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REAS. =
CONFIDENTIAL 1 Avgust 1945
Froms The Commanding Officer,
Tos The Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet,

Subject: War Diary for the Month of July, 1945 ~ Submission ofe
Reference: (a) CominCh Serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943,
1. In accordance with reference (a), the following is submitted:

1, July 1945

1430 Vessel officially placed into active commission at Navy Dock, Westwego, La.,
By Comdr, E, G, EIBAND, USNR, representing the Commandant , EIGHTH Naval District, Lt.
Carlton W, CROKER, Jr., USNR, assumed command of ship pursuant to BuPers despatch or-
ders of 30 November 1944, under Industrial Mapager, EIGHTH Naval District, and Comman-
der, Task Force 23,

15 July 1945

0708 Underway in accordance with orders of Indian, 8ND, dated 11 July 1945, on var-
ilous courses and speeds down Mississippi River en route to U. S. Naval Supply Depot,
New Orleans, La., Section #7 for purposes of taking on supplies,

16 July 1945,
0840 Commenced loading at Naval Supply Depot, New Orleans, La, 2030 Secured from

taking on suppliea,

17 July 1945

0731 Underway to swing ship and calibrate radio direction finder in Mississippi
River in accordance with orders of Indlan, 8ND, dated 11l July 1945, 0952 Completed Ad-
Justment of magnetic compasses. 1011 Anchored mid-stream Mississippi River, off Chal=
mette Fueling Station, New Orleans, La, 1137 Completed calibration of radio direction
finders Took on fuel and proceeded to Quarantine Anchorage. 2009 Anchored,

18 July 1945.

Underway from Quarantine Anchorage, New Orleans, La,, for Naval Ammunition Depot,
proceeding downstream on various courses and speeds to conform with the channel, 0957
Moared at Naval Ammunition Depot, New Orleans, Las 1029 Started loading ammunition.
1131 Secured taking on ammunitions Ammunition aboard as follows: 252 rounds of 3"50
Cales AAy 52 rounds of armor piercing 3"50 Cal., 13140 rounds of 2 mm AA, 2 short car-
tridges 3"50 Cal,, 1 Destructor I.F.F., 120 Test Primers, 3000 rounds of 30 cal., 5000
rounds 22 cal,, 2400 rounds 45 cal,,(blanks), 50 rounds of 12 gauge shotgun shells, 7
Very pistols, 600 Very pistol ammunition, 48 signal rockets, 2 Abandon Ship signal kits,
1139 Underway from Naval Ammunition Depot on various courses and speeds for Quarantine
Anchorage, 1309 Anchared at Quarantine Anchorage, New Orleans, Lae
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CONFIDENTIAL . U.S.5. HERKIMER (AK188) .
Subject: War Diary for the Month of July, 1945 - Submission of ,

19 July 1945,
1210 Undexway from Quarantine Anchorage, New Orleans, La., for Galveston, Texas,
in accordance with Movement Order No, 359, CominCh Serial 0757 of 13 March 1943.

20 July 1945.

0800 Position: Lat. 28%°43',, N, Long. 89°4' W, Underway from Pilottown, La.,
downstream Mississippi River via Southwest Pass for Gunnery Area, 13 miles off South-
west Pass, bearing 165° True, in accordance with Movement Order No. 359 on routing
issued by Port Director, 8ND, New Orleans, La, Fired 20 mm guns and 3"50 Cal. guns
in firing area, 120 rounds of 20 mm ammunition expended, 4 rourds of 3"50 Cal. AA
expended, No casualties, 1200 Position: Lat, 28943' N., Longe 90°7' W. 2000 Posi-
tion: Lat, 28059' Nn’ Long. 91°59' We

21 July 1945.

Underway as before, 0800 Position: Lat, 29°38,5' N., Long. 92°19.5'W, 0923
Anchored in Bolivar Roads General Anchorage No. 4, Galveston, Texas, in accordance
with orders of Part Director, Galveston, Texas,

22 July 1945

0944 Underway from Bolivar Roads Anchorage No. 4, Galveston, Texas, for Todd-
Galveston Drydocking co., Galveston, Texas, in accordance with Indlan, END, order
dated 16 July 1945, for purposes of having bottom inspected, sand-hlasted, and painted.
1351 Drydock pumped dry, ship balanced on Hhl ocks.

23 July 1945. .
Drydocked in No. 2 Drydock of Todd-Galveston Drydocking Co., Galveston, Texas,

2k July 1945
Drydo cked as before,

25 July 1945.

0743 Undocked ship from No. 2 Drydock of Todd Galveston Drydocking Co., Galves-
ton, Texas, Underway under tow for U.S.N. Depeming Station, Pier 4l, CGalveston, Tex-
as, Moored and underwent deperming. 1210 Underway from Pier No. 41 for Pier No. 39,
Galveston, Texas, 1235 Moored to Pier 39, Galveston, Texas,

26 July 1945
Moored as before,

27 July 1945
Moored as befare,

28 July 1945.

0851 Underway from Pier No. 39, Galveston, Texas, for Compass campensating range
area, two miles off Galveston South Jetty Light, in accordance with orders of Port
Director, New Orleans, La., dated 16 July 1945« 112 Completed swinging ship and com-
puting R.D.F. error, proceeding into Gelveston harbor, 1501 licored to Pler No. 42,
Galveston, Texas.

