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USS ROCKDALE (AK 208)
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CONFIDENIIAL

26 June 1945

1606 - 2106  The U.S.S. ROCKDALE (AK 208) was commissioned at Pler
Lz GCT 41, Galveston, Texas, Operating under cognizance of
ATIM, Galveston, Texas. Keeping # 5 zone time.

27 June 1945

1140 - 1640 Reported to ComEIGHT for three days of independent
VAN GCT operations off Galveston Entrance, commencing 0001,
28 June through 2400, 30 June 1945.

28, 29, 30 June 1945

Independent Operations conducted off Galveston
Entrance with out inecident in accordance with
ComEIGHT movement order # 322 dated 6 June 1945.

=D
bert F. er Harold E. Schum

Lt.Comdr., USNR Lt.(Jg), BR
Commanding Officer Navigator
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

(AK 208)

From 1 July 1945 to 31 July 1945

GOMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S.FLEET
RECEIVED




1 July 1945

Reported a teh to COTCLant for
w&dm.:rm Unit 23.8,2. Keeping # 5 zome

1« 7 Jdudy 1945

Gonduoted shakedown operations in the vieinity of
Galveston, Texas, without incident, in accordance with
orders contalned in Commander Task l'ano 23 Operations
Oder CTF23 No. 325«45 of 14 May 1945«

8 « 12 July 1945
Commenced Fost Shakedown Availability at the Texas
CGoagt Uhipyards, Galveston, Texas in uw with
vUI'CLant conrucnu-.l. Domm of 4L J

12 July. Completed Post Shakedown
Readiness lor Sea.

1 July 1945

Hoported t0 Cuile0,(DENS) for duty in accordance with
orders ou.tdu:l i in C L0 2)« Operational Order

of 1k
mg onnh th orders contained in Port

trlﬂ

Lireotor, Galveston, aumnutn:
i&smm x-wum#mbornm
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at full speed.
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. QONEIDENIIAL
20 July 1945
0538 - 1038 Underway in aocordance with orders contained in Port
Lar  ee2 Directors, Galveston, ND8/Gal, Seriel No. 134 of 12
1945 and Routing Instructions ; 311k of 11 July
1945, for Cristobal, Paname Canal Zone.
0739 = 1239 m«mmmmmm-am
L&l GCT .
1200 tion 2000 gosition
Lativude o' N 55' N
Longitude 86%1 ' w 49" W
| 21 July 1945
2050 - 0150° Steaming as before. Stopped engines, Dead in the water
) AN Ger while examining machinery derangement to ;6 oylinder
fuel oll pump roller gulde,
2128 - 0228 Resume standard speed, unable to affeot repairs, Speed
Lzr GeT retmldmtouﬂ;nhmlponuummwmm
swells, Engineering repairs deferred to more epportune
time, Able to operate engines without damege to in-
stallations,.
0800 position 1200 ition 2000 Position
Latitude 26 0" N :2;“;16' N Zbo *N
Longitude 86°51* w .5 W 85°49" W
22 July 1945
1557 = 2057 Steaming as before, Stop main engine to attempt
Lg; GeT to remedy engineering hrmmtorallw.
1901 - 0001 Resumed course and specd, unable Lo locate sourse of
1Z  GCT  obstruction to lube oil iine to 76 fuel oil pump roller
g.tu.o bearing. Unit reasseubled. Prooceceding to Cris-
bal, U, Z., lubricating y( roller gulde bearing by
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 ition
Latitude zzgg' N 21953' N ngﬂ' N
Longitude 85%24" ¥ 85%5" W 8A°37* W
23 July 195
Steaming as before
Position 1200 ition 2000 tion
Latitude 19034" K 17?' i Y751 §
Longitude §3°25" w 82759" w 82908 W
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Latitude
hl;_l.hu

