 26 August 1945, on courses as routed, Speed
of advance 10,0 knots,.

27=31 August
Steaming as above.

Zone #10 at 1800, 28 August.
Zone #11 at 1800, 30 August.

.G.w, .

C. HARRISON Jr.
Copy to: Lieut., Comdr., USINR
CominCh (2
CinCPac (1

File (3)
ComServPac (1)
Page Re



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
¢c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California,

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

Zone £8 14 fugust
0800 1200 2000
36-24N 36-05N 35-24N

124=37W 125-16W 127-22V
15 August

0800 200 2000
3h-31 34-10N 33=L5N
129-587 130=41W 132-31V

Zone #£9 16 August
0800 1200 2000
32=L4N 32-26N 31-39N

134=-59W 135=45W 137=-35"
17 August

0800 1200 2000
34=31N 3L-10N 33-45N
129-58W 130=-41W 132-31W
18 August

0800 1200 2000
28=31N 28-06N 27=-30N
1LL=34W 145=79W 146=36W
19 August

0800 1200 2000
26=-23N 26-01N 25-15N
148-53W 149-36W 151-05W
#9% 20 August

Q800 200 2000
21,-09N 23=45N 22-58N
153-15W 153=52\ 155=20W
21 August



e

CONFIDENTTAL U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Celifornia.
POSITIONS UNDERWAY
21 August
0800
21=42N
157=25W
27 August
2000
20-53N
157=53W
0800 1200 2000
19-33N 19-13N 18-L9N
159-20W 160-02W 161-38%
29 August
0800 1200 2000
18-1LN 18-01N 17-28N
163-50W 164-33W 165-51W
Zone #11 30 August
0800 1200 2000
16-L6N 16=28N 15«57
168=-02W 168-45W 178=25W
31 August
0800 1200 2000
15-10N 1L=57N 14=27N
172-38W 173-23W 174=55W
Page 4 .

This WAR DIARY consists of four (4) pagess



; xn REG. NO 9915
-6.NO__
REG. SHEET NO 2%

CONFITENTIAL U.S. 8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

From: The Commending Officer.
To: The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Subject: WAR DIARY « September 1945; submission of,

Assigned to Fleet Freight Service (5/6/4L5),
Zone 411 1l - 5 September
Steaming independently, without escort, enroute FELRL HAREOR,
OAHU, T. H,,(departed PEARL HARPOR 1655, 27 August 1945), teo
ENIWETOX, MARSHALL ISLANDS, in accordence with ComHawSeaFren conf.

ltr. serial 01337 of 26 August 1945, on courses es routed, Speed
of advance 10.0 knots,.

Zone #12 at 1800, 2 September.
Zone =12 at 2400, 2 September. Changed date to L September 1945,
upon Westward crossing of International Date Line.

6 September
1904 Anchored in ENIWETOK, MARSHALL ISLANDS,
7 = 17 September

Cargo Discherging Operations.
18 September

1639 Underway independently, without escort, for OKINAWA,
NANSEI SHOTO GROUP, in accordance with pert director ENIWETOK rout-
ing instructions of 17 September 1945; speed of advance 10.5 knots.

19 -« 25 September
Steaming as above.
Zone -11 et 1800, 19 September.,

Zone -10 at 1800, 22 September.
Zone - ¢ at 1800, 25 September.

1. CONFIDENTIAL

145977



CONFIDENTTAL U.S. 8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Frencisco, Californie.

Subject: WAR DIARY - September 1945; submission of.

26 September
1505 Anchored in BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA, NANSEI SHOTO GROUP.
27 September
1400 Commenced cerge discherging operetions.,
28 -« 30 September
1100 Secured carge discharging operetions.
1620, 28 September; Underwsy in sccordance with orders of
S.,0.,P.A., this date; retiring from BUCKNER BAY to sea gnd formetion;

steaming on evasive courses opposed to movements of typhoon reported
epproaching this erea. Speed 7.0 knots.

