Contributed by Frank Gerhardt

WAR DI ARY-CONFILDLNIIAL Reg. No. 2' : ‘

USS Newcastle Victory (AK223) 2 swx
27 Novemper 144 (Zone plus

At 1130 Lt. Comdr. Emerson, USNR, representing the Comm-
andant, Twelfth Naval District, read his orders directing him
to place the ship into comrlselon in the U.S. Navel Service.
It was sccented by Lt. Comdr. J.T.Edwars, USNR, at Yard #l1,
Richmord , Celifomia.

24 November to 25 November LO44

koored portside to Lerth fox, Ple: Four, Naval Supply
Depot, Oeklsnd Cellfomila. Commenced taking supplies and equip-
ment aboard.

26 November to %0 lNovember 1944
aAnchored in —erth ¥lve, Anchorage Iwelve In San Freanclsch

hartor.
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Contributed by Frank Gerhardt


WAR DIARY-CONFINDENTIAL

USS Newcastle Vicit.ory(ﬁﬁa‘j}%)
1 December 1944 (zone plus :

g Underway pursusnt to Operatlon Order COLCPAC No. 2T1-44
enroute from San Francisco, Califomia to San Pedro, Callforn-
fa. Operating singly without escort. Toock departure bearl ng
at 1111 with Buoy Able on startoard peam 100 yards, seaverd end
of swept channel. Course 204° irue, stencard epeed 15 krots,
60 RPk.

At 180C standerd chronometer stopped, 0100 CGCT, ceuses un-
Known.

2 Decemler 1844 .

Underway enroute to Sen Frdro, Celifomi:. Course 159 T.,
96 rpm. At 0918 took fix on right tangent San Nicolas Island,
bearing 06S° T., and left tangent bearing 051° 1.

At 1019 sighted Sentum Larvem Island bearing OS7¢ 1., dist-
ent 22 nlles.

Taffraill log streaming snd averaging 15 k-ots.

1350 Passed Pt, Vicente abeam to port, bearing 359° true,
distance 7 miles.

Pilot Lt . Condr. Chemberlain came abtoard at 1424 from
Statlion Vezsel.

At 1547 anciored in Lerth Dog SIX in San Pedro Lay, S8an
Pedro, California.

3 December to 10 December 1944
Underwent shakedown period.

11 December 1044

Underway enrout® to San Franclsco, Celiiornia, wlth orders
to report to Iwelfth Navel District. At 1126 took departure
from Statlon Vessel, seavwerd end of swepl channel, Szn Pedro
bay and set course 214° true. Orders from Port Directors Off-
ice, Sen Francisco, Cezliforniz. Steamed at 96 rpm.

At 2102 Point Conceptlon bearing Olé°® true, distence 7.1
miles., Log reading 105.4. Opersting singly w lthout escort.

12 December 1944

Underwey enrou® to Ssn Franclsco, Californla on course
329° true, speed 96 rpm.

At 0110 sighted Pt. Pledrss Llancas light b aring 015° true.

At 0216 sighted Pt. Sur light beering 060° true and Pt.
Pledras tblancas light bea:ing 112° true.

At 1270 passed Duoy Able abeam to port at entrance of swept
channel entering Sezn Franclsco harvor.

At 1521 enchored in naval anchorage twelve, San Francisco
harcor, California.

1% December 144

Und erway enrou® to Port Chicazgo, Celifornia to take on
ammunition cargo at 1011.

At 1312 moored porteslde to, Berth two, Port Chicago, Cal-
ifornda.

At 1910 first losd of smmunition recleved in #5 hold.

e o T ke 20wl e -



WAR DIARY=-CO! FIDENILIAL
Dece mber cont.

14 December to 21 December 1944
Moared as before taking on ammunitlon cargo, Port

Chicsago, Cslifornia.

22 December 1544 _ |
Underway at 0825 enroute to Par lermingl Four, Sen Fablo

Point, Californis in pursuant ol orders of Iwelfth Naval Dlst-
ricte.

Moored et 1122 starbtoard s lde to dock at Par lerminal Four
San Pauvlo Polint, California.

At 2025 commericed teking on deck cargo.

2% Becember to 27 December 1844
Noordd as before taking on deck cargo at Par Terminal
Four, San Paclo Point, California.

28 December 1944

Underway enroute to Fearl Harcor, T.H. from San Franclsco,
California in pursuesnt of orders [rom Twelfth Naval District,
via Port Director's Offlce. Operating singly wit hout escort.
Took departure tesring at 1558 from _uoy Avle, seaward end of
gwept chennel when abeam t o port 100 yarde.Set course 242° true
and sppe<d 95 rpm.

Eeavy ground swells on starbosrd bow, rough head sea. won-
dition of sea 5. Rolilng heavlily and shl ping water. Captaln
1s connling.

At 1744 deck cargo o. #2 hatch 1s shiftimg . Lasked deck
csrgo end reduced speed to 50 rpm.

20 Lecember 1644

Und ervay as before. Course 275° true. Speed 60 rpm. Con-
dition of Bea the same. O0ECC position *7°27'N--125°20'W,

Sea guieter, Bpeed increased to 80 rpm at 1200. koon pos-
ition: 37925'N--126°:0'W.

8000 position: 36°41'N-=126003'W. Increased speed to 95
rpm.

20 December 10944 (zone plus ¢)

Underway a8 before. BSpeed 95 rpu. On verlous cources en-
route to Fearl Ecrbor, T.H.

0800 Fosition: 35°26'N--131°022'Ww

1200 Posit lon: 24°23'N--132°27'W

2000 Position: 22°15'N--13%5°07'W

A8 1200 set clocks back two hours to conform to plus nine
zone.,

31 Decemver 1944

Underway as before enroute to Pearl Haruor, 1.H.

