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Stroaking out of the dawn of October 25, 1942, threc Japanesc
destroyers sank the gasolinceladon occan going tug USS SEIINCLE (AT €5)
uwith throc salwos whilc she was steaming independently 2 fouw miles off
Guadalexnal.

Only onc mmvas killed md tve vaire voundecd, Further loss of life
w18 av.rtced vhen Jap projeetiles passocd elcar through the shin ithout
txploding. Hovover, the rapid succcssion of accuratc salvos sct the high
oetanc gasolinc aflame, mking it impossiblo to sawve the ship.

Cn the morning of the 25th, the SEMDIOLE and USS ¥YP-28) had arrived
at Cateus from Ringbolt with a loxd of wmmunition, gisclinc, 2nd troors.
Uslcading operaticns werc inturrupted sk con onery destroyers icroe dotected
outside of Catcuse

Both the wessels loft for theopen sco in aa atterpt to clude the
cnomys 4ft r banbarding the Ringbolt arca, the fastor dosiroycrs tuzncd
sathwmrd to overtake the laden ships, waleh at best could not oxeocd 1
knots.

The SEUINOLE tried desperatuly to cvade the spocdicr "enns" by
scoking protietion of shore batteries of the I™rines of Cundaleannl, but tho
ciomy's ascurate fire sunk her just short of hor objeetive, The YP had
carlicr met a similar fatc,

The big tug avoided the Pearl Iarbor disaster only by 2 mttcr of
days. Sho arrived at Saa Dicgey Califoruia, from Poarl Harber on
Deecmbor 8y 1941. By the first of the yoar, tio tug was on her wmy back to
the ar zone.

FPorforming mny tusks hardly suited for o ship of her type, the
SEALNOLE operated in the Secuthucst Paeifie arca, ferrying troops, e2rgo, ard
fucl among thu islands,

On Oectober 7, *he EEMINCLE lcd two destroycrs in a scarch for
survivers of the USS MEREDITH(DD 434 ) and its convoy which consistcd «f the
USS VIREC (AT0 144) and a tow. The VEREDITH, thorcughly riddlcd by Jap
bombors, was sunk but the VIREO and the two were found on midnight,

Cotober 18,

While the destroyers roscucd survivors and stood guard againsi
further attacks, the SEITNOLE rigged a tov linc on tiw VIREQ's bargu aud
remevad it safcly to Ringbolt. 4 skeleton ercu of voluntcers tms lotcr put
aboard thce VIREC andit, tco, was salwvaged,

Tr- SEMIVCLE was built by tik Bethlchom Stecl Commany, Staten
Island, Ik York., Compledcd in IMarch, 1940, the vesscl vas 205 loug,
39 foct beam, and had full load displaccroent of 1500 tons,
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"AVY DEP.HIMENT _ M\ld‘"

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MNAVALL OFERATIONS //’

WASHINGTON
20 December 1940
From: Clilef of Naval Operatlons.
To: Commanding Officer, USS SHNMINOLE (AT-65).

Chief ol Bursau of Ships.

Chief of Buresu of Ordnence,

Chief of Dureau of MNavigation.

Chief of Buresu of Supplies wnd Accounts.
Chief of Bureau of Wedlelne and Surgery.
Chief of Bureau of leroncuties.
Commandent, Navy Yerd Mare Island, Calif.
Commandant, Nevy Yard New York, New York.

Sub ject: nss SERINOiE\IAT—GE} - tezlznment of Home

\Port and chefige In Iome Yard.

1. San Dlego, Celifornis 1z hereby assigned
s the Home Port of TSS SEHIVOIE elffectlve 1& January
1541.

2. The Home TYard of T3S SEMINOLE is hereby
changed from Wavy Yerd New York to Navy Yard Mare Island,
Californie effective 1B January 1941,

9. The Bureaus ceoicerned will Issue necessary
instructions relative to transfer of job orders, spare
parts, et cetera.

He E. LNGETSOLL
Leting

Copy to:
CinCus, Combatfor, Combaactor
Comdts. L1l NWaval Dists, Comdt. 34, 1lth NDS
HSD, Sen Dlejo, WMorfolk, MsvDato San Pedro
0inC, Fuel and Trancportation Division, Passenger Sec. (S&i)
0inC, Fuel and Transportstion Tiviszion, Treizht Sec. (8&A)
Transportation Scetion BUIAV, Jp-2o (10 coples)
Publication Scetlon, Sen. rfeeounting 0ffiee, Wash. DC (2 ecop.)
Bureeus and Offices and Divisions of J:ificc of

Chief of Naval JOperstions.
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SEADAL m(a)=3429 (k)