2 July 1945

Reported to Commender, Training Group, Gulf Area, (CTG. 23.22), at Pier No, 42
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. U.S.S, HERKIMER (AK188) . .
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary for the Month of July, 1945 - Submission of «
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29 July 1945 (Cont.)

Galveston, Texas, for shakedown in accordance with COTCLant Movement Order No. 320=45 .
of 8 May 1945+ 1509 Underway from Pier #42, Galveston, Texas, for Bolivar Roads Anchor-
age, Galveston, Texas, in accordance with orders of Commander Training Group, Gulf Area,
dated 22 July 1945, 1546 Anchored in Bolivar Roads Anchorage lo. 4, Galveston, Texas,

30 July 1945,

Anchored in Bolivar Roads, Anchorage No. 4, Gelveston, Texas, conducting general
drills under shakedown program directed by Officer in Tactical Command, representing
CTG., 23.22,

3l July 1945.

Anchored as before, 0936 Underway for firing area Baker, 40 miles southeast of
Galveston South Jetty Light for shakedaown firing exercises in accordance with orders
of Commander Training Group, Gulf Area, under supervision of OrC, Lt. P, M, Bmm s USN,
and staff, representing C1G 23,22, 1200 Position: Lat, 29°07' N., Long, 94°37" W,
%352 Commenced firing 3"50 Cal, and 20 mm guns at sleeve towed by target plane, 1500

ecuring from firing exercises, 55 rounds of 3"50 Cal, AA e:q;arﬂad, 2461 rounds of 20
MM ammunition expended, 2000 Position: Lat, 29°11' N., Longe, 94°25' W,

At

« W, CROCKER.

CC:
COTCLant
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Serial: 101
U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
c¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
DR St 12 November 1945
From: The Commanding Officer.
To. ¢ The Commander in Chief, U. S. FLEET.
Subject: War Diaries for the months of August, September and October -

Forwarding of.
References (a) COMINCH serial 7152 , dated 29 October 1943,

Enclosures: (A) War Diary for the month of August, 1945 dated 7 November
1945.
(B) War Diary for the month of September, 1945 dated
8 November 1945.
(C) War Diary for the month of October, 1945 dated 8 November
1945

1, In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (A), (B) and (C)
are forwarded herewith,




A12-1/AK=188
Serial: 95 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
7 November 1945

CONFIDENTIAL -
From: The Commanding Officer.
Te The Commander im Chief, U. S, FIEET,
Sub ject: War Diary for the Month of August, 1945 =~ Submission of.

Reference: (a) COMINCH Serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943,
1. In accordance with reference (a/ » the following is submitteds

1 _August 1945

Steaming en shakedown ocruise in Gulf of Mexico, off Galveston,
Texas, in accordance with orders of ComfraGroup, Gulf Area (CTG 23422), dated
22 July 1945, under supervision 0.T.C., Lt., T.M. Browa, representing CTG
23422, Vessel attached to Industrial Manager, EIGHTH Naval District, and Com-
mander, Task Force 23. 0130 Anchored off shore of measured mile, Galveston,
Texas. O711 Underway running measured mile in Lat. 29° 12' 20" N,, long. 94°
551 48" W, 0800 Position: Lat, 29° 09' N,, Lomg. 94° 55' 48" W, 1200 Position:
Lat. 29° 08' N., Iong. 94° 57' W, 1358 Concluded ruaning measured mile, Con-
ducting general drills under shakedown program. 1528 Proceeding into Galvestom
Harbor. 1632 Anchored in Bolivar Roads, Anchorage Noe 4, Galveston, Texas,

2 August 1945

Anchored as before. 0900 Exercising at Gemeral Drills umder
direction of Lt., T.M. Brown, 0.T.C., representing CTG 23,22,

2 August 1945

Anchored as before, 0900 Exercising at General Drills under
direction of Lt., T.Ms Brown, OTC., representing CTG 23,22. 1515 Underway
from Bolivar Roads Aanchorage, Galveston, Texas, for Texas Coast Shipyards,
Galveston, Texas, for 4 day work availability in compliance with orders of
CTG 23.22. 1601 Moored starboard side to Berth C., Texas Coast Shipyards,
Galveston, Texas,




Al2-1/AK-188
Serial: 95
U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
c¢/o0 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
CONFIDENTIAL 7 November 1945
Sub ject: War Diary for the Month of August, 1945 - Submission of,
6 August 195
Moored as before. Shipyard work in progress on vessel,
7 August 1945
Moored as before, Shipyard work in progress on vessel,
8 August 1945
Moored as before. Shipyard work in progress on vessel,
2 August 1945