Latitude
Longitude

0925 - 423
LT GeT

2301 - 0401
L4t Gl

Latitude
Longlitude

Longitude

- SONEZIRENILIAL

2, July 1945
Steaming as before.
tion 1200 tion
80°50" u i’o‘éf -
25 July 1945
Steaning as before.
wnfipiion a0 fstiin
80%32* w 80°10" w
26 July 1945
loored port slde to Pler Baker 1

Zone for servieing amd repalr
the Fanama Canal,

90501 B
55 W

2000
79. B

Cooo Solo, Canal
or to transiting

Reported to Coumander Service Joree Pagific Fleet
for duty., (Refer AK208 < despateh of 26 July 195)

27 July 1945
Mgored as before

Underway, in accordance with arders contained in Port
Directer Balboa, Coufidential despateh of 27 July

1945, for Hellandia, New

Anchored in Colon Harbor awaiting Fanema Canal

Pllot.

Canal Pilot aboard. Underway to transit the Panaue

Ganal.
28 July 1945

Traasiting the Panama Canal as before,
Took departure from Balboa :satuu vessel for Hollandia,

lew Guinea and set course 1

0800 fosition 1200 Position
7°47'N ' N
79°30"W 79%4* W

29 July 1945
Steaning as before.
0800 Yosition 1200 Position
36" N 28" W

81952" w

Onl i

R

2000 gu.ltlon
2

T

8774

S
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30 July 1945
Steaning as before.
0800 ition 1200 tion 2000 ion
oA - B
31 July 195
Steaming as before.
Latitude - "i. .;;%tén - “i" N
Longi tude 90%24* W W8 W 92%0

Lt.l}uﬂ.r.. W :
Commanding Ofricer



CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
USS ROCKDALE (AK 208)
From 1 August 1945 to 31 August 1945
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Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

latitude
Longitude

- 18
i

1140 - 1940
1zr GeT
1215 « 201
L’(.I', 00’1',
1325 - 2125
LT GeT
1343 = A3
L.l GeT

1 August 1945

Operating under Commander Service Force Pacifrio Fleet;
Commander Service Squadron EIGHT; and t-pulru{.ltm
to Commander Seventh Fleet for one « Bnroute from
Balboa, Canal Zone to Hollandla, lew ea, in accord-
ance with orders contained in P.D. Balboa Despatoh of

27 July 1945. Upon arrival %o repart to Commander ueventh
Fleet for discharge and onward routing.

0800 ;g;%t;m 1200 clr;l..t-:oa 2000 ;;;%ﬁion
94954 W 95°40" W 97°09* W
2 August 1945

Steaming as before.

10800 Eosl.tl.on 1200 gg;l.uon 2000 ’Eiﬂu
5724 N 5-22' N *H
99%0L* W 99936' W 101%8"* w
3 August 1945
) as befare.
0800 "gg{,tﬁon 1200 ’ggj'.t-ion 2000 gosj..t%‘on
102°55* & 103955* W 080200 y S
b August 1945
Steaming as before, :
0800 gouuon 1200 ’gguuu 2000’_%%
3.09' N 6' N ' N
106955 w 107°28* w 108°56" w
5 August 1945
Steaming as before,
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 go::luon
09' N 5%09" N 509" N
110958 w 112903 W 113925 %
6 August 1945

Changed course to investigate sea dis burbance on oug
starboard hand, it lies along approximately the 060°-250°F
line and is bounded by white caps. ippears Lo be a
violent underwater disturbance,

Disturbed sea condition still pronuog as before on our
g oard hand, Approximmte latitude 5 05'N, longitude

116935 we
Commenced taking soundings with fa s ml and started
through underwater disturbanoe.

-underwater disturbance at
Seowred fathometer. No shoal area indicated,

A
A



SUb Lo £ LAk

14,30 = 2030 Underwater disturbance ai o from view on port

LZ? GOT  quarter, distance 5 miles., It was con~
oluded that this dis was oaused by the meeting

of two ourrents running in epposite diree .

