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20 Novembar 1944 (Zorne £7):

1430 Commissioned this date., Lieutenant Commander Lester I,
GOCDLVAN (b U, S. Naval reserve representing Comnandant T,/IFTH Naval
Dietrict p‘Laced ship in commission and accepted the ship in the U. S,
naval service, The ship was delivered to the Commanding Cfficer, Lieutenant
Commander F, A, GEISSERT, U, S. Navy, who read his orders, (ND=12-l4 B/ks
AL-1, Serial 43373, dated 29 November 19LL) directing him to assuve
command and accept the ship, Llicored starboard side to dock at Richrond
Yard No, 1, Richmond, California,

30 Noverber 1944 (Zone #£7):
0e0) Underway from sfichmond Yard lic. 1, dichmond, Califcernia to haval

Sunply Depot,, Cakland, California. 1125 koored portside tc Berth "G",
Pier 4, Naval Sunply Uepot, Cakland, California, 1410 Commenced provision=

ine ship.
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1 December 1944 (Zone #£7):

Yoored as before, portside to dock at Berth "G", Pier L, Kaval
Sumly Depot, Cakland, California. Completed provisicning ship, dec-
eived ship's ammunition from Ammunition Depot, llare Esland, Uaiifnrnia.

2 Decerber 1944 (Zone £7):
Uoorad as before,

3 December 194k (Zeone #£7):
Yoored as before, OokO coimenced fueling ship,

L. Uecember 1944 (Zone #7):
Yloored as before, continued iueling ship, 0630 completed fueling

ship, 0757 underway from Naval Supply vepot, Cakland, California to
Pier 31, San Francisco, California. 0851 loored portside to Pier 31.

1005 commenced deperming and degaussing,

5 Uecember 19L4 (Zone £7):
Underway from Pier 31, San Francisco, California, standing out into

Harbor for RDF calibration, 1244 anchored in Naval Anchorage 12, serth
b,

6 Uacember 194) (Zone #7):
0235 Underway from Naval Anchorage 12 for compass comparison and adjust-

ment run in San Francisco, Bay, California. 1105 returnea to Naval Anchorage
12. 1400 liorking party from Treasure Island, California aboard to effect
minor repairs and alterations,

7 Uecember 194k (Zone #£7):
Anchored as before, Lxercised at various drills.

2 December 1944 (Zone #£7):
Anchored as before.

9 Uecerber 1944 (Zone £7):
Anchored as before.

10 Decenber 194k (Zone #£7):
0802 underway from San Francisco, California in accoraance with CUTCPAC

Cneration Oprder No. 291-4k of 13 November 1944, 1102 toox departure from
San Franciseo entrance charmel with Farallon Lignt bearing OL6CT, distance
5.3 miles, Set standard speed at 16 knots, 1702 conducted structural fir-
ine tests. dounds expended 3"/50 - L (2 to starboard; 2 to port), 5"/38 - 4
(2 to starboard 2 to port), 20M 20 rounds from each gun (Total 160).
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11 December 1944 (Zone #£7):

Steaming as before. At 1331 passed through Los Angeles Harbor
Brealwater and at 1450 anchored in berth "C-2" Los angeles liarbor,
California, 1450 Shaledown Inspection Party came aboard to make
"Cn Arrival" inspection and left ship at 1545, 1700 Cormenced receiving
fresh water,

12 December 1944 (Zone £7):

0201 Underway standing out of los Apgeles iarbor in accordance with
CTG 14,4 operation plan lic. 26 of 9 Uecember 1944, 100, Commenced man-
euvering at various courses and speeds to pertorm designated exercises,
1400 Heturned to anchorage "C-8" in Los Angeles Harbor, California.

13 Decerber 1G4L (Zone £7):

0806 Underway, standing ocut of Los Angeles llarbor, California in
accordance with CTF l4.4 operation order No, 26 of 9 December 1944, 1100
Commenced steering various courses and speeds tc run measured mile, 1205
returned te anchorage "C-8" in Los Angeles llarbor, California,

14 Dacerber 1944 (Zcne £7):

0718 Underway, standing out of Lcs Angeles Harbor, California, 0807
Set course to 255°T with Buoy "A" bearing 350°T, set standard speed at 16
knots (90 RPM), 0913 Took station 500 yards astern of U.S.S, CCSFER, the
formation guide for CTU 1.4k, standard speed 10 knots (52 HPL) course
260°T, 0930 commenced manuevering on various courses and speeds in accord=
ance with CTU 14.4.4 visual orders, 1055 All hands at General Juarters,
1150 changed course to 180°T on range commencea tarpet practice (3"/50 and
5"/38), 1228 ceased firing, 1343 resumed (iring (20ili AA practice on towed
sleeve), 1402 stopped 20M. A4 firing practice, 1430 commenced firing (AA
practice for 3"/50 and 5"/38), 1437 stepred firing, 1443 Resumed firing (AA
rractice for all zuns), 1503 ceased Iiring. Continued steauing in formation
with CTU 14,4.L on variocus ccurses and speeds. Ilounds expended: 5"/38 30
rounds; 3"/50 30 rounds; 20!0. 960 rounds,

15 December 1944 (Zone £7):
Continued shakedown operaticns., Steaming in formation with T.U. li.L.AL,
U,S.8, COSPER unit guide, Held firing practice in morning and afternocon.

Rounds of ammunition expended: 5"/38 20 rounds; 3"/50 20 rounds; 20 1!
1,920 rounds.

16 December 1944 (Zone £%):

Continued shakedown operations, steaming in formation with T,U, lh.4.4;
U.3.8. COSFER unit guide with CTU on board., Seperated from T.U. 14.4.4
in morning and held man cverboard drill with deck officersconning ship. In
afterncon, all hands at General Juarters, inspection made cf life jackets

and Lielmets, Rejoined T.U, 14.4.4 and received orders from CTU 1lh.4.4 to
S
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proceed independently to anchorage, Anchored in berth "C-8", Los
Angeles Harbor,California at 1850,

17 Decermber 1944 (Zone #7):
Anchored in berth "C-8" Los Angeles Harbeor, California, Received

abeard fuel and provisions,

12 Dacember 1944 (Zone #£7):

Anchﬁrpd in berth "C-8", Los Angeles Harbor, California, Cavtain
FZINEXAY and Inspection Fnrty from the San Pedro Shakedown Group came

FLlivGu .,. .

aboard in morning for final inspection ana terminzation of snakedown oper-
ations,

19 December 194L (Zone #£7):

0930 Underway from Los Angeles Harbor, California. Swung ship for
compass eomparison and at 1306 with Pt, Fermin light bearine 0259T aistance
2.9 miles took demarture for Fort Hueneme, California. Set course 29307
and PGC, speed 16 knots, 1706 Took pilot aboard and at 1745 moored portside
to Pier No. 1, Port Hueneme, California. lace preparations to receive

general cargo.

20 - 27 Decenber 1944 (Zone #£7):
Leading General cargo in all holas,

28 December 1944 (Zone £7):
Completed taking on cargo, made preparaticns for getting underway.,

1402 with Pilot aboard, ship underway out of Port Hueneme, California and

at. 1422 with Fort Hueneme light abeam tc port, distance 100 yards, took
denarture from Port Hueneme and proceeded in accordance with Coumander (estern
Sea Frontier CUrder No. 145L-4L of 18 Lecenber 1944, Set course 204L°T and
speed 12 knots, 1520 chanped course to 212°T, 1600 changed course to 25507

and at 1700 changed sneed to 17 'mots, Hetarded ship's clocks to conform

with zone £2 time at 1800,

Pesition 0200 1200 2000
Lat, 33~32,5N
120=52.

Lonr,

29 Decerber 1944 (Zene f):
Steaming independently enroute from Fort Hueneme, California to Fearl

Harbor, T,H,, on base course 255°T, speed 17 knots

Position 0”00 1200 2000
Long. 124=30% 125<4"7u 127=110
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000D Staaming Q‘ﬁrlx froo Pert lLueneme, Dalifornia to Pearl Harbor,
«Hsy On course 2 'C"', standard speed 17 ‘mots (95 RPK), usims plan e, 11
of "Ziczag Diagrams for 1940%,

m

Fesition 0200 1200 2000
Lat, 26l 629N 25-38N
Lane, 1L5=37] 11622 1he-327

2 Jenuary 1945 (E“"ﬂ £9):

0000 ﬁtegm'nt inely from Port Hueneme, California to Pearl Harbor, T.i.,
on conrse 2,57, standard sreed 17 knots (95 RPL), using plan YNo. 11 of
Weipzag Diaerams of 19,07,

Tneition 0200 1200 2000
Lat, 2014 ,30N, 23-570 23.10N
Lonr, 151-26 152-21% 154-003

-

3 Jnn“qrv']qu (Trna %0!)

0000 Steaming si ngly from Port !neneme, California to Pearl !lsrbor,
T,H., on course 239°T, standard speed 17 fnnta, (95 RPY), using plan Ne. 8 of
"Ziezag Diacrams for 1940", O7L0 sighted Island of (ahu bearing 2L5°T distance
12 miles and at 1209 entersd entrance cnanrel, 1437 moored portsice to Fier
wi-q", ilest Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H, 1900 Cormenced discharging cargo,

h,5,6,7 January 1945 (Zone #£9.):
weored as before Tﬁrts{cﬁ tec Pler "J—?“’ liest ;“ﬂh, Pearl Harbor, Tl;.
continued discharging gereral cargo,

2 sanuavv 1945 (Zone #91):

Voored as before portside to Pier "i-9", Tiest Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.ll.,
continmad discharging general cargo, 1600 _ade rreparations to pget underway,
1207 Undarway on various courses and speeds to shift bertns frowm Mi-9" to
ME-1" arriving at "{-1" at 1928, 2220 Commenced loading 25 rounas of 14"/15

ammund tion,

9 Janvarv 1945 (Zone #£91):

icored starboard side to Pier "E-1", lagazine Islanu, Fear Harbor, T, H.,
0105 completed taking on armunition (25 rouncs /L5 projectiles and charces),
0256 Got underwav with observers and working party aboard in obedience to
ComServion EICHT Cpder Ne. A45 of 8 Januvary 1945, proceeding on various courses
conforming with the channel, 1001 Left buoy "a-1" zbeam to starboard, Set
course of 153°T, speed 15 knots, 1050 Coumencea steering varicus courses and
spaade to maneuver into formaticn with Task Unit 16,16,1 U,5.5. T2XAS (BB35),
U.5.5. BEMMETT (DD473), U.S.S. GRECORY (DDE02), U.S.S. TZIAS, unit guide,

e
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1105 Commenced scheduled secret exercises covered by sepverate revort,

CC, U.8.S. BUCYRUS VICTCRY Sacret Ltr. AK-234/S78 Serial 001 of

12 January 1945), 1315 Completed secret exercises, went inte celumn astern
of 1.5.5. TIXAS, distance 1000 yards, 1529 Proceeded indeperidently per
visual order of Unit Cormander to Pearl Harbor, and entered cnannel at
1630, 1715 Hoored Fortside to Pier "J=9" ilest Loch, Fearl Harbor, T,H.

