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To: The Coumander in chier, U.s. Fleet.

Subjects Jar Diary - submission of.

Rel'erence: (a) cific Flest Confidential Lettour 2CL-44 of

ra
1 January 1944.

l. In accordance with reference (u) the following
war diary for the month of July 1945 is submitted.

1 July 1945,
Uadeoe JUPITER was operating under Commander in

Ghief 1.3. Pacilic Fleet and Pacific Qcesan .reas and was un-
loaciiz veilcles cno orzanizaetional ecuipmert of the Tenth
Army in Hagushi anciorase, berth 108/107, Sousheastern Oklnawa,
Nanseil 3shoto, wibth unlits ol the llta Speclisl Naval Consiruct-
ion Lattalion discharging the cargo. at 0100 completed dis-
churzinz cargo. At 0900 Coumander Task 3roup 93.1 in U.5.8.
TANEY (GC37) assumsd duties of 50PA, Co uwander Task Force 31
in U.5.3. AUBURN (GCl0) havinz ceparted this anchorase.

2 July 1945.
Wb 0325 received Flush'"ied" rom S0P4i. 3et con=

dition of readiness "I". At 0415 shore batteries commenced
firing at air tar sts reported over island near Point Bolo.
ab 0440 receivea Flash "yhite", control "Green" from 30PA.
Secured from concition of readiness "I".

Jl:l'u-l.)( l;‘ib. -
AL U 38 received Flasu "Blue? I'rouw 30Fhs. b

0340 upon recelpt ol Flash "Red" set condition of readiness
nIn, AL 0429 received Flash "yniten, 3ecured from concition
of readiness wlWw,

Ao ored as before.

5 July 1745.
Wb 114E received ¥lash "xked" irom 30PA. 3et con=
dition of readinegs "I". 4Lt 1158 receiveu Flash mihite." 3e-
cured Lirow coud tion of resdines: nIm, Lt 2328 received Flash
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"Rea" I'rol 50Fn.e 9=t condition of reaclness "I, At 2335

receivea Mlash "ganlten, Segured 1rom conclibic Dl readlness

"I,

W A Y l:J-L*‘:o
O 124 U,-,5, JUPITER mate all prepa ations for

settins underway. at 1243 underwsy in agcorcance with port
Lirector, Okinawa, sailling orders for counvoy OKS #l2 cated o
July l}w5 ~U 1.08 rendezvoused with U.J.J. JERAULD (APAL74),

Convoy Uo modore, U.o.o. JUPITUR ceing Vice ubu.uCO“e .ad

10

proceeded to takxe position as third anc last euip of lh-
L._... L u l:l v l
a8 resj t..L.JLll.’-
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col . Formetion eonsizted of
#i¢ Gistarnce was 1000 yards and

6
Q
o 3

=t
 wos
=
LEN
-

Tasg Urzanization,

J“:qs .rlh. i
- ; | - = s e ) " 24 A e T
Leda Jda !.' .'....;I\..I..A.v {,Jx.lfzp} = Gi—,.‘l...::’-‘ F i wh Rl _\-.s._:, Ju.; JY

:-._o.;. t-'l-d" s ( J-‘L3)
:l»-Jn-.-u l...-'-a:--.-._—-.-: (J-..-k-t?-]
3.3, CAPE ALEXANDER

v - AP S T M TS TN
Gede Dl LD ."Iu..&.._
Sehe SKaddaY VICTORY

. - f M ] Moy
Dot i IS g § JI =

Lscortus
‘wo - R J' i ..L:L.a..r-., Ia..T; ;':.......J r»:.}zto-:& ) -_;U JAEENGBT J e _JL Jinon

:-:!-j' - 8 -{--L P il (LU"‘JB)
Ul JeJe J‘J..I. Ju.i. (LMJ‘JS)
Uu-vo...'!|- 'I.L.LJI-I..J- l-'- MI-&J--JL\ {Lu.jl)

Fleet course andé axis is 180°9(t) with flost epeea set at 10
knots. t 1440 increused fleet speed to 15 kKiaots. b 1452

chunzed course to 1540(0).. 40 1536 eaecated suErs6nc) COourse
turn to port to course 107%(t). 4t 1055 cdecieaseq coavoy
gpeed Lo 14 kuots, AU 1017 executed un =aer eucy turn ©o
port o U\A:',;(Lj. U lo44 executed an eémer euncy turn o port

to 0199(t). b 1050 esecuted emersency tura Lo ztartourd to

0049(b)s b 1705 eaemited an emer ency turn Lo starbourd to
1090(t)s At L1797 decreaseu convoy spese to 1lU obe. LU
1710 convoy executeu emersency turn to starboara to 154%(t).
UeS.5, JUFITER ascuuec position of leading ship in left hand
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colus of formation now consisting of three eslumns, Jomuodore

01 convoy beins lua leading ship of center column., At 1714 decreased

COnTYOY speeg tL 5 guots, At 1730 increased ,:hvh; speed to 10
Knots. At 1735 5.8. Ca¥l ALELNDER and S5.5. J-TEk WITCH joined
formetion., At 1730 increused convoy speec to 15 knots., At 1745
aavanced clocks one hour to conform with minus ten (-10) zone
description. At 1900 commenced ziz-zazzing according to Nersizs
plan 71<. 4L 1905 decreasec convoy spesd Lo 14.5 inots. At 2200
ceased zig-zugsing. 2210 Changed flest course endé axis to
1199(t). Jt 2300 comumenced zig-zagzinz,

7 July 1945,
& U520 set concition of readiness "I". Lt 0626
secured from conuitio. ol readiness "Iv, .t 16.5 a ngorn"
type mine was re orteq sunk by t.,.,. deFe DITTER (DM31). AL
1800 U,5.5. MCGINTY (.......Jos) reportec sinkin: w&.ll" tang.: AU
2300 increased sonvoy speed to 15 ;:Dtu.
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;440 counen qu g.; HHJ;LL o WO Bonar coxtacts wicre reported by
Ues.Ss CHSRLES HUGHES (..u-f 28 ) durins the afternocon but both
coftacts were lost,

0530 sct eondition of readiness "I", ..t 0519
secureu 110 VJ.L;LL . of reudiness "I"*, .0 lz2l5 U.5.3. JUPITER
(,_Ltjq}] Wl L.'-.ai ybed <} -.':.'.'!v:;\f" .;"‘j""‘-:, LA Usoens J,_L_.UI__;J (,u.;;l?lp,‘
having hed a Syro compass failure. ot 1900 clisnzed convoy
course uné axls to 123°(t).

10 JulLy i'ﬁ#ﬁ'
tJ

A 230 set concition of reddiness "Iv. At 0550
csoaseld zig-za. zing, b 0557 secured irom oonditisn of readiness

"I%, Al O01lZ U.5e3Ss J2RALULD (.4 L 74) resumec cuties as convoy

_:,..iul.... ab 0703 si 11«"& SAIPAN ISILKRD beariag J.l&ofu]’ ulatance
/i‘ *-dlt‘:ul _-tl J)JJ - (.OU.”"L! buuVu._f S‘.‘:- [J L-:.' .i.»\ -..&-DL-{.}O ;l’DCUEde
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10 July 1345 (Continued).
inaependently to assigned anchorase. At 1100 zneciiored in
Southeastern Bd e of berth L-83, Salpan harvor. ,t 1136
shjifted verths to Hustern indse of berth L-81, 4t 1600
commencec waxing preparydtisns 1oy gettin, undervay. b
1719 underway in accoraance to Port Lirector, saipen, sailing
orcers catec 10 July 1945 AU 1755 toox departurs from 3aipan
Larpor, Jalpan Islana, Marisnas Group. at 1830 set base course
0527(t) and standarc speed 15,5 knots. Steaning indepencently
ab 1947 cusngec ouse course to 0999(t). 4t 2400 clanged base

course to 102°(t).

1l July 1945,

4t 0500 commence€ zlsi-zagsing accorcéing to plan
FR4e 4L OBOY anuuaeg base course to 1089(t). At 1230 chanzed
base course to 11d%(t)e abt 1935 ceased ziz-za.ging.

12 July 19456 :

ab U430 commenced zig-zazgzianz. .t 0600 changed
base eourse to 1069(L). 4t 2030 ceasec ziz-zagging., At 2255
mgée rader contact becring 1509(t), distaace 11 uiles. At
2312 passed radar centact abeam to port, distance 1,5 miles,
4t 2338 rader contzct faded from screen, bearing 295°(t),

aistance 17 wmiles.

13 July 1945.

At 0000 asdvanced clocks one hour to conform with
minus eleven (-11) zome gescription. .t 1155 sigsnted island of
Iniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, bearing 106%(t), distance 14
miles. At 1210 chsnied base course to 130%(t). Passed 3Giriinien
Islant abeam to port, Learins 047°(t), distance 2.5 miles. 4t
1310 psssed pokon Island sbesm to port, bearing 073°(t), dlstance
2.5 miles. At 1332 ceasec zig-2azzinz. OChanjed base course to
0909(t). .t 1359 passed Eniwetok Island abeam to port, bearing
0049(t), distance 5.5 miles. 4t 1416 ehanjec tuse course to
076°(t) and commencec zig-zagzing. .4t 1831 turned oa dlmmed
navigational 1lishts visible uot wore thaen two miles. At 2000
changed chunged buse course to 078°(t). 4l 2UZ4 ceased zig-zagging,

14 July 1945, _
ab VU00 advanced clocks one-hall aour to confora

with minus eleven anc & half (~11;) zone cescription. At V007
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14 July 1945 (Continued).

decreased speea to 11 kuots. .t 0042 incresced speed to 15.5
knote. At 0110 decrecsed speed to 10 xnots. st U120 increased

speed to 15.5 knots. at 0550 commencec zig-zazzinzg. AL 0833
chanzedé buse course to 0729(t). At 1234 changed buse course
to 0B09(t), At 1700 cnanged base course to 0709(i). 1846
turned on aimmec navigational 113 y 2138 ceused zig-
zazginz., At 2355 due to gyro repeater failure commenced
stecring vy maznetic cowpass.
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15 July 1945.

A5 U000 acévanced clocks one asll hour to coniorm
with minus twelve (-12) zone aescription, .t Ol45 resuned
steerinz by zyro coopass. b 0530 commencsa zig-zassing. ot
0900 changed base cuuise to 077°(t). At 1240 chansed base
course to 0790{ )o 4t 1945 ceasec zig-zagzlng,

1o July 1945.

At 0000 advanced clocks one aslf hour to conform
with minus twelve znd one hall (-12p) zone cesceription. Ab
0530 covmmencet zig=ze:sings, .4t 1247 chaunged bLuase course Lo
0849(L). .t 15630 chun.ed course to 078°(t). 4t 1830 due to
failure in gyro compess, comuencec stecrin; by mdinetic steer=
ing compass., X 1840 ce ed ziz-zagzing. t 2305 resuned
gboering LYy sSyro CowmpssSs.

16 July 1945 (kericisn Day).
b 0000 advanced clocks one iaalf houy to coniorm

with plus eleven (#11) z.ne cescription. &t 0755 chiansded base
course to 08U 3(!.‘.,. At 1300 chaaged base course €O 083°9(t).
1640 changed base courge to 076%(t)

17 dJuly 1945,

At U000 sCvanced ¢l
with plus ten and one lLalf (#105)
chansed base course to 0819(t).
on two tariets bearin 2509(t), Jdistunce QU miles icdentified
45 L‘.J-u. dli-.&ll; LCCI; :.';.Y (JJHEL) ana b dada LIHLI]-M (th&S]o
2045 chanzed buse course to 0849(%).

exs one hali hiour to coniorrn
E"ﬁc descriptions 4t 0830
.t 1300 mace racar contact

a
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1 l.-r-ll.'l' 19‘150
At 0000 savanced clocks ons Lalf lour to conform
witii plas ten (%lo; zone descrintion. At 1305 changed base

course to 082° (t). at 1920 coimencec ziz-zazgzing.

1 .,dl‘y .1.9/5
Ab 0000 advanced clocxks oae uaalf nour to
with plas nine aud ocoe nelf (£9s) zone description. A
pacsec ship absaw to starboard cistance O niles.
sighted © ships bearing 0859(t), aistunce 14 niles
43 DD's. At 0012 sizhtea islagé od HawaAIl bezring 07
0630 changzed base cou se to 0009(t). at 0655 decreas

to 15 kaols. 4t 0830 mace racar contact & dles. 46 0

3 | 3 . - | 1 m "\ ™ . i
Sigzuted Ielgnc pd L_-_HU’ Lelle, ekl ink= \.'la"'(t,) , Glatanoe 4
kiles. 4t U915 ceased zlz-zagzinz anc clisn je base course to

272%(t) in orcer L clear line of fire of U.5:5, CLARENQCE K,

ERCNSOL (LLoog) and U,3.S5. L, EDJ.RLS HuYIUOL \bUdu)) gxercising
gt gunnery :*quh¢u. ab 0917 pussec U,3.3, TuuVor (DMS812) with
tapget tow 4bean to sturbosrd. LU vs4v veturliedc TO base course
Ji OOJO( t)s Coumericed ziZ-zagging. ot 1025 cliansec base course

to 004°9(t). 4t 1110 ceasec zigz-zmazging, .U 1115 chunsed base

o b L1158 recdcea
speed £0 5 knots. a4t 1159 stopped u.l easines, waiting pilot
oLt Pearl Harbor enirance. st 1230 Pilot, Lt. Coumar. gwenson,
Malilt, YA e on udul'u. i®u J-.:)J-'. gnterec e .J.l alliC L' dand '-':'.:lii. Lile
;1..'L sloge Oi

course Lo 359 (t). Deodeased speed to 10 saols.

assistence ol YIBA1O moorec sturbocra siGe s
L.,. e ,_..'J......._) (-hh--’?) if.'. n.-L...La..l _.'-..L.L- .;L 151 —.J. - _;.hll..'l._lu-..l
‘,J.J}] gast oft,

o-u‘ t..-i-J-i‘J .ﬁ,'.‘lu)l

LeQl'eC 6B 081018, nevortec o gommander ALr rorce
: . .. . . - po i N o " S S D : < ¥
.3, Pacific rMluet in accoordance with Commander in Chalel Pacific

Qcean ,lreus desputel 202130 July 1945,

f;l GULY d¥Yu2 ;
L loUE pilot, Iieut. Coumr, .ife, cume on bo.rd.

..10 l-.il/ 'ibu :..-. . ....i.uLb\..l-[J -1 ‘1‘”‘4)?*[ 50-” -" '-EII.;.uLL Lln(,i..f'm'.:.‘,'
{ro. Pearl Hartor in accordance with Communder air Force, U.3.
Taolfic Fleet, soutin; irstractions of 212010 o L ;,= 1945, Desinated
as Task Uuit 19,12, with Co mander Jouu M, Bris sommanding,

JUrse 15) (¢), standard

“E 1649 piioL lef't ships AL 1700 setl Lagse
speed 15.5 knots., a4t 1750 changed bdse gourse to 0043(u] AL
1810 passe¢ Lilamond Heud abeam tO port on eiurse Jok [t), distance

e
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21 July 1945 (Continued).

£ . . - ™ 0o $ AT
95 miles. .4t 1900 chanzed base course Lo 358Y(t)s- ab 1925
passed 35,5, TUTTLL, merchant tanker, absaw to starboard on

oourse 358°(t), distance 6} miles. .t 2059 psssed Kahukut,
fointy, Qanu, T.H., abeain to port, cistance 1o ailes. 4t
2200 chunied vase course to 046°9(t).

y A
& 000U mavangced clocks one nuelil hour to confors
with plus nine (#9) zone aescription. 4t 0030 chanzed base
course to 0559(t).
&) JLJ._-.J l;'a:p}l
b 0000 anavanced clocks une Lulf hour to conform
with plus eigat =ne & half (£8%) zone deseription. At 1408
changed course ©o 0039(t). At 1705 made racer contact beuring
lJiD(t), distance 1) miles, Jcentified &5 U.S.5. J. FRANKLIN
BELL (APAlO). b 2130 chanied base course to UJLD(L).
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R7 Jduly 1945 (vontinued).

Sdig passet abeaw Lo EBuarolura, dlstance 1000 j
made racar oontact oa leud, bearing 040°(t), ais
jdentif'iec us Farallon Islands. oAU 0040 clicnget base cour
to 069°(t). 4t 0054 caungec base course LO 1i52¢E): At 0709
recucst speew Lo bwe tuirds speed 1V £nots £nd changea hase
course to 089°9(t). At 0712 recdced speed to one tidrd speed

5 &xnuts, uue to recucec visibd l_iLJ. visibility 2000 ysrds. b
072€ cnsngec Rass Sourhe to 179° (L] 4t 0746 changed base

wa S ab YO4LD
tance 3~.J siles

course to 1199(t). 4t 0755 ine ed speel to Ln thircs speed
- ™ - = ’
o GEFY(Y) ot CBO7

10 kxnots, At O080Z chncLsed base course
chan je0 base course b 059° (t}s at 08 en jines ahea d standard
15 knots. at 029 chenged base course to 0059%(t), At 0839
chunzec ba e course Lo 065° (t). at OBLD passed U,3.3, UNION
(AK106) abeam io port. at 0849 changed base course to 0o09(t).
=t 085) recduced spacl tv two t. iruu standard glﬁuc 10 &nots,

At 0855 chansed baze course to 005 O(t). .t 0B%E passed sub-
marine anc escort acbean vo port. A4t 0839 increused speed

to stenderd speed, 15 snots. Ab U908 YNSlkZ pessed TS 122 sbeaum
to port. at 0911 passed U,3.3. TYRRELL (AKASQ) abeam t0 ort. AU
0921 stopped enzines end comuenced lyinz to awelting pilot. &b
0929 pilot, nér. 0. Peteresn, came abadrdé. Lngines ahead
stundard, 15 4t 0933 passed U.3.35. LOVER (I£30) abeam to
kO:t. 0935 passed gnaniAiLJ q“lL 10oa Bd _u-t. dt uj)b
d;JhL&L den Gate brldce dead ahesd, distunce 7 wlles. AU
touped en.ilies. Al lC)t

cr =] c‘"'

¥
.
L
.
f-..l

> S

1027 passed throuza nets. LU 104% 5 I S

e nes s tuird shewd, 5 knots, procesdiag to ancnorage in

Naval anciiorajse, 3an Franeisco Bay, Sun Fraaclseo, Ca-lIornid.

at 1115 pilot ledt sbip. at 1310 -.gugjtﬁd. bar:e came alonzsiusve
Commencel unldadin prunition. at 1725 completec unloading
gaatinition. ReuorueC Lo “daluL‘JE Incustrial Lanssor, san

‘IJLCiJGU, JJ_i:uJ.i_, in accouréagce Wwitld Souauuesr Jestoern Jos

Frontier despateoh zoZ352 July 1945.