The tragio but hervie story of the U.d.i. Seminole, a 205=foot
sea golng bug with & dau Diego sklpper, was disclosed by the Navy to-
day as these squat 1ittle ships were glven oredit for the impertant
roles they have pluyed in the battle of the Pacifie.

captaln #illdam G. Fewel, USN, who vith Mrs. Yewel makes his
home at 2244 "lun bbreet, was skipper of the deninele fros the time
she wau commissloned in wareh, 1940, until she was sunk by Jupanese
destroyur rire off Tulsgl, in the Solomon Yalends, Ueteber 25, 1942,

Captaln fewel, wow is assistant fleet Persomnel fficer,
Pagific Ocean rean,

The sexinole snd & few other amall vessels llﬂluﬂlnh ;
Life 1ine In 1942 for the small alr foroe defending newly-won Guadele
ssnal, Flenes on the iamlond had Lo depend uyon the small trlekle of
aviasion. gaseddne whish the tugs eould baul from Tulegl, 22 miles
away,

“ gn Getower 2§ the Seminols had Just Degua walseding & ¢asgs of
550 drums of gunsoline at Ousdaloansl when three enemy destroyers wers
sighted. The tug got under way at onoe for Tulagl, with 400 gas druss
#t11i aboard, bub 16 wes soom appareat St ahe would be intercepted
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TUGS PLAY VITAL PART IN FLEET CPERATIONS IN PACIFIC

They’re squat little ships, lacking the glamcr, specd and
sleekness of the battleship, destroyer or cruiser, but they’re industrious,
sturdy znd essential, and their werk is never done. They salvage, tcw,
haul, patrel, rescue and, when the o¢casion demands, fight.

Such is the nature of the front-line tugs, cperating in considerable
numbers for Service Forece, Pacifie Fleet, doing their work quickly,
bravely, tenaciously and efficiently, and, more often than not, under
extrema duress.

Ceonsider, for instance, the story of the USS MATACCO currently
operating for Service Force, a 205-footer which has traveled approximately
65,000 miles in the Pacific since she was commissioned 18 months age,
and which early in her career, towed a floating dry-dock from the West
Coast of the United States to Australia, a dry-dock urgently needed for
all-importart repair werk in the Southwest Pacific area. This powarful
little tug has been involved in almest every major operation in the Dacific
since and including the Gilbert’s campaign, having recently made round
trips firom the Marshalls to both Saipan and Guam, enzaging in routine
but difficult cdd jobs in these areas.

Althouzh she was not primarily cut out ior fighting, her
armarnent scared off a Jap torpedo plane which attempted to blow her up
while the Gilbert’s campalgn was In its hottest stages. Later she chuggsd
about in the harbor at Roi, doing odd jobs In a setting of shell fire and heavy
action curing the ea:ly phases of that island’s capture. From her positizn,
usually three quairte. s of 2 mile off shore, she saw an enemy bomb hit 2.
ammuniticn dumy, aud her crew winced at the concussion from the rezuiting
€xvlosiun,

In the Marshalls o?eration she assisted in pulling 2 landing
crait off the beach (she couldn't complete the job herself because of hastily
being called out on anti-submarine patrol duty), pulled a sister tug off a
reef, inspected and repalirad the bent propeller of ancther vessel, repalred
holzs in twe landing crait hulls and engaged in numerous other tugging
chores for larger ships in the harbor,

Later she was used in a series of towing and escorting
operations which took her thousends of miles back and forth through the
Marshalls and Gilberts carrying ammunition and towing asecline harges.
Once she deviated from this type of work long enough to rescue a plane
anc its crew of two who had been forced down near the Namu atoll south of
Kwajaleln., The plane, as well as the crew, was brought aboard the
MATACO and delivered safely to a place where it could be repaired and used
again,

On another occasion the MATACO was ordered to clear four
wrecked Jap landing ships from docking space at Ebeye Island to make the
space available to our ships, ancther job she herself couldn’t finish because




<

tal e —————

db-
of hurrv-up orcers to transfar a wooring buoy from one ship to another.

Licutenant (junior grade) Cecil O. Hall, U.S.N,, of 44 Birch
Street, Vell=zjo, California, the ship s executive officer, a slim,
swarthy, medium -height T2xan, has spent 23 vears in the U.3. Navy,
having enlistec at the age of 17 because “ever since [ first saw a victure
of the USS TEi’AS( one of the Navy's oldest battleshins) I r-ade up
my mind I wanted to be in the Navy.  He was a cuartermaster before
being comiissioned a Lisutenant (junior grade) about a year ago.

