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U S. S. EELLATRIX

From: 1 April, 1942 To: 30 April, 1942,
0= @=@=0=0=OmOm 0w 0= m OmQmOm Om Om Om Om O O O O G O O O Qe O O 0w O Ome O Qe O

1 April, 1942 DESICNATION Tramsdiv FIVE

COMPOSITION USS MeCAWLIY, USS HEYWOOD, USS FOMALHAUT
SSSS=SS==" anad USS BELLATRIX.

NEXT IIGHER ECHE UsSs TEXAS, attached to Task
orce 38, U. S. Atlantic Fleet.

Moored to South side of pier /1, berth /1, Army
Base, Norfolk, Virginia. Loading cargo and supplies
of Second Naval Construction Battalion.

Z_M,Moored as befores. Continued loacding eargo and supplles
) of Second Naval Construotion Battalion. Passengers
6 April, 1942 reported on board for transportation with their
bagzsage:
Navy Marine Total
Officers 2 5 7
Enlisted men 153 47 200
Total 207
Z.Aprdl, 19LD.
QsCoTs LeCoTe

0400 0000 lloored as before. Continued loading cargo and
supplies of Second Navel Construction Battalion.

S April, 1942

1929 1529 Underway, and proceeded to llampton Roads, Va,,
in accordance with orders of Comtrenddiv Five,

2016 1616 Anchored in Berth #25, Hampton LRoads, Va, U.S.5.
TEXAS (SOFA) of Task Forece //38.
Q. April, 1942 Anchored as before, Awaiting orders,

sgd Robert I Baxter
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A0 April, 1942

GIC.TI LgGa!:
0902 0502
1308 0908

Got underwvay with sealed orders in obedience to
orders of the Commander, Task Iorce /38, of March
25, 1942, ©Standing out of Hampton Zoads on various
courses at various speeds.

Took departure Chesapeake Ll ut Vessel, base course
090(T), standard speed l1lL.0 knots.

1600 1200 Position 37° 05' N,, 7L° LO' W, Distance traveled 63
miles.

1631 1231 Changed Lass course to 124(T).

1639 1239 sSlowed to 12,0 knots.

1653 1253 Assumed Special Formation No. 1.

1703 1303 .lncreased speed to 1l4.0 knots.

1930 1530 Streamed position buoy, due to fos.

2121 1721 Changed standard speed to 1ll.,0 knots.

2132 1732 Changed base course to 164(T).

2355 1955 Clear weather.l Hauled in position buoy

2400 2000 FPosition 36° 09" N., 72° 46 v,

Al ipril, 1942

0100 2100 Changed base course to 124(71), Underway with Task
Yoree #38, U.S.0.,TEXAS (SOPA), BELLATRIX leadoer of
Lth column of coavoy, with j74l. Course 124(T), speecd
11,0 knots.

0800 0400 Position 35° 06' N., 7C° 59' v,

0933 0522 Crew at General Quarters,

1042 0642 Set Condition of Readiness II.

1105 0705 Sighted convoy bearing 060(T). On various courses at

various speeds while New York contigent Jjoined up with

convoy in Speciel Formation ;1. BELLATRIX became
leader of 7th column of comnvoy, with j71.
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11 April, 1942. (Continued)

GaCeTs LiCaTe

1525
1537
1600

2400

12 April, 1942

1125
1137
1200

2000

Base course 171°(T).
Chanced speed to 1l knots,

Ship's position 34° 13' 00" N, 71”7 O6' OC" Vie
Distance made good since noon 10 April, 1942,
335 miles.

Ship'sc position 32° S4% 00" N., 70° 4LS' 00" V.

Underay with Task Foree /38, V.S THXAS (SOrA).
BELLATHRIX %eadar of 7th coluwun, with #71. DBase
course 1719(T); standard speed 11 knots. Ship fully
darkened and in Readiness Condition III,

0955 0555 Jrew at Genernl Quarters. USS DHOCKLYN launched
two planes,

1030 0630 decured from General Quarters, czel Readlness
sondliticn 1Il.

1045 0645 Comnenced maneuvering on orders fron Commander,
Task Foree ;38.

1200 0800 =hip's vposition 30° 53! 00" Ne,. 70° 17! 00" Wi,

1600 1200 Ship's position 29° 37' CO" N., 69° 52' 00" W,
Distance made good since noon 11 april, 1942,
290 miles,

2,00 2000 ©Ship's position 28° 03' 00" N., 69 36 00" W.

A3 spril, 1942 Underway as before.

0920 0530 Crew at CGeneral Quartera,

1015 0615 Ship in Readiness Condition IIl.

1031 0631 Changed base courss to 175°9(T).

1200 0800 Ship'e position 25° 53! 00" MNe, 68° 50 00" W,



13 April, 1942 (Contimued)

G.clT. L.G..110

1600 1200
2,00 2000
Ah cprdl, 102
0925 0525
1016 0010
1200 08C0
1600 1200
1635 1235
1922 1822
2048 1648
2050 1650
211, 1714
2212 l8a2
2400 2000
2L,00 2000
A0 _4prdl, 1942
0400  QOCO
0930 0530
1018 061p

ship's position 24° 13! 00" N, 68° 47' OO" W,
Distance made good since noon 12 Aprll, 1942,
295 milesn,

Ship's position 22° 58' 00" ., 68° 38* 00" W,

Underway as before.
Crew at General . uarters,
Glap da leadlness Condltion 1I1l,

Ship's position 20 26' 00" N, 68Y 12' OO" W,

Ship's position 19% 36' oo» N,, 68° 10*' 00" W,
Distence made good slnce noon 12 April, 1942,
302.6 miles.

Changed base course to 174°(7).
Changed base course to 180°(7).
Changed base course to 210°(T),
Ccut in degaussing gear,

nighted Cape kngana Light bearing 310°(T),
distance 16 miles,

cut out degaueeing gear.,
Ship's poeition 18° 05' 00" N,, 68° 20' cO" W,

Jhanged base course to 180°(7T),

Underway as before,

Changed base course to 2250lT).
set [eadiness Condition I (Jpeeial)
Changed base course to 270°(T),

rh



o spril, 19k (Continued)

Set [Headiness Conditlon III.

Ship's position 16° 48' 00" M., 69° 24' 00" W.

Ship zigezageing during the day 1ln accordanse with

instructions recelved by signal from 0,T.Ce
Ship's position 16° 20 cor N,, 70° 1¢* oO" W,
Distance made good since noon 14 Apwil, 1942,
2755 miles,

Changed base course to 233°(1).

ship's positlon 15° 56' 00" M., 710 39 oo w.

1, 1942 Underway as before.

GeCeTs LoeCoTe
1018 0618
1200 0800
1600 1200
2255 1855
2400 2000

16
Q945 C545
1020 0030
1200 0800
1600 1200
2,00 2000
0130 2130

1. i1, 1042
0951 0551
0059 0659
41 0741

Set Readliness Condition I (Speclal).

wetl lleadiness Condition III,

Ship zlg-zagsing in acocordance vith instructions
received by signel from C,T,.C.

Ship's position 14° 55" QU™ N., 73% 26" QO™ W,
Ship's pesition 14° 11* 00" N., 74° 03' OO W.
Distance mede zood sinoe noon 15 Anril, 1942,
245 miles,

Ship's position 13° 15' 00" N., 75° 23' 00" V.

Chanzed bLase course to 230°(T).

Underway as boefcra.

Set Readiness Condltion I (Special),.

Set. headiness Conditien III,

shanszed course frequently during the day for z

2 12 and maneuvering purposes on orders rooifved
by signal from 0,T.C.

Gt



17 April, 1942 (Continued),

GeCoeTe LoC.T.

1200
1600

2400
0130

0800
1200

2000
2130

Ship's position 12° O4' 00" N., 77° 20' 0O" W,
Ship's positioa 11° 33* QoOn N., 77° 39' 00" W,
Distance made good since noon 106 April, 1942,
167 miles,

Ship's poeition 11° 20' OO" N,, 78° 32' Q0" W,

Changed base course to 225° (7).

18 April, 1942 Underway as before,

0919
1010

1102
1103
1108
55 % B §

1130

1413

1604
1726
1809

.tlpr . 19 .
0zl2

0519
0610

0702
0703
0708
0711

0730

1013

1204
1326
1409
2312

Chensed base course to 2709(7).,

Set Readiness Condition I (Special) and cut in
degaussing gear,

Changed base course to 225°(7),
Set Readlness Condition ITIL.
changed speed to 10 knots,

commenced forming speclal formation #2, on orders
of Commander, Task Foroce,

Assumed position ;25 of special formation /2.
Proceedlng on varfous courses at various speeds
towards swept channel,

Entered swept chanpel and breakwater entrance to
Limon Bay, Cristobal,Canal Zone,

Anchored in jimon Bay, Cristobal, Canal Zone,
Underway on varlous courses at various speeds
proceeding through the I'aneama Canal.

Set clocks back one hour to 5 4 zone time.

Moored starboard slde to east .side ©Of piler #16,
Balkoa, Panama Canal Zone,

wHe



A 1
GeCoeTe LoCaTe
2002 1502
2055 1555
2100 1600
2109 1609

Apr.20

0207 2107
0258 2158
ApPT 1

Moored as before. Recelving fresh
stores and 855 bbls, fuel eil; also s
work on beat skids on No, 1 hateh.

: 4
BESr8}81E

Got underway and left Balboa, Canal Zone.

A

General Quarters.

Joined up with USS BARNETT, whiech stood out of
channel ahead of this vessel. inroute to join convoy.
Standard spesed 10 kaots.

Set Readiness Condition III.

Exchanzed calls with USS GOFF (238), sorting the
USS ELLIOUT and US: AMERICAN LEGION, WAich, at 0150,
(Apre 20), 2150 (Apr. 19), formed a second column
abeam to starboard, distance about 1500 yards.

Changed standard speed to 12,5 knots, base course
220°(T).

Underway with delayed portion of convoy Tare Two
zero Two. Under escort US: GOrrF (238). Left column
BARNETT, BELLATHIX; right column ELLIOTT, AMERICAN
LEGION, Commandexr Trnnadév 5, Convoy Commander, in
MeCAWLEY, Base course 229Y(T), standard speed 14 knots.

GeCoaTe LoCaTo

1020 0520
1112 0612
1300 0800
1323 0823
1356 0938

Set Readiness Condition I (Speclal).

Set lieadiness Condition 1I1l.

Ship's position 006° 003" 00" N,., 081° 04' 00" W,
Set all clocks ahead 42 minutes to convoy time.

Took position #43 in convoy, as third ship in fourth
column, astern of USS HEYWOOD and USS FULLER, USS
sition #31 as convoy gulde, Standard

ds and standard distant 600 yards.
(T), standard speed 12 knots.

MoCAWLEY in
interval 100
Base course 22



20 April, 192 (Continued)
NEXT HIGHER ECHELON: Commander SEPACFOR in USS

CONCORD.

G"\;.T. LOGOT.
1454 1036 Changed standard speed to 1.4 knots.

1518 1100 Commenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan 410,
1618 1200 Ship's position 005° 27' 00" N,.,081° 54' OO" W,
Distance made good since noon 16 April, 1942,
296 miles.
2318 1900 Changed standard speed to 13.5 knots.
23&8?1 1930 Ceased zig-zagsing, resuued base course 228°(T).
Apr.=
0853 1945 ©Set clocks back 16 minutes.

0034 2000 Ship's position 004° 14' OO" M., 083° 07' cO" W,

21 April, 1042
0619 0145 Changed base course to 253°9(7T).
1039 0605 Set Readiness Condition I (Speeial).
1129 0655 Set Readiness Condition III.

1134 0700 Changed standard speed to 14 knots, commenced
zig-zaggzing in accordance with Plan /10,

1234 0800 Ship's position 0020 54 QO™ N,., 085° 16" 00" W.
1634 1200 Ship's position 002° 30' QO™ N., 085° 29' 00" V.
Distance made gcod since noon 20 April, 1942,
- 286,5 niles.
5& 1930 Ceased zig=-zagging eand changed base course to 256°(T),
0009 1935 Set clocks back 20 minutes,

Varlous changes in course during the night oz orders
s of the C.C.T., maintaining base course of 256°(T),.




22 April, 1942 Underway as before.

GeCoTe L.CaT.

1059 0605 Set lieadiness Condition I (Special).
1149 0655 Set Readiness Condition III.
1154 0700 Commenced zige-zagging in accordance with FPlan #10.
1254 0800 Ship's position 001° 29 oon Ney 089° 48' OO" W,
1259 0805 Friendly airecraft sighted bearing 300°(T).
1654 1200 Ship's position 001° 15' 00" M., 090° 39' OO" W.
Distance made good since noon 21 April, 1942,
312 miles,
2335 1841 Davey Jones inspeoted ship.
2346 1852 Davey Jones completed inspectlon of ship and
departed, leaving subpoenaes behind.
Aggibza 1930 Ceased zig-zaggling, changed base course to 254°(T).
0029 1945 3Set clocke back 19 minutes,
0113 2000 Ship's position C00° 49' 00" N., 092° 27' Q0" W,
0147 2034 Changed course to 224°(T).
0243 2130 Changed course to 254°(T).
22 Aprdl,JoLe
1113 0600 Set Readliness Condition I (Speoclal).
1213 0700 Set Readiness Condition III, cormenced zlg-zagging
in accordance with Flan /10,
1313 0800 Ship's position 000° 03! 00" Ili,, 095° 09* CO" W,
1357 0844 Crossed Equator at Long. 095° 19! 00" W,
1358 0845 Neptunus Rex and Royal Party came aboard.
1649 1136 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 254°(T).
1653

1140 Reformed convoy, this ship /53, taking position as
3rd ship in 5th column, proooe&.d by 0D and
rgiLER. McoCAWLEY is convoy gulde at head of 4th
COoLUn «

«Ge




23 April, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoaTe LaCuaTas

1705
1713
1713

1152
1200
1200

ggro 24
43 1930

0058 1945
0206 2030
0306 2130
24 Aprdl, 1942
1140 0604
1231 0655
1236 0700
1336 0800
1736 1200
8166 1930
0121 1945
0159 2000
0231 2032
0331 2132

Neptunus Rex and Royal Party left ship.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #10.
Ship's position 000° O4L' 00" S., 096° 00' 00" W.
Distance made good since noon 22 April, 1942,
329.5 miles,

Ceased zig-zagzing, resumed base course 250°(T).
Set olocks baok 23 minutes,

Changed course to 220°(T).

Changed to base course 250°(7T).

Set Readiness Condition I (Speelal),

Set Readiness Condition III.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #10.
Ship's position OULO 28' 00" 5., 100° 22' 00" W.
Ship's position 001°% 45' OO s., 101° 30' OO" W.
Distance made good slnce noon 25 April, 1942,
32445 miles,

Ceased zig-zaggzing, resumed base course 250°(T).
Set oclooks back 23 minutes,

Ship's position 002° 18' 00" S., 102° 56' oo W,
Chenged course to 220°(T).

Cchanged ocourse to 250°(T).

A /)



25 April, 1942 ''nderway as before.

GeCaTe LoCuT,
1159 0600 Set Neadiness Condition I (Special).
1300 0701 Set keadiness Condition ITT.
1311 0712 Chunged standard speed to lh,.5 knots,
1359 0800 ship's poeition 003° 16! 00" ©., 105° 21' 00" W,
1530 0931 Changed standard speed to 13,5 kaots.
1559 1000 Coumenced zig-zagging in accordance with FPlan #10.
1759 1200 Ship's position 003° 38! OC" S., 106° 40' 0O" W,

;igt;igzs?ado good since nocon EL April, 1942,

1812 1213 Incoreased standard speed to 1llL.5 knots,.

26
0225 1930 Ceased zig-zagzing and resumed bause course, Changed
standard speed to 14 knots,

0144 1945 Set clocks back 22 minutes,

0221 2000 Ship's position 004° 18' QU™ ©., 1080 19' 00" W,
0251 2030 Changed course to 220°(7).

0351 2130 cChanged to base course 2500 (7).

26 April, 1942 Underway as before.
1222 0601 Set Readiness Condition I (Speelal).

1321 0700 Set Readiness Condition III,
1421 0800  ship's position 005° 10' Q0" S,, 110° 57' 00" W,

1821 1200  Ship'e position 005° 4O' OC™ 8., 112° 05' 00" W,
Distance made good since moca 25 April, 1942,

327 miles.
2041 271!.20 Commenced zig-zagging in acvordance with Flan /10,
ADPT o
Ofgl 1930 2558.d zig-zagging and changed base course to

-ll-




26 April, 1942 (Continued)

Apr. 27

GeCeTe LoC,T,
0206 1945 Set olooks back 25 minutes.
0246 2000 ©Ship's position 006° 19' QOv Se, 113° 57" Q0" W,
0316 2030 Changed course to 285°(T).

O04Ll6 2130 Changed to base course 255°(T).

27 April, 1942 Underway as before.
1246 0600 Set Readiness Condition I (Special).
1341 0655 Set Readiness Condition III.
1446 0800 GShip's position 006° 56' 00" £., 116° 51 QO™ W,

1530 o8y chanf:d speed to l4.5 knote and commenced zige
zagging in accordance with Plan /10,

1803 1117 Reduced speed to 12 knots.

18,6 1200 Ship's position 007° 05' 00" 8,, 117° 32' oO" W,
Digtance made good since noon 28 April, 1942,
31645 miles,

1947 1301 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 255°(T).

1957 1311 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #27.

20010 1324 Ceased zig=-zagging, changed speed to 8 knots,

2124 1438 Commenced zig-zagsing in accordance with Plan #27.

2346 170C Changed speed to 10 knots,

SEI& 281930 Ceaeced zig-zagging, resumed base course 255°(T).

0226 1940 Changed speed to 14 knots,

0231 1945 ©Set clocks back 18 minutes,

0304 2000 Ship's position 007° 23' Q0" 5., 118° 38% 00" W.

-lle /3 |




28 April, 1942 Underway as before,
GeCeTs LeCaTe
1304, 0600 Set Readiness Condition I (fipecial).
1359 0655 Set Readiness Conditlion III,
1403 0659 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flam #10,
1504 0800 8hip's position 008° 02' 00" &,, 1210 20 00" W,
1904 1200 Ship's position 008°® 15 GO" H., 122° 10* 00" W,
Distance made good sinee noon 2% April, 1942,
296,5 miles.
J'h.pl'. 29
0234 1930 Ceased zig-zagglng, resuaed base course 255°(T)
0249 1945 set clocks back 23 minutes,
0327 2000 2hip's positioa 008° 45' 00" 8., 124° 00' OO" W,
0357 2030 Changed course to 225°(7T).
0457 2130 Changed to base course 255°9(7).

29 April, 1942 Underway as before.

1327 0600 ©Set Readiness Condition I (Uneelal).

1425 0658 Set LKeadiness Condition III,

1427 0700 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with FPlan /10,

1537 0800 ©Ship's position 009° 30' Q0" ©., 126° 33' 00" W.

1927 1200 Ship's position 009° 42' 00" 8,, 127° 22* 00" W.
Distance made good since ncom 23 April, 1942,
32445 nlles,

Apre 30

0257 1930 Ceased zig-zagcing, resumed base course 255°(1).

0312 1945 Set clooks dack 23 nminutes,

0350 2000 cShip's position 010° 14' Q0" S., 129° 08' QO™ W,

0420 2030 Changed course to 288°(T).

0520 2130 Changed to base course 255°(7).

-13- s




30 april, 1942 Underway as belore.

GeCaTe
1350
1ldds
1450
1550
1950
03%0
0335
0410
0440
0540

LeCaT.
0600
0654
0700
0800
1200

1930
1945
2000
2030
2130

Set Hteadiness Condition I (Speclal)e.

et lieadiness Condition IIl.

Commenced zigezagging in accordance with Flan #10.
Ship's position 010° LO' 00" He, 131° 45' 00" V.
Ship's position 0L0° 47' 00" S,, 132° 26' 00" V.
Distance made good eince noon 29 April, 1942,
31244 miles,

Ceased zig-zageing, resumed base course 255°(T).
gJet clocks bagk 20 minutes.

chip's position 011° 05' 00" H5., 134° 10' 00" V.
Changed course to 288°(T).

Chanmed to base course 255Y(7T).

alhe /éf-
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~CaQ=if=F=L=DeE=l=T=]=A=L=
WAR DIARY
U.S.8. BELLATRIX
From: 1 May, 1942 Toz 31 May, 1942
O0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0
1 May, 1942 DESIGNATION: A unit of Transdivs.,

GQGOT. LQGITI

1413
1507

1510
1613
2013

May 2
0303

0318
0343
0358
0403
0434

0504
0534

0600
0654

0657
0800
1200

1850
1905
1930
1945
1950
2000

2030
2130

COMPOSITION:: BARNETT, G.F,ELLIOTT, AMERICAN LEGION
and BELLATRIX,

NEXT HIGHER ECHELON: Coavoy BT 202 (enroute STRAW).
Underway with convoy BAKER TARE TWO ZERO TWO, Come
mander SEPACFOR, in U.8.5.CONCORD, is also Escort
Commender. Comtransdlv5, in U.S.S.McCAWLEY, is con-
voy Commander, and convey gulde at head of Lth column.
BELLATRIX, with #53, is 3rd ship in 5th column, pre-
ceded by U.S.3,HEYWOOD and U,.S.S5.FULLER. Base course

258°(T); standard speed 1.4 kmots., Ship fully dar-
kenad and in Readiness Conditicn /3.

Set Condition I (special).

Secured from Condition I (special), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

Commenced ziz-zagging in accordance with Plan #10.
Ship's position 011° 33' 00" 8., 136° 51' Q0" W,

Ship's position 011° 45' OO" 8., 137° 4LO' OO" W,
Distance made good since noon, Sept. 30, 316 miles.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 258°(7).
Set clocks back 21 minutes.

Mconrise.

Ship's position 012° 06' 00" S., 139° 32' 00" W.

Changed course to 228°ET;.
Changed course to 258°(T).

ale ;L‘ 4
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2 -

G.G.T. L.c tT.

1242

1408
1434
1534
1537

1634
2034

May 3
0317

0332
0404
0419
0434
0527
0627

1

0408

0534
0600

0700
0703

0800
1200

18,8
1903
1930
1945
2000
2030
2130

Underway as before.

Reduced cpeed tc 9 knots, following movements of
OTC in MeCAWLEY.

Resumed standard speed, 1, knots.

Set Condition I (Special),

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #10.

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Gonditiocn III.
Sunrise.

Ship's position 012° 46' 00" S., 141° 59' 00" W.

Ship's position 012° 53' 30" S., 140° 50' 0O" W,
Distance made good since noon, May 1, 310 miles.

Sunast.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagzing and resumed base course.

Set clocks back 23 minutes,

Ship's position 013° 22' 00" S., 144L° 45" 00" W,
Changed course to 288°(T).

Chanzed course to 258°(T).




2 May, 1942 Underway as before.

GOCOT. L.GIT.

1457
1552
1552
1557
1657
2029

2057

2345
2348
May 4
0342
0357
0357
0427
o442
0519

0619
0651
0729

0600
0655
0655
0700
0800
1132

1200

1448
1,51
1845
1900
1900
1930
1945
2000

2100
2132
2210

Set Condition I (Speclal).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #27.
Ship's position 013° 50' 00" 5., 147° 27' 00" W,

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base coursej changed
standard speed (o 12 knots.

Ship's position 013° 58' 00" 5., 148° 10' 00" W.
Distance made good since noon, May 2, 322,5 miles.

Changed standard speed to 1/ knots.

Cormenced zig-zageing in accordance with Plan #27.
Sunset,

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging and changed base course to 250°(T).
Changed standard speed to 12 knots.

Set clocks back 22 minutes.

Ship's position 014° 20' 0O S., 149° 50' 00" W,
Chanzed course to 280°(T).

Changed course to 250°(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #27.

Moonrise.




May 4, 1942 TUnderway as before.

GeCaTas L.C,.T.

1519
1619

1639
1643
1719
1719
1942
1943

2119
2119

2215
2219
0013
0356
0411
0419
0449
0535
0315

0600
0700

0720
0730
0800
0800
1023
1024

1200

1200

1256
1300
L1454
1837
1852
1900
1930
2000
2240

3et Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

One cruiser and one destroyer joined escort.

S/S MNOERAN (Duteh) and one destroyer left convoy.
Ship's position 014° 56' 00" 8., 151° 44! 00" W,
Two erulsers left escort.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base cource.

Changzed standard speed to 10 knots.
Changed base course to 268°(7).

Ship's position 015° 05' 00" 8., 152° 22' 00" W.
Distance made good since noon, May 3, 265 miles.

Commenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan #27, and
changed standard speed to 12 knots.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed bace course.
Commenced zlg-zageging in accordance with Plan f15.
Changed standard speed to 1l knots.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

Set clocks back 16 minutes, ‘

Shipte posijtion 015° 11' 00" S., 153° 57' OOW.

Moonrise.




ez

G.G .'I'. L.IJ .T.

1235
1535
1632

1735
2135

May 6
0420

0435
0450
0505
0600
0940

1942

0300
0600
0657

0800
1200

1845
1900
1915
1930
2000
2340

Underway as before.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #38.
Eet Condition I (Speocial).

Secured from Condition 1 (Special), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

ship's position 015° 14" 30" 5., 156° 43' 00" W,

Ship's position 015° 13' 00" 5., 157° 45' 00" W,
Distance made good since noon,lMay 4, 306 milea.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig=-zagglng ana resumed base course.

Set clocks back 25 minutes to plus 10 zone tine,
Ship's position 015° 19' 00" 8., 159° 41% OO" W.

Moonrise.




May 6, 1942 Underway as bafore.

GeCoTe

1500
1600
1651
1700
1800
1918
2100
2200

2245

2312

2355

May 7

0006

0011

0019
0045
0215
Oklly
0459
0530

L.C.T.
0500

0600
0651
0700
0800
0918
1100
1200

1245

1312

1355

1406

1419
L4L5
1615
1744
1759
1830

Commenced zig-zageing in accordance with Plan #38.

Set Condition I (Speecial). .
Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III,
Sunrlsa.

Ship's position 015° 26' 00" 8., 1627 38' oO" W,
Ceased zir-zagsing nnd resumed base ccurse 268°(T).
Commenced zlg-zagging in accordance with Plan #38.

Ship's position 015° 28' 00" 8., 163% 35! 00w W,
Distance made good since noon May 5, 336,5 miles.

Sighted 1 crulser and 3 destroyers, identified later
85 UeSeSHONOLULU, UsSe8¢0'BRIEN, Ue340 JUSTIN and
UsSe8.LAMSON, bearing 255°(T).

Aforementioned cruiser and destroyers took position
in escort.

The STRAW section of convoy executed 20° »izht turn
on signal from 0TC, to course 283°(T).

STRAW seotion of convoy resumed base course, escorted
by aforementioned crulser and destroyers.

BLEACHER sectlion, with U.S.5.RICHMOND, U.S.8.MUGFORD
and U.5,.5.SELFRIDGE, proceeded on to 1ta destination.

On.signal from OTC, in U.S.8.McCAVWLEY, the convoy
reformed into three columns of two ships egch.

Took position #32 astern of U.5.5.FOMALHAUT.
Commenced zig-zageging in.accordance with Plan #12,
Set oclocks back 1 hour to plus 1l zone time.
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagglng and resumed base course.

whe - '7




May 6, 1942 (Continued)

L;'!u.’r. Llc.T.

VMay 7 o
0645 1945 Changed base course to 28L°(T).

0700 2000 sShip's position 015° 30' 30" sS,, 165° 30 OO W,




liay 7, 1942
GeCoTe L.C.T.
1130 003C Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #12.
1625 0525 Set Condition I (Special).
1717 0617 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
1720 0620 Sunrise.

1820 0720 HONQLULU reported land sighted (ROSE ISLAND), bearing
340°(T), distance about 50 miles,

1900 0800 Ship's position 015° 06* 00" S., 168° 12' 00" W,

2118 1018 TAU ISLAND eighted,bearing 302°(T), distance
about 53 miles,.

2230 1130 MANUA ISLANDS sighted, bearing 318°(7T), distance
about 40 miles.

2300 1200 Ship's position 014° LO' OO S., 169° 08' OO W,
Distance made good since noon May 6, 322 miles.

May 8
0105 1405 TAU ISLAND abeam to starboard, distance about
17 miles.
0230 1530 gi O?e? northeast point of TUTUILA ISLAND, bearing
T)s

0423 1723 Ceased zigezagging and resumed base course 284°(T).
0430 1730 Changed course to 239°(T).

0504 1804 Sunset,

0619 1819 Darkened ship.

0530 1830 Changed course to 194°(T).

0630 1930 Changed standard speed to 12 knots,

0930 2230 Changed course to 339° (7).

2230 2330 Changed course to 284°(T).

-8-
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May 8, 1942 Underway with STRAW section of convoy BAKER TWO ZERO

TW0e Escort Commander in HONOLULU. Comtransdiv5 in
licCAWLEY is convoy Commander,and also convoy guide
at head of 2nd column, BELLATRIX, with #32, 1s 2nd
ship in 3rd column, preceded by FOMALHAUT. Base
course 284%(T), standard speed 12 knots, Ship fully
darkened and in Readiness Condition III1.

GeCeTe L.C.T.

1130
1230
1235
1330
1400
1615
1645
1734
1735

1755

2022
2053

2100

0030 Changed course to 329°(T).

0630 Changed course to 0L4°(T).

0635 Moonrise.

0230 Changed course to 039°(T).

0300 Commenced zig-zagginz in accordance with Plan #12.
0515 Exercised at General Quarters,

0545 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0634 Sunrise. Changed course to 000°(T).

0635 Changing position in convoy for entrance into harbor,
Pago Pago, Saunoa.

0655 Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III,
On varlious gourses at various speeds entering harbor.

0922 Anchored in Pago Pago harbor.

0953 Moored starboard side to port side of U.8.S.HARRIS.
Distance made good since noon, May 7, $9.5 miles,

1000 Unloading lumber and other supplies throughout the day.




G-.C I.T. LOGOT.

2250
Hay 10
0300

0405

0429

0430
0439
0447
0503
o518
0530
0630
0700
0730

1150
1630
1705

3729

1730
1739
1747
1803
1818
1830
1930
2000
2030

Anchored in harbor, Pago Pago, Samoa, and moored star-
board side to port side of U.5.5.JJARRIS. Ship fully
darkened except for necessary lichts for unloading, and
in Readiness Condition 3-A. Unloading lumber and other
supplies,

Coumpleted unloading operations.

Stationed speclal sea de*ails.,

Got underway and prooceeded out of harbor on various
courses at various speeds conforming to the channel.

Set standard speed 12 knots. Took position astern of
U.S.5.McCAWLEY, escorted by U.S5.3.HONOLULU and two
desatroyers.

Exercised at Ueneral Quarters.

Set Readiness Condition ITI,

Set course 090°(T).

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed course to 060°(T).

Changed course to 000°(T).

Ship's position 014° 10" 30" S., 170° 22' 45" W,
Changed course to 340°(T).

*)Da

[l



iday 10, 1942 Underway enroute Pago Pago, Samoa, to Apia, Samoa,
with U.S.SQELICCAWLEY’ escorted by U.S5.8.HONOLULU and
2 destroyers; in column formation, order of ships
MeCAWNLEY and BELLATRIX; course 340°(T); standard
apeed 12 knots. Ship rfully darkened and in Readiness
Condition III.

GeCueTe LJC.T.

1230 0130 Changed course to 270°(T).

1300 0200 Changed course to 233°(T).

1400 0300 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #12.

1630 0530 B8et Condition I (Special).

1726 0626 Seccured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.

1728 0638 gunrise.

1810 0710 Ceased zig-zagging and resumned base course.

1816 0716 Commenced zilge-zagging in accordance with Plan #12.

1840 0740 'ceasad zig-zageging and resumed base course.

1847 O747 Changed course to 225°(T).

1858 0758 BSet speclal sea detalls, Proceeding into harbor,
Apia, Samoa, on various courses at various speeds
conforming to the channel.

1940 0840 Anchored in harbor in .ipla, Sawoca, in 6,5 fathoms of
water with 75 fathoms of cliain to the starhoard anchor
and 75 fathoms of chain to the port anchorj; on tne
following bearings: East Beacon 100°(T), Cape Horn
Beacon 234°(T), Front Range Light 199 17h°(T).
Distance made good since departure 82 miles.

2017 0917 BSecured stern line tco dinnermost meering buoy.

2220 1120 Commenced discharging cargo.

=T




May 11, 12 and 13 Anchored as before., Discharging cargo and
supplles of Second Naval Construction Battalion.
Carried out port routine.

Ma 1942 Anchored as before. Carried out port routine.
oCoTe LoCoT, continuin? discharging cargo and supplies.

0150 1450 Lieut. (jz), Edwin A, DUNCAN, U.S.N.R., having comn=-
pleted passage on board this vessel, was detached
and proceeded to STRAWHAT, in accordance with his
original orders.

Max 15, 12&2 Anchored as before. Carried out port routine.

oUeTs LiCele Continuing discharging carge and supplles.

0255 1555 Thirty-nine (39) men of the U. S. Naval Construction
Battalion, having completed passage on board this
vessel, were transferred to STRAWIAT, in accordance
with their original orders.

May 16, 1942 Anchored as before. Carried cut port routine.
" Continuing discharging cargo and supplies.
GeCoeTs L.C.T. \

0050 1350 Ensign Christian G. FEBIGER, U.S.N«.Re, and one hundred
thirteen (113) men of the U, S. Naval Construction
Battalion, having completed passage on board this ves-
sel, were transferreé& to STRAWHAT, in accordance with
théir original orders.

%gs_;zlrlghglﬁnohorod as before.
elueloe

1730 0630 Got underway to shift anchorage.

1820 0720 Anchored in 12 1/2 fathoms of water with 75 fathoms
of chain to the starboard anchor, on the following
bearings: Matautu Pt., 134°(T), Beacon 164°(T), Front
Range Light 192°(T), Observatory 287°(T).

Carried out port routine.

May 18, 1942 Anchored as before. Carried out port routine.

May 19, 1942 Anchored as before.

0615 1915 BSecond Loeutenant AMEDEO REA, U.,S.M.C., and forty-seven
men of the U.,8,M.C., having completed passage on board
this vessel, were transferred to STRAWHAT, in accord-
ance with their original orders.
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May 20, 1942

G.CuTs L.C.T.
1110 0010 Made preparations for getting underway.

1207 0107 Underway and proceeding out of harbor on various
gg:ﬁiﬁf‘and at various speeds conferming to the

1215 0115 Set course 060°(T), standard speed 15.8 knots.

1226 0126 U.S.8.0'BRIEN took position as escort.

1300 0200 Changed course to 115°(T), standard speed to 15 knots,

1502 0402 Changed course to 180°9(T).

1640 0540 Set Condition I (Special).

1700 0600 Changed course to 090°(T).

1721 0621 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.

1725 0625 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #10.

1737 0637 Sunrise,

1825 07z5 Changed course to 058°(T).

1837 0737 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

1842 0742 Changed course to 000°(T).

1856 0756 On various courses at various speeds entering harbor,
Pago Pago, Samoa.

1938 0838 Anchored in harbor, Pago Pago, Samoa, in 29 fathoms
of water with 95 fathoms of chain to the starboard
anchor, and two manlla hawseré secured to a mooring
buoy, on the following bearings: Goat Island Flag-
staff 186°(T), Light 133°(T), North Tangent 29h°?T).
Distance made good t£ince doparture 95 miles.

2009 0909 Secured stern to bow of U.S.S5 . .HARNRIS with two manila
hawsers.

May 21.
0340 1640 Eleven officers (MC) reported on board for passage
to the U.S8,5,S0LACE, and one officer (MC) reported
on board for passage to the U,S,3,DOBEIN,

0600 1900 Commenced discharging cargo.
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May 21, 19472 Anchored and moored as before. Continuing
discharging cargo.

1942 Anchored and moored as before

G.c ITI LCC.T.
1730 0630 Made preparations for getting underway.

1802 0702 Underway on various courses at wvarious speeds ahifting
anchorage.

1853 0753 Anchored in berth #1, in 28 fathoms of water with
75 fathoms of chain to the Btarboard anuhor on the
followin bearings: Front Range 035 8 Boacon

& 209 1/4° %T), Breaker Point Lizht 143°(

0407 1707 Made preparations for getting underway.

OL35 1735 Got underway and proceeding out of harbor on various
courses at various speeds conforming to the channel.

0502 1802 Exercised at General Quarters.

0509 1809 Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
0523 1823 Set course 209°(T), standard speed 1liL.6 knots.
0530 1830 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with FPlan #6.




May 23, 1942

G+CoeTe LsCoTe
1128 0028
1645 0545
1745 0645
1747 0647
1900 0800
2300 1200
2301 1201

T0023° 1323
0100 1400
0503 1722
0518 1737
0736 1955
0741 2000
1141 2400

Underway singly enroute Pa%o Pago, Samoa, to Tonga
Islands; base course 209°(T); standard speed li.
knots. Zig-zagging in accordance with Plan /6. Ship
fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.

Moon set.

Set Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

Ship's position 016° 42' 00" S., 172° 03' OO" W,

Ship's position 017° 29' oco" s,, 172° 26' 00" W,
Dietance made good since departure 215 mlles.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance with Plan #6.
Changed standard speed to 15.8 knots,

Set clocks back 41 minutes.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed standard speed to 15.1 knots.

Ship's position 019° O4' 30" 5., 172° 30' 00" W.

Crossed International Date Line, set date one day
ahead, to Monday, May 25, omitted Sunday, May 24, 1942.
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GeCoTe LoC.T.

May 24
1523

1706
1727
1753
1807
1815
1823
1826

2019

2111

May 25
0151

0411

1942

0342
0525
0546
0612
0626

0634
0642

0645

0838

0930

1410

1630

Underway singly enroute Pago Pagob(Samou, to Tongatabu

Island, Tonga Islandsj courese 209Y(T); standard speed
15.1 knots. Zig-zagginz in accordance with Flan #6.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Changed base course to 234°(T).

Set Condition I (Special).

Sighted land bearing 190°(T), distance about 22 miles,
Seoured from Condition I (Speclal), set Condition IIX.
Sunrise.

Changed course to 240°(T)

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

Approaching Tongatabu Island on various courses at
various speeds,

Anchored in berth #23, Nukualofa Harbor in 15 fathoms
of water with 60 fathoms of chain to the starboard
anchor, on the following bearings: East Beacon Monu
Reef 1§2°(T), West Beacon Monu Reef 210,3°(T), East
Beacon Ulanga ura Reef 275,3°9(T)

Eleven officers (MC), having completed passage on board

this vessel, left the ship for the U.S.5.50LACE.,

Ten men reported on board for duty from the U.S.5.
BETEZLGEUSE «

Commenced loading boats as cargo.



May 26, 1942 Anchored as before. Continuing loading boats as cargo.

GOCOT. LICOT.
2051 0910 Air reaid warning sounded by U.S5.5,1ICHMOND; went to
Readiness Condition #1 and Material Condition Afirm,

2112 0931 Fired three rounds of 3"/56 eal, Aa ammunition and 35
rounds of .50 cal, machine gun ammunition at uniden-
tifrfied observation type land plane passing over Tonga=-
tabu Island,

2226 1045 All clear signal sounded by RICHMOND.

2234 1053 Secured from General Quarters.

May 27 and 28, 1942 Anchored as before. Continulng loading boats
as cargo. Carried out port routine.

29, 1 Anchored as before. Carried out port routine.
GeCusTe LoC.T,
2013 0832 U.S.3.KANAWHA moored alongside to port, starboard
slde to.
2106 0925 Commenced fueling ship from KANAWHA

2345 1204 Completed fueling ship, having received on board
114,208 gallons Diesel fuel o©ll.




Moy 30, 1942

GeCoTe LoC.T.

0011
0036

0128
012L

0141
0236
0243
0311
0341
0505
0520
0741

1230
1255

1347
1353

1400
1455
1502
1530
1600
1724
1739
2000

Anchorud as before.

Made preparations for getting underway.

Got underway and proceeded out of harbor on various
courses at various speeds conformings to the channel.
Set course. 270°(T).

U.S.8.,BARKER took position as escort.

Commenced zig-zagslng in accordance with Plan #6.
Changed base course to 177°(T).

Set standard speed 15,8 knots.

BARKER, duty completed as escort, lert station.
Commenced zig=-zagging in accordance with Plan #11l.
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position 022° 16* oo 8., 175° 27' 00" W,

18-
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May 31, 1942
May 30
GeCaTe LeCuT,
1817 0636
1818 0637
1941 0800
2341 1200
May 31
0243 1502
0450 1709
0505 1724
0606 1825
0741 2000

Underway as before, enroute singly Nukualofa, Tonga=~
tabu Island, to Wellington, New Zealand, on base
course 177°IT). Zig-zagging in accordence with Plan
#1l, standard speed 15,8 knots. Ship fully darkened
and in Readiness Condition III.

Set Condition I (Special).

Sunrise,

ship's position 025° 15' 00" s., 175° 15* oo W,

Ship's position 026° 15' @oO» 8,, 155° 12' 00" W,
Distance made good since departure 300.5 miles.

Chenged base course to 180°(T) .

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Moon wrise.

Ship's position 028° 08' 00" 8., 175° 00' 00" W,

Approved:

W. F, DIETRICH,
Captain, U.S.Navy,
cammanding.
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WAR DIARY
U, S. S. BELLATRIX

From: 1 June, 1942 To: 30 June, 1942

0= 0= 0= 0= =0=0=0=0=0=0=Ow0wQul=l=Qmwduwdwdwd=D=D=D=0=0=0=0



Cel«Neful«DelaN«TeIl-A~L

AR DIARY

U. S« S, BELLATRIX

From: 1 June, 1942 To: 30 June, 1942

June L, 1942 DESIGNLTION Unpit of Transdiv), South Pacific Force.

May 31
GeCoT.
1746
0815
1816
1826
1941
2341
2356
June 1.
0141
OL54
0509

0800

L.C.T.

0605
0634
0635
0645
0800
1200

1215
1400
1654
1709
2000

COMPOSITION NEVILLE (flag), BELLATRIX, FOMALHAUT,
=== TFULLER, G.F.ELLIOTT, HEYWOOD.

