LST-667 and LSM-151 at Sadau and Tarakan
a story by Carl Kracht

My dad, Ken Kracht PhoM1/c USN, was up to his neck in these landings. He was TAD from USS Rocky
Mount (AGC-3) from 26 April - 3 May 1945. From my reconstruction, he was transported aboard USS LS7-
667 He photographed Australian Engineers destroying obstacles on both Sadau and Tarakan on 30 April -
according to his letter of May 25th detailing the events of the day. All the photos in the War Diary of
COMTASK-GROUP 78.1: Rept of the op for the invasion & capture of Sadau & Tarakan Is, Borneo
4/27/45-5/3/45, are in his albums He was taken under sniper fire on Tarakan. He and three LVT drivers were
stuck in the mud (you can see those LCVPs and LVTs in the photos), slogged through hip-deep mud to the
beach then down the beach to an oil pier where transport awaited. As soon as they got about half-way down
the pier a sniper opened up, chasing them down the 500 yd pier - only one board wide in places - until a
"gunboat" (probably USS LCS(L)(3)-50 according to its war diary) moved in and silenced the sniper. This
occurring at Red Beach about 1500, while engineers were performing demolition. My dad also incurred
injuries from white phosphorus at some time. USS Phillip (DD-498) reported white phosphorus landing near
them and USS Jenkins (DD-447) from Sadau shelling of Linkas beaches.
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©1945 Ken Kracht; 2107.Carl Kracht










11945-Ken Kracht; 2012 Cz
ngineers 30 April, Tarakan, clearing obstacles.