28 July 1945,
altc.oraec 8 berors.

9 duly 1345,
ab 0740 wade preparations for eltlnzs unaeway.
At 0750 pllot, Lede oudth, cume LbDOwId. At O80€ U.3.3., JUPITER
underway ia obedience to Port DLirector's verbal orders of 27
July 1945, Sbtantarc speed was 12 knots, gtanding into ,lameda
v.rious courses at vurious speeds. .t 0847 YTB 181 aade

estldary on

-8-
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U.S.S. JUuPITER

IN REPLY

REFER TO: CONFIDENTIAL

AVS8/4al2
Serial No. 106=45

11/wjr

1 September 1945.

From: The Commending Officer.

To: The Commender in Chief, U.S5. Fleet.

Subject: War Diary - submission of.

Reference: (a) {aCIIiC Fleet Confidential Letter 2CL=44 of
January 1944.

1. In accordance with reference the followin
war diary for the month of August 135? gn a tég. ph

1 t to 31 Aug
AUZUS O_E.Jju ust %ﬁ*ﬁﬁa.s undergoinz conversion into

avi?tion supply vessel at nmship Building Cowmpany, Alameda, Calif-
ornia.

TYLEN KAUNE

K\\@W

142988



AVS8/M12 U.S.S. JUPITER 11/wjr
Serial No. 110-45 AVS-8
CONFIDENTIAL

WAL ULDLS 0 U UL

1 October 1945,

From: The Commanding Officer.
To: The Commander in Chief, U.S. Flest.
Subject: War Diary - submission of.

References (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CL-45.

N In accordance with reference (a) the following war diary
for the month of September 1945 is submitted.

1 September to 30 September 1945,
U.S5.5. JUPITER undergoing conversion into aviation supply
vessel at Amship Building Company, Alameda, California,

20 September 1945.
At 0825 U.S.8, JUPITER underway by tow to General Engineering
Corporation drydock, Alameda, Celifornia. Pilot and executive officer on
bridge. At 0931 moored in drydock,

26 September 1945.
At 1425 U,.5,8, JUPITER underway by tow to Amship Corporation,
~lameda, California. Pilot and exscutive officer on bridge. At 1537
moored port side to pier 1, Amship Corporation, Alameda, California.

30 September 1945.
At 1200 retarded clocks one (1) hour to conform with zone
plus eight (4£8) description,

144516
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il STORY OF s USS JU

This is the story of the AK-43, She is & pre-war C=2 cargo ship
named the "SS Flying Cloud® and commissioned as a unit of the Nevel
Trens.ortetion Service in San Francisco on August 22, 1942 as the "USS
Jupiter® under the command of Lieutenant Commender D. S, Baker, She Has=
n't the firejower or speed to go out and knock out the enemy but the part
she played in logistics more than made up the price the Navy paid for her,

She cerried her first load of carge the 15th of September to Pago
Pago, Samoa, Two days later she left for Noumea, New Caledonia, In
those early deys of the war the Jupiter's high pressure stesm turbines
crected 2 big headache for the black geng snd 2lthough she's clagsed as a
15,5 knot ship=--the chief engineer swears she's done 17=--some trips were
made in very slow time; »nd so it was the 23rd when the hook was dropped
in Dumbea Bzy, New Caledonis and the discharge of cargo began,

Her next triy was to Auckland, New Zealand meking the journey in
two dnys nrriving the twelth of October. After z quick dash to Well=-
ington, lew Zealnnd to empty the ship, course was set for San Francisco
cn the twenty=-first of Bctober arriving there November sixth.

The 19th found the Jupiter on her way for Port Fueneme for loading
~nd then Noumesa, From the twenty-fifth of November to the twelth of
December the ship was underway to Noumea with five thousand five hundred
gixty nine tons of cargo snd thirty-five men.

The end of 1942 found the Jupiter still in Noumea with unloading
uncompleted beceuse of s lock of lighterage and congestion on the dock.
Now let's look at the logisties record for the yesr. During this period
the ship traveled unescorted over e distance of twenty thousand six hund-
red tenty miles corrying supplies and troops to support the Gu~delcenal
invosion 2nd in four menths the ship hed crossed the equater four tizga.

By the thirteenth of January 1943, unlonding was completed ~nd new
cargo wers aboard for Tulegi, Solcomon Islends, Numerous trips were mede
to Lunge Point, Guedaleansl, but each night the ship retired to Tulegi
when "Weshing illachine Charlie™ came over to heckle Henderson Field,
This was the first action the ship saw,

From Tulagi the ship departed for Espiritu Santos Island, New
Hebrides the twenty-eighth of Jsanuary arriving there the 30th. At Es-
piritu Santos 2 Japenese Betty bomber and & Tony fighter, neither bedly
demaged, Ja anese torpedoes, and seversl passengers were losded on board.
With this unusual ecargo we started back to San Francisco the first day
of February and srrived without incident the sixteenth,




Repairs were begun on the ship immedistely after s~rrival., After o
months work which included removal of concrete from the superstructure and
installation of ports instenrd of windocws in the wheelhouse, the Jupiter
vas once more rendy for sea snd loading at Port Hueneme.

By the twenty=fourth of Morch all cargo was abonrd and course wes
set once more for Espiritu Santos where the ship l=id over until the
twenty=-first of April--whrt 2 long dreary wnit thot wes., Then it wos off
to Brisbane, Australin and scuttlebutt flew thick and fast about Australia
in general, and the beesuty of Austrelinn women in particular. Four days
loter part of them, at least, found the answerj eh ye¢s, we begen unload=-
ing enrgo too. ;

But it was a8 short stay and we were meking =all preper~tions to get
underwey for Sen Froncisco Mey fifth; and although everybody seemed to
like it there (during those early days an American wrs somewhot of a
curiousity) the crew were 2ll glnd to be going home.

Back in the States the 23rd, we undervent repeirs ngein which in-
cluded the exchrnge of the four inch gun snd the addition of n rrdor set,

June and o new executive officer arrived at the srme time. Lieua
tennnt Commander T, A, Whitrker relieving Lieutenant Stoll, The Jupiter
left the Stotes the 15th end nfter o run to Wnllis Island, started agnin
for Noumen, New Crledonin, Unlording there we went to Pogo=Pngo to
pick up some filirrirsis vietims and brought them beck to the St-tes
rrriving in the "I .7® the twenty-fifth of August.

After - four deoy rest during which time we londed provisions nnd
Senbees, we set out for Pearl Herbor, The men were detached there the
17th and all carge was out of the holds by the 22nd; new cergo, this time
vehicles snd emmumnition were londed.

The first invesion the ship retively participated in was Tarswan,
The ship left the eighteenth of November troveling sherd of twe convoys,
one consisting of battleships =nd light cruisers, the other mnde of
hesvy cruisers and carriers. The voyage wns relertively quiet, the routine
broken only by seversl emergency turns,

While pulling into on anchorage on the 24th, the ship rrn -ground
on n shorl, Backing the engines proved unsuccessful; hence there wns a
generrl sighing of relief when the ship flonted ensily off at high tide,

We commenced disharging cergo the 26th, The unlosding proceeded as
well as could be expeeted in view of the shortege of lighterrge, There
was very little excitement except one night when -~ couple of Jap bombers
flew over &nd blew up an oil dump. Toward the lrst of our stry, liberty
parties were alloved sshore; luckily nc one was killed but everyone left
with the sight of bloated bodies, scorched esrth and the hell of a beach
head lending stamped indelibly on their minds,
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Finrlly on the eleventh of December all earge was dischorged ~nd
orders were received to proceed to Perrl Harber nnd thence to San Fron-
cisco. It wes n Ghristnrs present to everycne nborrd to arrive on
Christrns Dny. The ship ohee more underwent repnirs »nd nltorations,

The score crrd of 1943: o nurmber of nlterntions ~nd instsll-tions
had tnken plnce=-=-she wes beginning teo lock like n different ship. ¥We hnd
a new "exec." by the end of thrt year, not mention all those tons =nd
niles the ship h~d under its "belt".

The 22nd of Jrnurry we begron losding and on the 27th the executive
cfficer, Lieutennnt Commrnder T.A, Vhitoker relicved Commonder D, S.
Brker ns commonding officer nnd Lieutenant C. W, Lutz, thz gunnery
officer, becnme the new "exec.*

With lording completed Februnry 2, the Jupiter got underway for
Penrl Hrrber ond in spite of engine troubls the trip vas mnde in six drys.

The ship left Fearl Harbor the 10th for Mojuro ctoll in the karshall
Islends, with the commander of the task unit ~nd his st~ff on borrd rs
convoy comrodore n~nd except for a’ false sub contoct the voynge wns un-
eventful,

From the eighteenth of Februrry to the thirteenth of Mrreh inelusive,
ceargc was dischrrged intermittently. Upon completion of unlo~ding
crders were received to proceed to Malin Isliand in the Gilbert Group
with one escort,

We lecaded cargo there frem the 15th to the 17th of Morch when we
returned to Majuro ntoll and unlcaded.

The ship remained anchored ot Majurc with intermittent unloading
until April fifth, We got underwny for Perrl Harbor with one escort
and entered the chnnnel scme eight days 1nter,

Ve discharged errgo there ond on the sixteenth of April we were
rssigned temporarily tc Fifth Amphibicus Forces., From this dnte the
Jupiter ncted ns rn AKA (crrgo ship assault) earrying troops, bo-ts,
snd invecsion enrgo in ~11 opernticns,

The first operaticn with the new group wns the invesion of Saipen,
After undergoing repairs we get underwny with men, cargo ~nd borts the
thirtieth of May 28 a part of Transdiv 10 in a convoy of scme thirty-
five vessels,

This trip was far from perceful the nction beginning on the first
of June when the report come cver TBS that » torpedc wins approrching at
right ~ngles to the convoy. An emergency turn wes executed.
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A short while later - torpedc wns reperted crossing the bow of =n eg=

cort corrier, This rissed, as well as the torpedo follcwing in its wcke,

by simie thirty yords. Three plones begnn firing into the water to ex=

plode o re~l cr foneied torpedo; a few minutes lnter n destroyer mincsweeper
reperted n sound contact and another emergency turn wes executed., The
search prcved fruitless and all ships resumed cruising dispesiticn.

Two days later we hnd rnother submerine scare resulting in two
erergency turns but no submarines or torpedoes developed, After o couple
of other fnlse repcyts things settled b-ck tc nermnl ond we peccefully
~poronched Tonnp~g Harbor, Seipon Islend on the 15 th, Thot morning one
of the destroyers nnde 2 depth chorge rtt-ck on a sound contact ~nd
lnter picked up one enemy from the wrter believed to be a surviver of
the ~ttock, Loter ~n A (~ minesweep) picked up twelve Joprnese from
the v ter, one refusing rescue, These were thousght to hnve been from a
vessel sunk the previous dry by the mnin ~tt-ck group which sank seven
vesg.ls off Saip-n, Membhers of the ~fter-gun crew reported cries in the
wnter during the mid-wrtch but no men were sighted. :

Scme of the bests of the ships in the convey made o feint to the
bcech but returned to their respuctive vessels; in the meantime the mrin
rtirek h~d begun by the Seeond Marine Division in various smrll beosts on
four benches on the scuthwest shore of Seipan, "H" hour wrs 0840,

We onchored five or six miles west of the be-ches due to 2 burned
out berring in the low pressure turbine while the other tr-nsports drifted
or used their engines to mrintnin position in the tr-nsport aren,

A1l dry the b-ttleships, cruisers, rnd destroyers bombrrded the corst
while errrier=brsad plrnes bombed ~nd strafed the be-ches, We s~w severnl:
vessels burning ~nd r huge oil fire at Charcn Kanca but we were toc far
out to note the effect of bombordment, That night there w-s ccnsiderrcble
confusicn vith the borts as they returned nnd could not find their mother
ships., Thcse that were nlongside their own vessels were hoisted, the rest
crdered tc the bont pool =t the beach,

The ship got underw-y nt sunset to retire, There wrs some confusion
ns port of the ships were separnted frem their divisions., Four enemy
plones ~tt-cked ~t this time., Most of the ships opened fire nnd as the
plrnes disappesrcd over the northern point of Saipsn cother vessels cculd
be seen takinz them under fire.

The next day pessed with two sir attecks; however none ceme closer
then five thousend yerds ~nd no damage wrs sustained by cur ships.

D% plus two wes considered safe encurh for ships to anchor end ecargo
begrn going off the ship that morning. The unloading wes short-lived
with the appesrance cf an enemy planc strafing six PBM's anchcred nearby,
We didn't open fire because of the ncerness of friendly ships and planes,



The rest of the dey prssed quistly enough except that an LCT neer the
herd of a eolumn entering that evening wes set ofire, The flames were
quickly put out,

Smoke leid by smell boerts kept enemy plrnes nwey the following dsy
end rs rmrunition was desperately nceded the winchmen were kept at the
winches dischrrging cerge even though "Flash Red" wna broadenst, Three
ayals" were rcported shot down by the combat =~ir pstrol thet evening.
Those beys did » wonderful job of protecting ships on thrt ond successive
opercticns. It was fortunate thet nc "brndits" (ie. enemy planes) came in
ns the four tronsports in Garnpan snchornge were lit up by carge lights,
and the anti-aireraft protection wns two to five miles to the westward
while the tronsports were now ~nchored 2 mile snd n half from Charon
Eenon, Plesnes could heve come in over Tapetchau Peak on Saipan only
taree milcs avay.

Crrge wes discherped for the next seventy=-two hours with little in-
terrupticn and =lthough "Flrsh Reds® were frequent, no attacks moterialized,

The evening of the twenty-second brought 2 little excitement--more
"G,Q." less sleep--with the bombinz of Saiprn by enemy planes, None of
the trensports opened fire as there was nc moon, the only light being
thrt of c¢nomy fleres dropped oh the beach., Plrnes could be hesrd =211
night,

The dischorge of errgo the next day wes held up somewhet by the short-
ape of borts; thrt and the return of enemy plenes. They dropped quantities
of white fleres illuminrting this ship snd most of the cothers in the
vicinity sufficient tc rend the "How to Abandon Ship" manunl and tc provide
accurste bombing but in the usurl blundering foshion they had no bombs
with them, or such is the suppositicn,

411 ships retired the 25th; we detnached s£ll trocps, left sll smell
bosts behind »nd set course for Eniwetok, Thst same night the ship
occupying cur previcus ~nchorage wns struck by n»n nserinl teorpedo,

Notable ~bout the operntion was the grind, night and day trying to
rush the crrgo between generel quarters with none ever getting ~ny sleep.
It wns » long eleven days.

After =~ bricf stop at Eniwetok, the ship preceeded to Kwejalein to
pick up errge for Pearl Horbor.

After the crrgo hnd been dischorged we moved to Moui, tock aborrd
troops of the 8lst Infantry Divisicon ~nd conducted ~mphibious landing re-
henrsels., Ve brought the trocps bsck te Honolulu the fifth of August,
londed mcre corgo ond troops and got underway for Gurdalesnal, Solomon
Islands with n new Captnin sborrd; Commsnder J.M. Bristecl relieving
vieutensnt Commeonder T,A. Whitsker,



Upon orrival the 24th we hrd ncre smphibicus rehenrsels and shoved
off for Pnlou Isl~nds. The trip wns mrde without incident in a week,

Unlc~ding of nssault cergo was begun immediately snd completed
September twenty-third in compar-~tive gquiet, considering the hours
spent »t zenersl quarters at Snipen,

The 27th found the Jupiter rt linnus Isl~nd in the Adnmirslty group--
the crew wrsn't sure NM-nus was =nother neme frr hell but they were con=
vinced it was part of the nether regions, After loeding part of the
First Cevelry Division there, orders were received to proceed to Hellendia,
Dutch New Guinen,

Following a short stsy there, the ship zct underway for Leyte Gulf,
Philippine Islands, Except for the mistaking of » few fish for submerines
the trip wrs routine.

The bosts nnd cargo started over the side the twenty-second of
October »nd the unloeding hed been completed by the next day. That night
while proceeding with ~n LST group (speed & knots) one of the LST's in
our left column took s torpedo. One of the PC's (patrol craft) went beck
to sssist her as she was dead in the water, We were very happy to re-
ceive orders to proceed shead of the convoy. The odd thing ebout it was
that the sub took the LST instesd of us; we were the only large ship in
the convoy.

After a short stop at P-lau, we proceeded to Guem Island in the
Msrienas. Stopping there long enough to pick up trocps snd cargo of
the 77th Infantry Division and deperted for Noumes, New Csledonia, Eight
days out, the destination of the Task Group was changed to lisnus., Ve
remeined there long enough to refuel snd the got underway for Leyte
for the second time,

Vle were sttacked once by "berndits"™ on the way but the attack was
quickly repulsed, the credit going to the excort carriers. The first
entrance of Leyte on D-day had been made so easily we were considersbly
surprised and perturbed at our reception the second time in.