Mﬂ&%g Transport Diviglons,South
c ¢ Force.

Underway singly enroute TOHGA% U ISLAND to WELLINGTON,
NEW ZEALAND., Base course 208Y(T), standard speed

16,6 knots, 2zZig-zagging in nooor&anoo with P an #11.
Ship fully darkened and in Condition III.

Set Condition I (Speeial).

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

Secured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

Ship's position 030° 50' 0O" 8., 176° 29' 00" W,

Ship's position 031° 49' 30" 8., 177° 05' oo™ W,
Distance made good since noon May 31, 348 miles.

Set Readiness Condition II (Special).

Set clocks back 19 minutes to minus 12 zone time.
Sunset.,

Darkened ship.

Ship's position 033° 231 00" S., 178° 18' 00" W,
Changed course to 205°(T).

wle :Z. *

_—_—_— ot G . ':"



June 2, 1942 Underway singly enroute TONGATABU ISLAND, to WELLINGTON,
NEW ZEALAND., Standard speed 16.4 knots, ccurse 205°(T).
Ship fully darkened and in ileadiness Condition #2
(Special).

June 1
GeCuTe LaCoTo
1800 0600 8Set Condition I (Speciel).

1847 0647 BSecured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition #2
(Special).

1905 0705 Sunrise.
2000 0800 Ship's position 036° 07' 30" 5., 179° 57' oO" B,
June 2
0000 1200 Ship's position 037° 02' 00" 5., 179° 28' 00" E,
Distance made good since noon June 1, 350 miles,

0120 1320 8Sighted EAST CAPE, NORTH ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND, bearing
2,5°(T), distance about 35 miles.

0200 14,00 Set clocks back 30 minutes to minus eleven hour, thirty
minute zone tliume.

0453 1623 Sunset.

0505 1635 Changed course to 189°(T).

0508 163€ Darkened ship.

0830 2000 Ship's position 038° 58' oov s,, 178° 31' 00" E.

0907 2037 PORTLAND ISLAND LIGHT abeam to starboard, distance
20,7 miles,

1003 2133 Chenged course to 222°(T).

1010 2140 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.




une 1942 Underway singly enroute TONGATABU ISLAND to WELLINGTON,
NEW ZEALAND, Course 222°(T), stendard speed 16 knots,
Zig=zagging in accordance with Plan #1l, Ship fully
darkened and in Readiness Condition II (Speecial).
June 2
G’QGQTO LbG.T.
1721 0451 8ighted Castle Pt, Light, bearing 228°(T), distance
approximately 20 miles.

1824 0554 Castle Pt, Light abeam to starboard, distance 10 miles.
1830 0600 Set Condition I (Speecial).

1915 0645 BSecured from Condition I (Epecial), set Condition
3 ;Spaoial) .

1930 0700 Changed base course to 229°(T).
1951 0721 Sunrise.

2012 0742 Sighted Waihingai Pt., Light, bearing 263°(T), distance
12,5 niles,

2030 0800 Ship's position 041° 24' 00" 8., 176° 00' 00" &,
2040 0810 Changed course to 237°(T).

2053 0823 :;ihingai Ft. Light abeam to starboard, distance 3.4
es.

2154 0924 8ighted Cape Palliser Light, bearing 256°(T), distance
1206 miles.

2220 0950 8Sighted NE coast of South Island, bearing 25g°(T).
Ceased zig-zagging and changed course to 215%(T).

2240 1010 Changed course to 237°(T).

2307 1037 Changed course to 300°(T). Comueaced zig-zagging in
g 3 accordance with Plan #36.
une
0030 1200 sShip's position 041° 24' 00" S., 174° 47' 00" E,.
Distance made good sinse aoon June 2, 356 miles,

0044 1214 Ceased zig-zagging. On various courses at various
speeds approaching entrance to Lambton Harbor,

0215 1345 Anchored in Lambton Harbor, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND,
in 11 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chain to the
starboard anochor, on the followingz bearings: Jerningham
Pt, Light 16B°(TLI Halswell Pt, Light 125-30°(T), Somes

Island Light 078°(T).
=3 'ﬁ/



June 3, 1942 (Continued)

GeCuTe LaC,T,
0430 1600 BSet clocks ahead 30 minutes to minus 12 zone time.

June 4 to June L%! 1942 Anchored as before, carried out port
rou Be

June 13, 1942 Anchored as before, carried out port routine,
UGaCaTe LaCuTs
- 2100° 0900 Held quarters for muster, followed by the Captain's
inspection of the erew, holds, upper and lower decks,

5} to J 1 Anchored as before, carried out port
rousine.
Juns 20, 1942 Anchored as before, carried out port routine.

Glc T. LQGOT.
21i5 0915 Held quarters for muster, followed by the Captain's
inspection of the erew, holde, upper and lower decks.

June 2 0 June 1942 Anchored as before, carried out port
rouvtine.
June 30, 1942 Anchored as before, carried out port routine,

GeCuTe L.C.T.
2200 1000 0il barge ST. TOIA came alongside to port.

2237 . 1037 Commenced fueling ship.

2319 1119 Completed fueling nhiﬁ hqvigf received on board
13,693 gallons dlesel fuel oil.

2345 1145 0il barge left from alongside,
Approved:
We Fo DIETRICH,

Captain, U.S.Navy,
cammanding.
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WAR DIARY

U. 8+ Ss BELLATRIX

From: 1 July, 1942 To: 31 July, 1942
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WAR DIARY

U, 8¢ 8, BELLATRIX

From; 1 July, 1942 Tot 31 July, 1942
0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0«0=0=0~0«0=0=0=0=0=(=0~0=0=~0~0~0~0
July 1, 1942 SSIGNATION Unit of Transdiv5, South Pacifice Force.

COMPOSITION NEVILLE (flag), BELLATRIX, FOMALHAUT,
FULLER, G.F.ELLIOTT, HEYWOOD,

ECHELO. Transport Divieicns, Soluth
ac ¢ Foroce.,

Anchored as before in berth B-2, Lambton Harbor,
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND, in 11 fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of cbai'. to the starboard anchor, on the
following bearings: Jernin Pte Light 168°(T),
Halswell Pt, Light 125-30°(T), Somes Island Light
078°(T).

June 30

GOCOT. L.c.‘r.

1958 0758 Underway from anchorage to Aotea Quay.

2030 0830 Moored port slde to Aotea Quay., Commenced loading
supplies for Seventh Marines. Carried out port
routine,

July 1
0630 1830 25 Marines reported on board for passage.



July 2, 1942 Moored port side to Aotea Quay, WELLINGTON, N.Z.
Continued locading supplies. Carried out port routine.

July 1
GeCoeTs LeCoT.
2215 1015 One MNajor and one lst Sergeant of the U.S5.M.C. re-
ported on board for passage.
July 2

0440 1640 One l1lst Lieutenant and 38 men of the U.S.M.C. reported
on board Tor passage.

July 3 to July g, 1942 Moored as before. Continued loading sup-
plles, Carrled out port routine,

July 10, 1942 Moored as before. Contlnued loading supplies.
Carried out port routine.
July 9

2219 1019 Underway from Aotea Quay to Glasgow Wharf, WELLINGTON,
NeZie

2255 1055 Moored starboard side to port side of 8/5 PESHAWAR \
(British), Glasgow Wharf, '

W Moored as before. Continued loading supplies.
arried out port routine,

July 13, 1942 Moored as before. Continued loading supplies.
Carried out port routine.
July 12

2245 1045 One officer and 29 enlisted men of the U.S.M.C.
reported on board for paasage.

2255 1055 One officer and 2 enlisted men of the U.S8.M.C. re=-
ported on board for passage.

July 14, 1942 Moored as before. Continued loading supplies.
Carried out port routine. -

0300 1500 One 1lst Lieutenant and two enlisted men of the
U.8.M.C. reported on board for passage.,




J 6 and 17, 1942 Moobed starboard side to port side of
TAWAR (British), Continued loading supplies.
Carried out port routine.
July 18, 1942 Moored as before,
July 17
GeCaTe LeCoTe

1930 0730 Underway from alongside S/S PESHAWAR to floating
dock, WELLINGTON, N.Z.

1958 0758 \Moored starboard side to west side of floating dock,
WELLINGTON, N.,Z., Commenced loading supplies, and
replacing .50 cal, machine guns,on house-top, with
20 mn, guns.

July 19, 1942 Moored as before, Continuing loading supplies and
replacement of guas.

2130 0930 011 barge moored pert side to, at fuel oll connection.

July 20, 1942 Moored as before, continuing loading supplies and

July 19
2020 0820

2115 0915
20
021 1413

0242 1442

replacement of guns,
Commenced fueling ship.

Completed fueling ship, having received 14,526 gallons
diesel fuel oil. v

Underway from floating dock to anchorage in LAMBTON
HARBOR, WELLINGTON, N.Z.

Anchored in berth B-4, in 12 fathome of water with
75 fathoms of chain to the port aachor 03 the fol-
lowing bearings: JERNINGEAM PP, LIGET $11°(1),
ggisgﬁﬁatT). LIGHT 165°(T), SOMES ISLAND LIGHT

July 21, 1942 Anchored as before., Carried out port routine.



July 22, 1042

July 21

GeCuaTs LaCaTe

1931
2058

2219

2222
2240
2250
2252
2253
2340

July 22
0000

0017

0019
0041
0145
0204
0341
0355
0357

0731
0858

1019

1022
1040
1050
1052
1053
1140

1200

1217

1219
1241
L1345

1541
1555
1557

Anchored as before.

Made preparations for getting underway.

Underway and proceeding out of harbor at various
speeds on various courses; standard speed 8 knots.

With BARING HEAD LICHT bearing 104°(T), distance 2
milgs took departure with AMPHIBIOR SéPAC. set course
165%(%). OTC in USS MoCAWLEY, 1lst ehip in 3rd columnj
formation guide in USS HUNTER LIGGETT, lst ship in 2nd
columnj; BELLATRIX, with #43, is 3rd and last ship in
4th column, preceeded by USS AMERICAN LEGION and USS
FULLER (section guide).

Went to General Quarters.

Changed standard speed to 14 knots,

Changed course to 148°(T).

Changed course to 165°(T).

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
Comnenced zige=zageging in accordance with Plan #l1,
Ceased zig-zagglng and changed base ogurse to 140°(T).
Ship's position 04L1°( 38' 30" 8., 175 ' 30" E,
Distance made good since departure 25 miles.

Passed CAPL PALLISER LIGHT abeam to port, distance
7e5 miles.

Ceased zlg~-zagging and resuned base ocourse.
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #ll.
Ceased zig-zagelng and resumed base course,
Changed base course to 090°(T),

Changed speed to 10 knots.

Changed base course to 040°(T).

Changed standard speed to 14 knots,

wlym /?7‘



July 22, 1942 (Continued)
G.G.T. LIG .Tl

0410 1610 Hauled down colors on slgnal from OTC.
0L36 1636 Changed course 30° to left to 0109(T).

OLL5 1645 Changed course 30° to right to 040°(T), changed
speed to 10 knots.

0451 1651 Resumed standard speed of 14 knots.

0559 1709 Sunset.

0524 1724 Darkened ship.

0800 2000 Ship's position 041° 10' 00" s., 177° 15' 00" E.



July 253, 1042
July 22
GeCosT, L.CuTs
1350 0150
1820 0620
1900 0700
1901 0701
1916 0716
1955 0755
2000 0800
2032 0832
2100 0900
Tuly 23
0000 1200
OQLS 1248
01060 1300
0206 1406
0500 1700
0513 1713
0528 1758
0800 2000

Undgrway as before with AMFHIBFOR SOPAC, on course
04G¥(T), standard speed 14 knots. Ship fully dar-
kened and in Readiness Condition III.

Moonset,

Set Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Speeclal), set Condition III.

Coumenced zigezagglng in accordance with Plan j#11l.
Sunrise.

Ceased zlg-zageing and resuned base course.

Ship's position 039° 27' ooO* 8., 179° 10' oor E,
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #ll.‘

Chenged base course to 044°(T), changed standard
ppeed to 12 knots. Ahead standard speed.

Ship's position 038° 44' 00" S,, 180° 00' OO" K,
Distanco made good slnce noon 22 Jily, 308.6 miles,

Ceased zlg-zagging and resuned base course.

Changed base course to 000°(T),  standard speed 14
knotsj ahead standard speed.

Commenced zlg-zageing in accordance with Plan #11.
Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed base course.
Sunset.

Darkened shilp.

Ship's position 037° 05' 00" S., 179° 53' co" E,

2



duly 24, 1942 Undgrway as before with AMPHIBFOR SOPAC, on course
000"(T), standard speed 14 knots, Ship fully dar-
kened and in Readiness Condition III, Weather:
overcast with Jccasional heavy squalle, decreasing
vieibility and falling barometer.

July 23

GeCeTe L.C.T.

1730 0530 Heavy rain squalls encountered; visibility varying

between 1000 and 3000 yards; nd increased to force
6, coming from NE.

1900 0700 ©Suarise.
1956 0756 Changed standard speed to 13.5 knots.
2000 0800 Ship's position 034° 26 30" 8., 179° 53' 30" W.
2030 0830 Changed standard speed to 13 knots.
2100 0900 Changed standard speed to 10 knots.
2230 1030 Changed standerd speed to 12 knots.
July 24

0000 1200 Ship's position 033° 41' 00" S., 179° 42' 00" W,
Distance made good since noon 25 July, 316.6 miles.

0015 1215 Changed standard speed to 13 knots,

0051 1251 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #1l.
0355 1555 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0516 1716 Sunset.

0531 1731 Darkened ship.

0800 2000 Ship's position 032° 04' 30" S., 179° 42' OO" W.
0900 2100 USS FOMALHAUT dropped out of formation due to

diffioulty in securing cargo, which got loose
during heavy rolling/




July 24

GeCaTu LoCoTe

1425

1439
1450

1500
1759
1837

1900

1925
2000
2016

2023
2028
2035

2048

2110
2340

0225

0239
0250

0300
0559
0637

0700

0725
0800
0816

0823
o828

0835
0848

0910
1140

Underway as before with AMFHIBFOR SOPAC, on course
000”(T), standard speed 13 knots. Ship fully dar-
kened and in Readiness Condition III, Weather:
squally, high wind and rough sea.

Slowed to 2/3 speed, following movement of ship

ghe;d (AMERICAN LEGION), due to BARNETT dropping
ack.

Resumed standard speed.

Slowed to 2/3 epeed, following movewsiv Ui sulp
ahead.,.

Resumed standard speed.
Set Conditlion I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III,
Sunrise.

Commenced zig-zagging in acocordance with Plan #11;
changed standard speed to 10 knots.

FOMALHAUT, acomapanied by RALFH TALBOT, sighted astern.
Ship's position 029° 48 00" S., 179° 50 00" W,

Decreased speed to 7.2 knots to receive guard mail
from USS HELM.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base gourse 000°(T).
Increased speed to 10 knots.

Changed base course to 355°(7), standard speed to
13 knots; ahead standard speed.

Inoreased speed to 16,6 knots to regaln position in
GUNVOY »

Resumed position in convoy and standard speed ahead,

A TR boat stowed inside a tank lighter on the skids
of No. 2 Hatoh, began working loose from its gripes
because of the ship's heavy rolling, and threatened
to slide over the side., Deoreased speed to 7.6 knots
(42 r.Edn.). and changed course to 330°(T), to ease
the rolliéng. This course cut slowly across rear of
the Convoy formation from right to left.

14 |
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July 25, 1942 (Continued)
GeCaeTs LoCuTe

0000 1200 Ship's position 029° 12' 15" S., 179° 50' oo™ W,
Distance made good since noon ZL July, 264.1 miles.

0001 1201 Convoy changed standard speed to 14 knots.

0050 1250 Having secured the TR boat with additional wire
gripes, increased speed to 16 knots (87 turns), and
headed to take station in Convoy formation.

0145 1345 On order from OTC to drop back and join FOMALHAUT
with her escorting destroyers, reduced speed to l1ll
knote (58,5 rcpom.)o

0231 1431 Changed course to 270°(T).

0235 1435 Changed spead to 10,8 knots.

0236 1436 Changed course to 280°(T).

0255 1455 Changed course to 290°(T).

0319 1519 Changed speed to 13,6 knots.

0325 1525 Changed course to 300°(T).

0326 1526 Changed course to 320°(T).

0337 1537 Changed course to 340°(T).

0342 1542 Changed speed to 13.9 knots.

0345 1545 Changed course to 015°(T). |

0513 1713 Changed course to 000°(T). The HELM stood near to
deliver mail to FOMALHAUT and thereafter remained
as an escort with the RALFH TALBOT.

0526 1726 Changed speed to 15.6 knots.

0527 1727 Sunset.

0533 1733 Changed speed to l4.5 knots.

0536 1736 Changed speed to 14 knots,

0542 1742 Darkened ship.



July 25, 1942

GeCoTs L.C.T.
0730 1930

0800 2000

(Continued)

Caterpillar tractor in No, 1 Hold broke loose from
her lashings and shordns, due to the heavy rolling
of the ship, It ripped the door off the degaussing
room and also smashed the fendsr of a nearby truck
broke the beams and crcds boards on the hatch guar&
tore the W,T. escape hetcii from one hinge. Apparentiy
the damage to the tractor was slighec.

Ship's position 027° L6 00" S., 179° 53' OO" W.

-G p=




July 26, 1942 Undsrway as before with FOMALHAUT, HELM and RALPH
TALBOT escorts, on course 000°(T), standard speed
15 knots, endeavoring to regain our stations in
formation ahead out of sight, Ship fully darkened
and in Readiness Condition III. Weather: wind and
sea mnoderating, barometer rising steadily; sky partly
cloudy with st-cu olouds; bright moonlight.

July 25

GeCoTe LoC.T.
1635 0435 Moon set.

17,0 0540 Set Condition I (Special).

1835 0635 Seoured from Conditiocn I (Special), set Condition III.
Sunrise.

1933 0733 Convoy changed base course to 357°(T).

2050 0850 Commenced testing 20 m.m. guns, firing short bursts
on each of the 8 guns. (Structural test firing).

2145 0945 Ceased firing practice, having expended 95 rounds
20 mym, ammunition,

2150 0950 Exchanged calls with Ewo friendly ships sighted on
port bow, bearing 320%(T), distance about 17 miles,.

Ju§§326 1030 Changed course to 356°(T).
0000 1200 Ship's position 023° 53' Qo" 8., 180° 00' OO" W,
Distance made good since noon 25 July, 309.1 miles,

0150 1350 Sighted friendly Eask Forece on starboard bow, bearing
approximately 050°(T).

0215 1415 Task Force previously sighted is oompesed of 18 ships,
including convoy and escorts.

0220 1420 Changed ccurse to 025°(T).
0226 1426 Sighted 4 ships on port bow, bearing 340°(T).

0227 1427 Task Force previously sighted ¢ course to the
right, preparatory to falling in with this Foroce.

0242 1442 Changed course to 000°(T).

0252 1452 Ships sighted at 1426 is a friendly Task Force come
posed of 9 ships,

0318 1518 Changed standerd speed to 15 knots, 2/3 speed ahead.

=10~ / 7
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July 26, 1942 (Continued)

Gﬁgég' Ligég; USS NORTH CAROLINA passing across our stern from
starboard to port.

0332 1532 Changed course to 040°(T).

0335 1535 Standard speed ahead,

0338 1538 Changed course to 035°(T).

0345 = 1545 Changed course to 020°(T).

0350 1550 Changed course to 012°(T).

0353 1553 Changed course to 035°(T).

0357 1557 Changed course to 015°(T).

0359 1559 Changed course to 010°(T).

0403 1603 Changed course to 005°(T).

0416 1616 Changed speed to 2/3 ahead.

0417 1617 BELLATRIX regained position in convoy,

0425 1625 FOMALHAUT regained position in convoy.

0431 1631 cha;fgod standard speed to 13 knots, ahead standard,
0517 1717 Changed standard speed to 8 knots, slowed to 6 knots,
0522 1722 Changed base course to 000°(T).

0527 1727 Ahead standard speed.

0530 1730 Several ships, includ destroyers and transports
took lt.at.iona'in thiaigfspoutim. ;

0536 1736 Sunset.
0551 1751 Darkened ship,
0600 1800 Changed standard speed to ll knots, ahead standard.

ell= /g/



July 26, 1942
GUCIT. L.c'T.
0800 2000
0900 2100
0920 2120

{Continued)

Ship's position 022° 04' OO" 8., 179° 55' 30" W,

On signal from 030, made emergency turn of 45° to
starboard to 045°(7T).

On signal from OTC, resumed base course 000°(T).

/1




27, 1942 Undgrway as before with AMPHIBFOR SOFAC, on course
000°(T), standard speed 1l knots. &Ship fully dar-
kened and in Readiness Condition III.
July 26
GeCoeTs LoCuTe
1737 0537 Set Condition I (Speecial).

1830 0630 Secured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition III,
Sunrise.

18,8 0648 Changed standard speed to 10 knotsj ahead standard.

1857 0657 Changed course 45° to right to 045°(T).

2000 0800 Ship's position 019° 57 0O" S., 179° 56* 00" W,
ggss%%?al from OTC changed course 90° to left to

2019 oq;g On gignal from OTC ohanged course 45° to left to
. 270°(T). Changed 'standard speed to 6 knots,

2105 0905 Suii boat from USS GREGORY came alongside for guard
mail.

2110 0910 Changed standard speed to 10 knots, ahead standard.
2117 0917 Changed base course to 000°(T).

2208 1008 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #18,
using British system. (MERSIGS).

2255 1055 Sighted land on starboard bow, bearing 334°(T).
2256 1156 Sighted TATOYA ISLAND on port bow, bearing 010°(T).

J 27
3%50 1200 Ship's position 019° 33' 00" 8., 179° 58' 0O W,
Distance made good since noon 28 July, 269.6 miles.

0045 1245 Three cruisers and one destroyer jcined formation.
0156 1356 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 000°(T),

0210 1410 Left tangent of MATUKU ISLAND bearing 277°(T),
distant 13 miles.

0215 1415 Changed base course to 315°%(T).

02834 1434 Passed right tangent of TATOYA ISLAND abeam to star-
board, bearing 045°(T), distant 8 miles,

13- ?0 1
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July 27, 1942
“oa52" ise’
0335 1535
0438 1638
0516 1716
0531 1721
0542 1742
0557 1757
0636 1836
0700 1900
0800 2000
1004 2204

(Continued)

Commenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan #41l.

zighted MOALA ISLAND dead astern, distant about 18
les.

Ceased zig-zagging and remained on course 280°(T).
Changed course to 3159(T).

Changed course to 345°(T).

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed course to 030°(f).

Changed standard speed to 6 knots, ahead standard.
Ship's position 018° 35' oo™ s., 179° 41' OO" E.
Changed standard speed to 9 knota; ahead standard,

o |



July 28, 1942 Undsrwny as before with AMPHIBFOR SOPAO*ugn course

July 27

GeCsTe L.C,T,

1400
1430

1606
1630
1727
1800
1820
1833
1844
1848
1857
1912
2000
2030
2109
2121
2122
2128
2131

To0%0 "

0145

0200
0230

0406
0430
0527
0600
0620
0633
0644
0648
0657
0712
0800
0830
0909
0921
0922
0928
0931

1200

1345

030%(T), standard speed 9 knots. Ship
kened and in Readiness Condition III.

ly dar-

Changed base course to 000° (T), changed speed to
8 knots, and formed Approach Disposition AR-l.

Completed Disposition change and resumed standard
speed, 9 knots.

Changed course to 330°(T), changed speed to 8 knots.
Resumed standard speed of 9 knots.
Set Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.

Sunrise.

Chenged speed to 8 knots.

All engines stopped.

Changed course to 265°(T).

Chenged course to 270°(7T).

Changed standerd speed to 12 knots, ahead standard.
Ship's position 017° 20 30" 8,, 179° 39' 00" E.
Cut in degaussing gear.

USS HUNTER LIGGETT hauled down gulde flag.

Entering TRANSPORT AREA, off KORO ISLAND, FIJI ISLANDS.

Conducting Landing Force Exercises.
Stopped engines, standing by to hoist out beate,

Arrived at point X-RAY.

First boat in water. Lylng to, on various courses,
using engines to maintain poai%ion.

Ship's position 017° 08' 30" S., 179° 25' 00" E,
Distance made good since noon zi July, 269.6 miles,

First tank lowered into tank-lighter.

elSe
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July 28, 1942 (Continued)

GOGUT. L.c.T. !
0320 1520 Commenced hoisting boats and tanks aboard.

0542 1742 Sunset,

0557 1757 Darkened ship.

0800 2000 Ship's position 0L7° 09' 30" 8., 179° 24' 30" E.

1016 2216 Holsted last boat oan board.

1051 2251 Torming column order astern AMERICAN LEGION and
FULLER (seetion guide). Set course 350°(T), standard
apeed 9 knots,

1103 2303 Ahead standard speed.

1108 2308 Changed course to 090°(T).

1110 2310 Seoured port main engine.

1135 2335 Seocured degaussing gear.

-16-




J 29, 1
B, o
1205 0005
1325 0125
1520 0320
1530 0330
1730 0530
1735 0535
1755 0555
1806 0606
1823 0623
1824 0624
1830 0630
1839 0639
1844 0644
1850 0650
1852 0652
1903 0703
1915 0715
1918 0718
1931 0731
1943  O743
1945 Q745
1946 0746

Undgmy as before with AMPHIBFOR SOFAC, on course
090%(7), standard speed 9 knots, Ship rully darkenod
and in Readiness Condition IIl.

Changed course to 158°(T).

Changed course to 180°(T).

Changed course to 090°(T).

Changed course to 000°(T).

Set Condition I (Speeoial).

Changed standard speed to 12 knots, ahead standard.
Changed course to 300°(T).

Changed course to 270°(T).

Changed standard speed to 8 knots, ahead standard.

Sunsiae. Sighted KORO ISLAND on port bow, bearing
207(T).

Secured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition III.
Made 90° turn to right to course 000°(T).
Made 90° turn to right to course 090°(T).
Changed standard speed to 12 knots, 2/3 ahead.
Made 90° turn to right to course 180°(T).
Made 90° turn to right to course 270°(T).
Changed course to 280°(T).

Changed course to 285°(T).

Changed course to 090°(T).

Changed course to 095°(T).

Changed course te 340°(T).

Started port main engine.
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gg%x gg. 1942 (Continued)
" g

GeCoeTe LeCoTs
1947 0747 Changed course to 330°(T).

1950 0750 Cut in degaussing gear.

2000 0800 Ship's position 017° 10' 00" 3., 179° 25' oO" E.
2003 0803 Changed course to 270°(T).

2004, 0804 All engines stopped.

2005 0805 Ahead 2/3, taking positions of 2000 yards interval
in columns for unlcading.

2009 0809 Changed course to 250°9(T).

2013 0813 Commenced scheduled exercisesy on various courses
approaching TRANSPORT AREA, in Landing Force drill.

2018 0818 Stoppedé lying to, at various speeds on various ocourses
t0 maintain position.

2025 0825 Commenced hoisting out boats.

2028 ;dggga First boat in water,

2148 HEOLB Commenced hoisting out tanks.

2152 0952 TFirst tank lowered into tank lighter.
2156 0956 Hoisted tank lighter on board,

T 29
g%gb 1200 Ship's position O17° 10' 30" S., 179° 24' 20" E,
Distance made good since noon 28 July, 88,2 miles.

0148 1348 Last boat holsted on board.
0543 1743 Sunset,

0550 1750 Set standard speed 9 knots.
0554 1754 Ahead standard speed,

0555 1755 On various courses at various speeds taking peosition
in formation astern of AMERICAN LEGION and FULLER.

0558 1758 Darkened ship.

w)] 8-
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July 29, 1942 (Contilnued)

GaCoTls LaCuTs

0744
747
0755
0800
og1s
0830
0949

0955

1015
1031
1042
1126
1130

1944
1947
1955
2000
2018
2030

Ahead standard speed.

Set course 180°(T).

Secured degaussing gear,

Ship's position 017° 18! 30" 8., 179° 30* oo E,
On signal from FULLER changed speed o & knots.
Changed standard sp;ed to 12 knots.

On signal from OTC made 45° rigzht turn to course
225°(T).

On gignal from OTC made 45° left turn to course
180%“(T).

Changed course to 1359(T).
Changed speed to 11 knots.
Changed speed to 12 knots.
Changed speed to 1l knots,
Changed course to 090°(T).

-19—
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J 0, 1 Undamy as before with AMPHIBFOR SOPAC, on course
090 éTl, standard speed 12 knots., Saip fully dar-
kened and in Readiness Condition III.
July 29
GeCoTs LJC,.T,
1243 0043 Changed course to 045°(T).
1400 0200 Changed course to 000°(T).
1514 0314 Changed course to 315°(T).
1719 0519 Changed standard speed to 1l knots.
1725 0525 Set Condition I (Speocial).
1745 0545 Changed course to 270°(T).
1755 0555 Changed standard speed to 12 knots,
1800 0600 Secured from Condition I (Speeial), set Condition III.
1810 0610 Cut in degaussing gear.
1823 0623 Sunrise.
1846 0646 Ohanged course to 250°(T).
1900 0700 Sighted 5 planes bearing 315°(T).

1925 0725 Sighted several squadrons of bombers in various areas
surrounding formation, flying at high altitude.

1930 0730 Changed course to 270°(T).
1942 0742 Changed course to 230°(T).
1950 0750 Changed course to 270°(T).
2000 0800 Ship's position 017° 11' 50" 8., 179° 25' 50" E.

2012 0812 Commenced scheduled exercises; lying to} on various
courses at varlous speeds to keep position.

2015 0815 Dive bombers began bombing targets on KORO ISLAND,
2023 0823 Lowered first boat into water.
2040 0840 Lowered first amphibian tank into water,

2222 1022 Crulsers and destroyers holding firing practice at
targets on beach.

ot L 47 1
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July 30, 1942 (Continued)
July 29

GeCaTs L.C.T.

July

2241
2316
23&030
0000
0002
0049
0543
0558
0800
0805

1041
1116
1140
12C0

1202
1249
1743
1758
2000
2005

USS RAINIER standing in.
Amphibian tank hoisted aboard,
Began hoisting boais on bourd.

Ship's position 017° 10! 20" 8., 179° 25' 50 E,
Distance made good since noon 25 July, 136 miles,

USS PLATTE and USS KANAWHA standing in.

Holsted in last boat,

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position 017° 08' 50" 8,, 179° 25 20" E,.
Moonrise,




July 31, 1942
July 30
GeCoeTe L.C.T,
1725 0525
1800 0600
1823 0623
I§23031 0800
0000 1200
0230 1430
0411 1611
0514, 1714
0520 1720
0530 1730
o544 1744
0559 1759
0601 1801
0610 1810
0654 1854
0707 1907
0711 1911
0724 1924

ing to as before in TRANSPORT AREA off KORO ISLAND,
FIJI ISLANDSE. On various .ourzes and at various
sgoeds to maintain position. Operating with AMFHIB-
FOR SOPAC in landing exercises, Ship fully darkened
and in Readiness Condition III,
Set Condition I (Special).
Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condlition III.
Sunrise.
Ship's position 017° 09' 00" S,, 179° 24' oon E.

Ship's position 017° 08' 30" 8,, 179° 22" 45" E,
Distance madé good since noon 36 July, 30 miles.
Twenty-four men of Co, "A", lst Enge. Bn., USMC,
réported on board for passage, bringing number of
Marines on board to 117, including 5 officers.
Commenced maneuvering preparatory .o forming Cruising
Dispositlion "AC-3",

Took position in column astern of AMERICAN LEGION
and FULLER; on various courses at various speeds,

Eith left tangent of KORO ISLAND bearingolho°(TJ, and
ght tangent of KORC ISLAND bearing 198°(T), took
departure and set coursze 080°(T).

Secured degaussing gear.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed course to 130°%(T).

On signel from FULLER, changed speed to 7 knots.
Reduced speed to 5 knots.

Changed course to 170°(T).

Increased speed to 6 knots.

Resumed convoy speed of 7 knots,

«22e
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July 31, 1942

G. c .T a L L ] c IT .
0748 1948
0800 2000
0910 2110
0953 2153

N,

(Continued)

PT. ALLDIN LIGHT broad on starboard beam, bearing
260°(T), distance 15.5 miles,

Ship's position 017° 22' 30" s,, 179° 39' oo" =,
Moonrise.

PT. ALLDIN LIGHT broad on starboard quarter, bearing
305°(T), distance 22 miles.

Approved :

W. F, DIETRICH,
c!lptain UeS el e,
Gammanding.
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WAR DILARY
Us Ss S+ BELLATRIX

From: 1 August, 1942 To: 31 august, 1942
O0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=l=0=0=0=0=0=0= D=lwlml= == d=0=0=0=0=0

& Aucust, 1942

DESIGNATION Task Force 62.

GOHPOSITéon (a) Transport Grous (62.1), Captain
ol ol DiER Transdlvs A, D, - E. and 12,

(b) Escort (6246) R2ar Admiral
CRUTCHLEY. Sereenine oroup (62,6). Fire Support
Group Love (62,3). Fire Suppori Croup Mike ? 2ed) s
Mine Swecper CGroup (562,5).

W Amphibious Force, South
acific Foree, U, 5. Pacllfic "leet,

GeCeTe LoCuTe(=12)

July 31 Aug. 1.

1515 0315 Light rain commenced.

1540 0340 Light raln ceased.

1600 0400 Changed speed to 5 knots (25 RePslls).

1607 0407 Chanced course to 205(T).

1625 O425 Changed speed to 9 knots (39 repems)

1700 0500 Entered heavy railn squall; visibllity decoreased.
1730 0530 &Set Speclal Condition 1.

1731 0531 Raln ceased; sky clearing.

1809 0609 Passed Moala Island abeam to pcrt; left tangent

bearing 1379; right tangent beariag 09€°; distance
5¢5.:miles,

1815 0615 Seeubed from Speciel Condition I set Condition III,
1922 0722 Baock maln engines 2/3.
19223 07223 Full astera.




1 sugust, 1942 (Continued)

Gu.C.T, L.C.T.

1923

0723

Stopped.

19234 0723% Ahead l.3.

1925 0725 Chanzed course to 230%(7)

1925 0725 Stopped.

1927 0727 Ahead 1/3,

1929 0729 Ahead 2/3,

11932 0732 Ahead standard speed.

2000 0800 sShip's position 18% L2' 30n Se, 179° 38* 00" E,

2020 0820 Secured starboard main engine.

2025 0825 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #1l1l.

i August, 1942

0000 1200 Ship's positiom 19° O4' 00" S., 179° 11' CO" H,
Distance made good since noon 5uly 31, 1942 148,06 miles,

00083 12084 Ceased zlg-zagging.

0015 1215 Changed course to 237°(T); changed speed to 13 knots
(69 r.p-m.)\

0028 1228 Sighted two aireraft bearing 809, presumably planes
from friendly crulser,

0033 1233 Commenced zig-zagging 1n accordance with Plan #1l.

0048 1248 Sighted 1sland bearing 290° (T), on starboard bow,

- distence approximately 15 miles.
0258 1458 Filve friendly planes flew overhesad.
O0L29 1629 Lkeceived mall from USS LITTLE, and transferred mail
! to her.

OL4LO 1640 Received signal by flag holst that a strange ahiirfas
been sizhted bearimg 220°(T); appears to be an a
craft carrier,

0515 1715 Ceased zlg-zagging; resumed base course 237°(T),

0517 1717 Changed Fleet axis to 280°(T).

-2-



1 August, 1942 (Contlnued)
GeUoTe LeCoTs
0526 1726 USS IO0GAN reported submarines in vielnity.
0507 1707 Darkened ship.
0630 1830 Changed base course to 280°(1).
0800 2000 Ship's positicn 19° 42 25¢ 3,, 179° 33 oon K,

/ef lobert 1. Baxter.
2 August, 1942 .

UeCaToe LaeTeT,

AUg e i AUZe 2 Underway as before; weather: bright moomlight,
clear sky, with detached clouds, Visibility about
2/9 miles, Ship darkened.

17L5 0545 Set Condition I (Special).

1827 0627 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition I11I.

1828 00628 Light Bhlp.

1847 0647 Commanced zig-zageging in accordance with Plan /1l.,
on signal 0.,T.C.

1955 0755 USS UeCAWLEY left formation,
2000 0800 Ship's positiom 19° 11' O0" 8,, 174° 58' 00" E.
2000 0800 Chansed speed to 12 knots (64 r.p.me)

2247 1047 ?trigge aireraft sishted, bearing 310°(7), distance
miles,

2250 1050 dighted two ships over the horizon, hull down
§$a;i§g 2359(T), and 24,5°(T), distance appraximataly
808,

2253 1053 USL PRESIDENT ADAMS dropped out of formetion for
exercises,

2255 1055 UsS MeCAWLEY rejoined formation.

Aug, 2, 1942,

0000 1200 Shif'a position 18° 58' 00" &., 174° 05' 00" E,
Distance made good siuce noon Aug. 1, 1942, 30645



2 August, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoTy LoCo,T,
0115 1315 USS IFRESIDENT ADAME rejoined formation.

OLLl, 1644 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course on signal
from O0.,T.C.

0536 1736 Chanzed course to 240°(T).

0550 1750 USS CALHOUN approaching on starboard quarter for
transfer of guard mail.

0600 1800 Clocks retarded ome hour to linus 11 time zone.
0605 {I%%; Recelved guard maill from USS CALHOUN

0614 1714 Sunset.

0629 1729 Darkened ship.

0640 1740 Flashing light reported by lookout, bearing 110°(7T);
was not observed from bridge. Light flashed 3 times,

0648 1748 Ubserved 2 boxes floating tc port, obviously from
USS AMERICAN LEGION or USS FULLER.

0659 1759 Observed green rocket over USS FOMALHAUT., Apparently
no action was taken by any ship.

0900 2000 Ship's position 19° 046' 00" S,, 172° 18' 00" E.

0900 2000 Changed base course to 290%(T). Changed standard
speed to 11 knots (59 re.pems)

1140 2240 Moonrise.
/8/ Robert I.Baxter.
g :auﬂusta 1942 Underway as belfore; forece disposition "AC-3." Ship
Ug e 8o fully darkened. Weather: passing cumglus clouds:
(=11 from Northeast. Fresh breeze from Northeast. Sllight
swells from N.N.E.
1805 0505 Set Condition I (Special).

1901 0601 Sighted unknown object on horizon, bearing 120°(T)j
holsted flag signal to notify convoy.

1908 0608 Secured from Sondition I (Speclal), set Condition III,
Lizht Bhi]) .
-"- 5
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August, 1
Uz s Ule
GeCaTs LeCaTs
1924 0624
1950 0650
2000 0700
2002 0702

2023 0723
2100 0800
2124 0824
2207 0907
2210. 0910
2219 0919
2230 0930
2237 0937
2248 0948

2255 0955
2328 1028
2333 1033
2347 1047
2348 1048
2357 1057

st 3.

101

(Continued)

Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance with Flan #11;
changed standerd speed to 12 knots (64 rep.i.), on
signal from 0,T.C.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course,

Sizhted ship hull down on port quarter, bearing
145°(T).

Changea course to 280°(7T).

Commenced zig=-zageing in accordance with Plan 711,
Ship's position 18° 21' 00" 5,, 169° 57' 00" E.
Sizhted Eromanga Island, beerins 232°9(T).
Recelved slgnal from USS CHICAGO: hydrophones or
;gggfg??iol indicate submarines are near, bearing

Made emergency chenge of course 40 degrees tov star-
board, 320°(T), in answer to signal from USS MeCAWLEY.,

Changed course tc 000°(T).,
Changed course to 320°(T).
Changed course to 280°(T).
Changed course to 270°(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in aecordance with Plan ;/1ll.

UsSeArmy heavy bomber, B-17, approaching disposition,
bearing 230°(T). Flane circled convoy.

8ix small eirplanes sighted, bearing 70°(T); appar-
ently friendly - not identified as to type.

Sighted a ship hull down, bearing 113°(T).
USS ZEILIN Jjoined formation.

Signal from U3S AMERICAN LEGION:t strange airoraflt
sizhted, btearing 248°(T). Hoist hauled cown

: 1mmad1u£ely.

Three aireraft, bearing 310°(relative), appeared to
be U.S.Army B-i?'n.

. Ca
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0045

0100

0205
0250
0327

0400
0403

0415
0422

0558
0601
0635
0650
0900
0904

8t

e eveloe

1145

1200

1305
1350
1427

1500
1503

1515
1522

1659
1701
1735
1750
2000
2004

5

(Continued)

Ship sighted at 1047 is U.S.erulser joining
formation.

Ship's position 18° 06' 00" S., 169° 13' 00" E.
Distance made good since noon 2 August, 1942,
289,5 miles.

USS PRESIDENT ADAMS holding firing practice.,
Sighted Efate Island, bearing 322°(71).

Adiroraft sighted bearing 230°(T); type 6D=6, from
HeMeAsS, HOBART.

Ceased zig-zagzing, resumed base course 270°(T).

Changed course to 280°(T)3; chanpged standard speed
to 13.5 knots (71.5 Tepeme)

USS BETELGEUSE took position in convoy.

Commenced zigezagging lan accordance with Plan #11,
on eignal from flagship.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course.
Changed course to 2600(T).

Sunset,

Darkened ship.

Ship's position 18° 11r* 12" 8,, 167° 31' 30" E,
Changed course to 285°(7T).

/8/ Robert I. Baxter.

Underway as before; shlp darkened and battery
in Condition of Readineass I1I.

Set Condition I (Special).

Sunrise. Secured frum Condition I (Speclal), set
Condition III,

Changed course to 280°(T).

whHe 17
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W (Continued)
soel s el

2000 0700 USS McCAWLEY assumed Fleet Guilde,
2007 0707 Changed speed to 10 knots (53 repems)
2056 0756 UsS ookl JUAl pleked up sound of submarine, bearing

245°(7) .
2100 0800 oShip's positiom 17° 31' 30" 8., 164° 52' 00" E.
21LL 0841 g%al from USS MeCAWLEY: strange alreraft bearing

2Y(T); sighted by USS PRESIDENT ADAMS at 0849.