Then, there is the tragic story of the USS SEMINQLE, a gallant
little shivp of the same class, which gave EU'?I@!"I‘EEW‘E‘EI‘MQ

of enawny Cestroyer fire on QOctober 25, 19*?2, a few r-iles off
Tulagi., At that time she and a few other small vessels servad

as the sole life line for the small air foree bravely and stubbornly
defencing newlv-won Guadalcanal, defencing it on the small trickle
of aviation y&s which the SEMINOLE and her few cohorts could haul
over frou. Tulagi, 28 miles away.

The SEMTNOLE had just begun unloading her daily cargo of
550 drums (approximately 25,000 gallons) of aviation gas at Lunga
Point, Cuacaleanal, on the morning of October 25, 1844, when nasis
of thrae cnemy destrovers ware sighted northeast of Spvo Island,
The tug was prow ptly ordered to getunder way for Tulagi, despite
the fact that approximately 400 drums of gas still were aboard.
She got wnfar vray full nower, but it soon was aprarent that Tulagi
eonld’ not e reachec nrior to intereception by the enemy destroyers.
No air covorage was availahle becauss in the meantime the usunal
rorninz's ap air raid on Guacdalcanal's airfisld had got into full
swing. Attention of the enemv destrovers was diverted temvorarily
by a smnall natrol vessel which also was ferrying gas from Tulagl.
This ship was quickly hit, set afire and sunk. The destroyers then
openad {ire on the SEMINOLE, which for anoroximatealy 15 salvos
avoldad hits bv skillful evasive action directed by her skinper,
Captain (then Iisutenant Commancer)William G. Fewel, U.S.N., of
2etd v Street, San Diego, California, Tie first salvo hit and
ignited the avistion gas, with one shell nassing through the deck
and cxnloding in the after end of the main gensratar ro m, nutting
all four meis zenerators out of cor mission.

"1.".".? ahandon-shin order vas given by Captain Fawel, one life
raft being all that the crew succzeded in getting clear due to the
intense {ire and sxoloding drurms.

Thz iug, still rroving at 2 “air rate of speed, quickly cleared the
survivors in the water and, when approvirately 1,000 vards distant,
shiveret under the blast of a terrific exnlosion. And so the
SEMINOL.:, tha second shin of her cluss to bz corrmissionad
on Mareh 8, 1940, quickly up-ended ~nd sonk stern first, Her
casualtics were one wign !dlled, one wounded, All survivors of the
shelling were rascued from the water.

In her zarly cays the SEMINOLT had served os a tow, covering
aprrozimately 1,000 miles towing Cacomrmissioned vessels from the
Philacslphia Wavy Yard to various Navy Yards on the East Coast,

Later in the =oeific and orior to the FPearl Harhor attack she

trave o adiitional thousands of miles towing barges betwszen

Paar] Farbor and Wake Island, Cantain Ferrel, who now is

assistant Fleat Personnel Officer, Tacific Ocean Aresas, was her skioper
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from her date of commissioning until she went down.

And there was the USS NAVAJO, “nother heavy duty tug which,
before she was sunk by enemy action, engaged in salvage operations
involving n:ore than 156 damaged shivs, which included the carrier
USS SATATOGA, two destroyers, and five cruisers. The USS
MENCMITEE 1~;‘.iped selvage a large oortion of one of the most
valuable and urgently-needad cargoes to be shipped into the South
Pzeific, 2 cargo whose total loss was threatened when the shio
carrving it wznt agrownd in a storm.

And the USS UTE, which braved enemy bombs and the rough
deacly voters and iey winds of the Aleutian Islands area to salvage
a 215,000,000 attack transnort ripning her bottorn on the jagged reefs
whara she had been swent in 2 storm? That transoort, floated and
repairec, since has particioated in three big overations In the Pacific.

Then, there iz the account of the USS APACHE, a tug whose
erew was proised officially recently for its conduct under fire
at Guart, 3he was orcered inshore to dislodge = beached landing
crait which vas being subjected to heavy enemy artillery and
rmortar fire. The landing vessel was one of five which had been
beachal purposely preparatory to unloading. All was quiet when the
flve ?irst hit the bench, and with 2 cnlm sen, no trouble had been
antieipated in the unloading. Suddenly, however, the shios were subjected
to artillery and mwortar fire from concealad enemy nositions which
supporting munbonts and destroyers failed to locate and destroy. The
1anding ships were ordered to get {f the beach, ~nd all but one managed
to do 80 under their own power in the manner veculiar to landing craft.
With the situation growing more difficult by the minute, the APACHE
was ordered In to assist the heleless ship. The tug succeeded in
closing with the landing vessel, passing = towing pendant aboard
and ensing it off the beach. The two retired to safety out in the harbor
beyond the ronge of shore batteries, along with the other Tour londing craft,

