Report of Action to Commander South Pacific Force concerning the sinking of USS Kanawha (AO-1) on 7 April 1943
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% an 8ebLon % ook place’at about 1526 LOT,°7 April 1943 betweea the U.8, %X oy
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" . Duriag $he jroseeding seven days the U,0,8. mm hm-war%
' based'stPulagi and was engaged in' fueling various units of the V,s, Jleet and i\
+ furnishingelogistic support to the shore based activities, Enemy airozaft mctie.
vities bhad imoreased during this pericd, information was regeived by dgspatoh of
‘a aonteaplated large seale enemy air atteck which would oocour at about 0800 LOT, .
_on 8 April 1543, Ab aboub 1230 LOT en 7 April.194) a despatoh was resaived -lll.-
muthn a large flight of enemy planes had left mm-muh-uu
J.'I.m dondition,  The'U,8.8, KANAWHA immediately assumed-eendition’) and stayed
4n ‘that eondition uatil A315 LOT-ab whiel $ime the port vonditiou of resdiness ,‘_.
el um_.hunu ‘the period in whioh the ship was in condition I @ despaten ‘“**'.
Awas redeived ordering all vessels of Task Foxce 32 and it is believed Task Unit -
.ssﬂ.iie retire imuediately from the Guadaloanal Tulagi area. At abowt 1345 LOP . ° 'y
‘‘m despateh was received dixeoting the U,8.5, KANANMA and verious distriet uaita’ '
F',u the ares to retfire to the Eastward prier to the sttack, The U,3.8, WANAMHA
Je¥equested an esoort from the U,5,8, WARD and was notified shortly afterward $hat
“two small vessels from Guadaloanal would mot as esdorts. The U,8.5, KANAWHA then
" got upderway and eommenced to stand out of the harber at that time she was dir-
" soted by the shore station to mwait the arrival of the two esoors vessels nﬂ to
¢ provide them with fuel and water, At about 1445 LOT & message was received - . --f_ir'
;umzn various units and the U,8,8, KANAWEA to exit imaediately from the =
i~ Ouad]loanal ilegl ‘axes, - The- shore ‘statioa-wis informed tbas.the U,5.8, '.:*:-. :
o o “nu proceeding in ascocordapee wish this lapt lnpnt-uh. The ship went to :m "
% quarters agd oommanced to stand oub of the harbor,” m -m- and mr M.
Il-li.kl were wﬁ‘_ﬂil Uﬂg at tMIM# | - it J«..,_ gt
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If'g \ ‘h Do 4”11- lwmrmtmmm-mmutn
U,8.8, ¥ 85 and the V,8.8. TAYLOR stoed in, the U,8.8, TAILOR was informed thtl ,
',m,'i_"'.‘"ift ﬁ.ﬂ. 'KANAWHA oould meintein 12 knots at which time she twned abeut amd . . -
_k\xrwuu-u.n.u.mmutn-m !un.l.s.nssummmn it
the n,a.s. KANAHA, Before the ehanuel was ocleared informstion was received hr

'**ﬂ :; raldio' (voice) that sixty enemy aircraft were sighted ever Save laland and that " -
1 mrwnn "Horneta" were sighted over Guadaleapnal, at that instent forsy-eight
EM weze: sighted bearing approximtely 195° true. The ship et this tise Was '