Moored as before, 0900 Postshakedown work availibility eamded.
Vessel under direct operational control of The Chief of Naval Operatiens,
0940 Underway from Berth "C", Texas Coast Shipyard, Galveston, Texas for
Gulfport, Miss., to load carge, in compliance with orders of CNO Despatch
081505 of August 1945, 1200 Position: lLat 29° 17' N., Long. 94° 25.5' W,
2000 Pesition: Lat. 28° 56' N., long. 93° 33' W,

10 August 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 28° 47,5'N., long.
88° 58' W. 1200 Position: Lat. 28° 58' N., Long. 89° 02,5'W. 1916 Anchored
500 yards north of Ship Island, Missipsippi Sound, eastward of channel lead-
ing

inte Gulfport Harbor while awaiting pilets




Al2-1/AK-188
Serial: 95

U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

CONF IDENTIAL 7 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the momth of August, 1945 = Submission affe
L August 1945

Moored as before, 0800 Continued loading constructien carge
and beer in No, 1, 2 and 3 Holds, and fresh and frozen provisions in Nos 4 Hold,
1700 Secured loading for the day.

15 August 1945

Moored as before.
16 August 1

Moored as befeore,
17 August 1945

Moored as before., 0800 Resumed loading of vehicles and beer in
No. 1,2 and 3 Holds. 1700 Secured loading for the day.

18 August 1945
Mocred as before.
1 t X

Moored as before,

20 August 1940

Moored as before., 0800 Resumed loading heavy lifts of beer, and
cement in Holds No, 2 and 3. 1700 Secured loading for the day.

21 August 1945

Moored as before. 0800 Resumed loading of beer in Ne. 2 and Nee3
Helds. 1700 Completed loading of cargo in all holds,

22 August 1945

Moored as before., 1033 Underway from Gulfport, Miss. for Criste
obal, Canal Zone pursuant to orders of CNO despatch 081505 of August 1945. 1200
Pos:l.t.iggé Lat. 30° 11'N., Long. 88° 59.5' W, 2000 Position: lat. 28° 53'N.,
m" 12' We

x

LT



Al12-1/AK-188
Serial: 95

U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

c¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
CONFIDENTTAL e e 7 Noveaber 1945
Sub ject: War Diary for the month of August, 1945 - Submissien of,
23 August 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 26° 42' N., Long. 87°
12.5'111.‘-5 1200 Position: Lat. 26° 02' N., Leng. 87° 12,5' W.; 2000 Position:
lat. 24° 30' N., long. 86° 22' W,

24 August 1945

Steaming as befoge. 0800 Position: Lat. 22° 42! N., Leng. 85°
O4' W.; 1200 Position: Lat. 21" 50' N.; Long. 85° 11' W.; 2000 Position:
Lat. 20° 37' N., long. 84° 19' W,

25 August 1945

Steaming as before., 0800 Pesitien: . 18° 31' N,, Long. 83°
05' We; 1200 Positien: Lat. 17° 49' N., Long. 82° 47"W.; 2000 Position:
Lat. 16° 50' N., Long. 82° 11' W, :

26 August 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat. 15° 19' N., lang. 80°
35! W.3; 1200 Position: Late 14° 30! N., Long. 80° 32! §f,; 2000 Positiom:
lat, 13° 15' N., Leng. 80° 17' W,

Steaming as hf;;s. 0800 Position: Lat. 10° 57' N,, Long. 80°

06t N. In¢.79°53'l. mm
tobal Harbor, Limon Bay, Canal Zome. 1626 Proceeding to Colon Anchorage.

B




Al2-1/AK-188
Serial: 95 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
CONFIDENT 7 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of August, 1945 - Submission of,.
29 August 1945

Moored as before, 1057 Underway from Pier No. 1, U.S. Naval
Base, Coco Selo, Canal Zone, for Subic Bay, Philippine Islands in accordance
with orders of Commander Panama Sea Frontier, dated 29 August 1945 by way of
the Panama Canal. 1200 Underway in approaches to Getun Lecks, Panama Canal,
1227 Entering Gatun locks. 1358 Cleared Gatun Locks proper. Proceeding
in Miraflores Lake through canale 1845 Entering San Miquel Lecks. 1920
Cleared San Miquel locks. 1935 Entering Miraflores locks. 2000 Proceeding
through Miraflores lecks, 2057 Cleared Miraflores locks. 2200 Completed
passage through Panama Canal, steaming singly enroute to Subic Bay on routing
issued by Port Director, Cristebal, CeZe

30 August 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 6° 56' N,, Long. 79°
4645' Wej 1200 Position: Lat, 6° 33' N,, Long. 80° 20' W,; 2000 Positien:
Lat, 6° 25! Ho, Long. 81° 501 W,

21 _August 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Pesition: Lat. 6° 14' N., Long. 83°
52,5' W.; 1200 Position: Lat. 6° 15' N., Long. 84° 36,5' W.; 2000 Positien:
Lat, 6° 17" Ne, Long. 859 52 W,

_.fliiito, H’ USNRO

Orig: CINC, U.S.FLEET v
cc: COMSERVPAC
cc: COMSERVRONSEVEN
cc: File



A12-1/KK-188
Betdals 96 U.S:S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
8 November 1945

CONFIDENTIAL
Fram: The Commanding Officer,
To The Commander in Chief, U, S. FLEET,
Subject: War Diary for the month of September, 1945 = Submission of .