2335 Ammunition Lighter alongside.

10 January 1945 (Zone £91):

Yocored as before portside to dock "W/-9", Yest Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H,.
0000 Cormenced discharging general cargo, 0900 commenced discharging
armunition (25 = 14M/45 projectiles and charges) into Ammunition Lighter and
finished at 1045.

11 Jannary 1945 (Zone £91):
Yoored as beofre portside to deck "/-9", West Loch, FPearl Harbor, T.H.
Continued discharging general cargo, 1635 Completed discharging general

carpo,

12 January 1945 (Zone #£93):
Moored as before portside to dock "i-9", West Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H,

13 January 1945 (Zone #£9%):
Yoored as before portside to aocck "W-9", Hest Loch, Pearl Harbor, T.H.

0200 Underway to anchorage A-l5 arriving at 0926,

14 January 1945 (Zone £93):
Anchored as before in berth "X-15", Pearl Harbor, T.H. 0730 Underway cn

various courses and speeds leaving harbor., 030f passed througn entrance nets,
set course of 153°T, standard speed 14 knots, 0812 with entrance buoys No, 1
and Ne, 2 abeam to port and starboard took departure from Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
enroute for San Francisco, California on orders from Commander Service
Squadron EICHT,

Pogition 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 21=30N 22=L0ON
Long, 157-184 155=-54LW

15 January 1945 (Zone #£9.):

Steaming singly enroute fran Pearl Harbor, T.H,, to San Franeisce,
California, on base course OhﬂaT, standard sveed 15 knots (79 RPY),
Changed course at 0030 to 055°T., Changed speed at 1302 to 16 knots,

Prngition 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 24=13N 24=L 9N 25=52N
Long., 153=42W 153-00W 151=170
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16 January 1945 (Zone £9):
Steaming singly enroute fro. Pearl Harbor, T,H,, to San Francisco,
California, on course 056°T, standard speea 16 knots (85 APi). Changed

course at 1500 to 062°T,

Pogition 0800 1200 200
Lat. 27=34..5N 28=Q7N 29-03N
Long . 148=4L1)1 1&7-39" 125=L1W

17 Januray 1945 (Zone #£9):
Steaming singly enrcute from Fearl Harbor, T.H,, to San Francisco,

California, on course 062°T, standard speed 16 knots (85 RPM). Changed
course at 1100 to 059°T anc apain at 2200 to 063°T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
E.at s 30=33N 30=56N 31=59N
Long, 1L2=37W 141 =410 159-40W

18 January 1945 (Zone £9):
Steaming singly enroute from Pearl Harber, T.H., to San Francisco,

California, on course 063°T, standard speed 16 knots (85 wPl), Changed
course at 2200 to 067°T,

Position 03200 1200 2000
Lat, 33=23N 33=39N 34=38N
Long. 136=32ii 135=384 1365=22W.

19 January 1945 (Zone #8):
Steaming singly enrcute from Pearl Haroor, T.H., to San Francisco,

California, on course 067°T, standard speed 16 knots (85 RFY),

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat,, 35=45N 36=08N 30=54N
Long., 1530=15i 129=08W 126=53W

20 January 1945 (Zone #8):
Steaming singly enroute from Pearl Harbor, T.H., to San Francisce,

California, on course 067°T, standard speed 16 knots (85 HBlM), oighted
lt, Tamalpgis at 0728 bearing 070°T, At 0910 signted plamne crash 20°

on starbcara bow distance 1500 yards., Changed course for scene oi
accident and made preparaticns to lower No. 1 lifeboat. Lowered No. 1
lifeboat at 0924 which picked up three (3) survivers at 0930, ana at
0935 the boat was hoisted abcard. Only one of the survivors was injured
although all three were suffering from exposure., rirstaid attention was
rendered to the survivors by the ship's Chief Pharmacist's late. On
visual signal to the U,5.5, PUEBLC (PF113) a doctor was summcned and our
No, 1 lifeboat was again lowered to bring Doctor FACONCETTI, Lieutenant

B
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E.AMN,C,, USNR aboard by 1005, At 1005 the ship resumea speed of 16
knots and set course of OLROT, At 1147 took Pilot aboard and commenced
steering various courses anc speeds to confeorm to channel., Ship passed
under Golden Gate Bridge at 1245 anc anchored in Berth 9, Naval Anchorage
#12, San Francisco, Harbor, Callfornla at 1331, At 1340 a hospital boat
was alongsida to take oif the txee plane survivors, Lieutenamt BGIMAN,
UShit,, WATERS, H.ie ACRL, NAPPES, H. A. Aerolc, togetner with br,
FACONCuTTI,

Fosition 0800

21,22,23, 24 January 1945 (Zone #7):
Anchored in Berth 9, Naval Anchcrage #12, can Frencisco, Haroor,
California. VYR-LL alongsice to eifect repairs w main engine (turbine).

25 Januarv 1945 (Zone #£7):
0900 Underway; with Pilot aboard, to make test run on engine, ie=

turned to anchorage #12 Berth 5 at 1124.

26,27,28,29, 30 January 1945 (Zone #7):
Anchored as before in Berth 5, Naval anchorage 12 San Francisco
Harbor, California, Continued with minor repairs and wok ou tusl, water

and provisions.

31 January 1945 (Zone #7):
Underway at 0935 from Naval Anchorage 71< enroute for Port Chicago,

California with Pilot on board, proceedinrs o wvarious courses and speeds,
Yocrad at Pier 1 Berth #2, Port Chicago, California, at 1325 ard made prepar-
ations for raceiving cargo,

- :‘Lo '.u:rISSE- 2
Lieut,Comr, ,USk,,
Commanding Cfficer,

Copy tot
CinCfac,
CouServion EIGHT,
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1 Fabruary 1945 (Zcne £7):

Y¥oored portside to Pier #1, Berth #2, Port Chicage, California. 0900
commenced loading carge of ammunition, CE's from U, S, ,ﬁval lagazine, Port
Chicago workinz in holds,

2,3,L,5,6,7,8 February 1945 (Zone £7):

ioored portside to Pier #1, berth #2, Port Chicago, California. Con-
tinued loading eargo of ammunltlcn all holds being werked by CB gangs frox
U, S, Naval lagazire, Port Chicago, Caliiornia,

O February 1945 (Zone £7):
Ycored portside toc Pier #1, Berth #2, Pert Chicago, California, Commenced

discharv:ng cargo on orders received by U. S. Naval lagazine, changing carge
list, le are now loading in some holds anu unloading from others.

10,11,12,13,14 February 1945 (Zone £7):
lloored portside to Pier #1, Berth #2, Port Chicago, California. Continued

discharging from some holds and loading other holds,

15 February 1945 (Zone £7):
Yoored portside to Pier 71 Berth #2, Port Chicago, California. llow loading

ammunitien in all holds,

16, 17 February 1945 (Zone £7):
Voored portside to Pier #1 EBerth #2, Fort Chicago, California.

Continned loading ammunition in all holds,

12 Febpuarv 1945 (Zone £7):
Voored portside to Pier #1 Berth #2, Port Chicago, California. 0700

completed loading ammunition. lade prenarations tor getting underwav, At 1435
with nilot (Lieutenant Commander F. &. TRASKY, USCG) aboard got underway in
obedience to Commander Viestern Sea Frontier, AL-3 VSF 35 movenent order #0123
of February 1945, Let go port anchor at 1459, grounded amidsnhip at 1502 with
tide ebbing, low water at 1542, At 1602 ship afloat and backing clear, and at
1605 commenced steering various courses ana speeds conforming to Carquinez
Strait, At 2006 nilot left shin to board Pilot Boat and at 2112 we passed
whistla buoy 4 200 yards to port, At 2140 with Farallon light bearing 045°T,
distance 5 miles we changed course to 242°T and set standard speed of 17 knots
(93 RPN), At 2310 the inboard boom starboard side of #3 hold unshipped from
cradle and ship was headed into wind and speed reduced to 9.9 xnots to
facilitate repairs before resuming base course.

19 February 1945 (Zone #8):

Steaming independently from Fort Chicage, Califernia oun Coumander
Vestern Sea Frontier order 70Ul234 of February 1945 on course 2500T,
standard speed 17 knots (93 RPY). Changed course 0006 to 270°T and at

=Ts
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1115 chanred coursa 250°T, 1200 changed speed to 1) 'nots (79 RP) and

' E-.1.\ -

at 1225 changed speed to 16 knots (25 mpl)

20 February 1945 (Zene £9):

Steaming indevendently from Fort Chicago, California, on Conmander
Western Sea Frontier order #1234 of February 1945 on course 2500T, standard
speed 17 knots (93 #Fi). Changed course at 1350 to 240°T,

Position 0200 1200 2000
Tk e 34-L3Y 33=34N
Tone, 130-32. 50 131-52 13412

21 Febpuary 1945 (Zone £91)3
Steaminr indevendently from Port Cnicage, California on Comnander

Western Sea Frontier order #0123), of February 1945 on ccurse 25007,
etandard speed 17 knots (93 RPU), At 0200 changed course to 24397 and at
1430 changed course %o 239°T.

Position 0200 1200 2000
% 8 22=000 31-30N 38-291]
Long, 137-374 138-3 4 141-12Y

22 Fabruary 1045 (Zone £10)
Steamine independently from Fort Chicaro, Califernia en Commander
fastern Sea Fpontier order #0123L of Fabruary 1945 on course 239cT,

standaprd sreed 17 knots (93 {PY) .