T 1 iy ) e’ 1
Longitude 115927* w 41" W n;:?.’:.' w
7 August 1945
3‘_&“ as before.
Latitude ' N 4952' N 443" N
Longitude n%‘ﬁ' W 120927" W n1°’§3' W
8 August 1945
S5 as before.
0800 osition 1200 fosition 2000 Zosition
Latitude 439" N hoh9' N 439" X
Longitude 123939" W 124,°16" W 125°59" w
9 August 1945
Steaning as before.

0848 « 1648 Sighted unusal disturbance in the sea. ¥t wos determined

14T GeT to be disturbance caused by conflieting currents as
previously noted on 6 1945. No soundings indicating
shallow water were reourded either before or while passing
through the dis turdbaney. It is belleved to be an effect
ocaused by the meeting of the equatorial and counter
equatorial currents which run parrallel and opposite to

each other.
0855 « 1655 Passed from disturbed area into normal sea.
Ll GoT 0800 rosition 1200 guulon 2000 g:nm
Latitude 4928 N hoh8' N 4928" N
Lougitude 127%9" W 129°01" W 131 %7 w

10 August 1945

Steaning s before

0800 Position 1200 positien 2000 Position
Latitude 4219 N 4210 N 4207 N
Longitude 1329 w 133930 w 134958 w

11 August 1945
Steaning as bef
ity OO0 fosiben 1200 fostaton 2000 fouthon
Longitude 13718 W n”w U] 139°31" w

- W



Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

2148 - 1048
T GeT

Latdtude
Longitude

12 August 1945

Sm as before.
0800 Pultl.u noo Ponun 2000 Pos%ucl

3%57° N
nﬁo' " m’zs' 143957 w
13 August 1945
Steaning as before,
0800 Position 1200 goc on 521
3°b8' N J43' R 3
146°%02" W uﬁ"u' 148%08* W
U August 1945
Steaning as before.
0800 Poﬂ.um 1200 goduon 2000 Pod.ﬁ.u
29' N ]J.' N
150'23' W 151%1- l,zozgo
15 August 1945

Steaming as before. :
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 odum

55% N 3%00" N
155°21' 156“53' 153°57'
16 August 1945
st.uung as before,
gonum 1200 gonum 2000 Position
2,55 N 3,00 N 20h4" N
15572 W 15653 w 156757 W
17 sugust 1945

Sm as before. !
gonuon 1200 ;gutton 2000 Position
2,25" n % 2925 §

163°39* w 164 39' 16593 w

18 August 1945

Steaning as before.
Ship sighted bearing 120°T, distance 4 piles - Idnetified

as tanker, Passed fiom view bearing distance 6 miles.
0800 Sostiton 1200 zg";ﬂ" 2000 sosition
168"23' 163"35' W 5° W
NE2



Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

latitude
Longitude

0000 - 1200
zr  GeT

Latitude
Longltude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

0905 - 2205
LT  GoT

1025 - 2325
Lor o7

Latitude
Longl tude

19 August 1945
BM as before.
0800 Position 1200 FPosition 2000 Position
(NE| 2°930" N 2930 N
171°%49" w 173028 W 173956 W
20 August 1945
Sm as before. i
0800 gosition 1200 Position 2000 oqum
254" N 030" H 32' N
17452 W 17505 W 17510 W
21 August 1945
Bm as before.
0800 gouum 1200 goumn 2000 ition
2°33' N 237" N - *N
179°15* w 179°39* & 178%20" &
2) August 1945

Steaming as befare.
c time to a -12 zone. Advanced the date 1 day to

conform with the of the 180th meridan,

0800 gon.}unn 1200 Yosition 2000 tion
2015 N » ' N 2°16.2' N
17637 & 17559.5" B A7%°39 'E
2L, August 1945
Steaning as before.
0800 goal.u.u 1200 Position 2000 Position
2,23' N 2916" N 2%2.4° N
1724 & 172°11' & 170°0 ' &
25 August 1945
Steaming as before,
oaoolguit}‘m lzoolggzl'.t\; mlgg;!.tin
160"‘1:;' E 168°05* & 166057 &
26 August 1945