Reference: (&) COMUINCH Serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943.
1, In accordance with reference (a), the following is submitted:

1 September 1945

Steaning enroute to Subic Bay, Philippine Islands from Colon,
Canal Zone, in accordance with orders of Commander Panama Sea Frontier dated
29 August 1945. Vessel attached to Commander Service Force, Pacific Fleet.
0800 Position: Lat,06° 32! N,, Long. 88° 14! W,; 1200 Posftion: Lat,060 35,5'N.,
LOngt 890 03.5' 'l'l’.; 200 Position: L.ltoOéo 4805' N-, Long. 900 25.5' We

2 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat.07° 06'N., Long. 92° 31'W,
1200 Position: Lat.07° 10'i., Long. 92° 53' W.; 2000 Position: Lat.07° 17' N.,
Long. 94° 19' W,

3 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat.07° 32,5' N., Long. 96°
15" W, 1200 Position: Lat.07° 38'N., Long. 96° 56! W, 2000 Position: Lat.07°
52'N,, Long 98° 7' W.

4 September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat,08° 02,5'N., Long. 100°
15' We 1200 Position: Lat. 08° 05'N., Long. 100° 58™, 2000 Position: Lat.08°
11'N., Long. 102° 24,5 W,

5 September 1945

Steaning as tefore, 0800 Position: Lat,08° 24'N,, Long. 104°
15'W, 1200 Positionk Lat, 08° 24.8'N., Long. 105° 24'W, 2000 Position: Lat.
080 37.5'”., Longo 1060 L&.S'W.

6 September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat.08° 56' N,, Long, 108°
51.5'"W, 1200 Position: Lat. 09° 03.8'N., Long. 109° 23' W. 2000 Position:
Lat. 09° 15'N,, Long. 110° L8'W,



Al2-] /KK-188
Serial: 96
U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
¢/o0 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
CONFIDENTIAL 8 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of September, 1945 = Submission of,
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7 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 09° 23'N., Long. 112°
36'W., 1200 Position: Lat. 09°32.2'N., Longe 113° 34.5'W, 2000 Position: Late
090 36'Nl, Longo 111&0 ‘l.é 5'“.

8 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Pesition: Lat.09° 48'N., Long. 117°
07'W. 1200 Position: Lat.09° 55.5'N., Long. 118° 05'W, 2000 Position: Lat.10°
03! N., Long. llgo 30.5 '1".

9 September 1945

Steaming as bafore. 0800 Positions Lat. 10° 08'N., Long. 130
48,6", 1200 Position: Ldt. 10° 11'N., Long. 122° 36'"W, 2000 Position: Lat.l0°
24" N,, Long., 124,° 05' W

10 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 10° 40'N., Long. 126°
15", 1200 Fosition: Lat.10° 40'N,, Long. 126° 55'W, 2000 Position: Lat.10°
L4' N., Long. 128° 22' W,

11l September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat.10° 45'N., Long. 130°
20,5' We 1200 Position: Lat, 10° 36'N.,, Long.130° 33", 2000 Position: LatelQ°
AZ'N., Long.lsz 06.5':1.

12 September 1945

Steaming as before., 0800 Position: Lat.l0® 50'N., Long. 134°
20"W, 1200 Position: Lat,11° Ol'N.,, Long.135°18"W, 2000 Position: Lat,11°
02'N., Long.136° 50.5"W,

13 September 1945

Steaming as before., 0800 Position: Lat, 11° OO'N., Long.139°
14", 1200 Position: Lat. 10° 53'N., Long. 140° 16' W, 2000 Position: Lat.10°
53' N., Long. 141° 54 W,




Al2-1/AK-188
Serial: 96 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
CONFIDENTIAL 8 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of September, 1945 = Submission of.
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14 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Late«10° 53'N., Long. 144°
22" W, 1200 Position: Lat.10° 59'N., Long.145° 16", 2000 Position: Lat,10°
581 N., Long. 146° 5345' .

15 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Fosition: Lat.10° 57'N., Long. 149°
36' W, 1200 Position: Lat, 11° O1'N., Long. 150° 32", 2000 Position: Lat,10°
55'N,, Long. 152° 10' W,

16 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat.l0° 50'N., Long. 154°
36", 1200 Positions Lat.10° 59.2'N., Long.155° 22,5' . 2000 Position: Lat.
10° 53'N,, Long.156° 565",

17 September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat, 10° 42,5'N., Long.159°
20", 1200 Position: Lat. 10° 39'N., Long. 1&0° 14" W, 1421 Gunnery practice
on 3" 50=Cal., Gun. Rounds expended in trainings 8 A.P,, and 17 A.A, Total:
25 Rounds. 2000 Position: Lat. 10° 33'N., Long. 161° 33.5"W,

18 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Pesition: Lat. 10° 28'N,, Long. 164°
21'W, 1200 Position: Lat, 10°27.8'N., Long.165° 12'W, 2000 Position: Lat,10°
17' N., Long. 166° 42' W,

19 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat, 10° 01,5'N., Long., 169°
03'W, 1200 Position: Lat.09° 59'N., Long.169° 52'W. 2000 Position: Lat. 09°
51.5'N., Long. 171° 24.5' W,

20 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat,09° 39'N., Long.173°
LL.5'W,, 1200 Position: Lat. 09° 32'N,, Long. 174° 30' W, 2000 Position: Lat,
09° 181N., Long. 176° 05",




Al2-1/iK-188
Serial: 96 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
j ¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL B e e o 8 Noveuber 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of September 1945, submission of .