Pesition 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 28!, 51 281N 27-07H
Tone, 11=150 1L5=130 1L 7-L1d

23 Fahruary 1945 (Zone £10):
Steamine indemendently from Port Chicage, California on Commander

Hastern Sea Frontier order #0123L of Fabruary 1945 on course 239°T, standard
ansed 17 ¥nots (93 RFL); changed course at 1300 to 237°T.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 26=11H 2l=55N 23=4L0K
Long, 151014 151=-5241 153-38

o1, Fahruary 1945 (Zone A107):
Steaming infAependently from Port Chicago, Lalifornia on Cormander

Western Sea Frontier order #0123) of February 1945, Course 237¢T, standard
speed 17 knots (93 ki), 0840 sirhted island of koloxai, T.ls, bearing 170°T
distance 34 miles and at 1037 sighted Oahu, T.l., bearing 239°T, distance
arproximately 19 miles. Changed course to 190°T and at 1735 changed

-2-



Cel=l=Fa]l=Nei- -f_;_L_;
pourse to 2720T leaving Cahu, T.H., on our starboard quarter.
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25 Fahrnary 1945 (zone 10%):
Steaming independently from Port Cnicago, California on Covmandar
destern Sea Frontier order #UlZ234 of Feoruary 1945, course <63°T stanaard

speed 17 knots (93 APY),

(0]

Position 0200 1200 2000
Lat., 19-520 19=-4 L] 19=-3 1
Long., 161~L0ui 162-51 165=184

o6 Fabruary 1945 (Zone #£11):
Steamine inderendently from Port Chicago, California on Comrander
estern Jea Frontier o“uer 701234 of February 1945 on course ?h?rT, stand-
ard sneed 17 += (93 RPK), Changed course at 1250 to 258°T,

Pesition 0R00 1200 2000
Lat., 1001 1251, 13-7¢
A 14 169-L5 17207

27 Fahrvarv 1945 fa 111_}7

teaming i ='w'lr'*" from Pert Chical ifornia, on Cormander
ieatarn Haa e "-"_—'" crder .."«-1’,3-" of Februsg 1945 on course "}-r\.“.'.mj gtandard
eresd 17 Imote (93 251, Changed course af 570T and at 1200 changed
sread to 15 knots (79 271)., Crossed Internati ate inating
L ;:'I.:\\\s_w:!_"{_w:r 1‘{.'1‘.:'.. shar -‘-‘-'_f_‘. course at 2030 tc 2

Position OO0 1200 2000

e 17-LTH 17-36H 17-25!

Lonz, 175=25i 176=230 L77=10
Ta): P

v E'.aﬁ




USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

WAR DIARY

GRMERELTAL

1 March 1945 (Zone £12):

Steaming independently from Port Chicago, California on
CoWeS.F, Order 01234 of February 1945 on course 254°T, standard
speed 15 knots. Changed to zone =12 and advanced one day due to
orossing 180° meridian in the early part of the day.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat., 16-24K 16~15N 15=42N
Long. 178=408 177=52E 175=47E

2 March 1945 (Zone =-11}):
Steaming as before, changed course at 2115 to 251°T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 14=-57N L14=4 6N 14~-07K
Long. 173-12E 172-28E 170-19E

3 March 1945 (Zone =11):
Steaming as before changed course at 2000 to 247°T.

Position 0200 1200 2000
Lat. 13-135N 13-01,5N 12-22N

L March 1945 (Zone =10%):

Steaming as before., At midnight standerd speed was reduced
to 10 knots and at day bresk accelerated to 17 knots, 0722
gsighted lend bearing 275°T, distance 12 miles., 0900 entered -
channel and at 1040 anchored in berth Q5, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall
Islands,

5 March 1945 (Zone =12):

At 1345 underway in accordance with movement order #24=3
1JHB of 5 March 1945, with TU 18.2.3, CTU in U.S.S. ALLENDALE,
destination ULITHI Atoll. At 1514 set fleet course 225°T, this
ship's stetion being 12, 1000 yards astern of U.S.S. MENARD,
standard speed was set et 14 knots, ‘At 1555 changed fleet course
to 270°T, 1640 to 280°T, and at 2345 to 3250T,

Position 2000
I.at. 11’151‘1
Long. 160~10E

140961 -1-
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6 March 1945 (Zone =11}):
Steaming as before with T,U, 18.2.3.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat., 11-4L9N 11-56N 12=-15N
Long. 158=20E 157=-24E 155=19E

7 March 1945 (Zone =11):
Steaming as before with T.U, 18.2.3. At 1801 changed fleet
course to 247°T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 12=49N 12-56N 12=58N
Long. 152=3LE 151=375% 149=22E

& March 1945 (Zone -10%):
Steaming &s before with T.U. 18.2.3. At 1810 changed fleet
course to 257°T.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 11-59N 11-37N 10-56N
Long. 146-59% 146~05E 144-04LE

9 March 1945 (Zone -10):

Steaming as before with T.U., 18.,2.3. At 1300 sighted land
bearing 23897, distance 12 miles, a short time leter with orders
from CTU this convoy formed a single column for entering Ulithi
Atoll., 1455 this ship was detached from T.U, 18.2.3 by orders
of CTU., proceeding independently entered channel at 1522 and at
1615 ceme to anchor in berth 217, Ulithi Atoll, West Caroline
Islands,.

Position 0800 1200
Lat. 12=-01N 10-09N
Long. 141-1LE 140~18E

This ship's activities during stay in Ulithi Atoll were
directed by ComBervRon TEN.

10 March 1945 (Zone ~10):

At 1109 got underway to go alongside U.5.8. NORTH CAROLINA
and at 1350 moored starboard side to, Commenced discharging
cargo ammunition which was completed at 1930. Got underway and

returned to anchorage.



USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

CONFIDENTIAL ~ Habisrioons)

CONFIDENTIAL

11 March 1945 (Zone -10):

0822 Underway to go alongside U.S5.5. INDIANA and moored
starboard side to at 0913 to discharge cargo ammunition, thils
being completed at 1155, 1252 cast off and underway to go
elongside U.S.5. MASSACHUSSETTS, moored starboard side to at
1350 to discharge cargo ammunition which was completed at 1600,
At 1654 underway to go alongside U.S.5, SOUTH DAKOTA and at 1750
moored starboard side to and commenced discharging cargo ammuni-
tion completing operation at 2005, At 2014 an explosion occured
on the U,5.S. RANDOLPH anchored in the berth adjacent to the U.
S.5. SOUTH DAKOTA. The explosion was a result of a sneek Jap
air reld which had penetrated into the harbor undetected, Imm=
ediately all hands went to General Quarters and at 2024 all
lines were cast off from U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA and ship proceeded
to explosive anchorage. It was later established that the alr
raid consisted of three planes one of which landed harmlessly
in the water, another hit a mess hall on Falalop Island, and the
third made i1ts suicide dive on the U.S.S. RANDOLPH, causing
extensive fires which were brought under control in about two
hours.

12 March 1945 (Zone =-10):

Stayed at anchorage and discharged cargo ammunition to ICT's
388 and 368. During the early part of the evening there was
a Red Alert.

13 March 1945 (Zone -10):

At 1615 U.S.S. LAS VEGAS VICTORY moored along starboard
gide, 1800 underway to go alongside of U.S.S5. FOMALHAUT but due
to adverse weather conditions and the rapid approach of darkness
ship anchored in berth adjacent to U.S.S. FOVALHAUT., Received
flash blue at 2107 and all clear at 2110, .

14 March 1945 (4one -10):

At 0740 U.8.5, FOMALHAUT moored along starboard side. 0855
commended discharging cargo ammunition to FOMALHAUT, this oper-
ation being completed at 1530. 1600 U.3.5. FOMALEAUT underway
from alongside, atl639 this ship underway to go alongside U.S.S.
LAS VEGAS VICTORY and moored port side to at 1800, LCT 970 along-
gide to receive cargo ammunition.

15 March 1945 (Zdne -10):

During the morning watch completed discharging to LCT 970
and commenced discharging cargo ammunition to the LAS VEGAS,
Also discharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 680 and 786.

“3e
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COFIDENTIAL

16 Merch 1945 (Zone =10):
Continued discharging cargo ammunition to LAS VEGAS VICTORY;
also to LCT's 680, 786, and 173.

17 March 1945 (Zone -10):
Continued discharging cargo ammunition to LAS VEGAS VICTORY;
also discharged to LCT 173.

18 March 1945 (Zone =10):

At 0115 completed discharging to the LAS VEGAS VICTORY and
at 0645 underway to go alongside U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY; moored
port side to at 0955. At 1230 commenced discherging cargo
ammunition to SALT LAKE CITY and completed operation at 1920 at
which time got underway to go alongside U.S.5. PENSACOLA and
moored port side to at 1935. 2100 commenced discharging cargo
ammunition, Recelived flash Red at 1054 and all cleer at 1115.

19 March 1945 (Zone ~-10):

Early on morning watch completed discharging to the PENSACOLA
and at 0804 underway to go to anchorage. Discherged cargo ammuni-
tion to LCT's 85 and 680.

20 March 1945 (Zone -10):
0855 Underway and at 1010 moored port side to U.S.S. LAS
VEGAS VICTORY and commenced discharging cargo ammunition.

21 March 1945 (Zone =10):

1730 Completed discharging to the LAS VEGAS, at 1740 under-
way a%d at 1803 anchored. Also dischurged cargo ammunition to
ICT 368

22 March 1945 (Zone -10):

1515 Underway and at 1635 moored port side to U.S.S. NEW‘YORK.
1830 commenced discherging cargo ammunition. Also discharged to
1CT's 368 end 170, Received flash Red at 1955, ‘all clear at 2018.

23 March 1945 (Zone =10):

0430 completed discherging to the U.S.8. NEW YORK, and got
underway, et 0520 came to anchor. 0840 S.5. WALTER WILLIAMS
moored alongside to port and at 1101 commenced loading cergo
ammunition from WALTER WILLIAMS. Also during the day discharged
cargo amunition to LCI's 763 and 1070.

25 March 1945 (Zone =10):

0530 completed loading cargo ammunition from MAYFIELD
VICTORY and at 0806 the MAYFIKLD VICTORY got underway from

~y~
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CONFIDENTIAL

alongside. At 1255 underway in sccordence with movement order
with T.U., 50.,8.,6. CTU in U.S.S. MERRIMAC, At 1508 set fleet course
at 331°7, with standard speed 14.5 knots, this ship's station is
#1, the convoy being of a ciroular disposition, with the guide
U.S5.8. MERRIMAC bearing 325°T, distance 2,000 yards, Zigzagging

in accordance with plan 6, USF 10A.

26 March 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TU 50.8.,6.

Position 800 1200 2000
Lat, 13-31N 14-18N 15=41N
Long. 137-L8% 137-228 136=34LE

27 Verech 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TU 50,8.6.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 17-30N 17=L1N 18-59N
Long. 135-30E 135=178 134-588

28 March 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TU 50.8,6.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 20-55N 21=04N 23-06N
Long. 134-20E 133-59E 133-068

29 March 1945 (Zone =9):

Steaming as before with TU 50.8,6. At 0630 sighted T.G.
50,8 bearing 330°T, distance & miles, With orders from CTU this
TU joined and became part of TG 50.8, the CTG 1s in the U.S.S.
DETROIT. At 1745 took station #45, 1200 yards distence end in-
terval. Course 0309T and speed 9 knots.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 2=2011 23=59N 23=27N
Long. 132-26E . 132=-31K 132-39E

30 lMarch 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with T.G. 50.8.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 2L=55K 25=27N 25=51N
Long. 133-36E 133-55E 134~02E
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USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
WAR DIARY (Con't)

CONEIRENTIAL

31 March 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with T.G. 50.8.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 23=22N 23=52N 22-4 3N
Long. 131-528 132-53E 133-39E

commandina Ofrlcer.

