
USNS GRAPPLE'S HISTORY
USS GRAPPLE (T-ARS 53) was built by Peterson Builde$.lnc. of Sturgeon Bay,

wisconsin and connissioned on 15 November 1986. This js ihe second salvage lessel ro
bear the nanle of GRAPPLE. The hrst GRAPPLE was conxnissioned on 16 December
1943 and disringuished herself in operations in World War lt. the Korean W and the
Vietntun Conflict. The original GRAPPLE was decomnissioned tbllowing iis senices in
Vietnan and now serves as a salvage and diving vessel in the Taiwarcse Navy.

GR-A.PPLE is a ship olthe U.S. Atlantic Fleet, under ihe operational control of
Comnander. Second Fleet. and ihe adminisrraiive control ofCommander. Seaijft I-ogisiics
Conmand Atlantic. The ship's mission is to pelforln salvage of stranded vessels, provide
rescue and assistance services. conduct off ship fire fLghting. open ocean towing, recovery
of submefged objects, and manned diving operation! ro a depth of300feei.

l)uring her yeaN of service, GRAPPLE was involved jn a virieiy ofopcntions which
included remote operated vehicle (ROV) opcrat()ns to adcplh oi3000 iccl olf thc coa( of
Sardinia. I ta ly;ralvaseofLwol/Al8D,$recFl ,1aircr . t l l , lwoAV8,oncF16a;cmft ,
xnd two MH 53 helicopters; sxlvagc ofa sunkcn dilc boal in Bodo, Norwry: rclraclion ofa
slra.ded coa(al freighLer lrom thc hi$or ofKingslon, 51. Vinccnl, Wcsl Indics;harbor
clcarancc openlions in Clffleston, SC after Humcane Hugo (which included retactlon of
x slranded nuclear taining lacility barge): recovery of a 10.000 pounds of ch:in lionl 173
leel of water oll Menton, Flance: retracdon of two standed inmunition barges fron
Ocean View Beach, Norfblk, VAt recovery ofa Marine Corps AAVP-7 lron 60 ft€t of
water ofi Moorehead Ciry. NC: and numerous lows oi deconmissione.d and active Nary
ships. subnarines and seNice cratt includirg the balileshjp er IJSS IOWA. ex USS
SAIPAN. ex-USS PORTSMOUTH. ex-USS HYMAN G. RICXOVER and tix
CONOLLY,

Significant sah'ige opeirtions in recent hisiory include recovery of TWA Flight 800
inJuly of 1996 offthe coast of Long lsland, New York, recovery of Swissair FliShi I l1 in
Seplenber of 1998 ofi the coasi ofNova Scotia. Canadi. and re.overy of EgyptAir Flighi
990 in 1999 ofl lhe coasi ofNaniucket, Massachuesettes. Recent salvage ofF-16 crash in
Guliol Mcxico thc filst to recover Black Box, eiection seat and pilot. lneachcase.
GRAPPLI ncovcrcd signiiicanl porlions ofeach downed :rit1irafi to assisl with dle
lnlc(igation in dcLcrmining the cause of the tragedy.

In Mrrch of200:1, GRAPPLE was callcd 1() scrlc hcr country in tinr ol conilicl and
would be rhe firsl ARS 50 Cla!! Ship to deploy to Lhc Arabian Cult In Lwo wccks
GRAPPLE prepared for a surge deployment in sutpon ofOperation! ENDURING
FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM. During Operarion IRAQI FRtjEI)OM, GRAPPLE
conducted combai salvage operations ro include the recovery ofa United States Marine
Corys ,\V 88 Hrnier, salvage and iow of an Iraqi Dhow, ro\ prepararion of two lraqi rugs
xnd onc Iraqi brgc, and row ofan Iraqi tirg iion Kxwait Naval Base to the new port in
Uhm Qnsr, Ir{q. GRAPPLE rctumcd liom the conl'lict wilh Iraq in Junc oi 2003.

Since rcturning fron i1s hs1Mcdilerranean Deploy'nenl in December, 2004,
GRAPPI-E has recovered one MH 5:l hcUcoptcr oll thc coast ofvirginia, onc AV 8 oll ibe
coast of lr'lorida. and one F l6 offthe coasL ofSoulh Cnrolina, Fl8 in the CulioiMcxico,
AAV offMorehead City, NC, several burjals at !ea, and variou! diving and salvage
Hunicane Kairina and Rita relief efforts

Today, CRAPPLE continucs to livc by hcr crcdo - "Rcady to scne".
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BY TTilE.NUMBERS

7,180 days as a commissioned warship
oYer 2,07 3,600 miles of steaming
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69 1,200,000 shaft rotations
8,1i7,600 gallons of diesel consumed
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Over I,4l2,580imeals served , ,' .' ''

: , ,Vlore than 50,000 loads of laundry
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Received more than 20,932,800 e-mail s
and more than 985,600 naval messages
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More than 5400 gallons of paint used
, ovet 7I miles of anchor chain laid
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Over zgs}dites '
totaling over 145 days of bottom time
with deepest dive recorded at 240 feet

Over 95 tows completed

T-ARS 53

usNS GRAPPLE (T-ARS-s3)
Rescue and Salvage Ship

Operated by Military Sealift Command


