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NEPTUNE - TO REIGK S0PREME

THE EQUATOR, SEPT. 29 = = In a communique from shellback supreme
headquarters today it was amnounced that his Highness King Neptune,
Royal Monarch of the Deep, would make an appearence aboerd the

Rocky Mount to initiate lowly pdbllywogs into the mysteries of the sea

andlto offer them the opportunity of becoming loyal subjects of his
realm,

King Neptune, it was announced, would be accompanied by
the Royal Retinue, which would include the Queen, Lord Privey Sea,
Keeper of the Keys to Davy Jone's Locker, The Prince Dolphin, Heir
Apparant, and Ol' Man River, King Neptune's Chief Surveyor,

The announcement from shellback headquarters did not
indicate whether thk Royal Party would include customary bevy of mer-
maids. However, it was learned from a neutral observer of unimpesach«
able integrulty, who had been informed by a usually reliable source,,
that ssilors of the submarine command plying these waters had taken
most of the merimalds aboard, much to the delisht of the Royal Ladies-
in-Wading, and d etained indefinitely for undisclosed purposes,

A spokesman for the shellbacks aboard the Rocky Mount voice
no resentment at the good fortune his comrades in the submarine ser-
vice, but simply summed up the activities in prospect when Neptune
arrived with the prophetic statement, "Those poor, Fre==--- ¢ polly-
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LITINE ep O 7 1TION ¢

In the passageways leading to the crew's and Army enlisted
men's messhalls there has appeared on the bulletin boards the follow-
ing proclamation:

"ATTENTION ALL ARMY ENLISTED MEN: We are approaching ‘the
Equator so 1t now becomes the duty of every man to uphold the honor, -
tradition and dignity of all the soldiers who have gone before uss.
As of now be it made public by us all that, as in the past, all sold-
iers who cross the Equator AUTOMATICALLY become members of the ORDER
OF THE HONORABLE AND MOST HIGH Y+%A=N=K«B-A~C=K=~S!

"It 1s the equivalent Army organization which takes the
place of the long respected SHELLBACKS. Be it made known here, haw-
ever, that it is not permissable for a silor to become a member of
the YANKBACKS. In like mamer, any soldier who becomes, or attempts
to become a SHELLBACK will be considered dis-owned and will suffer the
wrath of the E.R.M.K.K,

"For the information of outsiders of the clan: YANKBACKS
is the name of the honorable Army groups who have crossed the Egquator
and wish to be fyanked back across to hwre they came from as soon as
possible,! _

"By the members of E.R.M.K.K."

Now the question arises: just who the hell are the
E,R.M.K.K8, and what do the initlals stand for?

(continued on page two)
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(continued) Also, is it possible that some great hoax is
in the making, that the trusty Shellbacks are about to he deorived of
several score pollywog dogfaces; or has competition really come at
last to King Neptune and Hls Royal Court?
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WARS [PRoC Fess

By POLLYWOG Hall, (ex-sea scout with merit badges in
swimming (dog paddle) and bath-tub navigation),

The progress of the war, thus far, leaves much to be desir
In the first place, it is felt that their was absolutely no excuse
for the sinking of the Maine. Obviously this desturction of one our
front line battlewagons was brought about through negilgence on the -
part of Wasington officials. Though the attack on the battleship
Maine was Sneaking and '"would live in infamy", as President McKinnely
described the incident, members of the State Department had been fore
warned of impending conflict with Cuba when it was learned that rum,
ilmported to the United States was being diluted with pinespple juice.

A few hours after the ship had been sunk, Douglas MacArthu
was interviewed in his nursery and responded to a reporters query of
what he thought of the disaster with the abrupt statemnt, "wWe will
be back."

While his statement at that time was a bit premature, it
seems to have fit very neatly into the pattern of events which are no
taking place, and tle war would be pursuing a speedy and effective dir
ection if only there was a little more unadulterated Cuban rum avail-
able for all hands, particularly for the delectation of all shell back

Since there 1s such a scarcity of this stimulant, it is th
opinion writer that the war will not materially improve for us until
the condition 1s corrected., "As Maine goes so goes the nation", so’
let it be here stated thatf like the Maine, we're sunk unless "a
round of grog for all hands" again becomes a part of the Navy custom,
and every sack is fur trimmed with a Wac or a Wave. !

(Editors Note: -- The last stated improvement to better th
lot of Shellbacks aboard was tle suggestion of a taxidermist who has
spent many of his years stuffing fur-bearing fauna,)
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NOTIC E{ NOTICE! NOTICE!

It has been the intention of the two stinky editors of thi
alleged newspaper to write storles of Shellbacks aboard the Rocky Mou
In our haste to make the deadline, and due to additional demands made
on us by roving shellbacks we have been somewhat hampered in this und
taking., Tomorrow's issue will carry full details of their activitiles
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(continued) -~ Then came the war. “Uncle Sam," said my
draft board, '"meeds men like you, you fe==-==g bastard." Then for
sixteen months they put me through basic training, They made me, in
turn, a gunner on an 8 inch Railyay Cannon, a machine-gunner in an
anti-aireraft outfit, a clerk in a persomnnel office, a radio operator
--and---finally, they transferred me to MIDPACIFICAN, the Armed Forces
Newspaper in the POA, "Get in there and write," they ordered me,
"you're not good for a god-dammed thing else, anyway." Later, they
learned that I wasn't even good for that, '

"Wetve got to get rid of that Blumenfeld guy," the editors
said, and they went to bed every night and stayed awake trying to flg-
ure out how it could be done.

: "T got it}" one of them yelled, tired and haggard after a
year's s%eeplessness. "We'll make him a War Correspondent and ship
him out.

And that's how I happen to be here now, But I'm not kiddin
myself, I know damm well I'm not a correspondent, and won't be one
until I havé become a shellback., I also know that I can't be anything
but a low, insignificant, slimey, measly, germ of a pollywog until
that time when the Good King Neptune and His Royal Court honors me wit!
the title: Trusty Shellback,
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NOTICEL NOTICE} NOTICEL

Due ‘to the lack of space it is regretable that the history
of POLLYWOG Franklin T. Hall must be postponed until tomorrow'!s edit-
ion.

DON'T MISS THIS EXCRUCIATING AUTO-BIOGRAPHY ==~ IT'S TITLE IS

The Life and Times of Scrawny Scriviner
or
The Boy has a Nose for News
or
Noses like mine run in the family (SNIFF, SNIFF),
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ATTENTIONILY

Late News Flash ==

Scuttlebutt aboard the ROCKY MOUNT has it that an undisclosed number-
of Shellbacks were reported to have been thrown into the BRIG by an
overwhelming force of pollywogs, Further detalils on this alleged mutiny
will be published tomorrow,
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HAVE YOU SEEN YOUR CHAPLIN TODAY?
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