We anchored, put the wosts over end prepared to discharge cargo.
The first day passed well enough with only bogies reported but the next
day, the twenty-fourth of November, the fireworks began, It was just
before sunrise when a plene suddenly appeared and dropped a bomb between
two ships, Following that we saw a good dogfight with our P-38s trouncing
the Japs. Suddenly a burning Zeke broke away from the fight end headed
for the "USS James U'Hara" anchored close by; it crashed a near miss,
The rest was anti-climetic but sufficient inspirstion to get the ship
unlosded by 1530 and 1730 we were on our way for Humboldt Bay, New Guinea.
Needless to say everyone was glrd to go,



Stopping only long enough ot Humboldt Bry to get the anchor wet, we
proceeded to Sansapor snd begen loading cargzo #nd troops of the 6th
Infentry Division the sixteenth of December. New Yeers Eve was spent
getting undervay for Lingeyen Gulf,

1944 had broucht many battle stars, end many grinding hours of
working cargo under fire in all sorts of werther, The convoy entered the
Chine Ses Jenuery 8, 1945 and was making its way towsrd Lingayen Gulf
when the rttack came, The time was 0539, We had heen at General Quarters
for three hours when we noticed 2 single motored Japanese plane gliding in
on our starbesrd quarter, mest-head height, 200 yards eway. In order to
sppreciate the significence of this attack one had only to look at the
thirty=-one tons of white phosphorus lashed on deck not to mention the 225
tons of rmrunition stored below in the holds, Just before reaching the
ship, the pilot gunned his engine and zoomed to the right passing over
the bridge; LST 912 reported 2 few minutes lrter a Japsnese plene hed
crrshed into her stern causing cesunltiés snd fire, At 1759 we begen
firing at two Jep "Zekes" on the starbosrd quarter. One plane departed
»nd the othcr swung sround the stern, passed parallel to us at an ~ltitude
of ~bout 1500 feet and when ebout 60C ysrds from the *USS Sumter," the
second ship in Transport Division 26 column, the plane dropped two bombs
vhich fell sstern of her, The planc then turned te sterbosrd end re-
versing her course, made a suicide dive on the "USS Callaway," the leading
ship, The fire which wns started wes extinguished in » few minutes-=-
the story is thot when the plene creshed it ruptured the fire mrin ~nd
literelly put itself out,

The next dey we onchored in Lingryen Gulf -nd began unloading.
Notoble events of the day included the nesr bombing of the Jupityr, the
borbinz of the "USS MMississippi," (the same plene loter crashed into the
stack of the HEAS Australis) and the near bombing of the ®USS Rixey,"

Unlonrding continued sporadicrlly the next two deys, then on the
third, » *Vr1l" went into 2 suicide dive on sn APD close by. There were
other -ttacks but only those in our proximity herve been mentioned.

Jrnurry thirteenth we left Lingeyen Gulfy there were no regrets,
The end of Janurry rnd the end of n journey, s the convoy steamed into
Ulithi in the Crrolines, We stayed there until the fifth of Februnry
then deprrted for Guam to lord for the Iwo Jima invesion,

The sixteenth of February the Jupiter was on the way from Guem %o
Ivo Jimn with enrgo snd troops of the 3rd Mrrines. Esrly on the morning
of the 19th we slowly moved inward, the borts were swarmihg to snd from
ships like bees »t a hive, The initinl lending ceme at 0900 and =8 the
doy lengthened the noise of brttle incrersed to a constant roar,




During those first few deys we didn't enchor, as we were expecting
air ~ttocks; consequently erch night we would retire ~bout sunset. The
second night we observed extremely henvy AA fire directly ~herd. Every so
often »n orrnge blob would plummet to the sea. e kept score by counting
a large blob for r bomber nnd » smnller one for a fighter, It was during
this rttrck the Bismrrck Sen wns sunk nnd the Saratogn received four direct
hits.

Unlonding presechted n difficult problem becruse of the swells ~nd
surf, smrll l-nding croft could not mnke it to the berches ~t =11, nor
be left in the rough water very long.

We snchored on the 24th, but it wrs necessary to keep the engines
turning over slowly to obvirte denger of dragging rnchor »nd to keep the
ship ns stesdy ns possible as well s form 2 lee for boots =2longside,

Even so it wns sometimes very lote before the borts were -1l hoisted,

We unlonded into smnll bonts for a week before we obteined larger crzft

to unlond. In addition the unlonding was slowed considerrbly ns they
wanted only certain mnterinl, mostly nmmunition, on the beach. The larger
londing ernft prescented cnother problem, first of 2ll it tecok every
hawser on the ship to hold them "nd secondly, the swell and rough sen con=
ditions crused both vessels to pound ngrinst erch other. '

We eh~nged nnchornge severanl times to get out of the wind rnd finally
ended up close encugh into shore that the yellow pennents 1laid by our
troops to identify our lines were clearly visible. During our stey there
the Jops took shots at us »nd sometimes the signrl men picked up parts
of Jap shells from the flyins bridge.

lizrch eighth we were detached from cne Task group snd told to rendevous
with another. "e met them the next day far out =t sea and were told to
follow movements of the Commander of the transport squadron.

Tle returned to Iwo Jima and shifted anchorsge to the western side of
the islend to losd vehicles snd troops; on the 16th it wes announced 21l
orgenized resistance hrd ceased a2nd the flag was hoisted over the Japanese
headquarters,

It beeceme tcoo rough on the western side and ~fter an LSM cracked
the bulkhcad of the barber shop, nearly sca&ring the barber to death, we
shifted beck to the eastern side. The tnsk unit wes ordered to get
underway for Guzm thet morning; however we weren't loaded rt the time nand
proceeded independently with trocps of the 4th MNarines aboard loter that
day for Eniwetok, e met them there the 27th end got underway for
Pearl Harbor the following day.

All boats, boat crew ond boat officers were transferred upon arrival,
Wie were sorry to see the men go 23 they hed done 2 splendid job but the
boats~--well thet wrs anothocr matter.




The troops of the 4th M~orines were teken to Maul the following dery
for rest cemp, Strong gusts of wind up to 35 knots and hesrvy rains ham-
pered unloading ccnsidersbly but by 0430 we were ready to return to
Fenrl Herbor, There we were transferred temperarily te Cincpoa.

After the hull damage which had been sustnined at Iwo was repaired,
the ship went to Honolulu to load,

e stood out of Homolulu May first with vehicles ~»nd men of the 1Oth
Army for Eniwetok, Ulithi nnd Okinswai The trip as far as Ulithi was made
independently, but from there to Okinawa we were part of a twenty-one ship
convoy which left June Twentieth,

Discharge of eergo begen the 24th at Hagushi nnchoring there through
the sixth of July. The unlording wes punctu~ted by "Flash Reds®" but nothing
of interest developed except one night n Jap flort plone come in right
ever the bridge with running lights on, It wns "spleshed" before it got
to the isl~nd,

July sixth we got underwsy for Penrl Harbor via Saipan, The Jupiter
arrived at Penrl Harbor the nineteenth of July. The same day an officer
eame nborrd snying "leleccme to Air Pac™ and bearing e dispatch vhich desig=
n~ted us to be detnched from Cincpoa, to report toc Commander Air Force,

U. S, Prcific Fleet »nd to proceed to San Frrncisco, It hed been 18 months
since the ship hrd been to "Uncle Suger® snd close to 24 months since there
h~d been any trensfers. Needless to say there wrs much gnity sboard
during the five dry trip to the Sgotes. Brocek home the ship was scheduled
for conversion to ~n ~viation supply ship to be design-ted the AVS-8,

Thether we go to ser rgrin in our new stetus or into the reserve is
the biz question now rs the ship nenrs completion; nonetheless her record
nlrerdy during this wnr sperks for itself: She traveled one hundred
thirty=five thousand two hundred eighteen miles, carrying thousands of tons
of supplies nnd troops to the verious fronts, all of which involved cross=
ing the equator 14 times and picking up 10 bnttle stars along the wey,

Alsc three men hrve rcceived decor~tions from the ship: The Bronze Ster

te Liecutennnt j.g. Fred Moffett for his initirtive,crreful planning ond
thorcugh supervision in the londing snd unloading of the ship for the

period of August 1944 to March 1945; The purple Henrt to E-rl Dotson Mokil3/c
for shropnel wounds in the foce sustnined ns bont crewsmnn during the
ngsault of Iwo Jimaj The Purple Hesrt to Frenk C. Andrews Sl/c for loss of
& finger sustoined ns bo~t=crewsmen during the sssault of Seipen.
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AKA3/AL2 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/jef

Serial No.
25 August 1944

QONFIDENTIAL ¥ 0374

From: The Commanding Officer.

To: The Commander in Chief, U.3. Facific Fleet.

Via: Commander, Transport plvision Twenty Six,

Subject: Actlion Reports.

References: (a) g%iiﬁ?nval Regulations, 1920, Art, 712,
b) Alnav i76o

¢) FaoFlt Conf., Ltr 2CL=44 .
d) PeoFlt Conf. Ltr 16CL-44.

Enclosures: “J(A) Action Reports Nos, 1, 2, 3, and 4.

1. In accordance with references (a), (b), (¢), and
(¢) enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith.

2. In accordance with reference (¢) an advance copy
of onoios:ro (A) has been forwarded to the Commander in Chief,
UsSe Fleet,

J. M, BRISTOL

"\ 85528




ANTI=-LIRCRATT ACTION BY SUNFICE SHIFS

Location of Ship »im lll!l won fﬂn WU-S 5. mn "i.“.‘3

by
5e
6.

74

Town, Sal Talond, Narianas
B i . Datelé June 194

Suprise Attack No

Method Picking Plane Up Reported by Hadar Guard Vessel,

(a) Lookout(s) or Special Lquijment Detector Operator(s)

Nade Initial Conteet py Redar, 30 miles élstauce.

Number of Plancs _ TWO.
Type of Plane Unknown Type of Lttack DAd mot attack,
Speed and Altitude 200 knots. 5000 yards,

Cuns Firing Size:' l;Q! 8 Nunber -::
Method of Control Jloocal Method Spotting DBursts.

2, Im. munition Expended 11 pounds 3"/503 5 rounde 5"/)8; Ja4 rounds

9

10,
1,
12
13,
L

100
16,

174

Percent Service Allowance Expended 1%

Lpproxinate Time Tracking To First Hits 508 24
Approxinate Time of First Hits See f24.
Lpproxinate Time First To Last Shot 1 minute,

Lpproyipate Position Angle Open Fire 600

Apprexinote Position Cease Fire 80°
Jprvexinate Bearing First Shot 370.
porexwmiaie euring Lest Shot 0%
JFrroxinate Range Firsy Shot 4000 yards

9 0374




18,
19.
20,

2le
22,4
23

Ry

254
26,

L i

Approxinate Range Last Shot, 5000 yards.
fpproxinate Altitude DBrrb Release NONG Fée NENENGNN Leased.

Approxinate Range Torpedn Nelease iino W ‘_”P'.‘o

Hit On Ship &% l“. __VWas 8hip 5 .,rafl‘e,e‘. No Size Cun

Nunber Near Bn:-:’: 1ticsas Cacunltier ¥ronm Near Misses
None ~ .

Planes Shet Dowmn Q) Faatt rosgeitle lanage

By Vhat Size Cun e M W [ e MW, W
i SN R . L e No

Detalls of Damage To tarpget Iv funfire 7 Aveileble
Apparent daango to plane

— — — i - - —— i —— _— e e e ———

S S L S S— S —— - - - — —— — ——— —

ultiuruotorr.

Perfornance of [frimvn. ion

S— — —— ———————

Pattern Sizes L0eS not GPPU- g
Time 0525, shlp on course 0809, speed 13 knots,
S KETCH
f ;‘.‘\\
\ f 4 5
A ' . "
' .'_’//! I . _"
9 034
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PRV I I S Il VINL Fee

ANTI-LIRCRAFT LCTION BY SURF/LCE SHIFS

Location of Ship Four miles due west of muu,s,s,mnm,m-n
toWl, Talpan ISIANC, NArianas
. . Date June 17 19 44

1, Suprise Attack Ho.

2, Method Fieking Plane Up Reported by vessel hoving radar guard.

(a) Lookout{s) or Special Pquiiment Detector Operator(s)

Yade Initial Contgel Dy

4Ls Number of [lanes ne
5. Type of Planc_Unknown Type of Attack VAV Bomb.
6. Speed and Altitude Flane dove So within 300 yds of water then
relecased bomb ou anchored rui's,
3*/%0 L4
7. Guns Firing Size§"/38 Nuribe e}
Method of Control Loeal lethod Spotting DUrsts

8. lmmunition Expended © Founds 37/50; 4 rounds 5v/38.

9. Percent Service Allowance Expended 1%
10, Approxinate Toe Trecking To Piray Hite_ 000 F24

11, Approxinate Time of First Hits dee 24
12, lpproximate Time First To last Shot 1 minute
13, Appreoxirate Position Anple Open Fire 1”

Ly, Aprprexinete Position Cease Fire 1”

15, prroxdiate Bearang First Shr_.-‘c______. 9_70.

16, ‘ppecvnate Bearing Lest Shov lﬁ'

——— o — —

2000 yds.

& M

17, Lpproxieate Range First Shot

9 0374



18, Approximate Nange last Shot, 0 o
19. Approxinate Altitude Brrib Release 300 ydge onb Unknown
20, ALpproxinate Nlange Torpede Nelease_None Smmmminfesssn droppod.

21, Hit On Ship Mome® ‘'/as Ship Straffed RO Size QU eeew
22, NMunber Near Bomh I!.‘.ss-as_l_»____{}nsuzltlc? Srom Near Hisses___m
23, Planes Shot DownHonesure rossitle  Damage
By What Sire Cun_ L - . o
24, Details of Darage To Torpet Iy Cunfire (2 Aveiloble NO apparent damage
by guanfire, ;!:2: daropped one bomb near 6 ano PBil's cause
PAABOBy— — - o e mm e

— e — — — . — —— —

25. Performance of /rinn. si-n Satisfaotory.

26, Pattern Sizes Does not apply.
Tiae 1847. Ship on oourse 250°, speed 13 knots.

> KETCH

/ .

o Re
{ f—
\
N A
(f G\J g
Le .k-- 4
/ 2= & =
¥ -2 7= v o
J’_-;_‘,_ - A7
...“c‘ 7 {/ Y ol ¢
.
j )
9 0374




JLDV.IICE COPY
ACTION REPORT #3.

ANTI=/IRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIFS

Location of ShipTwo miles due west of Charank«.s,S,JUpITER, AKedd

anca town, Salpan Island, Marlanas
Date_ 18 June 19 44

1, Suprise Attack _ No

2. Nethod Flcking Flane Up__Reported by redar guard vessel,

(a) Lookout{s) or Special Fguiiment Detector Operator(s)

Made Initial Contack Dy___Radar range 40 miles.
L, Number of Plancs ‘TWOe
5., Type of Plane Unknown Type of Lttack Did not attaock,
6, Speed and Altitude About 250 knots, 5000 yards,

or
7. Guns Firing Size ".lf”o. Nunberx .1:
Method of Control Looal liethod Spotting By Burests.

8, /rmunition Expended 3 rounds 3"/50; 2 rounds 57/38,

9. Percent Service Allowance Expended MLO! 1%,

10, hspproxinate Time Tracking To First Hits__ See j24.
11, Approxinate Time of First Hitas gee 24,
12. Lpproximate Time First To last Shot 1 Minute
13, Approximatc Dositich Angle Open Fire 65%

Ly, Arproximate Position Cease Fire 75%
15. .pproxinate Bearing First Shot 2000
16, Sppecxwate Bearing Last Shot 1’0.
17, Lpproximate Range First Shot 3000 yards




.

18,
19.
204

21,

25
264

Approximate Range last Shot, 5500 yards,
hpproxinate Altitude Drmb Release_ None  SEMEMRMEN Dropped

Approximate Range Torpedo Neleave _wweew Size of Torpede_ ewoes
Hit On Ship NOM® a5 Ship Straffed WO Size Gun  =w
Muber Near Borb Iicses NOB® Casualtics Mrom Near Misses ee

Planes Shot Do-.-m!gl:.h *3___iTossivla____ Danage

By What Size Gun e . °

Details of Darage To Tawpret I'v funfire 17 Aweilable NO appareat

damage %o planes, _ B T N

- — - —— — S SR L S S — —— i ————— S

Performance of /rowvn. :icn s.‘l.rﬂotor’t

— — - — ——

Pattern Sizes_ Does not apply.
Time 0530, Salp on course 280°, speed 5 knotes

SKETCH

y 4

0
"':;__:_'""'* .é-
=l

fu‘/@ﬂf “‘..rf} L

é:g t%# hot get dp.

9 0374

¢




ADV.IICE COPY .

T, - m
iAW A LUl Aol VIl ,{‘:IQ.

ANT I~/ INCRAFT ACTION BY SURF/CE SKIFS

Location of Ship Two and one half miles due y,5,5,JUPITER (AK=43)
west of Chardfkenoa vown, Saipan IsLland,Warianads —

s

2,

Date_ 18 June 19 L

Suprise Attack No

Method Picking Mlane Up__ By radar guard vessel.

(a) Lookout(s) or Special Iquijment Detector Operator(s)

Mode Initial Contaek Dy Radar distance 50 miles.

4o Number of Plancs _ pwp
5. Type of Plane Unknown Type of Lttack Did not attack
6. Speed and Altitude_300 knots, 3500 yards altitude.
7, Cuns Firing size I"/50 Nuber 2
Method of Control Local llethod Spotting By Bursts.
g, /rmunition Expended 5 rounds 3"/50.
9, Percent Service Allowance Expended  1/2 of 1%.
10, Approxinatc Time Tracking To First Hits__ See #24.
11, Approxinato Time of First Hits Sae #24.
12, /pproxinmate Time First To Last Shot 1 minute.
13, Approximaic Position Angle Open Fire m'
1y Arpreximate Position Cease Fire £5°
15, Wprroxinate Bearing First Shot 100°
16, Lpprexwmate Bearing Last Shot 120° =
17, .prroxumate Range First Shot 2300 yards,

9 0374



W,

fl

18,
19.
20,

21,
22,
234

2y

25,
26.