2155 0855 Three ships from "D" Divislon dropped astern to
fuel destroyers,

2285 0925 Three ships from "E" Division dropped estern to
fuel destroyers,

[3
%ﬁ%g _ ills Changed standard speed to € knots (44 Trepems)
0100 1200 Ship's position 17° 10' Q0" S, 164°06' 00" E,
Distance made good since noon 5 August, 1942,
29340 miles,
0237 1337 ©cSighted Amarican ship, bearing 275°(T).

0250 1350 USS ELLET eeme alongside starboard quarter for
trangfer of guard wmelil.

0300 1400 Ship previously sighted is an Amerisan tanker,

0304 1404 digignd unknown aircraft, bearing 280°(T), distance
& €8,

0312 1412 Alreraft sighted proved to be American "SBD"
Dauntless, Several of them now in vicinity.of coavoy.

0320 1430 ©On signal from 0.T.C. changed standard speed to
10 knots (53 reDslde)

0352 1452 Sighted shlp hull aown, bearing 226§°(T), dlstance
20 miles.

0545 1645 USS TREVOR standing m:faide starboard quarter
for transfer of guard

0625 1725 Changed course to 275°(T).

.



L August, 1942 (Continued)

G.C.T,
0645

0650
0656
0702
o711
0900

5 éﬁﬁESt! 19L2
Auge U e

GeCuTe
1840
1909
1925
1937

1953
2001

2030
2100
2103
2108
2110
2113
2115
2143

L.C.T.
1745

1750
1756
1802
1811
2000

LeCoTe
0540
0609
0625
0637

0653
0701
0730
0800
0803
0808
0810
0813
0815
0843

Cut in starboard muin engine; now using both
main enczlines,

USS HUNTER LIGGETT assumed Fleet Guide,

Sunszet.

Changed standard speed to 13,5 knots (7145 Iepelie)
Darkened ship.

Ship's position 16° 58' Oo* 3., 162° 28' 30" E,

/¢/ Robert I, Baxter

Underway a8 bef'ore, with Task Force 62 in attack
approachs ohip darkened and in Readiness Condition
Ill.

BSet Reediness Condition I (Special).
USS ALCHIBA dropped bask out of position.
USS ALCHIBA underway and taking position.

Secured from ileadiness Condition I (Special), set
Readiness Condition III. Licht ship.

USS ALCHIBA resumed position.

Changed standard speed to 12 knots (64 r.pwm.)
Changed course to 280°(T).

Ship's position 16° 43" 00" S., 159° 41' 3)" E,
Stopped main engines,

Astern 2/3.

Stopped.,

Ahead 1/3,

Stopped.

Astern 1.3,




at 1942 (Continuod)
ug AU

G.C "l. LeCoTo

2144 OB4L  Stopped.
2154 0854 Astern 1/3,
2155 0855 ©Stopred.
2159 0859 Astern 1/3.
2200 0900 Stopped.

2215 0915 Changed standard speed to 10 knots (53 r.pem.)
Ahead 2/3.

2233 0933 Ahead standard speed.

2302 1002 Ahead 2/3., Chenged Fleet Axis to 325°(T).

2313 1012 Ahead standard speed.

August 5

0020 1120 Changed standerd speed to 13 knote (69 r.pem.)

0032 1132 shead 2/3. Changed Fleet Axis to 0U0°(%).

0058 1158 Ahead standard speed.

0100 1200 <Changed standard speed to 12 knots 64 T'spelis)
ship's position 16° 25' oo" s, 57 00" E.
Distance made good since noon L August 1942,
306.0 miles,

0104 1204 Cunanged course to 000°(T).

0110 1210 Commeneced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #16.

0155 1255 Five shipe sighted on horizon, bearing 180°(T).

0200 1300 Ceased zig-zageglng, resumed base course 000°(T).

0233 1333 Changed course to 315°(T).

02461 1341 Chunged course to 000°%(T).

0248 1348 Changed course to 045°(T).

0254 1354, Changed eourse to 0000(T),

-9-
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2 August, 1942 (Contlnued)

GeCeTs LiCoTo
0259 1359
0302 1402
0303 1,403
0351 1421
0410 1510

O0AAL 1514

OQgEO 1520
0429 1529
0433 1533
0445 1545
0458 1558
0509 1609
0515 1515
0550 1650
0715 1815
0726 1826
0730 1830
0736 1836
0823 1923

2000

Chenged course to 060°(T).

Changed course to 000°(T).

Commenced forming in eruising disposition AC=3 AR-3.
Changed course to 04L0°(T),

Changed course to 320°(T).

Changed course to 280°(T).

Chan ed course to 260°(T).

Chanzed course o 3109(T1).

Changed course to 000°(T).

Changed speed to 10 knots (53 r.pens)

Commenced forming oruising disposition AC-3,
Guide changed speed to 3 knots.

Changed standard speed to 1l knots (58.5 repem.)

Commenced zii-zagging in accordance with Plan #16,
incruising disposition AC=-3.

Sunset.

Dariened ship.

‘Ceased zlg=-zagging, resumed hase course.

Light rain commenced, Visibility reduced to
3000 yards.

Lizht rain ceased,
Ship's position 15° 04% CO" S., 158° 54' Q0" E,

/8/ Robert 1. Baxter




6 sugust, 1942 Underway as before, with Task Force 62, as third

G.C.Ts L.C.T,

Sitot it

1855
1940

1948

2100
2110

2158
2322
Auge 6
0030
0100

0230
0230
0330

0500

0515
0535
0600

0555
0640

0648

0800
0910

0958
1022

1130
1200

1330
1330
1430

160C

1615

1635
1700

shlp in second column from ri: ht; course 000 (T)i

standard speed 1l knots (58.5 rep.m.). Ship fully
darkened and in Readlness Condition IIXI., Weather:
cloudy, with damp air and llmited ¥isibility.

Licht rain commenced, visibility about 1000 yards.
Set Readiness Condition I (Speecial).

Secured from Readinees Condition I (Speeial), set
Readiness Condition III. Lixnt ship.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.
Chan.ed standard speed to 13 knots (69 repem.)

Ship's position 12° 51' 00" 5., 158° 54' QO"H,

USE McCAWLEY veers out of position to hold
acheduled oxercises.

Ceased zig-zagzing, resuned busec course.
Vo CHICAGO made radar contact wiin two planes

evidently friendly as several are now in vioinity
of convey.

UBS MeCAWLEY resumed normal position.

Ship's position 11° 52' co" s,., 159° 08' oon E.
Distance made good sinee noon 5 August, 1942,
26!: - 5 miles .

Chunged course to 008°(T),

Chanped standard speed to 10 knots (53 r.pem.)

Executed signal to place into operation Plen Ae3
at 1600 B

Put into effect Operation Plan Ae3e42, approach
Flan AR-3, and radie frequency Plan B,

Execute Approach Plan A-ll,
Changed course to 05¢0(T).

Changed course to 100° 4o the left, to 318°(T).

-]l

/2




6 August, 1942 (Centinued)

GeCuTs LoCaT.

0633
0708
0719
0734
0748
0900
1234

1733
1808

1819
1834
18,8
2000
2334

Changed course te 008°(T), on ®mignal frem flagship.
Changed standard speed te 12 knots (64 repems).
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed course te 000°(T).

Ship'e positien 010° 25' 00" 8., 158° 56' 00" E,
Changed base course te 040°(T).

/8/ Rebert I. Baxter.

«l2e

/3




7 August, 1942 Underway as before with Task Ferce 62, in Attack
Feree Appreach Dispesition "AR-3" as %hir‘ ship in
rizht ecelumn of Squadren X-ray. Base course 040°(T).
Standard gpeed-12 knots (65 rspem.) Ship fully dark-
ened, and battery in Regdiness Conditien III,

Weather: warm and humid. Wind blowing steadily
from E.N.E., Sky mainly cloudy with nimbus-stratus
gug.Té.LAggi 7. clouds, Sea ealm with slight swell froem East.
1530 0230 Sizhted land hearing appreximately 086°(T).

1535 0235 Ahead 2/3 standard speed.
1607 0307 Ahead standard speed.
1642 0342 Changed course te 075°(T).

1657 0357 Bearings en Guadalcanal lsland: left tangent 115°(T1),
Mt., Roundhead 124°(T), right tangent 170°(T).

1736 0436 Changed course te 120°(T)., Sighted Save lIsland
bearing 060°(T), distant 8 miles.

1800 0500 Save Island abeam te pert, distant 2 miles, Cut in
degaussing gear. Standing in to Guadaleanal.

1840 0540 Went to General Quarters,

1902 0602 Two planes catapulted from ASTORIA, which has taken
positien in the ferward starboard [1n shore) sector
of the fermation.

1911 0611 Slowed engines. Sighted 3 red flares in the vieinity
of Tulagli, bearing 000°(T),rfellowed by seund of
gunfire, indicating that Squadron Yoke started its
bombardment that area..

1914 0614 Sereening Group (62.6) opened fire on a sailing
craft ahead, appareantly laden with gaseline, and
set it ablaze, The three cruisers and four destroyers
of the Fire Suppert Greup (LOVE) began bembardment
of Kukum, en the nerth side of Guadalecanal Island.,
Enemy ovidontly taken by surprise and took some time
to reply, and that enly feebly for a short while
untll silenced.

1915 0615 Proceeding on various courses at various speeds
towards the Transport Area, off Lengo Roads, Duadal-
canal Island, just outside the 100 fathom curve
opposite Red Beach, in viecinity Tenaru River,

13- /¢)




st, 1942 (Continued)

. Ee
GeCuTs LoCaTe
1940 0640 Seocured from General Quarters and set Conditiom III,
with marines manning required stations while ship's
personnel proeeeded to make ready winches, booms and
‘other gear for discharging boats and cargo. Light ship.

From 0646 to 0655 used eagines at various speeds ahead
and astern to keep ship in pesition.

1951 0651 On signal from Comtransport Group Xe-ray to disembark
landing force, began to hoist out all boats., At 0652
first surf boat, No, 8, in water. At 0712 first amphi-
bian tank in the water. At 0718 all surf boats im the
water.

2031 0731 Obserfed several large fires with heavy black smoke
at the cnemy base at Kukua, and also over in the di-
rection of Tulagi. Alr Support Group consisting of
11 Dauntless type planes, and an undetermined number
of Wildeat type planes from a distant carrier took
up the funetions of air coverage for the operations.
Zero hour set for 0910.

2100 0800 Ship's position 009° 21' 10" 3,, 160° 06' 20" S,
Eigtanoe uwade good since noon August 6, 1942, 210
a8,

2200 0900 Ships of our Fire Support Group (LOVE) laid a 10
minute barrage on Red Beach preparatory to landing
troops.

2219 0919 White rocket from Red Beaeh indicated arrival on
gshore of the first contingent of our disembarked
troops., A8 there was no small arms or machine gun
fire, the landing was apparently without opposition.

2221 0921 Placed into tank lighter the first tank from #3 hold.

2329 1029 On signal that the intended anchorage off Red Beaech
was not mined, erossed slowly inside the 100 fathom
eurve.,

Augs 7.

0023 1123 Anchored 25 fathoms of water with 75 fathoms of
chain to the stnrhoar% anchor, on the tolsowing bear-~
ings: Nugu Island 063°(T) 11 Point 088°(T), Ca
Esperance 292 (g) right éancant Savo Island 517°f;);

p's head 153 (*).

ST
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Aleust, 1942 (Continued)

eVe d o evede

0200 1300 TForty men of the U.S.Marine Corps reported on bhoard
from the U.S.85.AMERICAN LEGION for temporary duty in
connection with diachargines of cargzo.

02b5 1315 ©Signal rgiorted radar contaet with unknown aireraft
y Dbearing 2a5°(T).

0225 1325 Sighted approximately twenty (20) Japanese bombin
¥1anes at about 8000 feet elevation, bearing 350°%T]
rom the anchorage.

0229 1329 wadt to General Quarters. (See ecyy of Aotion Report
attached). Enemy let bombs loose over sereening
vessels out toward the Tulagl area, and later near
our soreening vessels, As enemy bombers approached
toward anchorage, this ship opened fire, following
novements of the 0.T.C, Heaved in to L5 fathoms of
chain to the starboard anchor. Several enemy planes
shot down and burst intc flames, and there was no
apparent damage to our own forces. The remalning
enemy planes having departed, set Readiness Condition
III, and resumed discharging ecargo at 1400,

0346 1446 The lesst tank of 18 stowed in #3 hold was sent ashore.

0402 1502 Sighted approximately six (6) Japanese bombing planes
at about 8000 feet elevation, approaching anchorage
from 295°(T), Went to Gcncrai quarters and commenced
firing, following movements of 0.T.C. (See copy of
Action Report attached).

0410 1510 Enemy planes having passed over without apparent
damage to our own forees, set Readiness Condition
I1I, and resumed discharging ecargo.

0515 1615 Finished discharging two remaining tanks in #2 hold;
continued unloading cargo in holds #l, #2 and #4.

0704 1804 Made preparations for getting underway, shifting
berth further inshore to facilitate uniondinc eargo
and for protection against submarines,

0724 1824 ,, Anchored in 22 fathoms of water with 75 fathoms of
ohain to the starboard anohor; on the following bear-

8: Koli Point 084°(T), left tangent Savo Island
;gf 3/4°(T), Cape E-portﬁoo 293°(T).

)5
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7 _August, 1942 (Continued)

GeCeTs L.C.T,.

0736

0750

1158

1836

1850

2158

Darkened ship except for cargo lights, as
necessity required their uso.

Observed bright red flames and huge fires in the

vicinity of Kukum (Guadalecanal Island) and over

at Tulagl, due to today's bombardments.

giamas continuing with intermittent brilliant
ares.

Continued unloading of all cargo as boats return

from the beach.

Ceased unloading cargo operations temporarily, due
to inability of boats getting unloaded - some of
them returning to the ship on order of the Beach~
master still loaded.

-16-
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8 August, 1942 Anchored as before off Lengo Raods, Guadaleanal

GeCuTe LoCoT.

Aug. 7.
1715

2140
2200

2213

2347

2356

Auge 8

0006

0035

0036

0045
0059

0100

0415

0840
0900

0913

1047
1056
1106
1135
1136

1145
1159

1200

Island, Solomon Group, in 22 fathoms of water.
Ship darkened and in Readiness Condition III,
Continuing with unloading operations.

Three tank lighters returned from the beach, not
having been unloaded. Orders from Comtaskfor 62
to cease all unloading until further notice.

Made preparations for getting underway.

Underway to shift berth further insheore to ex-
pedite unloading; on various courses at various
speeds, e

Anchored in 15 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms
of ehain tc the starboard anchor. Took sounding
inshore from the ship, on various true bearings,
%0 insure no shecals existed in path of ship's
possible swing.

Intercepted signal that forty 2-engine enemy
torpedo planes had been sighted, headed toward us,

Made preparations for getting underway; lmmediately
commenced weighing anchor.

Went to General Quarters; underway and forming up
in column with Transdiv Afirm on course 000°(T).

Changed ocourse to 330°(T). Squadron X-ray took
Cruis Disposition AC-3, th Comamphibsopac
OeTuCos MoCAWLEY

Set Readiness Condition I1, starboard watoch.

OuTole made signal strange alroraft sighted
bearing 090°(T).

Disposition course and axis 330°9(T).

Screening vessels on the starboard beam commenced
firing at enemy planes heading toward the disposition.

' Exeouted signal from 0,T.C. for ship's turn 30° to

the left to course 300°(T).
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(Continued)

LA ] -
1201 A large force of enemy torpedo (bomber) planes, diving l

dowvn to within 30-50 feet of the water's surface, and
coming up from tine rear of the disposition, found their
attack folled by the maneuver and unable to extricate
themselves from the eross machine gun fire of all ves=-
sels in the Disposition near then,

Went to General Quarters,

During the minute 1203 to 1204 one enemy torpedo
passed astern of thls vesssl close by from gtarboard
tc port, and was fired on continuously and effectively
by 20 m.m. guns until it passed Leyond the FOMALIAUT
while heading toward Cape Esperance. 'This plane was
erippled. Another enemy plane passed ahead from stare
board to port of this vessel and was fired on by 20
meM., +50 caliber (forecastle) und 430 caliber (bridge)
maehine guns, Observers on beard claim they saw this
plane crash and burn shortly thereafter,

During this riod, personnel on board saw one enemy
plans orash into the starbcard side of the U.S.3.
GEORGE F. ELLIOTT and explode, setting that vessel

on fire with gasoline, and then what was left of the
plane fell over the aida and sink. Observers saw from
8ix to eight enemy planes explode or orash into the
water,

Attack abated and firing from ships became desultory.
Continued maneuvering on various courses, (See copy
of Action Report attached).

The ELLIOTT signalled "damage is serious". Apparently
no other ships were damaged, though several observers
o board thought they saw a new type destroyer have an
explosion in the bow,

Ships turned fight 90° on signal to course 090°(T).
One destroyer standing by the ELLIOTT.

Ships turned right 90° on signal to course 180°(T).
ELLIOTT personnel abandoning ship. Fire apparently
entire amidship area abeft staeck and beyond control.

Minor explosions hsard,
Ships maneuvering on 90° turns, on signal from O0.T.C.

)8
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(Continued)

Observed about eight enemy planes trying to dive
bomb destroyers forming northerly units of the screen.
Our planes drove them off,

With the ailr attack apparently over, the course of
all vessels was changed to 200°(T), *and ships headed
for former anchorage.

Lying to of ' Red Beach, Guadaleanal, and resumed
unloading.

Recelved signal to be prepared to r;pol air attack.

Underway on various courses at various speeds tc from
Cru ?1?u Disposition AC-3, with Fleet course and Axis
340%(T).

All shlips maneuvering in formation on various turns.

Began executing emergency course changes to right
and left.

P:saed body of Japanese aviator in water on starboard
silde.,

Settled on oourse 070°(T).
Ships turned right 30° to 100°(T).
Turned right 60° to 160°(7T).

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III,
Received signal to proceed 1n&ependent1y toward
Transport Area X-ray.

Anchored in 15 fathoms of water with 45 fat of
chain to the z:rt anchor, off Lengo Roa456 alcanal,
on the following bearinfn: Koll Foint 075 (T), Lunga
Poilit 2839(T), Tenaru River 195°(T7)., Proceeding with
unloading as ﬂouta returned to the ship.

Donsiderable amount of tracer fire noted from left of

the area of Red Begoh. Source of fifrink 'and objective
unknown «

«l9=
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9 August, 1942 Anchored with Squadron X-ray in Lengo Roads,
Guadalcanal, Solomen Islands. Ship darkened except
for necessary lights for unloading, and in Readiness
Condition III, Discharging cargo of U.S.Marine: Corps
in lighters to the beach,

Gpg.T. LeCeTs

1450 0150 A plane commenced dropping parachute flares on a line

parallel and c¢lose to beach, Isolated firing among
transports and the screen. Heavy firing heard from
the direction of Savo Island, as though a surface
oraft was in progress in the waters beyond. Fully
darkened ship and made preparations for getting under-

way .
1458 0158 Went to General Quarters,

1503 0203 Underway on various courses at various speeds, maneu-
vering to avold possible alr, surface or submarine
attacks

1620 0320 No such attacks materializing, set Headiness Condition
II, Headed generally in a North to Westerly direction
ready to sscape from Guadacanal if enemy surface forces
got control. Apparently a ship is ablaze between Savo
and Florida Islands,

Weather humld with showers and much lightening.
Continued maneuvering on various courses and at various
speeds, awaiting deylight.

1828 1528 3ighted white parachute flares bearing approximately
330°(T) in the direction of Tulaegi,

1942 0642 Approaching Lengo Roads, and other transports returning.

2050 0750 Lying to, expediting unloadlng of cargo. Used engines
at various speeds to keep ship in position.
gc::idgunflre heard from the direction beyond Save

8 . .

2150 0850 Recelived signal to prepare to repel air attack. On
signal from 0.7.C0. got underway to form Cruising Dis-
position Aﬂ-B, speed 12 knots, disposition course and
axis 350°(7).

Weather oconditions: light wind from E.N.E.lmvery light
mist; 80% of sky covered by light oumulo-nimbus glouds;

visibllity 25,000 yards,

2217 0917 Received signal that enemy submarines belleved operating
in vicinity.

=20 -



9 Ausust, 1942 (Continued)
AUE o

GeCoeTe LoCaTe
2220 0920 Steadied on course 250°(7).
2226 0926 Ships turned left 45°.
2229 0929 Turned right 90°,

2230 0930 Ship on port side reported detecting submarine on
underwater listening device.

2231 0931 Passed dead Japanese aviator in weler on stirboard
beam.

2219 0912 QManeuvered on various courses, making numerous turns
to to In approaching Tramsport Area. At 1112, acting
S independently.

Auge

0058 1158 Lying to and commenced hoisting in boats. Maneuvering
on various courses at various speeds to maintain
position and faecilitate hoisting in boats.

0310 1410 Hoisted on board two disabled tank lighters from US3
ALCHIBA.

O4lL 1514 Completed holisting own boats.
In accordance with Annex "D" of Comtransport Group
X-ray Operation Order l-=42, as also a despadbeh, tank
lighters Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and also 36" ramp boats Nos.
10 and 11, with their ecrews, left for duty with the
Naval coniingont et Guadalcanal under Lieutenant Con-
mander m. Us Se GOll‘b__(}uardo
Disembarked various Marine passengers and members of
Marine working party, nuubering, in all, about 100,

0417 1517 Underway on course 060°(T), proceeding from Transport
Area, Jolining up with Transdiv Afirm and Transport
Group Xeray, in Disposition AR-3; standard speed 12
knots,

0425 1525 Changed course to 055°(T); then on various sourses
at varlous speeds towards the western entrance to the
swept passage in Lengo Channel,
0455 1555 Entered the swept paasage and steered on couree 090°(T).
0513 1613 Standard speed 13 knots.
0550 1650 Changed course to 095°(T).
«2le
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%W (Continued)

0556

0606

0630
to
0638
0643
0715
0716
0730
0731
0800
0805
0900

0955

1150

U3 e

1835
1900
1920
1923
2028

1956

1706

1730

1738
1743

1815
1816
1830
1831
1900
1905
2000
2055

2250

U«

0535
0600

0620
0623
0728

wztg extreme right tangent or Floridn Island bearing
003Y(T), distant 15 miles d extreme right tangent
of Savo Island bearing 29& (E)- diatant 38 miles, took
departure and set course 095" (
Ahead 2/3 speed. Commenced forming Cruising Disposition
AC=3, ship taking position in column astern of U.3.S.
AMERICAN LEGION, U.S5,S5.FULLER coluan leader.

Proceeded at various speeds.

Changed standard speed to 13 knots,

Set Condition III, watch II.

Sunset.

Secured degaussing gear.

Darkened ship.

Pua Sura Island abeam to starboard, bearing 185°(T).
Changed Fleet course and wxis to 136°(T).

Ship's positiom 160° 56' oo E,, 009° 32' 30" S,

Observed whita flabes on horizon bearing 240°(T),
distant 25 miles or more.

Ghanged Fleet course and axis to 0909(T).
/8/ Robert I Baxter

Eanrcute with Transdiv Group X-ray in disposition

An-a as 3rd ship in column 2 of ¢onvoy. Base course
zT), standard speed 1l knots (59 repem.) Guide is

the USS CHICAGO in the van. Ship complately darkenmed and

in Readinexs Condition III. Weather: blue sky with de-

tached al-cu clouds, Steady breeze from E.N.E,

Set Condition I (Speecial).

Changed course to 152°(T).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.

Light ship.

Sections of convoy took intervals of 1500 yards.

~22- 23




0 August, 1 (Continued)

GuCaTs LoCoT,
2100 0800 Ship's position 163° 02'00" E., 010° 21*' oO" S.

2110 0810 USS CHICAGO testing muns,

2115 0815 USS FOMALHAUT testinz guns., Both ships ceased
firing at 0830,

2348 1048 Ships of convoy formed open order column.

Aug. 10,

0000 1100 Half-masted Oolors, following movements of 0,T.C.,
in USS HUNTER LIGGETT, in honor of men who were
killed in action and buried at sea.

0017 1117 Two=blocked Colors following movements of 0.T.C.

0027 1127 Formed regular column order.,

0056 1156 Struaxe alveraft sighted, bearing 160°(T), designating
RALPH TALBOT,

0100 1200 Signal: Have sighted our own aircraft, bearing 290°(T),
designating RALFH TALBOT.

0100 1200 Ship's positiom 163° 19 00" &., 010° 52' 30" 8.
Distance made good since departure at 1656 August 9,
1942, 234 miles,

0112 1212 Our own alireraft sighted, desipnating DD292.

0113 1213 Strange ship sighted bearing 315°(T).

0205 1305 One airplane sighted bearing 0059(T); appears toc be
a Catalina Flying Boat.

0225 1325 Catalina Flying Boat flying around convoy.

0240 1340 USS CHICAGO launched S0C seaplane.

0327 1427 \Made emergency turn 90 degrees to right, following
signal indicating submarine bearing 3005(T). Came
to course 2h5°(T?-

0332 1432 Exeouted speed 14 knots.

0337 1437 Resumed base course 155°(T).

0339 1439 Resumed standard speed of 1l knote.
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(Continued)
Changed course to 147°(T).
Sunset.

Darkeneéd ship.

/8/ Robert I, Baxter
Znroute with Transdiv Group ZL-ray, Task Force 62,
in disposition AC~3, as third and last ship of
column 2 cf the convoy. Base course 147°(T), stand-
ard speed 11 knots (59 repemsjs TIleet guide 1s in
USS HUNTER LIGGETT, head of 3rd column,
Shin is completely darkened and in Headiness Con-
diticn XII. Weather: sky mainly oloudly, occasional
rain squalls, warm southeasterly winds, sea calm,
visibility normal,
et Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
III, watch IIX,

Light ship.
On signal ccmmenced speed of 12 knots (64 r.p.m.).

Sighted formation of ships bearing 090°(T), possibly
Squadron Yoke.

Sighted Tesk Force to port, bearing 125°(T), presumed
to be Squadron Yoke.

Changed speed to 13 knots (69 IeDela)e.

Changed course to 162°(T).

Ship's position 165° 13' OO" L., 014° 07' OO" 8,
Changed course to 122°(T).

Sections took intervals of 1000 yards.

laneuvering to form cruising dlsposition AC~3 with
Squadron Yoke.

Changed course to 162°(T).

ﬂu-




gt, 1542 (Contlinued)
. UL s
G.C.T. LOGQT.
2225 0825 This squadron ordered to retein present formation,
2230 0930 Changed course to 153°(T).

2231 0931 Commenced lormlng approach dlsposition AR-=3 with
Squadron Yoke.

2253 0953 Changed speed to 10 knots (53 TeDeille) s

2254 0954 Changed course to 122°(7T).

2259 0959 Changed oourse to 153°(T).

2306 1006 Chunged speed to 13 knots (069 reDalie).

2309 1009 Squadron X-ray forming erulsin; dlsposition AC=3.
2311 1011 Made smergoacy turn of 90 degrecs left to 063°(T).
2313 1013 fHReceilved signal: Submarine indicated bearing 140°(T).
2318 1018 Changed standard speed to 14 knots (75 repelis).

2323 1023 US3 CHICAGO launched one plane,

2330 1030 CHICAGC lsunched second plane,

2331 1031 Chanpged course to 153°(T), standard speed to 10
knots (53 re.pems).

2335 1035 Changed speed to 13 knots (69 r.Deis) .

iﬁg? 111057 Changed speed to 10 knots (53 TsDelle) s

0005 1105 USS HUNTER LIGGETT assumed Fleel Guide.

0011 1111 Changed standard speed to 14 knots (75 r.p.m.).

0018 1118 Comuenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11,
base course 1530?%).

0100 1200 Ship's position 165° 29" 00" E., 014° 43' 45" 8.
D%sta?oe made good sinee noon, Auge 10, 1942,
265 miles,

0200 1300 Changed standard speed to 13.5 knots(71.5 r.pem.).

25~
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11 August, 1942 (Continued)

GUG‘TU LCG.TI

0325
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st

1425

1747
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2000

uge AC=3, as third shi

0521
0611
0615

0645
0647
0755

800

2

UGS GREGOLY came alongeide starboard quarter to
transfer suard mail,

Sunset,
Darkened ship.

Feur transports of the "President” Group and two

destroyers left formation and procseded on a south=-

westerly course.
Ceased zig-zagging.
Ship's position 166° 19' 00" X,., 016° 17' 00" S.

A8/ Robert L. Baxter

Laroute with Task Forece 62 in cruising disposition

on base course 153E(T). Stendard speed 13,5 knots
(71s5 Tepems)e Disposition zuide in USS HUNTER
LIGGRETT. Ship is in Readiness Condition III,

in second column of the convoy,

Neather: Falr, with scattered clouds. Alr cool and

damnp.
Set Condition I (8pecial).

Secured from Condition I (::‘»pon:u:!.:a.li.)1 set Comdition III,
4

wateh 1. Light shlip. Commenced z
accordance with Flan jll,

~zazging in

Sighted two ships on norlzoan bearing 108° (T),
distant 9 miles.

Ships sighted are USS CIMUARRON and destroyer escort.

US:Y CHICAGO launched plane,

Hauled down Coleors, following wovements of the Flag-

ﬂhip .

Ship's poeition 167° 4L1' 00" L., 0L8° 54' 00" S.
Weather: Partly cloudy, cumblus and al-cu clouds
moving from southerly direction. Wind blowlang from
88E in a steady breeze, Slight southsasterly swell,

-26=-
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(Continued)

USsS AMIRICAN LEGION hoisted Ceolors and lowered
then t¢ haldf mast.

Heoisted own Colors, folléwing movements of flagship.

Burial at sea serviece completed on AMERICAN LEGION
and she heoisted her Colors.

Hauled down Colors, following 0O.C.T.

Ship's pvosition 168° 03' 00" E., 019° 32' 00" 8,
Distance madd good sinee nooa 1l August, 1942,

322 miles.

Ceased zig-zagging and reswned base course 153°%(T).
Chansed base course to 160°(1).

Comnenced zig-zageging in sccordance with Flan j#11.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 160°(7T).
Sectlion intervel increased to 1250 yards.

Rotated Fleet mxis o the riszht to 203% 7(). Seetion
II changed speed to 12 knots (64 Tepemd).

Sectlon II chenged speed to 1l3.% knots (7)le5 Empems).
Commnenced zig-zageing in sccordance with Plan #1l,
Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

Ship's position 168° 43' 00" L., C21° 05' OO" 8,
Changed course to 198°(T).

Noticed white light on port side superstruecture art
on USS ALCHIBAR duratiom about 4O seconds.

/8/ Lobert I. Baxter
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13 August, 1942

Aug. 12 Aug. 13
G.CuaTs LuC.T.

1800
1832
1905

1920
1925

1942
2015

2100
_125
2130
2150
2230

2237
2245
2320
2343
2350

2355

0500
0522
0605

0620
0625

0642
0715

0800
0825
0830
0850
0930

0937
0945
1020

1043
1050

1055

Enroute with Task Force 62 in cruising disposition
AC-3, as 3rd and last ship in 2nd column from right
of convoy. Course 198°(T?, speed 13,5 knots (71.5
r.pem.). Ship is completely darkened and in Con-
dition of Readiness IIl. Weather: Clegr, cold and
very windy, with partly cloudy sky.

Changed course to 253°(T).
Set Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special) and set Con-
dition III, wateh II, Light ship.

Changed Fleet axis to the right to 253°(T).

Left tangent on Isle of Pines bearing 344.5°(T),
distant 25 miles.

Commenced zlg-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.

gighted patrol bomber bearing 253°(T), distant
5 miles.

Ship's position 167° 17' 30" L., 023° 14' oO" 8.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,
Changed base course and Fleet axls to 2839(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan /11.

Sighted unidentified ship bearing 320°(T), distant
12 miles,

Ceased zig-zagzing and resumed base course.
Changed base course and Fleet axls to 320°(T).
Commenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan #38.
Land sighted, bearing 010°(T).

Division of destroyers left formation on course
290°(T) .

Two white flares seen falling, bearing 015°(T),
distant approximucely 5 miles,

-8B
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0O
0043
0047
005¢C
0100
0106

0117

0120
0128

0130
ois8
0205

0218
0220

0228
0231
0242

1143
1147
1150
1200
1206

1217

1220
1228

1230

1258

1305

1318
1320

1328
1331
1342

Several planes now in vicinity on patrol.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.
Changed base course to 3329(T).

Commenced zlg-zagzing in accordance with Plan #38.
Ship's position 166° 32' 30" L., 022° 49' OO" 8.
Distance made good since noom August 12, 1942,

315 niles.

Unidentified ship passed abemn to port on opposite
parallel course, distant 4000 yards,

Sighted Amedee Island light, bearing 352°(T),
distant 17 miles,

Cut in degaussing gear.

2/3 speed ahead; slowed to keep out of way of USS
AMERICAN LEGION.

Ahead standard speed, ceased zlg-zagglng and resumed
base course.

Changed standard speed to 12 knots (64 Tepefis)e
USS BARNETT RESUMED formation gulde.

Ahead 1/3 speed, ships take distance of 1000 yards.
Section I proceeding into port independently.

Ahead 2/3 -

Ahead standerd speed, Commenced following movements
of seection leader, USS FULLER, turming right.

Changed course to 035°(T).

Ahead 1/3, waiting for boat to come alongside.
Plcket boat vame alongside and delivered anchorage
chart, Ahead standard speed,

Enterins harbor, (Noumea, New Caledonia, on various
courses and at various speeds, conforming to channel.

29
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13 Avzust, 1942 (Continued)

G.O.T. L.c.T.

0253

0257
0302

0318

0354
0409

0415

0L24
o428
0434
OL35
0437

0445

1045

1353

1357
1402

1,18

1454
1509

1515

1524
1528

1534

1535
1537

1545

2145

Passed through Northern Passage of the Bulari
Pasaages at standard speed.

Tabu Reef Light abeam to port, distance 1420 yards.

Amedee Island Light abeam to port, distant 1293
yards.

Changed course to 358°(T), with Thisbe Shoal bearing
065°(T), distant 1000 yards.

Beacon bearing 238°(7T).

Passed front range Duerog Beacon Light abeam %o
starbecard, distant 1000 yards.

Passed "Q" Beacon abeam to starboard, distant 1000
yards.

Ahead 1/3.

USES SOLACE abeam to port, distant 700 yards.
Stopped engines.

Astern 1/3.

Anchored in Dumbea Bay in berth #17, New Caledonia,
in 7 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chalm to
the port anchor. Ship's head upon anchoring 020¢(T).
Anchorage bearings: Beacgon "A"™ 244,°(T), Beecon "B"
333°%(T), Begoon "C" 032°(T).

Distance made good sinee nocon, August 13, 1942,

34 miles,

Secured degaussing gear.,
Carried out port routine.

Observed green Very signal on port beam,

/8/ Bobert I. Baxter
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13 Aag.
GeCueTe LJC.T.

st, 1

Anchored in Dumbea Bay, berth /17, New Caledonia.
Suips present: UuS.5.80LACE, U,.Se5.RAINIER, Task
Force 62, British and French naval units.
Completed hoisting out and sending lighters
and ramp lighters to U.S8.3.LIBRAs As dutles of
these boats was completed, each returned to this
ship. Carried out port routine,

2300 1000 The following ships stood in:USS FLATTE, USS KASKAS=
KIA, USS GWIN, USS CLARK, USS PATTLRSON, USS CHICAGO,
i mbtor ship COUTHARD,
0210 ' 1310 One marine lieutenant and thirty-five marines of the
Scout Company left shilp for transfer to USS HUNTER
LIGGETT.
1155 2255 USS NEVILLE underway.
st, 1 Anchored as before in Dumbes Bay, berth #17,
New Caledonia. r
Carried out port routine. Two surf boats fitted
up for duty as submarine patrol.
16 August, 1942 Anchored as before in Dumbea Bay, berth /17,
New Celedonia
Carried out port routine.
0315 1415 Received 1l men on board lor duty.
ii}{gyngﬁh_lghg Anchored as before in Dumbea Bay, New Caledonla.
Uge Carried out port routine,
1945 0645 USS LAKATOI came alongside to starboard abreast
#2 hold; tramsferred various stores and equbpment
%o her.
17 Aug.
0025 1125 Completed loading LAKATOI,
0534 1434 USS LAKATOI underway from alongside.

-3l-




8 at, 1

17 Aug.
2108 0808
18 Aug,
0717 1817
19 August, 1942
Aug. 18
2345 1045
19 Auﬂ.
G605 17G5
o6L8 1748
0715 1815
0721 1821
0744  18LL
20 Augusut, 1942

Anchored as before in Dumbea Bay, New Caledonia.
Carried out port routine.

Exercised at General Quarters,

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition 3A.

Anchored as before in Dumbea Bay, New Caledonla.
Carried out port routine. Surf Goat returns
from submarine patrol with orders to secure
BELLATRIX patrol and stand by uhtil further ecall.

Comaenced taking fresh and dry satores, food sup-
plies and Ship's Store suppllies from USS ALDE-
BARAN. Continued this activity as boatloads of
stores came alongside at intervale, Completed at
about 1600 .

Harbor pilot came aboard. liade preparations for
getting underway,.

Underway from berth #17, and stood in to Great
Roads anchorage.

Intering Great Roads,
Pagsed through submarine net.

Anchored in berth A4 in Greal ioads anchorage,
at Noumea, New Caledonia, in 6 3/4 fathoms of
water with 45 fathoms of chaln t0 the starboard
anchor, on the following bgarinsst Beacon "K"
046°15%(T), Beacon "I" 341°30%(T), Beacom "I"
318°(7); ship's head on anchoring 063°('l).

Anchored as before in Great Roads, Port
Noumea, New Caledonia., Carried out port routine,
Discharging cargo from several holds inte boats
and tank lighters.



21 Auvgust, 1942 Anchored =2s before in Great Roads, Port Noumea,
New Caledonia., Carried out port routine., Con-
tinuing discharging cargo, and working on 24 hour
basis,

GeCeCs LoC,T,

0330 1430 Veered to 60 fathoms on starboard anchor.

0340 1440 USS ZEILIN came alongside and nmoored to port.

1100 2200 Fifteen-hand working party reported aboard from
AMERICAN LEGION to handle eargo.
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22 August, 1942 Anchored as before in Great Road, Port Noumea,

21 Aug.

GeCeTe L4CuT.

1520

2005
2030

0220

0705
0730

New Caledonia.

Carried out port routine, Ship darkened, except
for necessary lights for unloadzng. Discharging
cargo from #5 hatch.

Rellef working party reported aboard from U.3.S.
BARNETT .
AMERICAN LEGION working party left ship.

BARNETT working party left ship. Working party of
20 men from U.S.S.NEVILLE reported aboard.

Continued discharging cargo from the different
hatches all day until 1900 when secured.



23 August, 1942

Anchored as hefore in Great Road, Port Noumea,
New Caledcaia.

Carried out port routine.
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G.CuTs L.C.T.

0055

0125

0245
0315

0345

1155

1225

1345
1415

1445

Anchored as before ja Great Road, Port Noumea,
New Caledonia.

Carried out port routine.

U.S.8.ZEILIN ummoored from port side and got
underway .

Starboard anchor heaved in to 45 fathoms at
water's edge.

Made preparations for getting underway.
Underway on various courses and at various
speeds to go alongside U.S.SMWHITNEY, starboard
side to.

Moored alongside U,S.S.WHITNEY in Berth A-3,

«36~

1O
TR




22 August, 1942
GeCoTs L.C,T.
2L Aug.

2045 O745
2224 0924
2244 0944
2309 1009
2326 1026
2334 1034
2341 1041
2’ Aug.

0646 1746
0720 1820
1155 2055

Moored as before alongside U.S.S.WHITNEY,

atarboard side to.
Carried out port routine,

Made preparations for getting underway.
Underway from alongside U,.S.S.WHITNEY,

and pro-

ceeded at various speeds on varlious courses to
aseigned berth in inner harbor, Fort Noumea. Pilot

Gap at the conn, Standard speed 14 kno
Paseing out of Great Roads anchorage.
Passed thirough "Little Entrance".

Maneuvering at various spseds, preparat
mooring to doeck.

Let go port gmchor, Walking in to dook,
chain out,

t8.

ory to

15 fathoms

Moored to dock at Port Noumea, starboard side to.

U+S o8 JKASKASKIA moored to pprt side.

Started fueling ship, Draft forward 15"
aft 20' 6%,

Completed fueling ship. Took aboard 100
diesel oil., Draft forward 16' 0", aft 2

«37-
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26 August, 1942 Moored as befcore, starboard side to Maln Dodc,

25 Auge
GeCeTs LeCoTe
1500 6200
1934 0634
2035 0735
2110 0810

Port Noumea, lNew Caleédonia.

Preparatory to rearrangement of cargc stowage,
cargo being discharged from the several hntohaa
and stacked on the dock alongside.

Native stevedores hnndling cargo, with U.S.Marines
checking.,

Native stevedores left ship. Ceargo operatioas
secured temporarily.

UsS+8.KASKEASKIA underway from alongside,

Thirty-five native stevedores came aboard and
resumed work of discharging cargo.

S/8 BEASTERN SUN moored to port side.
Continued work of discharging and rearranging
cargo stowage.
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26 Aug.

GeCuTe L.C.T.

1330

1450
2030

27 Aug.
0152

0220

0030

0150
0730

1252
1320

lioored as before, starboard side to Maln Doek,
Port Noumea, Caledonia.
Carried out port routine.

Eighteen hand marine working party came aboard
for sleepling quarters.
Secured from handling cargo.

Resumed work on cargo in #1, 2 and 4 holds.

Underway to shift berth 100 feet aherd.

Doubled up and secured. Resumed work on cargo.
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28 August, 1942, Moored as before starboard side to Main Dock,
Port Noumea, New Caledonia,
27 Aug.