Sighted 282°7, alstance 10 8.
liégnm.ﬁp-mm;m.m .m'

Ship sighted bearing 075°T, distance 10 miles. Indenti-

nogus.s. Piqua = tenker. Fassed from view bearing
075 ’ distance 9 uiles.
0800 Position 1200 Positién 2000 Position
1%0' N 1%5* N 0956 N
165%04" & 164°%22" & 163%05" &
N
———— e r—



CONFIDENTIAL
27 August 1945
0800 Pocitt t"1'.”"1.:;!00 siti 2000 guiu
0 on on on
Latitude fw 8' N oxo °
Longitude 160°25 * B 159°02' E 157 06 ' l
28 August 1945
Steaming es before.
0800 .Posif.im 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 0%21,.5' N 0°08.7" N 0°01.7' 8
Longitude 156°34 ' E 151°21 ' E 151928 ' E

29 August 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Pou.t:lm 1200 Position 2000 Pouitdon
Lati tude 0933" 8 0%%4" 8 59.5'
Longitude 15340 B 153°09* E 152°10
30 August 1945
Steaming as before.
0800 golitim 1200 gouuon 2000 Posit.ton
Latitude 1730' 8 # ’ o%
Longitude 152°10" & 150929 x 159705 E
31 August 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 gooi.tm 1200 gout.lon 2000 gonition
Latitude 03' s 08' S
Longitude lh7°27' 156%8 ' 11»5 55' E

gon uuanuin ufficer

/e
r%
n F. r@er Lt.Comdr, ,USIi (3&%’//& / .
“
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
USS ROCKDALE (AK 208)
From 1 September 1945 to 30 September 1945
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CONFIDENTIAL

Latitude
Longitude

1057 - 0157
LCT

0720 - 2220
LCT GCT

Latitude
Longitude

1 September 1945

Operating under Commander ~ervice Force Pacific fleet,
Commander Service Squadron EIGHT, ani temporerily
attached to Commander ~eventh Fleet for one voyage.
Enroute from Balboa, Cenal Zone to Hollandia, New Guinea
in accordance with orders contained in P, D. Balboa
Despatch of 27 July 1945. Upon arrival to report to
Commander Seventh Fleet for discharge and onward routing.

Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
3-09 S 2=-53 3 =29 5
144-30 E 143-42 & 142=-35 E

2 September 1945
Steaming as befare.

Moored port side to No. 1 Dock, U.S. Naval Base,
Hollendia, Dutch New Guinea for cargo unloading operations

3 September to 8 September 1945

Moored port side to U.S, Naval Dock, Hollandia, New Guinea
discharging cargo.

9 ~eptember 1945

Underwey in accordance with orders conteined in CinCPac

uessatoh of 6 September 1945, from Hollandia, New Guinea
risbane, Australia,

TooETdeparture from Humbolt Bay Control Post bearing

250 distance 7 miles.
1200 Position 2000 Position
2=45 3 2=L8 B
1,1-38 E 142-57 B

10 September 1945
Steaming as befare
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position




12 September 1945
oteaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 10=-20 S 11-20 3 12=25 3
Longitude 151-47 & 152-20 & 152-24 E

13 September 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 14,-08 S 14-29 S 15=32 S
Longitude 152=29 E . 152-29 E 152-50 E

1, September 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 17-23 S 17-58 S 19-18 S
" Longitude 153-23 E 153-34 £ 154-01 E

15 September 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 21-51 S 22-35 8 24-00 S
Longitude 154=01 E 153-57 E 153-53 E
16 September 1945
' 0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 21-51 8 4 22-35 S 24,=00 S
Longitude 154=35 E 153=57 & 153=53 E