21 September 1945

Steaming as tefore., 0800 Positions: Lat. 09° 05' N,, Long.178°
31,5' W« 1200 Fosition: Lat, 09° 07.7'N., Long. 179° 25", 2000 Position: Lat.
08° 58' N., Long. 179°09.5' E,

23 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 08° 51.5' N., Long. 177°
OL'E. 1200 Positions: Lat, 08° 43.5'N., Long. 175° 46'E, 2000 Position: Lat,
089 28' N, Long. 174° 12! E,

2L September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat, 08° 07.5'N., Long. 171°
50" E. 1200 Position: Lat, 08° 08,2'N., Long. 171° O4L'E, 2000 Positiom: Lat.
Osohz'N., LOI‘I,g. 1690 39'EC

25 September 1945

Steaning as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 09° 54'N., Long. 167°
26'%, 1200 Position: Lat. 10° 13'N., Long. 166° LO'E, 2000 Position: Late10°
36'N., Long. 164° 56.5' E,

26 September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Late 11° 14' N., Long.162°
21,5'8, 1200 Position: Lat, 10° 57'N., Long. 161° 43'E, 2000 Position: Lat.
10° 48.5' Ne, Long. 160° 03! E,

27 September 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat, 10° 45'N., Long. 157°
34" B« 1200 Position: Lat.10° 42'N., Long.156° 45'E. 2000 Position: Lat,10°
31'N,, Long. 155° 12! E,

28 September 1945

Steaning as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 10° 25'N., Long, 1520
35' E« 1200 Position: Lat, 10° 21'N., Long. 151° 49'E. 2000 Position: Lat.10°
17'N., Long. 150° 13' E,

29 September 1945

Ste as before, 0800 Position: Latl0° 10'N., Long. 147° L8'K,
1200 Position: Lat,10° 09'N., Long. 146° 57' E, 2000 Peeition: Lat, 10° 09'N,,

Long. 145° 24" E,



Al2-1/AK-188 |
Serial: 96 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
- c¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 8 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of September 1945, submission of,
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30 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Positions: Lat. 10° 03' N,, Long. 143°
03' E. 01200 Position: Lat. 10° 06.4' N., Long. 142° 18' E, 2000 Positions
Lato 10 05' Np, Long. 11}00 30' E.

DISTRIBUTIONS

Origs CQUINCH“
ComServPac
CamServionSEVEN
File



Al2-1/AK-188
Serial: 97 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

c¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

CONFIDENTIAL 8 Novewber 1945
From: The Commanding Officer.
To ¢ The Commander in Chief, U. S. FLEET.
Subject: War Diary for the month of October, 1945 = Submission of e

Reference: (a) COMINCH serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943,
1. In accordance with reference (a), the following is submitted:

1 October 1945

Steaming independently, attached to Commander Service Force,
Pacific Fleet, Operating under orders of Cemmander Panama Sea Frontier, dated
29 August 1945, enroute to Subic Bay, Philippine Islands with cargo of construc=
tion equipment, beer and frozen provisions. 0800 Position: Lat,10°30'N., Long.
1380 18'E, 1142 Spherical object floating in water, which was idantified as a
mooring buoy, sunk by gunfire as menace to navigation. 540 Rounds of 20 LK
ammunition expended. 200 Rounds of 30-Cal. ammunition expended. No casualties,
1200 Position: Lat.10° 2442' N., Long. 137° 48' E, 2000 Position: Lat. 10°
38.5' N., Long.136° 28,5 B,

2 Qctober 1945

Steaming as before. 0614 Spherical object floating in water,
which was identified as a mooring buoy, sunk by gunfire as a menace to naviga-
tion, 180 Rounds of 20 Ml ammunition expended. No casualties. 0800 Positions
Lat, 10° 31' N., Long. 134° 27! E. 1200 Position: Lat. 10° 27.,2' N., Long. 133°
56! E, 2000 Position: Lat. 10° 31' N,, Long. 132° 36! K,

2 October 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 10° 34' N., Long. 130°
26" E« 1200 Position: Lat. 10° 34' N., Long. 130° 11' E. 1800 Conducted semi-
annual test of Pyrotechnics on board, in accordance with NavOrd-1187. Fired 4
red Hand Flares, 4 Blue Hand Flares; Verys' shells expended: 10 Red Star, 10
White Star, 10 Green Star. Test satisfactory. 2000 Position: Lat. 10° 36' N.,
Long. 128° 57! E,

4 October 1945

Steaming towards eastern Philippine Islands, 0800 Position: Lat,
10° 36'N., Long, 126° 29'E, 1200 Position: In Leyte Gulf at Lat,10° 40' N., Long.
1250 47" E, 1225 Entering Suriago Straits, 2000 Position: In the lindanao Sea
at Lat. 09° 48,5' N., Long. 125° 10.5' E.