* e

Approximate Nange Last Shct_._mm
hkpproximate Lltitude Berb Release gope  imeeiiei dropped.

Lpproximate Nange Torpedo Relem’je_ None Size of Torpedo
Hit On Ship_Nope  'as Ship Straffed No Size (W ewes

Mmber Near Bomb Iioses__ee Cagualties Mrom Near lMisses ee
Planes Shot Dom@_qgs;-hma_::__i 088ible  eee Danape -

By What Size (in _ eseees o

Details of Damare To Torget Ly Cunfire 17 Aveilable No
apparent damage to plane,
Perfomance of /rimn.ion _gatisfectory. No casualty.

Pattern Sizes Does not _apply. o

Anchored heading 090°, Time 1715.

SKETCH

T

” Aa:g/é:/' Jitr

/\-> 222°

9 0374
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ADVANCE COPY B&m__ L0 017560

AKL3/A12 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/ jet
Serial No, __ 10U

« MmO r=nir B 1'-_-”‘1 f—‘n SEt

; ,.I:‘ L] Wbl 4
CONFIDUNTIAL

From: The Commanding Officer.

To: The Commander in Chief, U,S, Fleet,

Via: Commander Transport Division 26 (CTU 32.443).
; Commander Task Group 32,2
Commander Task Force 32.
Commender Vestern Pacific Task Foroes,
Commander in Chief, U,3, Pacific Fleet.

Sub jeet: Action Reports, "

References: (a) U, SE6?avy Regulations, 1920, Art, ?12
874 ¥
b) PacFlt Conf, Ltr 2CLe-Ll,
¢) PaoFlt Conf, Ltr 16CL-4),

Enclosures: (A) Executive Officer's ltr to CO dated 23
September 19&&.-pﬂ

= In compliance wit): reference (b) enclosure
(A) and the following action raport is submitted.

2e Chronological record,
16 September 1944

At 1500 the U,5,3, JUPITER, attached to Trans-
Div 26 whioh was Task Unit 32.4.3, oommenoed operating in
company with other ships of Task Oroup 32,2 in accordance
with CTG 32,2 Attack Order A20L-4iL. e U.5,8, JUPITER
steamed in cruleing disposition Zebra 3 in the area to the
goutheast of PALAU ISLANDS at a speed of 12 knots on various
gourses while waiting to land troops and ocargo at ANGAUR
ISLAND, PALAU ISLANDS, The U.3,8, JUPITER was fourth ship
in tho center column whioh oconsisted of six ships of Transe
Div 26, The six vessels of TransDiv 20 comrrised the risht
column and the four vessels of TransDiv 32 the left aolunn.
The fleet center was the U.S5.3. CALLAWAY (APA-35), -
U.5.5, FREMONT (APA=hl) carried the flag of the OTC, Ronr

wle

30008



AKL3 /A2 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/jef

Jerial No.
CONFIDENTIAL

Jub jeot: Action Reports,

- e e - O e O e = s - - - e - e = . - - e - - - = =- = =- -

Admiral W, H,P, Blandy. The entire force consisted of nine
APAs, three APs, two LSDs, two AKAs, and one AX, all loade
od with troops and supplies of the 8lst Infantry Division,
U,8, Army, as ocargo. ng the entire ANGAUR ISLAND
approach and landing operations no enemy forces wers en-
countered., !eather during the day was good, wind not over
6 knots, sea and swell not over two feet in height, and
vislbillty ranged betwoen five and fifteen miles.,

17 September 1944

At 0000 made approach to ANGAUR ISLAND, At 0510 ar=-
rived in Transport Areca #6 off northeast coast of ANGAUR
ISLAND, stopped engines, and lowered landing boats to the
rail, As LCV(P) /12 was being swung out, the eye splice
in the leg of the hoisting bridle pulled out., 7The boat
landed in the water en one side and sank, KONRATH, J, F,,
82¢, 727=24=66 Y%, USNR, wes struck by the boat as it
fell and auataina a baclk contusion, At 0643 commenoed
discharging priority cargp into ship's boats. On hoisting
one 0=8 bulldozer out of 43 hold, a cracked blade support
arm broke. Another was fabricated end welded in place
by ship's forece, At 0810 first wave of boats crossed line
of departure and at 0830, "George" hour, first wave of boats
hit Blue Beach on the east coast of ANGAUR ISLIND, At 0913,
with other vessels of TransDiv 26, olosed the beach to
Trans port Unlosding Area #8, VW ile in the Transport Areas
the ship wes maneuvered a8 necessary to kecep assigned pos-
ition, At 1010 ocommenced unloading general cargo into
LCV(P)s, LCTs, LC(M)s, DUWKs, and LVTs which began to arrive
alongside, At 1218 stuNoIE,’L,J,, BM2o, 244-26-03, USH,
wes strueck by a slinge-load of hateh boards and knooked over
the port side at #4 hateh striking an LVT alongside before
falling in the water, He sustained a2 ruptured small intest-
ine, At 1834 got underway with other vessels of Task Group
32,4 for night retirement into the arca southeast of ANGAUR
ISLAND, At 2215 KNIFFEN, A,D,, Pfo, 1806442, USA, fractured
his arm in several places in falling from the second to
third deok in #2 cargo hold durling derkness. Dyring the en=
tire day wind did not exoeed four knots and there was almost
no sea or swell, Visibility was excellent .,

--
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AXL3/A12 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/jet
Serial No,

CONFIDENTIAL

Subjeot: Aotion Reports

18 September 1944

At 0615 arrived in Transport Unloading Area #8 off
Blue Beach, ANGAUR ISLAND, At 0631 resumed unloading
cargo into ship's boats und other small lending oraft, At
1535, on arders from CTD 26, ceased discharglng cargo end
at 15&0 got underway together with other vesrels of Task
Group 32.4 for night retirement into the area southeast
of ANGAUR ISLAND, At 1928 U.8.8, MCDERMUT and U.9.9.
MONSAOEN reported bogles on radar soreen snd on Alr Flash
"RED" from CTG 32.6 went to General Quarters., No planes
were seen and Alr Flash "WHITE" wase glven at 2007. Wind
during the day did not exceced five knots and waves and
swells were not over two feat high.

19 September 19L4

At 0642 arrived in Transport Unloading Area off Blue
Beach, ANGAUR ISLAND, At 0645 resumed unloading cargo into
small boats, A%t 1751, sunset, darkened ship except for
sereened lights in ecargo holds and over the side. The
U.,8.8, JUPITER did not retire for the night but continued
disoharging cargoe using soreened corgzc lights., At 1815
went to General Quarters on recelpt of Air i"lash "RED" from
CTF 32 and secured from unloading cergo. At 1921 on re-
ceipt of Alr Flash "WHITE", peoured from General Quarters
and resumed unloading cargo., "Yind did not exceed five
knots, A slight swell for a few hours in the afternoon
somewhat hindered unloaciing. Vielbllity remained good.

20 September 1944

Unlonded cargo throughout the night and day using
soreened oargo lights after sunset, At 1813 on receipt of
Air Flash "RED" from CTF 32, secured from unloading cargo
and went to Ceneral Quarters, At 1936 Alr Flash " /HITR"
was received and ecargo unloading resumed, At 2115 BROWN,



AKY,3/A12 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/jet
Serial No,

CONFIDNTIAL

Subjeot! Action Reports,.
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H.E,, Sgt, 33015653, USA, fell into il deep tank in the

dark and sustained a Leinch scalp laceratlion, Wind blew
at 7«9 knot veloocity most of the day resulting in a sea

about three feet high which banged the boats againat the
side /nd made unloading more dirficult, Visibility re-

mained good.

21 September 1944

Continued unloading cargo throughout the day and night
usineg soreened carpo lighte durilng periods of darkness,
Wind ranged from one to six knots in velocity, and sea and
swell were not over two feet., Visibllity remained good,

22 September 19.J

Continued unlouding ocargo as on mrevious day. At 1430
commenced dlsembarking service troops of the 8lst Infantry
Division, U,S, Army., 1730 Completed dlscharging all cargo
and transferred all remalning troops ashore, Made prepar-
ations for retiring and at 1759 proceeded to join the for-
mation of TransDiv 20 less the U,5,3, LEONARD WOOD and
Ue.3,8, OAK HIILL, enc TransDiv 26 less the U,0.,5, WHITE
MARSH rfor nisght retirement into the arca to the southeast
of ANGAUR ISLAND, A rain squall in the afternoon with
winds up to 20 knots 'nd five-foot waves hampered unload-
ing oargo and troops., Another rain squall at dusk reduced
vigibility to 100 yards as vessels comme nced night retire-
ment, and continued for an hour,

23 Yeptember 1944

Returned to Transport Unlouding Area #8 o!f Blue
Beach, ANGAUR ISLAND, at 0643 and holsted on board the three
ship's boats previously left behind, Operated in this area
until 1700 et which time formed Task Unit 32,19.8 and de-
parted in acocordance with CTU 32,19.8 despatoh orders
231509 September 1944.




U. S. S. JUPITER 11/jef

AK43/ A2
serial No,. _

Je Qonolusions;
(a) Nisht Unlotdm%r
The UsS.3: JUPITIR remalned in the Trans- |
{grt Unloading Area the third, fourth, and fifth nights at
e objective. .t sunsetthe f. and’ DUKWs were seoured.
At dark the unloading of LOV(P)l and LO(M)s at the beaoh
was secured due to conditions at the beach, The third and
fourth nights a warning, Alr Flash "RED", was pas. ~Nl and
the shlip went to "e..ﬂ-raf. Quarters for approxlnmly
hour, The second night 2 LOTs and a few LCV(P)s and
LC(M)e reported to the ship, Those were loaded and re-
mained alongside and in the vieinity until sunrise. The
‘.'hird night the 3 1CTs made an average of two shuttle trips
uring the night. Five LO(M)s and ten LOV(F)s were load-
od and they remained at the ship until sunrise. The total
monnt of oargo discharged during the three nights amounted
qqproximtol! 550 tons. A8 all boats were loaded at
very little or no cargo was discharged prior m
0730. ®t 1s believed that night unloading is mot feasidle
unless the conditions at the beach permits the unloading
of boats after dark and a sufficlent number of boats be
returned to the ship to keep the hateh crews wﬂ . It
boats are not unloaded at. the besch at night an nloat
amount of carge ocan be discharged by m the Trans-
K:t Unloading Area until dark bctom retiring and returning
reto about one and one half hours after sunrise. This
would permit boat orews to sleep in their boats during she
nl.ght. and the  would be subslsted on rations. The 's
any would get some rest, cat breakfast, and man theiy
:m ions prior to the return of the boats, The Shore Farty
oould reet during the night and unload the boats At sunrise.
On return to the Unloading Area all hands would have obe
tained rest and food, and empty boats would be available
for further unludm.

(b) &Gi)s Versus Lol
. Duriog the #I Phase 1, opere
ation, half of the LCTs that wer oaded by Shh

-“_‘.



AKL3/A12 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/ jet
Serial No, _____

CUNFIDENTI

SybJeot: Aotion Reports,

ship had between 20 and 50 tons of their own organization
enuipment abonrd wiioh reduced the am unt of space for
oargo. In addition to the above equipment the LCTe were
ourrying only light lcads so the could beach without
damage, The LCTs were poorly handled ocoming alongside,
as many as four approeches having to be made before they
ware seocured alongside. This latter was especially
ncticeable when a bow to stern landing was renuired, The
most advan tage of the use of LCTe by this vesvel was

made whlle unlosding large vehicles and broken cargo,
Long delays were exverlenced in enotting palletized cargo
on 10Ts., A fimer 1ift on the LOCT would speed up the
handling of heavy boxes, pallets, eto, on LCTs, The LC(M)
io the ldeal boat for general ocarpgo unloading as it ocan
handle vehicles (except the larpgest), pallets, or broken
cargo, and it comes alongside promptly., The LC(M) drum
carrylng cepacity compares favorably with a lightly load=-
ed LOT, 80 for an LC(M) amd 250-300 for an LCT, It is
recommended that this ship curry 5 LC(M)s for its own use
until unloaded,

(o) Combat Loading

The U,8.8, JUPIT:SK was poorly loaded for
a combat operation, The dunnage was excessive, The ocargo
was poorly stowed for combat use, relatively smell quan-
titles of various priority cargo ooculd be obtained quiokly,
but when larger quantities were needed a great deal of
re-handling of other type cargo and tank tops had to be
done with the resultant loss in time., A ploked up ship's
platoon losded the ship and the assigned ship's platoon
did not report aboard until the day before sailing, It
must be recognized Ly the landing force that the best ree
sults on unloading can he obtalned if the unloasding per-
sonnel is the same group =22 the loading.pu'nnnol and
the commanding officer of the ship's platoon shouid not be
expeocted to land prior to his troops.

J« Ms BRISTOL




LU 01260
23 September 1944
From: The Executive Officer.
To: The Commanding Officer.
Subjeot: Conduct of Perscnnel of the U.3.5. JUPITER, ”
AKL3, durlng the Landing on Angaur Island, X
September 16-23, 1944. 3
Reference: (a) Art. 948, USN Regulations,
1. It was observed that the personnel of this

ship conduoted themselves in accordance with the best
traditions of the Naval service durinz the operation.
All hands displayed a commeniable spirit and put forth
their best efforts in dlscharging the ship., It 1s be-
lieved, however, that better results could have been
obtained by more airessive supervision of the hatech
working parties, who were lacking in eiperience and
trainiong in cargo ha:dling,.

0, w. LUTZ
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% UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET .
> ! COMMANDER TRANSPORT DIVISION TWENTY-SIX
FB7-26/A16=3/A12 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
Serial 00139 San Franecisco, California.
SECRET 5 October 1944

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to

e 0O TIPTTRR AKL3/A12 ltr
Ser 100 dtd 9/27/kL

From: The Cormander ANGAUR Assault Unit Baker (CTU32.4.3).
To: The Commander~in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: 1) The Commander ANGAUR Assault Group (CTG32.8).

2) The Commander ANGAUR Attack Group (CTG32.2).

3) The Commander Western Attack Force (CIF32).

k) The Commander Joint Expeditionary Force (CTF3l).

(5) The Commander Western Task Forces and THIRD Fleet (CTF30).
(6) The Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet.

Subject: U. 8. 8. JUPITER (AK43) - Action Report = Landing on ANGAUR
Island, (PALAU); Forwarding of .
1. Forwarded.
2. The classification of this report is changed from "Confidential®

to "Secret" because of the use of a code name on page 5.

3. Under the circumstances in this operation, the LCM(3)'s could be
used to better advantage than the ILCT(6)'s for unloading operations. However,
it is not believed that these advantages are normal. It was unfortunate that
LCT organizational equipment took up so much cargo space in the LCT's. The
Conmanding Officers of the LCT's used in this operation were inexperienced in
combat operations. It is recommended that LCT personnel, trained in combat oper-
ations,be used in succeeding operations and that inexperienced personnel be used
in the ICT pools in the rear areas, insofar as practicable. Recommendation as
to the use of finger lift in ILCT's is concurred in. This should be an allowed
item of equipment for the JUPITER., Time lost in lowering it to the deck of the
LCT before loading and hoisting it after completion of loading would be inconse-
quential compared to the time which would be gained by its use.

ke Due to the heavy load, over 2800 tons, carried by the JUPITER for
this operation, it was impracticable to have perfect combat loading. Consequently
calls for certain urgent items did necessitate rehandling of other cargo in order
to fulfill these requests. The present Commanding Officer assumed cormand of the
ship after it was loaded and therefore it was impracticable for him to control
the amount of dunnage used, which it is considered, was excessive for cambat oper-
ations and normal sea conditions expected to be encountered in the operating areas.
The personnel of the ship's platoon for loading the ship should be the same as for
unloading. It is agreed that the Commanding Officer of the Ship's Platoon should
be required to remain in the ship with his men until unloading is completed. Other-
wise, disorganization is liable to occur at a very inappropriate time.

3 1015




. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET .
' ; COMMANDER TRANSPORT DIVISION TWENTY-SIX
FB7-26/A16-3/A13 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,

Serial 00139 San Francisco, California.
SECRET ‘ 5 October 1944
Subject : U. S. S. JUPITER (AKA3) = Action Report = Land.ing on ANGAUR

" Island, (PALAU); Forwarding of.

- e mm s R e e R ER R Ee wR m R mm R e R O e W e e e e Em e e e e D e e O e e o me

5 Taking full cognizance of the heavy load in the JUPITER, inex-
perience and insufficiency of ship's platoon, errors in priority loading of some
items of cargo, inadequacy of ships crew, and unloading difficulties of various
types, it is considered that the performance of duty of the Coimanding Officer,
officers and crew on this operation is deserving of the highest credit.

Copy to:
USS JUPITER
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FB7-20/4A16=3 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET (cth)
Serial: 0065 TRANSPORT DIVISION TWENTY
SECRET
7 October 1944.
SECOND ENDORSELENT to
CO JUPITER AKL 57K 2§ S LT
Ser, 100 of 27 Sept. 194L4.
From: Commander Task Group THIRTY TWO POINT EICHT
(Commander Transport Division TWENTY).
To: Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via: (1) Commander Task Group THIRTY TWO FPOINT TWO

(Commander Group ONE, Amphibious Forces,
United States Pacific Fleet).

(2) Commander Task Force THIRTY TWO (Commander
Group FIVE, Amphibious Forces, U.S.
FPacific Fleet),

(3) Commander Task Force THIRTY ONE (Commander
THIRD Amphiblous Force, U.S., Pacific Tleet).

