INavy Shi

By JOC O, K. Ferguson

SUBIC BAY, H.P. (PAO) —
Europe was afllame — Hiler's
Lank:led Leoops oveorran Framee
amcd the word “hlitzkries' was
a0 evervone's fongue, Churehill
spake af “blood. sweal and
Lears".

In Asia, Japan was stalemal-
edd i China and locking for
sasipr  prey  elsewhere, In Lhe
United States the big band era
was in Tull swing, “Gone will
thee Wind™ was seiling box of
lice  regords  and  Presideat
Regzevell was ve-elected for an
unprecedented thivd term.

It was 1840 and it all scems
long ago,

Hitler's 1..1:1;:5 }[LtII::r himself,
the S phfress
canes'” that won the Batile of
Britain. the Jopanese Imperial
Flest, the 1.5, Army Alr Corps’
Flying Fortress and oearly all
ol man's contrivances ol ihat
fime have been swepd—up in
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Veteran of 3 Wars

ip Thrnfes

HEMNEBEC TAKES DM -\'L L-D.I.D OF Fl.lEl. AT EUBIC BAY HA‘-"#I. BASE.

history™s dustpan.

Bul the 5. Navy has a
“hunk of equipmient'’ that dates
back [ 10 that's as useful
tpclay @z 28 wears age. It's the
flect piler Kennebee, which is
helping Lo perform the  vital
in5k of refueling the Tith Fleed
off Viclmam zo thai the ships
cin  remain at sea [or lona
Teriimls and maintaln pressure
an the enemy with naval gun-
fire smed naval airerafd.

Born a “child of calamiiy,™
the Kennehes awes her lengthy
maval eareer amd her very ex-
istense today fo the world's con-
tinued unzeitled slate.

Three Hmes in the post World
War I1 vears, the Kennehee was

atnil et e ——retired ™ fror-actve duiy - and

put into the "mmhh.ﬂl Tleet!,
Chee she was oven Ysiricken
from fthe list™ of Mavy ships,
which is normally the [inal step
hefore disposal (which in a ship
of Kenpebec's age would have
glmast  cortginly  mesnt  the
serap  piled.

Each time, however, the Ken-
nchee was saved by a [resh
wirld erisis — the Korean War
in 1050, the Suez crisiz of 1055
ami the Berlin emergency of
196, The Kennebeo has pe-
miingd  on  continuous  duty
sinee 1961,

Althaugh completed in 1840,
Kenncbee began her career as
a civilian  hauler and wasa'l
“enlisted inte the Mavy until

142, Formerly  ihe ﬂate.ml-:lm:n
Corsicana owned by the Socany
Wacuum kil I.’r.- th Mavy

on Crisi_s__]

{LISMI]

named her Eennelsc after the

river in Main: in accopdance
with the tradition oF naming
Mavy oilers for rivers.

One of her first dutics was &0
help refucl fhe Ticst big o Allicd
invasion fleel of the war — the
task force that lapded freops in
Marth Africa in late 1342 She
spent mest of the rest of the
witr  refueling  convoys in the
starm-loesed North Atlantic.

The Rorean War was spent
shultling back and Forth between
the West Comst and Pearl Har-
wor. Hawaii. When recalled o
service during the Suez erisis
she went to Lthe Perslan Gulfl to
pick up fuel for the fleeds in
the Meditereanean, Far Easl
and MNocth Atlantic.

LSince her recommissianing in
1951, Kennchea has become very
much gn “Azia Hand™ with con-
tinuons serviee with e Sepvice
Foree of the Pacifie Fleet, She
is currently an her sixith four of
duty in lhe western  Paeific
sinee her recall.

Her homepart is now  Hunt-
cr's Paint, San Francisco Bay
and the skipper s Capt. Edward
T, Alberla.

With her less than 20 miles
an hour cruising speed and 100~
o0 baveel maximum  cipEeily.
the Kennchec has neither the
apend or fuel hacling capability
of the newer fest oilers, bal
has adopled the slogan. “We
try  hardert*
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