Al2-1/AK-188
i US.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)
c¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,
CONFIDENTIAL 8 November 1945
Subject: War Diary for the month of October, 1945 - Submission of,
5 October 1945

Steaming in the liindanao Sea as before, 0800 Position: Lat,
09° 03'N., Long. 123° 54.5' E. 1200 Position: Lat. 09° 00.5'N., Long. 123°
24.3' E. 1530 Entering the Sulu Sea, 2000 Position: Lat, 09° 12' N,, Long.
122° 30! E,

6 October 1945

Steaming in the Sulu Sea as before, 0800 Position: Lat. 10°
50! N., Long. 121° 36' E,, 1200 Position: Lat. 11° 30' N,, Long. 121° 16! E.
1555 Entering uindoro Straits. 2000 Position: Lat. 12° 34' N., Long. 1200 46'E,

7 October 1945

Steaming in the South China Seas 0800 Position: Late 14° 4045' N.,
Long. 120° 12" E., 0903 Entering Subic Bay, Philippine Islands. 0957 Anchored
in Subic Bay, Philippine Islands. 1200 and 2000 Positions: Anchored in Berth 119
Subic Bay, Pe Is

€ QOctober 1945 .

Anchored as befare, in Subic Bay, P, I. 1607 Underway to shift
berth in Subic Bay. 1650 Anchored in berth No, 70, Subic Bay, PsI. in compliance
with verbal orders of Port Director, Subic Bay, P. I.

9 October 1945

Anchored in Subic Bay, P. I. 0600 Preparing to discharge reefer
cargo from Noe. 4 Hold to LCUS' fast on port quarter, for transportation to N.S.D.,
Subic Bay, Pe I. 1345 Stevedore Gang from 24th, Naval Construction Battalion com=
menced unloading reefer cargo. 1730 Secured unloading reefer cargo for the day.

10 October 1945

Anchored in Subic Bay, P. I. 0830 Stevedore Gang formm 24th. N.C.B.
resumed unloading reefer cargo from No. 4 Hold to LCils! fast on port quarter for
transportation to N.S.D., Subic Bay. 1710 secured unloading for the day,

11 October 1945

Anchored in Subic BEN, P.l. 0800 Stevedore Ga-ng form Z‘ith «N.CuB.
reswed unloading reefer cargo fiom No. 4 Hold to LCMs' fast on port quarter for
transportation to N.S.D., Subic Bay, P.I. 1750 Completed unloading reefer cargo
fram No. ‘b Hald.
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12 October 1945

Anchored in Subic Bay, P.I. 0845 Underway from Berth No. 70 for
fueling fram alohgside tanker "SHENAIDOAH" in Berth No. 129 in compliance with
verbal orders of Port Director, Subic Bay, P. I« 0947 lLoored starboard side
to port side of tanker "SHENANDOAH"s 1005 Commenced taking fuel aboard, 1330
Completed fueling ship. 1400 Underway from alongside tanker "SHENANDOAH" for
berth No, 151 in accordance with verbal orders of Port Director, Subic Bay, P.I.
144) Anchored in Berth 151, Subic Bay, P.l.

13 October 1945

Anchored in Subic Bay, Pe I. 10649 Underway from Subic Bay, P.I.
for Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan, on orders of Fort Director, Subic Bay, P.l. dated 13
October 1945 in accordance with COLISERVPAC Despatch 022050 of October 1945,
2000 Position in South China Sea: Lat, 14° 40' N., Long. 119° 50'E,

14 October 1945

Steaming in South China Sea as befare. 0800 Position: Lat, 16°
36' N., Long. 119° 43,5' B, 1200 Position: Lat, 17° 10' N., Long. 119° 51.5'E.
2000 Position: Lat. 189 17' N., Long. 120° 07! E,

15 October 1945

Steaming as before in South China Sea. 0800 Position: Lat. 19°
22'N., Long, 120° 45' 5, 1200 Positbn: Lat. 19° 48' N., Long. 121° 24' E,
1646 Entering Fhilippine Sea. 2000 Position: Lat. 20° 20' N., Long. 122° 27' E.

16 October 1945

Steaming in Philippine Sea, 0800 Position: Lat, 21° 25' N,, Long,
123° 32' B, 1200 Positions Lat, 21° 41.5'N., Long. 123° 53' E, 2000 Positions
Late 22° 20,5'N., Long. 124° 45' E.