(4) Commander Western Paciilc Task Forces
(Commander THIRD Fleet),

(5) Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet,

Subject: U.5.8. JUPITER (AKAL3) = Action Report - Landing
on ANGAUR Island, PALAU Islands; TForwarding of,

15 Forwarded.

3 1015
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
AMPHIBIOUS GROUP ONE
File: Al6=3(2)/49 Fleet Post Office

San Franeisco, California

Serial: 0081
25 October 1

SECRET] v i
SECREI

1tr,

194k
From: Commander Task Group THIRTY TWO POINT TWO (Commander

Amphibious Group ONE, Pacific Fleet),

. 3 Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Via 3 (1) Commander Task Force THIRTY TWO (Commander Amphibious

GROUP FIVE, Pacific Fleet).

(2) Commander Task Force THIRTY ONE (Commander THIRD
Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet),

(3) Commander Western Pacific Task Forces (Commander
THIRD Fleet),

(4) Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet,

Subject: UeSeSe JUPITER (AkL3) = Action Report - Landing on
ANGAUR Island, PALAU Islands; Forwarding of,.

1. Forwarded without comment in the absence of Commander

Amphibious Group ONE, Comment, if any, will be forwarded by separate
correspondence upon the return of the Group Commander.

%r.

By direction
cc: ComTransDiv 20
ComTransDiv 26
CO JUPITER
J 1015



A9-8
Ser. X-b38

CRE
From:
To:
Via:

Subject

1.

o

COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUFP FIVE
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

4th Endorsement on USS JUPITER 1tr
AK43/A12, ser, 100 of 27 Sept. 1944

31 October 1944,

Commander Amphibious Group Five (CTF 32),
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

(1) Commander Third Amphibious Force (CTF 31).
(2) Commander Third Fleet.
(3) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

USS JUPITER (AK43) - Action Report - Landing on ANGAUR
Islands, PALAU Islands; forwarding of.

Forwarded.

Acting.

d 1015
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FE25/A16-=3 . '  THIRD AMFHIBIOUS FORCE J1/1o
OFFICE OF TRE COMMANDER

00353 hsom 1044

FIFTH ENDCRSEMENT to

CO, USS JUPITER Conf.
ltr. AKL3/A12 serial 100
dated 27 Bept. 19M|

Froms Commander Third Amphibious Force.
0 3 Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via (13 Commander Third Fleet.
(2) Commander in Chief, U. 8. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Action Reports.
l. Forwarded.

L A PUALAAA, —

T. S. WILKINSON.

Copy to:
€0, USS JUPITER
ComPhibGrp FIVE
ComPhibGrp ONE
ComTransDiv 20
ComTransDiv 26

J 1015

/3
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
16-3/(11) THIRD FLEET
S=E~C=R-E~-T X
\kﬁ 6th Endorsement on
<,\ G0, USS JUPITER Conf.,
ltr,, serial 100
: dated 27 Sept, 1944,
Froms Commander THIRD Fleet,
T ¢ Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via 2 Commander-in-Chisf, U, S, Pacific Flset,
Subject: Action Reports,
1, Forwarded,

nUBT, B. 'T_J}i\':;.t'.'.fn :
Chief of Staff; - >

plsept- & B
60961 12 MAR 1945

7 ﬁJLEnderaouonx

nC Paeifie Flpet
fo c;vhkfv*‘fi

vVias
1. Forwarded.

O\N

G. E. PRALL

’ by direction
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Serial iUJ

U. S. S. JUPITER
CONFIDENT;&L ;
26 October 1944,
!J",’" 'PJ[EL;\_; U Ui~dLs
From: The Commanding Orricer.
To : The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Via : Commander Transport Division 26,

Commander Task Group 78,6,
Commander Task Force 78.

(Commander Seventh Amphibious Forces)
Commander Sovemth Flcot,

Subject hotion Report - CENTRAL PHILIPPINES OPERATION,

References: (a) Article 712, 874(6),., U.S. Navy Regula~
tions, 1920
(b) Seveath /mphibious Force Lottor FE25/Al6=
3(3), sorial 0212, of 17 February 1944,
(o) Pacific Flodt Confidential Lotters 2CLeLl,
and 16CL-L4,
(d) Pacific Floot Confidential Notico 26CN=LL,

1 In compliance with reference (a) to (d) inclu-
sive, the following action roport is submitted.
2, Chronological record,
’ ¢ The U.S.S. JUPITER, anchored at Seeadler Har-

bor, Manus, Admiralty Islands, was attached to Transport Div-
ision 26 of Task Group 78,6, 'On the 4Lth of October commenaocd
loading cargo of tho 1lst Cavulry Division in accordanco with-
Commander Transport Division 26 despatch 040105 Octobor 1944,
and Commandeor Allied Naval Forces, South West Pucific .Lrocas
Oporation Plan 13-44, and conplctod loading on 6 Octobor 1944,
The cargo consisted of:
602,0 Tons of vchicles (146 vchicles).
600,0 Tons of Enginooring Equipnont,
85,0 Tons of Quartornaster Supplies,
2,0 Tons of Chemiccl Warfare Servico
Equipment. :
20,0 Tons of Ordnancc Supplics.
17,0 Tons of Signal Supplios, ‘
90,0 Tons of /rmunition (40 MM =nd ?o MM)
88,0 Tons of Diesel Fuel (400 Drums
2#9 7 Tons of Gasoline (1136 Prums),
Tons of Motor 011, E-20, (26 Drums)
.8 TODS Of G’l‘u'lBO Gﬁﬂl .

96746 1 -

11 02265



AKL3/512 "
Serial __109 ,
U. S. S. JUPITER
CONF IDENTIL\L
4 U I":|
Subject: Action Report - CIENTR.L PHILIPPINES OPER.TION,

I;’EI‘g Tons of Greasé (GPe2),

p g Tons on board,

This cargo was loaded by service forces of the U.S. Army, lst
Cavalry Division, of which, 107 enlistcd men and 6 officers
renainod on board for transportation and 90 wero put on board
tho U,S8.S. LEON for transportation, Wecather conditions wore

good while londing oxcopt for sevoral thunder-showers with
attondant reduced visibility,

Aftor conplection of loading, the U.S.S. JUPITIR
renained at anchor until 1614, 13 Oectobor 1944, at which time
she procecded, in oonp;nﬁ with the U.S.S. LEON, to Hollandia,
escortod by tho U.S.S. HOPEWELL, At 0954, 1h Octobor 194k .
hold anti-aircraft firing practice and expendod 638 rounds of
20 MM, 7 rounds of 5"/38, and 18 rounds of 3"/50 amfunition.
ALftorwards the érew wns cxorciscd at goneral drills, At 0642,
15 Octobor 1944, anchored in Humboldt Bay, Hollandia, Now
Guineca, it 0815 received Comnrnder Task foroc Sevaenty-Eight
Oporation Plan 161-LL, and Cormandor Task Group Seventy-Eight
Point Six Operation Ordor 7-44, and cormnonced operating in
accordance therewith, At 1500, receoived fron 592nd Enginoor
Boat and Shoro Regimont, AP0 565, one LCM ~nd crow of fivo
U.S, Arny onlisted rnen, During this poriod the weather was
gonerally good, with wind not c¢xceeding 8 knots, Thore woro
a fow short-lived thunder-showers, and visibility was fair to
oxcolloent,

At 0506, 16 October 1944, got underway and aft-
er cleanring the harbor took station in iuxiliary Section One,
of Task Grou¥@78.6 as third ship in centor-colunn, astern of
the U.S.S, STORM KING, Tho U.S,S. CALLAWAY, 1loading ship of
center colunn, is formation‘guide, OTC is Captain S.P,JENKINS,
in the U,S.S, CRESCENT CITY, 1louding sbip in left 6oluan,
Standard distance and interval in Auxiliary Section Onc is 600
yards and 1,000 yards respectively, d4stern of Juxiliary See-
tion One are twelve ICIs, Group 44, in two lines, distance and
interval 300 yards, .istern of thenm arc thirty-one LSTs and
the ARL #41, in five lines, intorval and distance 500 yards,
Following them are six XAKs, arranged in three columns, dis-
tance and interval 600 yards and 1,000 yards respectively,

- ’ -
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AKL3/M2 '

Serial 103 |
CONF IDENTIAL U. S. S. JUPITER
SWINIFUDER]T AL
Subject: Action Report - CENTRAL PHILIPPINES OPERATION,
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The screen consists of four DPs and two FFs, Air cover is
provided by Task Unit 77.4.25, which consists of two CVEs and
two DEs as their screen., This Task Unit is stationed astern
of the XAKs. These‘ sections comprise Task Group 78.6, Rein-
forcement Group Ona, Northern Attack Force, of the Central
Philippines Attack foroe. The passage to Leyta, Philippine
Islands, was made without incident, Weather was good, the
wind never exceeded 12 knots, visibility was generally good,
and the sca was slight,

At-QB50, 22 October 1944, anchored in the
Transport Area, 5,000 yards from White ﬁeach, Leyte Island, -
San Pedro Bay., Tho 90 soldiers, who had helped load the ahip,
arrived from the U.S.S. LEON and assisted the soldier-passen-
gers in unloading cargo. Unloading was commenced at once upon
anchoring, and coptinued throughout the night exsept for two
inteuptions when Air Flash "RED" was given and the crew -
went to General'Quarters., Unloading was completed at 1200,
23 October 1944, tnd all soldiers were sent ashore shortly
theroafter. While at Leyte, four Air Flash "REDS" were re-
ceived., The first while un&erwny approaching the anchorage
at 0735 the 22nd, and lasting but eloeven minutcs; the second
at 1836 the same day and terminating one hour later; the
third on the following morning at 0524, followed by Air Flash
"WHITE" at 0629; and the fourth at 1815, while standing out
of San Pedro Bay, This last was followed by Air Flash "WHITE"
at 1824, and was the only one in which an enemy planc was
secen, nithough on each o¢casion some anti-aireraft fire from
other ships was observed., This‘-plane was seen to dive on a
ship anchorod in San Pedro Bay, several miles astern, After
the two Air Flash "REDS", received while at anchor, the or-
der to moke smoke was given by CTF 78, Both forward and aft-
er generators mode smoke and two boats were dispatched 1,000
yards to windwampd, to-make smoke and drop smoke floats, At
1655, 23 Octobenr i92h got underwey in obedience to CTF 78
seorot dispatech 230627 October 1944, os part of Task Group
78.11, and formed cruising disposition "C-1", Task Group is
composed of 23 LSTs, OTC is Commander Linthicum, in the LST
1018, which is guide ~nd lending ship in right center col=-
umn, JUPITER ia the sixth and last ship in the right col«
umn, Sereen is-furnished by two PCs and one PF, At 2330
24 October 1944, two explosions were observed to port. At




AKL3/A12 ‘
Serial 109 é

CONFIDENTTAL U. S. S. JUPITER

CONFIDENTIAIL

Subject: Action Report - CENTRAL PHILIPPINES OPERATION,

2331, all vessels, on orders from the OTC, made a 4L5° emors
gency turn to port, and increased speed to Flank Speced, it
the same time the LST 695 reported that she had been torpo-
doed and was dead in the water, For the next hour and a half
all ships made smoke from their smoke generatérs, on orders
from the OTC, The LST 686 later succeeded in taking the dis-
abled vessel in tow, and the'LST 170 stood by, All three ves-
sels, escorted by the PC-598, were ordercd to proceed to their
destination. Two hours after the torpedoing, the remaining
ships of the Task Group rcsumed standard speed and base course.
At 1330, the U.S.S., CARSON CITY, PF-50, reported a sound con-
taect and dropped depth charges, She rcmained with the contact
for two hours, then roported that the contact proved to be nog-
ative, All ships went to General Quarters on order of OTC, At
0505, 26 October 1944, thc U.S.S. JUPITER left the formation
and procecded to Kossol Passnge. Palau Islands, escorted by
the U.S.,S8, HOLYWORTH, DD 592, The weather was good, wind did

not oxceed ten knots, visibility was moderate to excellent,

and the sea was slight,

3 Conclusions,
’ It is reccommended that the practice of carry«
ing part of the ship's platoon on an APA or AP be continued,

in order to relieve the inadequate living and messing facil-
itics of the U.S.S. JUPITER,

J. M, BRISTOL
"~
>
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AKAI/AL2 11/Me 4
Serdal _2.45 . U.S.S, JUPITER (AK 43) t Vdogy

16 January 1945,

From: The Commanding Officer,
To 1 The Commander in Chief, U,5. Fleet,
Via @ Commander Transport Division 26,

Commander Task Group 78.5.
Conmander Task Force 78,
Commander Seventh Fleet,

Subject: hetion Report - LINGAYE!N GULF OFERATION,.

References : (a) Article 712, 874(6),, U.S, Navy Kegulations, 1920,
(b) Seventh Amphibious Force letter FE25/A16-3(3), serial
0212, of 17 February 1944,
¢) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letters 201-44, and 16CIs4é,
d) Pacific Fleet Confidential Notice 26CN=44.

1, In compliance with references (a) to (d) inclusive, the fol=
lowing action report is submitted,

2 Chronolegical record,

On 7 December 1944, the U,S.S. JUPITER, attached to Transe
port Division 26 of Task Unit 76,4.,17, completed logistics at Hollandia,
New Cuinea, and commenced operating in accordance with CTF Operation Plan
103=444 4t 0600 (zone description «9) 12 December 1944, got underway
with Task Unit 7&.4.1’? for Sansapor, New Cuinea, in accordance with CTU
Movement Order 2-44, 'fhe same day anti-aircraft firing practice was held,
This vessel expended 5 rounds of 538, 9 rounds of 3"50, and 335 rounds
of 20 MM ammunition, After anchoring at 1301, 14 December 1944, in San-
sapor Anchorage, Task Unit 76.4,17 was dissolved and Task Group 78,5 vias
organized, WVeather was good with light winds and good visibility,

On 16 December 1944, in compliance with visual despatch
150730 December of Commanding General 6th Infantry Division, U,5, Amy,
commenced loading cargo. Continued loading cargo through 21 December,
Fesumed loading 26 December and completed loading 29 December. The carge
consisted of:

747,93 Tons of Vehicles (186 vehicles),

753 Tons of Engineering Supplies.

89453 Tons of Automatic Ordnmance,

8,2 . of io Equipment,
31,0 ‘0R ’l& £ wb-403 Chemical Ammunition,

390.0 Tons of P,0,L, Supplies,
225,52 T : tion,
150.0 ﬁﬁ & f tions,
\ 1,717.48  Potal tens en board,
\ “le

&—*




AKA3/A12
Serial 2e45 o U.5.5, JUPITER (AK 43)

11/ 3Mc
16 January 1945
Subject s Action Report -~ LINGAYEN GUL™ OPERATION,

The cargo brought on board 16 - 24 December was loaded by 110 Combat and
Service Troops of the 6th Infantry Division who left the ship on complet-
ion of this loading., The cargo brought on board 26 and 29 December was
loaded by 54 Combat and Service Troops of the 6th Infantry Division,
These men remained on board as passengers. In addition 10 officers and
83 Combat and Service Troops of the 6th Infantry Division came on board
27 December, making the total passengers 10 Officers and 137 Troopa. On
the night of 28 December a Japanese plane was spotted by scarcalights
over Sansapor Anchorage. It was fired upon by shorc battcries  Early
in the morning of 30 December another Japanesc plane was spottcd and

was shot down in flames off Cape Opmarair Vhile at Sansapor a moderate
northwesterly swell, which is characteristic of this exposed anchorage,
caused excessive rolling and made loading difficult. There werc several
wind and rain squalls during which it was necessary to suspcnd loading
operations, Visibility was good cxcept during these squalls,

At 1550, 30 December 1944, got underway with Task Group
78,5, the Blue Beach Attack Group of the San Fabian Attack Force. This
vessel took station as the fourth of five ships in the right hand col=
umn, The transport Group, Task Unit 78.5.1, consisted of eight APA'S,
three AP's, one AKA, two AK's, three 1SD's, one 1SV, one APH, and onc
A0, in four columns of five ships each, OStandard distance and interval
was 600 and 1000 yards, respectively, The U,S.S, FREMONT (APL 44),
fleet gulde, carried the flag of the OTC, Kear Admiral W, M, Fechtler,
Lstern of the Transport Group were the LST group (Task Unit 7€.5.,5),
LSy group (Task Unit 78,5,6), and LCI group (Task Unit 78,5.8), each
of vhich formed a station unit, Thc screcn was composed of Task Unit
78.7.2 and Task Unit 78.5.7, The first threc days out three anti-aire
craft burst firing practices were held in which this vesscl ecxpended
27 rounds of I"38, 78 rounds of 350, and 1,746 rounds of 20 1 ammuni=
tion, Vessesl were exercised at tactical maneuvers on 31 Decombor 1944,
and 1 January 1945, On the night of 31 December all ships made funnel
smoke and smoke from fog oil generators, On the morning of 2 January
1945, Task Group 79,5 and 79.6 took station astcrn of this Task Group,
The following morning Task Group 7€.,1 and the U.S5.S. MLRCUS ISLAND
(CVE 77) and U,S.S, KiUASIAN BAY (CVE 76}, took station 14 miles ahead
of this Task Group. Air coverage was furnished by the two CVE's, On
receipt of Flash "RED", wen! to general quarters once on the 3, 4, and
6 January and four times on 7 January, bnt no enemy planes were sccn,
At 0245, B Januvary, went to general quarters on rcceipt of Flash “RED,
At 0315, on orders from CTG 78.5, commenced making smoke, At 0539 a
single motor Japanese plane was secn gliding in on our starboard quarter

- -
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AK43/M12
11/ 3ue
Serial 2-45 o U,S,.,5, JUPITER (AK 43)
16 Jamuary 1945,
Subject s Action Report - LINGA !EN GULF OPERLTION

at mast head height at a distance of 200 yards, before reaching the ship
the pilot gunned his engine and zoomed to the right, passing just over
the bridge, Nine minutes later IST 912, astern of this ship reported
that a Japanese planc had crashed into her stern, causing some casuale
ties and starting a fire which was socn extinguished, At 0659, on ore
ders from CTG 78,5, transports ceascd making smoke, At 0759, took une
der fire two Japanese fighters on our starboard quarter. One departed
on the starboard quarter, The other swung around the stern, paralleled
the fleet course, passed on the port side betwcen Transport Division 26
and Transport Division X ray, at an altitude of 1500 feect., Vhen about
600 yards from the U,5,5, SUNTER, the second ship in Transport Division
26 ool this planc droppod two bombs which fell astern of vhe U,S.5.