17 September 1945

Steaming as before.
1240 - 0240 Entered lMoreton Bay, Brisbane, Auntrelil.
IeT  GeT

- 1800 - 0800  Moored port side to No. 1 Berth of mry 3‘upply Dopot ror O
,:.iﬂT .G?ﬂ ufn,ea!to loading opor;tihpl% P Ea s




1600 - 0500
LeT GCT

2110 = 1010
ICT GCT

Latitude
Longitude

f 0800 Position

25 September 1945

Underway from “risbane, Australia to Manus Islend,
pursuant to CinCPac/CinCPoa Confidential Despatch of

19 September 1945.

Took departure with ca&%undra head bearing 2730, distance

54 miles on course 021°T.
26 ~eptember 1945
Steaming as before.
1200 Position
2L-L6 S
154-02 E

27 “eptember 1945

25-12 .5 S
153-49 B

"5 Steaming as before.

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

e

ROBERT F.
Lt. Comdr.,
Commending Officer

0800 Position 1200 Position

21-57 8 21-12 S » 19-51 3
154-32 E 154=34 B 5 154-2, E
28 September 1945 v
Steaming as before.
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
17-38.5 5 17-02 S 17-46 8
153=42 E 153=25 & 153-55 E
29 September 1945
Steaming as before.
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
14=25 S 14-03 S 12-55 S
153-02 & 153=45 E 152-27 &
30 September 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
11-06 8 10-26 8 08-57 8
152-08 E 151-51 E 151-31 E
/
,éﬂfiAk kfiL{:Léﬂﬁkgéfiacaé;bHAz
LER , HAROLD E. SCHUM,
USNR Lt.(jg), USNR
Navigator

2000 Position
R3=bly S
154-26 E

2000 Position
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
USS ROCKDAIE (AKX 208)
From 1 October 1945 to 31 October 1945
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Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

1241 - 0241
ICT GCT

16414 - 064L
LCT GCT

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

1l October 1945

Operating under Commander Service, U. S. Pacific Fleet.
Underway from Brisbane, Australia to Manus Islend pur-
suant to CinCPac/CinCPoa Confidential Despatech of 19
September 1945.

1200 Position
6-31 S
148-33 BE

1200 Position
6=57.5 3
149-45.5 E

2 October 1G45

0800 Position
7-20 3
150-16 E

Steaming as befare.

2000 Position
L=59 S
147=-17.5 B

1200 Position
5=18 S
147-28.5 E

3 Cctober 1945

0800 Position
5-58 S
14,7-45 E

Steaming as before.

Anchored in Seeadler Harbor, lManus Island.

L Cctober 1945
aAnc hored as before.
Underway from lManus Island to Salpan pursuan to CinCPac/

CinCPoa Confidential Despateh of 19 September 1945 and
Port ~irector, Mamus Island, Movement Urder # 1806-45.

5 October 1945

Steaming as before.

2000 Position
2=45 N
146-06 E

1200 Position
0=49 N
144,-35 E

6 October 1945

0800 Position
0-09 N
145-08 E

Steaming as before.

2000 Position
5=39 N
141-42 E

1200 Position
4=-30 N
142-34 .5 E

7 Cetober 1945

0800 Frosition
3=-22 N
142-39 E

Steaming as before.




Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

1057 - 0057
ICT GCT

1632 - 0632
LeT GCT

Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Podtion
7-12 N 7-21 N 8-39 N
14,0-25 E 139-51 E 140-26 E

8 October 1945
oteaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
10-28 N 10-49 N 11-36 N
141-41 .2 B 141-37 B 142=-32 E

9 Qctober 1945

Steaming as before.

0900 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
12-54 N 13=12 N 13=30 N
143-36 E 143-57 E 143-5€ E

10 October 1945

Steaming as before.