% g“\ all possible speed, about 12,7 knots on course 185° true, The enemy eir-
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[ ) ‘oraft fermstion eonsisted of two flights of nine planes each and of one flight of .
P “éthi:ly plenes, Within the space of a minute the nine flight planes turned Northe
".E\ © west over Pulagi and Northeast over Purvie Bey, Fifteeu planes of the thirty -
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[~ pubjeab 1A Repert of Aetion = U.8,8, RAMAMHA. oo LTS
f_!_ d.}'n;'*_-.i__{‘;";*fhl_q--l;u--'-l-ql-—.n--ﬂ-n-"q.- N T R . e W%
*j_,;-,:_{‘ 7£11ght someenced 0 dive on the ship, All three ahips, the Tulagi shore batteries
f ! “ana $he various district eraft epeasd fire, five plenss Yeleaged their boom loads .
) r™hgoh resulted in one near miss ea the starboard bew, one near miss on either =
i g8 er, one hit under the bridge in eargo fuel oil tank A-113 and one or possibl V'
s m»tn saohinery spaces, When this sttaok had been delivered the five plauss '
--»4{: S anan _-lu} f,fhi' _nw group pulled Jm{-‘_!l‘_lu net oomplete their 4&:-.:.‘."%
AT '..I..':_"_::’v;-".' st ot W ™ LIRS e e e A '___-,t_.:"f'.'." i i ", B .‘: 4
b e PR &.{.ah.,--.ﬁ-. _The immediate result of the attssk was She setting afire nr-.-m*m-*-*
[y} /~the destrustion of the enginercom and the 10ss of all power in-the ship.“The main "}
: and"the oargo deek were slmost coapletd)y eovered with fuel oll from the foree
43¢ Jetkbeiexplosion of the forward boom, As 8000 48 contyol was lost on the bridge sa.
/¢ etteapt. was made to ‘shift centrel to the after steering station oa the superstrush
i Js‘deek, A% this $ime 1% was realized that the engineroom had been demolished but as

] s

B ,‘qmipum was not realized until the attaspt shift aft had been made, ¥he'foree:
5 frﬁ@mh sxplosion afh.eaused the destructica of*the sousd powered telephons board
4 " and %be leaknge of sea water into the electrical work shop and gywe room, 1% hlew
s «*mm tank hatohes frem A=Mll $0 A=118'inelusive and that of the forward '
i, weard "summer tonk" A-405, The superstricture deck, wardroom ocount¥y and pay =
4, effige were afire, thers were mo communicut ions except by messeager, the entire -

i 8fsex part of the ship and the Lridge stxustury were filled with black smoke and .
4 nb«*'"g' “The Exeoutive Officer ab the after steering station oheerved a sheet of oil =
. and water eaused by the forward boom expleaign W obsoured the bridge strusturs
oriv"tvom his sight,” It 1# Delleved that the 002 hlanket oa all oil tenks aided matore "
2 a:-:.-.-s:-nruwtu a general fire throughout the main deok, The ship did not lish'
© 41" /materially or appear.to take on water repidly. - orward magazine was flooded by

£. leakage aaused by a near miss on the starboard basf, The eargo pump room somaenced -
— ;th £111 mpidly with oil and water frem the eargo ‘oil lines snd from the sea, The
tifbl."f; ‘main’ dedk surrounding the engine room trunk wasdistorted and the trunk itself was'
B 777 ‘edpanded outward, A largs Wmastity of stean issupd from the enginercom spaces. ALl
i -.foa;'onr.mtm were_conneeted to the smothering system to the fual ¢il banks in an ' -
M -_;-c*-::u‘l_ 40 exbingiish $he fire in A=113 mad to prevent any spread of the fire, A=11
*ﬁé comnenoed £0 burnishorily afver the fire started in A-113 Shis fire died out either