GsCaTs LoC.Ts
1450 0150 Native stevedores left ship. Ship's company
started unlosding drumse from S/S EASTERN SUN,
alongsilde,

1935 0635 S/8 EASTERN SUN ummoored from port side and got
underway. . y
Resumed work on cargo in /1, #2 and #4 holds,




28 Auge.
GeCueTe L.C.T.
1,55 0155
2030 0730
2250 0950

29 Aug.

0200 1300
0213 1313
0229 1329
0250 1350
0315 1415
0340 1440
0415 1515

st, 1

Moored as before starboard side to Main Doclk,
Port Noumea, New Caledonia,
Carried out port routine,

Native stevedores left ship, and cargo
operations seocured.
Resumed loading cargo.

H.M.8, MOA, (M22), came along port side and
secured.

Started taking fresh water from dock.

U.5.8.NEVILLE working party of 1, men reported
aboard,

HJi.8. MOA ummoored and left port side.

Fifteen hand working party from AMERICAN LEGION
reported aboard.

Fifteen hand working party from MoCAWLEY
reported aboard.

Sixteen hand working party from HUNTER LIGGETT
repbrted aboard.

completed taking fresh water from dock, having
received 4,000 gallons,




29 Aug.

GeCuTy L4C.T.

1500

2000

0200

0700

Moored as before, starboard side to Main Doock,
Port Noumes, New Caledonim., Carried out port
routine, £Ship loadins ocargo.

Native stevedores relieved working parties from
various ships,.

Discontinued working ecarszo in all holdsj resumed
work at 0730, and continued all day,

S\




21 August, 19L2 lMoored as before, starboard side to Main Dook,

30 Auge

CGeCeTe LoCoiTe
2150 0850

31 Aug.
0112 1212
0150 1250
0330 1430
0408 1508
0502 1602
1210 2310

Approved:;

Port Noumea, New Caledonia, Carried out port
routine. Ship loading carco.

Shifted berth aft 4O feet, Resumed work on carso.

Cix navel enllisted men roported on board as
passengers.

Variocus ships' working partics left ship.
lMade preparations for getting underway.

Unde on various courses al various speeds,
preceed to berth /52 in Dumbea Bay anchoragzej
pilot He at the conn,

Anchered in bverth #52, Dunbea Bay, in 1l fathous
of ;;:or with 45 fathons of chain to the port
ano . :

By order of Comtaskfor §1 tankt lighter left ship
t0o report to U.S5.8 HEYWOOD,

We Fo DIETRICH,
Commander, U.S.Navy,

Commanding Officer.
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AK20/A16=3
Serial 057

U.S. S. BELLATRIX

CONFIDENTIAL hugust 28, 1942

Froms
To:s

Sub ject,

leference:

dnclosuret

1.

Communding Officer,
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Navy Department, lashington, D.C,
Uslleds BELIATRIX = Special Form Action ieports.

Sa) Pacific Fleet letter No, 24CIs42,
b) Pacific Fleot letter 16CI-42, enclosing Cominch
Confidentisl letr, FF1/A16-3(0332) of March 7, 1942.

(A) No. 1 Heport, Anti-Alreraft Action by Surface Ships
for humst 7, 1942.

(B) No. 2 keport, Antd=Alreraft iction by Surface ships
for Mgust 7, 19%2.

(C) Nos 3 Report, Anti-Aircraft Action by Surface Shipe
for August 8, 1942,

In necordance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (A),

(B) and (C) are submitted herewith,

Coplen:

1
1

with end,

with ond,

Ve Fo DILTIRICH,

Y
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CONZ
ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION RY SURFACE SHIPS
Iocation of ship lLetgd ioads, Cuadalcanal U.5.5,_ MELIATIIX (AR20)
125 (asemil) Date_ fugust 7 194, 2
NOTES = PR T
Ea) Nevel Attack First = then collect data for this reportl!
b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated iith reasonable

accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available,

These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
deta avellable fram ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers,
Information is esscntial in order that the effectivencss of our eduipment can
be determined, There data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way to adversely

affect the handling of eculazent dwring eaction,

— - W e e

3
lea
8,

bu
Te

8.
9.
10,

1l,.

13.
14,
15.
16,

Surprise attaclk (YW I\.o)_mg‘ radar contact unknomn clcraft,

Method picking plane up (R Linoculars naﬁfld E Also shell burots from
(If by Radar state troe of set)

fange plane wes picked uwp (50 miluﬂ, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 siles) 10 =ndles
ﬁwnber of planes Atourt “ m’ .
Tyne of plane (F:Lphtu 2 ﬁ:’ ; ﬁi ber) Joaber
Tyne of attack %
Speed & altitude (Hif;h and fast, internediate end fagt, low 2 i."‘&l}'- haE

and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow

Cuns firing u”m 1= umber Flp® & 13 320 mm
lethod of conurol Let iod spotting
Amrinition expended A Sounds 3/ ealiber; 20 rounds 20mme

l-“)'/ﬁhlol -ﬂllm

- e -

Percent service allowence expended
Aporoximote time tracking to first shot fio means for "__“_‘"'
o u.u onde e

Approximate time first shot to lust shot 10 M
Sotdnoted st 23-1/2°
Lstimated at 2°

— . S  a R e & e & 8 ek w W e

o® ¢
06s° %

Apoproximote time of first hits

Aprroximete position ansle open fire

Aporoxincte pogition cease fire

Aporoximate bearing first shot

Approximate bearing lest shot _




25,

26.

Aoproximate range first shot Estimated 7,000 yards
Apmroximete range last shot Estimated 7,000 yards

Approximate altitude of bomb releasc 8000 feet Tvpe bomb Splashes appeared

to be from small type bozbs, about 100 pounds,

Aporoxdmate range torpedo releodse ®*eee seseeceee
Size of torpedp Sw e eawEe o w®

Hits on ship Nome Vas ship strafed Mo Size gun i i c
Number ncar bomb misscs Nom®  Casualties from near nisses None

Plancs shot down - Surc_NOM® Possihle = =« Dimaped = = e = e ===
By vhat size gun

Details of Damapge to tarpget by punfire if aviilable e e e weoew oo oo -

——— - P - -

Puri‘ornw.r'icc 6f airmunition (fxcellent, good, bad, poor) Execellent
sttterﬂts?fzcs (Lerge, smell, cxeessive) No pattern - local control at guns,

! ‘\ SKETCIHI

(a) IndicAte dircetion of attack relative ship's head, Fram abaft port beam

(b) Show rdlative sosition’of sun. 3 (Approximate)

(c) Indic ..11:-0\\0:1::1 1'.1;-.m;uvt'!‘¥:1‘a Anchored in 25 fathems water; ehgines on instamt
nmio k]

@y
% ,.'F "‘4‘3“_‘
- i
o
-'% gi \{‘Qp
N --.e,),
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: X e 7
\ >
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%, 4 Py
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CONFIDINTIAL

-

ANTI=-AIRCTAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS

Iocation of ship__lengo Roads, Guadalcanal U.5.5,_ BELLATRIX _(__AQ!

1502 (Gone=1l)  Dute_August 7 194,2
NOTES y o ¢

(&) Repel Attack First = then collect data for this report!

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated :ith reasonable
accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
deta avalleble from ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers,
Information is esscntial in order that the effectivenvss of our ecuipment can
be determined, Where data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general teras,
The obtaining of this information must not be ollowed in any way to adversely
affect the handling of eCuinaent during action,

1., Surprise attack (Yes or No) Yes

2, Method picking plane up (JotER, binoculars, naked eye) Also shell bursts from

(If by Radar state type of set) llﬂulimn g it

3. Iange plane was picked wp (50 wiles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 :miles) 10 mdles

Lo Number of plancs Approcdmately six (6) .

5 Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive bomber Bombers

Ty»e of attack Horizontal 1
6e Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate end fast, low and fest, high
and slow, intermedinte and slow, low and slow Intermediate and N
e itk & 2 3"/50 cal,

7. Cune firing__ Fouwr (&) Sizc_2=3"/50 cal;l-20mmjle=,50/Iunber f/2=20mn; #2-.50 cal,

tiethod of control liethod sootting e e = « = w -

8. Ammnition expended 13 Rounds 3/50 eal.; 45 Rounds 20mm; 230 Rounds .50 Cal.

9. Percent service allowence exnended_l.6% 3"/50 cal.y 02% 20mmj 1,18 .50 Cal,

10, approximete time tracking to first shot No means for trecidng

1l, Approximote time of first hits ____ Ne hits observed L

12, Approximate time first shot to last shot 100 seconds .

13. Approximete position ansle open fire Estimated 22-1/2°

14. Approximcte position cease fire Bstimated 24° Sl S

15, Aporoximate bearing first shot 3”'! i

(-]

164 Aporoximate hearing last shot 030°T

v




17.
18,
19,
20,

Aoproximate range first shot Egtimated 7,000 yards
Aporoximete ranpe last shot Egtimated 6,500 yards e

Approxdmale altitude of bomb releasc 8000 feet  Typc bomb Splashed indicated
amll to mediums 100=200 pounds.

Ao roxdmate range torpedo release e e oo oo =
Size of torpecdo - mm - -- -

Hits on ship__None Was ship strafed No SizZe gun  w = - - - - -
Number ncar bombh nisses Hon® Casualtics from near risses Neng

Plancs shot down - Surc Nop® FPossible e = = =Danaped - -

By vhat size gin_ & = & & =« -

Details of Damage to target by minfire if available - e e - -

I S ———

- - -

Ixcellent

- — e  — —

1
Performence of ammnition (fxeellent, pood, bad, poor)

Pattern sizes (Lovge, smell, cxeessive) No patterns - Local Control,

" SKETCH

() Indicate dircction of attack relative ship's head.
(b) Show relative sosition’of sun. 303
(¢) Indicate own nancuvers,




CONFIDZNTIAL ctiihetes

ANTI-ATRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS

location of ship W of (xewinde U.5.5. Beizamagx
k ; - JoLarabe s
A0 (sonaell) Dute  fhuuet 8 194, 2
. NOTES T e

(a) Repel Attack First = then collect data for this report!

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report = if data cannot be estimated 1ith reasonable
accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is availcble,

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
data available from ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers,
Information is esscntial in order that the effectiveness of our equipment can
be determined, ‘here data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way to adverscly
affect the handling of ecuiament during ection,

- —— . @

1. 8 i tacl
Surprise attack @Desm N?) ,,"E”;.qu F&&

.‘
vide
SE
2, Method picking plane up m 1.noru.l g 2 nam.d eye) Aleo ‘H- “-'
(If iy Mear SO Tvos Bf e} sereen and 2

3, RNange plane was picked up (50 wiles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 miles) 30 edles
4. Number of plancs Shont m Tve (285)

5. Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive bombt.ri
Type of attack Lhtended

6. Speced & altitude (High and fast, intermediate znd favt low 1o.s g.1
and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow
- r/ﬁ& Gd1; 20 —Wﬂ'mn -
7. Cuns firing Pourteen sizc «50 Cal.y «30 NO Number SMNAj . cald
liethod of control liethod spotting LA

8. Ammnition exponded X7 Nds 3/50 ealy 184 rde.20mas 360 mds,S0 caly 270 wde.J0 cal.
9, Perecent service allowence expended 2.8 "'[” Mmo” m 182 50 ﬂ“
10, approximate time tracking to first shot No means of trecking

11, Aporoximote time of first hits iwo dntues

. ——— e —— -

12, Approximate time first shot to lust shot__ Vhrwe sisutes
13. Approximetce position angle open fire " L ~mtdiastad)

o
14, Approximete position cease fire =017 (Letincted)

15, Aporoximate bearing first shot on° v
16, Apnroximate bearing last shot 260° T




netdmated 6,000 yarde

17. Asproximate ranpe first shot
18, Aporoximrte range last shot istiwted 1,200 yards (roarest, 15?__{"“"
19, Approximate altitude of bemb releasc lone TUDE oMb o o e e
20, Aosroximate range torpedo relvage Honej lney umils Lo salengs due o oww
Size of torpcdo Risgiamidiichad
— “retiamted :
21, Hits on ship 7 Wl lias ship strafed Ton Size gun fale 430 aixl 450
22, HNumber ncar bomb pisscs Nome Casualtics from near nisses ® ® e e S ss
23. Plancs ghot down - Sy fone Pﬁuil&ﬂ i Demaped one
* By what size gun e
24, Details of Damape to terpet by punfire if aveilehle Ne (2) plenes eperently
erippled by cross machime mn fire of this and other vessels, end evardually
craghed, One pessed alwad and the other astern of this ship, close akoard,
25, Purformence of ammnition (Ixcellent, pood, bad, poor) Meeellent
26, Pattern sizes (Lerge, smell, cxeessive) WO peltens - local coubrule
SKITCH
Sun ' o
(a) Indicate Zetion of attucek relagtive ship's pead. 157 mlsbive
(b) Show reIZZ$Is Sosition of sun.@ s '}L
(¢) Indicate om-*hmm:u\rurs. = v
X
E X
\ .'I‘f la]' \ X
shVO o ard
\5\—""1_
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C=Q=NwFelwDeEwNaT=leA=L
WAR DIARY
U.S.8. BELLATRIX,

Fram: 1l September, 1942 To: 30 September, 1942
0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=(=0=0=0=(=(=0=0=-0=0=0=0=0=0=«0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0
1l Sept,, 1942 Anchored as before in Dumbea Harbor, New Caledonia,
DESIGNATION: Task Force 62.2.6
COMPOSITION: BELLATRIX and USS HOFKINS.

NEXT IIGHER ECHELON: Comamphibsopac.

0 TION O ): Movement Order No., Alle42,
ate ugust, « Comtaskfor 62.

Aug,. 31
GtclTl L.c.Tl
(=11)

1855 0555 Underway from berth #52, Dumbea Harbor, on various
courses at various speeds conforming to the channel
and proceeding tc sea.

1918 (618 USS HOPKINS joined this ship as escort.

1934 0634 Maitre light abeam to starboard, distant 1100 yards.

1938 0638 Changed course to 176°(T).

1952 0652 Changed standard speed to 15 knots (80 r.p.m.).

1959 0659 H.M.S.LEANDER passed to port, standing in to Port
Noumea,

2008 0708 Changed course to 127°(T).

2011 0711 Changed standard sgeeg to 15.8 knots (85 r.pem.),
changed course to 121%(T).

2018 0718 Changed course to 180°(T).
2025 0725 VWent to General Quarters.

2026 0726 Passed Amedee Light abeanm to starboard, bearing
North.

-1-




1l Sept., 1942 (Continued)

Aug. 31
GeCoTe LoCoTe
2029 0729
2031 0731
2035 0735
2036 0736
2063 0743
2046 0746
2100 0800
2103 0803
2106 0806
21135 0835
2305 1005
2342 1042
2356 1056
2359 1059

Sept. 1.

0015 1115
0030 1130
0059 1159

Changed course to 230°(T).

Passing through Northern Passage.

Changed course to 205°(T).

Following ships passed to starboard, standing in:
S/ BRASTAGI, unidentified carzo ship and USS
CULDINGS «

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #ll.
Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
Ship's position 166° s@' 00" &,,022° 32' 30" S,
Chenged course to 140°(T).

Took departure with Tabu Reef Light bearing 051°(T),
Amedee Islasd Light 052°(T), rizht tangent Ven
Island 0753°(T).

S8ighted USS ALDEBARAN standing in to Port Noumea.

Sighted steamer hull down, bearing 086-30°(T),
on parallel course.

S8ighted object in water; HOFKINS left formation
to investigate.

Released red balloon for test firing 20 m.m.
A-A- ma.

Fired 58 rounds for test.

Changed base course to 076°(T).

Steamer sighted at 1005 1s unidentified; did not
answer recognition signals and is not flying any
national colors, according to report by HOPKINS.
HOPKINS rejoinn& formation.

Sighted Isle of Pines on port bow, bearing 040°(T).

2w \E?



1 Sept., 1942 (Continued)

GeCaTs LoCoTe "
0106 1200 sShip's position 167" 00' OO" ., 023° 07! 00" 8.
Distance made good since deperture 77 miles.

0318 1418 1Isle of Pines abeam to port bearins 3h6°(T),
distant 21 miles.

0503 1603 Changed base course to 018°(T),

0637 1737 Sunset.

0652 1752 Darkened ship,

0730 1830 C(Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 018°(T).
0846 1946 USS HOPEINS falling astern with engine trouble.
0900 2000 Ship's position 168° 17' 00" E., 022° 00' OO" 8.

0902 2002 HOPKINS reported engines working, and rejoining
formation.

0935 2035 HOPKINS flashed breakdown lights, 2 red vertlical,
but did not fall out of formation.

1205 2305 Moonrise.




2 Sept,, 1942

1l Sept.

GeCoTe LJC.T,

1300
1330
1759
1830

1904

2100
2220

2300
2 Sept.
0007

0057

0100

0201

0214

0215
0228
0230

0000
0030
0459
0530

0604

0800
0920

1000
1107

1157

1200

1301
1314

1315
1328
1330

Underway as before, escorted by USS HOPKINS, on
base course 018°(T), standard speed 15 knots (és
TeDPes)s Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Con-
diticn III, Weather: bright moomlight with a fow
scattered clouds.

Changed base course tc 352°9(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.

Set Condition I (Special).

Right tangent of Temna Island bearing 088°(T),
distant 53 miles.

Secured from Conditior I {fApeclal), set Condition
III. Light ship.

Ship's position 168° 20' 00" E,. 019° 02' 30" S,

stggted ER GA Islend with rizsht tangent bearing
099°(T), distant 36 miles,

Changed base course of formation tc 000°9(T).

Sighted Efate Island bearing 010°(T), distaant 35
mniles.

Sighted two sccut obasrvntion planes, identified as
friendly, bearing 0329(T), distant 7 miles,

Ship's position 168° 13' OO" E., 018° 07' 30" &,
Distance made good since noon Sept. 1, 1942, 346
mileB-

Changed base course to 020°(T).

Sighted Pango Point light bearing 052°(T), distant
6 miles,

Changed base course to 045°(T).
Changed course to 120°(T).

Arrived at point 23 miles off South coast of Effate
Island to awalt pilot from Port Filla,




Sept

1

2

GOGOTU L.C.T.

0235
0237
0240
to
0301
0304
0305

0317

0339
0341
0354

0426

0730

1335
1337
1340
to
1401
1404
1405

1417

1439
144l
L5

1526

1830

(Continued)

Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed base course,
Changed course to 150°(T).

Maneuvering on various courses at varlious speeds,
pilot boat approaching.

Pilot came sboard,

Pilot Boatswain W. R. GARRETT took conn. Shlip pro-
ceeding on various courses and at various speeds
in to Mell Bat, Efate Island,

Pango Point light abeam to starboard, distant 500
yards,

Passing throusgh submarine net.
U. S« Army Bl7 plane passed overhead.

Anchored in Filla Harbor in berth E., in 27 fathoms
of water with 60 fathoms of chaim to the starboard
anchor, on the following bearinfs: Flagstaff 0481°(T),
Red House 05619(T), Vhite Rock 163°(T).

Ships present: USS BOISE, USS HOPKINS, USS KITTYHAWK,
USS MERCURY, merchant ships MIRANDA and LOWELL,
UsDeAsTe E J HINDS,.

Distance made good since noon today 37 miles.

Transferred seven enlisted passengers,
Carried out port routine.

One Marine Corps officer 2nd two enlisted men re-
ported on board for passage to Button,




2

Sept., 1
@e0eTe LeCoTs
0405 1505
0500 1600
0532 1632
0542 1642
0550 1650
0609 1709
0610 1710
0611 1711
0613 1713
0615 1715
0617 1717
0640 1740
0650 1750
0655 1755
0730 1830
0900 2000
1215 2316

Anchored as before in Filla Harbor, Efate, New
Hebrides, Carried out port routine.

Lieut, (Jg) J.L.NEVENS, U.S5.N.R., reported on board
with 101 mem of Scouting Sguadron THREE and 77 men

of Torpedo Squadron EIGHT in accordance with verbal
orders of Commander Task Force 61.

Pilot HOFFMAN, U.S.N.R., came aboard,

Underway on various courses and at various speeds,
from berth E, coanforming to the channel and proceeding
to sea with pillot HOFFMAN at the conn. Standard speed
14 knots (74e5 Tepelie)e

Snikl Island Lizht abeam to starboard, distant 1100
Yardﬂl

Passed through submarine net,

Stopped, and pllot left ship.

Standard speed ahead,

Went to General Quarters.

Changed standard speed to 1l4.8 knots (79 r.pe.m.).
Passed Pango Point Lisht abeay to portm distant 600

yards,

Commenced zig-zagsing in accordance with Plan #1l, on
base course 230°(7T).

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
Sunset.

Mechanical failure set off automatic snoke alarm
indicator,.

Daricened shir. 4

Ceased zig-zagging, changed base course to 000°(T),
changed standard speed to 14 knots (74.5 TeDems).

Ship's position 168° 00' 00" E., O017° 38' 00" sS.

Sighted Mt, Tava NI Kutali, Epi Island, bearing 060°
(T), distant 19,2 miles,

.




Bept. 4, 1942 Underway as befere, escerted by US3 HOPKINS, en
course 000°{T), standard speed 1, kaets. Ship

' fully darkened and in Readiness Cenditien III.

Sept. 3

GeCuTs L.C.T,

1300 000G Commenced zig-zagginz in accordance with Plan #1ll.

1345 Q045 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

1403 0103 Changed course to 323°9(T).

1500 0200 Commenced zig~zagging in accordance with Plan #11.

1802 0502 |Malekuda Island abeam to port.

1815 0515 ©Set Condition I (Special).

1830 0530 Cut in degaussing gear.,

1833 0533 Left tangent Malo Island bearing 229°(T).

1845 0545 Changed course to 265°(T).

1850 0550 Secured from Condition I (special), set Condition III.

1855 0555 Changed course to 255°(7). Steering various courses
approaching Espiritu Santo Island, and used sngines
at various speeds until 0616 when pllot came aboard.

1917 0617 Froeeeding on various courses at various speeds to
assigned anchorage in Pekoa Channel.

1938 0638 Turning into ehannel between Espiritu Santo and
Aore Islands,

1941 0641 Yellow buoy abeam to port, distant 1200 gards.

1953 0653 Walked out port anchor to 15 fathoms, preparatory
to letting go.

2010 0710 Anchored in Pekoa Channel, in 14 fubhoms of water,
on the following bearings: Belehif Pcint 220°(T),
White Rock 89=45°(T), Nortbh tangent, Acve Island
105=309(T) .
Distance made good since departure at 1630, Sept. 3,
196 miles,
Ships present: USS CURTIS (SOPA), USS HUGHES, USS
HOPKINS, USS SABINE, USS HULL, uSs MACKINAC, USS
TRACY and five merchant ships.

-.7- g’ Y,




Sept. 1942 (Continued)
Pl
GCCOT. LCGCT.
2040 0740 Secured degaussing gear.
Carried out port routine.
Four officers and one hundred ninety men completed
passage and left ship for Base Button.

2305 1005 1Made preparations for gettinz underway.

2339 1039 Underway from berth j7 in Pekoa Channel on various
courses at various speeds to shilft anchorage.

2345 1045 Anchored in Pekoe Chennel in 16.5 fathoms of water
with 45 fathome of chain to the port anchor. Ship's
head upon anchoring 112°(T); bearings: left tangent
Black kock Point ngO(TJ, White Roek G89°(T),
Belchief Point 2213°(T).

Sept. L

0010 1110 Underway to chift enchorage, anchor dragging.

0015 1115 Anchored in 16,5 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of
chain to the port anchor. 3h1{'s head on anchoring
144°(T); anchorage bearings: afg tangent Black Rock
Point 105°(T), White Rook 88 1/4°(T), Belchief Point
221 1/4°(T), left tangent Acre Island 2103°(T).

0030 1130 Fourteen hand working party reported aboard from base
Button, and commenceé unloading cargo consigned to
this base,

0552 1652 Lieutenant Cormander V. C., SOUTHWORTH, MC V(S),
U.S5.,8M.Re, detached and left ship for U.S5.8.CURTIS.

0701 1801  Darkened ship except for necessary cargo lights.
1150 2250 Completed unloading cargo, and fully dgrkened ship.
1205 2305 Working party from base Button left ship.




Sept.

1

2

DESIGNATION: Task Force Unit 62,347

COMPOSITION: U.S.5.FULLER, U.S.5«BELLATRIX,
Escorts: U.S.5.HULL, U.3.5.HUGHES, U.S5.8 .HOPKINS,
UeS.5.S0UTHARD and U.8.5.ZANE,

NEXT HIGHER ECHELON: Comamphibsopaec,

OPERATION FLAN: Movement Order Comtaskfor 62,
despatch 040905, September, 1l9LZ, and U.S5.5,FULLER
Movement Order i-uz of 9/5/42, a & anended by CTF
desp, 060210 of Sept., 1942,

Anchored in Pekoa Channel Es?iritu Santo, New
Hebrldes, in berth 7, in 16; fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the port anchor,

Carried out port routine,

Recaived on board for temporary duty and passsage
naval personnel as follows: 1l officers and 585 men.

Loading eertain speclal items as cargo.




6 _Sept., 1942
5 Sept.
GeCoTe LeCuTe
1715 0417
1855 0555
2010 0710
2035 0735
2036 0736
2053 0753
2057 0757
2111 0811
2130 0830
2150 0850
2151 0851
2203 0903
2220 0920
2230 0930
2330 1030
63Sept.
0035 1135
0036 1136
0037 1137

Anchored as before in Pekoa Channel, Esplritu Santo
Island. Ship in Readiness Condition 3-A, with one
3=-ineh gun and two 20 m.m, guns manned. Darkened ship
except for lights necessary to work eargo and securing
for sea, Shlp loading cargo consigned to Base Cactus.
Finished loading eoargo.

Light Ship .

Made preparations for getting underway.

USS HOPKINS, SOUTHARD, ZANE, HULL and HUGHES got under-
way and prooceeded seaward through eastern entrance of
Segzord Channel,

Cut in degaussing gear.

USS FULLER underway.

Underway on various courses at varlous speeds conform-
ing to Segond Channel proceeding to sea, Standard
speed 15 knots.

Took position astern of FULLER.

Yellow Buoy abeam to port, distance 300 yards; passing
into swept channel,

Ahead standard speed,

Went to General Quarters. Ship passing between Aore
and Tutuba Islands.

Steering course 065°(T).

Secured from General Quarters, set Comndition III,
Secured degaussing gear.

Taking position port beam FULLER.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plam #38.
HOPKINS investigeting submarine contaet.

Made 50° turn to port to 295°(T).

Ceased zig-zagging.

-10-
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6 Sept. 1942

GeCuTe Lo.C.Te

0041
0042
0043
0055
0058
0059

010G

0104
0110
0122
0225
0302

0338

0400
0410
0425
0600
0602

1141
1142
1143
1155
1158
1159

1200

1204
1210
1222
1325
1402

1,38

1500
1510
1525
1700
1702
1710
1850
1805

1830
2000

(Continued)

Turned 50° to rizht to 345°(7).

Resumed base course.

HOPXINS made depth charge attack.

HUGHES made deptli charge atteck.

Made emergency turn to starboard to 0509(T).

ZANE left formation, apparently to take up the
attack the HUCIHES started.

Ship's position 167° 16' 00" L., 015° 01' Q0" 8.
Distance made good since gettinz underway 35 miles,

Made 50° turn to port to course 355°(T).

Changed course to 321°(T).

Commenced zig-zegging in accordanee with Plan #11,
Sizhted 1 friendly Catalina piane abaft port beanm.

Strange alrceraft reported sighted by HUGHES, bearing
300°(T). Alreraft not seen by this vessel.

HUGHES reported radar contaet with plane bearing 100°
(T), distant 14 miles.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 321°(7).
Changzed Fleet course and axis to 302°9(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plaa #11.
Ceased zig-zaggling.

Changed base course to 316°(T).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.
Sunset.

Darkened ship

Ceased zig-zazging resuned bass ¢ Be,
Ship's position 1650 52' 00" K., 013° 40' 30" S,

~Xl=- / o
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7 Sept, 1942

6 Sept.
GoCuaTe LaoCoTe
1825 0525
1830 0530
1905 0605
2018 0718
2100 0800

7 Sept.

0000 1100
0018 1115
0100 1200
0141 1231
0708 1808
0721 1821
0733 1833
0900 2000
1159 2259

Underway, enroute with USS FULLER and Escort, on base
course 316°(T); standard speed 15 knots.

Ship in position 1000 yards bearing 270, relative,
from FULLER (guide). Ship fully darkened and in
Readliness Condition III.

Weather: warm, light variable breezes from S.E., heavy
ground swell, ship rolling easy. lMoknrise at 0312,
with moon partly obscured by cirrus clouds,

Set Condition I (Special).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #1ll.

Secured from Condition I (Bpeecial), set Condition III,
and lighted ship.

Hauled down colors on signal from FULLER,

Changed Fleet course and axis to 319°(T), and standard
speed to 13 knots, Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance
with Plan #170 o o

Ship?'s pcsition 163" 46' 30" E., 011" 31' OO" 3.
Commenced raining, vieibility decreased to 10,700 yards,
Rain stopped, vislbility increased to 25,000 yards.

Ship's position 163° 15' oo &,, 010° 53 00" 8.
Distance madd good since noon 6 Septs., 1942, 325 miles.

Chanzed Fleet course and axis to 323°(T).
Sunset.

Ceased zig-zagging, and formed column, this ship taking
position astern of FULLER., Dearkened ship.

Changed base course to 270°(T).
Ship's position 162° 05' 00" E., 009° 17' 15" s,
Chanced course to 324°9(T).



8 Sept, 1942 Underway ag befere with USS FULLER and escort, on
course 324 (7), standard speed 15 knots. Proceeding
at 13 knots astern of FULLER, .Ship fully darkened
and in Readiness Condition III,

7 Sept.

GeCoTe LoC.T,

14,30 0130 Changed course to 270°(T),

1653 0353 Moonrise; moon obscured by clouds.
1725 OL25 Cut in degaussing gear,
1805 0505 8Sighted land bearing approximately 255°(T).

1830 0530 Went to General Quarters. Minesweepers swaefing chan-
nglﬁ FULLER astern of minesweepers, this ship astern
o ULLER.

1845 0545 Two APD's and two YM's oconducting land operations on
Guadalcanal Island, passed to port.

1851 0551 with Taivu Point bearing 215°(7), distant 2,5 miles,
entered Lengo Channel,

1852 0552 Sighted Florida Island bearing 101°(T).

1900 0600 Observed first wave of landing party, noted at 0545
above, stand in to the beach, near Taivu Ioint.

1901 0601 Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III,
Started preparations for unloading cargo.

1903 0603 Changed course to 290°(T), following movements of
FULLER, at speed of 15 knotis,

1921 0621 Observed Catalina plane patrolling.
1935 0635 Passed out of Lengo Channel.
1939 0639 Changed course to 257°(T), following FULLER.

2010 0710 Proceeding to anchorage off Kukum Polnt, Guadalecanal,

to to oa various courses at various speeds.

2015 0715

2015 0715 Anchored in 22! fathoms of water with..4L5 fathoms of
chain to the port anchor, on the folldwing bearings:
left tangent Savo Island 3223°(T), Mt. Callego 283°(T),
Lunga Point 066 1/4°(T). Carried out port routine and
started putting boats overside, preparatory to unload-
ing ecargo.
Distance made good since noon Septe. 7, 1942, 278,5

miles, et : / L{ .




8 Sept. 1942
eps.

GeCoTe LoCuTe

2031 0731
2032 0732
2355 1055
8 Sept.,

OL45 1545
0504 1604
0507 1607
0510 1610
0513 1613
0628 1928
0648 17,8
0655 1755
0710 1810
0735 1835
0755 1855
0800 1900

(Continued)

FULLER commenced disembarking troops.

All boats in water and sent them to Kukum Polnt docks
to pick up Marine working party. As lMarine working
les reported on board, comienced unloading accord-
£ to prearranged plan, and continued all morning.

Lisht rain ocommenced, and visiblility lowered to about
8000 yards.

Continued unloading ourgo in alternoon.

Made preparatiocns for getting underway.

FULLER underway. Heaved anchor in to 30 fathoms,
Marine working parties left the ship.

Underway at various speeds on various courses from
Lunge Roads, proceeding to Tulagl Harbor, standard
speed 16.8 knots,.

Standard speed, taking position astern of FULLER,
destroyers forming anti-subuarine soreens.

On various courses approaching Tulagi Harbor, following
movements of FULLER, and proceeding at varlious speeds.

FULLER anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

Anchored in 26 fathous of water with 60 fathoms of
chain to the ; anchor. Ship's head upon anchoring
3250(T)6 bear st right tangent Makambo Illns

054 1/L°(T 'ight. tangent Tulagl Island 3043°(T),
left tangon% Tulagl 15239(7).

Sunset. Destroyers standing in and anchoring.
Derkened ship.

"Unidentified {llﬂ‘l sighted over this area%y-report
received by signal.from SOUTHARD.

Manned one 3-inch gun aft, 3«inch vy
and ell 20 m,m, guus.



8 Sept., 1942 (Continued)

G.c .T. LOOOT.
0806 1906 Two enemy planes flew over and dropped two bombs
which struck in water without damage between this ship
and FULLEK, Both ships firing. veat to General
Quarters. (See Special Action Report following page 16).

0819 1919 TFlashes reported from the direction of CACTUS, which
was also repelling an air craft attack,

0821 1621 Heard two explosions from vicinlty CACTUS.

08,0 1940 Received message from FULLER to prepare to get under-
vay iluamediately.

0841 1941 Commenced heaving around on chain,

0851 1951 Underwvay from TULAGI HARBOR on various coursces at
variocus speeds proceedling to sea. standard speed
14 knots, This ship following movemnente of FULLER
as directed,

09CL 2001 Destroyers getting underway.

0919 2019 Changed standard speed to 15 knote; course 189°(T).

0928 2028 Changed course to 177°(T).

0930 2030 gbgsfg?d light apparently from aircraft, bearing
9 .

0931 2031 Observed second light near the first.
0940 2040 These two lights evidently flares,
0947 2047 Changed standard speed to 1l6.5 knots.




8 Sept, 1942
GeCoeTe LeCuT.
1008 2108
1010 2110
1012 2112
1019 2119
1022 2122
1025 2125
1027 2127
1108 2208
1125 2225
1245 2345

(Continued)

Changed course to 177°(T).
Chunzed course to 178°(T).
Secured from General Quarters, set Condition II.
Changed course to 174°(T).
Chanzed oourse to 176°(T).
Changed course to 093°(T).
Changed course to 090°(T).

Left Lengo Channel, passing into Indispensable
Straits on course 090°(T).

Changzed course to 099°(T).

Chanczed course to 137°(T).

-16~




9 Septs 1942

8 Sept.
GuCuTy LoC.T.
1337 0037
14,20 0120
1550 0250
1616 0316
1753 0453
1815 0515
182¢ 0528
1909 0609
1910 0610
2045 0745
2100 0800
2150 0850
2227 0927
2234 093k
22L,8 0948
2251 0951
2256 0956
2304, 1004
d008" 1108
0017 1117

Underway with USS FULLER and escorts on course 137°(T),
standard speed 16.5 knots; this ship in position of
FULIE R; escorts forming anti-submarine sereen.

Ship fully derkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Weather: warm and humid, with paasing alto-stratus
clouds from SSE.

Noted flashes from gun fire in general direction of
Tulagl, bearing approximately 3000(T).

Chanreé course to 1800(T).

Rain squall set in, vieibility reduced to 4000 yards.
Rain squall ceased, visibility increased to 6000 yards,

Changed course 90° to right to 270°(T), on signal
from FULLER.

Made 90° turn to right to 000°(T).

Set Readiness Conditicn I (Special).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #l11l.
Secured from Condition I (Speeial), set Con@ition III.
Hauled down ocolors.

Ship's position 161° 04' 00" 1., 010° O1' OO" 8.
Hoisted colors,

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

Changed course to 323°(T).

Mede emergeney turn to starboard to 013°(T)., Destroyer
on port bow reported supersonics indicate submarine

ian area.

Changed course to port to 323°, base course.

Changed course to 300°(T).

Cormenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #12.
Radar contaet on airoraft made by HUGHES, bearing 250°
(T), which were expected to be our own planes over

CACTUS.
Ceased zig-zaggine and resumed bape course 300°(T).

«17= l




0042

0058

0059
0100

0104
0110
0113

0118

1142

1144
1145
1148

1153

1158

1159
1200

1204
1210
1213

1218

[}

(@]

cntinued)

Went to General Quarters on sightingz formation
enemy planes, which were under attack from our
fightexs.

Conmenced firing on eneny planes sichted at altitude
variously estimated as 15,000 fest. Following move=-
ments of the FULLER turnea ship with right hard rud-
der intending to reverse course.

Formation subjected to horizontal boabing attack,
bonbs exploding alens the initial track of the
FULLER and BELLATRIX before turning, Ship sustalned
no danage and but two men wounded from bomdb frag-
menta, ‘de‘.ﬁ puge 20"1‘.).

Ceased riring. (See copy of Action lteport attached).
Enemy planes returning. Destroyers firlng.

Steadied on course 120°(T), and following movements
of FULLER turned left on various courses.

One plane, resembling a I4F, clrecled low and crashed
in the water three miles distant on port bow. A
destroyer headed that way, and apparently resocued
survivors,

Planes reported in clouds, bearing 065° relative.
Steadied on course 020°(T).

Changed course o 2 0°(T).

Ship's position 160° 35" LO" E,, 009° 20' 30" g,
Distance made good since 1951 Sept. 8, 1942, 240
miles,

Taking position astern of FULLER.

Changed course to 270°(T); formed column on FULLER.

Two planes reported bearing 255° relative; flew out
of sight.

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition II.

1



9 Sept, 1942

GeCuTs L.C.T,

0210

0215

0219
0229
0232

0252

0312
0323
0343
0344

0353
0420

0440
0445

0547

1310

1315

1319
1329
1332
1352

1412
1423
1443
Lhdel

1453
1520

1540
1545

1647

(Continued)

Sighted unusual disturbanne in water, bearing 116°(T),
that might concelvably be caused by submarine psri-
scopes, and signalled Task Group by flag holst to this
effect.

Gun /5 fired a shot at disturhance in water, indicating
the directlion and position to two destroyers which had
left the formation to investigate. Tiese destroyers
later reported no contaet was made with submarines.
Chanzed course to 090°(T).

Chanczed course to 2709(T),

Ship entering eastern entrance to Lengo Channel.

Takins position astern of FULLER,

Holeted signal -~ testing; #4 sun hed loose projectile
and 1t had to be fired.

Chanzed course to 290°0(T).
Came to course 000°(T), by following FULLER.
Chansed etandard speed to 14 knots,

ZANE left formation and headed in general direection of
Kukum Polint, Guadalcanal.

Changed course to 008°(T).

On various courses and at various speeds approaching
Tulagl harbor, Captaln and Navigator on the bridge,
the Executive Offlicer conning.

Stopped engines,

Anchored in Tulagl harbor in 26 fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the starboerd amchor; ship's
head upon anchoring 293°(T); bearings: Makanbo Island
0623°(T), left tangent Tulagi Island 155°(T).

MANLEY came alongside, starboard side to, and secured
preparatory tc taking fuel from this ship.

Commenced fueling MANLEY,

wlQw




2 Sept, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoTs L4CoT,

0708
0718

0723
0752

0812

0813
o8Ls

0823
0827
0829
0831
0834
0835
0839
0841
08kl
0850

0900
0940

1140
1241

1808
1818

1823
1852

1612

1913
1918

1923
1927
1929
1931
1934
1935
193¢
1941
1944,
1950

2000
2040

2240
2341

Sunset.

Two surf boats from MANLEY secured to port quarter
and comuenced winding this ship and MARLEY around
anchor, to be headed out of harbor.,.

Darkened ship.

Completed fueling MANLEY, Furnished her with 33,390
gallons of diesel fuel oil.

Conpleted disembarking worklng party and passengers
brouszht ur from Button.

Cast off MANLEY's lines, and ghe zot underway.
Underway from Tulagi Harbor on various courses and
at variocus speeds, proceeding tc sea, in accordance
with orders of Comtaskunit 62,3.7

Ahead 2/3 on course 130°(1).

Desiroyer ahead showling breakdown lighis.

Chanzed course to 190°(T).

Changed course to 1979(T).

Chansed course to 200°(T).

Ahead standard epeed,

Changed course to 190°(7).

Changed course to 178°(T).

Vent to Oeneral Quarters.

Secured from General Quurters, set Condition of
Readiness II (Speelal).

Ship's positiom 166° 10' 10" K., 009° 12t 15" 3,

Changed course to 090°(T), and entered western entrance
of Lengo Channel,

Secured degaussing gear,
Changed course to 1320(T), standard speed to 15 knotz.

w20= ;Ll




NORkiS, Melvin Anderson, 258 38 67, (S2c), U«S.Ne, on 9 Septs,
during bombing attack, while manning his battle station, gun
platform No., 3, was struck in left shoulder by 2 bomb frag=-
ment, The fragment travelled downward, possibly fracturing
the seapula, humerus or both, The fragnent was not removed
on board and patient was transferrsd to hospital at WHITE
POPFY on 22 Sept.

HARNISON, Roger (n), (Private), U.S.M.C.

During bombing attack patient was running for cover on boat
deck, starboard side, when he was struck by 2 bomb fraguent.
¥ragment enterecd upper 1/3 lateral asfeot producing wound
about 2 em. in diameter., Wound of ex ddle 1/3 of thigh,
medial aspect same size, Was transferred to hospltal at
WHITE POPFY on 22 Sept.

-20A~
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10 Sevnt, 1942 Underway for Buttom with Task Force 62.3.7, at stan-

GeCoTe LoCuTa

9 Sept.

1400 0100
1425 0125
1725 0425
1816 0516
1905 0605
1909 0609
1913 0613
1955 0655
2020 0720
2100 0800
2305 1005
2340 1040
0086" 1100
0100 1200
0120 1220
0145 1245
0440 1540
0654 1754
0709 1809
0730 1830

dard speed of 15 knots on course 132°(T). In column
astern of FULLER. Thig ship completely darkened and
in Readiness Condition I1, Weathert: calm sea with

frequent showers, 75% cloudy, wind out of Northeast.

Entered heavy rain squall,

Raln squall ceased.

