PART I
Remarks by Commanding Officer

mmsm,mm&.mmmma,nrﬂnmm-m
of USS MARE., I have been priviliged to command USS MARK for just over
one year nows Ttve had a f4ne crew every mile of the way. Together we
have visited five countries and steamed thousands of miles. But most im-
portant, we carried over nine thousand measurement tons of cargo in a
canbat sone. Thie was MARK's miselon. .

m.mlmwﬂ.uﬂpﬂem;fmmﬂmﬂr,mmnﬁs
MAFK who today becomes a member of the Chinese Navy.

Under the capable leadsrship of her new Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Gmmmﬂﬂ,lum-that}!mmlﬂitMWﬂmcmﬁnr.
just as she has the United States Navy, for many years to come., As we
dnplrb,wnuvﬂlmmharthahnsﬁtautynfthaﬁhmmﬂlml
who made cur stay here most memorable.

I wish every creumember continued success in his future endeavors.

And, finally, I wish Captain PENG the traditional "fair wind and
following seas®,

PART II

USS MARK (AKL-12)
Decomissioning Directive
Fran: Commender Service Force, U. 5. Pacific Fleet
Subj: Lease of USS MARK (AKL-12) to the Chinese Navy

The Secretary of the Navy has approved the lease of USS HARK (AKL<12)
to the Chinese Navy in Taiwan on 1 July 1971.

The Cosmanding Officer is hereby directed to decommission USS MARK
(AXL=12) immediately prior to turning the ship over to the Chinese
Navy on 1 July 1971,



PART TII
Commanding Officerts Orders

From: Chief of Naval Parsonnel
Tos 1T William B, ROBINSON JR., United States Navy

Subj: Change of Station Orders
when directed about 1 July 1971, detached upon decammissioning of
USS MARK (AKL-12). Proceed and report to Commander in Chief, U. S.
Atlantic Fieot at Norfolk, Virginis, for temporary duty. Upon
completion of temporary duty proceed to Commander, United States
Naval Support Activity, Naples, Italy, for duty.

Signeds

D. H. J0INN
Vice Admizal
United States Navy



HISTORY OF THL USS MARL (AKL-12)

The USS MALK (AXL-12) was bullt by the Avondale Shipyard, Avendale, Lonisians
in 1943 for the U, 5. ARNY. She saw action im WWII, remdering hor services
of resupply Lo variocus units engaged in the Pacific Islend Campaigns.

After the war, MARK remained in the Phildppine Tslands area as an Army
logistie support wessel until 1950 when she was turnmed over to tho Navy and
re-designated an AKL and placed in commissioned service.

During the period fram 1956 to 1965, AKL-12 was placed "Oui of Cammission-

Tn Service® and was used to shuitle supplies and passengers between Subic DBay
and Sangly Point, Philippines. In November 1965, MARK, the cnly AKL in its
class, was placed back into commission and shifted ite area of operations from
the Philippines to Vietnam.

Upan arrdival in Vietnam MARD immediately demomsirated her ability to meet and
carry out her comdtments in providing food, spare parts, ordnapce and ammni-
tion to the far flung fleld activities of the United States Haval Forces,
Vistnam.

As 2 result of sounding and boitom surveys conducted in the Dinh River by

MARK, a 1950 survey by the French Uovernment was erified and the decision

was made to establish = naval base on this river at Cat Lo for the maintenance
of River Patrol Boats (PER'a) and United States Coast Guard Patrol Craft(WPE's).
Similarly, MAIK conducted the survey of the Dong Nai River, providing the feasi=
bility of using the anchorage of Cat Lai, near Saigen, for deep draft ammuni tdon
ships. ]

Tn July 1964 NARK stood out of ths mouth of the Mekong Delta's Bassac River,
thereby succesafully navigating through uncharted waters previously considered
mo treacherous that the Mekong-Basssc pilot's association had not piloted a
ship “hrough this area since 1951. This survey by MARK and ths opening of the
Rassae River to ship travel ensbled considerabls steaming time to be saved in
the area of logistie resupply. At the same time it enabled the Navy to estab-
1ish additionsl bases throughout the lMekong Delta while guaranteeing the ability
of MARK and similiar ships to resupply them. MALK'e resupply Lrips were not
Jimited just to the rivers of the Mekong Delta. In addition, MARK carried

her logistic eupport to Navel Coastal Installations on the Gulf eof Thailand
gside of Scuth Vietnam. For her significant accoemplisiments in a mmltitude

of areas MALK received a letter of commendsation from the Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces, Vieinam in Novenber 1966. 3

As @ part of the U,S. Neval Support Activity, Saigon from 16 March 1966 to

Eif MAR ?I}‘JW, MADK was swsrded the Navy Unit Commendation for her signifi-

¥ i

cant contribution to ths overall excellence and achievement of the U.S. Naval
Support Activity, Salgon. :

Tn the sxeeution of her resupply mission MAPK freguently cams under attack by
fire from the Viet Cong. MARK received her Purple Heart on 29 February 1965
when on & resupply mission on the Mskong River, she susiained a Viet Cong
rocket hit amidships, woundin; twelve personnel, none critlcally.



From 1 Jamary 1968 to 1 July 1970 I'APK hes steamed through 80,000 miles of
rivers sand coastal waiers of the Mekong River Delia while delivering over

21,230,000 pounds of vital cargo, including ammmition, to United States and
Allied Naval Bases.
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