AT
‘fromlack of fual or from the spplieation of 002. Ad attempt was made to extiaguish
o aft by means of'e bucket brigade bub this msans wes ineffectual beeause of
" . or which osuld-pe spplisd and the-fizve _ « —This-
r?~'a}~.3§‘.-mi o 'was aggravased by the amount of fusl oil which was dipped up with She wati
% The forwaxd gaseline powered handy billy pump was-wrecked fromthe explosiom md the
£ .ln‘gl“.mnm_ not be located from he. same cauge, ' In the meantime the wounded fw
b % be Genereter Reom and ‘the Engineer and. after wepair parties wers removed t0 weathei
N, A% the $ime that the somtrol of Lhe fires was lest the ship had come o am
S v almost oomplets stop, the after magaaine could ot be flooded becsuse of the absence
A, "0f pressure on the salt water system, A% this time the only vessal in the vieinity
:pl'? . LWwas the U.5.8, FO 85 whioh was mbout one mile on the port quarber,. The Jommsnding
.. b < officer deoided to abendon ship while there was still a slight way on her teo remo
..‘f,}“:“-_'i_th:%q.\Mvm from the bazard of buraing il on the surface, The Gomsdnding Offi
P i tive Officer, Ensign L. K, Sawls, U.8. Naval Reserve and six men abapdoned shij
C v in 'the last raft left to leave.  Frior %o taking this step the Commanding Officer &
"5 the Executive' 0ff10er made an inspestion of such parts that were exeessible to dete
@f aine Af' any survivors remained on voard. * No living mea were seen and no noise ::;,_r
[ | When abeut two hundred yards astewn of the ship two men were obperved to’jw
+ . inko the water om the port side of the main desk at the break of the poop. As the,
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f"’ . respeus vessels and boats eame out from Tulagi, Gavubu, Purvis Bay and “u-..ﬂﬁ:
%', " pases they were directed te recover thess two men, The U,88, APe 33 ploked up e

!és;_ "4 Lieutenant G, W, Brockway, U,8, Nawal Reserve, First Lieutesant end Navigater mmd .
i fourbeen men, $W0 were seriously injured, Ab bis request, he and eleven men were
j- ' transferred to the U,§.8. RAIL sad were taken alongside the ship to determine if the

g;_;-;'. ./ fire eould be brought under cantrol, Ab this time the raft ccutaining the Qommand ing
f b -;_p.ﬂ‘lru and Exeoutive Offieer was approximately .oae aile ssiern,  After she U.5.8.
. 4:RAIL bad come mlongside and had commenced to extinguish the fire with sals water
4.5 the Oomsanding Officer and those with him were pieked up by a pleket boat which broki
Fr?‘ _# down, . The Oommsading Officexr signalled the U.5,8. 50 531 te notify the 7,88, RAIL
# "% of the imeediate danger of the exploding of $he after magazlae, BShertly after this
. the Gommending Offieer and those with him were taken to Gavutu Island, ene of .
1 in this pazty wag ajured and was hospitaliaed. uped FeAching bhe. beses..ihe-d
. Wp_ﬁw was brought under control and was being on the superst
b point the mmmunition from the 20 mm and 3%.50 saliber ready boxes Som
£ neéd to explode and'the U.5.8. RAIL stood off,  Shortly afiex this the after megas
£ . .. 2ine took fire causing @ flame of aver two hundred feet in highth to issue from the'y
beo T after of the ship, This intense heat set fire to a large pataeh of 9il oa the
~, " water snd this separsted from the ship while burning.. The estire bridgetructure wa
... | appavently gutted, aa were the supply office, ship's effice, wardreoa m?xrnli"?
| & eaptain's cabin, The wooden superstruchure deok mm-g end fallea 1Bs ﬁ,f:!}
T ek S W o R A - Bl T (L MR s S SITIRT T i e e A S 7
ey "? P mm“ the ship had been abandened efforts were made by the v.‘l’:ﬁ }J '
*".-,-;,ﬁt;:nm.' U.8.8, RAIL, U,5.5, MONENOMES and cne L.C.T. t0 sslvage the vessel bub phe
“ |7 pank at 0400 m‘ 8 April 1943, in 28 fethoms of water off the Bast bank of Sylvie.
% ' Reef bearing 121” trus from beascon "g" digtance 750 yards, At about 1800 LOT oa T 0
4 % April 194) the members of the erew of the L.0.T. heard men rapping from the Bunker
F.  !“pump Room. The cover of the duet leading $0 this ocupartment was opened and twe men
[ who had been trapped in there were removed, These men stated that they sought refug
1%, in tbe bilges from the ruptured steas lines ia the firercos snd that they did not ie
. w7 the bilges until the leakage of water and oil dreve them out, The fireroom leaked
. ? ¢'sleuly from the enginerocom threugh the air leek so that at the bime of theix
. 7 1<) Shere was approximstely five feet of liquid over the floor plates.” They did not sig
34 util they heard the L.0.T. alwgside, Mo indisation of their pressnde Was spparest
};'..p " the $ise the Gomsanding Qffiper snd Exesutive Offiger inapected the iy, pricr %o ab
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0 6., " %ne foarce of the wind st this time was'Owl the direction Was Northeash
.~ the cleud form Was Alto-Camulus smount ok and tmr.untu- appreximately 5000=6000
e _ fest, The ships positicn was 775 yerds bearing 103" true from beaocon “B" on SONGOR
" NEOOHA'Island, Lat. 9;97.6 South, Longs 160-10,3 Rast. T ot T Y
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3 _'_'#,:.J; 4 @, whe following capusltiss oecurred t0 the guns of the U,3.9, EANATHAL
7 'The starboard forecastle 20 ma gun sustained a brokea firiog pin shieh Waa not mf
i .., plasedj the port 20 mm gun jamed and wus afterwards fixzed mnd eontimued firing; Ne.l
4% 3% 50 galider gun fired two rounds befere the foree of the explosicas caused sush }
| ™ aletombion-that 1t could mot be moved in elevation om tyained, Now'Z wd: 3, 3% 507
" ealiber gune could be trained with difficulty deesuse of the disterted gin foundstic
. \;mm pointer of the after starboard bridge 20 mm machine g Was blemn out of his