plane then turned to starboard and reversing ner course,
nade Y Mﬂde dive on the U,5.5, CALLAWAY, the leading ship of Transe
port Division 26 column, The fire, vhigh was started, was extinguished
in 2 few mimutes., The U.S5.5. CALL.WLY ghcered out of column to starboard
but shortly afterwards resumed hcr regular etation, Flash “WIITE" was
received at 0910, Vent to gemeral quartcrs at 2001 on receipt of Flash
"RED" and sccurcd at 2022 on receipt of Flash "WHITE", During thc pase
sage to Iingayen Gulf, weather was good with light winds, good visibile
ity, slight sea, and low swell,

9 January 1945,

At 0320 entered LINGAYEN GULF, Tent to gcnera.l quartors
at 0530 upon receipt of Flash YRED* and sccurcd on receipt of Flash
"HITE" at 0602, Observed anti-aircraft fire on our starboard bow but
saw no plancs, Fifteen minutes later Flash "RED" was received and went
to genmcoral quarters, At 0716 rcceived orders from CTU 78,5.1 to come
mence operating in accordance with CTG 72,5 Attack Order 2«44, Lt the
same time observed anti-aircraft firing by ships on our port bow direct=
ed at a plane flying over the western shore of lingayen Gulf, Plane was
not brought dowmn. £ half an hour later two planes were fired upon by
ships in Lingayen Gulf but were not shot down, At 0749 anchored in
Transport Arca "B", bearing 312°(7) and 10,000 yards from Bluc Beach,

At 0825 all 1anding boats ware watoxhbome and were dispatched to other
tmnsports to land troops, cquipment, and cargoe, At 1305 went to genm-
eral quarters on receipt of Flash "RED", . plane was secn to bomb the

U.5.5. MISSISSIPPI and then crash inte the forward stack of the HMAS
AUSTRALIL, Secured from gemeral quarterc at 1402 when Flash "WHITEY
‘was received, Vent to general quarters ut 1730 when Flash "FED" was
received, At 1737 got underway to shift anchorage. .t 1820 anchored
4000 yords, bearing 314° from the center of Blue Beachy On Flash

)




AK43/012 1
Serial __2e45 o U.S.S. JUPITER (AK 43)

11/ e

16 January 1945,

Subjects Action Feport - LINGAYEN GULF OPERATION,
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"YHITE" sceured from general quarters at 1824, only to go back again at
1842 on Flash "RED", /it 1858 opencd firv witﬂ two 3"50s8 and one 5"38 on
a Japanese bomber on our starboard bow, range 6000 yards, Fifty or more
ships were firing on this plane with no apparent damage to the plane,

No sooner had this plane gone out of range than the ship's starboard guns
opened fire on a Japancse plane passing from stern to bow, altitude 5000
feet, Two bombs were scen to fall near the stern of the U,S,S. RDEY
(APH 2), anchored on a bearing of 022°(T) and distant one mile. The plane
then turned to port and reversing its course passed on the port side of
this vessel about the same altitude, Port batteries opened fire without
effeet. Secured from general quarters at 1958 on receipt of Flash "WHITE",
Seven minutes later were at general quarters again after another Flash
WRED", Flash "WFITE" was given at 2015, .t 2110 Flash "RED" was rcce
eived and general quarters sounded, Secured at 2159, Commenced unloade
ing cargo at 2224,

10 January 1945,

At 0248 ceased unloading cargo as no Mghterage was availe
able. L%t 0520, on a report that encmy swimmcrs had damaged the U,S.S.
ROBINSON, (DD=562), by exploding a cherge against her side and that Motor
Torpedo Boat attacks had been made on the IST 925 and U,S,S. WARHAWK
(AP-168), placed a patrol ‘of two ICV(P)s around the ship to puard against
such attacks, At 0604, upon receipt of Flash "RED", went to gencral quare
ters, At 0638 commenced making smoke, Anti-aireraft fire was seon but
no enemy planes were observed., Ceased making smoke and secured from gene
eral quarters at 0738, on receipt of Flash "WHITE"., Resumed unloading
cargo at 0758, Continued unloading cargo until 1250 when the ship got
underway to shift anchorage, While hoisting out a 1 ton trailer about
1130, the ship took several 15° rolls, The trailer being tipped in its
8lings by hitting the gunwhale of ICM and dumping its cargo, Part of
the cargo was recovered, Mooved 1000 7ards to the northwest, as the
swell in close to shore made difficult thc unloading of cargo into emall
landing craft, At 1255 anchored 5000 yards, bearing 3159 from the center
of Blue Beach, At 1320 resumed unloading cargo. lighterage not being
available, ceased unloading cargo at 1530, .t 1900 went to general quare
ters on receipt of Flash "RED", Observed anti-aircraft fire and a plane
crash into the water, /At 1911 commenccd making smoke, ..t 1943 ceased
making smoke and secured from general quarters on reccipt of Flash WWHITEM,
Sixteen minutes after that another Flash "RED" was rcceived, to be suce
ceed twelve minutes later by Flash "UHITE",

wlbew




LK43/112

11/ e
Serial 2-45 . U.5,S, JUPITER (LK 43)

16 January 1945,
Subjects iction Report - LINGLYEN CULF OFERATION.

11 January 1945,

Flash "RED" was reccived ot 0545, 0656, and 0B09; Flash
"WHITE® was received at 0614, 0712, and C3©, Uencral cuarters was sound=
ed on each Flash "RED", Made smoke fram 0703 to 0722, No emmey plancs
were seen, FResumed discharging cargo at 0N32 and continucd “hrough the
day and night, except when interrupted "y teneral quarters, From 1305
to 1322 were at gencral quarters on ordcer “rom CTG 78.5. Lt 1852 observed
anti-aircraft firc in the diroction of the town of Lingayen, Vent to gen=
eral quartcrs, Three minutes later followed Flash "RED", Made smcke from
1815 until 1949, Anti-aircraft fire was ohserved to the north ot 1934,
Flash W HITE" was received at 2020 and crew sccured from pencral quarters,
At 2110 wont to general quarters on receipt of Flash "RED" and sccured at
2114 on receipt of Flash "UHITE",

12 January 1945,

Continued unloading cargo throughout the day., 4t 0617 went
to general quarters cn receipt of Flush "RED", Commenced making smoke,
in hour later opened fire with all starbeard batteries on an cnemy plane
which was starting to dive toward our transports anchorcd 2500 yards to
the north, Other vessels commenced firing about the same time. The plane
immediately pulled out of his dive and levellins off, flow awny wo the
east, Ceased making smoke on reccipt of F.ash "WHITE" at 0746. While in
the process of securing from general quarters, a plane was scon to be under
fire from ships anchored to the west, The general alam was given ond the
port 3"50 battery opened fire on a "VALY which went into « steep dive and
erashed into the U,5.S, BELENAP (APD 34), abcut two miles to tne northwest,
At the same time two bombs were Scen to lund in the water near 2 DD about
2 mile away to the northwest, /At 03841 seccured from peneral quarters on
rcceipt of Flash "WHITE", At 1845 scunded gencral quarters or rcccipt of
Flash "RED", Commenced making smoke and continucd until 1901. Secured
from general quarters at 1928 on receipt of Flash "WHITE",

13 Januvary 1945,

Cargo unloading did not commence until 1040 as no lighter-
age was available, .t 1637 completed unloading cargo, At 1700 disembarked
all passengers, .ent to general quarters on receipt of Flash "RED", Got
underway at 1722 and joined Task Unit 78,11,3 which consisted of 1 AGC,

3 APAS, 4 LKis, and 2 iKs, OScrcen consists of 2 DDs, 3 DEs, and 1 APD,

e 5o




AKA3 /112

1 11/ Me
Serial _ 2.48 » U.S.S. JUPITER (4K 43)

16 January 1545,

OTC is Rcar Admiral I.N, Kiland in the U,S.S, MOUNT MC KINLEY (AGC=7),
fleet guide and leading ship of the center column, Standard distance and
interval is 600 and 1000 yards respectively. There are thrce ships in
the right and left columns, and four in the center column, The U,5,S,
JUPITER is the second ship in the right hand column, Secured from gens
eral quarters at 1750, Observed what appeared to be a large gasoline
dump on fire on Bauang Point. Departed Lingayen Gulf at 2045, Veather
while in Lingayen Gulf was good except for the moderate swell experienced
close to the beach, Visibility was good, there was no rain and winds

were light,
14 - 15 January 1945,

Continued on voyage to Leyte, Course was through the
South China Sea and Sulu Sea,

16 January 1945,

Anchored at Leyte Gulf in berth #53, five miles bearing
133° from Taytay Point., Dissolved Task Group 78.11.3 and revertod to
Task Group 78,5, During the passage weathcr was oxcellent, winds were
light, sea was slight and visibility was gocd,

30 Performanece of own ordnance material and equipment,

14(a) The armament of this vessel ecnsists of one 5%38
dual purpose gun, four 350 dual purpose guns and eight 20 MM guns .eqe
uipped with mark 14 sipghts, All of these batteries were brought into act~
ion on several occasions. There were no casualties on any of these bat-
teries and the performmance of all were satisfactory, considering the fact
that there is no fire control equipment for the 538 and 3"50 batteries,
All gun crews gave a gocd performance while in action and there were mo
apparent training deficiencies. This wvessel has no salvo buzzer or cease
firing bell at the gun stations and some difficulty was expericneed in
getting the “cease firing" signal transmitted to gun stations by sound
powered phones, The 3"50 gun with present local control methods is cone
sidered ineffective as an anti-aircraft weapon, The rate of elevation
and train makes it difficult to get on fast moving air targets, It is
recormended that the present 350 battery be replaced by four twin mount
40 MM guns, Segme satisfactory replacement for the originally scheduled
MK 50 director shculd be provided for contrel of 538 battery.
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(b) immunition expendcd was as follows:

DATE FIRED 5"38 3"50 20 MM

€ January 4 rounds 6 rounds 288 rounds

9 January 5 rounds 38 rounds

12 January 3 rounds 14 rounds 164 vounds
TOTAL 12 rounds 58 rounds 452 rounds

{¢) No hits from this vessclis guns were observed on
Japanese planes, Three planes were scen to dive on ships through a hail
of 20 ¥ fire, The 20 MM projectile is apparently too light to stop a
plane, /A hit by 2 much heavier projectile is needed to stop a suicide -
dive on a wvessel,

4y Own battle damage,
1, (a) This ship was not under attack,

2, (a) Six Japanese planes were fired uwpon, No damage was
OMGMdl

5¢ Comments,

(A) CHEMICAL AMMUNITION (WHITE PHOSPHORUS)

1, The meaning of the phrase "Chemical Ammunition'. as
defined by article 13F1, Bureau of Ordnance lianual, was not known or was
disregardcd by the loading authorities of the Sixt-h Infantry Division
(Reinforced) at Sansapor, New Guineca,

2, The assurance of the irmy Transport Quartcrmaster
that no white phosphorus ammunition was to be loaded in No, 1 hold was
accepted, Near the end of the loading white phosphorus B0 MM mortar
shells were found in the hold, This necessitated the rehandling of all
ammuniti-n in No. 1 hold (about 200 tons) in order to separate the white
phosphorus armunition, %5 cloverleafs of 105 MM howitizer and 268 clover=
leafs of 80 M! mortar white phosphorus ammuniticn were found, These white
phosphorus cloverleafs vwicre deck loaded, The rehandling and inspection of
about 200 tons of ammunition in No. 1 hold caused a delay in loading of 48
hours,

3. The Army Transpart Quartemaster was given a copy of
the definition of chemical ammunition which he took to the loading authe
orities ashore, White phosphorus ammunition was later found in Nos )
hold loaded in 3/4 ton trucks and 1 ton trailers, These vehicles were
returned to the beach for relocading, This caused a further delay of *
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twelve hours in loading,

4. These two delays in loading could have been avoided
had the loading authorities at Sansapor known the definition of chemiecal
ammunition or had not disregarded it,

(B) SHIP'S PLATOON
1, The messing, berthing, and sanitary facilitiocs aboard
the U.S.§, JUPITER (AK43), werc dcsigned to accommodate 15 officers and 143
ren, For the amphibicus landing at San Fabian, Iuzon, Philippine Islands,
this vessel carried:

QFFICERS MEN

Ship's Company 18 246
Boat Group (Temporary) 7 é7
.'»my 10 137
TOTAL 35 450

These overcrowded conditions are recognized and have to be accepted,

2, The JUPITER (/.K43) was loaded by several different
groups of men who took no further part in the operaticns of this ship,

3. Due to the limited facilities outlined above, the
number of U,S, Ammy troops which can be carried is limited and should not
exceed 10 officers and 110 men, including cooks and mess cooks. TWith the
limited numbcr of troops which can be carried the questicn of what troops
to carry comes up, ship's platocn, or vehirle drivers. In this operation
vehicle drivers were carricd and were used %o open up hatches and make the
preliminary preparations for unloading, However, as thc vchicles were un-
loaded the mmber of men available wcu steadily decreasing,

4. No definite shipts platoon was assigned to this ves-
sel prior to its arrival in the objective 1rea. The Commanding Offider
tricd to have this rectified prior to sailing but without succcss, The
Cormanding 0fficer to the 543rd Enginccr Shore and Boat Regiment informed
the Commanding Officer, U.5.S, JUPITER, that the ship's platoon to unload
the JUPITIR would be furnished by the -hore Farty upen request of the Growp
Beachmaster, A4fter repeated requests the ship's platoon came aboard in
four groups of about 25 men each cver 3 period of 2 days, On hundred men
working constantly are barely sufficient for unloading in 2 combat area
where lighterage is available,

vwBea
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5, It is iterated that it is poor practice to load
with one group and unload with another,

6, It is recommended that a ship's platoon of 110 men
be assigned to this vessel prior to loading and not to be released until
the completion of unloading, That the ship's platcon plus a few vehicle
drivers (to care for all vehicles loaded) be carried by the U.5.5, JUPITER.
The remainder of the vehicle drivers to be earricd by another ship of the
same Transport Division and transferred the morning of the assault to the
U.S.5, JUPITER,

(C) YORKING PARTIES IN LICHTERLGE.

1, The loading of bulk carge in 1Sli%s and on pontoon
barges requires the unloading ship to put men on this lighterage to stack
the bulk cargo, These addition2l men are a drain on the manpower available
for unloading the ship,

24 It is recommended that cach ISM, ICT and pontoon
barpe carry its own working party,

(D) LIGHTER.CE,
1, This vessel carried 4 amy ICM's, 1 DUKV and 12

ICV(P)%s to the objective area, Thesc boats were assigned to other shipls
on S Day and that was the last that was scen of the ISM's and DKW, The
ICV(P)%s were useless except during the daylight hours of onc day, This
vessel which had a priority after S £ 1 day shipping on unloading, received
4 1SM, 4 1CT, and the services of 1 ICM for forty cight hours out of the
first 72 hours at the objective area. No lighterage was kept waiting to
load at any tine and all loading was done expeditiously, A shortage of
lighterage was evident.

2, In view of this shortage of lighterage it is not
understocd why an ISM which had wasted 45 minutes coming alongside is
crdered to ancther ship before it had been loaded, or why an 1CT which is
sccured alongside is ordered to another ship, Occurrences of thesc types
further decreased the amount of lighterage available,

4o For the purpose.of estimating.lighterage requirements,
sone standard load in tons for ISN's and ICT's should be broadecasted after
initial landinpgs at the objective, Iighterage requirements arc impossible
to estimate when one ICT will take 100 tons and ancther only 40 tons, It
is realized that the Commanding Officer of the lighterage must be the final
judges However, the large number of young and inexperienced officers on
these type erafts will carry loads varying from 25% capacity to overload,

9 -
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If an officer experienced in these type crafts, after a survey of beach
conditions, would broadcast the average load to be put on each type ,
estimation of lighterage requirements would be more accurate and would
refease lighterage to other ships sooner-

(E) BOATS.
1. In this operaticn the 12 ICV(P)'s carried by this

vessel were able to be used for unloading for only a period of 12 hours,
unlcading about 100 tons of rations, One of the 5 ICM's carried could
be used 508 of the time. Inbothcases it required the rehandling of the

cargo at the beach line.
2. Tt is recommended that the U.5.5. JUPITER carry the
following:

4 10M(6) and 1 I1oM(3) or 5 1cM(3)
20 DUKW's

The present allowance is:

5 1CM(3) 18
13 1CV(P)'s

48 this vessel carries cargo the chanze from ICV(P)'s to DUKW's will make
for ship to dump service and permit a faster turm around,

6o Personnel perfommance and casualties,
1. There were no personnel casualties during this period,

2, Personnel perfomance was satisfactory, Cargo handling
erews worked efficiently and pummery personnel functioned well., Improvee
ments might be effected by increasin; the somplement, thus insuring greater
permanency of personnel. Thirty seamen were temporarily assigned the ship
on 11 December 1944, to meet the necds of lhis vessel when operating with

Amphibious Forces,

J. M, BRISTOL
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
CQMUANDER . TRANSPORT DIVISION TWENTY-SIX

FB7=26/A16-3 . ¢ofo Fleet Post Office,
Serial 0213 San Francisco, California.

m%mm_m?zto
cO TER AKL3/A12 ltr

Ser 2=45 dtd 16 J.a 1945

From: The Commander Transport Division TWENTY-SIX.
To: The Commander in Chisf, U. S. Fleet.
Vias (1) Commander Task Group 78.5.