Anchored in Lerth L-67, Saipan Harbor, Saipan.

1l Octobexr to 12 October 1945
anchored as before.
13 Cecober 1945
aAnchored as before.
Underway from Saipan Harbor, Saipan to Bruckner Bay,
Okinawa, pursuant to orders of CinCrPac/CinCPoe dated
13 Qctober 1945,

14 CGectober 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
16=-54 N 17-01.5 N l18-12.,4 N
143-17 E 1L42-41 E 141-34 E

15 October 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Fosition 1200 Position - 2000 Position

139-32 E 138-48.5 E 137-36 E

: &nte
ot 4 -4 - A Rras 1 "
PERTRTIES UOF 4 0 SRR <




Latitude
Longitude

Latitude
Longitude

1200~ 0300
LCT  GCT

1257 - 0357
LCcYT GCT

16 October 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
22-23 N 22=47 N 23-56 N
135-58 E 135-16.5 E 133-05 E

17 October 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
24-48 N 2, -58 N 25-=13 N
131-57 E 131-27.5 E 129-59.6 E
18 Oectober 1945
oteaming as before.
Anchored in Berth "B-52", DBruckner Bay, Okinawa.
16 October - 26 October 1G45
Anchored as before.
27 Cetober 1945
Anchored as before.
Underway from Bruckner Bay, Okinawe to Chimu Wan, Okinawa,
pursuant to orders of rPort virector, Bruckner OSay, Okinawa.

28 QOctober - 31 October 1945

aAnchored

as before.

EQocrine K Kk

UENTIN L. CLARK
Lt.(jg), USNR
Navigator



CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
USS ROCKDALE (AK 208)
From 1 November 1945 to 30 November 1945
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CONFIDENTIAL

1 November 1945

Operating under Commander Service Force, U. S. Pacific
Fleet, Anchored in Berth F-139, Chimu Wan, Okinawa Shima.

1110 - 0210 Underway from Chimu Wan, Okinawa Shima to Guam pursuant
LCT GCT to Port Director, Navy 3256 confidential orders dated

30 October 1945.
2000 Position

Latitude 25«01 N
Longitude 128-19,7 E

2 November 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 23-10 N 22=L7 1 N 21-56.2 N
Longitude 129-55 E 130-17.9 E 131-26.2 E

3 November 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Latitude 20=52 N 20=26 N 19=42.,9 N
Longitude 133-09 E 133=47.3 E 135=13.5 E

L November 1945
Steaming as before.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lati tude 18-31.5 N 18-05 N 17=15 N

5 November 1945
Steeming as before.

0800 Positiam 1200 Position 2000 Position
Longi tude 140-30 E 140-58.5 B 142-15 E

6 November 1945
i APl Steaming as before. e ¥l

DsO0 ‘_..1"‘\4 " . _._-‘I i e 11
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0725 - 2225
LCT GCT

0822 - 2322
LCT GCT

1303 - 0303
LCT GCT

Latitude
Longitude

0710 - 2210
1CT GCT

Commanding Off'icer

7 - 8 November 1945
Moored as before.
9 November 1945
Moored as before,

Underway from Berth 16 to Dock "K" pursuant to Port
Director, Navy 926 orders dated 8 November 1945.

Moored starboard side to Dock "K", Apra Harbor, Guam
far cargo unloeading operations

10 - 24 Novenber 1945
Moored as before, DLischarging cargo.
25 November 1945
Moored as before.

Underway from Apra Harbor, Guam to Saipan pursuant to
confidential Port Director, Navy 926 orders dated 24

November 19&5 .
2000 Position

14-12 N
1hh=ks E

26 November 1945

Steaming as before.
Anchored in Berth L-62, Saipen Harbor, Saipan.

27 = 30 November 1945

Anchored as before.

EhseZi T Hurds.

QUENTIN L. CLARK
Lt.(jg), USNR
Navigator
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