Copies to:
CinCFac.,
ComServRon EIGHT.
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CONFIDENTIAL
CONHDFN AL
1 April 1945 (Zone -9):

teaming with T.G. 50,8 enroute from Ulithi Islands; CIG is in
.S.S. DE'!ROIT (CL~8). Steaming in columnar formation, this ship 030°T,
and 1200 yards from U.S.S. TAPPAHANNOCK, fleet guide being U.S.S. WINDHAM
BAY, At 1630 upon receiving orders rrom CIG, left formation and at 1845
took station 1000 yards astern of U.S.S. NESHLNIC the CIU of TU 50.15.43.
Set course 285°T and standard speed 10 knots,

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 21-55N 22~23N 23-21N
Long. 132-15E 132-34E 131-05E

2 April 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TU 50,18.43.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat., 2l=~l3N 2ly~50N 2ly~59N
Long. 128-528 128-4,5E 128-59E

3 April 1945 (Zone -9):

Steaming as before with TU 50,18.43. At 0430 received flash blue
control green and at 0633 flash white, control green. Upon receiving
orders from CITU at 0908 left formation to enter Kerama Retto, Okdnawa
Gunto and at 1106 anchored in berth K-19., 1203 flash red control green,
1255 flash whité control green, 1728 flash red control green, 1613 flash
white, control green, 1905 flash blue control yellow and at 2025 flash
white, control green

This ship's activities during stay in Kerama Retto were directed
by CTG 51.15 in U.S.S. MOUNT McKINLEY,

4 April 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. 0755 underway and at 0840 moored alongside U.S.S.
WEST VIRGINA and commenced discharging cargo ammunition, the operation being
completed at 1625. At 1705 underway and at 1736 anchored in berth K-19,
Also discharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 1371 and 900, At 0435 received
flash blue, control yellow and at 0553 flash white, control green.

5 April 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. Disgharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 900, 1276,
1,07, 466, and 1406, At 1100 flash red, control green and at 1120 flash
white control green.



USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

M@ENT[A! WAR DIRRY (Con't)

6 April 1945 (Zone -9):
Anchored as before. Discharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 1276,

%ﬂ;’?a 1406, and 900. The following flash conditions existed:
:

Hlue Red Blue White

o gy o
y 4

1228(y) 1250(g

7 April 1945 (Zone -9):
Anchored as before. Discharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 449, 1330,
and 1276. Following flash conditions:

Flash:
Blue Red Blue White
03355}' 061055
0741(g 0808(g) 0830(g
2000(g 215(g

8 April 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before., Discharged cargo ammunition to LST 735 and LCT's
{-rﬁg, 1276, 1373, and 1406, Following flash conditions:

hs

Blue Red Blue White
0323( 0355(g) 0410 gg
osshsy 0706(g
1404(g U11(g)

9 April 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. Discharged cargo ammnition to LST's 701 and
735, LCT 449. Flash Conditions:
Flashs

Blue Red Blue

White
osooEy 0545(g) 0602(3

1838(y 2035(
10 April 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before, In the forenoon discharged cargo ammunition to
LST's 735 and 701, At 1437 underway to form up with TU 51,15,18 in
accordance with order No. 091800 of 9 April 1945 of CIG 51.15. 1522 took
station 060°T, 1200 yards from the guide U.,S.5. KANKAKEE, CTU is in U.S.S.
STOCKTON, Set fleet course 017°T and fleet speed at 14 knots. At 2240
changed fleet course to 119°T. Following flash conditions:

Flash:

Blue Red BElue White
071.5( 0755(g)
]j)h(s 1 513(8)

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 25=20N
128-00E



USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
WAR DIARY 't

EEREBENTIAL

11 April 1945 (Zone ~9):

Steaming as before with T,U, 51,18.18, At 1430 with orders from
CTU left formation to take station #l4 with T.G. 50.8, took station at
1515 1200 yards astern of U.S.S. MANDERSON VICTORY, CIG and guide is the
U.S.S. DETROIT. Fleet course is 300°T and standard speed 12 knots,

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
lat, 2~03N 23=51N 2l=16N
Long, 130-15E 131-08E 130-51E

12 April 1945 (Zone -9):

Steaming as before with TG 50.8., 1304 departed from formation on
orders from CIG 50.8. At 1505 took station with TU, 50,18.7 180°T 1200
yards from U.S.S. MIDLACOMA who is fleet guide and also CTU, Set fleet
course to 155°T, standard speed 13 knots.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 244~00N 24,-21N 23~56N
Long. 132-55E 132-4494 6E 133-16E

13 April 1945 (Zone =9):
Steamin,g as before with T.Uc 50.18.7.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 20~31N 20-25N 16-19N
Long. 134-01E 134-3TE 136~02E
1 April 1945 (Zone -9):

Steaming as before with T,U, 50,18.7.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 15-35N 1L~L9N 13-02N
Long. 137-168 137=-34E8 138-20E

15 April 1945 (Zone -10)t

Steaming as before with T.U, 50,18.17. 0900 funeral services in
honor of the late President of the United States were conducted by the
Commanding Officer. 0945 sighted Mogmog Island, Ulithi Croup, bearing
198°T, distance 14 miles, At 1045 changed fleet disposition to a single
column for entering harbor. At 1100 this ship was detached from TU 50,18.7
and steamed singly to anchorage, and at 1253 anchored in berth 48, Ulithi
Harbor.

This ship's activities during stay in Ulithi Atoll will be directed
by ComServion TEN,

-3~
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16-19 April 1945 (Zone =-10):

Anchored as before. On the 17th at 1055 flash red control green and
1125 flash white control green. At 1645 on the 18th underway and at 1825
mimooredtalangi gide U.S.5. BEDFORD VICTORY, 2005 commenced discharging cargo

Olly

20 April 1945 (Zone =10):

Moored as before. At 1430 completed discharging cargo ammunition
and at 1508 U.5,S. BEDFORD VICTORY got underway at which time we anchored
in the same berth, 549, At 1707 8.S. MONROE VICTORY moored alongside.

21 April 1945 (Zone -10):

Anchored as before. At 0320 commenced loading cargo ammunition from
the S.S. MONROE VICTORY, Also during day discharged cargo ammnition to
LCT 1083,

22 Aprdl 1945 (Zone =10):
Anchored as before. Continued loading cargo ammunition from the S.S.
LMONROE VICTORY also discharged to 1CT's 1083, 838, and 1102,

23 April 1945 (Zone -10):

Anchored as before continued loading cargo ammunition from the S.S.
MONROE VICTORY, 0925 S.S. DAVID GAILLARD moored alongside and at 1110
commenced loading cargo ammunition from DAVID GILLARD, Also during day
discharged cargo ammunition to LCT's 1102 and 883,

2}, April 1945 (Zone -10):
Anchored as before. Continued loading cargo ammnition from the
S.5. MONROE VICTORY and DAVID GAILLARD,

25 April 1945 (Zone -10):

Anchored as before. Completed loading from the 8,5, MONROE VICTORY
and at 0615 she was underway from alongside. At 0705 S.S. RUTGERS VICTORY
moored alongside and at 0800 commenced loading cargo ammunition from the
RUTGERS VICTORY.

26 April 1945 (Zone =10):
Anchored as before. At 1735 completed loading from S.S. RUTGERS
VICTORY and at 1755 she cast off.

27 April 1945 (Zone -10):

Anchored as before. At 1225 completed loading from S.S. DAVID GAILLARD
and at 1245 she cast off. 1324 underway and 1450 moored alongside S.S. CHAS.
F, FINGER, 1545 commenced loading deck cargo (smoke pots) fram S.S. CHAS.

FINGER,
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28 April 1945
Moored as before. Continued loading deck cargo. At 1110 flash red,
control yellow and at 1130 flash white control green.

29 April 1945 (Zone = 10):

Moored as before. At 0l00 completed loading deck cargo from S5.S. CHAS,
F, FINGER. At 1655 underway in accordance with Port Director Ulithi Order No.
A4-3/9 of 28 April 1945 and at 1915 took station #22 in five column formetion
of T.Uo 9’#‘1—80170 CTU is in U.s.s. ANNE m, the same beins unit guj-dﬂ.
Set fleet course at 324°T and standard speed at 14 knots.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 10-=19N
Long. 139-558

30 April 1945 (Zone -10):
Steaming as before with T.U. 94.18.17.

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 12-30N 13-18N 14-52N
Imso 138"113 137-373 136"293

During period at Kerama Retto this ship transferred 1,705 tons of
anmunition to various units of the fleet.

« A, GEISSERT
mlﬂocﬂﬁrog USH-,

Commanding Officer,

Copies to:
CinCPac.
ComServion EIGHT.
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1l - 2 May 1945 (Zone -10):

Steaming with TU 94.18.17 enroute from Ilithi on course 325°T,
stendard speed 14 knots., This ship in statlon #22 of five column
formetion with 1,000 yard interval and distance. TFormation gulde
is U.S8.8. ANIE nﬂUIuJL CTU is elso in the AHUNDEL, stetion #31.

Position 0800 1200 2000
lst Ilat. 17-07K8 17=-52N 19-30N

Long. 134=43E 134-098 133-06E
2nd Lat. 22=L41 22=28N 24=0611

Long. 131=-29E 130=55E 129-40E

3 Vay 1945 (Zone =9):

Steaming as before with TU 94.18.,17. 0815 sighted
Tokashiki Shime bearing 320°T, distence 25 miles, At 0929 with
orders from CTU left formetlon to enter Kerama Retto and &t 1310

moored elongside U,.3,5. IN8W YORK in berth Kll, At 1535 commenced
discharging ammunition, the operation beling completed at 1715,
Fosition 0€00
Lat, 25=52N
Long. 127-46E
Flash Conditions:
Blue Ked Blue White
0952(g 1000[3;
1205(g 1252(¢g
1320(g) 1405(g)
1832(g) 2000(g)

L Vay 1945 (Zone =9):

Noored as before. 0541 anchored in berth X1l after U,S.8,
NEW YORK got underway. During day discharged smokepots and cargo
ammunition to various small craft.