':1L,€:r14tn£~4auu,(§§.
. .C. HARRISON,JR.
Lieut,, Comdr., USNR

Copy to:
CominCh {2;
CinCPaec (1
ComServPec (1)
File (2)

Page 2.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTTAL

Zone #11
gsog
-4L1N
177=-05W
Zone #£12
080
-59N
178-39E
Zone -12
080

=17N
173-58E

0800
09= 39N
169-12E

628

164=21E
Zone =11

U.S.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Frencisco, California.

POSITIONS UNDERVAY

1 September

200 2000
=25N I2=%oxy
177=46% 179-12W
2 September
200 2000
=421 T0=59N
177=57E 176-16E
L September
1200 2000
10-15N 10-05N
173-09E 171-33E
5 September
1200 2000
09-56N I0-T5N
168-23E 166-43E
6 September
1200
11-02N
163-24LE
19 September
1200 2000
13-20N TE-1I7N
159-35E 158-0LE
20 September
1200 2000
15-59M T6=L4N
155-20E 153-56E
Paﬁe 3.
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U.S. 8. CHATHAM (AK-169)
% Fleet Post Office
San I'rancisco, California.

POSITIONS s RWAY
21 September
800 1200 24,00
%59'6- 1N 18-26N 1'3‘!- 8N
151-53E 151-118 149-50E
Zone =10 22 September
0800 1200 24,00
20~23N 20=47N = 30N
147=43E 147=575 145«30E
23 September
0800 200 2400
22-L4N 23-01N Eg-§9N
143-11E 142-22E 140-468
2l, September
08 1200 2400
L=10N 2L=13N ?ﬁ'—‘Z’zN
138«26E 137-3€E 135-58E
Zone =9 25 September
0E00 200 2200
2433l ~24N - 39N
133-35E 132-4L8E 131-03E
26 September
0800
2 5= 30N
128-31E
29 September
08 200 24,00
"5%2 -1,8N =L 5N l'lffb'lm
126-28E 126=-04E 125-28E
Page 4.
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CONFIDENT U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Celifornia.

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

30 September

200 2000
- 31N =33N 26-22N
12/4=51E 125-13E 126=06E
Page 5. i
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CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169) )L . JAK L
v i S % Fleet Post Office =~ 7 ].Slbé(
San Francisco, Ca.iforniao- No. ...: s
Cary NO.....} . G.f I'}'i
From: The Commending Officer. s ) Y 84D
To: The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Subject: WAR DIARY - October 1945; submission of.

Assigned to Fleet Freight Service (5/6/45).
Zone =9 1l October
Steaming in convoy under SERVICE DIVISION 104, aboard the
U.S.S. HAMUL (AD-12)(0TC); retiring from BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA,
NANSEI SHOTO GROUP to sea, steaming evasive courses to avoid

movements of typhoon reported approaching this erea. Speed 7.

0 knots.
1435 Anchored in BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA, NANSEI SHOTO GROUP.
1800 Cargo discherging operations. 2-6 October

7 October
1345 Ceased discherging cergo.
- 1456 Underway in accordance with orders of S.0.P.A., this
date; retiring from BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA, to sea in formation;
steaming on evasive courses to evoid movements of typhoon reported
approaching this area. Speed 7.0 knots.
7-10 October
1305 Steaming as above.
11 October
1308 Anchored in BUCENER BAY, OKINAWA, NANSEI SHOTC GROUP,
12-21 October
1030 Continued discharging cargo.
22 October

1605 Completed cargo operations.

143710
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CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
#an Francisco, California.

Subject: WAR DIARY - October 1945. submission of,.