Passed Ulawa Island abeam to starboard, bearing 145°(T),

distanl spproximately & miles. Someone with a blinker
tube ashore appeared to be sending a series of the
Set Condition I (Speeial). (letter JIG.
Chanzed base course to 137°(T).

Secured from Condition I (Speciull, set Condition III.
Commenced zig-zegeging ia accordance with Plan #11,
Changed standard speed to l1l5.5 knots.

A miue sizhted to starboard of the destroyer escort on
our port bow,.

Ship's position 162° 30' 00" Z., 009° 45' QO" S,
81:hted a Baker 17 plene bearing 080°9(T).

Rain squall set in, visibllity to South decreased to
about 6000 yards.

Rain squaell ceased,

Ship's position 168° 12' 15" &., 010° 20' oO" 8,
Distance made good since departure at 1918, Sept. 9,
240,5 miles,

Raln squall, visibility decreased to 6000 yards.
Raln ceased, visibility lifted to ibout 20;000 yards,
USS HOFPKINS took positiomn off our port bow,

Sunset,

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 137°(T).

2 =S
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Septe 10, 1942 (Continued)

GeCeTe LoCoTe
0900 2000 Ship's position 164° 41' CO™ E,, 0119 43' 00" S,
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Septe 11, 1942 Underway with Task Force 62,3.7 on base course 137°(T),
standard speed 15.5 knots. Ship completely darkened
and in Readiness Conditlon III.

FeCsTs LeCuTs

Sept. 10.

1729 0429 One ploane, with navigational lizhts Bhowling, passed
from bow to stern, distance about 3 miles, No signal
received from escort ships or task group commander
as to identity of plane.

1758 0458 Set Condition I (Special).

1830 0530 Coumenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11,

1845 0545 Secured from Condition I (Special), =et condition III.,
Light shilp.

1908 0608 Sighted Toga Island, Torres Islands Groupj; High Peak
bearing 067°(T), distant 32 miles,

1951 0651 Sighted ship on horizon bearing 152°(T). Ship is
comunicating with HOPKINS.

2003 0703 Ship i8 U.S.5.. OUTHARD rejoining convoy.

2100 0800 Ship's position 166° 33' 00" L., 0LL” 00! 30" S,

2123 0323 Ceased zlig-zagging and resumed base course,

2130 0830 Changed base courwe to 149°(T).

2140 08,0 Comuenced zig-zaggzing in accordance with Plan #1l.

2155 0855 Generator broken down, all engines stopped.

2157 0857 Standard speed ahead; shifted to another main generator.

2200 0900 Sighted Espiritu Island bearing 1809(T), distance
approximately 32 miles.

2351 1051 Escort radar contact with planes bearing 280°(T), at
a distance of 12 miles,

2353 1053 Went to General Quarters.
2357 1057 Friendly alrecraft sighted.
2359 1059 Secured from General Quarters, set Conditiom III.

Sept. 11
0000 1100 Chanced standard speed to l4 knots.

=23=
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Septe 11, 1942 (Continued)

G.GOT. LQGOTO

0100 1200
0230 1330
0243 1343
0415 2515
0437 1537
O4L45 1545
0450 1550
o452 1552
0456 1556
0516 1616
0517 1617
0540 1640
o544 1644
0551 1651
0555 5 1655
0601 1701
0610 1710
0615 1715

Ceased zipg-zagging, ohaned base course to 130°(T1).
ship's position 167° 00' 00" L., 014° L4& OO" S,
Distance made good since noon 10 Sept. 349 miles.
Changed course to 175°(T).

Commenced zig-zagzing in acceordance with Plan #38.

Sighted 1 IFlying Fdrtress and zbout 25 smaller planes
on starboard beam on opposite course.

Sighted 3 ghips bearing 215°9(T), apparently at anchor
lying cloece to beachy 2 tankers aud 1 ecargo ship.

Cut in degaussing gear.

Ceased zlig~zagging and resumed base cOUrse.

Teking pesition astern of FULLEK - 2/3 epeed ahead,
Standard speed ahead.

Following movements of FULLER approaching ehannel.
Changed course to 201°(T).

Steering various courses at various speeds conforming
to channel, following movements of FULLER, approaching
Bage Button,

Scuth tangent of Bogeclo Island abean to port, distant
900 yards. North tungent Begaclo Island abeam to port,
distant 1100 yards.

Two-thirds speed ahead.

North tanpent Tutuba Island abeam to starboard, dis-
tant 2} miles. Two FBY rlylug boats patrolling area.

Black Rock FPoint abeam to port, distant 1500 yards,

Black Rhock abeam to port, distant 1000 yards. One-
third speed ahead. Lnterinz Segond Channel..

Passed USS W.W.BURROUGH, USS FOMALIAUT and USS
MeCAWLEY abeam to starboard.

] : Q /




Sept, 11, 1942 (Continued)

GeCeTs LeC,.T,
650 1750 Sunsat.

0705 1805 Darkened ship.

0711 1811 Anchored in 25 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms
of chaln to the port anchor. Anchorage bearings:
White ligek 088%(T), left tangent Black Rock Foint
106 1/2%(T), Brigstooke Point 226°(T).
Distance made good since noon 1l Sept. 74 miles,

0727 1827 Secured Condition III, set Condition IILA.




Sept. 12, 1942 Anchored in SEGOND CHANNYL, ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,
in 25 fathoms vater with 60 fathoms chain to the
port anchor, Carried out port routline.

G.G.'I". Lt:l'lT.

0126 1226 ' Began making preperations for getiing underway. Tried
out main engines, steering gear,annunclators and
revolution indioator.

0145 1245 out in degaussing gear.
0200 1300 Heaved in chain tc¢ 45 fathoms.

0252 1352 35 FULLER (Comtaskunit 6243.7) underway. Begun
weishing anchor,

0300 14,00 Upnderway at various speeds on varlious ocoursee conformn-
inz to channel, and following movements of FULLER,
procsaded to CACTUS-RTINGBOLT area in compliance CTF
despatech Sept, 120108,

0301 1401 Vent to General Quarters. Standard speed 14 knots.

0310 1410 Secured from Genoral Quarters, set Condition II, in
compliance with signal to all ships in the harbor,

0314 1414 Ahead standard speed.
0315 1415 Black Rock Polnt abean to starboard, distant 1100 yds.
0318 1418 \White Rock abeam to port, distant 1500 yds.

0330 1430 Passed the following vessels to port standing in to
Base:- USS MINNEAPCLIS, LIBRA, ALCHIBA, HEYWOOD,
PRESIDENT ADAMS, FRESIDENT JACKSON, PRESIDENT HAYES
and CRESCENT CITY, with thelr escorts,

0349 1449 ©Set Readiness Condition III, STERRETT alone: acting
as escort, HULL returning to base,

0357 1457 On signal, took staticn bearing 90° relative from
FULLER, distance 1000 yards, o

_ “

0359 1459 Took departure, with TUTUBA ISLAND right tangent
bear 320:5(41, distance 2 1/4 niles, Set course
357°(T) . Taking position astern of FULLER,

0414 1514 On signal changed standard speed to 15.5 knots.

0420 1520 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan /11,

0623 1723 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course.

0635 1735 Changed base course and axis to 315Y(T). South tangent
of SIKUA ISLAND baaggfg 24,6°(T), distant 53 miles,




Septe 12, 1942 (Continued)

GeCaTe LoCoTe

0709
0900

1133

1809
2000

2233

Darkened ship.
Ship's position 166° 49 00" L., 014° 31! 43" S.
Weather: warm, with sky overcast, aboub covered

with st-ocu clouds, Two-knot wind out of the H.E.]
barometer rising; sea oalm,

Chanczed base course to 302°9(T).

27
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13 Sept, 1942

GseCoTae L.C.T.
18i0 0510
1848 0548
1900 0600
2042 0742
2100 0800
2210 0910
2219 0919
13 Sept.
Q100G 1200
0105 1205
0112 1212
0120 1220
0124 1224
0204 1304

- 0700 1800
0702 1802
0705 1805
0709 1809

Underway with USS FULLER and escort of one destroyer
on course 302°(2), standard speed 15.5 xunots. Ship
fully darkened and Readiness Condition III. Relative
bearing from FULLER is 270, distance 1000 yards.
Weather: warm and sky partly clouded; sea calm.

Set Condition I (Special).
Commenced zig-zaggzing in accordance with Plan #1l.
Secured from Condition I (Speeial), set Condition III.

Sighted U.S.Flying Fortress (B-17) bearing approxi-
mately 358°(T).

Ship's position 164° 08' 00" E., 012° 51* o0O" S,

Went to General Quarters on signal radar contasct made
with alreraft, distant 14 miles.

Secured from Gemeral Quarters upon signal that radar
sereen .s olear; set Condition III,

Ship's position 163° 05' Q0" E,, 012° 13' oO" 8,
Distance made good since departure at 1400, Sept. 12,
330,5 miles.

Radar reported airecraft bearing 060°(T). Went to
General Quarters.

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
Friendly aircraft sighted bearing 130°(T).

A destroyer sighted bearing 125°(T), distant 12
miles; proved to be USS HULL.

HULL Joining formation, taking position in anti-
submnarine soreen,

Ahead 2/3 speed, taking position astern of FULLER.
Ahead standard speed.

Gave 1800 position to FULLER: Lat, 1l1l-27 S., Long.
161-51 E,

Sunset.
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13 Sept, 1942 (Continued)

GeC.T.
0724

0900
1030

L.C.T,
1824

2000
2130

Darkened ship.
Ship's position 161° 27 oo™ E,, 011° 14' 45" 8.
Chenged Fleet course and axis to 000°(T).

-29=
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Sept, 14, 1942 Underway on course 000°(T), standard speed 15,5
knots, in column astern of UBL FULLIL 1000 yards.
Ship fully darkened and in Readinecs Conditvion i1
(Special), Weather: squally conditions, cumulus and
cunulus-nimbus clouds passing from NL to SWe Sea
glichtly choppy, coming from ENE,

G‘C .T. LQC.T.

Sept. 13
1355

1415

1620
1801
1815
1843

1900
1902
1917

1936

1945

2015
2018

2040

2045

0055
0115

0320
@501
0515
0543

0600
0602
0617

0636

0645

0715
0718

0740

0745

Heavy raln squall set ln, vislibility decreased to less

Heavy rain squall ceased, latermitient squalls con-

tinuing.
Changed Fleet course and axls to
S8ighted NURA ISLAND on port beamn.

Gener=l JQuarters.

3159(1).

Passed HUA SURA ISLANDS, obtained cut with right
tangent 18&°(T)1 jert tangent 165 3/4°(T), NURA ISLAND

(T).
Cut in degauseing gear,

left tangent 1213

Plane bearing 270°(T) challenging.

Sunrise., Secured rrom General Quarters, set Condition
III, Lighted ship. Preparing ship for unloading.

Entering ealtorn entrance or Lengo Channel. Changed

gourse to 270°(7T).

Three F4F (Wildecat) planes corossed stern from starboard
to port, having passed out of western end of Lengo

Channel.

USS FULLER and USS STERRETT left formation to proceed
to Tulagi, Sighted one B«l7 bomber,

Sighted two tramsport planes or medium bombers, and

two Wildcat planes.

d oourse to 260°(T)., Hea
fggggghe vicinity of the 5on
wag engaging our forces there.

Changed course to 255°(T).

=30=
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Sept, 14, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoeTe LCuT,

Sept. 13
2047

2052
2058
2059

2109
2111

2117

2127
2215
2225

2233

R235
2236

2240

2252

2257

0747

0752
0758
0759

0809
0811

0817

0827
0915
0925

0933

0935
0936

0940

0952

0957

Made preparaticns for coming to anchor in Lunga Roads
and carrying out unloading operations,.

Changed course to 230°9(T).
Ahead 1/3 speed, approaching Kukum anchorage.

Changed course to 190°(T).

Received word from Shore Station, Cactus, despatch
132150 of Sept., 1942, to the effect that, due to the
tactical esituation on shore,. it would be impossible to
unload this ship today. The shlp was ordered to pro-
ceed to Ringbolt to await further orders,

Ahead 2/3 speed; proceeding to Lingbolt on course
030°(T) .

Ahead standard speed,

Heavy small arms guniire on shore in the vicinity
West of alroraft landing fleld, indicating enemy
attacking there also.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11,
Ceased zig-zagging and changed course to 013°(T).

Approaching Tulagi Harbor,and proceeding at various
speeds,

Walked out port anchor to 15 fathomsj; zhip turning
slowly to port.

Steadied on course 328°(T).

Changed course to 313°(T); used enzines at various
speeds in coming to anchor.

Anchored in Tulagi Harbor in 28 fathoms of water with
45 fathoms of chaln to the port anchor. Ship's head
on anchoring 316°(T); anchoragd bearings: Rear Range
031°(T), left tangent Makambo Island 3261°(T), right
tangent Tulagl Island 306 3/4°(T).

Went to General Quarters on signal frem USS FULLER
of expeeted enemy air raid, Heaving in on anchor.

Unde from Tulagl Harbor; ahead standard speed on
se 1400 ’

gour (T). 3] 3\3




Sept. 1k, 1942 (Continued)

G.C.Ta L.C.T.

Sept. 13
2300 1000
2301 1001
2302 1002
2304, 1004
2308 1008
2316 1016
2320 1020
2332 1032
2338 1038
2340 1040
2341 1041
2356 1056

Sept. 14
0002 1102
0005 1105
0021 1121
0136 1236

USS FULLER underway.

Changed course to 170°(T).
Changed course to 189°(T).
Changed course to 192°(T).

Changzed course to 160°(T). Observed clouds cf gray
smoke from Koli Peint area, Guadalcanal Island.

This ship in position 315°, relative, from FULLER.
USS STERRETT and HULL teking positions on either side
of formation. Changed course to 190°(T).

Ships turned right to 250°(T).

Ships turned left to 130°(T).

Ships turned left to 070°(T). ,
Ships turned left to 010°(T). |
On signal, destroyers fo;ming anti-submarine screen.
Turned left to take position astern of FULLER.

On course 003°(T), in column astern of FULLER,
approaching Tulagi Harbor.

Steering 005°(T). Secured from General Quarters,
set Condition III. Proceeding at various speeds on
various courses to anchorage in Tulagl Harbor.,

Anchored in Tulagl Harbor in 26 fathoms of water with
b5 fathoms of chain to the port wnvhorj ship's head
on anohorig 317°(T); bearings: right tangent gulagi
Island 308 fT) left tangent Tulagl Island 202°(T),
Front Range Oéiﬁo(T].

In accordance with oral permission obtained from Come-
taskunit 620307 (l'ULLER). by Oaptain HUSTON. UOS.M.G..
based on an urgent message for assistance from ComGen
Cactus, 38 men from the 3rd Bn., 2nd Marines, came
aboard for transportation to Cactus.
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Sept., 1 1942 (Continued)
GsCuTs L.CaTe
0200 1300 45 men from the 3rd Bn., 2nd Mainres, came aboard for
transportation to Caotus,

0231 1331 Weunt to General Quarters on signal of expeoted air
rald, Heaved round on anchor . chain.

0234 1334 Underway from Tulagl Harbor, on course 130°(T), ahead
2/3 speed.

0236 1336 USS FULLER underway.

0237 1337 On various courses proceeding foom Tulagi Harbpr.
0239 1339 Ahead standard speed.

0244 1344 Steering course 190°(T).

0246 1346 Changed course to 180°(T).

0252 1352 Changed course to 170°(T).

0257 1357 Changed course to 190°(T). FULLER approaching to
teke position on starboard quarter,

0305 1405 Ships turned right to 250°(T).
0310 1410 Ships turned right to 190°(T).
0315 1415 Shipe turned left to 130°(T).
0319 1419 Ships turned left to 070°(T).
0323 1423 Shipe turned left to 340°(T).

0332 1432 Took position in column astern of FULLER on course
007°(T), approaching Tulagl Harbor.

0344 1444  Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III,
0350 1450 Changed course to 011°(T); ahead 2/3 speed, *
0354 1454 Ahead 1/3 speed; changed course to 318°(T).
0359 1459 Walked out port anchor to 15 fabhons,
* Also sent HULL to CACTUS to advise C,0., of the NOB

to have all avallable boats for disembarking troops,
avgas and ammunition.
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Sept. 1L, 1942 (Continued)

GeCuTs Lo.CoTs

0401

0410

0415

0LL9

0452

0503
€505
0508

0515
0554

0556

0557
0600
0603
0606
0608

1501

1510
1515
1549

1552

1603
1605
1608

1615
1654

1656

1657
1700
1703
1706
1708

Anchored in Tulagi Harbor in 26 fathoms of water with
45 fathoms of chaln to the port anchor. Ship's head on
anchgring_BlBo(T]; bearings: left tangent Tulagl Island
3094“(T), ¥ront Range 061g°(T), left tangent Makambo
Islapnd 331°(T).

106 men from the 3rd Bn,, 2nd Marines, came aboard for
passage to Cactus.

15 men from tha 3rd Bn., 2nd Marines, came aboard for
passage tc Cactus,

47 men from the 3rd Bn., 2nd Marines, came aboard for
passage to Cactus., |

Underway from Tulagl Harbor on various courses at
various speeds proceeding to Cactus with support
troops under Captain Hustomn, U.S.M.C., and detachment
of several officers and 245 men needed for relief of
the hard pressed forees ashore on Guadaleanal, Have
also orders from Comsopac¢ and Comtaskunit 62.3.7 dis-
pateh 140205 of Sept.,, 1942, tc land all the avgas and
ammunition possible prior 2000, then withdraw.

Ahead standard speed; changed course to 192°9(T).
Changed course to 188°(T).

Changed course to 210°(T), STERRETT, patrolling off
harbor, took position as eacort,

Commenced zig-zagzing ln accordance with Plan #11,

On air rald warning, relayed by HULL, standing back
from Cactus, went to General Quearters, On course 210°
(T); turned ships right to 270°(7).

STERRETT relieved by HULL as sscort and proceeded
back toward Tulagi.

Turned ships right to 315°(T),

Turned ships left to 2559(T).

Changed base course to 1909(T).

Cormenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan #11l.
Secured from General Quarters, set Conditiom III,
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Septs 14, 1942 (Continued)

Glc .T. L.c.T.
0612 1712 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0616 1716 Bt, message from Shore Station cteted: "Only personnel
and thelr equipment will be unloaded tonight."

0618 1718 Ahead 2/3 speed on various courses coming into Lunga
Roads anchorage, Guadalcanal, Used engines at varlous
speeds coming to anchor.

0635 1735 Anchored in 22 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of
chain to the port anchor. Ship's head on anchoring
178°(T); bearings: right tanzent CGuadaloanal Island
2993°(T], left tangent Savo lsland 3229(T), right tan-
gent Tau Sau Island 338°(T).

0638 1738 Preparing to disembark troops. Continuous swmall arms
gunfire from the right of the beadh, indicating the
enemy 8till engaging our forces ashore.

0642 1742 TFirst gontinannt of support troops and equipuent loft
the ship.

0700 1800 Went to General Quarters; heaving round on anchor;
ahead 1/3 speed (Standard speed 16.5 knots, 89 r.p.m.),
on warning of unidentified planes in area.

0704 1804 Stopped engines; 1/3 astern.

0705 1805 Stopped engines; 2/3 speed ahead.

0706 1806 Underway to combat air attack, steering course 030°(7);
ahead standard speed.

0708 1808 Sunset,

0710 1810 ‘Turned left to 330°(T).
0713 1813 Turned pight to 030°9(T).
0715 1815 Turned right to 090°(T).
0717 1817 Turned right to 150°(T).
.0720 1820 Turned right to 210°(T).

0722 1822 Changed standard speed to 14 knots, standing toward
former anchorage in Lunga Roads,
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Sept. lh; 1942 (Continued)

G’.c.T. LOGOTQ
0723 1823 Sighted approximately 18 Japanese slnzle float sea-
planes approaching in line abreast formation, back in
the hills of Guadalcanal, bearingz southeasterly,
beycnd Cactus airfield, and started ship swinging
rizht to present our port broadside to them. Increased
speed to 16.5 knots (89 r.p.m.).

0723.5 1823.,5 AA batteries surrounding alr-field opened fire on
enemy over hills,

0726 1826 Together with HULL, our escort, began steering various
courses and commenced firing our 3" anti-aireraft and
20 m.m, guns, to break up approaching enemy line for-
maticn over the air-field.

0729 1829 Heavy barrage from beach and ships aguinst attacking
formation, which dispersed eneny planes and drove most
toward the East and to seek higher altitude, where in
turn fighter planes from Cactus harsased them to such
extent that & number Jettisoned their bombs over the
water and escaped into the darkmess in the East.

0735 1835 Ceased firing. Continued steering various courses
to keep boardside to possible enemy attack,

0736 1836 Bombs being dropped from high altitude. Ohserved
several falling near destroyer IULL., Planes cannot
be seen in the deepening dusk. Continued evasive
tactics through rapid maneuvering of ship.

0738 1838 This ship and others reopened heavy fire on one plane
attacking low, In spite of intense Tire this plane
escaped, Tracer fire cpbserved from Tulagl indicated
some of enemy planes were attacking the FULLER and
STERRETT there.

0740 1840 Ceased firing.
Observers on board are sitive in noting two enemy
planes explode in the air with brilliant flashes of
rlamg. (See attached copy of Speeial Aetion Report
No. L ]

0746 1846 On course 21C%(T), returning to anchorage at Base

Cactus, Darkened ship. Used englnes at various speeds,
and steered various courses approaching anchorage.
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Sept

G.C.T,
0751

0801

0805
0825
0835

0845

0900
0913

1010

1015
1145

1

4

L.C.T.
1851

1901

1905
1925
1935

1945

2000
2013

2110

2115
2245

2

(Continued)

Observed two large fires in viecinity of Koli Point,
due to our planes bombing enemy hiding in high graas
and brush,

Sjopped englnes. Lylng to - preparing to disembark
lMarine Support Troops (Several officers and 245 men,
3rd Bn., 2nd Division).

Began disembarking Marines and equipment,

The two fires on Xoli Point have now merged into one.
Last of Marine Troops having left shig, got underway
with HULL (escort) at standard speed 1l knots heading
toward western entrance to Lengo Channel,

Changed course to 090°(T) and entered western entrance
Lengo Channel.,

Ship's position 160° 20' 00" E., 009° 21' 30" 8,

Fire Jjust RBast of Koll Point is now abean to starboard,
and appears to be a half mile long.

Having passed out of Lengo Channel, into Indispensible
Stralt, secured from General Quarters, set Condition II,

Secured degaussing gear.

Changed course to 129°(T).
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Sent. 15, 1942 Underway on course 129°(T)! at standard speed 15

R AR
1325 0025
1820 0520
1653 0553
1855 0555
1908 0608
1914 0614
1923 0623
1939 0639
2100 0800
2322 1022
2341 1041

58804 “*1104
ooh2 1142
0053 1153
0100 1200
0125 1225
0200 1300
0205 1305

knots, escorted by USS HULL, enrcute to meet FULLER.
Weather: generally clear.

Chanced course to 180°(T).

Set Conditlon I (Special).

Sighted ship on horizon, bearingz 160°(T).

21 hted small ship with first cne; ships belleved to
be FULLER and STERRETT.

Commenced zig-zageging in accordance with Plan #1l.
Seeured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Increased speed to 89 r.pen., to catch up with FULLEL.
Chanzed base course to 170°(T).

Ship's position 161° 10¢ 06" Be, 012° 23' oO" S,

Went to General Quarters. Signal from USS HULL eneny
aireraft sighted.

Changed base course to 1909(T).

Secured f{rom Generul Quarters, set Condition II1I.
USS OTERRETT left FULLER and headed this way.
STERRETT proceeding for rendezvous with CTF 65.

Ship's position 161° 10' oo" E., 012° 23' oo s,
Distance made gecod since noon Sept. 14, 300.5 mlles,

HULL obtained permission to proceed to rendezvous
with CTF 65 .

Changed base course to 180°(T).

Message received from Coumsopac to rendezvous with
Tasklfor 65 at 1600 in 11-20 S., 161-50 E., However,
as it was 95 miles to that ren&ezvous‘uhon‘msasaso
was received and decoded, junction could not be made
and retirement was toward WHITL POPFPY at best speed,
following FULLER. This was specified in the message
should rendezvous be impossible,
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Sept. 15, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoTy
0400
0410

0435

0711
0726
0900
1130

L.C.T,

1500
1510

1535

1811
1826
2000
2230

Chanzed base course to 165°(T).

Sighted two friendly planes, Dauntless type, bearing
185°(T), distant 4 miles.

Si:hted FULLER bearing 153°9(T), distant approximately
8 miles.,

Sunset,
Darkened ship.
Ship's position 161° 18' 00" E., OLL® 14' 30" S,

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 165°(T).
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Septe 16, 1942 Underway on course 165°(T), standard speed 15.8
knots., Ship fully darkana& and in Readiness Con-
dition III. Weather: Steady breeze from Southeast.
Small quantity of cumulus and alto-cumulus clouds
passing from Southeast to Northwest, sea slightly
choppy.

Sept, 15

Qlc .T. LOGIT.

1705 0405 Slowed to 80 r.pem., account sparking of the moter
exhaust.,

1800 0500 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #12,
1812 0510 Set Condition I (Speeial).

1842 0542 USS FULLER still in sight, bearins 172°(T), distant
5 miles.

1900 0600 Changed base course to 180°(7), and commenced mig-
zagcing in accordance with Plan #11l, Resumed stand-
ard speed of 15.8 knots (85 repem.).

1910 0610 Secured from Condition I (Speecial), set Condition III.

1912 0612 Lighted ship.

1925 0625 Changed base course to 160°(T).

2000 0700 Changed base course to 165°(T).

2L00 0800 Ship's position 162° 02' L5" E., 0179 15' L5" 8,

2200 0900 Changed course to 170°(T).

2343 16101.3 Changzed course to 160°(T).

S'pt .

0100 1200 Ship's position 162° 18' 00" E., 018° 11' 30" g,
Distance made good sinee noon Sent, 15, 357 mlles,

0120 1220 Changed base course to 170°(T), closing in on FULLER.

0300 1400 Changed base course to 160°(T).

OLOO0 1500 Changed base course to 165°(T).

0500 1600 Received and decoded ComSoPac 160418 directing
immediate return to CACTUS sending escort to be
contacted enroute.

0515 1615 Requested permission of COMTASKUNIT 63.3.7 (USS FULLER)
toc proceed on duty assigned, which was granted.

wlyQu Z%KL”
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Septe 16, 1942 (Continued)

GeCoTeo LosCoTe
0530 1630 Changed base course to 340°(T).

0552 1652 Chanzed base course to 346°(T).
0630 1730 Increased speed to 16.5 knots.
0635 1735 Chanzed base course to 3519(T).
0720 1820 Darkened ship.

0800 1900 C(Ceased zig-zagzing, resumed base ccurse, Slowed
gpeed to 15.8 knots (85 r.p.n.).

0900 2000 Ship's position 162° 20" 00" L., 018° 17' oo" S.

1000 2100 Chanzed base course to 354°(T), to allew for
current.

1200 2300 Moon set.

-l




S0Py 17, 1942 Underway and proceeding independently on course

Bebets LaC.To
1200 0500
1830 0530
1833 0533
1918 0618
1938 0638
2100 0800
0180° 1200
0130 1230
0200 1300
0238 1338
0245 1345
0403 1503
0600 1700
0647 1747
0725 1825
0800 1900
0900 2000
0904 2004
1300 2400

354°(T), standard speed 15.8 knots, SHip fully
darkened and in Readiness Condition III.

Set Condition I (Speeial).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #l1.

Lookouts twice reported flash of light bearing 000°(T).
Lizht not seen from bridge.

Secured from Condition I (Special), seot Conditlion III.
Lishted ship, 8Speed inereased to 59 I'sPela

Chaned base course to 3589(7T).
Ship's position 161° 55 30" E,, 0159 237* oO» 8,

Ship's position 161° 52t 30" &,, 014° 21! 15" s,
Distance made good since noon Sept. 16, 356.5 miles.

Changzed base course to 355°(T).

Ceased zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11l, and
commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #37.

Changed base course to 3119(7T).
Changzed base course to 270°(T).
Chanzed base course to 352%(7).

Ceased zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #37, and
commenced zige-zagging in accordance with Plan ;9.

Changed base course to 000°9(T).

Darkened‘ahip.

Changed speed to 15.8 knots.

Ship's position 161° 13' 00" E,, 012° 44' 00" S.
Changed base course to 358°(T)..

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course,

e /,_}4 /‘
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Sept. 18, 1942 Underway on base course 358°(7), standard speed
15.8 knots, Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
Condition IIl. Weather: squally, with strato-
cunulus passing from East to Nas%. Alr warm and
numid, Short choppy sea, making ship piteh and
roll unevenly.
Sept. 17
GeCusTs L.C,T.
1307 C007 lioon set.
1800 0500 Commenced zig-zagging in sccordance with Plan #37.
1810 0510 Set Conditlion I (Special).
1902 0602 Changed base course to 005°(71).

1907 0607 Increased speed to 89 r,p.m. Expected contact with
destroyer escort not made; declidéd to proeceed never-
theless to carry out asslgned wission.

1912 0612 Changed base course to 012°(7).

1920 0620 Secured from Condition I(Special), set Condition II.

1930 0630 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #9.

2019 0719 Slgg?e? friendly patol plane bearing approximately
272°(T) .

2100 0800 Ship's position 161° 06' 30" L., 009 50 OO" S,
Cnanzed base course to 3279(7).

2128 0828 Sighted GUADALCANAL Island, bearing 2503° (T),
dlstant approximately 12 milea.

2224 0924 Sighted NURA Island, right tangent bearing 283°(T), |
distant 7 wmiles. |

2250 0950 Passed NURA Island abeam, bearing 237°(T), distant
3.8 miles.

2300 1000 Changed base course to 280°(T).

2303 1003 ©Sighted KUA SURA Island on port bow bearing 257°(T),
distant approximately l1ll miles.

2341 104) Passed right tangeat liUia KIKI Island, distant
approximately 5 miles.
B.pto 18

0000 1100 Cut in degaussing gear.

i3




Sept. 18, 1942 (Continued)

G'.COT. LIC.T.

0025
0035

0100
0105
0120
Cl53
to

0204
0211

0216

0313
0510

0709
0724

ogse

0903

1125
1135

1200
1205

1220

1253

1304
1311

1316

1413
1610

1809
1824

1958

2003

Sishted NURA ISLAND bearing 300°(T).

Ceased zlig-zagging and proceeded on various courses
approaching eastern eantlrance of LING0O CHANNEL.

Ship's position 160° 20" 00" K., 009° 22¢ LO" s, ;
distance made good since noon Septe. 17, 352.5 miles.

Sishted destroyer on port bow, recognized as one of
our 1200 tonners, and awalted challenge.

Exclhionged calls with destroyer - USS SOUTHARD. Sighted
about 19 other ships in the vicinity of LUNGA POINT,
which proved to be TASKFORCE 65 in rrocess of acocom-
plishing its mission.

On various courses and at verlous speeds, approaching
ancnorage area at LUNGA ROADS.

Anchored in LUNGA ROADS# GUADALCAINAL ISLAND, in 29
fathome of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the port
anchor. Ship's head on anchoring 160°(T), bearings:
MT. ILAROLD 195 3/4°(T), left tanzent SAVO ISLAND
307°(T), UT. AUSTIN 208°(T).

First tenk lighter came slongside from the beach, and
Tirst sling load of aviation gaesoline put in 1it.
Unloading aviation gasoline, avliatlon lubricating oil,
72 octane gasoline, ammunit[on, Ji storces and equipment.

Working party of Marines came on board.

CTF 62 despatch 180430 commended loyalty of the
BELLATRIX to her mission and gave a "Well=-done to the
Captaln and his fine ship's company”.

Sunset.

Darkened shlp, except for necessary lights on star-
board side (toward shore), for unloadlnge Completed
unloading of aviatlion gasoline and lubricat oll,
and continuing unloading ammunition, diesel oil in
drumng and ulscellaneous cargo almosﬂ to moment of
getting underway.

Underway with TASKIFOR 65 from LUNGA ROADS, GUADALCANAL
ISLAND, on various courses and at various speeds, as
uevantﬁ ship in column of transfgrts in Approach Dis-
sition "AR=5", Comtaskfor 65 in McCAWLEY 1s OTC.
tandard speed 12 knots, Ahead 1/3, i;

-M-



%apt. 18, 1%&2 (Continued)
eCele LaCaTe

0905

0947
0949

0950
1000
1013

1130

11,8

1150

2005

2047
2049

2050
2100
2113

2230

22,8

2250

Stopped englnes. Lying to, awaiting turn for position
in column.

Ahead 1/3 speed. Set Condition of Readiness III,

Standard sgeed anead, proceeding to sea, steering
course 086°(T).

Changed standard speed to 1/ knots.
Changed course to 0899(T).

Chenged sourse to 090°(T), passing through LENGO
CHANNEL,

Ran into a very heavy rala squall, Visibillity de-
ereased to about 1500 yards. Cleared LENGO CHANNEL.,

Rain squall moderated, and visibllity increased to
about 6000 yards.

Secured degaussing gear.
Pormation proceeding at speed of 13,7 knots.

47



Sept. 19, 1942 Underway wlth Tranpaort Task Group as 7th slilp omn
course 090”(T), standard speed 12 knots, proceeding
at 13,7 knots. Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
Condition III. Weather: overcast, with moon obscured
by clouds mostly strato-cumulus; sea slightly choppy,
and ship pitehing slightly.

Sept. 18

GOGGT. L.‘-“.T.

1325 0025 Formation changed course to 140°(T).

1541 0241 TFormation changed course to 180°(T).

1645 0345 Formation slowed to 12 knots.

1652 ' 0352 VFornation resumed speed of 13.7 knots,

1807 0507 Set Condition I (Special).

1820 0520 Chanced course to 167°(T).

1827 0527 Changed course to 150°(T).

1832 0532 Changed course to 173°%(T).

1843 0543 Changed ocourse to 165°(T), following movements of
ghips ahead in slight zig-zag,

18L9 0549 Changed course to 168°(T).

1903 0603 Secured from Condition I (Spsecial), set Condition III.
Lighted ship.

1920 0620 TForming eruising disposition AC-l., The direecticn of
the Fleet axis is 350°(T).

1925 0625 Changed Fleet course to 170°9(T).

1929 0629 Commenced zig-zagging in eccordance with Plan #8.

1939 0639 Upon orders froi S.0.P.A., main buttaries assumed
Readiness Condition II, and anti-craft batteries
assumed Condition I.

2012 0712 Went to General Quarters, on radar alreraft contact.

2020 0720 Secured from General Quairters; Condition I on all
anti-airoraft guns,

2100 0800 Ship's position 161° 01' 30" E., 011° 03' oo™ S.

okbw
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Sept. 19, 1942 (Continued)

GeCuTs LoC.T.

2125 0825
f h pt. 19

0Ico 1200
0125 1225
0128 1228
0304 1404
0500 1600
0514 1614
0524, 1624
0700 1800
071¢ 1810
0725 1825
0800 1900
0900 2000

Radar contact with aireraft, bearinz 215°(T), distant
17 miles.,

Ship's position 161° 21' 0O" I., 011° 53' Q0" S.
Distance made good since 2030 Ssapt. ;8, 202,5 miles.

Radar contact with aireraft bearing 042°(T), distant
29 milesn,

Later contact report shows aireraft movwbearing 055°(T),
distant 33 niles,

Radar contact, bearing 210°(7), shows aireraft near.

USE PRECIDENT HAYES left formation and followed astern
of convoy, distant approximately 1500 yards.

Made emergency turn to port 60° to 105°(T). Submarine
contact made by destroyer bearingz 205Y(T). PLeased
zig-zagging,

Turned 35° to starboard to course 140°(T), 4Lth change
of zig-zag plane

PRESIDENT HAYES left formation and headed in an
easterly direction.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 170°9(T).
Ship's posision 161° 39 0O" k., 013° 20' OO" S.



Segt * 20 s 12&2

Sept. 19
GQGOT. L.GOT.
1511 0211
1815 1515
1830 0530
1845 0545
1900 0600
1950 0650
2009 0709
2051 0751
2100 0800
2122 0822
2300 1000
2320 1020
2330 1030

Sept. 20

0100 1200
0216 1315
0226 1326
0233 1333
0245 1345

Undarway with TASKFORCE 05, in Approach Disposition
"AR=-5", on course 170°(T), in formation astern of
U3 FRESIDENT ADAMS,. Standard speed 13,7 knots,
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Moon Bet.
Set Condition I (Special).
Comnenced zig-zagelng in accordance with Plan #8.
Friendly aireraft reported bearing 030°%(T).
Secured Trom Condition I (Speciml), set Condition III.

Task Force 65 Operation Plan "A-l5" becomes
ineffective.

Changed course to 180°9(T), and standard speed to
12.5 knots,

Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 180°(T).
Cruisers and destroyers of Esacort left formation and
headed in a N.N.E., direection, 3Sighted 3 ships hull
down astern, bearing 3509(7); .¥1D's and DSM's re-
nained as submarine screen to tranazorta.

Ship's position 162° 09' 00" k., 016°© 07' OO" S.
Commenced zigezagging in accordance with Plan #8.
Half-masted colors, following movements of Flagship.
Two=blocked colors, following movements of Flagship.
Ships sighted at 0800 are Task Foree 0Ol

Ship's position 162°% 05' 00" &,, 016° 58' 30" g,
Distance made good since noon Septs 19, 307 mides.

Ceased zig-zageing and remained on course then being
stesred: 1659(T).

Resumed zig-zagszing in accordance with Plan #8,

Ceased zig-zs ing and rewained on course then being
steered: 170°(T).

Resumed zige-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

-1,8- 5\0



Sept. 20, 1942 (Continued)

GeCuTs L.C,T.

0056
03060

0305
0312
0321
0457
0507
0510
0516
0528
0537
0645
0655
0706
0721
0900
1225
1230

1239
1245

1356
1400

14,05
1412
1421
1557
1607
1610
1616
1628
1637
1745
1755
1806
1821
2000
2325
2330

2339
2345

Ceased zlg-zagzinz and remained on course 170°(T).

US5 TREVOR came alongslde on s%arboard quarter to
transfer guard maill.

Resumed zig~-zagging according to Ilan #8,

Ceased zig-zagging and remained on course 175°(T).
Reseumed zig-zazging according to Plan #8.

Ceased zig-zagging and remalned on course 170°(T).
Resamed zig-zagging aecording to Flan #8.

Ceased zig-zagging and remained on course 175°(T].
Resumed zlig-zagging according to Plan #8.

Ceased zig-zagging and remained on course 170°(T).
Resumed zig-magging according to Plan #8.
Half-masted colors, following movemente of Flagship.
Two-blocked colors, following movements of Flagship.
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position 161° 53' 00" E., 018° 33* 30" s,
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 180°(T).

Changed base course to 135°(T). Reduced speed to
2/3 ahead, following movements of this column leader.

Changed speed to standard ahead.
Commenced zig~zagging according to Plan #8.



Sept. 21, 1942 Underway in formation, zige-zagg in aeccordance

Sept. 20
@s0sTs LsCeTs
1545 0245
1606 0306
1805 0505
1830 0530
1900 0600
2000 0700
2015 0715
2047 0747
2052 0752
2100 0800
2110 0810
2226 0926
2230 0930
2300 1000
2302 1002
2307 1007
2312 1012
2317 1017
2322 1022

with Plan #8, on base course 135°(T); standard
speed 12,5 knots. Ship fully darkened and in
Readiness Condition III. Weather generally fair.

Ceased zig=-zagging and proceeded on base course
135°(7).

Moon set.

Set Condition I (Speecial).

Comnenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Lighted ship.

Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed base coursa.
Changed standard speed to 1l knots.

Turned 90° to the right to 225°(1).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.
Ship's position 163° 05' 30" &., 020° 23' oo" s,

getignation of Convoy unit changed to TASKUNIT
2-3.2.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 225°(T).
Turned left 90° to 135°(T).

SmErAT T LA e e,
of aim by i1t and succedding ships.

Commenced firing three 3" A.A. guns; first salvo.
Same, second salvo,

Same, third salvo,

Same, fourth salvo.

Same, fifth salvo,

-50- £y



Sept. 21, 1942 (Continued)
Sept.
G.c.T. LOGIT.
2329 1029 Fired one shot from #2 gun only, which failed to fire
on buzzer.

2330 1030 Ceased A.A. exerciees,

2331 1031 Made left turn 900 tp 045°(T)

2337 1037 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

3{83' 2%200 Ship's position 163° 01' 30" E., 020° 21' 30" S.
Distance made good since noon, 20 Sept., 271.5 miles.

0125 1225 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 045°(T).

0130 1230 Made 90° turn to starboard to course 135°(T).

0135 1235 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

0200 1300 USS ZANE flying breakdown flag and drepping out of
romtionu

0210 1310 Another destroyer pulled out of formation and stood
by to assist ZANE.

0225 1325 Changed speed to 2/3 ahead.

0230 1330 ZANE underway and taking position in formatioen.
Resumed standard speed.

0252 1352 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 135°(T).
Took open formation for scheduled exercises.

0253 1353 Commenced sdheduled exercises: target practice, firing
at improvised periscope targets dropped by a destroyer
ahead on onr port slde.

0258 1358 Starboard column of ships commenced firing on target
te starboard.

0302 1402 Port column commenced firing on target to port.

0312 1412 Two@blocked "Baker"™ and commenced firing on floating
target.

0314 1414 Ceased firing. Ammunition expended: 8 rounds 3",
‘i' gounds 5“ .

= P
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Sept, 21, 1942 (Continued)

GeCeTe L.C.T.
0315 1415 Port column commenced firing on seeond run.

0325 1425 Two-~blocked "Baker"™ and commenced firing on floating
target,

0327 1427 Ceased f{iring. Ammunition expended: & rounds 3",
L rounds 5".

0339 1439 Commenced scheduled exercise: AA practice as in
forenoon.

0340 1440 Starboard column commenced firing A A practlce.

0345 1445 Starboard column ceased firing A A practice.

0348 1448 Port column commenced firing A A practice.

0354 1454 Two-blocked "Baker" and commeneed firing A A practice.
0355 1455 Ceased firing. Amunition expended: 41 rounds 3",

0400 1500 Starboard column commenced firing second run A A
practice.