gus by the rupture of thec¥ebaining strap but he recovered to continue Tirin g,  The
gun crew of No, 4, 3" 50 galiber gun, were thrown from their feet from the forse of
'explos ion, This gun continued in aetion as did the after machine guns and the brid
k% guns until the ectioa was eompleted, oD =N o it ¢ i
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af the hazard by burning oil on the surfaee 0 the survivors in the *
A view of the report subsequestly received .rmmm of the oil unlqd-*"
.pllr..nu. it 43 believed that this step nu.l.l uhuly . 7
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U.S.S. Kanawha to Commanding Officer

Enclosure One - Report of ,_A\ction by Executive Officer (LT_j W|II|a_m F. Ca_m‘ljmarrd) nm C
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SECEET April 12, 1943,
¥rom; The Executive Officer, U.S.S. KANAWHA, Lieutenant William
P, CADNARR, D-M, U.S, Naval Reserve.
To: The Commanding Officer,
Subject: Repart of Action - U.5.5. KANAWHA, Repart of,
1. On April 7, 1943, approximately 1500 we rounded the Easstern tip

of Tulagi Islend and wes standing out of the channel following the U.5.S., TAYLH.
All bhands were at their battle stations, Approximately twenty to forty planes
could be seen between Tulagi and Guadaleanal, We were miing our best possible
speed of about 12,7 kmots. A4t 1500 fifteen planes started their diwe on the ship
in which five dropped their bombs, resulting in three near misses and two direct
bits. The first near miss oa the starboard side forward which started a leak in
the forward magazine, forward compartment, and jemmed Gun 1 (3"=50 Caliber) so

it could not be trained or elevated, Also, all phones were put out of commission,
The next two near misses were on the port and starboard quarter, The ship then
took a direct hit in eargo oil tank A-113 under the bridge structure and started
fire in the bridge structure, also, broke fire mains on deck, The next direct

hit went through the superstructure deck end exploded in the engine room stopping
ell machinery, and starting a fire in the ship's office and wardroom country,
which 18 of wood structure, Hoses were rigged but no water ¢ ould be gotten in
eny part of the ship, By this time the bridge was all afire and the Tire was
gaining, Also the oil end hose on the starboard side of the main deck was afire,
Word was passed to abandon ship befare the fire reached the after 5" magezine, All
bands deserve lots of credit for their excellent perfarmance of duty in actimm,

g7 1 A

W. F. CANMARR.

ENCLOSURE (A)