(2) Commander Task Force 78.
(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

Subject: Action Report - LINGAYEN Gulf Operation.
Lo Forwarded approved,
2e The recammendation contained in paragraph 3 is stroangly con-

curred in, It is urgently recammended that attack transports be armed with
4O mm guns as 20 mm guns have been ineffective against enemy crash dive tactics,

3. In order to aveid the delays and dangers whereat in the situa-
tion described in paragraph 5(3), it is suggested that steps be taken to pro-
vide representatives of the Army Ordnance Dspartment at the loading areas to
inspect and certify the types of ammmnition being loaded aboard the transports.

The recommendation made in "Comments", (B), paragraph 6, is
strons.'ly concurred in,

S5e The recommendation under "Boats", paragraph 2, is concurred in.
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- COVMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP 8
FE25/A16-3 SEVENTH FLEET
Serial: 0Ol1A Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
CONFIDENTIAL

26 February 1945

2nd. ENDORSEMENT to
CO JUPITER AK 43/A12 1ltr
Ser 2-45 dated 16 Jan 1945

From: Commander Task Group 78.5 (ComPhibGrp€,7thFlt)
To ¢ The Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet.
Via : (13 Commander Task Force 78,
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.
Subj: Action Report ~ LINGAYEN Gulf Operation,
1, Forwarded, concurring in first endorsement.

cc: ComTranDiv26

& Q01950
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File FE25/A16-3 SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
Serial: o523 U.S. Fleet Post 0ffice |
San Francisco, Calif.
CUI\JFJJL: a 8 MAH w
CONFIDENTIAL
THIRD ENDORSEMENT on:
CO U.S5.5. JUPLTER conf.

ltr., serial 2-45 of
16 January 1945,

From: Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT.
(Conmander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)
To: Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Via: Commander SEVENTH Fleet.
Subject: Action Report - LINGAYEN GULF Operation.
1. Forwarded,

e

-

—

¢. D. MORKISON,
Assistant Chief of Staff,
Operations.

v

a)

Copy to:
CTG 78.5 (ComPhibGrp 8, 7thFlt)

ComTransDiv 26
CO USS JUPITER
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". UNITED STATES FLEET "{ i#quJggf%
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET 5 '

Serial: ©//9 L

CONFIDENTIAL

Fg% % on: /
(¥ conf,
Ltr., Serial 2«45 of

16 January 1945.

From:
To:

Subjeot:
1.

Conmander Seventh Fleet,
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Action Report = LINGAYEN GULF Operation,

C—Dw 7»‘/:)%\

Forwarded,
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AKL3/aL2 U. S. S. JUPITER 11/ jef
Serial Noe._4=45
16 January 1945
Fron: The Commanding Officer.
To: The Commander in Chlef, U,5. Pacific Fleet.,
Via: The Commander, Transport [ivision 26,
Subject: anti- irecraft .otion Reports; submission of,.

Lieference: (a) PaoFlt Conf. Ltr. 20L=44.

Enolosures: (A) Anti-iiroraft sotion Heport dated &€ Jan-
uary 1945. -px
(B) anti-iiroraft sotlion Report dated 9§ Jane
uwar 19‘5.;?.
(C) ant -i%rgr t‘.nction Heport cated 9 Jane
l' e "PF
(D) Anti=:iireraft Asotion Report dated 12 Jane
uary 1945.-p.7
(E) anti-iiroraft Action Report dated 12 Jane
uary 1. 45. ~p.lo

In accordance with reference (a) enclosures
(a) throm (E) are forwarded herewith,

2. Advance coples of enclosures (A) through (1)
have been submitted to the Comwmander in Chief, U,S5. Fleet,

J. M. BRILTOL

e —
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ANTI-LIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFICE SHIFS

Location of Ship Chlna Sea U.5,5 JUPITER, AK4D

L t. l o . .
Long. imyo;" Ee Date 8 January 143

1, Suprise Attack No
2, Method Picking Plane Up_Naked Eye

(a) Lookout(s) or Special Equijment Detector Operator(s)

-
lade Tnitial Contaet Dy Sight
4o Number of Plancs Twe (2)
5, Type of Plane_mtog_ Type cf LttackDid Not Attaock

6. Speed and Altituipgbermediate end fagte

igF )
7. Guns Firing Siz Number :;

Method of Control Loecal Method Spotting Visual

8. \rmunition Expendedirounu 5"/38, 6 rounds 3"/50 and 288

rounds 2084
9, Percent Service Allowance Expended Bel, /50 .5%;

L ]
10, Approxinate Time Tracking To First Hits NO Hits
11, Approxinate Time of First Hits o
12, Lpproxinate Time First To last Shot__ 1§ minutes.

13, Approximate Position :‘f\gle Open Fire J0@

14. . Approximate Positioff Cease Fire 100

15, spproxinate Bearing First Shot 900

16. /pprexinate Bearing last Shot 200 -
17. .pproxinate Range First Shot 1,500 yards,

ENCLOSURE (A9




18, Approximate Range last Shot, 8,000 yards,

19. Approxinate Altitude DBnmb Release e= Tine Bonb -
20, Approximate Range Torpedn Release ww Size of Torpedome=
21, Hit On Ship =" Vins Ship Straffed *** Size Gun ***

22, Mmber Near Bomb llisses™® Casvalties rom Near lisses = ***
23, Planes Shot Dom™® 5Surg ®* Tossivle ®= Danagge ===

By What Size Gun **

4o Detalls of Damage To Tnvpet Ly Cunfire IS Aveilable

L e ——— e

L]

—— R — - —. — —_—

25, Performance of [rrmn.-ion Bxéellent
26, Pattern Sizes .
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ANI'I-!.IFCRM‘T Ixé'TION BY SUNF/CE SKIFS

Location of Ship LINGAYEN GUI.I‘ILuon Illa.udl U.S.5._JUPITER, AKAS
Date_ 9 January 19_ 43

1, Suprise Attack No
2, Method Picking Plane Up Baked Eye

(a) Lookout{s) or Special Iquiyment Detector Operator(s)

-
—

Made Initia) Contaet Dy Sight

4o Number of Plancs One (1)
5. Type of Plane_Two Engine Bomber Type f ittack Did Not Attack

6. Speed and fltitude_ glow apnd High

7. Guns Firing Size 35./‘50” Nunber :E_
Method of Control  Lecal Methad Spotting Visual

8, /\rmunition Expended 3/50 - 31 rounds; 5"/38 - 5 rounds.
9, Percent Service Allowance Expended3™/50e=2,6fk; 5"/38- 1.8%

10, Approxinate Time Tracking To First Hits No hits.
11, Approxinate Time of First Hits

-
12, /pproximate Time First To Laat Shot 3 miputes,

13, Approximate Position Angle Open Fire 300

1y. Arprexinate I-‘nsitic#n%&?se Fire uﬂ

15, pproxinate Bearing First Shot _mb

16, /pprexinate Bearing Last Shot _750 X
17. .\rproxinate Range First Shot 2_1000 yards.

ENCLOSURE (B)



18,
19.
20,

21,

)

Approximate Range Last Shot, 8,000 yards.

Approxinate Altitude Borib Release Time Bond we
Approxinate Nange Torpedo Release = Size of Torpedo w=
Hit On Ship w= Was Ship Straffed == Size Qun ==
Casualties From Near llisses we

22, Munber Near Bomb MMicses _o
2), Planes Shot Down ,. Suré eeiossible s Danage -
By What Size Cun on °

24, Detalls of Damage To Target Ey Cunfire IZ Available
— — —— —

25, Perfornance of /rmunlsion  Exeellent

26, Pattern Sizes - "
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BY SUT.F‘:‘.;; SHIFS

/

ANTI-ALIRCRAFT LCTION

location of Ship @ UoScScm
Phillippine I:Iandl

1,

Ly

oe
6.

T

9
10,

17,

Date’ 3 19 65 ’
Suprise .ttack___ yag

Method Picking Plane UPM

(a) Lockou

llade Initial Contgct Dy___ s4ght
Humber of Plancs_ Ope (1)
Type of Plane  pighter Type of httack pig pos attas
Speed and Altitude_ ypggemadiat L Past,

Guns Firine SizeJ" 50 Nunber =i
-

Method of Control_ 1aaal Method Spotting Yisual
immunition E:pended]nﬂg = 7 rounds, 2004 600 rounds.

3n/50 - 6%; 201 =3.5%
__!_.

Percent Service Allowance Expended

hpproxinate Time Tracking To First Hits Jo Hite,
Approxinate Time of First Hits ee

Lpproxinate Time First To Last Sh"tm

Lpproxinate Position Angle Open Fire 600

Appreximate Positio e?zse Fire m
Jpproxinate Bearing First Shot 140° ralative

Lpprexinate Bearing Last Shot 2600 peleti ]
Approxinmate Range First Shot 2,500 yards

ENCLOSURE (C)
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18, Approximate Range last Shot, 7,000 yards
19. Approximate /ltitude Borb Release

- Tine Bonb -
20, Lpproxinate Nange Torpedo Release ee Size of Torpedo  ee

21, Hit On Ship  ee  Tas Ship Straffed ee Size Cuwe

22, Nunber Near Borb lisses ee Cagunlties From Near lisses

23, Planes Shot DoWn ge Sur: e iossivleee Danage -~

i e o

24 Details of Damage To Tarpet By Cunfire I° Avrilable

-

. — —— ——

A G A ——— — . ——

?5. Performance of /rrunl:ion Exgellent
26, Pattern Sizes .-
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ANTI=-LIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFICE SKIFS

Location of Ship LINGAYLN GULF, LUK ISLANEyy 5 s, JUPITER, AKLD

be
o
6o

T

8.
9
10,

12,
1.

1.5—&
16,
17.

¢illippine IslandSs . 42 January 19 45

suprise Attack e
Method Picking Plane Up__ Naked Eye

(a) Lookout g fipesindcRm K N XX SR
KONRATH, Josef Frank  72724=66  920,V=6,USNR

Made Initial Contaet Dy  Sight

Number of Planes oge (1)
Type of Plane  Fighter Type of httack pAS Not .ttuok.

Speed and Altitude Fast and UI.Q.

o 3
Cuns Firing Size i;g¥ Nuribere2
~ly

Method of Control Jocal Method Spotting Visual

[rmunition Expended 2-‘38 e 3 roundsy 3"/50 « 7 roundsj 20M0i-
L - A L 6%

Percent Service Allowance Expended == EQ"/ ﬁﬁ ,i-}}f”' 3°/50 +6%

Lpproxinate Time Tracking To First Hits N0 Hibes
Approxinate Time of First Hite et
Lpproximate Time First To Last Shot & minutes.

Approximate Position An l.e Open Fire 25°

\rpreximate Positior?z&se Fire ”.

proxinate Dearing First Shot 65° Relative.
Lpprexinate Bearing Iast Shot 1301 Helative. )
Lpproxinate Range First Shot 2,500 yards.

ENCLOSURE (D)



18,
19,
20.
21,
22,

2y

hipproximate Range last Shot, §,000 yards.

Approximate fLltitude DBorib Release e Tine Bomb we
Approximate Range Torpedo Release =e Size of Torpedo ==
Hit On Ship Was Ship Straffed **  Size Gun
Mmber Near Bomb l'isses ** Casualties From Near Misses *%
Planes Shot Dovm®® Surs ® [ossible  **® Danage "
By What Size Gun == o
Detalls of Damage To Target By Cunfire I Available

P

——— — —— —— - —

——

25, Perfornance of /rmunlzicn Exgellent =
26, Pattern Sizes -
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~ ANTI-LIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFICE SHIFS

location of Ship kﬁ&mi Gg%f.mn Island, U.S.SIUPITER,AKAJ
b ppine, ands,

1,

4y
5.

T

LR
9.
10.

12.
13,

1D
16.

17.

Date 12 January 19435

Suprise Lttack No

Vethod Picking Plane Up Naked Eye.

(a) Lookout(s) or Special Equiyment Detector Operator(s)

-

lode Initlal Contack Dy_Sight
Number of Plancs___ Opne (1)
Type of Plane__Flghter Type of Attack Did Not Attaek,
Speed and Altitude_ Fast anc High.

Guns Firing Size 2'£ 50 Nunber 2

Method of Control Looal Method Spotting Visual

lrmunition Expended_3"/50 « 7 rounds.

Percent Service Allowance Expended ee 3"/50= .00

hpproxinatc Time Tracking To First Hits No Hits,

Approxinate Time of First Hits -

Lipproximate Time First To last Shot 2 minutes.

Lpproximate Tosition Angle Open Fire lj‘

Approxinate Positicﬁtusa Fire 50

spproxirate Dearing First Shot 3200

Lpproxinate Bearing last Shot 3500 L
Lpproxinate Range First Shot 5,000 yards.

ENCLOSURE (E)
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18,
19,
20,

2le
22,
24

2ss

25,
26,

Lpproxinate Range Last Shot,
Approxinate Altitude Borib Release
Ipproxinate Range Torpedo Release

Hit On Ship . Yas Ship Straffed

Nunber Near Bomb liisses Casualties Fr

——

Planes Shot DOVl pew U Cme 10871116 _we

By What Size G

SRS —— ot R

——

—— e

Time Bonb
Size of Torpedo
Size Gun -
o Near lisszes

e

—e .
Danage -

L3

Details of Damage To Taget Dy Funiire 17

e — e e e e e e

£ e ¥ R 3
Performance of /rimn. vr_pxeellent

S - S S —

Areilcble

e e e mme e  e——

Pattern Sizes e
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AK43/p12
Serfal No. 035-45

From: The Commanding Officer, 3 (4504
H The Commander in Chief, U.S. Flest, ' i
Tia: (1) The Commander, Task Unit Fifty One Point One Point Three,
(Commander, Transport Division Thirty Two).
(2) The Commander, Task Group Fifty One Point One, (Commander,
Transport Squadron Eleven),
(3) The Commander, Amphibious Group Two, U.S, Pacific Fleet,
(4) The Commander, Amphibious Forces, UsS. Pacific Fleet.
(5) The Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet,

U. S. S. JUPITER

Subject: Action Report « TWO JIMA OFERATICN.

References: (a; Article 712, 874(6), U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920,
(b) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CIL=45,
(¢) Commander, Transport Division Thirty Two Mailgram
#648 March 1945.
(d) co, U.S.S. JUPITER, Letter AK43/PE-1, serial mo. 031-45,
dated 11 March 1945, (Report of casualties),

Enclosure: I/(‘ﬁopy of reference (d). [ /L

1, In eompliance with references (a), (b), and (¢) the follow=
ing action report is submitted,

PART I - Brief Summary.

This report covers the period 8 February 1945 when the U,S5.S, JUPITER
arrived at Port Apra, Guam Island, Marianas Islands, until 8 March 1945
when departure was taken from IWO JIMA, Kazan Retto,  The initial amphib-
ious landing on IWO JIMA was made at 0900 (K) 19 February and fighting
still continued on the island 8 March, At Port Apra this vessel loaded
cargo and troops of the 3rd Marine Division. This division was used as
a reserve, Cargo and troops were unloaded at IW0 JIMA 22 February through
6 March 1945,

PART II - Preliminaries,

During operation the U.S,S. JUPTTER was attached to Transport

Division 32 m Unit 51,1,3) a part of Transport Squadron 11 (Task
Group 51,1), Commander Transport Division 32 was Captain W.S, Popham

-l=
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U. S. S. JUPITER
11/jef
AKA3 /A12
Serial No, 035«45
CONF TAL
gubject:  _ _Agtion Report - TUO_JIML OPERATION . © @ oo o o o e oo ==

PART II - Preliminaries,(Continued),

and Commander Transpert Squadron 1l was Commodore D.,W. Loomis, The fol=-
lowing vessels comprised Transport Division 32;

U.5.5, PRESIDENT JACKSON (APA-18) (F)

U.S.S, PRESIDENT ADAMS (APA-19)

U'SQSO DO!EN (APA"I)

UsS.S. BOLIVAR (APA-34)

U.S.5. CAPE JOHNSON (AP-172)

U.S.S. LIBRA (AKA-12)

UsS.S5. JUPITER (AK=43) :

The U.S.S« JUPITER arrived at Port Apra, Guam Island, 8 Fe
and from 9=14 February loaded cargo and troope of the 2lst Regimen
Combat Team, 3rd Marine Division. On 16 February pgot underway with
Transport Division 32 for INWO JIMA. On the morning of 17 February and
18 February anti-aircraft burst firing practice was held, A total of
20 rounds of 5"/38, 87 rounds of 3"/50 and 2162 rounds of 20MM ammunition
was expended. Transport Division 32 arrived off the south east coast of
IV0 JIMA at 1000 (K) 19 February.

‘s U'I‘-:" ,Jc}

Transport Division 32 carried cargo and troops of the 3rd Mar'the
Division, The 3rd Marine Division was the reserve and was to be landed
when called for., The balance of the 3rd Marine Division was loaded on
board Transport Divisions 31 and 32, which together with Transport
Division 32, comprised Transport Squadron 11 , The initial landings
were to be made by the 4th Marine Division and 5th llarine Division,
Transport Divisions 32 and 31 were to arrive at IWO JIMA after the in-
itial landing., It was assumed that the enemy would make air attacks.
Transports were directed not to fire on planes unless attacked, or un-
less granted pemissicn by the OTC. All transports were prepared on
short notice to lay an effective smoke screen. An altemate landing
plan had been prepared in which troops would land on the beaches on
the west side of the island, This was to be used in the event of un-
foreseen circumstances or in the event heavy surf made landing impract-
icable on the south east beaches, No unforeseen circumstances arose,
and as surf eonditions were favorable landings were made as plannew on
the south east beaches,
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PART II - Preliminaries, (Continued),

By the time the initial landings were made at 0900 19 February IWO
JIMA had been bombed from the air every day for two months, It had also
been subjected to a bombardment by surface vessels., Underwater demolit-
ion teams had exploded mines and reconnoitered the landing beaches. The
nearby Japanese air base on CHICHI JIMA, OGASAWARA GUNTO, had been effect-
ively neutralized, Our main battle force was between IWO JIMA and JAPAN
engaged in attacking TOKYO from the air, Battleships, cruisers and
destroyers were on hand for bombardment purposes, and aircraft carrier
task groups were beyond the horizon from where their planes could bomb the
island, Transports and landing craft with the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions
were in the Transport Area, and Transport Division 26, with part of the
3rd Marine Division on board was 20 miles away.