Flagh Conditions:

Blue Red Blue ihite
0132(z) 0521(g)
osoui ; 0933(g)
0945 1015(g)
1900(g) 2056(g) 2110(g)

5 May 1945 (Zone =9):
Anchored as before., At 1510 U.8.5. CROUTER moored alongside

to receive cargo ammunition, the operation being completed and

140360 -1-
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DE 11 cast off at 1545. During day discherged smoke pots and
cargo ammunition to various smell craft.
Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0220(g) 0235(g) ouL45(g) 0448 (g)
1111(g) 1132(g)

6 May 1945 (Zone ~9):

Anchored as before. 0734 U.S.S. RICHARD L. LEARY moored
alongside and at 0740 LST 828 moored alongside to receive cargo
ammunition. At 0845 the LEARY underwsy from alongside due to
the flash red received at 08l7 and enemy aircraft appearing in
harbor. At 0853 this vessel commenced firing on enemy aircraft
and at 0855 ceased firing having expended 6 rounds from the 5"/38
and 2 rounds from the 3"/50, After flash blue at 0935 the U.S.S8.
LEARY moored alongside at 0947 to complete loading, the operation
being completed at 1338 at which time the LEARY cast off., At
1348 U,S.5. H.,L. EDWARDS moored alongside to receive ammunition,
the operation being compdeted at 1715 at which time the EDWARDS
cast off, At 1740 the U.S.S. H. WILEY moored alongside to rec-
eive ammunition, the operation being completed at 1934 at which
time the WILEY cast off. 201C U.S.S. Wm. D. PORTER alongside
to receive ammunition, the operation being completed at 2210 at
which time the PORTER cast off. At 2215 U.S.S. MABSEY moored
alongside to receive ammunition.

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0213(g) 0458(g) 0523(g
0817(g) 0935(g) 0950(e
1927(g) 1954(8
2017(g) 2055(g) 2110(g

7 May 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before., 0123 U.S.S. MASSEY completed loading
and cast off, At 0715 U.S.S. WICHITA moored alongside to
receive ammunition. At 1140 completed discherging cargo ammuni-
tion to LST 828 and at 1204 completed loading U.S.S5. WICHITA.
1209 LST 828 cast off. 1218 U.S.S. HALL moored alongside to
receive ammunition and at 1255 U.S.S. WICHITA cast off. At 1315
U.S.S8. LONGSHAW moored alongside to receive ammunition and at
1525 U.S.S. HALL underway from alongside. At 1706 U.S.S. LONG~-
SHAW completed loading and got underway. At 2102 1ST 828 came
alongside to receive cargo ammunition.

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0210(G) 0215(G) 0646(g)
1045(¢g) 1100(g)

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTTAL

8 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0630 LST 828 completed loading and
cast off from alongside. At 0752 U.S.S. NEW ORLEANS moored along-
glde to receilve ammunition the operation being completed at 1230
at which time the NEW ORLEANS cast off. At 1305 U.S.3. VAN
VALKENBURG moored alongside to receive ammunition, the operation
being completed at 1425 at which time the VAN VALKENBURG cast off.
Also, during dey, discharged cargo ammunition to LSM 199.

9 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0725 U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY moored
alongside to receive ammunition, the operation being completed at
1348 at which time SALT LAKE CITY cast off and the U.3.S. COWELL
moored alongside to receive ammunition, this operation completed
at 1445 and the CAWELL cast off.

Flash Conditions:

WAR DIARY (Con't

Blue Red Blue White
1847 (g) 2011(g)
2040(g) 2125(g)
2156(g) 2237(g) 2255(g)

10 May 1945 (Zoue =9):

Anchored as before. At 1700 1LST 737 moored alongside to
receive cargo ammunition. Also discharged cargo ammunition to
YMS 408.

Flash Conditions:

Red Blue White
0013(g) 0055(g)

0846(g) 0915(g) 0928(g)
1140(g) 1155(g) 1216(g)
1934(g) 2103(g) 2115(g)

11 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 1934 completed discharging cargo
ammunition to LST 737 at which time LST 737 cast off also dis-
charged to LSM 186.

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blgg ) White
0109 0438 \g
0717!§} 0740(g)
0844(g) 1025(g) 1050(g)

12 May 1945 (Bone =9):
Anchored as before. At 0730 U.S.S5. WICHITA moored along-

gside to receive ammunition, the operation being completed at 1332
at which time the WICHITA cast off. At 0820 U.S.S. PORTLAND
moored alongside to receive ammunition, the operation Dbeing

-3?
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completed at 1530 at which tine the U.S.S. PORTLAND cest off.
At 1605 1ST 736 moored alongside to recelve cargo ammunition.
Also discherged to LCT, 4L06.

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
1330(g) 1447(g)
1915(g) 2008(g)

13 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0740 the U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY and
at 1110 U.S.S. IEARY moored alongside to receive ammunition.
Completed loading and cast off U.S.S. LEARY at 1505 and U.S.S.
SALT LAKE CITY at 1655. At 1815 LST 735 moored alongside to
receive oargo ammunition. Also discharged to LCT 1406.

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0248(g) 0515(g)
1842(g) 2111(g) 2115(g)

14 Mey 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0635 after completing loading LST's
735 ocast off. At 0838 LST 91€ moored to discherge cargo ammuni=-
tion. At 1340 U.S.S. DEXLER moored ‘alongside to receive ammuni-
tion, the operation being completed at 1435 at which time DEXLER
cast off, At 1822 completed loading from, and cast off LST 918,
At 1850 IST 735 moored alongside to receive cargo ammunition. Also
discharged to LCT 1276,
Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0254(g) 0307(g) 0408 sg
1902(g) 1955(¢g

15 May 1945 (Zone -9):
Anchored as before. At 1735 LST 918 moored alongside to
discharge cargo ammunition. Also discharged to LCT's 1266 and

1153.

Flash Conditions:
Blue Red Blue White
1925(g) 1927(g) 2010(g) 2020(g)

16 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0720 U.S.5. ST. LOUIS moored along-
gide to recelve ammunition, the operation being completed at 1243
at which time the U.S.S. ST. LOUIS cast off. Completed discharging
to IST 735 at 1150 at which time LST cast off. At 1515 LST 999
moored alongside to receive cargo ammunition, the operation being
completed at 1920 at which time LST ocast off. At 172LLST 24
moored alongside to recelve cargo ammunition.

ol 5



USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

CEMEIRENTIAL SN )

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White
0259(g) 0303(g) 0432(g) 0435(g)
1956(g) 2055(g)
2206(3) 2222{3]
2247(g) 2331(g) 2400(g)

17 May 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. At 0650 completed discharging to and
cast off IST 24. At 1317 got underway enroute from Kerema Retto
in accordance with CTG 51.15 dispatch order #162145 of 16 May 1945,
At 1420 this ship took station with TU 51.15.35, 1000 yards astern
of U.S5.3. HAUSTANIC the unit guide. CTU in U.S.S. DEWEY, set
base course 134°T, standerd speed 14 knots. Zigzagging in accord-
ance with plan 6 USF-10A,

Position 2000

Lat. 25-°m

Long. 128-33E

Flash Conditions:

Blue Red Blue White

0016(g) 00&5{5)

0223(g) 0246(¢g
0740(g) 0820(g) 0850(g

18 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Steaming as before, with TU. 51.15. At OL45 sighted TG
50,8 and at 0625, upon receipt of orders from TU, left formation
to teke station with TG 50.8, At 0712 this ship took station
51, the guide U.S.S. ATTU bearing 198°T, distance 3,700 yards.
CTG in U.S.S. DETROIT. TFleet course 145°T, speed 10 knots.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 23=14N 22=L1N 21=5LN
Long. 130-368 130-56E 131-39E

19 = 20 May 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TG 50,.8.

POSITIONS: 0800 1200 2000
19- lat. 23~=00N 22-25N 23-00N

Long. 130~37E 130-45E 130-42E
20=- Lat. 22=52N 22=25N 23=11N

Long. 130-20E 130-12N 130-21E

21 May 1945 (Zone =9):
Steaming as before with TG 50.8. At 1057 in accordance
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with CTG 50.8 visual dispatch #202150 left formation and formed
with TU 50.18.6. Steaming in cruising disposition 351 (USF 10-A)
fleet course and axis 14097, This ship in station #ll. CTU is in
U.S.S. MONONGAHELA, fleet guide is also the MONCNGAHELA in station
21. 2Zigzegging in accordance with plan 6 USF-10A, fleet speed

13 knots.
Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 23=00N 22=42N 21=18N
Long. 136=16E 13C=11E 131=34E

22 = 24 May 1945 (Zone =9):

Steaming as before with TU 50,18.6. At 1157 on the 24th sighted
Mogmog Island, Ulithi, bearing 195°T, distance 14 miles. At 1410,
upon receipt of orders from CTU, were detached from TU and steamed
independently to anchorage, and at 1549 anchored in berth #3 Ulithi
Herbor, Caroline Islands,

Positions 0800 1200 2000
22 - lat. 19-03N 18-26N 17-05N
Long. 133-15E 133~42E 134~43E
23 - lat. 15=-05N 14-17N 12-49N
Long. 136=04E 136=33E 137=31E
2L - Lat. 10=~53N 10=21N
Long. 139-16E 139-50E

25 = 31 May 1945 (Zone =10):

Anchored as before.

At 1303 underway end at 1332 on 31 May

moored alongside U.S.S. MOUNT BAKER to receive cargo ammunition.

tons of ammunition to various units of the fleet.

During period at Kerama Retto this ship transferred 3,440.84

A. GEISSERT,
Lieut.Comdr., USN.,
Commanding Officer.

Coples to:
CinCPac
ComServRon EIGHT.



USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

GRMERENTIAL %

1-4 June 1945 (Zone =10):

Moored alongside U.S.5. MOUNT BAKER in berth 168, Ulithi Harbor,
Caroline Islands, Receiving carge ammunition from MOUNT BAKER. At.
1010 on the 2nd, S.5. RUTGERS VICTORY moored alongside to receive
cargo ammunition. At 0817 on the 3rd, the 5.5. RUTGELS VICTORY
completed loading and cast off. Completed loadin, from MOUNT BAKER
and underway at 0333 to return tw anchopage, anchored in berth 170
at 0852. On the 4th, loaded 338 sacks of mail ior transportation
to next poet. At 1727 underway enroute from Ulithi to San Pedro
Bay, P. I. in accordance with ComServion TEN order #0204l of 2 June
1945, Steaming independently. At 1935 set base course 284°T,
standard speed 16 knots. ZigZagging according to plan & USF-A1Q0A.

5-7 June 1945 (Zone =9):

Steaming as before. At 1505 cn the oth, sighted U.5.5. THCOMAS F,
NICKEL and U.S5.,5. PEIFFall bearing 268°T, distance 14 wiles. The KICKEL
reported a possible submarine contact in area amd acted as escort for
this vessel until 1800, On the 7th at 0545 sighted Suluan Island bearing
290°T, distance 18 miles, At 1256 anchored in berth 115, San Pedro Bay

P. 1.
PUSITICNS 0800 1200 2000
5th Lat. 10-32N 10-LON 10=-L4N
Long. 156-54E 135-588 123-51E
6th Lat. 10-37N 10-35K 10-27N
Long. 131-00E 130-00E 123-168
7th Lat. 10-3€N
Long. 125-50E

8-9 June 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. At 0725 on the 8th the U.5.5. FOMALHAUT
moored alongside to discharge cargo amuunition, this operation being
completed at OL4T7 on the 9th at which time the FCOMALHAUT cast off.
At 1347, on 9 June 1945, U.S.S. AMADUR moored alongside to discharge
cargo aumunition, alsc dischurged deck carge to LCT 1083.