0403 1503 Starboard column ceased firing second A A practice.

0414 1514 Convoy resumed eruising formation. Ceased scheduled
exerclses, This ship taking standard distance on ship
ahead and proper bearing on guide., Guide changed
speed to approximately & knots.

0416 1516 Resumed standard speed of 1l kuots.

0419 1519 Coummenced gig-zasging in accordance with Plan #8, on
course 135°(T). -

0505 1605 Changed standard speed to 13.5 knots,

0625 1725 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 135°(T).

0630 1730 Changed Fleet course and axis to 125°(T).

064L0 1740 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

0700 1800 Sunset.

0715 }81l5 Darkened ship.

0900 2000 Ship'es position 164° 2" 00" E., 021° 29' oO" S, ()\ 17/

V.

52«




Sept. .22, 1942 Underway es before in formation, zig-zagging on

Sept, 21
%1852" “o353"
1755 0455
1800 0500
1808 0508
1810 0510
1831 0531
1840 0540
1842 0542
184,  O544
1845 0545
1900 0600
1935 0635
1940 0640
1945 0645
19,8 0648
1957 0657
2007 0707
2010 0710
to to
2017 0717
2036 0736

base course 125°(T), standard speed 13.5 knots.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Moon set,

Ceased zig-zagging, resuged base course 125°(T);
set Condition I (Special).

Slowed to 2/3 speed and changed base course to 095°(T).
Resumed standard speed.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.
Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III,
Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base courze,

Turned left 20° to 075°(T).

Comnenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan /8.
Sunrice. Lighted ship.

Sighted AMEDEE ISLAND, (New Hebrides) light, bearing
082°(T), distant approximately 21 miles.

Cut in degaussing gear,
Ceased zig-zagging and changed course to 0909(T).

Ships of each division forming sc as to bear 100°(T)
on division gulde.

Commenced zlg-zagging in accordance with Plan /8,
Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 090°(T).

ikeduced speed to 2/3 ahead; ships taking dlatance
1000 yardss

Used engines at various speeds to keep position.

Ahead 1/3 speed. In column ngfroaohing Northern
Entrance, BULARI PASS, New Caledonia. Steering various
eourses and at various speeds,

After a slow guoaosaion of short left turns, steadied
on course 050°(T).

-53- e "
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Sept. 22, 1942 (Continued)

Sept. 21
GeCeTe L.C.T.
2042 0742
2045  O745
2051 0751
2053 0753
2056 0756
2100 0800
2104 0804
2109 0809
2125 0825
2128 oezs
to to
2233 0933
2233 0933
2241 0941
2250 0950
2330 1030
Sept. 22
0250 1350
0530 1630
0710 1810

Passinz through Northern Entrance.

TABU Lizht abeam to port distant 1200 yards.
Chanzed course to 080 {T’

AMEDEE ISLAND Licht abeam to gort, distant 1100
yards. Changed course to 050°(

Chanred course to 330°(T).

Chanzed course to 305°(T). AMEDEZ ISLAND Light
abean to port, distant 1500 yards.

Ship's position 166° 29' oo™ ., 022° 28' Q00" S.
Changed course to 357°(T).

Passed small cargo vessel aground, abeam to port,
distant 1500 yards.

Changed course to 354°(T).

Use@& engines at various speede on varilous courses
approaching anchorage.

Anchored in berth /4 in DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA, in 10
fathomns of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the
starboard ancher, on the rollowins bearins; Bonoon
A 350°(T), Beacon P 1183°(1), Beacon H 083:°(T).
Distance made good since noon 21 Sept. 252 miles.
Carried out port routine.

Secured Condition III, set Ceondition III-A.
Secured degaussing gear.

Recelived twe TR boats, transferred from U.S5.S.
PRESIDENT JACKSON.

USS PRESIDENT MONROE and USS MATSONIA standing in.
Received two tank lighters, transferred from USS LIBRA.

Received twe surf boats, transferred from USS PRESIDENT
ADAMS. Darkened ship.

=Sk~
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Septe 23, 1942

G.c.T. I‘.c.T.

0314
0407

0840

1414
1507

1940

Anchored as before in DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA. Ship
fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III-A.
Carried out port routine., Ship maintainance and
r:pair being done on deoks, rigging, and ship's
side,

Greek tanker NICOLAOU MARIA moored tc pert side.

Veered anchor chain to 60 fathoms, Started taking
fuel from tanker.

Fueling completed; recelved aboard 171,727 gallons
off diesel oil.

\'_\



Septe 2 %

Sept N 23
GaCeTe LoCu.Te
1900 0600
1925 0625
Sﬂpt o 2k
0200 1300
0330 1430
0652 1752
0745 1845
0815 1915
1045 2145

Anchored as before in DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA, berth #4.
Ship upkeep. Secraping decks where required,
painting as necessary.

Carrled out port routine.

USo LIBRA underway,
USS RAINIER underway.

Lieutenant Ross C., SPEIR, Jr., (MC), U.S.N.,
reported on beoard for duty in accordence with orders
of Commander Amphibious Force, South Pacific Foree,
dated 24 September, 1942,

US. FRESIDENT HAYES stood in and anchored.
Sunset.
Turned on red truck lights by crder of Comsopacfor.

Turned off red truck lights by order of same
authority.

Lieutenant M. J. MACKBY, (MC), U.S.N., detached
from temporary duty on board this vessel, and left
ship for transportation back to BUTTON via the

USsS FOMALHAUT.




oepts 2 b
Sept. 24
GeCoTe LJCoTe
1830 0530
Sept. 25
0320 1420

Anchored as before in berth j4, DUMBEA BAY,

NOUMEA, Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
Gondition 3=A.

Carried out port routine.

Li.’:hted S}li'p .
Recelved on Yoard from USS LASSEN ammunition as

follows:

136 rounds 3" 50 cal. cartiidzes, with AA pro-
jeotiles, SPDN 2971.

9660 rounds 20 m.,m, eartridges, H,E., tracer and
non-tracer.




Sept, 26, 1
Septe 25
U'.c.T. L.C.T.
1842 0542
2055 0755
2232 0932
2250 0950
2330 1030
Sﬂp‘b. 26
COC0 11C0
0640 1740
0652 1752
0700 1800

2

Anchored as before in Dumbea Bay, New Caledonia.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition 3-A.
Carried out port routine. Upkeep and repalr work
continuing on weather decks, rigzing and ship's
slde, as well as below deocke in living spaces and
store-rooms,

Sunrisej lighted ship.

Tank lighter and two surf boats carried away mooringe
from stern. Wind lncreasing steadlly, and sea choppy.

Tank lizhter and boats retrieved.

Let go port anchor - 25 fathoms; veored to 70 fathone
on starboard anchor.

Hoisted tank lighters on board.

The following United States vessels stood in and

anchored in berths assigned: HORNET, JUNEAU, SAN

DIEGO, MORRIS, MUSTIN, HUGHES, RUSSELL, MEADE and
RORTH/MPTON

Recelved U, 8, mall on board.

Sunset.

Hoisted surf boats aboard.
Winds continue high, sea choppy.




Oe 27, 19L2 Anchored as before in berth /4, DUMBEA BAY, NEW
CALEDONIA, Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
condltion 3-A. Carried out port routine, Weather
moderated, and hoisted out ship's boats in morning
wateh,

Sept. 26

GeCeTe LeleTe

18,1 0541 Suariso; lighted ship.

2055 0755 Working party of 13 men with a C.P.0e in charge left
ship in tanik lighter for PORT NOULEA for purpose of
obtalning General Stores,

Septe 27

0020 1120 US. LARIAER and USS LAFFEY underway and stood out.

0032 1132 USS CHESTER underwuy, standing out.

0057 1157 USS HEYWOOD and USS LIBRA undexway .

0205 1305 First tenk lighter of General Storesg received.

0315 1415 Asnother boat load of General Stores recelved alongslde.

0320 1420 USS CONYNGHAM underway.

0345 1445 Holsted in /17 ramp lighter.

0405 1505 USS ZLILIN standing in.

0410 1510 USS WIHARTON underway.

0420 1520 Last tank lighter of General Stores recelved alongside.

0652 1752 Sunset. VWind velooity inoreasing; now approximately
16 knotse.

6



Sept, 28, 1942

Ge0.T LoCoTe
1840 0540

1935 0635

2308 11008

2310 1010
aezb. 208
0652 1752

Anchored as before in berth 4, DUMBEA BAY, NEW
CaliuDUNIA. OShip fully durkeneﬁ and in Readincss
gondltion 3-=Ae

Sunrise; lighted ship.

Two tank lighters and one surf boat holsted out.
Continued upkeep work on shlp's side, weather decks
and rlgsing, also in living and storeroom spaces
below decks and in englneering epaces.
Anti-airoraft batteries eshore at ISLES NOU commen-
ced ['iring at target practice at a surface tariet,
all ships present having been previously notifled.
Anti-alrcraft battery ceased r'irins.

sSunset.,

62



Serts 29, 1942 Anchored as before in berth /L, DUIBEA BAY, NEW
CALLDONIAs Ohip fully darkened and in Readiness
sonditiocn 3=-A., OCarried out nort routine.

Sept, 28

Goi.:oll‘c LOJ.T'O

180 0540 Sunrlse; lighted ship.
Septe 25
0125 1225 US: L'NC stood in and anchored.

0245 1345 USE GUADULUPE stood In and anchored,

0430 1530 UE5 licDONCUGH and USSL JAMESTOWN stood in and
anchored,

0652 1752 Sunset.

Septs 20 Anchored as before In berth 4, DUMBEA BAY, NEW
CaLLDONIA. Shlip fully darkened and in Readiness

GaGaTe LeCoTs Condition 3-A, Carried out poxrt routine.

oRpte 29

1839 0539 Sunrlee; lighted ship.

wept 30,

0055 1155 Uods ANDERSON standing in.

0201 1301 ©USS CLARK stending in.
0652 1753 Sunset,

Approved:

We P DIETRICH, Captaln, U.S.N.,
Commanding Officer.
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AK20/A16=3 U.S. S. BELLATRIX
Serial 067

CONFIDENTIAL septenber 27, 1942,

From: Commanding Officer,
Tos Commander in Chief, United States Flest,
Navy Department, Weshington, D.C,
Subject: UeSeS, BEILATHIX - Speclial Form Action Heports,
teferences Eag Peacl fic Fleet latter No, 24CIm=42,
b

Pacific Fleet Letter 1l6CI=~42, enclosing Comineh
Confidential letr, F'Fl/nlb-BzOBBz) of Mareh 7, 1942.
Anclosurey (A) No, 4 Report, Anti-Aireraft Action by lurface Ships
for Septamber 8, 1942,
(H) lice 5 amori, Anti-iircralt Action by Surface Ships
for Seplember 9, 1342,
(C) No. 6 ieport, Antd=-Alrcraft iction by Surface Shipe
for September li, 1942.

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (A),
(B) and (C) are submitted erewith,

WePJDIETRICH,
Copleas
1 (with end,) to CinC Paeflt
1 (with end,) to War Diary {wmm)
1 (with end,) to Var Diary (copy)

o

- ——



' # No.t Repori
CONFIDENTIAL

i ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
Iocation of siip Tulagi Harbor, Solomon Islands U.0.5._ BELLATRIX (AK20)
1906 TOVE  Dote_September 8 1942

NOTLS

Ea) ilepel Attack First = then collect data for this reportl

b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated .-ith reasonsble
accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed with
deta avellabi. fron ship's log, memory, and-consultation with ship's officers.
Information is esscntial in order that the effcctiveness of our eculpment can
be determined, Where data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms,
The obleining of this information must not be nlloved in any wey to adversely
effect the hendling of equiaaent during action,

—— i ——

B I i e ——

1, Surprise attack (Yes or No) Iea - Jgat at nightfall, with no moon,

2. lMethod 'alclu.nr olnm up (mtlbm naked eyc) Naked eye, exhaust V:I.aible.

-...--—-—-.

in n.m and aho ga:vo warning by blinker tube,
3. lange plaue was picked up GhGombboagodSombioepodtonmdex, lcss 5 .ulildS) 1.2 miles

Lo Nunber of planes Two_(2) .

5. Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive bomber) Scout — probably sea planes (Zeros)
Tyse of attack 10! level bombing

be Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate end fast, low and fast, high
and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow Low and fast

7. Cuns firing_ Two (2) _ Size_3"/50 and 20 mm Number_#1=3" and #1=-20 mm
liethod of control Loca Method spotting__No spots applied

8, Ammunition expended 2 rounds 3"/50 caliber; 30 rounds 20 mm,

9. Pewrcent service allowence expended 0,258 3%/50; 0,164 20 mm
10, aAporoximate time tiracking to first shot__ 10 seconds

——

11, Aporoxim-ote time of first hits None _

12, Approximate time first shot to last shot 15 seconds

13, Approximete position &éngle open fire 30%

14, Aporoxincte position cease fire _20%
15, Aporoximate bearing first shot____ 015° Relative
16, Approxdimate bheering' lest shot 075° Relative

——— — - —— . =+

NOTE: No RADAR or Gun Firing Director on Board, ' 6{




25,
26,

&& //,. - ?lh—m d,,g%;:r
15\@/ &

.

Avproxdmate ranpge first shot LOO yards

Aporoximete range last shot 4000 yards

B e T S —

Approximate altitude of bomb releasc 500 feet Tvpe bemb 100 1b (Approx)

Anoroxdmate range torpedo release None

Size of torpcdo

-

- ———— e

Hits on ship_' None lias ship strafed No Sizo gl m= o ee ew
Nunber necar bomb misses Two Casualtics from ncar nisses None
Plancs shot down - Surc_Nope Possihle None Damaped None

By vhat sizé¢ gun

etails of Damege to tearget by punfire if available None

- b e e e omim Sl - - - -

Performence of amunition (ixcellent, good, bad, poor) Excellent

Pdttern sizes (lLarge, small, cxcessive) _ No patterns

SKITCH

‘(a) Indicate dircection of attack relative ship!?
(b) Show relative nosition’of sun. (Night fal
(¢) Indicate own nancuvers, e)

ancnore

w I__F.

S

s head. FIORIDA ISLAND
% m?)"'_'\};

\1 hereabouts,
'/NO‘IEz The SOUTHARD's timely warning enabled both ships, which were unloading cargo,

campletely darken ship by pulling central light switches,

Tank and ramp lighters

underway between ships and shore were slow to darken and their lights drew the aim of
the bombers, FORWARDED ¢

W.F.DIETRICH,
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CONFIDENTIAL

’ ’ /‘4:. S /E'Paf?r

ANTI=-AIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
latitude 9-23-20 S

» 12, Approximate time first shot to last shot 240 seconds

location of ship__longitude 160-40-80 E U.5.5.__ BELIATRIX (AK20)
(Indispensible Strait, Solomon Islands) _
1140 IOVE Date_September 9 194, 2
NOTLS s .

(a) Repel Attack First = then collect data for this reportl

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated i7ith reasonable
accuracy enter desh in space for which no data is available, '

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
deta aveilable from ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers,
Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of our ecuipment can
be determined, There data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms,
he obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any wey to adversely
affect the handling of eguinment during action,

———— — - ——— e m e s e e ———

1. Surprise attack (Yes or No) No

2. Method picking plane up (iladar, binoculars, naked eye)_Binoculars
(If by Radar state type of aat) RADAR warning rtom U.S.S. HUGHES

3. Ilange plane was picked up (50 ma.lus, 30 miles, 10 miles, less § miles) 10 miles
I

L4, Number of planes Nmrnina (20) Approximate - Apparently 11 Zeros covering 18
bombers, -
5, Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive bomber)  Two-engined bombers

Type of attack High 1 wel bombing

6. Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate end fast, low and fast, high
and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow__ High and fast
£ 1,2,3 and 4 = 3"/50 cal,

7. Cuns {iring Eleven Size 3"_/50 Cal; 20 mm Number 1,2 & 7 = 20 mm
Method of control Local llethod spotting___ No spots ed
8. Ammnition expended 17 rounds 3" caliber; 143 rounds 20 mm ‘

9. Percent service allowence expended 2,1% 3"/50 caliber; 0.7% = 20 mm
10, Aporoximate time tracking to first shot__ 5 geconds

11, Aporoximate time of first hits 120 seconds

13, Apprbenat.e position anrle open fire 75°

14 e Approxincte position cease fire Q°

15, Aporoximste bearing first shot ___ 350° (Relative); 290° T

164 Aporoximate bearing lest shot ]mo (Relative); ]mo ) 3
NOTE: No RADAR or Gun Firing Director on Board.




17. Aoproximate ranpge fiist

18, Avs-roximete range last shot 6000 yards
- e ———————— i — — ——— ———— " —— . —

19, Approximate altitude of

20, Aporoximate range torpedo release None

Size of torpcdo

shot 5200 y_a_rds

bomb relcasc 15000 feet Tvpe bomb

- ——

100-250 pounds

——

-

21, Hits on ship__ None _

tas ship strafed No

22, Number ncar bomb risses

23 Planes chot down = 3ure
B3y vhat size gun 3

Size gun

-

One Possihle One

W7E0 caliber

Demaged = = =

Four Casuvaltics from ncar nisscs Two (2) wounded

2L. Details of Damage to terget by punfire if available_One plane seen to trail

smoks from both motors and fall, One plane seen to trail smokee

e e —— s b —— A ———

R S e e b S —— T — —— 8 B B . i s

25, Purformince of ammunition (fxecellent, good, bad, poor) Excellent

26, Pattern sizes (Lorge, smell, cxceessive)

25 (¢) Indicate own mancuvers, A

1L fighter:
above —
== P
-5

Several F4F's from CACTUS had been
attacking bombers just prior this,

NOTE: Enemy probably assumed ship speed at 15 ko

strays fell on each quarter, the nearest about 75 feet off,
the ship which was laden with aviation gas sorely needed by CACTUS.

were on the main deck, aft.

No patterns,

.
SKLTCH Y
o g gty B
() Indicate dircction of attack relativg ship's head,
(b) Show relative nosition’of sun. ! ba'}"

10

=

-
_-F Hard left rudder

It is a miracle the ship escaped.

FORWARDED ¢

8P

W.F.DIETRICH.

a,?hmmaa it was 16.5 khots.
An undetermined number of bombs (more than 20) fell along the original track, astern of
ship after she had tumed, and of greater density on the starboard quarter, Several

About 400 drums

Any hit would have destroyed

[

|

& |

R
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CONFIDINTIAL
T ——

“

- 4 Report No., 6

ANTI-AIRCRAPT ACTION BY SUIFACE SHIPS

Location of ship Innga Roads, Guadalcanal, ' U,5,5, _ BELIATRIX (AK20)
Solomon Isiands. -
1823 1OVE Date September 14 1942
= “NOTES e el 46 Wt
(&) Revel Attack First = then collect data for this reportl

(b)
(e)

Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimnted :ith reasonable
accuracy enter dash in sncce for which no data is availeble,

These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
data avelleble fraom ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers.
Informetion is esscential in order that the effectivencss of ouwr eduipment can
be determined, Vhere date is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms.
The obtaining oi this information must not be allowed in any way to adversely
affect the handling of eouinuent during action,

-

24

3
e
5.

Te

S

9.
10,
13
12,
13.
1he
15.
16,

Surprise attack (Yes or No) No. Shore Station CACTUS gave warning.

Method picking plane up (..ader, binoculars, nakea eye)_ Binoculars
(If by llader state type of set) No Radar

fange plane was picked up (50 wiles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 :iiloes)_8 miles

Nusber of plancs About ten (10) (Our own FLF's werq taking off to combat them
thereby confusing the counting of the enemy)
Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive bombcr)About 4 Serial #46; about 6 Serial #47.
Tyoe of attack _ Tow level bombing, made just at dusk,

Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate-and fast, low and fast, high
and slow, intermedinte and slow, low and slow__ Iow and slow

Cuns firing 1 Size 3"/50 cal; 20 mm; .50 callumber All
lethod of control local Method spotting Direct

Ammunition expended 64 rds 3"/50 cal; 1100 rds 20 mm; 1040 rds. .50 cal.

Percent service allowence expended 8,08 3"/50 cal; 5.7% 20mm; 5.2% .50 cal,

Approximate time tracking to first shot 120 seconds

Aporoximste time of first hits Four minutes,

PP P —

Approximate time first shot to lust shot 17 minutes

Approxinmete position ancle open fire ;50 o
Aporoxincte position cease fire 150 L R
Aooroximate bearing first shot 315?_Ralativei lﬁjo True
Apnroximete boaring last shot Not. known

or a e commissioning,

tor on board. This vessel has not had rtunit
NOTE: No radﬁrgtgggagﬁg.gg girec Ooppo:! vy é ?

p——



17. Aoproximeote range first shot 6,000 yarde

i S ——

18, Apnroximete range last shot 000_yards
Various from
Q. Approximate albtitude of bomb relecasc 500=-4000 ft. Tvpe bomb 100 pournd

—— ————— A . S i S S . S

20, Anoroximate raunge torpedo relcease None seen -
Size of torpcdo 2 e ekl
21, Hits on ship_ _ None vias ship strafed No Siz: pun e -
22, Number ncar bomb misses Nome  Casualtive from ncar nisses None
23. Plancs shot down - Sure One Possihle One Daiiitieey TSI A T L o -

3y vhat size gun Either our 3"/50 or the 5" A A, guns of the HUIL.

2Lhe Details of Damage to target by punfire if aveilable_ _Ope piplane seen to disinte-

grate on direct hit; another was seen to smoke, lose altitude and disappear toward
lengo Chagnel - it probably crashed. . __ 3 s see B ARRISIE DRSS

25, Performence of amunition (ixeellent, pood, bad, poor) __  Excellent

26, Pattern sizes (Lerge, smoll, cxcessive) No patterns; local control

" SKETCH

(a) Indicate dircetion of attack ruj;sative ship's huada

(b; Show relative sosition’of sun., (Evening twilight)

(c) Indicate own nancuvers.. . (From memo

( oA slnoking_g_‘qfhou h:l.t( ry)

g () g ) =—ttl Disappeared in

=s ¥ i e et L. eas
Several bombs jettisoned - this direection—>

\ these planes probably went over
v toward TULAGI (FULLER & STERRETT THERE)
© and FLF
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CeQwNwFwlwDeE-NaT=l=A~L
WAR DIARY

U.5.8, BELLATRIX,

From: 1 October, 1942 To: 31 October, 1942
0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0
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From:

C=0=N=F=I=D-E-N-T-I-A-L

WAR DIARY
U.SeSe. BELLATRIX,

1 October, 1942 To: 31 October, 1942,

0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0+0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0=0=0= 0= 0~ 0= 0=0~0=0=0=0~0

1l Oct., 1942 Anchored in berth #L, DUMBEA BAY, NEW CALEDONIA, in

10 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the
starboard anchor, on the following bearings: Beacon
mA" 350°(T), Beacon "P" 1184°(T), Beacom "H" 0833°(T).

DESIGNATION: Unit of Transport Division Fourteen.

COMPOSITION: BARNETT (Div. Flag); MoCAWLEY;
FOMALHAUT ; BELLATRIX.
ALON: AMPHIBIOUS FORCES, SOUTH
PACIFIC FORCE.

Commander W, ¥, DIETRICH, U, S. Navy, the Commanding Officer,
was officially notified that he was found physically and also
mentally, morally and professionally qualified and promoted to the
temporary grade of Captain in the Navy, to rank from 14 June, 1942,
with registered number 27, pay and allowances acoruing from 28
September, 1942, such appointment having been approved by the
President on the latter date .

Ge Co T,

0350
Ob54

0521

0650

065,
0713

L. C. T,

14,50 Made preparations for getting underway,

1554 Underway from berth #4 on various courses at
various speeds, proceeding to moor alongside
USS LACKAWANNA.

1621 Moored port side to starboard side of LACKAWANNA
ignborth i#30, DUMBEA HARBOR, using six manila
eB,
Eleven (11) men of the Base Detall of MTB
Squadron 3 reported on board for transportation
from the USS TAPPAHANNOCK.,.

1750 Commenced loading cargo from the LACKAWANNA into
#3 hold,., Cargo consists of pontoons, accessories
and equipment of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrom #3.

1753 Sunset.
181 Darkened ship, except for necessary lights for
3 lcading. Loa&ina on 24-hour basis.

-



Oct

G.C.To Le«CeTe

1l Oct.,
2155

2232

2355
2 Oot.
0115

0420

0855

1055
1215

1530

Moored port side to starboard side of USS LACKAWANNA,
in verth #30, DUMBEA BAY, NEW CALEDONIA, Ship dark-
ened except for necessary lights to work cargo at
Nos. 3 and 4 holds, and the battery is in Condition
of Readiness III-A. FPort routine,

By order of Comtransdivs, Sopacfor, Captaln P,BUCHANAN,
U.S,Navy, and party of officers came on board offi-
clally to inspect this vessel in connection with fire
protecticon and detection, its location in the ship,
precautions taken to prevent fire, fire fizhting
bills, atc.

Exercised at Fire Quarters. First stream of water over
the side at 09323; second, third, fourth amd fifth
streams at 09344. Secured from fira Quarters at 0938,
and sounded Retreat at 0940.

Captain BUCHANAN and Fire Inspection Party left ship.

USS PENSACOLA, NORTHAMPTON, JUNEAU, SAN DIEGO and
HORNET unde and stood out.

Continued working cargoj loading pontoons and mis-
cellaneous cargo, accessories and equipment of Motor
Torpedo Squadron No. 3.

Captain (T) william F, DIETRICH, U. S. Navy, the
Commanding Officer, was,on board the U.S.5.ARGONNE,
flagehip Commander, So th Pacific Force, decorated
with the Navy Cross with appropriate oi%ation.

Such award was by the direoction of the President,
actually conferred by Admiral Chester W, NIMITZ,

U. S« Navy, Commander-in~Chief, Paciflic Fleet.

Qe




Oct,, 1942 Moored as before to port side of USS LACKAWANNA, in
berth #30, DUMBEA BAY, NEW CALEDONIA.
Ship darkened except for necessary lights for hand-
& Euk ling cargoj battery in Condition of Readlness III-A,
Che
G’.C.T. LICITI
1425 0125 Finished loading nt Nos. 4 and 5 hatches.

1445 0145 Finished loading at No. 3 hatch., Winches secured,
and ship fully darkened.

1835 0535 Mede preparations for getting underway.

1859 0559 Underway from alongside USS LACKAWANNA on various
courses at various speeds, proceeding to moor along-
side 8/8 ESSO ANNAPOLIS.

1936 0636 Moored port side to starboard side of S/8 ESSO
ANNAPOLIS, with six manila lines.
Loading ecargo on 24~hour basis: pontoons, accessories
and equipment of Motor Torpedo Squadron No. 3.

0708 1808  Darkened ship except for lights necessary to handle
cargo.



L Octs, 1942 Moored port side to starboard side of S/S ESSO
ANNAPOLIS, in DUMBEA BAY, NEW CALEDONIA.
Ship darkened except for necessary lights to handle
cargo at hatches Nos, 2 and 5, and battery is in
Readiness Condition III-A.

3 Octe.

GeCoTe LWCuT.

1815 0515 Made preparations for getting underway.

1903 0503 Underway from alongside S/S ESSO ANNAPOLIS on various
courses at varlous speeds, proceeding to moor along-
slde USS TAPPAHANNOCK,

1918 0618 |lMoored port side to port side (bow to stern) of
TAPPAHANNOCK with six manile linee.

Loading cargo, consisting of pontoons, miscellaneous
items of equipment and accessories of Motor Torpedo
Squadron No. 3.

Took aboard about 300 bags of U, 2. mall as cargo.




2 Oct,, 1942

Ib Oct.

C.G.T. LQCCT.

2000

2115

2330
5 Oct.
0817

0700

0815

1030
1917

Moored as before, port side to side (bow to
stern) of USS TAPPAHANNOCK, Ship fully darkened
and in Readiness Condition III-A.

Loading cargo from TAPPAHANNOCK, Cargo consists
of pontoons, accessories and equipment of Motor
Torpedo Boat Squadron No. 3.

Transferred thiree enlisted personnel to Base
Hospital at White Poppy for treatment.

Completed loading from TAPPAHANNOCK.

Received eleven (11) enlisted personnel on board
for duty.




6 Octe, 1 Moored port side to USS TAPPAHANNOCK, in DUMBEA
BAY, NEW CALEDONIA. |
Ship is completely darkened and in Condition of
Readiness III-A.
5 Qot.
GeCeTe LoCaTs
1805 0505 Lighted ship.

1810 0510 Made preparations for getting underway in accordance
with COTF 62 despatoch 050815 of October, 1942, form-
ing TASK UNIT 62ebe5.

The Report of Commander TASK UNIT 624 eh4e5, dated
Oct. 21, 1942, here appended, covers the days 6-18
October, and, to prevent dupiication, the dlary
skips those &ays.
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UeS.S. BELLATRIX

AK20/A16~3/AL=3 TASK UNIT 62.4.5
SECRET October 5th, 1942.

MOVELLENT ORDER

1-42
TASK _ORGANIZATION

(a) Task Group 62.4.5

(1) ESCORT (station ahead)
AARON WARD

(2) CONVOY (after sortie, form line, distance between ships 800 yards)
BEILIATRIX towing two prep tares, - right ship
ALCHIBA towing PAB BARGE No, 6 - center ship (guide)
JAMIISTOWN towing two prep tares. - left ship

1, Having no information as to whether enemy submarines are operat-
ing in the area between VHITE POPPY and BUTTON. If such information is known
by any ship present, such should be reported immediately to SULLATHIX.

2 This force will proceed to BUTTON at six hundred love October
sixth, passing outside fifty miles to eastward of liare Island and east of
Malekula Island, iscort underway in time to precede convoy through Bulari Pass
(north entrance), Cover convey during sortic, Speed of advance dependent on
best speed that can be made by ALCHIBA towing PAB barge No, 6, = probably
around twelve knots, Arrive BUTTON during daylight October elghth, and proceed
with further loading while awaiting orders,

3. (a)(1) Escort protect convoy ageinst hostile attack during passage
to destination, constantly petrolling each side of station, -
In order to guard against trailing submarines on the surface,
maintain continuously an all-around radar search during
darkness,

(2) JAMESTOVN sup»nlement guard by radar and echo renging device,
etc; be prepmared to quickly cast off its PREP TARES and take
offensive action against submarines by means of denth charges,

(3) PRUP TARES will heve experienced lookouts stationed from dusk
to dawvn to cover sectors for trailing submarines on the sur-
face, and will indicate nresence by Very's pistol, a red star,

(4) Any vessel of this task unit having mail or cargo for BUTION,
discharge same promptly after arrival,

(X) Attention is directed to the following despatches regarding mine fields and
navigational dangers at WHITE POPPY and BUTTON:

EnclosurRE R 20 |
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Hydro Washington 132000 July:

SECRET

"QUEEN MIKE NUMBER ONE NEW CALEDONIA MINSS HAVI BEEN LAID IN AN
AREA BOUNDED BY LINES JOINING SENZZ RELF DEACON PAREN TWaNTY TWO
DEGREES SIGHTEEN KINUTES SOUTH ONE HUNDRED SIXTY SIX DEGREES
TWENTY POINT FIVE LIINUTES EAST PAQEN TENDU ISLAND MAUI SHOAL PRONY
REEF AND SIENLZ REEF BEACON FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE SIGNALIEDY

Hydro "ashington 191430 Au ust:

"CONHYDROPAC NO 27 X DANCGER AUZAS ZXIST IN THE APPIOACHIS TO MW
CALIZDONIA NOUMGA AS FOLLOWS COION WITHIN FIVE HUNDIED YAUDS ON
SITHER SIDE OF A LING LXTUNDING FROK CuNTER OF ILE MAITRE TO THE
CEZNTER OF SENEZ REEF X AN ARWA pNCLOSED BY PLANE SXTeNDING FROM
DUCIICS PoAK ILS [OU TO THiZ NORTHWEST ZDGE OF CROIS KYT S5AND THINCE
TO SOUTH EDGZ OF ILE MAITIGE THANCE TO ILE LANDO AND THENCE TO
POINT OF BEGINNING X SHIPS SHOULD NOT ANCHO.l IN THwSL ARRASH

See also'Confidential Sailing Directions, Port NOULLA, dated August
21, 1942, and Confidential HO, Field Chart No, 14 issuved by U.5.S.
SUNNER

Hydro Washington 131700 June:

"CONHYDROPAC NO, 23 X REFERENCLE CONHYDROPACS TWENTY AND FIFTEEN X
SOUTH COAST EFATE ISLAND SHOUID NOT BE APPROACH CLOSER THAN TWO
MILES WITHOUT CONTACTING PORT AUTHOWIT IZSN

NEPRESENTATIVES CONFEIUSD COMINDIV TWO ON TWO AUGUST RIQUISTED BY
YOUR 260328 AND [ INING PROCLEDED AUGUST IN ACCORDANCE 1/ITH CINCPAC
220207 DNEDIATELY UPON CCIPLLTION OF WHICH COMINDIV TWO SENT HIS
030515 CONTAININCG APPI0ACH DATA X INFO OF LIIND FILLDS FOLLOYW YOUR
041209 X MINING SEGOND CHANNEL COMPLLITED THHEE AUGUST WITH ONE
HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE LINES X POSITION OF FIZLDS FOLIOW COLON FilOM
NALO PEAX DISTANCE 2,5 HILLS BUARING 352 DEGREZXS LINZ 1500 YARDS
IN DIALCTION 270 X PAINTED WHITE ROCK ON SOUTH SHCOK® ASPIRITU

SANTO ISLAND IN LONG 167-13-27 X FROM WHITE ROCK DISTANCE 3/4 IILE
BZAZING 116 DEGRELS LIND 1,1 MIIZS IN DIRICTION 164 DEGRETS X

FAcK, WHITE ROCK DISTANCE 1250 YARDS REARING 215 DEGRELS LINL ONE
IILE LONG IN DIRGCTION 184 DEGREES X EACH THISZ LINES HAS ON&
PARALIEL ROV THIEL HUNDIID YARDS ON EITHER SIDE X ONE DS STATIONLD
OFF JACH FINID TO WARN APPROACHING SHIPS X REQULST SNTRY OULSIDE
DAYLIGHT HOURS FiOL 0600 to 1800 BE PROHIBITLD IN PRONULCATION NOTICE X
AFTIR ISSUE WILL BRING GUARD 3HIPS IN AT NIGHT THIS AUIRANGuILINT
TAPORARY UNTIL REGULAR SIGNAL STATIONS AND PILOT BOATS CAN I
ATLIANGED OF WHICH YOU WILL B3 ADVISED XX

"SHIPS APPIOACHING SEGOND CHANIEL ESPIRITU SANTO NiEW HEBRIDDS USD
TAST ENTRANCI ONLY X FROM COMSOPAC X

e T
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Commander Task Force SIXTY TWO will notify naval forces and bases of this
movement ,

ls GZscort fuel from available tanker or large vessel at BUTTON,

& Maintain radio silerce except for enemy contact or grave emergency.
Naintain watch on NPM fox schedule, Lscort and Convoy Commanders guard task
force commander's circuit, Commander South Pacific Force controls and guards
eight four ten and one two six one five kilocycles during day and four two zero
five and eight zero four one zero kilocycles during night., Use zone love time
except use zone zed for time groups of desoatches,

Znroute, voice comaunication d?fﬁ&iﬁf?ﬁigr-hill be used for enemy information
reports end emergency communication between units of this task force.

—— a8 B 8 8 —— e — " ——

Visual silence at night excent in emerpgency or as specifically euthorized
by the Taslk Unit Comimender,

Imergency turns after dark by Hersigs Procedure, article 9, Table V,

BELTATRIX will makec arrival report via base radio, BUTTON,

This Task Organization dissolved on arrival BUTTON,
Commender TASK FONCE 3IXTY-TWO in MeCAVLEY,

A e
Sl

WeF.DILTRICH

Distribution:
Copy to ecch vessel,
including PT's




UsS.S. BELLATRIX

AK20/A16~3/Al~3 TASK UNIT 62445
SECRET October 12, 1942,

MOVEMENT ORDER
=42
TASK ORGANIZATION
(a) Task Group 62,4.5 (Captain DIKTRICH)

(1) ESCORT (Commander HUBBARD)
MEREDITH

(2) CONVOY (Captain DIETRICH)
BELIATRIX towing PAB barge No. 4

ALCHIBA " 4 "  Nos 6

JAMESTOWN

VIREO

: I Enemy submarines are operating in the area between BUTTON
and CACTUS-RINGBOLT, Submarine positions are reported to have been &s follows:

(ag 16=09 S 159~16 & (Contact% 11th October (1320 love)
(b) 11-00 S 165-00 I EBy DoFe 11th October
c 8=00 8 165-00 E Contactg 10th October
d 5«00 8 165-00 & (Contact 10th October
(e 8-00 S 161-00 E (By D.F. 10th October
(f 9=00 S 164=00 E (By D.F. 9th October
Eg 7=00 S 164=00 E (By D,F, 9th October
h 6-00 S 163-00 E (By D.F. 9th October

Lnemy air and surface craft may at any time attempt to operate in the areas
adjacent to GUADALCAMAL and TULAGI.

2¢ ° This Task Unit will proceed to CACTUS-RINGBOLT at 1230 love
October twelfth, passing north of SAN CRISTOBAL, thence east and north GUADAL~
CANAL. Escort and JAMESTOWN underway in time to precede convoy through mine
fields and cover convoy during sortie, and streaming tows by AK's, in which
VIREO - will follow AK's and assist if necessary, Task Unit take most direct
route, after leaving ESPIRITU SANTO to the westward, speed of advance about
9.5 knots, Pass through LENGO CHANNEL and arrive at west end at 0500 love on
October fifteenth, when VIREO will relieve BELIL'TRIX of PAB barge No, 4 and
deliver it to KUKUM, after which pick up ALCHIR.:'s barge., BELLATRIX procced
to TULAGI escorted by JAMESTOWNj; ALCHIBA with PAB barge proceed KUKUM escorted
by MEREDITH, who will act as combination A/S and AA screen during unloading
that vessel, The additional destroyer on reporting off CACTUS at 0800 love on
October fifteenth should be directed to report Commander this Task Unit at
RINGBOIT, - for assignment of duties, On completion unloading Task Unit less
JAMESTOWN, VIREO proceed BUTTON via same routing, If their PAB barges are then
unloaded and ready, BELLATRIX and ALCHIBA will tow them to BUTTON; departure of
ships is not to be delayed to wait for barges,

|
|

-1= ENCLOSUREF 'B #13 I



3. On signal, form Convoy Formation, Type A, = ANNEX A,

(a)(1) Escort-protect convoy against hostile attack during passage
to destination and return, constantly patrolling each side of station, In order
to guard against trailing submarines on surface and enemy motor torpedo boats,
maintain during darkness a continuous all-arcund radar search, No echo ranging
on QC at night except in case of a contact,

(2) JAMESTOWN and VIREO supplement A/S guard and take offensive
action against enemy submerged submarines by means of depth charges, and against
trailing submarinés on the surface and enemy torpedo boats by gunfire., 20 mm may
be very effective, No echo ranging on QC at night except in case of a contact,

(3) The "Instructions for Ships Furnishing Logistic Support to
CAETUS and RINGBOLT (Comamphibforsopac Secret letr, Serial 00206 of September
29, 1942) will be followed carefully,

(4) BELLATRIX and ALCHIBA embark if possible, repairable boats as
follows:

BELLATRIX, from RINGBOLT - 1 TR, 4 T, 4 TP
ALCHIBA, from CACTUS ~2W, 3TR, 3T

(X)(1) 21G-zAGS, if called for, are from "Zig-Zag Diagrams
for Single Ships and Convoys, 1940,.,"

(2) After leaving ESPIRITU SANTO, the track of the for-
mation will be at such distance from all land as to prevent detcction by coast
watchers,

(3) Commandér Task Force Sixty Two has notified naval
forces and bases of this movement ,

(4) Aftor arrival RINGBOLT, the JAMESTOWN will operate in
accordance with CTF=62 OpOrder A20-42,

‘ (5) Upon arrival CACTUS,the VIREO report for duty to
Commander, Advance Naval Base CACTUS~RINGBOLT,

L Escorts, J/MESTOWN and VIREQ can obtailn Diesel fuel from
BELLATRIX or AILCHIBA in an emergency.

5e Maintain radio silence oxcept for enemy contact or grave
emergency, Maintain watch on NPM fox schedule, IDscort and Convoy Commanders
guard task force commander's circuit (245 kes), Commander South Pacifie Force
controls and guards cight four ten and one two six one five kilocycles during
day and four two zero five and eight four one zero kilocycles during night,
Use zone leve time except usc zone zed for time groups of despatches,

Enroute and in the CACTUS-RINGBOLT arce voice communication
on 72,5 mcs, will be used for enomy information reports and cmergency communi-
cation between MEREDITH, VIREO and BELLATRIX. Enroute, the BELLATRIX will re-
transmit such to ALCHIBA and JAMESTOWN by visual signals during daylight, and

S

24




on 245 kes from sunset to sunrise, and when at battle stations, Off C.CTUS,
the MEREDITH will inform ALCHIBA direct by visual,

Strict visual vipilance will be maintained from one-half hour
before sunset until one-half hour after sunrise, except on enemy contact or
other emergency, During daylight use semaphore and flaghoist whenever possible,
Use smallest-effective iris opening in large lights, Reduce brightness of
blinker guns, using red bulbs where applicable for short distance work, The
destroyer natrolling off ATNCBOLT will be used as a visual signal link with
shipa off CACTUS,

g Emergency tums after dark by Mersigs Procedure, article 9,
Table V, except, there will be no repeating ships,

; ALCHIBA will make TASK UNIT arrival report via base radio,
CACTUS, on behalf Comtaslkunit 62.4,5.

This Task Organization dissolved on return BUTTON,
Commander Task Force Sixty=Two in McCAWLEY .

