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Boat sinks, spilling 1,000 litres of oil into sound

Once a heavily polluted area, Britannia Beach had been undergoing an environmental recovery before the accident

BY CATHRYN ATKINSON
BRITANNIA BEACH

A vintage tugboat sank early
yest at a dock in Britan-
nia Beach, 45 kilometres north
of Vancouver, § 1,000
litres of diesel fuel into Howe

und.
La Lumiere, a wooden-

It listed and sank at around 6
am., according to the Coast
Guard.

_sound and the mountains, she
said, but was In poor condi-
tion,

“1t was emotional to watch it
20 down. But it was just a mat-
ter of time, if these

Guard hovercraft had arrived
on the scene and a double
boom had been placed around
the dock. A flyover of the area
revealed “traces” of diesel had

I 000
litres of degraded oil in its
tank when it sank, far less
than the 208,000 litres it was
capable of carrying.

The RCMP and hazardous-
material crews were also on
the scene, he added.

Britannia Beach, which

boasted the largest copper
mine in the British Empire in
the early 2oth century, is a na-
tional historic site and home
to the B.C. Musenm of Mining.
But the mine had long been
known as one of the biggest
polluters in North

leaching into Howe Sound.

A water-treatment plant
opened 18 months ago to catch
drainage from the derelict
mine, treating 12 million litres
of water and removing 450
kilograms of copper each day,
said Kirsten Clansen, the mu-
seum's executive director.

She sald five marine-moni-
toring stations around Britan-
nia Beach had indicated a
remarkable recovery from
heavy-metal pollwtmgﬁior to

yesterday®
pressed disappointment at the

“An awful lot of peaple
worked very hard on the suc-
cessful remediation plan and
I'm sure they're wanting to get
as much information on this
as they can,” Ms, Clausen said.

ing to a Ministry of Environ-
ment man, the tug's
owners would be lable for any

time Society of Vancouver. But
mas of the
saving that the
ships were moored on Crown
land and had reverted to pro-
vincial ownership.
“I don't believe we are [the
owners]. I'm the first point of
contact, but other than thaf
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called the Coast Guard [to re-
port the accident] and
was the extent of it,” he said.

had originally Intended to fix
the vessels and open a mari-
time museum, but funds had

not been raised to do so.

Mr. Thomas said the soclety

tugboat, is

Second-World-War-era
shown docked at Britannia Beach in December, 2007, BRIAN THOMPSON

“There §s still some waork go-
ing on [to create a museum
based around the ships] but
this [accldent] kind of puts a
different light on things,” he
said. “We're very disappoint-

John Buchanan of the

An oil slick is visible
mmmm

the shoreline yesterday after
ded with a fi
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Environmental Con-

Squamish

servation Soclety said he had
visited the site of the spill ear-
lier this week to photograph
surf scoters, large sea ducks
that had aveided Howe Sound
for years because of the pollu-
tion. He expressed frustration

r " .
spilled off and diesel fuel. BRIAN THOMPSON FOR THE GLOBE AND MARL.

atﬂie accident just as the area

reviving.

“Therets some frony about
the fact that a species that
hasn’t been seen here in dec-
ades gets a diesel spill as a wel-
come wagon,” he said.
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