17 October 1945

Steaming in the Pacific Ocean. 0800 Position: Lat. 23° 06' N.,
Long. 126° 30" E, 1200 Positions Lat. 23° 27' N., Long. 126° 53.5' E. 2000
Position: Lat. 24° 12' N,, Long. 127° 50! &,
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18 October 1945

Steaming as before, 0800 Position: Lat. 25° 41' N., Long. 127°
20'E, 1200 Position: Lat.26° 27'N., Long. 127° 29' E., 2000 Position: Late
27° 36" N., Long. 127° 47" E,

19 October 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 29° 21'N,, Long. 128°
18' E. 1200 Positon: Lat, 29° 51'N., Long. 128° 35' E, 2000 Positions Lat,
30° 37! N., Long. 128° 27' E,

20 October 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Position: Lat. 32° O4' N., Long. 129°
08'E. 1200 Position: Lat. 32° 41'N., Long. 129° 30'E. 1559 Entering Sasebo Bay,
Kyushu, Japan. 1700 licored to Buoy No. 18, Sasebo,{yushu, Japan., Commenced
operating under orders of Hepresentative of Commander Service Division 103 at
Sasebo, Japan,

21 October 1945

ioored to Buoy No, 18, Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan.

22 October 1945

loored to Buoy No, 18, Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan. 1527 Underway from
Buoy No. 18 Sasebo Harbor for Berth ITEM=-6, Sasebo Naval Repair Basin, Kyushu,
Japan, in accordance with verbal orders of Part Director, Sasebo, Japan far
purpose of discharging cargo. 1614 lioared to Berth ITEl-6, Sasebo, Kyushu, Japam.

23 October 1945

licored to Berth ITEW-6, Sasebo, Japan. 0200 Stevedores from 153rd.
Port Company, U.S. Army comuenced unloading heavy lifts from the deck and No.l
Hold, 0800 Comuenced issuing beer from lNo. 3 Hold via small craft to ships in
area in accordance with written orders of Commander Unit AHLE Service Division 103,
dated 22 October 1945. 1730 Secured from issuing beer from No.3 Hold and unloading
heavy lifts from No.l Hold far the day.

24 October 1945
lioored to Berth ITEM-6, Sasebo, Japan. 0858 Resumed issuing beer

from No. 3 Hold. 1305 Stevedores from 153rd. Port Company, U.S.Army commenced un~-
loading cement from No,3 Hold. 1700 Secured unloading beer and cement for the day,
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25 October 1945

Moored to Berth ITEL-6, Sasebo, Japan. 0830 Resumed issuing beer
fram No, 3 Hold, 1700 Secured issuing beer for the day,

26 October 1945

lloored to Berth ITElM-6, Sasebo, Japan., 0805 Resumed issuing beer
from No, 3 Hold, 0915 Stevedores from 153rd Port Company, U.S. Army commenced
loading cement from the dock into No. 3 Hold. 1640 Secured loading cement. 1705
Secured issuing beer for the day.

27 October 1945

Moored to berth ITEL=-6, Sasebo, Japan. 0600 Stevedores from
153rd Port Company, U.S. Army comuenced shoring up cargo in No.3 Hold, 1115
Stevedores completed shoring up cargoes 1200 Ship's auxiliary boiler observed
overheating by the awxiliary Watch., 1203 Commenced fighting fire developing
around upper boiler casing., 1242 While attempting to extinguish the fire in
the ship's auxdiliary boiler, possibly caused by burning carbon deposits ignited
by overheating caused by apparent operational failure of stack switch, BENNETT,
Frank, mmzﬂ?ﬂ, 245 43 85, V6, USNR and ESDALE, Fred (n), Moilie(T), 826 23 34,
V6, USNR were severely injured and burned by violent explosion of the boiler.
The cause of the explosion is of undetermined origin, but it was possibly caused
by water spray flashing into steam on contact with heated surfaces., 1314 Fire in
ard around the boiler Mplotoly Qxbingui.hﬁc . Lt.(x), Re Ls Tm, llc, USNR
from AP-112 and Lt.(Jg), SCHAB, MC, USNR, from U.S. NAVY HOSPITAL SHIP, SAMARITAN
aboard to render medical assistance to injured men. 1340 Injured men transferred
to Us 8. Hospital Ship, SAMARITAN far treatment and disposition. 1415 Underway
from Berth ITElL~6, Sasebo, Japan for anchorage No. 8 in accordance with verbal
orders of Port Director, Sasebo, Japan. 1515 Anchored in anchorage lo. &, Sasebo ;.
Harbor, Japan,
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30 October 1945

Anchored in anchorage No, 8, Sasebo, Japan. 0928 Underway from
anchorage lo. 8 for Buoy No. 25 in accardance with Port Director, Sasebo, Hapan
Despatch 291520 of October 1945. 1000 Buoy No. 25 observed to be occupied. 1029
\loored to Buoy No, 17, Sasebo, Japan awaiting further orders from Port Director,
Sasebo, Hapan. Ship assigned twenty-one (21) day availability to repair auxiliary
boiler in accordance with Commander Service Division ONE~ZERO-THHEE AHLE Despatch
291045 of October 1945, 1325 Repar party aboard from U.S5.S. YOSELITE (AD=19) to
cammence boiler repairs, 1640 Repair party left the ship.