At 014% sighted friendly plane on ship's course 243° true.
Slghted white [lare 2000 feet aslLern on water.

At 0620 sighted plcne, heavy medftum bomier to port, distance
6000 yerds/

0644 conmenced U.S. Navy Zigzag plan #28. 4t 1
two friendly planes. g 22k sanes 3
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31 December 1S44 (cont)
At 1600 changed zigzag plan to #
at 1604-
0c00 Positlion: 31955'N--1328012'W
1200 Position: 21°922'N--176920'W
2000 Position: Z0°15'N--141°42'W

Decemuer _ont.

42, Cussed zlgzagging

£ ned
2 o 4 /
MI//iéwarda
Lommanding




WAR DIARY-CONFIDENTIAL

USS Newcastle Victory (AK2332)
1 January 194§ (Zone: plus §)

Underway enroute to Fearl Harbor, T.H. from San Francisco,
California. Steesming on course 239°true, speed 95 rpm, with
cargo of ammunition and general s tores.

At (215 sighted friendly plsne proceeding on course 240°
true.

At 0830 retarded sll ship's clocks to conform with zone
time plus 91/2.

o At 1228 commenced zig-zag plan #26 from US Navy plans of
19 .

At 1415, Deck Court held, Lt. Edward H. Kane, USNR pre-
siding, to try Bosques, R.J.; MM3/c; 3$8-0098, USN.

At 1445, Deck Court adjourned.

0800 Position: 28933' N--144°7%' W

1200 Position: 28°01' N--145035' W

2000 Position: 27°00' N--14T7°21' W

At 1605 Ceased zig-zagging.

2 January 1945 (Zone: plus 9 1/2)

Steaming as before on course 240° true enroute to Pearl
Harvor, T.H.

ﬁé 0630 commenced zlg-zag plan #26 fron US Navy dlagrams
of 164Q.

At 1833 ceased zlg-zagglng.

0800 Position: 25956IN--150°17'Ww.

1200 Position: 24956'N--151°931'W,

2000 Position: 24°10'N--153°00'W.

3 January 1945

Steaming as before on cowse 240° true.

At 0620 sighted pimmm vessel abeam to Strb. distant 7 miles.

At 0700 commenced zig-zag plan #10 'from dlagrsmm of 1940.

At 0845 sighted lend bearing 195° true and 210° true. Ident-

ifled as Molokal Is.
At 1130 sighted Oahu Is. bearing 2420, distance 60 miles.
At 1309 ceased zlg-zagging, steadlied on course 210° true.
At 1457 lakapu light abeam to strb. 6.5 miles.
At 1538 Diemond Head light abeam to strb. 2.6 miles.

At 1612 recleved visual message to & and well clear of chann-

el untll advised to enter.
1747 Lt. Comdr. Lieberg, pilot, boarded us.

At 1925 moored strb. eide to berth 3 (lilke) at herry Point.,

Pearl Harbor, T.H.

0800 position: 22°25'N--155°50'W.,
1200 position: 21°10'N--157930'W.

4 January to 5 January 1945

Moored as before, discharging cargo.
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6 January 1945
At 080% underway to change berths. Left Berth lMike 3,
Kerry's FPoint.
At 1006 moored portside to Pelr 3, Westlock, Pearl Hare
bor, T.H.
’ At 1320 commenced discharging cargo.

7 January to 16 January 1945
Continued to discharge and load cargo at Péer 3, Westlock,
Pearl Harbor, T.H.

17 January 1945

At 1525 got underway pursusmt to orders from ComServon
Eight enroute from Wesllock, Pearl Harbor, T.H. to Eniwetok.
Operating singly without escort with full load of cargo, 8,300
tons.

At 1703 took departure besring, Dlamond Head l1l1ght bear-
ing 079° true end Barbers Point 1light bearing 297° true. BSteer-
ing course 180° true, standard speed set at 95 rpm; steaming
at 95 rpm.

2000 position: 20°22'N--157959'W.

18 Jamary 1945

Underway enroute to Eniwetok from Fearl Harbor, T.H.

At 0615 commenced zig-zag pleng 16 USN Diagrams of 1940.

At 0715 secured from zlg-zagging.

At 0800 set clocks back to conform with zone time plus 10.

At 0045 exchanged recognition signals with ship bearing
240%true, distance 4000 yards.

At 1302 snd 13172 passed patrol planes proceeding in opp=-
osite direction. We were steaming on course 267° true.

Zig-zagged from 1738 to 1840, using plan #16 from USN Dia-
grams 1940.

0800 position: 19°50'N--160°44'W,

1200 position: 19042'N--162°01'W.

2000 position: 19°32'N--164°35'W.

19 January 1645 (Zone-plus 10)

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 261° true, speed 95
rpm.

Zig-zagged from 0545 to 0646 using plan #16 from USN Dia-
grams 1940; end from 1807 to 1933 using plan #l15.

At 0800 set clocks back to conform with plus 1l zone.

0800 position: 19°91%'N--167954'W.

1200 position: 19°06'N--168°41"'W

2000 position: 18%41'N--171°02'W.

20 January 1945 (zone-plus 11)

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 257° true, epeed 95
prm.

Zlg-zagged from 0610 to 0710 using plan #8 from USN Dia-
grems 194C, and from 1735 to 1835.

0900 retarded ships clocks to conform with zone plus 12.
0800 posit ion: 180089 ""173055"' plus
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20 January 1945(cont.)
1200 position: 17°52‘N--175§23:w.
2000 poeition: 17°25'N--177°21'W.

21 January 1945 (Zone-plus 12)

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 256° suxmy true, speed

ml
o rpOQOS changed date to 22 January 1945 to conform with inter-
netionsal date line.