10-15 June 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. At 0755 U.S.S5. AMADOK completed discharging
and cast off. In addition tc receiving cargo ammunition from BCL 3065,

tnis ship discharged to LCT's 758k 1427 and various LCM's during this
Pﬁriod-

142576

X,
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16-18 June 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before., Completed loading from BCL 3065. At 0623
underway and at 1018 alongside U,5.S. MASSACHUSETTES. On the 17th
at 0715 completed receiving carge ammunition from MASSACHUSETTES and
got underway, moored alongside U.5.5. GUAM at 0810 to receive and
discharge ammunition., OUn the 18th at 1832 completed operat ons and underway to
return to anchorage, at 1951 anchored in berth 115.

19-30 June 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as befere. On the 19th at 1105 the BCL 3065 and at 1855 the
U.S.S. VESUVIUS moored alongside toc discharge cargo ammunition. On the 24th
completed loading cargo amwunition from U.S.5., VESUVIUS and at 1230
the VESUVIUS cast off. On the 27th completed loading carge ammunition {rom
BCL 3065 and at 1257 the BCL cast off, During this period the ship
discharged to various small craft.

. . ]
leut.Comdr,, USN,
Commanding Officer.

Copy te:
CinCPac,
ComServRon EIGHT.
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1-13 July 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored in berth 115, San Pedre Bay, P, I. on the 6th at 2145
there was a flash red alert, secured from general quarters upon receipt
of flash white at 2158, At 1819 on the 8th moored alongside U.S5.5.
AKUTAN to transfer and receive cargo ammunition, the operation being
completed, snip returned to anchorage in berth 115 at 0812 on the 13th,

1U=18 July 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. OUn vhe 15th at 0822 moored alongside S.0.
BURLLSOUN to receive cargo amsmunition., This operation .as ccmpleted at
1724 on the 13th at which time this ship returned te anchorage, berth
5.

19-22 July 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. On the 20th at U549 moored aleongside U.S.S.
TRXAS to transfer and receive cargo awrunition. This operation was
completed at 1lo2¢ at which time this ship returned te anchorage, berth 115,

23-29 July 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored as before. On the 23rd at 100« wmoored alongside U,.S.S.
FIRHDRAIE to discharge carge awmmunition, this operation being completed at
1905. At 0638 on the 24th underway from alongside the FIREDRAKE and at
0747 moored alongside U.S5.S. MISSISSIPFI to discharge and receive cargo
ampunition, This operation was completed at 1445 at which time this
ship returned to ancherage, berth 115.

30-31 July 1945 (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. On the 30th at 0825 moored alengside U,S.S.
COLORADO to receive and discharge ammunition. The operation was
completed at 1514 at which time this ship returned to anchorage, berth
115,

During month this vessel discharged and received cargo awmunition
to various small crait.

ieut ,Comdr. ,USN,
Commanding Officer.
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U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
WAR DIARY

(INFEINENITIAL

C=O-N=F=I=D-E-N-T-I-A-L
1 = 31 August 1945 (Zone -9):

Anchored in berth 115 San Pedre Bay, P. I. On the 4th at 0718
the S. S. TWIN FALLS VICTORY moored alengside and carge ammunition
loading operations commenced at once, These operations were completed
at 1230 on the 20th and at 1527 on the 2lst the TWIN FALLS cast off.
During month carge ammunition was discharged to, and received from,
numerous small craft. Leading operations during this month were
intended to provide logistic support for assignment with the SEVENTH

; Fleet.
S Al
(/{{ A. GEISSERT,
eut,.Comdr,, USN,
Commanding Officer.
Copy to:
CinCPac.
ComservPac,
140810
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1 - 25 September 1945, (Zone =9):

anchored in bverth 115, San Pedro 3ay, F.I. At 073g on the
2nd the 5.5. LINFIELD VICTOIY moored along starboard side, and trans-
fer operations of cargo ammunition were commenced. At 2125 on the
11th ccmpleted transfer operations with 5.5, LIOTIELD VICTOXY. On
the 12th at C645 the S.5. LINFILLD VICTORY underway from alongside.
at 0725 the 5.5. TUSIEGEE VICTOLY moored along starboard sice and
transfer operation of carge ammunition were commenced., On the 16th
completed transfer operations at 0235 and at 0636 the 3.5. TUSILGLE
VICTORY got underway frow alongside. On the 25th at 1306 underway
to run degaussing range, returned to anchorege at 1414, Rums
satisfactory.

26 = 30 September (Zone =9):

Anchored as before. 0934 got underway for the Island of
Okinewa, in the Ryukyu Letto CGroup, in accordurce with Port
Director movement order lo. Havy #3964, ¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Frencisco of 20 September 1945 in cowpany with S.5. CROWE
RESTER, convoy designetion 1¢% 37. Convoy Commodore Lieutenant
Commender F. A, GEISSERT, in U.S.3, BUCYRUS VICTORY. Standard
speed 10 &nots, S.0. CRON RERTER 800 yards astern of U.S.S5.
BUCYRUS VICTORY. A&t 19C5 set course to 0070T., On the 29th upon
reﬂelnt of typhoon warnings indication the proximity of the storm
to our course, changed course to 230°T at 0900, 27007 gt 1020 and
230°T at 2030. UJod recelpt of subsequent typloon warnings changed
course to 200°T at midnight and to 180°T at O 300 on the 29th.
On 30 Sentember encountered typhoon weather with wlnds up to force
16 and very high seas. The typhoon moving in a westerly direction
wes for the most part avoided by our course of iue qoutd. Cnly
damege suffered was loss of our starboard accormedation ledder,
carried awey by high seas., In the evening of th S&AE day the wind
and see abated and it was apparent thet we had cleared the path of
the typhoon.

R

POSITION 0800 1200 2000
26 Lat. 10=-45K 10-450
Long. 125=-21% 126-14E
27 Lat. 12=-570 13-45K 15-07I
Long. 126-268 126-36L 126-41E
28 Lat. 17-161 17=59K 19-19N
Long. 126=-5LE 126-592 127-03Z
29 Lat. 20=2411 19-56K 19-01N
Long. 126-53%5 126-128 126-033
30 Lat, 18-51N 18=-28N 17=-478
Long. 124-10Z% 124-108 24=110
148000
cc: CinCPFac, LRT, Lieut.Comdr.,USN
ComServPac, Commanding Officer,




USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
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1 October Steaming in company with S.S. CROWN REEFER enroute from
San Pedro Bay, P. I. to Buckner Bay, Okinawa. Convoy
designation is 10K 37, speed 9 knots., Commanding Officer
this vessel is convoy commodore, Position of S.S. CROWN
REEFER is 800 yards astern of this vessel. Present course
of 180°T represents evasive action taken to avoid typhoon.
At 0655 a casualty ooccured to master gyro course un-
determined., Secured master gyro and instructed S. S.
CROWN REEFER to take lead. This ship now in station 800
yards astern of S.S5. CROWN REEFER. Changed course at
1003 to 070°T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 13=33N 16=-26.5 N 16.56 N
Long. 124-26E 124=-57E 126-18E

2 October Steaming as before speed 10 knots, At 0008 changed
course to 007°T,

Position 0800 1200 2000

Lat. 18-24 N 19-22 N 20-47 N
Long. 127=09 E 127=-09 E 127=34 E
3 October Steaming as before. Reduced speed at 2358 to 5 knots.
Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 22=55 N 23=-32 N =42 N
Long. 127-52 B 127-09 B 127=-55 E

L October Steaming as before. 0610 commenced steering various
courses and speeds prior to entering. Detached S.S.
CROWN REEFER from convoy l1l0K37 at 1000, 1015 entered
channel to Buckner Bay, Okinawa. Anchored at 1243 in
berth B=95 in fathoms of water, samd bottom with 75
fathoms of chain to the port anchor and veered to 105

fethoms at 1325.
5 October Changed anchorage to Berth B-82 and veered to 90 fathoms,
6,7 October Anchored as before.
8 October Made all preparetions for heavy weather on receipt of
typhoon warning. At 1027 shifted berths to B-75 to

provide more sea room for expected typhoon. Veered
to 105 fathoms to the starboard anchor.

152103

.
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9 October

10 October

1l October
12-18 October

19 October

Barometer dropping rapidly, wind and sea rising. At
0445, verred starboard anchor 115 fathoms and dropped
port anchor veering it to 30 fathoms at waters edge.
0620 commenced steaming to anchor to ease strain on
chain, both boilers on the line. During 0800-1200
watch typhoons reached its maximum force; winds were
reported up to 135 knots, seas were very high and
visibility none to poor., Storm gradually abated during
afternoon and evening., Barometer rising.

Anchored as before, wind force reducing. At 0135
discontinued use of engines. Position determined during
day revealed that ship has dragged approximately 500
yards during storm.

Returned to Berth B-82 and veered to 90 fathoms.
Anchored as before.

Underway to go alongside U.S.S. ABATAN to procure fresh
water and returned to anchorage in Berth B-82,

20~-31 October Anchored as before, Awalting orders.

Copy to:

Liout Comdr,, UBH,
Commanding Officer.

CinCPac.
ComServPac.
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1 November Anchoped in berth B82 in Buckner Bay, Okinawa, in 13 fathoms of
water with 90 fathoms of chain to the port anchor, mud and seoft
shell bottom.

2-13 November Anchored as before.

14 Nevember Anchored as before. 0845 Weighed and housed port anchor. Released
starboard anchor. Anchored in Buckner Bay, Okinawa , in 15 fathoms
of water, md and soft shell bottom, with 90 fathoms of chain te
the starboard anchor.

15-16 November Anchored as before.