22 October 1945
1749 TUnderway independently, without escort, for GUAM,
MARIANAS, in accordance with port director OKINAWA, routing
instructions of 19 October; speed of advance 10.5 knots.
Zone -1l at 2400,24 October. 23=26 October 1945
Steaming as above.
27 October 1945
1620 Anchored in AGANA BAY, GUAM, MARIANAS,
28-31 October 1945
Anchored in AGANA BAY, GUAM, MARIANAS,
77 ' e =
i) it
/L

H./G. TR
Lt. Comdr, USHNR.

co:
CNO (2)
CinCPeec (1)
ComServPac (1)
File (2)

Page 2,
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CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

Zone =9 7 October
2000
26=00N

128-29E
8 October

0800 1200 2000

25=55N -58N 25- 30N

129-49E 129-42E 130-04E
9 October

0800 1200 2000

25-12N 25=38N -23N

130-27E 130-2LE 130-21E
10 October
0800 1200 2000
25-21N =35N 26-03N
129-41E 129-21E 129-00E
22 October
2000
25=57N
128-08E
23 October

0800 120 2000

2L=-07N - 30N 22-38N

129-13E 129=4LLE 130-59E
Zone =10 24 October

0800 1200 2000

21-27N 20-13N I9-52N

132-18E 133-06E 134-24E
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CONFIDENTIAL:

0800
18-L7N
136-12E

Zone =10

0800
16-38N
139-41E

0800
1l=O04N
143=-34E

U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California,

POSITIONS UNDERWAY

25 October
1200 2000
18-24,N Tgﬁ’m
136-43E 137-53E
26 October
1200 2000
16-10N I15-14N
140-23E 141-43E
27 October
1200
13-38N
144-14E
Page L.

This WAR DPIARY consists of 4 pages.
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1% 1AN 1946
CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169) ' Mo 8C) A.L%L{é/( /67

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.
: Ck!a'lk;w““m__ﬂ/;. 4

From: The Commanding Officer. Rog Mo . 2.53 Y
To: The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet. LS
Subject: WAR DIARY - November 1945; Submission of.

ASSIGNED TO COMMANDER SIRVICE FORCE, U.S. PACIFIC FLEET, (10/2/45).
(ComServPac restricted ltr. Serial 1152-40 of 10/2/45). Redistribution of stock
and moving of fleet freight zmong depots in forward areas. Initizl seilings from
GUAM, MARTANAS.

Zone =10 1 November

Anchored in AGANA BAY, GUAM, MARIANAS ISLANDS,

2=l November
Anchored as above.
5 November
Proceeded to APRA HARBOR for cargo operations.
5-14 November
Cargo discharging operations.
15 November
0135 Completed cargo discharging operations.
0200 Cergo loading operstions commenced.
16-21 November
Cargo loading operations.
22 November

0520 Completer ezrgo loading operztions.

1319 Underway independently, without escort, for SEEADLER HARBOR, MANUS
ISLAND, ADMIRALTY GROUP, in accordance with Port Director GUAM, conf. routing
instructions of 22 November; speed of zdvance 10 knots.

23=-26 November
Steaming as above.

CONFIDENTIAL
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% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Californiz.

Subject: WAR DIARY - November 1945; submission of.

——— e ——— e — e — e — e —————— — ——— e — e — —

27 November
Anchored in SEE/DLER HARBOR, MANUS ISLANDS, ADMIRALTY GROUP.

28 November
1035 Moored to NEBU DOCK, MANUS ISLAND, ADMIRALTY GROUP.
1240 Commenced cargo discharging opersations.

1800 Completed discharging operztions

29 November
0625 Commenced cargo loading operztions.
30 November
Cargo lozding operations. / L//\\
N5 ey
H.”G. TRYNK

Lt. Comdr., USNR

cc:
cuo (2)
CinCPac (1)
ComServPac (1)
File (2)

Page 2.



CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

¢ Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

POSITIONS UNDERVAY

Zone =10 ‘ 22 November
2000
12-50N

13-54F
23 November

0800 1200 2000

11-01N 10=13N 08-47N

1,3-23E 1,3-25E 143~14E
24 November

0800 1200 2000

06-28N 05=i LN 0L4~20N

1,3-23E 14,3-24E 143-3LE
25 November
0800 1200 2000
03-01N 02-28N 01-53N
144~36L 144~ 59E 14,5-12E
26 November
0800 1200 2000
00=LLN 00-O1N 00-248
146-11F' 146-32E 146-37E
Page 3.