Zig-zagged from 0534 to 0634 using plan #16 from USN Dia-
grams 1940 and from 1808 to 1508.

0800 position: 16°42'N--179°12'E.

1200 position: 16°27'N--178210'E.

2000 poeition: 16°58'N--176°04'E.

23 Januery 1945 (Zone--minus 12)

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 255° true, speed 95
rpm.

Zig-zagged from 0555 to 0657 using plan #8 from USN Dile-
grams 1940, end from 1830 to 19630 using plan #16.

At 1410 investigated shoring of 6" projectiles in No. 4
hold--found to be faulty. Secured from adding additional shor-
ing at 1441,

0800 position: 15°08'N--172°4G'E

1200 position: 14945'N--172°10'E

2000 position: 14°13'N--160°46'E

24 January 1945

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 250° true, speed &0
rpm.

Zig-zegged fromO608 to OTO8 using plan #18 from USN Dia-
grams 1940, and 1757 to 1857.

Bet clocks back one hour to conform with zone time minus

0800 position: 12°18'N--162°08'W
1200 position: 12°958'N--166°15'W
2000 positions 12°22'N--164°43'W

11.

25 January 1945 (Zone--minus 11)

Underway enroute to Eniwetok, course 249° trwe, 75 rpm.
Operating under zlg-zag dlagram plan #18 asccording to USN Dia-
gram 1940,

At 0540 sighted conwy beering 210° true, dis tance 6 miles.

At 0545 cemsed zlg-zagging.

Bighted land bearing 010° relstive on course 249° true.

Established land as Eniwetok Atoll at 0700.

At 0922 anchored in Anclorage Avle, Eath Queen 6 at Eni-
wetok Atoll, Marshall Iglands.

At 1300 set clocks shead one hour to ¢onf
zone tm.__mu. 12) c om with 1008-1

0800 position: 11°28'N--162°01'E

26 Jenuary 1945 (Zone-minus 12)
Anchored as before.
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27 January 1945

Anchored as before.

At 1217 undervay in pursuant to ordere #54, serial mumber
A4-3/JuB/wdc, deted 27 Jenuary 1945. Enroute to Apra Harboer,
Guam, Mariamna Is.; from Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Is. in con-
voy. Speed 60 rpms £hips 18 canvoy and posltians as follows:
88 Fort Dearborn #11; USS LST 8616 #12; USB Centaurus #2l;(con-
voy commodore); USS Newcastle Victory #22; USS LST 629 #23;

USS LST 449 #31; USS LST 222 #22. Interval 1n calumsn 750 yards.
Distenc e between 8 hips 700 yards. Escorts: USS McGinty(DE 265),
USS CONIROL (AM 164), USS PC 601. Course set 280° true.

At 1355 took departure bearing from #2 xxpy buoy abeam to
port, 1400 yards.

At 1500 set ships clocks back one hour toc onf arm fxam with
zone minus 11.

2000 position: 11°16'N--161°029'W.

28 January 1948 (Zone-mirus 11)
Underway in convog a8 before en oute to Apra Harbor, Guam.
0800 Position: 11°43'N--158°37'E
1200 Position: 11°%45'N--158°44'E
2000 Position: 11°55'N--157°14'E

29 Januery 1945
Underway 1in convoy a: before enraute to Apra Habbor, Guam.
At 1230 set clocks back one half hour to conform with
zone minus 101/2).
0600 position: 12°12'N--154°15'E
1200 position: 12°26'N--154928'E
2000 position: 12°45'N--153°14'E

30 January 1945 (Zone-10 1/2)

Underway as before emroute to Apra Harbor, Guam, steaming
in oconvoy.

0800 position: 13°03'N--151°33'E

1200 position: 12°09'N--150851'E

2000 position: 12°19'N--149940'E

31 January 1945

Underway as before enroute to Apra Harvor, Gueam, steaming
in convoy.

0800 position: 172042'N--147941E

1200 position: 1Z040'N--145°FEE

2000 position: 12046 'N--145052'E

Je Te Edwards
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USS NEWCASILE VIC.ORY (AK 2%3)
1 February 1945 (Zone=--minus 10 1/2)

Underway as before in pususnt to orders #54, serizl num-
ber A4-2/JiB/wde, dated 27 January 1945. Enroute to Apra Har-
bot, Guam from Eniwetok Atoll. Course 271° true, speed 60 rpm.
Ship in convoy, positlons es follows: 8SS Fort Dearborn #l1;
USS LST 816 #12; USS Centaurus #2l(convoy commodore); USS New~-
castle Victory #22; USS L8T 629 #23; USS LST 449 #31; USS LST
222 #32. Interval in column 750 yards, distance between ships
700 yerds. Escorts: USS McCinty (DE 265), USS Control (AM 164),
Uss PC 601.

At 0130 sighted Guam beering 226° true, distance 10 riles.

At 051€ dlspersed convoy with each ship steamimng independ-
ently.

At 0815 eanchored in Apra Harbor, Guam. Ceacon A bearing
194° true, beacon E besring 144° true, besacon C bearing O44

true.
At 0900 set clockes back one half hour to cofomm with local

zone time of minuse 10.

2 February to 5 February 1945 (Zone-10)
Anchored as before.

6 February 1645

At 1720 underway in pursuant to orders from Port Director
of #pra HariLoep, Guam enroute to Ullthi Atoll. Standard speed
60 rpm. Btesming in comvoy: USS Nitro AE 2 (# 21); She was con-
voy commodore. USS ' ewcastle Victory (AK 277) ,11. Distance 800
yards between shil)s. Escort vessel USS Oracle AN 103.

Took departure bearing =t 1742 from Guam Island signel
tower, bearing 086° tme, distsnge 4000 yards. Course 200° true.
2000 position: 13°08'N--144922'E,

7 February 1945

Underwey as before in convoy, enroute to Ulithl Atoll from
Apra Earbor, Cuam. Course 24%0 true, speed 60 rpm.

