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Froat OMLY, Williem s, Lieutenant, (D) Usmm
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Vias Comannder Service Squadron Ilne

Comrmnder Serviee Foree Seventh Meet

Eubjeot: CAYS, Dexter-Otis {™a) Uy, 260 04 40
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heference: (a) Seellav ltr, of 18 Nocember lu44, :
- Instructions aud Polieles Nelative
to lecBMaiions and HedaR2@"; 7. Tul. Cizne
Fde, July=Dec, 1044, 44-1421, pe 70,

1 ls : As former mfnulurﬂmﬂur the UsS.8, n;n-h:.'ﬂli
AOC-4D), I an emercising t vilege, roecomending for

the lavy and Seprine Corps uo-hff H€a¥E, Textew Otds, CQ (PA),
JSliy, for gallant and intrepld comnduct in asalsting the ©

Offlcer after the ghip struclk & mine off the coas: of lorthern
“ornec at 1000 on 27 July 1le4bs The clreussiances glving rise
to this recommendatiun are set forth in the following paregraphas

I in 27 July 1945 at 1000, Chierf ilays, on Jduby
aboard the U.t.5, CIDSTATEE when the exploslou ocourred, was
taking bearings on the I'!.{ir;g brldpge for the lavirntor,

Cilel Maye, whio wos only feet awny Ifrou the Comandl
Officer, was knocked down by the explosion, injuring talnﬂglak.
end wup severely burned about the ama, hands, back, ace,
and neek by a b t of buring oll that unvurﬂtﬁn!‘m
part of the ship. le remalned on the bridge long after the

elon oecwred and asnisted 'ﬂ‘llﬂ_lﬁ.nﬂ e

r_:f.nil%? a fix and pugfeating a OUTBe .
‘e ship wans Leing set by a strong current toward shallow
wator at the time,

Je fays' ocutstanding performance of duty wes witnessed
by the Commmnding Offiser during the erisls, and t
the entire experlence, lays never falled in hie duties, althouch
severely burned and not having recelived first aid untll the
more seriously w men were treated, With rendy asslatance,
coura;e, and outa Lag endurance, he wes an inapiratlon to
all hands on board and eontributed Lrmessurably to thelr will
and abllity to fight for the ship, Chief Mmys was lnaned
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badly that 2ud he mh&nnﬂ:ﬁ‘ﬂhﬂmrw
mhﬁmmjh not. have been oritiicized, and
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de The following -!unm is suggestedt
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