This WAR DIARY consists of three (3) pages.
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CONFIDENTTAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169) . 1}4k)
£ Fleet Post Office 2~ i

San Francisco, California. 4 | ’4&,’ =2 /,H\ - f.'.cv/
From: The Commending Officer. IS
To : The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet. .. /;';75
Sub ject : WAR DIARY - December 1945; Submission of.

ASSIGNED TO COMMANDER SERVICE FORCE, U.S. PACIFIC FLEET, (10/2/45).
(ComServPac restricted ltr. Serial 1152-40 of 10/2/:.5). Redistribution of stock
and moving of Fleet Freight among depots in forward areas. Initial sailings from
GUAM, MARIANAS.

Zone -10 1 December
Moored to NEBU DOCK, MANUS ISLAND, ADMIRALTY GROUP. Cargo loading operations.
3 December
1600 Completed cargo loading operations.
2-L December
Moored as above.
5 December

1110 Underway independently, without escort, for SAMAR, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,
in accordance with ComServPac dispatch 040211 of December 1945; speed
of advance 10 knots.

8 December

1800 Retarded clocks one (1) hour to comform with Zone -9.
6-10 December

Steaming as above.
11 December

Anchored in GUIUAN ROADSTEAD, SAMAR, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.
12 December

1745 Commenced cargoe discharging operations.
153593 ey
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CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

£ Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

Subject: WAR DIARY - December 1945; Submission of
13 December
1715 Completed cargo discharging operations.
14 December
0810 Commenced cargo loading operations.
15 December

0950 Completed cargo loading operations.
12-16 December
Anchored as above.

17 December
1305 Underway independently, without escort, for BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA,
NANSEI SHOTO GROUP, in accordance with Port Director SAMAR, routing instructions
#137 of 17 December 1945; speed of advance 10 knots.

18-21 December
Steaming as above.

22 December
Anchored in BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA, NANSEI SHOTO GROUP.
27 December
0810 Commenced cargo loading operations.
1355 Completed cargo loading operations.
23-28 December

Anchored as above.

Page 2.
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U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

CONFIDENTIAL:
€ Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.
Sub ject: WAR DIARY - December 1945; Submission of.

29 December

1415 Underway independently, without escort, for SAIPAN, MARIANAS ISLANDS,
in accordance with Port Director Navy #3256, routing instructions; speed of advance

10 knots.
30-31 Decubozf.
Steaming as above. ~ i (/} Vi
A D C
” H./G. TRYNKS,
Lt. Comdr., AJSNR.
ce:
cNo (2)
CinCPac (1)
ComServPac (1)
File (2)

Page 3.
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CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
% Fleet Post Office
San Franeisco, California.

POSITIONS UNDERWAY
Zone =10 5 December
0800 1200 2000
00-538
146-15E
6 December
0800 1200 2000
00=11N 00-35N 0l-13N
144=38E 144-01E 142-52E
7 December
0800 1200 2000
01-58N 02-23N 03-02N
140-45E 1,40-08E 138-07E
8 December
0800 1200 2000
OL4~19N O4~37N 05-27N
137-08E 136-28E 135-22E
Zone =9 9 December
%H %’ﬂl 07-23N
133-19E 132-42E 131-28E
10 December
25N %’r’n 09=L4N
129-2,E 128-L6FE 127-21E
17 December
0800 1200 ﬁw



CONFIDENTIAL: U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)
¢ Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

POSITIONS UNDERWAY
08X 18 December
0800
12-53N 1200 000
e 126-26E %
% 19 December
2000
11N o 000
126-51E 12'6-_6_553 22,
20 December
0800
126-18-38!' 19-11N 20-19N
7 i 127-18E
0800 21 December
22=09. 1200
127-23E 157308 Zuten
0800 29 December
2000
25-43N
126-45E
0800 30 December
1200
2/~38N 4 o
e 131-01E 23
0800
222N %&‘ %geu
134~10E i o+ e
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U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

AK169/A12 26 September 1945

Serial 137

CONFIDENTIAL

Py e A Tt vt von -t w son The Command ing Offi‘}@r N T S

To: The Seeretary of the Navy, Navy Department,
Washington, 25, D.C.