At 1215 silghted plane{coronad02 of course 056° true.

0800 position: 12012'N--142022'E

1200 position: 11°51'N--141°47'E

2000 position: 11°13'N--140°45'E

8 February 1945

Underway ae before in convoy, enroute to Ulithl Atoll from
Apra Harbor, Cuam. Course 27%4° true, speed 60 rpm.

At OT45 Soreleng Is. bearing 212° true, Sorlen Is. bearing
134° true.

0820 Convoy dispersed end proceeded independently.

At 1045 anchored in Ullthl harbor on anchorage #240.

0800 position: 9° 40'N-- 120° 30'E

9 February to 16 February 1945
Anchored as before.
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17 February 1945

Anchored as before in Ullithl hartor, anchorage #240.

At 0755 underway in pursuant to orders fron Port Dir-
ector of Ulithi Atoll enroute to Apra Harbor, CGuam in con-
voy. HEX 58S Kumukeki, #11l; USS Newcaestle Victory, convoy
commodore; USS DE 438 as escort. Speed 85 rpm, course 060°
true.

At 0&45 took departure bezring, Falopp Is. boaring 281°
true.

At 1056 torpedo detector reported out of operstion,
secured for repalrs.

0800 position: 9°55'N--132G°37'E

1200 position:10°29'N--140025'E

2000 position:11°16'N--141°41'E

18 February 1945

Underwey as before in convoy enroute to Apra Harbor,
Guam. Course 059° true, speed 84 rpm.

At 0815 fathometer reported out of order, secured.

At 1040 secured convoy, proceeded independently.

At 1120 standing off Apra Herbor, Cuam awalting orders.

At 1620 moored starboard side to Herth Iltem, Apra nar-
.or, Guam.

At 1845 began discharging cargo.

0800 position: 12058'N--144°01'E

1200 position: 1%°26'N--144°42'E

19 February to 28 February 1945
Noored as before, starboard side to Berth Item, Apra
Harbor, Guam. Discharging cargo from holds 1,2,3,4,5.

J. T. Edwards
Commard 1rng

57y o
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USS Newcastle Victory (AK 233
1 Narch 1945 (Zone-minus 10) |
Noored sterboard side to Berth Item, Apra Harbor, uusam.
Discherging cergo from holds 2, 4. Holds 2, § are empty and
secured, loading ;eneral cargo into hold 1.
2
2March to 3 March 1945
Noored as before, discharging and teking on cargo.

4 Narch 1945

Moored as before, taking on csergo.

At 0655 underway proceeding out of Apra Harbar, Guam to
form convoy in pursusnt to orders from Port Lirector. Convoy
positiong as follows: USS WHitman, #l1l; USS Jose lorelos, #31;
USS Ewing Young, #12; USS Sacomet, #22; USS San Vincent, #32;
USS Newcastle ‘ictory, #21 and convoy commodore. Escorts: USS
Bond, USS Cdncise. Dlstance between shlps 600 yards, dlstance
vetween columns 800 yards. Speed 48 rpm. Course-various enroute
around the i1sland of Guam,

At 05630 took departure from buoy iAble mmmrimg ebesm on star-
voard, distance 500 yards.

At 1535 USS Cassin(DD 372) relieved USS Concise(AM 152) as
escort vessel.

1200 position: 13°09'N--144°45"'E

2000 position: 1292 'N--145°20'E

5 hMarch 1645

Underway ae before in convoy proceedlng around Guam Is.
On verlous courses, spged 48 rpm.

0800 position: 13Y14'N--144C27'E

1200 position: 13°08'N-«144052'E

2000 position: 13°30'N--145°30'E

6 Narch 1945

Undervay as before in convoy proce ding erourd Gueam Is.

At 0600 dispersed convoy and proceeding independently.

At 1018 anchored in Apra Harbor, Guam. ceacon A bearing
100° true, Eeccon C bearing 052° true =nd Signal Tower(H2) bear-
ing 145° true.

0800 position: 13°28'N--144°36'E.

7 Narch 1945
Mnchored as before in “pra Harbor, Guam.
At 0750 underway in pureuant of orders from Port ~irector.
Enroute to Enlwetok from #pra Harbor, Cuam in convoy, positions
as follows: 88 Mobiloil #11l; SS Cleveland Forbes #12; U8B New-
castle Vlctory(gonvoy Commodore) #21l; SS Alvarsdo #22; SS W.B.
Rodgere #23; 58 Janmes Lick 531; S8 Saconnet #32. Interval be-
tween columns 850 yards, between ships 700 yards. Escorts:
USS Conclse, USS Caution and USSPC 1125. Course 166° true, speed
115619%° "7
Took departure at O807 when buoy #1 was sgbeam to starcoard,
500 yards. /
0800 position: 13%8'14--144‘;6'5;1200: 17° 14 ' N-- 144" 28 g
2000 position: 12°08'N--144°20'E
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8 March 1945

Underway as before proceeding in convoy enrute to Eni
wetok on murse 091° true, span dard speed set at 56 pxmx rpm.

At 0521 soundered gener el quarters for dawn security,
and secured as 0621.

At 1500 Duncan, Willie Ray, 832-T74-37, Fl/c¢, V-6, USNR,
was confined under guard due to a mentel dlagnosls of emot-
otinal instability.

At 1815 sounderd general quarters for twilight security
and secured at 1915.