17 November Anchored as before. 0755 Underway, proceding on varieus courses
and speeds conforming to channel leaving harbor. 0913 With SigSta
H=1, Tsuken Shima abeam to port 2 miles distant, took departure
from Buckner Bay, Okinawa, in accordance with orders dated 16
November 1945. Set course 087(1&;:?:) speed 14.5 kmots (85rpm)
0952 Changed course to 168 (t&pge) 167 (psc) 168 (pste) 1345
Changed course to 110(t&pge) 113 (psc) 114 (pste). Changed speed
to 15 knots (90rpm)

Pesition 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 26-18N 25-L7 N 2l~28 N
Leng. 128-00 E 128-39 E 128-54 B

18 November Steaming as before. 0100 Changed course to 092 (t&pge) 095 (psc)
099 (pstc). 1522 Sighted ship bearing 085 (t) 7 miles distant on
epposite and parallel course, Ship identified as U.,S. Army high
octane gasoline tanker.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Late 213 N 2p09-0L N  2p=OLe5 N
Long. 132-31 E 133-33 E 135-21 E

19 November Steaming as before. 1010 Changed ceurse to 107 (t) 109 (pge) 112
(pste) 108 (psc) 1300 Cenducted the following emergency drills:
fire and abandon ship, 1400 Secured from all drills,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Late 23-53 N 23=l2 N 23-13 N
Longe 138-24E 139-23 E 1 0-58 B

20 November Steaming as before, 0212 Ship sighted bearing 135 (t) 7 miles
distant (apprax). 0915 Changed course to 052 (t) 050 (psc) 060 (pste)
to comply with Port Director,Okinawa dispatch #190428 ef November
1945 changing destinatien of this vessel from Eniwetek, M.I. te
Seattle, Washingten, USA. 0930 Changed speed to 12.5 knots (85rpm).



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

WAR DIARY (CONT) November 1945
CONPIDBrieteIobel,
20 November  Position 0800 1200 2000
. (cont) Lat. 22-19-10N 22-39N 2341 N
Long. 1U3=-46 E L2l E 145-50 E
21 Nevember as before. 0816 Sighted ship hull dewn bearing 359 (r)

22 November

23 November

25, November

25 November

26 November

27 November
(-12)

0854 Identified ship as USS Legan (A*P 196).

Poaition 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 25~19 N 25=45 N 26=43 N
Long. 1U$-02 E UB-43 E 150-10 E
Steaming as before,

Pesition 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 28=11 N 28-42 N 29=27 N
Longe 152-29 B 153-15 E 15429 E
Steaming as before,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 30-51 N 31«12 N 31=54 N
Leng. 156-57 E 157=37 E 158-52 E
Steaming as before.

Position 0800 1200 2000
lat, 33-23 N 33=52 N 34~43 N
Leng. 161«25 E 16219 E 163=54 B

0000 Changed course te 059 (t) 058 (pge) 059 (psc) 061 (pstc) 0100
Wind and seas increased to gale proportions, 2000 Changed course

to 066 (t) 065 (pge) 065 (psc) 068 (pste)

Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 35-51 N 36-34 N 37-30 N
Long. 166-11 E  167-27E 16835 B

Steaming as before.

Position 0800 1200 2000
lat, 38-23 N 38-45 N 39=19 N
Long. 17-12 E 172-11 B 173-39 B

Steaming as before.1118 Reduced speed to 6 knots (48rpm) 1142
Stopped all engines to replace packing on shaft. 1402 Tested main
engines. 1442 Steaming, speed 7.4 knots (50rpm). 1500 Changed speed
to 945 knots (60rpm). 1511 Changed speed to 11 knots (70 rpm).

1529 Changed speed to 11.5 knots (75rpm)



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

JAR. DIARY (CONT) November 1945
- - I- -

2% November  Position 0800 1200 2000

(-12 cont) Late 40-20 N LO-L1 N 4O=57 N
Lenge 176-06 & 177-12 E 17804 E

27 November Steaming as before., 0600 Changed course to 069 (t) 068 (pge) 062
(psc) 066 (pstc)s 1135 Changed speed to 12 knots (80rpm).
Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat L1-52 N 4,208 N L3=L45 N
Long 17910 W 178<12 W 176=10 W

28 November Steaming as before, 2100 Changed course to 075 (t) (pge) 064 (psc)
069 (pste)
Position 0800 1200 2000
Late L3=39 N L4=00 N L4~30 N
Longe 173-05 W 17=57 W 170-04 W

29 November Steaming as before.
Poaition 0800 1200 2000
lat, L5=10 N 45=23 N L5=49 N
Lomge 166-40 W 165-33 W 163-12 W

30 November Steaming as before. 0700 Changed course to 082 (t&pge) 066 (psc)
070 (pste) 2040 Sighted ship bearing 320 (t) on a parallel course,
2050 Identified ship as USS Haskell (APA 117)
Position 0800 1200 2000
late L6~24 N L6=16 N L6=18 N
Leong. 159-43 W 158-31 W 156=34 W

7 Fo A» GEISSERT,
Lieut ,Comdr,, USN,
Commanding Officer.
Copy to:
CinCPace

ComServPac,



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY Deceuber 1945
C=O=N-F-I-D=L-N-T=I=A=L~-
1 December Steaming on course 083 (t) 082 (pge) 065 (psc) U9 (pstc). Stand-

ard speed 12 knots (80 rpm). Snroute from Buckner Bay, Ukinawa,
to Seattle, Washingten, with eargo ammo, 1312 Commenced sounding

23 . whistle, visibility 250 yards in snow syuall, 1322 Secured whistle,
JAN 1940, 3Position 0800 1200 2000
Arz-1 (AL, Lat. L6=37 K Lo=4O N Lb=lsly N
; ' Long. 152=57 i 151-58 W 149-49 W
ll)}é&ecgmbllerjdj:&tﬂamﬁlg as before.
" 74.4 Position 0800 1200 2000
o No ondd Lat, L6=50 N L6-53 N 47-00 N
Long. 145-59 W LLL-50 W 14252 W
§ Uecember Steaming as before. 1030 Changed course to 095 (t) 093 (pge) 075
(pse) 071 (pste).
FPosition 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 47-17 B L7=19 N L7-11 N
Long. 139-13 W 137-54 W 135-24 W
§ December Steaning as before. 1300 Changed course to Oo4 (t) 062 (pge) 043
(pse) 047 (pstc).
Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat, L6=-52 i L6~-54 I L7-21 N
Long. 131-36 130-26 ¥ 128-30 W
5 December Steaming as before, 0748 Sighted land off both bows. U802 Changed

course to 077 (t) 075 (pge) 054 (pse) 057 (pste). 1015 Sighted
Juan de Fuca Lightship bearing 020 (t) 1000 yards distant.
Froceeding through Straits of Juan ae Fuca at various courses and
speeds, 1605 Received I.J. Kelly aboard as pilot, proceeding to
enter Fort Angeles Harbor, 1622 Anchored in Port Angeles Harbor
with 45 fathoms of chain to the port anchor in 12 fathoms of water
soft mud bottom on the following true bearings: Ediz Point Light
327; Taller stack west end 279; stack at Pier 2206, 1700 br, Janes

L. licFadden, surgeon U.,S, Public Health Service, quaranteen Cfficer
came aboard.

Fosition Lat, Longe
0800 LB=-18 N 125«48 i
6 Uecember Anchored as before. U757 Underway with pilct at the conn, Captain

and navigator on the bridge, proceeding at various courses and
speeds conforuding to channel, proceeding to Fort Discovery
Anchorages 1113 Anchored in berth L in Fort Uiscovery Anchorage,

Fuget Sound, Washington, U.S5.A., in 29 fathous of water, mud
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0 Lecamber

7-16 December
16 December
17 Lecember

18-31 December

Copy to:
CinCrac

botbom, with 90U fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor cn the
fellowing true bearings: Cape George Light U27.5; Bn. Beckett Point
104.5; Bn. Carr Point.183.5; En. biamond reint 317. 1250 Filot P.J.
Kelly left ship,

Anchored as before,

Anchored as before, 2020 Secured master gyro

Anchored as before. 1715 Veered starboard chain to 105 fzathous.

Anchored as before,

ﬂ’?'-
{

. T. A, GEISSERT
" Lieut. Condr. ,Usk
Commanding Officer

ComServFPac



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
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C=0=N=F=I-D-E-N-T~I-A-L

Fram: The Commanding Ofticer.
To: The Commander in Chiet, U. S. Fleet,
Readiness Division).

Vias {E'LE' Commander Task (poup 51,15,
Subject: Anti-Aircratt Action Report - Forwarding ol.

Reterence; (a) PacFlt Conr. Ltr. 1CL-45 dated L January 1945.

Enclosure: /6) CO, USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234) Anti-Aireraft
Action Report.

1. In compliance with reterence (a), enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewith.
2. Enclosure (A) covers the anti-aircratt action particapated

in by this vessel on 6 May 1945 while discharging ammunition at anchor at
Kerama Retto.

F. A. GEISSERT

Copies to:
;Ah (Readiness Division)(Direct).
CTG 51415,

CTF 5L,

ComFIFTHF1t .

CinCPac ( 3 copies Direct).
ComServion 8 (Direct).

123338



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

maup(n)w UpSe3s BUCTHUS VICTORY (AK-234).

oo Tee QOSIL Date 6 Jay Jois

- Surprise attack (Yos e fo) ___Jio_ fay or Mgt _Day
Method ploiing jlese wp (Madar, Wnooulars, naled eye) JNuwdeye
ange plane wns ploked up (50,30,10, less than 5 miles) lgag thep 5 illee
Total musber of planes cbewrved __ 2 Tyre 2 Jouy 1 Val, |
Number of planes attaciing om sbdp _ _Nepe Twve
Buber of planes takmn wider fire by am ship 1 ,

(a) Of those attoaling o abdp __Jope Ty _
(b) others One e Val =
7«  Speed and altitude of arproach in knots and fect 150 inota 3000 foet
Nusber of guns firing by ealiber Ong (1) 5%/ snd Grp (0 37/
Ammnition expendsd by caliber and type _7 pousds 5°/38 MC and 2 rounds
TR,

Parcent service allownco expended 28

lothod of contrel __gonl . Uethod of spotting __ Dettery Oflcer.
Hothod of ranging Inibery Offiger Yethed of Mirlng Jocad
Approximate tine-traciing to first ahot 1 slnde ey
\pproxizate time of firet Mte ___Unimoem o i%
MWMMM‘MM__L“_____
Approximate positien sngle epen five W dosees
Appracciaate pocition angle coane fire S decwes

v

. r

.

F P

FEFEF

-
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f_' h M S.'S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
CoOlibe P L D e Lo,

17, Apprexinate bearing firet shot __ _ 24007

Approxisate renge firet shot 7000 yapde Altitude of plane 3000 feet
Approximate sdndman range alreraft approachod _ 5000 yards
Altitude 700 foob
Approximate range last shot 5000 yards  Altitude of plane _700 feet
Approximate altitude of boub realease _lione relsaged Sise of bomb__
Approximate range torpedo release long _  Sise of Torpedo
Buzber of hite on shdp by basbe _Namg __ tW torpodoos NONE ____ Vas
ship strafed o » Sise gun
Nusber near bond misees damaging shdp _____ HNong
The Val taken under fire by this vessel wne shot domn, Since all the
shipe in the area were firing at this plane, it is not lmown which ship
shot it down,
1. Best egtimate of sise gun or gune responsible for cach "Jure
Seolaragragh 30
28, Performance of swamition (excellent, good, bad, poor) Jimellamt
29, Vhat fallures in material ocourred in this action __ Neme

AMttacidng planse appoared off ship's port quarter. Jun was on the
starboard beam, Vessel was at anchor, and therefore did not mensuver,
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Cormanding Of ficer,
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From: The Commanding Officer.,

To: The Cormander in Chief, U, S. PFieet.
Via: The Commander Task Group 51l.15.
Subject: Action Report - forwarding of.,

Reference: (a) PacFlt Conf, Ltr, 1CL-45 dated 1 January 1945.