7. DIETRICH, ¢

A - Convoy Formation; Type A,
B - Convoy Formation, Typc Be

Distribution:

CTF=62

Comairsopac (2)

BELLATRIX ( 3)

ALCHIBA (3)

MEREDITH (3)

JAMESTOWN (3)

VIREO (3)

WAR DIARY (2)

ComGen RINGBOLT-CACTUS (3)
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AK20/A16-3/AL=3 U.S.S.BELLATRIX
SECRET October 12, 1942,
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Annex "A" to Operation Order 2-42.
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AKR20/A16-3/hL=3 U.S.S.BELLATRIX

SECRET October 12, 1942,
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(Guide)

Vireo

/

goo Yds.

Alchiba with PAB #6
OO Yds,

{ \ Jamestown

CONVOY FORMATION, TYPE B (CHANNEL)

Annex "B" to Operation Order 2-42,
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U. S. S. BELLATRIX
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CONFIDENTIAL

\ * Bemewt Hoe 7

ANTI=ATRCRAFT ACTION BY SUNFACE SHIPS

Location of ship 13° 19_'_33 163° 26" E U.5.5, m__“i_.&.@—)__.—_—.
1635 1oVE Date October 15 _194,2
- MRS (7s 1 S—— i T

(a) Repel Attack First = then collect data for this reportl

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated i-ith reasonable
accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediztely after action is completed with
deta available from ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers.
Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of owr eduipment can
be determined. WUhere data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms.
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way to adversely
affect the handling of equinment dvring action,

1y Surpr.Lsa attack (Yes or No) Ne visually warned of Radar contact mml

mm sighting plenes at 16

2, Method picking plane.up (ladar, binoculars, naked eye) _Binoculars

(If by hader state tyoe of set) SC=1'on /L
3., fenge plane wes picked wp (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 iiles) 3 miles or

a M L]

L. Nuwiber of plancs Five (’) 5
5, Type of plane (Fifrhtc.r, scout, dive bomber) Dive Bomber - Alchd 99

Type of attack Dive
6. Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and i‘est high

and slow, intermediste and slow, low and t~.=lcm:1'nﬂil‘“tlh = .

7. .Cuns firing 15 Sizo3"/50; 20 mmj .50 oal, ON Number ‘0;332'1 “M"‘h

liethod of control loeal, telephone  lothod spotting Balrage, trac

8, Ammunition expended 28 rds, 3:/53’ 420 s, 20 mmj m rds, .50 mj 25C 1dss 30 cal,

9. Percent service allowence expended 3e5% 3'/5Dlﬁ" 20 mmj 0.9% +50 caly 0.3% .30 cal.

10, Approximate time tracking to first shot Ome (1) mirmmte, Angle of dive 50°,

11, Approximote time of first hits Undetennined

12, Approximate time first shot to lust shot_ Three (3) mimtes

13. Approximete position ansle open fire 7’°

14. Approxincte position cease fire _ 19. 4 i G, = - 11

15, Anoroxdmate bearing first shot m’ (!)

164 Aporoximate bearing lest shot 000° !9

Sl s L s



17, Aoproximate ranpge first shot 4000 yards o

18, Apmroximete range last shot 2000 yards

19+ Approximate albitude of bomb releasc___500 feet Type bomb__250 1b, ‘m kilo)
20, Aporoxdimate range torpede release sone -

Size of torpcdo

21, Hits on ship None Vs ship strafea  No Size pon NS s we e
22, Number ncar bonb la;issesg ‘uﬂ'l Casualtice from pear nisses e

23. Plancs shot down - Surc_NOM® pogsinlc' Nom®  Dendped Wﬁ) (Assumed)
3y vhat size gun W

24. Details of Damage to tarpet by punfire if available Nome evident - Hits by 20 mm
were observed on at least three planes, one of ﬂl‘hm!onﬂu&.tdiu

- ——

botoro release point and Jettisoned her hﬁbo into sea,

D e R e e —

25, Performance of ammunition (dxeellent, good, bad, poor) HExcellemt

26, . Pattern sizes (Lorge, small, excessive) No pattern,

-

SKETCH
(**) Maneuvers of 3 other vessels met shown after 1633, only BELLATRIX,

(¢) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head.
(b) Show relative sosition of sun,

(¢) Indicate own mancuvers, No. 2 fm Nﬂc 1,
a2 c.n/.



19 Oct., 1942 Anchored as before, awaiting orders, in SEGOND

18 Qot,

GeCuTs LoC.T.

1821
2004
19 Oct.
0100

0200

0210
0211
0223
0225
0400

0425
0458

0507
0522

0550
0645

0650
0705

0521
0704
1200
1300

1310
1311
1323
1325
1500

1525
1558

1607

1622

1650
L745

1750
1805

CHANNEL, ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES GROUP,
Ship is fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Port routine,.

Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Submarine (USS AMBERJACK) standing in.

USS DELFHINUS stood in and anchored.

Exercised at emergeacy drille,

Fire Drill: 7Fire in paint locker; first stream of
water at 1301, second stream at 13013,

Secured from Fire Drill.

Abandon Ship Drill: Method "C".

Secured from Abandon Ship Drill,

Secured from Emergeancy Drills,

Received one enlisted man on bcard for temporary
duty in connection with MTB squadron #3.

Made preparations for getting underway.

Underway on various courses and at various speeds,
going alongside USS KANKAKEE, to fuel.

USS JAMESTOWN and NICHOLAS underway and standing out.

lloored starboard side to port side of KANKAKEE, using
six manila lines,

Commenced fueling.

Completed fueling, having received 1154 barrele
Diesel fuel oll.

Sunset.
Darkened ship.

2¢
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gﬁgm AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
A16-3(3) SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 00/hw
Office of the Commander

Serial 003 Sh

UeSeS. MoCAWLEY, Flagship,
§EGB§I November 9, 1942.
1t

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to
CTU 0244 e5 (BELLATRIXL)
conf. ltr., AK20/AL-3/4
Al6-3 serial 073

of October 21, 1942.

From: Commander Tasgk Force SIXTV-TWO.

Lo Commender in Chief, U.S. Pacific Tleet.
Via: Commander South Pacific Force.

Subject: Task Unit 62.4.5 - report of Operations of,

as regiired by Navy Heguletions, 1320,
Article 712(2¥.

Ls Torwarded.

2e The particular attention of superior
commanders is 1lnvited to the attached report. While
long and detalled, the report glves a remarkebly accur-
ate plcture of one of the many adventurous operations
of task units engaged in the support of our forces in
the SOLOMONS. It is gratlifying that difficulties, dis-
eppointuecats, and hazardous tactical slituations bring
increased determination, rather than discouragement, to
the personnel engaged in these lumportant operations.

3o hether or not to abandon PAB Barge No.
SIX, in order to give a better chance for saving the more
valuable ghips was a difficult decision for the commander
of the task unit. The narrative shows that he subse~
quently took full advantege of his increased freedom of
action to employ evasive tactics, which may well account
for the fact that only Tive dive bombers succeeded in lo-
cating and attacking the unit, The event justified the
commander's decision, as the barge later was salvaged and
gafely delivered to CACTUS. The action by Captain DIETRICH
in this instance 1s fully approved by Commander Task Force
SIXTY=TWO .

-




File No. AMPHIBIO\US FORCE

A HEDy- Alé6-3(3) SOUTH PACIFIZ FORCE
Office of the Commander

Serial 003 3’4-

SECRET
Subject: Task Unit 62.4.5 - report of Operations of,
as reguired by Navy legulaticans, 1920,
Avicicle 712(2).
L. Tor the purpose of completing this

remarkeable record o adventure in tlhe South Pacific, the
Task Iorce Conmander cannot refrain from adding certain
background facts, and filling in gaps in the narrative.

5 Cn Cectober thirteenth, Commander Taslk
Force SIXIY-TWO in McCAWLEY and ZEILIN landed the Arny
164th Infantry Regiment on CACTUS., The same day the
eneny commenced & powerful naval and air offensive. In-
emy operations on the fTourteenth end fiftsenth included
strong carrier, surface, and submarine operations to the
easiward of the SOLOMONS; heavy air and navel bombardment
of our CACTUS position; and the landing of & strong force
of troops at TASSAFARONGA. The strength of the enemy of-
fensive began to wane on the sixteenth, but continued
sporadically until the initiation of his next thrust on
OCectober twenty-third.

6. On Qctober fourteenth, the Task Force
Comnander was proceeding southward puast the eastern end
of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND, whlle Task Unit 62.4.5 {BELLATRIX
and ALCIIBA, each wilith a PAB Barge in tow; JANICSTOWN,
VIREO, MEHEDITH, and NICHOLSON) was woving northward from
BUTTON. By then it had become evident thet the task unit
would surely be destroyed if it continued on toward CACTUS.
Ccnsequently, the Task Force Comuander (by radio trans-
m.ioted by a destroyer sent out fifty miles to ‘the flank)
directed the task unit to turn back vowsrd BUI'TON. A4t the
same time, because enemy bombarduwent aad critically redused
the supply of aviation gasoline on CACTUS, he sent a des-
pateh to the Commander, South Pacific Force, requesting
that he forwm & new task unlt composed of the INEREDITH and
the VIREO, with PAB Barge lio. FOUR in tow, and direct it
to vroceed to CACTUS. These despatches were received and
the mowvements exeouted, but tardily, due to unexrvlained
conmunications delays.
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Serial 00384
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Subject:
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AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
Office of the Commander

Tagk Unit 62.4.5 - report of Operations of,
as requlred bf lavy Regulations, 1920,

Article 712(2

- e S s e o e e S s e S s s e e e e wm s e e Em e De e S e ==

The two task units, &s related in the

basic letter, separated at 0050 on October fifteenth.
The following chronicle of events will fill in detaills
not related in the narrative (all times Zone Love):

October 15 - 1330, VEREDITH was sunk by enenmy

dive bombers and torpedo planes, Lati-
tude approximately 11° - 53' 3,, Longi-
tude 163° - 20' E. The Commanding

Officer of the MEREDITH had Jjust completed
taking the crew of the VIREC on board the
ITREDITH, in order better to escape attacik
which le knew was imminent. The barge

had first been csst off. After about
three days in the water, & total ol &abovt
ten officers and seventy-elight men from
these two vessels were rescued.

October 17 - GWIN, GRaYSON, and SEMNINOLE deperted

BUTTON to pick up PAB Barge WNo. FOUR and
tow it to CACTUS. The SULINOLE, leaving
tihne VIREQ adrift, pilcked up the barge con
Cetober eighteentli, and on COclober nine-
teenth, arrived at CACTUS. The GWIN and
GRAYS0L departed immedlately to search for
the VIKEQC and Barge No. SIX. DBarge lio.
FOUR was unloaded at CACTUS and RINGBOLT,
its supnrly of 100,000 gaellons of aviuation
gasoline being instrumental in saving the
sltuation. The JEMINOLE remained in the area
to handle barges and damnaged vessels and,
in the forenoon of October twenty-fifth,
was sunk by enemy gunfire near LUNGA POINT.

3£

i R i =~ i

i —— T —



() e 3

i}:iéwo. : _ AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
AlH=3(3) SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
Office of the Commander
Serial 00384

SECRE

Subject: Tagk Unit 62.4.5 - report of Operations of,
as reguired h¥ Navy Reguletions, 1920,

Cctober 18 - The ROBOLINVK was despatched Trom
WHITE POPFY to salvage the VIREC, escorted
by the STERETT eont from BUITOIN.

Cctober 21 - Comuander Soutli Pacific Torce
divectad the BOBOLINE and STHHETT to
abanion search for the VILEC and to pro-
ceed to the relief of the CIHESTEK, which
had been torpedoed.

October 21 - GWIN and GRAY3ON, returning from
CACTUS, found the VIRE(, and placed &
crew on board., The VIREC was found un-
demaged.

Cetuber 23 - PAB Barge llo. SIX was located by
the HOVEY. The VIREQO took this barge in
tow, aand, escorted by the GRAVSON and
HOVEY, arrived at BUI'TON on October
twenty~sixth. Scouting alreraft had
sighted the VINEC and barge aliiost daily.
When picked up, they were some distance

apart and had drifted sbout 150 miles to
the westward of the positions in which
they had been abandoned.

1 Owing to almost continuous enemy action
and becavse escorts were not available, the BRLLATRIX and
ALCHIBA were prevented from arriving in the CACTUS area
until the morning of November second. On thet dete, the
BELIATRYX arrived at RINGBOLT with PAB Barge No. SIL in
tow, accompanied by the BOBOLINIL, the latter for assignment
to permenent duty in the area, liost of the time enroute
the BELLATRTY had only one engine available, due to break=-
age of several plston rings in the other. On the same date,
the AICHIBA and the MAJABA (an elght-knot vessel) arrived
at CACTUS, The BIELILATRIX completed discharging cargo ard

-l -
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File No. AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
FEZ5/ A16-3(3) SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
Office of the Commander
Serial 003 8&_
SECRET
Subject: Task Unit 62.4.5 - report of operations of,

as required by Navy Regulations, 1920,
Article 712(23'-.

R R e R W O e W Ee TR i e e R Em we ER e e e W W e W e e e e e

departed on November fourth., The ALCOITRA gompleted dis-
charging on November sixth and also departed, towing

enpty PAB Barge No. FOUR back to BUTTON, where she arrived
November ninth. The LATABA, when nearly unloaded at
CACTUS, was, on November sevenbh gtruck with a torpedo
from an enemy midget submearine, and was beached two

miles east of LUNGA PQINT.

<. i v
R. K. TURNER

Copy to:
SecNav
Ceminech
CO BRLIATRIX

#0
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE VEC 27 PM. 1=

Al6-3(11) OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET Trdi ¢
uerial 00L0lec HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER . erg _ '}' { « 0
r*r- = -
3 F (""\ T j_(' = I;/, |
I "'1 r o
°—L-C-R-E-T
DEC 12 1942

SECOND ENDORSEMENT TO:

s EL )
Conf. 1ltr. AK20/AL=-3/
Al6-3 Sexrlal 073 dated
October 21, 1942.

From: The Commander South Pacific Area and South
Pacific Force.

To ¢ The Commender-in-Chief, U. 8. Pacific Fleet.
Sub ject: Task Unit 62.4.5 - report of Operations of,

as required by Navy Regulations, 1920, Article

712(2?. :

1. Forwarded. :
W. F. HALSEY
1 S51
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COMMANDER- IN-'f‘HIEF' R g

FLAG OFFICE
REOEIVIED
A ITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Clsdaniriis o IFLE(I;IBMP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF %
Pac-90-wb P3N 29 o Rt -
AL6-3/50L
Serial (JU44 -
3rd Endorsement on
SEcRH CTU 62.,4.5 (BELLATRIX)
I AK20/Al=3/A16~3/(073)

SECRET 10/21/42.

Froms Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet.

Tos Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet.'ﬁ,_j_

Subject: Pask Unit 62.4.5 — report of Operations of, as reguired

by Navy Regulations, 1920, Article 712(2).

: (08 The hazardous duty of supplying CACIUS in the early weeks
of the Solomon Islands Campaign was carried out by the ships involved with
courage and skill., The DD, APD, APV, and AK that kept this supply line
open under frequent submarine, aireraft, and surface attack performed a
service that merits "well done',

|

! 2. By picking up PAE barge four on 17 October and delivaring
: it to CACTUS with 100,000 gallons of gas, the GA(IN, GRAYSCN, and 8
‘ were of Lmmediate and vital aid at a critical period in the battle for
GUADALCANAL.

3. It is z2ssumed that Commander Amphibious Force, South Pacirie,
* has taken necessary action to correct perconnel deficiencies reported in
page 12, paragra;h 1 of basic letter.

Copy to:
Comsopac
Comamphibforsopac
00 BELLATRIX

T — ——— S — S




19 Oct,, 1942

GeCuTy L.C.T.
0705 1805

0718 1818

(Continued).

Underway from alongside KANKAKEE at vario @ cmeeds
on various courses, proceeding to anchorai:'. Due %o
way the two ships were riding, with bows ovard the
land, it was necessary to back away, with a wind just
abaft port beam. Some difficulty experie ced in geot-
ting clear, due to ship's #1 Life Raft Ne it catching
in superstructure amidships on KANKAKEE, Ship's
starboard bow rubbed against port side of Tanker, lun
to strong winds and current,

Anchored in SECGOND CHANNEL, ESPIRITU SANT ' ISLANL,
in berth A-7.




20 Oct., 1942

19 Oct.
GeCeTe L.C.T,
1330 0030
1600 0500
1822 0522

20 Oct.

0651 1751

0706 1806
Oct,, 1942

20 Qct,

1800 0500

1820 0520

21 Oct.,

0652 1752

0707 1807

Anchored as before in berth A-7, SEGOND CHANNEL,
ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES, Condition of
Readliness III-A., Ship ies fully darkened except
for lights at #3 hold necessary in loading fresh
provisions,

Completed lcading provisions for the night, and
gecured lights and power.,

Set Readiness Condition III.

Sunrise., Lighted ship.
Sunset.

Darkened ship. Continued loading operations as
provisions became avallable on USS DELFHINUS.

Anchored as before. Ship is fully darkened and in
Readiness Condition III-A. Port routine.

Set Condition of Readiness III.

Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.
DELPHINUS .

Ship loading fresh provisions from




22 Oct,, 1942 Anchored as before in berth A-7, SEGOND CHANNEL,
ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES.,
Ship is fully darkened and in Readiness Condition
I1X-A, Port routine.

21 Oct.,

G.CIT. I-l IC.TC

1800 0500 Set Condition III.

1820 0520 Sunrise. Lighted ship.
22020 0720 USS AMBERJACK standing out.
2 Oet.,
0135 1235 USS ZANE and TREVOR standing in with four Motor
Torpedo Boats.

0235 1335 TREVOR moored to starboard side, and four Motor
Torpedo Boats made fast on por% side.

0540 1640 MTB #8 cast off from alongside.
0542 1642 USS FLETCHER, WALKE and BUCHANAN standing out.

C545 1645 MTB #L cast off from alongside. USS LAFFEY underway
and standing out.

0615 1715 USS SAN FRANCISCO underway and standing out.

0619 1719 U835 HELENA underway and standing out.

0625 1725 USS LIBRA and HOPKINS standing out,

0652 1752 Sunset.

0700 1800 AMBERJACK and ZANE underway and standing out.

0707 1807 Darkened ship. _

0907 2007 TREVOR completed loading 14 torpedoes, miscellaneous

MIB parts and 1l drums ¥F.S, gas, and got underway
from alongside.

(4
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23 Oct 1942 Anchored as before in berth A-7, SLGOND CHANNEL,
ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES. Seventeen (17)
U. S. Naval vessels and five (5) U. S. Merchant
vessels present. Comairsopac, in USS CURTIS, is
Senlor Officer Present Afloat.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III-A.
Port routine.

22 Ceot.

G+CeTe L.C,.T,

1530 0230 Heard medium gunfire from seaward, Observed two red
flares and two weak white lights., All lights ashore
eftinfuighed, and a number of planes took off from
alr file 3

1800 0500 Set Readiness Condition III.

1815 0515 Lighted ship.

1820 0520 Sunrise,

1930 0630 USS WASHINGTON, ATLANTA and SOUTHARD standing ln.

2052 0752 Secured from Condition of Readiness III, set
Condition III-A,

2100 0800 USS CHESTER, STACK,AARON WARD, MoCALL
LANDSDOWNE, BENHAM and STERRETT standing in.

2145 0845 USS GUADALOUPE, MEADE and GWIN stbod in.
2315 1015 USS SOLACE stood in. Ship loadin, miscellaneous

cargo and supplies., Transferred one enlisted man
v0 SOLACE for treatment.

23 Oct. .
0430 1530 LANSDCWNE and LARDNER underway and stood out.

0455 1555  WASHINGTON and ATLANTA underway and stood out.
0505 1605 BENHAM underway and stood out.
0520 1620  AARON WARD underway and stood out.

0530 1630 Made preparations for getting underway, cut in de-
gaussing gear, and stationed special sea details.

0553 1653 Underway, as TASK UNIT 62.4.5., Captain DIETRICH in
BELLATRIX, WOODWORTH, in accordance with CTF 62
despatch 521136 (See Movement Order No. 3-42), at
varlious speeds on various courses conforming &o the
channel, proceeding to RINGBOLT. Standard speed

14 knots.
e “




23 Oct.

G.G.To LOCOT.

0627

0635
0638

0640
0649
0650

0659

0813
0850
0859
0900
0910
0912
0915

1030

1

1727
1735
1738

1740
1749
1750

1759

1913
1950
1959
2000
2010
2012
2015

2130

(Continued)

WHITE ROCK POINT abeam to starboard.
Ahead standard speed.

Chenged standard speed to 15.5 knots. USS WOODWORTH
taking position ahead as escort.

General Quarters.

Sunset.

Changed course to 135°(T). Took departure with left

tangent of MALO ISLAND beaain 1764°(T); left tangent
BOGACIO ISLAND bearin? 252 (T%; rizht tangent TUTUBA

ISLAND bearing 081°(T). Set base course on 135°(T).

Darkened ship. Secured from General Quarters and set
Condition III.

Changed base course to 270°(T).

Ran into heavy rain squall.

Rain squall lifted.

Ship's position 015° L8 L45v 5., 167° 18" 00" E.

Going through BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT, went left to 270°(T).
went left to 255°(T).

Resumed zigzag course 230°(T). Left tangent MALO
ISLAND abeam to starboard.

Secured Degaussing gear.,

w]ll-




AK20/A16=3/Al=3 U S +S8.BELLATRIX

SECRET TASK UNIT 624ke5
LOVEMENT ORDER October 23, 1942,
=42

TASK ORGANIZATION
(a) Task Group 62.4.5 (Captain DIETRICH)
(1) 0 (Commander GORDINIER)
e DGR 5

(2) cﬁ'or (Captain DIBETRICH)

1, Enemy submarines are operating in the area between
BUTTON and CACTUS-RINGBOLT, Submarine positions of last few days
have been reported on ¥FOX schedules. Enemy ailr and surface craft
mng Egﬂggnglme attenpt tc operate in the areas adjacent to CACTUS
an .

2 This Task Unit will proceed from BUTTON to RINGBOLT
at 1700 love October twent{-third passing South and West of SAN
CRISTOBAL and East and North of GﬁADALGANAL and SEALARK CHANNLL
arriving RINGBOLT at 0530 love October twenty-sixth. Escort under-
way in time to precede convoy through mine flelds and cover convoy
during sortie. Task Unit take route, leaving ESFIRITU SANTO to the
Northward, via BOUGAINVILLE STRAI™, and Westward until daylight,

then on a northerly course to a point Southwest of SAN CRISTOBAL.,
Speed of advance about 13.5 knots., WOODWORTH will act as comblna-
tion A/A and AA screen during unloading BELLATRIX, On completion
unloading Task Unit proceed BUTTON via same routing. If PAB barge /L
is then unloaded and ready, BELLATRIX tow 1t to BUITON; depariure

of ship is not to be delayed to wait for such barge.

3. (a) (1) Eso protect convoy against hostile attaock
during passage to destinatlon and return, constantly patrolling
oach slde of station. In order to guard agalnst tralling submarine
on surface and enemy motor torpedo boats, maintain during darkness
a continuous all-around radar search. No echo ranging on QC at
night except in case of a contaot.

(2) The "Instructions for Ships Furnishing
Logistic Support to CACTUS and RINGBOLT (Comamphibforsopae Secret
letr, Serial 00206 of September 29, 1942) will be followed care-
fully by BELLATRIX,.




(3) BELLATRIX bring out repairable boats as prac-
ticable, and leave Two TH's with crews,

(X) (1) Should Zig-Zags be called for they will
be from "Zig-Zag Diasrams for Single Ships and Convoys, 1942",

(2) After leaving ESPIRITU SANTO, the track of
the formation will be at such distance from all land as to prevent
deteotion by coast watchers.

(3) Commander Task Torce SIXTY TWO has notified
naval forces and bases of this movement.

Lo Escort can obtain Diesel fuel from BIALLATRIX in an
energency .
S5 Maintaln radio silence except for enemy contact or

grave emergency. Maintain watch on NPM fox schedule, Escort and
Convoy Commanders guard task force commander's cilrouit (245 kes).
Commander South Pacific Force controls and guerds eight four ten
and one two 8ix one flve kilocycles during day and four two zero
five and eight four one zero kiloecyoles during night. Use zone
love time except use zone zed for time groupe of despatches.

Enroute and in the RINGBOLT area voloe communication
on 72.5 mes, will be used for enemy information reports and emer-
gency communication between WOODWORTH and BELLATRIX,

Strict visual vigilance will be maintalned from one-
half hour before suuset until one-half hour after suarise, except
on enemy contact or other emergency. During daylisht use semaphore
and flaghoist whenever possible, Use smallest effeotive irls open=-
ing in large lights. Reduce brightness of blinker guns, ueing red
bulbs where appllicable for short distance work.

R R S R e e W S

Emergency turns after dark by Mersige Frocedure,
Article 9, Table V, except there will be no repeating ships,.

BELLATRIX will meke arrival report via base radio,
RINGBOLT.

This Task Organization dissolved on return to BUTTON,
Commander TASK FORCE SIXTY-TWO in McCAWLEY.

Distribution: ZEach vessmel (2) We Fo DIETRICH. 6{3 /
War Diary (2) -




Oct., 1942 Underway with escort on base course 270°(T), pro-
ceeding at 15.5 knots, and zig-zagging in accord-
ance with Plan #26. Ship fully darkened and in
Readiness Condition III.

Weather: falr, with alto-cumulus clouds; bright
mecoanlight,

23 Cot.

GIC.T. L.c.T.

1634 0334 Destroyer reported radar contact bearing 230°(T)
distance 5000 yards on surface, and is inveatigaﬁing.
Went right to 3107°(T). Destroyer reported having
lost contact, (It may have been a submarine that
submerged on the destroyer's approach).

1645 0345 Changed to base course to 270°(T), instead of 230°(T)
required by zlg-zag plan.

1650 0350 Resumed regular zlg-zag plan.
1738 0438 Set Readiness Condition I (Special),

1830 0530 Sunrise, Secured from Condition I (Special), set
Condition III. Lighted ship.

2100 0800 Ship's position 015° 52' 00" s., 164° 4LO' 30" E,

2h Cot.

0100 1200 Ship's position 015° 46' 00" S., 163° 47 oO" E,
Distance made good since departure 249.8 miles.

0555 1655 Changed course to 345°(T).

0610 1710 Strange ship sighted bearing 315°(T), distance
approximately 12} miles.

0618 1718 ©Ships sighted at 1710 are friendly. Ilixchanged calls
with USS NICHOLAS. Appeared to be two ships in convoy.

0712 1812 Sunset.
0727 1827 Darkened ship.
0900 20000 Ship's position 015° 08*' 00" 8., 162° 31' 00" E,

w13
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25 Oct,, 1942 Underway with the WOODWORTH (escort) as TASK UNIT
62445, Zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #26,
on base course 345°(T). Standard speed 15.5 knots.,
WOODWORTH patrolling station approximately 1000
yards ahead, Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
Condition III., In communication with escort by TBY.
Weather: bright moonlight, scattered clouds; light
breeze out of Southeast.

2 Oct,

GeCoeTe L.C.T.

1630 0330 Escort made radar contact with surface craft bearing
332°9(T), but distance undetermined.

1745 OLL5 Set Condition I (Speclal).
1845 0545 Sunrise.

1847 0547 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition IIl.
Lighted ship.

2025 0725 Sighted seven ships bearing 090°(T), distance approxi-
mately 15 miles.

2030 0730 gﬁipa challenged and identified as friendly Task Unit
24

2100 0800 Ship's position 012° 49' oo" 8., 161° 46! 00" E,

2135 0835 Sighted FBY plane bearing 230°(T), and exchanged
challenges.

2345 1045 Heavy rain; visibility about 1500 yards. Wind in-
creased to force 6.

?355 1055 Visibility decreased to about 300 yards,
25 Oct,
0010 1110 |Heavy rain ceased; visibility increased to about
20,000 yards; wind force 3.

0040 1140 Because of apparent rapld deterloration in tactical
situation in the sea area about GUADALCANAL, caused
by inocursions of strong enemy sea forces, the Captain
2eoigggt¥?t1rement necessary and course was reversed

(o] .

0058 1158 Sighted L4-engine Jap flying boat, bearing 160°(T),
and headed toward this unit.

0059 1159 Hard left rudder. Went to General Quarters. Commenced

Tiring.

=] b




2

25 Oots, 1

G.C.T. LUC.T.
0100 1200
0101 1201
0103 1203
0109 1209
0110 1210
0118 1218
0300 1400
0318 1,18
0321 1421
0713 1813
0728 1828

(Continued)

Ship's position 012° 27' 30" s., 161° 38' 30" E.
Distance made good since noon, Oct. 24, 301.8 miles,

Enemy flying boat, running on two motors, was apparently
surprised and turned West. This ship and escort putting
up heavy AA barrage. {See attached Report of Action.)

Smoke observed coming from the enemy as though he were
trying to start his other two motors. He dropped his
bombe harmlessly into the water about 6000 yards from
the ship, apparently to lighten load and aid his escape,
ae AA bursts were close, Ceased firing.

Changed course to 180°(T), for the purpose of evasion.
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #l.4.

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition of
Readiness II,

Received CTF 62 daafatoh 24,2358 of October, 13542,

(NPM NR 739) directing retirement on course south,
with other orders to follow, It will be seen by
reference to times 1140 and 1209 that such had already
been complied with, on own initiative.

Went to General Quarters on signal from destroyer that
unidentified planes had been contacted by radar.

Secured from General Quarters., Set Condition of
Readiness II.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

)5
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bﬂhl"'[l') SHTIAL

ANTI-AIACRAPT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
TASK UNIT 624445

Location of ship 12-07=30 83 161~38-30 E 5.5 BELLATRIX (AK20) ; WOODWORTH (D460)
1159 IOVE Date October 25 194, 24
TNOTES ' i

(&) level Attack First — then collect data for this reportl

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report - if data cannot be estimated i4ith reasonable
accuracy enter dash in space for which ne data is availcble,

(¢) These sheets are to bYe filled out immediately after action is completed with
deta availeble from ship's log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers.:
Information is esscntial in order that the effectivencss of our eduipment can
be determined, There data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way to adversely
affect the handling of squisaent during cction,

- - B - -

1., Surprise attack (Yes or No) Xes

2, lMethod picking rlane up (ilader, binoculars, naked e )
(If by itadar state type of set) WOODWORTH DID m ;Eﬁ OF BY ﬂm

3. lange planc was picked up (50 wiles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 wmiles) miles

L, Number of plancs ‘ W (1) .
5, Type of plane (Fipi*tr.r scout, clive homber i 97, 4 motor flying boat (Serial 43)
Ty»ne of attack

é. Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and fast, high
and slow, intermedinte and slow, low and slow_Low and slow cmhhlg on two

s
7« Cuns firing Three (3) Size 3"/50 mo} «50 cal, Number < and 1 respectively,
Method of control Wém-'t llethod spotting DIFEST method

8., Ammunition exponded_20 rounds 3%/50 caliber; 60 rounda ,50 caliber,
9. Percent service allowence expended_2e5% 3"/50 cals; 0,15% 450 caliber,

10, Apoproximate time tracking to first shot One mimute

—— -

11, Approximote time of first hits Two mimutes k
12, Approximate time rirst shot to lust shot Three ﬂ!llm . .
13. Approximete position ansle open fire IQQ

14, Approximete position cease fire 0’0 Y,

15, Aporoximate bearing first shot 30° relative (lhg turning) about zza° T
18, Aporoxinete bearing last shot 100° relative or 280° T

.




17, Aoproximate range first shot 2000 yards

18. Apnroximste range last shot 5000 yards -
19, A'mr'o.:b"tte altitude of l% 800 feet Tvpe bomb

20, ﬁj:ﬁro.imate range Lorpedo rolodse P9 9 G S VO 5 GO B S ® DS S B
Size of torpcdo

21, Hits on ship None Vas ship strafed M Sifo pup S S5 i e

22, Number near bomb nisses_ Nome Casnaltics from ncar nisses lone

23. Plancs shot down = Surc Nom® Possible Nof®  Damaged One
By vhat size gun }‘mhﬂ'o

24, Details of Damapge to terget by punfire if avoilable After severul near shell

burgts, plene apparently tried to start other twe motors, and in panie jettisoned

Wﬁ% wed to be 500 pound bembs, which detonated e oproxinately

25, Performznce of a:mmnit:.on (._.xcdlt.nt, good, bad, poor) Excellent

26, Pattern sizes (lerge, smoll, oxcessive) _ No patterns,

SKITCH

(a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's hcad
(bg Show relative sosition of sun. mm—ob-mab c¢louds, low celling
(e¢) Indicate own mancuverse and internittent showers,

Endeavoring to start 2

other moters, Jettisoned
4 bombe in apparent haste
to evade BELLATRIX shell bursts,

&
W. F. DIBTRICH, b\DOr[
- Y




26 Oct,, 1942

25 Oct,
G.L".T.
1430
1840
1845
2030
2100
2132

26 Oct,
0028

0100

0141
0150
0254

0315

0333
0335
0500
0533

L.C.T.
0130

0540
0545
0730
0800
0832

1128
1200

1241
1250
1354

1415

1433
1435
1600

1633

Underway with eacortb USS WOODWORTH, as TASK UNIT
62.4.5 on course 180°(T); standard speed 15.5 knots.
Ship 1s fully darkened and in Condition of Readiness Il.
Weather: overcast and raining; visibility about 8000
yards; force of wind about 6.

Raln ceased,

Sunrise,

Lizhtad ship.

Secured from Condition II, set Condition III.

Ship's pcsition 116° 47' oo s., 161° 38! 30" E.
Reversed course to OOOOST) to rendezvoue with Task
Unit 62,443 in Lat. 015° 30' 8., Long. 161° 30! E.
It was to take place at 1000 love, but CTF 62 des-
patch 251015, which was sent as NFN NR 818, had not
been 1mmadia%ely decoded. Upon 1nveat1gation it was
found the sender had encrypted 2K 45 wrongly.

Rain squall set in. Visibility deoreased to 2000 yards,

Ship's position 016° 06' 30" s., 161° 37' oo" E,
Distance made good since noon, Oct. 25, 336 miles.

Changed course to 350°(T).
Visibllity increased to about 15,000 yards.

Changed course to 000°(T). By dead reckoning, assumed
to have arrived at the rendezvous, but Task Unit 62.4,3
not in sight.

Heavy rain squall set inj; wvisibility decreased to
about 1500 yards.

Visibility increased to about 12,000 yards.

Changed course to 180°(T).

Changed course to 090°(T).

Raln squall set in; vislbility decreased to about 1500

yards, The WOODWORTH contacted the HOPKINS (CTU 62.e4.3)
on TBS but not satisfactorily.

WL b

4
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26 Oct,, 1942

GeCoTo LoC.T.

0545

0600

0610

0612
0632

0700

0714
0729
0749
0900
1033
1040

1055

1645

1700

1710

1712
1732

1800

181,
1829
1840
2000
2133
2140

2155

{Continued)

Rain squell abated; drizzling; visibility about
15,000 yards., Commenced zig-zag, Plan #14.

Velocity of winds increased to force 43 visibility
decreased to about 1500 yards. Ceassed zig-zagging
and resumed base course 090°(T).

Rain squall ceased; visibility incereased to 15,000
yards.,

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #lh.
Changed course to 270°(T). The WOODWORTH again had
contact with the HOPKINS (CTU 62.4.3) but again not
satisfactorily.

Entered rain squallj visibility decreased to about
4000 yards,

Sunset,

Darkened ship.

Ceased zigszagging and resumed base course 270°(T).
Ship's position 015° 15' 30" 8., 161° 13' 30" E,
Changed base ccurse to 090°(T).

Changed base course to 097°(T), having received
NFM NR 989 (CTF despatch 260725) directing Task
Unite 62.4.5 and 62.4.3 to rendezvous with MAJABA
at Point QUEEN, lLat. 016° 00' 8,, Long. 165° LO' E.,
at 1600 Love twenty-seventh, after which TASK UNIT
62.,4.5 dissolved and BELLATRIX proceed ROSES
independently.

Changed speed to 15.8 knots,




27 Oct., 1942 Underway with WOODWORTH as Task Unit 62.4.5 on
course 097¥(T), at standard speed of 15.8 knots.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Weather: steady rein; moderate wind and sea.

26 Oct.,
GeCeTs L.C.T.
1605 0305 Visibility decreased to 1000 yards from bridge, with
visibility from forward about 300 yards., Destroyer
escort obscured.

1745 0445 Visibility increased to about 12,000 yards. Rein
stopped. The crew standing by for Special Condition I.

1751 O451 Slowed to l5.5 knots.

1808 0508 Visibility decreased to 2000 yards. Commenced raining.

1820 0520 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #11.
Visibility inoreased to about 15,000 yards, Rain
stopped.

1900 0600 Changed course to 100°(T).

2100 €800 Ship's position 015° 47' 45" 8,, 163° 33" 30" E.

2143 0843 Changed standard speed to 15 knots.

2339 1039 Heavy rain commenced; visibility decreased to 300
yards. Unable to see destroyer.

2348 1048 Rain stopped; continued drizzle.

2goggt' 1102 Stopped engires momentarily to make repalrs.

0006 1106 Ahead standard speed.

0017 1117 Slowed to 80 r.p.m.

0024 1l24 Sighted destroyer escort ahead.

0100 1200 Ship's position 015° 54' oo" 8., 164° 28' oo" &,
Distance made good since noon, 26 Oct., 1942,
342 miles.

0135 1235 Changed course to 110°(T).

0330 1330 Sighted ship on port bow, bearing 080°(T), distant
8 miles; exchanged recognition signals, and found her
to be the ALCHIBA (Task Unit 62.4.3),a180 heading
toward the rendesvous.

-] 8-
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27 Oot., 1942 (Continued)

G.'.C‘Ti LQGOT.
0330 1430 Visibility decreased to 6000 yards,

0400 1500 Visibility now increased, and able to make out cargo
ship and two destroyers. Exchanged calls with USS
ALCHIBA, HOPKINS and SOUTHARD,

0434 1534 Changed course to 080°(T).

0505 1605 Changed course to 110°(T).

0538 1638 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0540 1640 Changed speed to 15,5 knots.

0542 1642 Changed course to 105°(T).

0625 1725 Changed course to 085°(T).

0638 | 1738 Changed course to 075°(T).

0644 1744 Changed course to 083°(T).

0653 1753 Proceeding alone to ROSES., Changed course to 130° T,
and coumenced zlg-zagging in accordance with Plan #ll.
The destroyer escort WOODWARD detached from this unit,
to proceed for duty with Task Unit 62.4.3

0700 1800 Sunset.

0702 1802 ' Reduced speed to 15 knots,

0715 1815 Darkened ship.

0748 1848 Ceased zig-zagglng and resumed base course.

0900 2000 Ship's position 016° 31' 00" 8., 166° 07' 30" E.

0904 2004 Lockout reported liszht on horizon bearing about 200
relative, Light was not observed from bridge.

0910 2010 Lookout again reported same flash of light.
1142 2242 Commenced zig-zagging in acocordance with Plan #14.




28 Cct,, 1942 Underway alone on base course 130°(T); standard
speed 15 knots; zlg-zagging 1ln accordance with Plan
#l4e Ship fully darkened and in Condition of
Readiness III. Weather: moderate sea, with a brisk
wind from the southeast; sky over=cast with ocumulo-
nimbue clouds,

27 Oct,

GeCoTs LoCoeTe

1718 0418 Set Condition I (Special).
1748 0448 Changed zipg-zag Plen to #26.
1800 0500 Changed base course to 090°(T).

1815 0515 Sighted EFATE ISLAND bearing 085°(T), distance about
24 niles.

1818 0518 Sunrise.

1820 0520 Becured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
ITI; liczhted ship.

1900 0600 Changed base course to 115°(T).

2007 0707 Changed base course to 120°(T).

2018 0718 ©Sighted a destroyer bearing 080°(7T).

2025 0725 Exchanged calls with USS LAMSON.

2100 080¢ Ship's position 017° 43" 45" S., 16E° Q0' OO" E,

2109 0809 U. 8. Navy seaplanes cirecled overhead and exchanged
recognition signals.

2135 0835 Cut in degaussing gear. Pllot beat standing out,
distant 5 mlles.

2138 0838 PANGO POINT light (EFATE ISLAND) sighted bearing
082°(T), distant 8 miles.

2140 0840 Changed base course to 070°(T), maneuvering at
reduced speeds,

2202 0902 All engines stopped.

2204, 0904 Lieutenant SWITZER, pilot, came aboard. Ahead
2/3 speed.



28 Oct.E 12&; (Continued)
sbale CAY Y Y

27 Oect.
2210

2220
2240
2241
2244

2303

2305
28 Ooct.

0651

0706

0910

0920
0940
1941
0944

1003
1005
1751
1806

Changed course to 0509(T). ©Steering various courses
§t various speeds approaching FILA HARBOR, EFATE
SLAND.

PANGO TOINT abeam to starboard, distant 500 yards.
Stopped engines. Passed through anti-submarine net.
Walked out port anchor to 15 fathoms of chain on deck.
snchored in FILA HARBOR, EFATE ISLAND, in berth D,

in 27 fathons of water with 75 fathoms of chain to
the port anchor., Ship's head upon anchorig 080°(7) ;
bear.ags: left tangent IRIRIKI ISL/ND 0974 %Tlé left
tangent MALAPOA POINT 3284°9(T), Flagstaff 0794+°(T).
Distance made good since poon, Oct. 27, 262 miles.
Ships present: USS MANLEY, MCKEAN, STRATFORD, LIBRA,
HEYWOOD, FOMALHAUT, NEVILIE (SOPA), YMS 93 and YMS 99.
Secured from Condition III, set Condition III-A,
Secured degaussing gear.

Sunset,

Darkened ship.

2w




29 Oct,, 1942 Anchored in FILA HARBOR, EFATE ISLAND, berth D, in
27 fathoms of water with 75 fathoms of chain to the
port anchor. Ship fully darkened and in Readiness

GeCuT. LoCoTe Condition III-A.

28 Oct.

181¢C 0510 Sunrise.

2200 0900 USS SHAW and CONYNGHALL stood in and anchored.

2240 0940 USS FULLER stocd in and moored alongslde USS HEYWOOD.,

2305 1005 USS HOVEY and VIREC stood in.