0800 position: 13°04'N--147°16'E

1200 position: 129586'N--147°61'E

2000 position: 12°48'N--148°%0'E

9 Warch 1945
Underway as before proceeding 1ln convoy enrout to Eni-
wetok.
Saunded general quarters for dawn and twillight security.
0800 position: 12°938'N--150047'E
1200 position: 12°29'N--151026'E
2000 poeition: 12°26'N--152037'E

10 March 1945

Underway ae before proceeding in convoy enrout to Eni=-
wetok.

Sounded general quarters for dawnand twilight securitye.

At 1900 obmerved lrregular flashing white 1llght abeam to
port, distence 1l miles. Course 0G8° true.

At 2000 USS Concise(AN 163) left escort formtion to in-
vestlgate light.

0800 poseition: 12°12'N--154°19'E

1200 poeition: 12°10'N--154°53'E

2Q00 position: 12004'N--156 OZ'E

11 karch 1945
Undervay as before steaming Iinconvoy emroute to Enlwetok.

At 0600 se t clocks ahead one hour to conform with minus 11

zone.
Sounded general qguarters for dewn and twilight security.
0800 position: 11°44'N#*157°41'E
1200 position: 11°39'N--158°922'E
2000 position: 11°24'N--159°7%2'E

12 Narch 1945 (Zone~ mimus 11)
Upnderway as before steaming in convoy enrout to Eniwetok.
mAt 1250 dispersed convoy eand proceecded alone enroute to
Pearl Harbor, T.H. Standard speed S5 rpm.

Soundedm® general quarters for dawvn and twilight security.

0800 posit ion: 11°09'N--161°925'E
1200 position: 11°05'N--162°04'E
2000 position: 11°24'N--163°56'E

13 March 1945
Underway singly enroute to Pearl Harbor, 1.H.

odl
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13 March 1945 (cont.)

0800 position: 12°33'N--166°53'E
1200 poeition: 12955'N-=167947'E
2000 position: 13°%22'N--169°51'E

14 March 1945
Unde rway as before singly enroute to Pcarl Harbor, T.H.

0730 Advanced ship's clock one hour to conform with min-
us 12 zone.

0800 position: 14%11'N--172°29'E

1200 position: 14°24'N--17203g'E

2000 pesit lon: 1495¢'N--175°41'E

15 March 1945 (Zone-minus 12)

Underway a s before proceeding singly enroute to Pearl
Harbor, T.H.

At 1330 crossed date line, retarded ships time 24 lours
to conform with zone.

At 1605 1dent.if‘ied 8 even planes as friendly hellcats.

0800 position: 157 O46'N-=1T78°38"'E

1200 position: 16°03' N--179°«’+5'

2000 position: 16°27'N--178°36"'W

15 Narch 1945 (Zone plus 12)

Underway as before proceeding slngly enroute to Penrl
Harbvor, T.H.

0800 poeition: 16°53' --176020'

1200 position: 17°08'N--175 32'“

2000 position: 17°30'N--17%°58'W

16 Larch 1945
Und erway as before proceeding singly enroute to Pearl

Harbor, T1.H.
At 0531 exch anged recognitiaon signale with tanker bear-

ing 160° true, dlstance 6 miles.
At 0720 set clocks sheal one hour to conformwith zone.
0800 positlon: 17°948" h--17101|6 W
1200 position: 18°01'N--170°51'W
2000 positlon: 18°20'N--168059'H

17 Narch 1945 (Zone- plus 11)

Underway as before proceeding singly enroute to FPearl
Harbor, T.H.

At 1809 sounded general quarters snd putting into opera-
{égg zlg-zag plan # 27 from USN Lisgrams of 1940. BSecured at

0800 positlon: 18044 N-- 166°44'W

1200 position: 18°52'N-- 165048'W

2000 position: 19°10'N-~ 163°963'%

18 March 1945
b Hn.ﬂerv.ar a8 beflore procecdirng eingly enrow et o Fearl Har-
or, elle

5
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18 March 1945 (cont.)

At 0455 sounded General Quarters and put into operation
zig-zag dlagram #27 from US Navy Disgrams of 1940; secured at
0565. BSounded general quabtters at 5 and operated eame
zig-zag plen; secured at 1905. e

0800 position: 19°32'N--161°02'W

1200 position: 19° 29'N--160°01"'W

2000 position: 19953%'N--158°15'W

19 Narch 1945

Underway ae before procecding singly enroute to Pearl
Harbor, T.H.

0452 sounded genersl querters for dswn security.

At 0800 put ship's clocks ahead one and one half hours
to conform with local time of Peerl Harbor, T.H.

Proceeded slow ahead one and one half miles south of
channel buoys at entrance of chanel (o Pearl Harbor, awalt=-
ing orders.

At 1436 moored to bouys in berth Xray 14 at liiddleloch,
Peerl harbor.

0800 position: 21°21'N--158°00'W

20 lerch 1945 (Zone 91/2)
Moored ae before in berth Xray 14, Pearl Harbor.

21 larch 1945

At 0920 undervay to change berthing.

At 1025 docked alongeslde Baker 23, Repair Dock, Pearl
Harbor, T.H.

22 karch 1945 to 31 March 1945 . ux

Moored a8 before at ERX¥XXK Repalr Dock, Baker 23, Pearl
Harbor, T.H.

J.T. ED ARDS
COLLANDING

By direction
Submitted by Navigator

Edward H. Kaney Lt./:, UBNR _,
/- ~7
Bolunr et s oz
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USS Newcastle Victory (AK 22 h it
1 April 1945 (Zone-plus 9%) t.o S April 1945}’ '! -

Moored st arboard side to berth Baker 23, Navy Yard, Pearl
Harbor, T.H. undergoing converslon in number 5 hold.

At 0940 underway and proceeding to drydock #4, Navy Yard,
Pearil Harbor, T.H. to recleve bottom paint and sand blesting
work.