L1180 on record is the story of the USS CHICKASAVT ~+hich
assistec in the removal of 280 Tinian easualtiss from o landing ~hip
which had hroached on o reef in heavy seas. The casunltics hed been
placed aboard the landing ship as an emergeney measure, and the
vesscl hot brosched on the reoof while attemoting to retract off
the beach, Maav of the casunlties were gotten oif by a breaches
buoy susp=ndz¢ between the stronded ship nd the CHICKASAW,
while the rest were moved in small boats., It was o tedious 10-hour
undertaliine nnder 2dverse conditions, but not too difficult for the
CHICKASAW ond her determined erow,

An occount of this length coannot more than serateh the surface
of the ovzrall job being done by the tug n this war., The records are
packed with countless achievements nerforr ed ver the length
and breadth of the Pacific, L[ke the blocker on 2 good football team, it is
2n indisvenseble part of » successful offensive, The tug, in its homely,
rlodding wey, is appraised one of Service Force s most essential ships,
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PLAQUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN “‘IRON BOTTOM
BAY"

A braonze plague, the first and only battle mer arial so far
erected in the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1944, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died
in the fierce battles in “Iron Bottom Bay.”

The plaque was unveiled on & small palm-studded hill overlooking
Purvis Bay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabees, In the bay below,spproximataly a half million tons of
ships of the U.8. Navy, and of the enemy lie on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORILA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle, About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank
there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officers
and enlisted men on the hill,site of the criginal episcopal residence
of th- Bishop of Melanesis, which was dismantled by the Japs, The
land is owned by the Church of Fngland, A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the fleet gave the invocation and benediction,

Rear Admiiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 Fast Washington
Street, Muntie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea action fought
in Iron Bottom Bay -- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 30, 1942 -~
spolke briefly, He pald tribute to “‘211 those members of the ~llizd land,
air and sea forees who in the beginning fought against such fearful
odds and in every case accomplished what they set out to do,””

“Our enemy overran Tulagi carly in April, 1942"" Rear Admiral
Hayler began, ‘‘Or May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -= thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving th- bottom of the
sea in this vicinity with ships,

““On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable
strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7th,
our troops landed here and at Guadalcanal. It was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

‘Rt is altogether fitting,"” Rear Admiral Hayler continued, “‘that
this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side whgre our troops first landed and where we suffered our greatest
losscs,
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= Addressing Reverend Mr, Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler
said:

“Youv and your associates will have no difficulty in remembering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give this memorial into your keeping. In so doing we
know that it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicated; and a source of inspiration and courage for those who come
hereafter,’’

Reverend Mr, Edwards said in reply that he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the “‘sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God
grant that we may always be inspired by their feads’’

The plaque carries this inscription: “In memory of the
oificers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies wl.o
gave their lives -= Iron Rottom Bay -- 1942243 -« Dedicated by
M:mbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -- Port Purvis,Solomons
Islands -- 20 March 1944'’,

United States ships that went down in the Iron Rottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,
JUNEAU, NCRTHHAMPTON and CHICAGO,¢ ruisers; . JARVIS,
US3 BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,
PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEHAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,
LITTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transport JOHN PENN; flect
tug SEMINOLE; two cargo ships and four PT boats. The
Asustralion cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there,

Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven
other auxiliaries.

Captain Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N., 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Rochester, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on the plagque. Frank Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class, USNR,
of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering,
A fleet tender made the plague,

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inaceguate
officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Des Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT base recreation center -- to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Mertill, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Paecific, is credited with the initiative in the movemaent to build
the club, He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the-Navy's Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronado, California, is currently president

eGS0, 200 was present at the unvelling.
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Other U.S. Navy officers who attended the ceremony included:
Rear Admiral W.L. Ainsworth, U.S.N., 647 “A"" Avenue, Coronado,
California; Rear Admiral Richard L. Conolly, U.S.N., 502 Julian
Street, Waukegan, Illinois; Rear Admiral L.F. Reifsnider, U.S.N.,
El Cordova Hotel, Coronado, California; Commodore William M.
Quigley, U.S.N., whose address is in care of the Fifth Avenue Bank,
530 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York; Captain P.P. Powell, 4000
Cathedral Avenue, Washington, D,C.; and Commander D.R. L¢e,
U.S.N., 2716 10th Street, North, Seattle, Washington.

Allied officers attending the ceremony included: Colonel
0.C. Noel, British Resident Commissioner; and Wing Commander
J.4\. Scott, Royal New Zzaland Air Force,

(Photographs available in the Photographic Section, Office
of Public Relations.)
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