Enclosure: ‘_,(ﬂ(f CO, USS BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234) Action Report.

e In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewith,
Lo Enclosure (A) covers the action participated in by this vessel

on 6 May 1945 while discharging ammunition at anchor at Kerama Retto,

F. A. GEISSERT

Copy to:
CTG 51.15
CTF 51.
ComFIFTH Fleet.
CinCPac ( 3 copies Direct).
ComServRon & (Direct

/—GnmInCh (Direct).

@ 123334



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
C=0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

ACTION REPORT

Part I Brief Summary,

On 6 May 1945 from 0817 I to 0855 I the ships anchored at Kerama
Retto were attacked by two enemy aircraft. The first of these attacking
planes suicided on a seaplane tender. The second plamne, after being fired
on by this vessel and many other ships, crashed harmlessly,

Part II Preliminaries,

A. Operating with TG 51.15. Next higher operational command is
TF 51.

B. Reporting unit was engaged in discharging ammunition to vessels
of the fleet,

C. No comment.

D. Numerous vessels were at anchor in Kerama Retto. This vessel was
anchored in Berth K-11, The U.S.S. LEARY (DD-664) was tied up along
our port side and U.S.S5. LST 828 along the starboard side. We were
discharging ammunition to both these vessels,

E, Two enemy planes attacked the ships in Kerama Retto. One was a Val
and the other a Tony.

Part III Chronological account of the action including action by own
Airceraft,

The wind was NE, force 1. There was nc noticeable swell., Visibility
was 8.

At 0817 I received "Flash Red" from SOPA, and went to General ‘uarters.
At 0843 I,observed anti-aircraft bursts at 280°T, sighted one Tony along
that bearing, At 0845 I, U.S.S5. LEARY (DD-664) got underway from alongside.
The Tony observed at 280°T continued to approach the anchorage under heavy
AA fire and at about 0847 I the Tony made a suicide landing on one of the
seaplane tenders anchored in the vicinity of Berth V-110, This plane was
not taken under fire by this vessel due to friendly vessels in the line of
fire.

At 0852 I, anti-aircraft fire was seen bearing 240°T, and a Val was
sighted on this bearing, distance about 7000 yards. Ve opened fire on
this plane with the 3"/50 and 5"/38 guns, at 0853 I, and we ceased fire at
0845 I, when the plane disappearred behind Hokaji Shima, Information later

received from SOPA indicated that this plane crashed in the water behind

Hokaji Shima,
1 6 Quuo



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
C=0=Nw F=T=DmFmll= T I-A-L

ACTION REPORT

Part IV Ordnance.
A1l Ordnance material performed satisfactorily.
1. (a) 7 rounds 5"/38 AAC and 2 rounds 3"/50 VT,
(b) Local control was used, there being no radar or director
on board this vessel,
(¢) So many ships were firirg at this plane that it is impossible
to estinate the effectiveness of this vessel's fire.
(B) None observed.
Part V Damage.

No damage was sustained by this vessel, The damage to the Seaplane
Tender from the suicide plane is unknown to this command,

Part VI Special Commants and Information,

No Corment.
Part VII Personnel performance and casualties,

Performance satisfactory, there were no casualties,
Part VIII Lessons learned, conclusions, and recormendations.

No Comment.

A, GEISSERT
Lieut Condr. , USN,

Cormanding Oi‘ficer.

6 Quys

Enclosure (A) to CO, USS BUCYRUS VICTORY
Ltr, AXK=234/A3-1 Serial _ 026

Dated _ ¥ & WAV 1945



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
AK-23L4/A12 g “Harw
256 i
et : Sat1 8 6 nrT 16 1945
From: The Commanding Officer, ReCElver
Tos The Secretary of the Navy, Navy Departmery
Seey's Office  «ron Dly,
Sub ject: Ship's Story = forwarding of., l '
Reference: (a) ALPAC Number 202,
Enclosure: (A) Ship's History of U.S.S. BUCYRUS VICTCRY (AK-234)
| R
“@M 1. In accordance with reference (a) enclesure (4) is
forwarded herewith, 9»“Lmk”i**“£¢ .
Y <
i '-‘“-ﬂ%(’ ¢
9 Nov o

Copy to:
CinCPac, Pearl

156276



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

SHIP'S HISTORY
U.S.S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK=234)

In less than a year in commission, the U,5.S., BUCYRUS VICTCRY has
seen her share of action and has been commended for the part she played
in the victory over Japan,.

The ship was placed in full commission in the United States Navy
on 29 November 1944, At a brief ceremony in the Richmond, California
yard of the Permanente Metals Corporation where the ship was built,
Lieutenant Commander Lester F, GOODMAN (8), U, S. Naval Reserve, a
representative of the Commandant of the 12th Naval District, eccepted
the ship for the Navy and delivered it to Lieutenant Commander Felix
A. GEISSERT, U, S. Navy who assumed his duties as commanding officer.

The vessel was one of ten Victory Ships which the Navy acquired
from the United States llaritime Commission on a loan basis., Assigned the
designations AK-227-236, the ships were accepted on an "As-is" basis,
no conversions being authorized and complement being limited by existing
berthing and messing facilities, They were to be used for urgently needed
transportation of amunition to forward areas of the Pacifie,

After provisicning and fitting out in the San Francisco Bay area,
the BUCYRUS VICTCRY was ordered to San Pedro, California, for a "shake
down", The scheduled exercises were cut to eight days, after which the
BUCYRUS was sailed to Port Hueneme, California, for a general cargo load
to be transported to Pearl Harbor,

After discharging her cargo, the PUCYRUS VICTORY participated in
an experiment in the vicinity of Cahu, T, H. which was designed to
determine the practicability of transferring ammunition between units of
the Fleet Train and heavy combatant units while underway at sea. The
experimental operation was directed by Commander Service Squadron EIGHT
and took place on 9 January 1945. Ammunition was passed back and forth
between the BUCYRUS VICTCRY and the U,S.S, TEXAS (BB-35), and the
experiment was deemed a success,

The BUCYRUS was now ordered to San Francisco, and thence to Port
Chicago, California, for a lcad of ammunition, She sailed from Port
Chicago on 18 February 1945 and, after a solitary and uneventful voyage
of 13 days, reached Eniwetok in the llarshall Islands, From there the
BUCYRUS proceeded in convoy to Ulithi in the Western Carolines, which she
reached 8 March 1945,

Under the operational control of Commander Service Squadron TEN,
the BUCYRUS VICTCRY was assigned the duty of rearming combatant units of
the powerful fleets assembled at Ulithi in preparation for the assualt on
Okinawa, The vessel had a part to play at the scene of that operation
and on the completion oi her original assignment was reloaded for that

purpose,
ST



U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)
SHIP'S HISTORY (CON'T)

On 24 March she sailed with a task unit ordered to join Task Group 50.8
which was steaming about in an area twenty-four hours distant from the
selected Okinawa landing beach,

On 1 April 1945, L Day on Okinawa, the BUCYRUS received a call from
Commander Task Force 51, in charge of the operation, to proceed to Kerama
Retto anchorage, just west of the beleagured island . She arrived there
3 April, and for the next seven da s was engaged in the task of getting
the powder and shells out of her holds and into the battleships, cruisers,
and destroyers which were bombarding the Japanese defenses. This work
was hampered and socmetimes halted by frequent air alerts and occasional
attacks on the important logistics anchorage.

The BUCYRUS was ordered out of Kerama Rette on 1l April and directed
to rejoin Task Croup 50,8 from which she was detached after a few days
with a task unit bound for Ulithi, In that busy anchorage she was again
reloaded and prepared for a return visit to Kerama Retto., On this occasion
she carried, in addition to her ammunition, a deck load of smoke pots
and floats which were in great demand in the Okinawa area, She steamed
directly to Kerama Retto, making the run in four days and arriving on
3 May. She remained in the logistics anchorage fourteen days, transferring
ammunition under condition similar too, but even more hampering and
dangerous than those of the former stay. Cn 17 May she was ordered to
rejoin Task Group 50,8 and, once more, after a few days with the graup,
returned in cocnvoy to Ulithi,

The BUCYRUS sailed from Ulithi on 4 June 1945 for Leyte, Philippine
Islands, On arrival she was assigned an anchorage in San Pedro Bay and was
used for a time for the receipt and stowage of ammunition., Later she was
loaded in preparation for further operations which were being readied at
the time the Japanese sued for peace., Following the surrender, her load
was shifted and altered to fit the requirements of 7th Fleet vessels
engaged in occupation operations, On 26 September, she sailed from Leyte
and after weathering a typhoon arrived at Buckner Bay, Okinawa on 4
October 1945.

The dangers and the glories which the crew and the officers of the
BUCYRUS VICTORY tasted were part and parcel of these operations, The ship
was in Ulithi on 11 March 1945 when three Japanese suicide planes slipped
into the anchorage and damaged a heavy carrier, Not only was she there but
she was moored alongside a battleship which was in the berth next the
stricken carrier., The BUCYRUS had to cast off in the blackout darkness and
make her way as best she could out of the way of the fighting ship and of
a possible shower of sparks or shells from the burning vessel. During each
of her visits to Kerama Retto the BUCYRUS' officers and crew saw ships hit
in the anchorage by Kamikaze planes. And several times, the bomb-and-
powder-loaded BUCYRUS was in the midst of heavy AA fire directed at attacking

planes,
.
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U. S. S. BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK-234)

SHIP'S HISTORY (CON'T)

Her commendation came from Admiral I, N, KILAND, Commander
Amphibious Group Seven and S.0.P.A., Kerama Retto. In a letter of
commendation to Captain GEISSERT, Admiral KILAND stated as follows:

"I wish to express my appreciation for the excellent services you
and those serving under you performed while furnishing logistics at
Kerama Retto in support of the operations at QOkinawa Gunto. Under
trying and difficult circumstances you performed your duty in an
outstanding manner and the results of your efforts contributed
materially to the sucess of the operations., The proficiency, skill,
and initiative displayed, and the high degree of cooperation shown
by yourself, the officers, and men of the BUCYRUS VICTORY were a
source of great satisfaction to me as S.0,P,A, (Senior Officer
Present Afloat),"

Enclosure (1) tc

U.S.S. BUCYRUS VICTCRY (AK-23L)
Ltr., Serial 25! Date 80T 1 8 1945
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