Subject: Factual History of U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK169) from
Commissioning to date; submission of.

Reference: (r) ALPAC 202,

Enclosure: (A) Subject Factual History,

13 In accordance with reference (2), the subject

factual history of this vessel, is submitted herewith, 88 en=-
closure (A),

. ',' ' ’L-iﬂ‘ L5 ‘l-j r'h e /
724 ,,:; Illlll'mﬁﬁ ;% . HARRISON, JR
-t .)g .
JAse | .-f(‘ '\,,g{é,_..;-/‘?'f”",?

in W}

-------- .-------.-"--.-

-“_“"xggfﬁg,_u.

156473
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CONFIDENTIAL |

U.8.8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

The U.S.S. CHATHAM (AK169) was commissioned in the Yard of
the Brown Shipbuilding Co., Inc., Houston, Texas, on 22 Februery

a5 70 rronssded bo Celyveston, Texas for shakedown, While in

Calveston, a case of spinal meningitis was discovered aboard, and
the ship was placed under quarentine in BOLIVAR ROADS, GALVESTON,
TEXAS; delaying shakedown operations for a period of seven (7)
days,

After shakedown was completed, 15 March 1945, the CHATHAM under-
went three (3) days post-shakedown availebility before departing
for GULFPORT, NISSISSIPPI, where she loaded her first cargo; depart-
ing on 2 April 1945, for PEARL HARBOR, OAHU, HAWATIAN ISLANDS via .
the PANAMA CANVAL, ; '

Eleven (11) days out of Panema, a case of acute appendicitis
aboard necessitated radioing for assistance, as a result she was
ordered, on 21 April, to proceed to SOCORRO ISLAND, off the coast
of MEXICO, to meet s U.S. Coast Guard Plane from SAN DIEGO, CALIT-
ORNIA, carrying a doctor. On 25 April at SOCORRO ISLAND the patient
wes transferred, after which the CHATHAM resumed her original rout-
ing to PEARL HARBOR, arriving on 6 May 1945.

There she was ordered to the port of HONOLULU, where dis-
charging and loading operations were carried out. The Ship also
underwent an inspection by ComServRon8, to whom she was reporting
for duty in the Fleet Freight Service.

From HONOLULU, the CHATHAM on 12 May proceeded to ENIWETOK,
MARSHALL ISLANDS, arriving on 25 May, where further orders were
received to proceed, the following morning, to SREPAN, MARIANAS.

On arrival in SARPAN on 29 Mey, she was immediately sent to TINIAN,
to discharge epproximately twenty (20) tons of cargo and aweit
further orders. There she lay at anchor three (3) weeks before
orders were received, on 20 June, to proceed to GUAM,

On 20 June she took her departure for GUAM, arriving 21 June,
and there discharged her entire remaining cargo. At the conclusion
of cargo operations on 28 June, the CHATHAM was ordered to proceed
to SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, arriving on 18 July.

At SAN FRANCISCO, she received a period of availability, which
lasted until 29 July; on 30 July she proceeded to MARE ISLAND and
loaded approximately 500 tons of defective ammunition for disposel
at sea and return to SAN FRANCISCO,

(Enclosure (A)
page 1.



POMTINTATI AL

U.S. 8. CHATHAM (AK-169)

% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California.

On 7 August commenced loading operations of Fleet Freight;
completed on 13 August 1945. On 13 August the CHATHAM was ordered

. -to FPEARL. HARBOR erriving on 21 August, where scheduled loading
and unloading were cerried out. ©She departed from FE/RL HARBOR

on 27 August and procceded to ENIWETOK, MARSHALI. ISLANDS, erriving
on,6 September, where scheduled cargo was discharged.
1

On 18 September orders were received to proceed to OKINAWA,
where she snchored in BUCKNER BAY on 26 September 1945.

(Enclosure (A)
Page 2.
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