6 April 1945 to 15 April 1645 (Zone-plus 9%)

In drydock #4, Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T.H.
At 1150 underway by tow and proceeding to berth Baker 23,
Navy Yard, Pcarl Harbor, T.H. for conversion to mumber #5 hold.

16 April 1945

At 1515 underway to change berths, procecding to berth
Xray 3, Pearl Harddr, T.H.

At 1700 BP 46 came alongside port side to to load ships
ammunition that had been held in temporary storage.

Secured loading at 1900

At 1920 Bp 1 and 54 started to load ammunition from NAD,
Yiestloch, Oghu in number #l1 hold.

17 April 19045

3 Lioored as before. Secured from lozding ammunition at
0105.

At 1805 underway from Pearl Harbor, T.H. enroute to San
Franeleco, California. operating singly without surface escort.
in obedlence to orders of Com3ervonEight.

At 105 took departure from buoy #1, seaward end of ewept
channel. Set course at 1?50 true, speed Standard of 15 knots.

2000 position: 21°10 N/157°40‘w.

18 April 1945

Underway enroute to San Franclsco, Californla on course
049° true, speed 16 kts.

At 0014 sighted flare on water 5 mlles off starboard bow.

At 0045 stopped engines due to iler trouble.

At 0055 started engines.

21 April 1945

Underway enroute to San Franclsco, Californla. BStandard
speed.

At 0800 advanced ship's clocks to conform with plus 9 zone.

At 1455 exchanged calls with AP 105, President lonroe, on
parallel course.

22 &p 41 1945 (Zone--plus 9)



WAR DIARY-COIFINDENT IAL April con't.
22 April 1945 (Zone=--plus 9)

At 0730 advanced ship's clocks one hour to conform with
plus elght zone.

At 2115 sea became rough, high head sea, heavy spray on
deck.

2% April 1945 (Zone-plus eigzht)

At 1045 had land fall, sighted Falleron Rocks.
At 1124 entered swept channel, passing buoy Able on
port beam. At 1230 advence ship's clock one hewr far zone plus 7.
At 1502 dropped anchor in anchorage 81, berth 9, San Fran-
clsco Bay, California.

24 April 1945 (Zone--plus 7)

Shifted berths to Municipal Pler, berth 29, San Fruncleco,
Califomiae.

At 1500 commenced fueling and 1930 commensed to unload cargo
from number #1 hold.

25 April 1945

At 1525 secured unloading cargo and 1940 secured from fuel-
ing.

29 April 1945

At 0800 underway to shift berths, enroute to Port Chicag,
California.

At 1310 tied portside to ber th #5, Port Chicago, Callfornia.

At 2100 commenced taking on ammnt ion in holds 1,2,3,4 & 5.

20 April 1945

Moored as before, continue to take on ammuntlion.

Position underway for month of April 1945:

18 April 1945: 0800-23005'N/155022'VW,
1200-23°45'N /154023 '\
2000-24957'N/152°328y;,

19 April 1945: 0800-26°41'N/149025'W
1200-27°26'N/148°19%W
2000-28940'N/146°11"'W

20 April 1945: 0800-30°23'N/142°53'W
1200-31°04'N/141°53' W
2000-3201 4'N/13 902 7' W
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21 April 1945: 0800-33945'N/136°08'Vi
1200-34°15'N/124°50"'W
2000-25°07'N/12%2°07" W

22 April 1945: 08G0-36°11'N/129°07'W
1200-36°32'N/128°18' W
2000-26°56 'N/126°29' W

23 April 1945: 0800-37951'N/124901'W
1200-37°50'N/123°10'W

J.T. Edwards
Conmand ing

By Directlon
Submit ted by Navigator

ward H. Ka'/le,/Lt.. USKR.
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USS Newcastle Viectory (AK 232
1 May 1945 to 8 lay 1946
Zone Time: TE plus

Moored portslide to Berth #5, Port Chicago, California.
Navy stevedores loading ammunition in lower holds of all
hatches. At 1215, on 2 May, 1945, sixty men repcrted aboard
for duty, pursuant to ComWVesSeaFron NTIX 302206 of April 1945,
from U.S. Navel Trairing and D1 tribution Center, Shoemaker,
Cal%fornia.

e
¥ lay 1945

At 1235 underway from Port Chicego, enroute to Pearl
“arbor, T.He., operating singly without surface escort, with
obedlence to orders of Twelfth Naval District via Port Dir-
ector's office. At 1725 took departure from buoy “A" on course
2289 T; standard speed 85 RPM(15 kts.)

10 ¥ay 1945

Steaming sirgly enroute to Pearl “arbor, T.H. Heavy
fog closed in and reduced speed to safety measures. Fog whistle
broke and used auxillary fog hom.

At 1400 retarded ship's clocks ore hour to conform to
plus 8 zone.

13 May 1945. (Zone time: plus 8)

Steaming singly enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.Hs Retarded
ship's clocks one hour to conform with plus 9 zone.

end)
Jé llay 1945 (Zone tin;e: plus 9)
EHK

Landfall =2t OFl16, sighting Moloakal Island bearing 325
relative. At 0830 retarded ship's clocks one half hour to
conform with plus 9% zone.

At 1015 comnenced firing all guns at towed Bleeve 1n ob-
edlence to orders from HawSeaFron. Ceased firing at 1125,

At 1715 moored portside to Berth Willaim #3, WestLoch,
Pearl Earbor, T.". Commenced unloading ammunition at 2100.

16 May 1945 to 17 May 1945 (Zore time: 9% plus)

Moored portside to berth Willaim #3%, Wesfloch, T.H. Con=-
tinuing to unload.

127340
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May con't.
18 May 1945

At 1256 underwgy from N.A.D., West Loch, T.H. enroute
to EniWetok Atoll, operating singly without escort, with ob-
edlence to orders from ComServonkight. At 1400 took depart-
ure from Point Able and set course 193.5° T, set standard
speed at 60 RPM(10 Xkts.)