31 October 1945

Lioored to Buoy No. 17, Sasebo, Japan. 0800 Underway from Buoy No,17
to anchorage No. 14 for temporary berthing in accordance with Port Director, Sasebo,
Japan despatch of 301350 of October 1945. 0848 Anchared in anchorage No.l4, Sasebo,
Japan., 1005 Repair party aboard from U, S. S. YOSELITE (AD-19) to work on the
awxdliary boiler. 1320 Underway from ancharage No. 14 fom bouy Noe. 25 in accordance
with verbal orders of Port Director, Sasebo, Japan. 1359 Iioored to buay Nos. 25,
Sasebo, Japan. 1555 Repair party left the ship.

W, »
gut., D-i, BNR,
DISTRIEUTION:

Origs  COUINCH -
cc:  COUSERVPAC
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~ MENT‘AL 3 Deceuber 1945

Froms = The Commanding Officer.
To The Chief of Naval Operations.
Subj: War Diary for the morth of November, 1945 - Submission of.
Ref 3 (a) CQUINCH serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943.
1, In accordance iita refcrence (a), the following is submitted:

1 lNovember 1945 (Zone =9)

loored to Buoy 25, Sasebo Eay, Kyushu, Japan for 21 day work avail-
ability te repair ship's auxiliary bailer in accordance with Commander Service Div-
ision 103 Able despatch 291045 of October 1945. Vessel attached to Commander Service
Force, Facific Fleet, operating in Seventh Service Squadron. Ship 80 per cent loaded
with cargo of construction equipment and beer.

2 November 1945

lioored as before. 0910 Unloaded two d mp trucks (22 Ton), Serial No.
22562 and 22560 from forward mein deck, lo. 1 hold, onto U.S.S. LSi 271, fast on star-
board side, in accordance with CominPac DESPATCH 010457 November 1945.

3 November 1945

lloored as before.

loored as before.

5 November 1945 e :“?.‘33:"2://(”/
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8 November 1945

Lloored as before.

9 Noveuber 1945

Lliocored as before.

10 November 1945

lloored as before,

11l November 1945

lioored as before. 1324 Underway from Suoy No. 25, Sasebo, Jamn, to
go alongside U.S.S. TOUBIGEEE (A0G-11) in Berth No. 5 foar prpcses of taking on fresh
water. 1355 lLioored alongside U.S5.S. TOLBIGBEE in Berth No. 5. 1406 Comuenced receiving
fresh water from TQUEIGBEE. 1625 Completed taking fresh water having received 32,270
gallons. 1643 Underway ifrom TOMBIGELE in Berth No. 5 for Buoy No. 25 in compliance
with ComServDiv 103 Able despatcn 100825 of November 1945. 1715 lLoored to Buoy No. 25,
Sasebo, Japan.

12 November 1945

Moored as before.
November 1

lMoored as before.

14 November 1945
lioored as befare.
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17 November 1945

lLoored as before.

18 November 1945

lioored as before.

19 lovember 1945

lioored as befare.

20 November 194L5

lioored as before. 1ol4 Hepairs on auxiliary boiler cowpleted this date
with following exceptions: stack switch, air solenoid, steam tewperature switch, steam
pressure switch, low fire cut out, and out fire relay. These items on order. Lianual
operation of auxiliary bailer possible without them.

21 November 1945

loored as before pending sailing orders.

22 November 1945

Loored as before,

23 lovember 1945

loored as before,

2/, November 1945

Moored as before.

25 November 1945
liocored as before.

26 November 1945

Loored as before.



A12-1/4K-188 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188)

Serial: 100 ¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

3 December 1945

Subject: far Diary for the month of November, 1945 - Submission of,

- e O S e e S S e e e e e R e e e S e S e e e e e e e o e mm S e e omm e e e

27 November 1945

l.oored as pefore,

2& lovember 1945

l.oored as before.

29 liovember 1945

l.oored as before.

30 llovember 1945

lloored as before.

.»i. _LB_;M"I’T —
_LAiwut., D-A, USNR

DISTRI BUTTON /

Orig: CNO

cec: CincPac
ConServFac
ConServionSEVEN

File
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Serial: 79 U.S.S. HERKIMER (AK 188) ft i ﬂ /f

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

28 OctuRdtiMRe
-ccv‘l*mrr
Fram: The Commanding Officer. /
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 25, D.C. %3 15 nov
Subjs History of U.,S.S. HEEKIUER (AK-188), = S 72
Ref @ (a) ALPAC 202-45, Frowarding of the history of ahips."??ﬁ o
1, The following is a summary of the history of this vessel to.
g Built by -~ Walter Butler Shipbuilders, Inc,
Launched at = Superior, Wis., 2 July 1944,
Type - Diesel Driven, Cargo Vessel(3 Dry Hatches add
1 Refer).
Speed - 12 Knots,
Complement = 8 Officers and 61 Enlisted men,

Commissioned at = New Orleans, La., 14 July 1945,

Shakedown at - Galveston, Texas by U, S. Naval Training
Group, Galveston Area, 30 July 1945 to
L lLugust 1945,

Loaded at - Gulfport, Miss. and departed for Subic Bay,

Philippine Islands, 22 August 1945 via the
Panama Canal.

cc: CinCPac,Pearl.

157092
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