Contributed by Tom Armstrong

The insignia of USS CAMDEN (ADE-2) is derived from the city seal of

Camdean, New Jersey, the city where the ship was built and for which

she is named

The Coat of Arms in the center is a facsimile of the shield of the city
seal of Camden, New Jersey. The right half contains & sailing ship,
representing the city as a port of entry and its shipbuilding industries. The
left half is a replica from the Coat of Arms of Lord Camden, after whom

the city was named.

“Flexibility, Readiness. Endurance:” CAMDEN's motro embodies the three
characteristics the ship and her crew must possess to meet the logistic

support challenge the ship is designed ro fulfill

The crossed sword and anchor in the background represents her crew,
both officers and men. The line border circumscribing CAMDEN's emblem
emphasires the unity required for CAMDEN to function as an affective

unit of the fleat.

Tr-uss CAMDEN combines the functions of three logistic suopont ships
o one hull-flest oller (AQ), ammundion ship |AEL and relrigerated stores
ship (AF)

As an piles (AQ| she carmes ower seven-million galions of manne destillate
propulsen fuel and e fuel Altough CAMDEN carmes anough fuel 1o go
#round the world about four times withoul refusfing. mest of the fusd is destined
for ather ships. About 80 million gallons sre pumpad sach year fram this
emormous floating filling station W other shps

As @ refrigeration ship (AFS) CAMDEN carries over 1000 tons of frozen,
chilled, and dry foods. Durning a normal dapleyment close o 7.000 fors of
provesions and 100 tons of flaed freight are processed by CAMDEN's Supply
Departmen

Madl s as imgortant a5 food 1o sailors. Each deployment CAMDEN deivers
sbout 100,000 pourds of mail to our forces ot sea,

CAMDEN 1s designed to operate with strike forces necessiating fast handling
of canga. To better fulfill this imgortant mission, new reaplenishment methods
#hoard CAMDEN have been developed for the rapsd transter of all cargo

A system of elevators and package conweyors permits ready access lo
smmuntion and cargo holds. CAMDEN operates and maintams a cargo
handiang fleet of fork |ift trucks. allowng breakout and positioning of cargo
e ammunition with efficiency

Sophisticated aulomatic carge equipment like the Standard Tension
Replenishment Alongside Methed (STREAM), prowde rapid transfer of
maaterals from CAMDEN 1o hes customers,

Twa Boesng CH-46 helicopters add another dimensson to CAMDEN 's ability
to transfer freight. mail. personnel, provisions and ammundon Verticsl
replenishment (VERTREP) rates of up to § thousand pounds per minute to
customer ship llight decks reduces alongside replenishment lime and also
wllows transier of cango a1 greater distances, Addvtionalty, CAMDEN can acoep!
all other NAVY hebcopiers, ncluding RH-51 helcoplers stataned sboard
wrcrah carrers, for VERTREP support, Thase halicopters expand our capacrty
1a over 10 thowsand pounds par it

Ag a0 ammunition 04 (AE), the CAMDEN can repienish the antse ordnance
requerements af an arcraft carrer in three o four hours. She also carries
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a complets assortment of missiles and ammunition for cruisers and destrovers
wiilh b capacity of approximately sa-thousand tons when fully loaded

To support the crew, the ship must be self-sufficient in every respect.
Personnel snboard have encugh experise in & vanety of technical skils to
maritain and aperate sl shipbaard squipment. The s & in essance a floatng
iy and provides services o support and accommodate her crew The folipwong
satistics demcnstrate the scops of her isternal cpersticns. There are 150
intership telephones, 75 fire stabons. about 10 thousand valves and six boats
to serve tha crew. The ship's laundey washes B-thousand pounds of laundry
sach week and the ship's fresh water distilling plants produce simost 500
housand gallons of water weakly.

Tha nearty 600 affcers and crew are desded inte seven deparimants weth
wach performing 8 special type of work coordinated 1o perform the misson
af the ship. Those departments are Dack, Engineering, Operations, Supply,
Madical, A and Admensstration. These heghly trained, capable professsonals
mantan, repa, and operaie all shipboard systems They are requiréd o
porform thair assigned dutes day or nght, under all weather and combal
conditions, around the clock, if necessary, to fuel, feed, supply, rearm and
dedrvar the mail to the feat, No matier what his job. sach member of CAMDEN's
crew is part of the CAMDEN taam and plays an imponant rok in the defense
of our country

USS CAMDEN 5 the second shg of the United States to baar the name
CAMDEN. She = namad lof the city of Camden, Mew Jersey, the seat of
Camden County, located on the sast side of the Delaware River opposte
Pruladuiphia.

The fest ship 1o bear the name CAMDEN was buitt in 1900 in Garmany
as the KIEL She was seized by the United States on eniry inlo Werld War
| First ourfitted 88 @ cargo ship and commissioned i Awgust 1317, she
transported coal betwesen Wales and French ports. In May 1978 she retumned
to the Unated States for conversion 1o 8 submaring lender

CAMDEN's active career fiest anded i May 1931 prior to recall ta actve
service 85 @ barmacks snip a1 New York Mavy Yard in 1940 for the duranon
ol Warld War Il
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