At 1 653 set general gquarters for practise firlng and
commenced firirg. Secured at 1805 and set course 270° T.,
standard speed 95 RPM(16.5 kts.)

19 May 1945

Enroute to Eniwetok Atoll. At 0328 gunfire flashes
reported astern and abaft of port beam, beyond horizon.
0335 no further flashes.

At 0830 retarded ship's clock to conform with plus 10
zZonee.

20 May 1945 (Zone: plus 10)

e
Enroute to Eniwetok Atoll. At 0820 r=mzkx retarded ship's
clocks one hour to conform with plus 11 zone.

21 Nay 1945 (Zone: plus 11)

Enroute to Eniwetok Atoll. At 0436 torpedo detector
alarm sounded to starboard irdicating sporoach of torpedo.
~ard righ rudder glven, flank spped ordered and general quart-
ers sounded. 2ig-zag dlagram #27 from U.S8. Navy Diagrams of
1040 was immedlately put into effect.

Detector counded for one minute and 16 seconds.

Secured from Ceneral quarters at 0600. At 0830 retarded
ship's clocks one hour to conform with plus 12 zone.

At 2400 advanced srip's clocks twenty-four hours to conform
with zone time minus 12, passing date line.

25 May 1945 (Zone: mirus 12)

At 1136 had landfall, Parry Islend bearing 350 relative.
At 1348 passed through net and reclieved port regulati-ns.
Anchored at 1405 in berth #86, anchorege B, Following bearings
takens Signal Tower 059° T.; Beacon C 10234° T. Engine room
on thirty minute stand-by.

26 lay 1945

Underway at 1118 from Eniwetok Atobl enroute to Saipan,
operating singly without escort with obedlence to orders from
Port Director's office. At 1214 took departure bearing from
buoy #2 at entrance to chanrel when abeam to port. Set course

105° T,, standard speed 85 RPM(15 kte.)
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May con't.
26 lay 1945 (con't.)

At 1540 sighted object bearing 0l5 relative on course
2840 T., distance 2000 yards, appesrins susplciously like a
mine. Position 11°20'N-161°46'E. When ab:am it resembled
a small can with a prong extendlirg about two feet. Report-
ed to Gunnery Officer and Ceptain.

27 YMay 1945 (Zone: mims 12)

At 0830 retarded ship's clock one hour to conform with
rinus 11 zone.

29 May 1945

At 0300 lights sights off starboard bow, distance 20
miles. Landfall made at 0512, Saipan sight ed bearing 015
relative.

At 0039 anchored in Berth Nike 21 with followlng bear-
ings: S1.nel Tower How 3 besring 123.5° T., Tipopale Peak
bearing 099.5° T. Retsrded ship's clock one hour for minus 10.

(Zone: mims 11)

30 Kay 1945 to 31 lay 1945 (Zore: minus 10)

Anchored as before in Berth Mike 21, Salpan Harbor.

Positlons underway for month of May 19465:

© May 194%: 1200 position: 38903'N--122°00'W
2000 position: 27°24'N--123031'V

10 Ney 19453 0800
1200
2000

800
1200
2000

11 May 1945:

0800
1200
2000

12 Kay 1945:

0800
1200
2000

17 lay 1945:

0800
1200
2000

14 Nay 1945:

poeition:
poslitlion:
posit lon:

poelition:
poeitions
positlon:

position:
position:
position:

position:
position:
position:

position:
position:
poeition:

36027 ' N--125°29"'W
35026' N--127931"'W
24955 ' N--130°15"W

32235  N-~132021'W
3%2015"' N==12 4042 W
32933 N--136°27"W

21904"' N--140°20 "W
70925 N--141°26"'W
29°30' N--147°16 "W

28°05' N==146°12"W
27075 N-=- 149219 "W
2693%6"' N-=149006"'W

24955 '11--152°04 'W
24°16 'N-=153°04"'W
23°11'N-=155°132'W



15 ¥ay

18 May
19 Nay

20 Xay

21 May

24

29 lizy
Fw1

18453

1045:
1945:

1645;

1945:

1945:

10453

1845;

1645:
10453

19453

1945

0800
1200
2000

2000

0800
1200
2000

C800
1200
2000

0800
1200
2000
0800
120C
2000
C800
1200
2000

@800
1200

2000
0800
1200
2000
0800
2000

0800

WAR DIARY--CONFIDE¥TIAL

position:
position:
position:

position:

position:
position:
position:

position:
position:
position:

peselition:
position:
position:

positiont
position:
position:

position:
position:
pogitiont

positions
position:

position:
position:
pceition:
position:
position:
positions
poeit ion:

poe it iont

22010'N--156°12"'%
21°20'N--187°20"'W
21018'N--157°982"'W

21°00' N==159°00"'W

0 e
20715 'N--163%Q"' W
10954 'N--163°42"'W
1g;£4'n--166°oo'w

18985 --166°30 ' W
18028 ' N=-=170°37'W
18°15'N--1732°00"%

17020'N-=1760%0'E
17018 "' N--177026'W
16045 'N--179°03'W

15065 ' N--176064'E
15028'N--175245"E
15002 ' N-=173°22'E

14°13'N-=170025'E
13049'N--169°15'E
12005'N-=167008'E

12004 ' N--163°48'E
11°24'N--162°18'E

11°30' N==160°942"'E
12°15'N--157048'E
12920'N-=1560328'E
12048'N--154021"'E
13020 ' N-=152032'E
13940'N-=150°18"'E
14014"N=--148°07"'E
15012'N=--145°38"'E

J. Tl
Commanding

May Con't.