No enemy forces were encountered other than those which were on IWO
JIMA as a garrison,

PART III - Chronological Record,

At 1142 (zone description =10) 8 February 1945 the U.S.,5. JUPITER,
attached to Transport Division 32 of Transport Squadron 11, moored in
berth #16 Apra Harbor, Guam Island, Marianas Islands., The U,S.S, JUPITER
was operating in accordance with Task Force 51 Operation Plan A25-44
for planning and training, On 12 February received Commander Task QGroup
51,1 Operating Plan 1-45 (Preferred) and also began operating in accord-
ance with this plan for planning and training. The same day moored
alongside pier "KM, Apra Harbor, and commenced loading ammunition,
supplies and vehicles &f the 3rd Marine Division, Loading was completed
and all passengers were embarked 14 February., On 15 February received
on board Commander Transport Division 32 Landing Order Al=45, and com-
menced operating in accordance therewith for planning and training. At
0330 16 February the three Operation Plans and the lLanding Order which
had been effective for planning and training became effective for the
fortheoming operation, While at Port Apra weather was good except for
winds of 15 to 25 knots which however did not interfere with cargo load=
ing,
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PART III - Chronologicdl Record, (Continued).

On 16 February Commander Transport Division 32 Movement Order Al-45
came on board, In accordance therewith the U.S.S. JUPITER got underway
at 1544 as a part of Task Unit 51.1,3, Unit of Joint Expeditionary Force
Reserve. Task Unit 51.1.3 was composed of Transport Division 32
(Task Unit 51.1.21) which consisted of 4 APA's, 1 AP, 1 AKA and 1 AK,
and screen (Task Unit 51.1.25) which consisted of 3 DD's and 1 DE. The
U.S,5. FRESIDENT JACKSON (APA-18) was the fleet guide and carried the .~ -
flag of Captain W.S., Popham, Commander Task Unit 51.1,3 and Commander
Transport Division 32, Off the harbor transports formed cruising dis-
position 3A18, The U.5.8., JUPITEF took position as fourth and last ship
in the left hand column., Standard distanee and interval were 600 and 1000
yards respectively.

The passage to IWO JIMA, Kazan Retto, was made without event except
for a Fiash "RED" the morning of 18 February when an unidentified plane
was reported to be closing the formation, This proved to be a friendly
plane, The weather was characterized by winds of 6 to 14 knots, cloud=
iness and reduced visibility.

On 19 February (D - Day) at 1000 Task Unit 51.1.3 arrived off the south
east coast of IWO JIMA and reported to Commander Task Force 51. Trans—
ports moved into the Transport Ared, and the U.5.,5. JUPITER took station
bearing approximately 145° and distance approximately 6000 yards from the
UyS.S5, FRESTDENT JACKSON. The initial landing had been made at 0900,

At that time wind, sea and swell were from ti~ northeast, Wind was 10
knots, sea was slight, swell was low and visibility was good. At 1911
while underway to join Task Group 53.2 for night retirement, received
Flash "HED" and orders to make smoke., No planes were seen and an hour
later ceased making smoke and joined Task Group 53.2, Night Retirement
Croup, Took position as the 5t1 and last ship in the right center column,

On 20 February at 0755 joined Transport Division 32 in the Transport
Area and lay to, maneuvering to keep station on the U.S.S, FRESIDENT
JACKSON, Nine landing boats were dispatched to the U.S,5. PRESIDENT JACKSON
to land Marines. After embarking Marines they were ordered not to land
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f‘ PIRT TII - Chronological Record, (Continued),

them, and returmed them on board the U,S5.S. PRESIDENT JACKSON, The wind,

sea and swell were still from the northeast. The wind had increased to

between 12 and 20 knots, sca conditions were rough, swell condition mod-

erate and visibility good, There was a heavy surf on the landing beaches.

These same weather conditions prevailed during the period of cargo un-

loading, although the wind occasionally dropped below 12 knots, and occas-

ionally the direction of the wind and sea shifted counterclockwise around |
to the southwest. Due to the rolling of the ship, ship's boats all of }
which were stowed on hatches, were lowered, loaded with cargo and hoisted |
aboard, with much diffieulty, We retired for the night with Task Group

53.2, Night Retirement Group, as the fourth and last ship in the left

center column,

On 21 February at 0448 the U.5,S, LOGAN (APA-~196), leading ship of
the left center column, experienced a steering casulaty, lost steering
control and rammed the U.5.5. NAPA (APA=157), second ship in the right
hand column. On returning to the Transport Area dispatehed 13 landing
boats to the U,S,5, PRESIDENT JACKSON. They embarked Marines and landed
them on Yellow Beach. At 1733 Flash "RED" was received and anti-aircrafi
fire was observed 4 miles to the east, At 1850, after having joined Task
Group 53.2, Night Retirement Group, as the third cf four ships in the
left center column, observed heavy anti-zireraft fire and a large explosicn
bearing 1159, At the same time heavy anti-aircraft fire was observed to
the west in the direction of the ships that had remained in the Transport
Area. Intermittent anti-aircraft fire was observed in both directions
until Flash "WHITE® was reoceived at 1908,

On 22 February after rcturming to the Transport Area and upon orders
to discharge oargo, at 1120 commenced discharging cargo into ship's ICM!s,.
This eontinued for four hours witil stopped by a Flash "RED", Flash "WHITE"
followed at 1550, This night remained in the Transport Area.

On 23 February discharged cargo for two hours during the day. The
surf was so heavy on the beach that 1CVP's were never pemitted to land,
and very seldom were ICM's allowed to land, Since the ship's ICVP's
could not be sent into the beach with cargo, and ICM's only on occasions,
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PART IIT - Chronological ftecord, (Continued),

we ddsecharged cargo only when larger landing craft were allocated to us,
or when ICM's werc allowed to land at the beach, We retired for the night
as the fifth and last ship in the right center column of Task Group 53.2,
Night Retirement Group., At 1917 received Flash “RED", air attacks were
made on ships to the east below the horizon, and to the west in the Transe
port Area, Again this Task Croup was between two air attacks, and again
it was not attacked,

On 24 February after retuming to the Transport Area, closed the
beach and at noon anchored 3800 bearing 177° from Tachiiwa Point
and 4500 yards bearing 0920 from Buribachi Mountain, While at anchor
this day and on subsequent days, it was found necessary to go ahead on
the engines from one to five knots, in order to lessen the danger of
dragging anchor, to kcep the ship's head off the wind where she would
roll the least, and to form a lee for the boats moored alongside. During
the afternoon discharged cargo into an ICT, We retired for the night with
Task Group 53.2, Night Retirement Group, Flash "RED" was in effect from
2132 until 2206 but no anti-aircraft fire or planes were seen,

On 25 February at 0745 anchored 1300 yards bearing 1650 from Tachiiwa
Point, and 6500 yards bearing 070° from the Japanese held easStern part of
the island. We could cbserve at close range the bombardment by our ships
and bombing by our planes, At noon we moved to another anchorage 3800
yards bearing 1790 from Tachiiwa roint and 6000 yards bearing 0870 from
Suribachi Mouwntain. During this day discharged cargo for 45 minutes
only, Rketired for the night with Task Group 53.2, Night Retirement Group.

On 26 Bebruary at 0756 anchored 3800 yardc b oring 1839 from Tachiiwa
Point and 5900 yards bearing 0820 from Suribachi Mountain, Discharged
argo until 1314 when we shifted to an anchorage 4000 yards bearing 1819

from Tachiiwa roint and 6000 yards bearing 0920 from Suribachi Mountain,
Discharged cargo for three hours in the afternoon.

On 27 February the IST 731 moored alongside at 1315, and in four
hours discharged almost as much cargo as we discharged in the five previous
days., At 1853 shifted to an anchorage 3600 yards bearing 185° from
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PART III - Chronological Record, (Continued).

achiiwa Po anc A aring rom Suribachi Mountain., In
coming alongside the starboard side of #1 hold at 1907 the ICT 1318 struck
the side of the ship with force enough to open a hole 3" x 3" between
frames 12 and 13, 12 feet above the water line, In the existing rough
sea and moderate swell the IST 731 and ICT 1318 had great difficulty in
mooring alongside, Carpc continued to be discharged after dark with the
aid of shaded cargo lights,

On 28 February orders were received to anchor closer to the beach
for the night, so at 1806 anchored 2600 yards bearing 2100 from Tachiiwa
Point and 4500 yards bearing 079° from Suribachi Mountain, After dragging
anchor got underway and anchored at 2100, 2600 yards bearing 183° from
Tachiiwa Point and 6200 yards bearing 0780 from Suribachi Mountain., Cargo
was discharged for 73 hours during this day,

On 1 March at 0229 Flash "RED" and orders to make smoke were received,
Unidentified planes were reported within five miles of the island, but no
attacks were made eithcr on the island or on the ships, Flash "WHITE"
was received at 0424, In the forcnoon shells from Japanese shore batteries
struck the U,5,5, TERRY (DD=531) lying 5 miles becaring 035° from this ship,
and also the U,5.5, CALHOUN (DD=801) lying 800 yards bearing 330° from this
ship, Ship's boats collected empty shell cases from combat vessels en-
gaged in bombarding the island, These empty cases were loaded on board, _
Cargc was discharged for 19 hours, 3 04508

On 2 March a Flash "RED" was received at 2120 and orders to make smokee
No Japanese planes came in to attack and Flash "WHITE" was received at
2142, Discharged cargo for 11 hours,

on 3 March the IST 634 moored alongside of #4 and #5 holds to port. .
There was a moderate ground swell and despite the use of numerous fenders
both ships struck against each other many times resulting in damage to
both ships., This vessel received three small holes above the water line
in the side at #5 lower hold, 51 bent or dented frames, sheerstrake bent
at frames #117 and #141 and twc reach rods bent at #4 port deep tank,
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PART IIT - Chronological Record, (Continued).

Got underway and anchored at 1139, 2500 yards bearing 165° from Tachiiwa
Point and 7000 yards bearing 080°° from Suribachi lMountain, Discharged
cargo for 8 hours.

On 4 ‘Hﬂrch at w10 Doi‘.son, Earl M-, MOEBC, 6%21. V‘6' IBNR.
standing in the cockpit of ICM #1 mancuvering 300 yards from the ship,
was cut in the faceé by a fragment of a shell which landed close aboard
the ICM, Ogher splashes were observed within 500 yards of the ship
and five shell fragments were found on the signal bridge, Shifted
anchorage 3800 yards bearing 180° from Tachiiwa Point and 6000 yards
bearing 094° from Suribachi Mountain. All Marines were disembarked
except the Transport Quartermaster. At 1729 got underway and anchored
at 1907 off the west coast of IVO JDM., Kazan Retto, 3500 yards bearing
328° from Suribachi Mountain and 1800 yards bearing 213° from Kama Rock.
Cargo discharging was reswumed at 2200,

On 5 March discharged cargo for 17 hours into landing craft, Weather
now was almost ideal for discharging with wind from 4 to 8 knots, sea
smooth and swell slight,

On 6 March completed discharging all cargo at 0105« Transport
Quartemaster, First Lieutenant Peter A. Cipriano, 21st Regimental
Combat Team, 3rd Marine Division, was disembarked.

On 7 March Flash "RED" was received at 0230 and orders to make smoke,
No Japanese planes came in to attack and Flash "BLUE" and orders to cease
making smoke were received at 0246, Flash "RHITE" was received at 0646,
Proceeded to the east side of the island and at 0720 lay tc maneuvering -
to keep station 3500 yards bearing 150° from Suribachi Mountain., Collected
enpty shell cases from eombat vessels with ship's boats and loaded them
aboard, Anchored for the night at 1751, 4700 yards bearing 0819 from
Suribachi Mountain and 2900 yards bearing 206° fram Tachiiwa Point,
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PART IIT - Chronologieal liecord, (Continued).

On 8 March at 0750 commenced lying to in the same position as on the
previous day. Collected empty shell cases and loaded them aboard, At
1832 in obedience to Commander Task Force 51 despatch g8gl@# March got
underway as part of Task Unit 51.,29,15 to rendezvous with Task Unit
12,6,2, OTC was in the U,5,S, HENCUIES (AK=-4l). U,S5,S, JUPITER was the
second of two ships in the right hand column astern of the U,S,.S,
HENCUIES, fleet guide,

PART IV - Ordnance,

No report on own ordnance material and equipment is made as no opportun-
ity for testing was given,

FART V - Battle DamaE:_

No battle damage was received by this vessel,
PART VI = Special Comments and Infomation,

Amphibious Action, (Troops and Cargo). ‘

ommenced em roops on ruary at Port Apra, Guam Island,
By 11 February 8 officers and 149 men of the 21st hegimental Combat Team,
3rd Marine Division were embarked, They were used as working parties to
stow cargc in the holds, After the cargo was completely loaded 14 February
2 officers and 74 men went aboard the U,5.S, CAPE JOHNSON for transportation,
and 1 officer and 53 men came on board as passengers. Total passengers
were 7 officers and 128 men of the 21st Regimental Combat Team, 3rd Marine
Division., On 20 Febrwary after arrival at destination the same 2 officers
and 74 men who had been embarked on the U,S,S, CAPE JOHBSON came on board
and assisted in discharging carge. Previous experience had proven that
cargo could be unloaded more expeditiously if the same men who had loaded
it were used to discharge it. Both passengers and working party except for
the Transport Quartermaster, First Lieutenant Peter i, Cipriano, who
remained on board until 6 March, were disembarked 4 March at INO JIMA,
Kazan Retto.
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PART VI - Special Comments and Information,(Continued),
Amphibious Action, (Troops and Cargo),(Continued),
Cargo loading commenoed at 1817 12 February while moored starboard

side to pier "K", Port Apra, This was completed at 1000 14 February,
The 3rd Marine Division furnished the cargo which consisted of:

201 tons Ammunitione

73 tons Rations,.

370 tons Fuel and Vater.

295 tons Vehicles (66 vehicles).
225 tons General Cargos
Y25Z tons Total,

Cargo was loaded from the pier with the ship's booms, A1l cargo was combat
loaded. Dunnage was used where necessary and all vehicles were effectively
gshored up so that they would not shift position in the event of heavy
weather, Cargo discharging commenced on 22 February and was 75% completed
at 1315 4 March when except for the Transport Quartermaster the Marine
passengers and working party was disembarked. Ship"s Company was used as
working parties in the holds until all cargo was discharged at 0105 é March,
Empty shcll sases were collected from combat vessels with ship s boats

on 1 March and en 7 March and 8 March, These were loaded on beard,

Landing Craft.
This vessel carried 5 ICK's and 13 ICVP's, all of which were stowed

on top of eargo hatches or on decks 21 February (D #2) 5 ICM’s and 8
ICVP's landed Marines from the U,5.S. PRESIDENT JACKSONe From that day
until 4 March the heavy surf on the southeast beaches prevented ILVP!s from
landing., Great difficulty was cxperienced in launching, loading and hoist~
ing boats due to the prevailing rough sea and modcrate swell conditions,
The mmerous heisting and lowering of boats in 2 rough sea has structurally
weakened all boats, especially the hoisting pads, and it is recommenced
that all boats be replaced prior to the next operation, Eefore leaving

the Transport Area for night retirement all boats were put aboard if time
permitted, While cargo was being discharged, most of the ICVP!s had %o
remain in the water since there was no place to stow them on deck., None
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Landing Craftﬁ (Continued).,
of the s or s were lost while landing on beaches, although a

heavy toll was taken there of-small landing boats. One ICVP filled with
water and sank on 21 February, and on 1 March ICM #5 with a load of ammun-
ition aboard while in a sinking condition had to be sunk as it was a
danger to navipgation. ICM #4 lost its ramp but was picked up by the shipls
boams and a temporary bow welded in place.

Pallets.

The use of pallets for cargo delayed the loading and unloading of
the ship due to lack of facilities for handling pallets on this ship,
on ISTs, cn ISMs and ICTs, In addition the rough sea necessitated
Jucgling pallets in order to get them into an ICM, If the pallet did not
land properly in the ICM further time was lost in straightening the
p&lle'ba-

The Commanding Officer of IST 247 also stated that the pallets were
being broken on his IST before the cargo was landed.

The equivalent weight of 14 pallets &s the same as one loaded pallet,
It can easily be seen that 7% of the loaded pallet weight is tare., With-
out proper equipment this tare weight plus the cargo weight triplks the
time required to handle the cargo. As it is impossible to know before un-
loading what facilities are available it is recommended that the use of
pallets be stopped.

A
PART VII - Personnel performance and casualties,

The perfommance of all personnel, officer and enlisted, was in accord-
ance with the highest traditions of the Navy.

A copy of this report on personnel casualties submitted to the Bureau
of Medicine and Surgery is appended hereto, marked enclosure "AM,

J. M. BRISTOL
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To: The Chief of the Bureau of Medicine & Surgery,
Subject: Casualtiess report of,
Reference: (a) BulgS Manual, Para,3518,

le During the assault phase of the IO JIMA OPER.TION one

casualty to ship's personncl was sustained, Facts are as follows:

Name: DOTSON, Earl (n), 630-66-21,

Rate: MoMB3e, V=6, USNK.

Place: IO JIMA, Kazan Retto.

Date: 4 March 19450

Nature: Member of boat crew operating ICM #1 when wounded by
fragment from enemy mortar-shell burst,

Diagnosist WOUND GUNSHOT, Left Ear and Face #2576, KL"K"

Prognosis: Favorable = return to duty in two weeks,

Disposition: Ketained on board,

2. No other casualties sustained and none received from other
sources,
cc; CincPac Je My BRISTOL
ComSerForPac¢
TransRon 11
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