Edwards

By Direction
Submitted by Navigszber

ard H. e, USNR, Lt.
.;725}
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File " "U. S. S. NEWCASTLE VICTORY (AK-233)
AX-233/A3=1/ jud
Serials 015 2 1 o0ctover 1945 ACENVE!
. 218 So1 gt
ws m‘ce arntl
From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. NEWCASTLE VICTOEY,
To Secretary of the Navy.
Subject! History of the U,S.S, FEWCASTIE VICTORY (AE-233),
Peference! (a) ALPAC 202,

: R In compliance with the provisions contained in reference (a),
the factual history of the UsS.S. VEWCASTLE VICTORY (AK-233) is herewith
submitted,

Al B bel Y

IOE Wiall Roon H, ¥, FISHER
&304
E. Ill AUIl.
Ensign, USKR,
Public Relations Officer,

Copy tot By direction,
CINCPAC

157830




msmm'% TEE U,S.S, NEWCASTLE VICTORY (2—233)

On Yovember 23, 19Ll, the United States Ship NEWCASTLE VICTORY (AEK=-233), was
placed in commission at the Permenente :‘etals Corporation Yard No.l, Richmond,
California, Originally one of the many Victory snips ordered by the United States
Maritime Commission, sne was one of the ten of her kind taken over by the U.S. Navy,
for ammunition earrying purposes,

Her initial commanding officer was Lieutenant Commander J, To EDWARDS, DM, USNR,
Serving under him were eleven commissioned o:ficers, one chief warrant officer,
two warrant officers, and ninety (90) enlisted men,

Immediately following the commissioning ceremony, which occurred at 1130, she
got underway and proceeded t¢ a berth at NSD Oakland, California, where she
conmenced taking on board her assigned provisions and equipment, These operations
vere completed on Novemoer 20, <+he remainder of that day and the next two days were
gpent in deperming, in determining compase compensations, and in calibrating the
radio direction finder,

On December 1, the ship got underway, en route from San Francisco Bay, California,
to San Pedro, Czlifornia, arriving there on December 2, +he following eight daye
wvere spent in performing the various phases of t.e shakedown operation, On December 11,
the ship left San Pedro Bay on the return trip to San Francisco, She arrived in
San Francisco Eay on the 12th, and, on December 13th, steamed North to the Naval
Yogazine at Port Chicago, California. On December 22 she came down the Bay to
Terminal 4, Sen Pablo, California, where loading was completed on December 27,

The NEWCASTLE left the Golden Gate Bridge :=stern on December 28, and headed for
Peerl Harbor, Oam, T.E, The Hawailan Islands were sighted on January 3, after an
uneventful crossing, and the saip proceeded to dock at I‘Ierryia Foint, Pearl Harbor,
Cergo vas unloaded here during the next two days, end, on January 5, the ship moved
to the ammnition dump pier in West Loch, Pearl Harbor, where unlosding was continued,

=
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Discharging and taking on cargo here continued until January If, wnen the
ship headed for Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Is,

Eniwvetok was reached on January 25, and two days later the ship got underway
for Guam, Marianas Is,, where she arrived on February 1, February O saw her
in a small convoy bound for Ulithi Atoll, Western Carcline Is, From February 8
until February 17 she lay at ancher in Ulithi, where she took on a few tons
of cargo, Then she returned to Guam in another small convoy and proceeded to
unloads Navy Construction Battalion men handled the cperation, taking the
emmunition to NAD"Guam, which was commissioned at that time,

Unloadins was completed on March 5, and a few worn out B=32 tires and engines
vere brought aboard for a return cargo, Orders came to leave the harbor and
circle the igland until further notice, as the harbor was being cleared to make
room for the first casualties from the Iwo Jima campaign,

On March 7 she was assigned to a convoy which left for Emiwetok that day,

The convoy wes dissolved wpon reaching Eniwetok, end the NEWCASTLE proceeded
independently for San Francisco, being routed past Oahu, T.H,

A change of orders called her into Pearl Harbor for a three-week availability,
when she arrived near Uahu on March 19, The next four (1) weeks saw ordnance
and radar equipment placed on board, guarters for eighty (80) men built around
the square dn upper No, 5 hold 'tween decks, laundry and eveporator improvements,
bridge alteratione, and a new coat of paint over the entire ship,

April 17 she left Peerl astern, and the Golden Gate Bridge passed overhead
on 4pril 23, Here we unloaded, added sixty (60) men to the crew to enable us
to handle our own cargo, and reloaded ot Port Chicago.

After sixteen days in the Bay (May 9) she put to sea again, reaching Pearl

Harbor on May 15, Three days later the suip headed for Saipan, Marianas Ig.,

-




spending the 24th of May in Eniwetok Atoll, and enchoring off Tanapeg Harbor,
Saipan, on May 29, On June 5 she left Seipan for Ulithi, where she lay overnight
on June b, On June 7 she steamed towards Leyte Is.,, Philippine Is., arriving
in Leyte Gulf on June 10,

June wae spent in furnishing ammunition to various ships in San Pedro Bay,
Leyte, she returned to Ulithi in July to take up the duties of station issue
ship for ammunition there, under COMSERON 10,

On September 20, Lieutenant Commander J, T, EDWARDS was relieved of command
by Lieutenant Commander Hubert W, FISHER, USK,

To date (Oct, 1, 1945), the U,S,S, NEVCASTLE VICTORY has spent 10 months at
gea and has furnished emmunition to approximately one hundred and fifty (150)
ships, These shipe included at least one of each of the following types of sunipst
cv, CvL, CVE, DD, DE, AF, AK, AKA, AKS, AN, APA, APD, IX, LCI, LST, 1sT, PC, PCS,
PGN, SC, YF, and YO, She has also unloaded ammunition at Pearl Harbor, Guam,

and Saipan,
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