29 Oct,

0225 1225 Pursuant to orders from Commander Amphibian Force,
South Pacifle, letter P-15-4/00, Lisut. (jg) Joseph
V. AIETA, D—V[G), UsSeNeRe, reported on board for duty.

0320 1420 HOVEY and VIKEC standing out.

0500 1430 Formed TASK UNIT 62.4.5 (See Mcovement Order 442
attached) in compliance with CTF 62 despatch 280545
of October, 1942,

0530 1630 Commenced weighing anchor.

0536 1636 MCKEAN underway and standing out.

0545 1645 Cut in degeussing gear.

0548 1648 MANLEY underway and standing out.

0557 1657 Underway from berth D, FILA HARBOR, EFATE ISL.ND, on
various courses at varlous speeds conforming to swept
channel, prooceeding to sea., The pilot, Bos'n GARRETT,
at the conn, Standard speed 15 knots, Ahead 1/3.

0603 1703 Ahead 2/3, USS LIBRA underway.

0605 1705 ©Passed through anti-submarine net,

0608 1708 Went to General Quarters.

0610 1710 Steering course 208°(T).

0614 1714 Changzed course to 233°(T).

0617 1717 Changed course to 235°(T).

0622 1722 Pilot GARRETT left the ship.

0625 1725 PANGO POINT light abeam to port.

-22= 5-5 |
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2

GeCeTe LoCuT,

0626
0630

0633

0636

0644

0653
0708
0730
0743
€900
1107

1130

1140

1726

1730

1753

1736

17414,

1753
1808
1830
1843
2000
2207

2230

2240

| 56

(Continued)

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III.
With PANGO POINT lisht bearing 091°(T), left tangent
DEVIL POIN% bearing 306°(T), took departure and set
course 248%(T).

Ahead stendard speed, USS LIBRA taking position

' bearing 270° (relative) from this ship.

Slowed to 70 r.pe.ms USS NANLEY and McKEAN patrolling
station on either bow of TASK UNIT.

Ahead at 80 r.pe.m. TASK UNIT commenced zig-zazgging
in accordance with FPlan #li.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed base course 243°(T).
Changed Disposition course end Axis to 000°(T).
Ship's position 017° 34' 15" 8., 167° 58 30" E,
Englneroom rang up stopped. There was an explosion
in Noe. 4 crank case of the starboard engine. Able
to proceed on port engine only, making 1l knots.

Changed the standard speed of the TASK UNIT to 11
knots.

A ship ahead challenged the LIBRA, which was about
JO00 yards ahead of this vessel. It was the FARRAGUT
escorting the USS CHESTER - bearing 350°(T), on
opposite course.

23



UsS.S. BELLATRIX

AX2C/A16=3/AL=3 TASK UNIT 62.4.5
SECRET October 29, 1942.

MOVELMENT ORDER

L=42
TASK ORGANIZATION

(a) Task Group 62.4.5

(1) ESCORT (station ahead)
LicKEAN
MANLEY

(2) convoy (after sortie, form line, distance between ships 800 yards)
BELLATRIX
LIRRA

1. Have no new information as to vhether enemy submarines are opcrat-
ing in the arez between 10SES and BUTTON., If such information is known by eny
ship present, such should be reported immediately to BELLATRIX,

2« This force will procced to BUTTON at 1700 October twenty ninth
passing cast of llalckula Island, Escort underway in time to precede convoy.
Cover convoy during sortie, Standard speed fifteen knots. Speed of advance
account zig=zag probebly around thirteen knots., Arrive BUTTON during daylight
October thirtieth, and proceed with further loading while awaiting orders.

3. (a)(1) Escort protect convoy against hostile attack during passage
to destination, In order to guard against trailing submarines
on the surface, maintain continuously an all-around radar
search during darkness, No ccho ranging on QC at night cox=-
cept in casc of contact,

(2) Any vessel of this task unit having mail or cargo for BUTTON,
discharge same promptly after arrival,

(X) Attention is directed to the following despatches regarding mine fields and
navigational dangcrs at ROSES and BUTTON:

Hydro Washington 131700 Junc:
"CONHYDROPAC NO, 23 X REFERENCE CONHYDROPACS TWENTY AND FIXTEEN X SOUTH COAST

TFATE ISLAND SHOULD NOT B& APPROACH CLOSER TIAN TWO LILEZS WITHOUT CONTACTING
PORT AUTHORITILS™

P R e R uew |

"REPRESENTATIVLS CONFLRIUSD COMINDIV TWO ON TWO AUGUST REQUESTED BY YOUR 260328
AND IJINING PROCEEDED AUGUST IN ACCORDANCLE 'WITH CINCPAC 220207 ILITEDIATELY UPON

B




COMPIETION OF WHICH COIINDIV TWO SENT EIS 030515 CONTAINING APPIOACH DATA X

INFO OF MINE FIZLDS FOLLOW YOUR 041209 X iINING SEGOND CHANNEL COMPLLTED THRIE
AUGUST V/ITH ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE IINﬁS X POSITION OF FIZLDS FOLIOW COLON

FROM MALO PEAK DISTANCE 2.5 MILLS BEARING 352 DLGREIS LINE 1500 YAUDS IN
DIRECTION 270 X PAINTED WHITE ROCK ON 30UTH SHORE HSPIRITU SANTO ISLAND IN

IONG 167-13-27 X FROM WHITE ROCK DISTANCE 3/4 MILE BSARING 116 DAGREES LINE

1,1 MILES IN DIRECTION 164 DEGREES X FROM WHITE ROCK DISTANCE 1250 YARDS BEARING
215 DEGREES LINE ONE MILE IONG IN DIRECTION 184 DIGREES X EACH THIESE LINES HAS
ONE PARALLEL ROW THARE HUNDRED YARDS ON LITHER SIDE X ONE DiS STATIONED OFF

EACH FIELD TO WARN APPROACHING SHIPS X RIQUSST LUTRY OUTSIDm DAYLICHT HOURS

FROM 0600 to 1800 RHE PQOHIBIT&D IN PROMULGATION NOTICE X AFTER ISSUE WILL BRING
GUARD SHIPS IN AT NIGHT THIS ARRANGEMENT TLIPORARY UNTIL REGULARR S5IGNAL STATIONS
AND PILOT BOATS CAN BE ARRANGED OF YHICH YOU WILL Bl ADVISED XX

"SHIPS APPROACHING SEGOND CHANNII, wSPIRITU SANTO NTW HEBRIDES USE EAST ENTRALICE
ONLY X FRO.: COWSOPAC X

Commander Task Force SIXTY TWO will notify neval forces and bascs of this movement
Le Escort fuel from available tanker or large vessel at BUTTON,

5e Maintain radio silence except for encmy contact or grave emergency,
lfaintain watch on NPM fox schedule, Iscort and Convoy Commanders guard task
force commander's circuit, Commander South Pacific Force controls and guards
eight four ten and one two six one five kilocycles during day and four two zero
five and eight zero four onc¢ zero ikilocycles during night, Use zone love time
excent use zone zed for time groups of despatches,
Snroute, voice communicztion on 72,5 mes. will be used for enemy inférmation
reports and emergency communication between units of this task force,
Strick visual vigilance will be meintained from one-~half hour before sunset until
one-half hour after sunrise, exccpt on enemy contact or other cmergency, During
daylight use semaphore and flaghoist whenever possible, Use suellest effective
iris opening in loarge lights. Rleduce brightness of blinker guns, using red bulbs
where applicable for short distance work,
Emergency turns ofter dark by Mcersigs Proccdure, article 9, Table V cxcept there
will be no repeating ships.

— e e e e e omw e e s

BELLATRIX will moke arrival report via base rmdlo BUTTON.

This Task Orgeanization dissolved on arrival BUTTON.

Commander TASK FORCE SDITY=-TWO in McCAWLLEY,. T
//._... C—-*’A-t—/
WeF . DIETRICH
Distribution:

Each vessel (3)
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2

0 Ooct 1
GI-C.T. L.C.T.
29 Oct.

1352 0052

1543 0145

1,50 0150

1500 0200

1720 0420

1821 0521

1827 0527

1832 0532

1904 0604

1935 0635

1950 0650

2004 0704

2010 0710

2018 0718

2023 0723

2026 0726

2032 0732

2051 0751

Underway in TASK UNIT 62.4.5 on course 000°(T).
Standard speed 1l knots. Port engine only in use.
Ship fully darkened and in Condition III, VWeather:
generally fair and clear.

Sighted richt tangent MALEKULA ISLAND on port bow
bearing 330°(T), distant about 5 miles,.

Sighted AMBRIM ISLAND on 'starboard bow bearing 038°(T).

Changed Disposition course and Axis to 323°(T).
Commenced zlpg-zagging in accordance with Plan #1L4.
Set Conditicn I (Special).

Sunrise.

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
IIT. Lighted ship.

Sighted MALO ISLAND bearing 297°(T), distance 16
miles,

Sighted TUTUBA ISLAND bearing 305°(T), distance
12,5 miles.

Exchanged calls with USS RAMSEY.

Cut. in degaussing pear.

Ceased ziz-zagging and eame to base course 327°(T).
LIBRA forming column astern of BELLATRIX,

Changed course to 329°(T).

South tangent BOGACIO ISLAND abeam to port, dlstant
1200 yards.

Changed course to 345°(T).
At standard speed, proceeded on various courses con=~

forminez to swept channel and heading into SEGOND
CHANNEL, ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND.

Steering various courses at various speeds proceeding

to berth assigned., TASK UNIT 62.4.5 (Movement Order
L=42 hereby dissolved).

TR
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0 Oct., 1942 (Continued)

ct.
Gs0eTe L.C,T,

2108 0808 Anchored in SEGOND CHANNEL, ESPIRITU ISLAND, in
berth A-5 in 21 fathows of water with 75 fathoms of
chain to the fgrt anchor. Ship's head on anchoring
295°(T); bearings: BELCHIEF POINT 222°(T), left tan-
sent AORE ISLAND 1154°(T), WHITE ROCK 0954°(T).
Distance made good since 1657, Oct. 29, 175.4 miles.

2126 0826 Secured from Condition III, set Condition III-A.

2127 0827 Shipe present: USS O'BANNON, LAFFEY, WALKE, ROSEWOOD,
HELENA, CURTIS (SOPA), DELPHINUS, BOBOLINK, LANSDOWNE,
GUADALUPH,, SAN FRANCISCO, MEADE, BUCHANAN, MANLZY ,
MCKEAN, LIBRA and S/S SANTA ANA.

2130 0830 Secured degaussing gear.

2200 0900 Formed TASK UNIT 62.4.5 (See Movement Order 5-42
attached) in compliance with CTF 62 despatch 290235
of Oct. 1942, - NPM NR 43L).

2210 0910 Transferred one enlisted man to Base llospital BUTTON
for treatment.,

2245 0945 The YN26 placed PAB barge #6 alongside to port, in
order that this vessel could secure tow lines,

33330t 1040 BOBOLINK came alongside the barge.
e !
0136 : 1236 Commenced weighing anchor.

0146 1246 Underway from berth A-5, SEGOND CHANNEL, ESPIRITU
SANTO, at varlous speeds on various courses proceed-
ing to sea, Standard speed 11 knots. Ahead 1/3
speed, towing PAB barge #6, with BOBOLINK alongside.
Using pcrt engines only; starboard engine undergoing
repailrs to No. 4 oylinder and piston.

0150 1250 BOBOLINK cast off her lines from the barge and took
station astern.

0241 1341 gfizltangont TUTUBA ISLAND abeam to port, distant
€8,

0306 1406 Stopped engines, preparatory to stream’ng tow,
0309 1409 Ahead 1/3 speed. Cast off barge mooring lines.

25«




0 Oct.
G.C.T.
0317
0323
0330

0342
€350

CLLL
0600
0654
0709

0900
1000

1942
L.C.T,
1417
1423
1430

1442
1450

1541
1700
1754
1809

2000
2100

(Continued)

Ahead standard speed. PAB barge #6 sfreamed and in
position to tow, Steering course 125Y(T).

Went to General Quarters.

Changed course to 090°(T)., BOBOLINK and O'BANNON
acting as anti-submarine screen now patrolling
vicinity of channel entrance.

Secured from General Qaurters, set Condition III.
Chenged course to 045°(T). Took departure on course
Ohso%T], with north tangent TUTUBA ISLAND bearing
350°(T), left tangent TUTUBA ISLAND bearing 2843°(T),
left tangent BOGACIO ISLAND bearing 276i°(T).
Changed course to 355°(T).

Secured degaussing gear,

Sunset,

Darkened ship. BOBOLINK took A/S patrol station
astern.

Ship's position 014° 57' 15" 8., 167° 15' 30" E,
Changed course to 323°(T).

w2b=




AK20/A16=3/AL~3 U.S.S. BELLATRIX

SECRET TASK UNIT 62.L,5

MOVIRENT OLDER October 30, 1942,
=42

TASK ORGANIZATION

(a) Task Group 62.4.5 (Captain DIETRICH)

(1) ESCORT {Commander WIIKINSOIN)
OF BANNON

(2) CONVOY (Captain DILTRICH)
BELLATRIX (towing TAR barge No, 6)
POBOLINK

b 1 Enemy submarines are operating in the area between BUTTON and
CACTUS-RINGBOLT. Submarine positions are reported to have been as follows:

LATITUDE LONGITUDE DATE TDE HOW LOCATED
(a; 13-08 S 165-38 E 29 Cct 0650 Contact
Eb 13-10 S 162<4), E 1 - ?
cg 11-00 S 162-00 E " - ?
(d 12-30 3 164~00 B " - ?
(e; 13-15 S 162-45 E L - ?
(f 12-30 S 166-00 E 28 Oct - ?
(g) 13-00 8 167-00 E " - ?
(h) 10-00 S 164=00 & 27 Oct - ?

Enemy air and surface craft may at any time attempt to operate in the areas
adjacent to GUADALCANAL and TULAGI,

2¢ ° This Task Unit will proceed to RINGBOLT at 1230 love October
thirtieth, passing north of SAN CRISTOBAL and through SEALARK CHANMNEL, arriving
Last Entrance SEALARK at six hours love November second, Escort underway in
time to precede convoy through mine fields and cover convoy during sortie, and
streaming the tow, in which BOROLINK will follow BELLATRIX and assist as necessary.
Task Unit take most direct route, after leaving ESPIRITU SANTO to the westward,
speed of advance about 9,5 knots. O'BANNON will act as combination A/S and AA
screen during unloading BELLATRIX. On completion unloading Task Unit less BOBO--
LINK proceed BUTTON via same routing, If a PAB barge is then unloaded and ready,
BELLATRIX may be ordered to tow it to BUTTON; departure of ship is not to be de-
layed to wait for such barge,

3. (a)(l) Escort protect convoy against hostile attack during passage to
lestination and return, constantly patrolling each side of station, In order to
guard against trailing submarines on surface and enemy motor torpedo boats,
maintain during darkness a continmuous all-around radar search, No echo ranging
on QC at night except in case of a contact,
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port bow during daylight, and patiol station in the rear during darkness., Take
offensive action against enemy submerpged submarines by mears of depth charges,
and against trailing submarines on the surface and enemy torpedo boats by gun-
fire, 20 mm may be very effective, No echo ranzing on QC at night except in
case of a contact,

(3) The "Instructions for Ships Furnishing Logistic Support to' CACTUS
and RINGBOLT (Comamphibforsopac Sceret letr, Serial 00206 of September 29, 1942)
will be followed carefully by BEILLATRIX,

(4) BELIATRIX emberk if possible, repairable boats as follows:
LTR, 4 T, 4 TP (leave 2 TR's)

(3)(1) Should Zig-Zaps be called for they will be from "Zig-Zag
Diagrams for Single Ships ana Convoys, 194L0".

(2) After leaving ESPIRITU SANTO, the track of the formation
will be at such distance from all land as to prevent detection by coast watchers,

(3) Commander Task Force SIXTY TWO has notified naval forces and
bases of this movement,

(4) After arrival RINGBOLT, the BOBOLINK will report for duty to
Comadvnavbase CACTUS-RINGBOLT in accordence with CTF-62 despatch 281117 and Com-
sopac 280412, October 1942,

Le Cscort and BOBOLINK can obtain Diesel fuel from BELLATRIX in an
emergency .
5e Maintain radio silence except for enemy contact or grave emergency.

Maintein watch on NPH fox schedule, Escort and Convoy Commanders guard task
force commander's circuit (245 kes). Commender South Pacific Force controls and
guards eight four ten and one two six one five kilocycles during day and four two
zero five and eight four one zero kilocycles during night, Use zone love time
cxcept use zone zed for time groups of despatches,

_— o e e e e e o e e

Enroute and in the RINGBOLT arca voice communication on 72,5 mcs,
will be used for enemy information reports and emergency communication between
O* BANNON, BOBOLINK and BELLATRIX,

Striet visuval vigilance will be maintained from one~half hour
before sunset until one half hour after sunrise, except on enemy contact or
other emergency. During daylight usc scmaphore and floghoist whenever possible,
Use amallest- effcetive iris opening in large lights. Reduce brighticss of
blinker guns, using red bulbs where applicable for short distancc work,
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- Emergency turns after dark by Mersigs Procedurc, article 9,
Toble V, excent thore will be no repcating ships.

BELLATRIX will make arrival report via basc radio, CACTUS,

This Task Organization dissolved on return to BUTTON,
Commender TASK FORCE SIXTY-TVO in ZEILIN.,

Bl

. Fo DIETRICH,

Distribution:

Each vesscl (3;
Comairsopac (5

ComGen CACTUS (5)

Col.in Com, RINGBOLT (5)
Comsopac (1)

CTF-62 (1)




21 Oct,, 1942 Task Unit 62.4.5 underway on hase course 323°(7);
standard speed 9.4 knots, making about 8 knots good
with PAB barge #6 in tow. Ship fully darkened and
in Readiness Condition III. USS O'BANNON and BOBO-
LINK acting as escort.

30 Oct.
GeCoTe LeC.Te
1410 0110 Idled starboard main engine for test.

1440 0140 Completed testing starboard main englne, and shifted
load from port to starboard engine.

1442 0142 Cut out port main engine for repairs.

1720 0420 Set Condition I (Speecial).

1820 0520 Sunrise.

1834 0534 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
III. Lighted ship. BOBOLINK taking station as A/3
screen, port bow,.

1852 0552 Signal from destroyer - sighted strange alrcraft
vearing 070°(T).

1853 0553 Sighted one Flying Fortress bearing 140°(T).

1900 0600 Changed course to 340°(T).

1902 0602 Sighted a FBY bearing 070°(T).

2050 0750 Sighted land bearing 055°(T), reported by O'BANNON,

2055 0755 Sighted SADDLE ISLAND, TORRES ISLAND GROUP, bearing
059°(T), distant 30 miles.

2100 0800 Ship's position 013° 37' LO" 8., 166° 12' oO" E,

2210 0910 Light rain squall; visibility decreased to about
4,000 yards.,

2220 0920 Squall passed over; visibility inereased to 20,000
yards.

2250 0950 Rain squall commenced, moving rrom.North6 visibility
ahead and on both sides decreased to 2000 yards.
Began 1dling port engine.

2305 1005 Raln squall ceased; vislbility inocreased to 20,000
yards, except on port hand where it is 6000 yards.
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gl Qct., 1942
Oct.

GOCOT. L.CIT.

2337

2339
2355

31 Qct.
0002

0037

0100

0300

0317

0410

0422

04LLO

OLL5

0450
0500

1037

1039
1055

1102

1137

1200

1490

1417

1510

1522

1540

1545

1550
1600

(Continued)

Changed standard speed to ll.4 knots - ahead standard
speed. Jlort main engine cut in, and now using both
main ensgines,

Engine room reported ll..L knots now being nmade.

Slowed to 1/3 speed (5 knots), due to tow line to
barge parting. BOBOLINK proceeding to pilck up barge.
Began maneuvering to the right to get close to barge
to decrease distance BOBOLINK would have to tow 1t
to bring it alongside.

Rein squall commenced; vielbility decreased to 8000
yards,

BOBOLINX brought barge alongside to port. Commenced
necessary work to retrieve that half of the 1 1/4
inch towline still secured to barge.

Ship's position 013°% 17' 15" 8., 166° 07' 30" L.
Distance made good since noon, Oct, 30, 174.8 mlles.

Barge cast loose from side to drift aft to be saecured
there.

One Flying Fortress flew across bow and circled over-
head.

Alreraft picked up by O'BANNON'S radar bearing 020°(T),
distant 18 miles.,

Alroraft ploked up by O'BANNON'S radar bearing 095°(T),
distant 25 miles.

Towline of barge retrieved and connected to the ship's
new 1 3/4 inch towline by a swivel and towlng shackle.

Ahead 2/3 speed, increasing gradually to standard
speed of 11 knots (58,4 Tr.peis),= making about 9.4
knots over the ground,

Steady on base course 315°(T).

Sighted and exchanged challenges with one PBY plane,
bearing 345°(T).
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3l Oet., 1942 (Continued)

GeCuTs LJC.T,
0701 1801 Sunset.

0716 1816 Darkened ship. BOBOLINK took A/S patrol station
astern.

0900 2000 Ship's position 012° 42' 00" 5., 165Y 33' oO" E,

R. I. BAXTER, ‘W, F. DIETRICH,

Lieut. (82)(T), U.8.N,., Captain, U.S.N.,

Diarist. Commanding.,
-29-
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WAR DIARY

UsSeSe BELLATRIX

From: 1 Noveuber, 1942 To: 30 November, 1942.
0= 0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0m0=0=0=0=0=0=0m=0m0=0=0=0=0ml=OmlmOm0=0mO=0mO=0

1l Nov., 1942 Underway as TASK UNIT 62.4.5 on course 315(T).
Proceading at standard speed of 1l knots (59 r.pem.),
but making about 9 knots good over the ground,

with PAB Barge #6 in tow. Lscort O'BANNON patrol-
ling station approximately 2000 yards shead.
BOBOLINK patrolling astern about 2000 yards. S&hip
1s completely darkened and in Condition of Readi=-
ness III., Weather: sky about fifty percent

covered by clouds. Occasional rain squalls.,

Bright moonlisht when moon not obscured.

DESIGNATION: Unit of TASK FORCE SIXTY-TWO.
COMIQEITION: O'BANNON, BOBOLINK, BELLATKIX.

NEXT HIGHER ECHELON: Amphibious Yorces, Couth
Pacific Force.

GeCaTe L.CaT.
31 Oct.
1645 0345 Heavy rain squall. Visibility greatly decreased.

1725 oL25 Rein stopped.
1735 0435 Zet Condition I (Special).

1839 0539 Sunrise. BOBOLINK took her daylight A/S station
on port bow; O'BANNON on starboard bow.

1840 0540 ©Secured from Condition 1 (Special) set Condition
IlI. Lighted ship.

1613 0613 Destroyer reported radar contact with alrcraft
bearing 290(T)"

191, 0G6lL Bighted one Flying Fortress ovﬁ_lng 270(T),
parallel course, elevation about 10°,

sle ¥



Nove. l! 1942
Cle

GeCoT. L.C.Ts

2020
2026
2100
2113
0100

0600
0705
0720

0900

0720
0726
0800
0813
1200

1700
1805
1820

2000

(Continued)

Alroraft contaot range opened to 22 miles,
Radar screen reported clear.

ship's position: Lat. 11° 27' 30" 9,, Long. 164° 14' E,

Chanzed bhase ocourssa to 311(T).

Ship's position: Lat. 11° 03' 30" 5., Long. 163° 48" E,
DIBEance made good since noon Oct. 31, 1942, 183.6
mlles,

Chanzed base course to 297(7T).

Sunsetl,

Darkened ship; BOBOLINK took her night A/S station
astern and O'BANNON commenced patrol on both bows.

Ship's position: Lat., 10° 23' s,, Long. 162° 49' E,

=i



Nove 2, 1942 Underway as TASK UNIT 62.4.5 on course 297(T), standard
speed 11 knots, but nmaking about 9 knots good over the
ground. PAB barge #6 in tow., USo O'BANNON and BOBOU-
LINK acting as escort and anti-submarine screen.
O'*BANNON patrolling station appreximately 2000 yards
ahead, BOBOLINK patrolling astern about 2000 yards.
Shipe are fully darkened and in Readlnese Condition III.
Weather: Sky about 60% overcast by clouds; fair and
warm, with passing showers,

GeCaTe LeCoT,

Nove. 1

14,55 0155 Sighted ULAWA ISLAND bearing OLO(T), distant 6 miles,

1510 0210 Changed course to 284(T).

1536 0236 Changed course to 280(T).

1745 OL45 Set Condition I (Speclal).

1749 0449 Two planes (epparently Catalinas) sishted on port bow,
flying low with running lights on, bearing 165(T),
distant 4 miles.

1753 0453 Tlanes would not answer challenge. Last seen on
bearingz 317(T), distant 7 uiles.

1805 0505 Transport plane sighted on port bow bearing 170(7),
distant 3 miles, flying away from ship.

1820 0520 Slghted MARAMASIKE and SAN CRISTOBAL ISLANDS bearing
035(T) and 050(T), respectively, distant about 17
miles.

1830 0530 Kight tangent of MARAMASIKE ISLAND is bearing 075(T),
ungﬁfi?ht tangent of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND is bearing
176a(T) .

1843 0543 Sunrise., BOBOLINK took her daylisht A/S statlion on
port bow; O'BANNON on starboard bow,

1910 0610 Secured from Condition I(Speeial), set Condition III;
lishted ship.

1916 0616 Destroyer reported supersonic contaect with possible
submarine bearing 330(7T).

1917 0617 Changed course to left to 225(T), to evade submarine
aren,

1920 0620 Changed course further to left to 200(T), to evade
submarine area,
e 7{




ITOVO
1926

1927
1928

1942

1948

2015
2018
D 39
2041

2055
2100
2113
2114

2115
2128
2150

2207

2316

0626

0627
0628
0642

0648

0715
0718
0739
0741

0755
0800

0213
08l

cels
C828
0850

0907

1016

(Continued)

Radar contaect with planes bearing ~15(T), distant
15 miles, reported by destroyer.,

Destroyer annulled report on submarine contact.
Changed course to 325(7T).

Sighted high peak on MALAPA ISLAND bearing 249(T),
distant 11 miles.

Destroyer reports still has contact with two planes,
with bearing varying between 240 and 265, distant

1, to 17 miles,

Sighted NURA ISLAND bearing 313(7T), distant 12 miles.
Chansed base course to 315(T).

Sighted two planes, bearing 265(T).

Planes sighted were challenged and identified as
Douglas Treansports.

Sishted one plene bearing 170(T).
ship's position: Lat. 9% 36' s., 160° 58' &,

Sighted RUA ISLAND bearing 282 3/4 (T).

%ig?a} from escort: strange alreraft sizhted bearing
C(T) .

Our own cirecraft sighted, a Douglas Transport.
Chanzed course tc 295(T).

Radar contaot on plane bearing 250(T)s identified as
Douglas Transport.

RA ISLAND ebeam to port, beariny 205(T), distant
ls miles,

OCne fifteen-fathom shot of chain telen from the star-
board anchor chain, to have 1ln readiness for tOWing
PAD barge j/4 on return.

G



qov. 2, 1942 (Continued)
OV

GeCeTe L.C,.T,

2318

2332
2345
2353

Nov.
0000

0017
0022

0024
0035

0043
0100

0104
0114
0115

0126
0140

0158
0205

2

1018

1032
1045
1053

1100
1117
1122

1124

1135
1143
1200

1204
1214
1215

1226
1240

1259
1305

North tangent of RUA SURA ISLAND abeam to port,
distant 55 miles,

Sighted NUGU ISLAND, bearing 296(1), distant 17 miles,
Set Readiness Condition II.
Went to General Quarters, because of alert signal at
KUIUUL, reporting a number of unidentified plenes
signted coming from the Northwest.,
Cut in degaussing gear.
Changed course to 300(7T).
Hard right rudder. Flred one round 3" A.A. On an
unidentified plane, which suddenly came out of the
clouds almost overhead, but soon found to be an FLF,
Plane friendly. Resumed base course 300(T).
Secured from General Quarters, set Condition II.
Test fired #1 3" A.A. Gun,
Shif'a position: 9° 17' 4O" S., 160° 22° 30" E,.

stance made good since noon Nove 1, 1942, 234,.,5 miles,
Lntered SEALARK CHANNEL. Changed course to 270(T).
Changed base course to 255(T).
Changed base course to 251(T).

Destroyer signaled strange alreraft bearing 250(7),
which was recognized as friendly.

Changed course to 270(7T).
5izhted FULLER, ALCHIDA and IAJADA with A/E screen of

3 DD and 2 DMS on port bow bearing 240(T), just ®ast
of' LUNGA POINT.

Left SEALARK CHANNELS chenged course to 325(T).
Changed course to 344(T).

5w
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ggg. 2 1?#2 (Continued)

0207
024,244
0250

0254

0315-20
0327=-31

0245

0402
0405
0550

0555
0603

0615

0630
0649
0715

0725
0729

1307 Secured from Conditicn II, set Condition III.
1342-4) Slowed and then stopped engines.
1350 Pilot came aboard, and FC 239 lyinz off port bow.

1354, BOBOLINK cane alongslde port quarter to take over
towing PAB barge #6 .

1415-20 Built up speed to 15 knots, standard speed.

1427-31 Steering various courses, appronching TULAGI HAIBOIL,

1445 Stopped engines, Anchored in TULAGI JIARBOR in 27
fathoms of water, with 60 fathoms of chain to the port
anchor. Ship's head on anchoring: 300(T)j bvearings:
right tongent MAKAMBO ISLAND 021g{Tl rizht tangent

TULAGI ISLAND 300%(T), left tangent 7 GI ISLAND
164(T)+ Distance made good since 1200 25,0 miles.

1502 Commenced unloading operatlons.
1505 Marine working party of about 60 men came on board.

1650 liade preparations to disembark pasecngers and marine
working party.

1655 Comuenced heaving round on anchor chain.

1703 Underway from TULAGI HARBCOR on varlous courses at
various speeds conforming to channel, proceeding to
INDISPENSIBLE STRAIT, Standard speed 15 knots.

1715 Secured speelal sea deteils, set Condition III, UGS
Q'BANNCON acting as escort and anti-submarine screen.

1730 Sighted SOUTHARD escorting MAJABA; ALCHIBA escorted
by HOFKINS and WOODWORT!l, dead ahead, entering western
entrance to SEALARK CHANNEL.

1749 <Changed standard speed to 1l5.5 knots. Still proceeding
on various courses to INDISPENSIBLE STRAIT, via SEALARK
CHANNEL .

1815 ©Sunset.

1382y Larkened shipe

1829 Veloclity of wind increased to force 5; heavy rain
sguall set 1n, 7
-6- L]



OVe 2, 19.2 (Continued)

L] . L. L] .

0734
0745
0759
0802

0823

0829

0849
0856

0859

0900
0909
0945
1005

1009
1010
1040

1116

1834
1845
1859
1902

1923

1929

1949
1956
1959

2000
2009
2045
2105

2109

2110

2140

2216

Changed course to 090(T).
Rain squall ceased.
Changed standard speed to 15 knots.

Secured degaussing gear. Rain squall set in, visibillty
about zero.

Slowed to 2/3 speed, 10 knots. Durlng change os speed,
annunicator developed trouble and transemitted erroneous
orders to engine rocme A8 a result the engines were
turned over full speed astern for o few seconds., Now
using only revolution telegraph and telephone to trans-
mit orders to engine room., Lodt visual contact with

our escorting destroyer and could not make contact by
voice over TBY elither.

Raln squall ceased, but visibility only about 5,000
yards, VWind veloo{ty decreased to force 3.

Changed standard speed to 15.5 knots.

Changed standard speed to 16.5 knots.

Changed course to 134(T), on receiving despatch orders
from COLSOFPAC to retire South into the CORAL SEA.

(13 JAP destroyers were sishted by our planes durilng
thie alternoon about 135 miles due llorth cf EKUKUUN and
were expected to raid INDISIILNSIBLI STRAIT to cover a
troop landing East of KUKUULL )

Ship's position: Lat., 9° 18' 15" S., Long. 160° 39! 10" E.
Changed apead to l15.5 knots.

Changed course to 129(7).

Reestablished voice contact on TBY with O'BANNON, and
soon thereafter sighted escort on uearing 065(T),
distant 1} miles.

Changed course to 134(T).

NURA ISLAND sighted abeam to starboard, distance about
3 miles,

The SOUTHARD, which had lost her convoy (MAJABA), took
station on gort bow, while C'B.NIICN has taken station
on stasivoard dbow.

Changed course to 180(T). /4

(7 j




Nov, 3, 1942 Underway as TASK UNIT 62.4.5 on base course 180(T).
The O'B.INON and SOUTHARD acting as escorts. Standard
speed 15,5 knots. 8Ship campletely darkened and in
Readiness Condition IIl. Weather: passing squalls
and showers from the Southeast, Low visibility.

Nove 2.

G.CQT' LIC .T.

? The SOUTHARD left statlon as a voluntary escort and
reversed course,

1600 0300 Chansed base course to 134(T).

1633 0333 Changed course with escort to 315(7T), on receipt of
despatch orders from COMSOPAC for the TASK UNITS to
return to KUKUUM-TULAGI areas for unloading.

1747 0447 Set Condition I (Special).

1810 0510 Left tangent SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND bearing 035(7T).

1819 0519 ©Sighted USS ALCHIBA, HOFKINS and WOODWORTH on star-
board quarter, headlng on parallel course,

1841 0541 Changed course to 005(T).

1857 0557 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Lighted ship.

1901 0601 Sishted four ships bearins 246(T), distant 15 miles.

1935 0635 Rain squall, Viseibility decreased to 6000 yards for
Tive minutes.

2030 0730 &Sighted plane on starboard beam. Identifled as a B=17.

2037 0737 GSet Readiness Conditlon II.

2100 0800 Lhip's position: Late. 9° 52' 30" S., Longe 161° 04' E.

2133 0833 Changed base ocourse to 330(7T).

2154 0854 Changed course to 320(7). .

2210 0910 Reversed course to joln up with TASK UNIT 62.4.3, 0
as to enter SEALARK CHANNIL area with combined A/S
screen of three destroyers. Ivolutlon ocompleted at
0941, S/8 1548 kncts.

2242 0942 Changed course Lo J45(T).

2247 0947 Changed course to 320(T).
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Nove 2, 1?&2
.G. L] [N ]

2344
2345

2353

Nove 3
0003

0020
0032

0055
0100

0101
0136
0147
0156
0200

0207

0212

0214

0217

0225
0230

1041
1045
1051

1053

1103
1120
1132

1155
1200

1201
1236
1247
1256
1300

1307

1312
131
1317

1325
1320

(Continued)
Chanzed course to 310(T).
Slghted four Wildcat planes, bearins 04LO(T).

Right tangent NURA ISLAND abeeam to port, distant
4 miles,

Changed course to 293(T). Steering various courses
to closa In on ALCIIBA.

Steadied on base course 293(T).
Sigated one B=17 plane bearing 010(7).

gég?t)tangent RUA SURA ISLAND abeam to port bearing
T)e

Changed course to 303(T). Cut 1n degaussing gear,
Ship's position: Let. 9° 30! 30" 5., Longe 160° 34' E,
mjtjun_cg'mood since 1703 Nov. 2, 1942, 278.4 niles,
Changed course to 281(7T).

Chansed course to 270(T).

Lntered OBALARK CHANNEL,

Changed course to 265(7T).

General Quarterse. Observed 4AA fire over GUADALCANAL,
to the west of KUKUUNI airfield.

Apain observed antieailreraft fire from the beach. It
appeared to be Japanese AL fire directed against our
attacklng bombers.

Four Grummen VWildeat planes patrolling. One Dauntless
plane flyine low along: starboard side on A/S patrol.

Secured from General Quarters, sel Condition III.
Began preparing holds for unloading cargo.

Changed course to 335(7T). Left western entrance of
SEALARK CHANNEL,.

Changed course to 341(1).
Stationed speoial sea detalls.
. 78 /0.



Nov

Fele
0“58
0308

0319

0327
0332
0336

0600

0622
0651

0655

0700

0711

0712

0727
0735

1942

1358

1408
1419

1427
1432
1436

1700

1722
1751

1755

1800

1811
1812
1827
1835

(Continued)
Changed course to 013(T). Approaching TULAGI HARBOR.
Ahead 1/3 speed; turning left slowly.

Anchored in TULAGI H/uBOR in 24 fathomus of water witi
60 fathoms of chaln to the port anchor, uhip'a head
on anchoring 305(T); anchorage bearings: right tangent
TULAGI ISL.ND 302 3/4(T), REAR RANGE 0563(T), Distance
made good since 1200 24,0 miles

llarine working parties came aboard.,
Resumed unloading.

Three strip pontocn barge from top of /3 hold lowered
into water.

Statloned speclal sea detalls. llade preparations for
getting underway, to take a berth in the cove having
buoyed wreck,givlng protection to ship from possible
bombardment during hours of darkness,

Underway on various courses at various speeds.

Dropped port anchor in 19 fathoms of water, and
gradually easing out chain to 105 fathoms, Anchor
bearings: left tangent NORTH CENTRAL IOINT, TULAGI
I.;I.?N%J 144(T), left t angent MAKANBO I..-L.».ND (A4 Slipway)
095(T).

USS BOBOLINK pushed with her bow on our stardoard
quarter to assist in working stern toward beach in cove.
USS MAJABA standing into harbor.

BOBOLINK left starboard guarter and came alocngside port
quarter with dbow to stern to asslst in swingling stern
to port.,

USS O'BANNON standing into anchorage for the alght.
sunset.
Dorkened ship.

Dropped kedge anchor aft and let out 30 fathoms wire

cable while adjusting ship between her anchore by heaving

in on bower anchor tn 95 fathom marl at water's edge.

BOBOLLIK also droppea one obower ancior with 30 fathoms

of chain to asslst keeB ng stern toward beach. Shlip now

lyinp with heading 066 ( and only the forward part of
) » unprotected by hifl sloping down to point on

atérboard beam., ’
«10=- //



oy

?tc .T. L.CQT.

Nove 3
1803

1809
1810
1827
1831
18414

1847
1852
1857

1915
1940

2010
2030

2035
2040
2050
2154

0503
0509
0510
0527
0531
054l

0547
0552
0557

0615
0640

0710
0730

C735
0740
0750

0854

Moored bow and stern between anchors in the Northeast
cove of TULAGI ISLAND in 19 fathoms of water with 95
fathoms of chaln to the port anchor and 30 fathoms of
chaln to the kedge anchor., BOBOLII'K 1s moored port
slde to our port side with bow to stern, and with her
port bower anchor down with 30 fathome of chain, USS
YP239 is moored port side to our stnrboard slde,
Kedge anchor has been dropped aft.tokeep stern from
swinging. ©Ship 1s fully darkened uud in Readiness
Condition IIl.

Stationed speelal sea details,

Tested main engines; ready for getiing underway.
YP239 (CIIALLENGER) underway from alongside.
Commnenced welghing kedge anchor.

Weilghed port bower anchor.

Underway in TULAGI ARBOR to shift back to previous
anchorage. oSteered various courses at various speeds.

BOBOLINK underway from port side.

USS C'BAITION standing out to patrol off harbor entrance.
Anchored in TULAGI IIARBOR in 25 fathone of water with
60 fathoms of chaln to the port anchor. Ship's head
153(T); anchorage bearings: right tangent TULAGI ISLAND
290(1), left tangent TULAGI ISLAND 153(T), riszht tan-
gent MAKAMBO ISLAND 080(7).

TP239 secured to starboard side to fuel,

Resuned working UTB Squadron cargo from ;2 and 3 holds.
o boats have as yet come out fromu the besaoh,

FPirst boat arrived from the bheach.

llospltal detachment of 30 men on board for passage
left ship.

UoL ALCHIBA stood in and anchored at 0810,
USS MATABA underway.
S0 [IOPKILE and WOORONTH stood ir 2nd anchored at 0820.

Completed fueling YP239, having transferred 27,218
gallons fuel oil,
-1l= /&




liov 19 (Continued)

L]
3eCsTe L.CoT.,
2215 0915 7YP23% eway from alongeide.

Hz:zsh 1028 USS BOBOLINK eame alongside #1 and 2 holds to starboard.
Tove
0034 1134 VWent to General Quartera, Rec¢ flag up on TULACI signel
maatg indicating hostlile alrcraft in vicinlty. Formation

of 12 singlec scater pluanes reported approaching from
Northeast.

0051 1151 All clear signal shown from signal tower. Secured from
General (uarters, set Condition IV.

0102 1202 Red flag on signal mast on TULAGIj went to General
Quarters.

0117 1217 All clear signal on tower ashore; ceccured from General
Quarters and set Condition IV..

0123 1223 Welghing anchor to shift berth, due to drageging anchor
while hove short for General Quarterc.,

0128 1228 Anchor aweigh. Underway on various courses and speeds.

Cl3l 1231 Anchored in TULACI HAKBOX: anchorage bearings: right
tangent TULAGI ISLAND 296!T), left tangent MAKALEBO
ISLAND 022(T), right tangent MAKAMBC ICLAND 071(T).

0210 1310 Commenced holsting five repairable Tare FPrep boats
aboard.

0325 1425 DOBOLINK cast off lines, huving unloaded the last of
our LTB Squadron cargo onto her after waln deck in
order to prevent delay getting underway.

0352 1452 Ctationed gpeolal sea detalls.,

Q0355 1,55 Completed holsting aboard flve repalrable TP boats.

0402 1502 iorking party left ship.

0408 1508 Underway from TULAGI HAKRBOR at varlous speeds, steering
varlious ecurses conforuing to channel, proceedins to
sea., Standard speed 15 knots.

0420 1520 Cut in demaussing gefiT.

0428 1528 Changed course to 165(T). USS 0'BANNCH joined and took
station as escort and anti-submarine screen,

~12- /5
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Nove L, 1§g2 (Continued)
&

0L31

0459

0509
0511
0512
0546
0551
0555

C710
0715
0735
0836

0900
0928

1531

1559

1609
1611
1619
1646
1651
1655

1810
1815
1835
1936

2000
2028

Sighted several ships off LUNGA ROADG. With right tan-
gent of GAVUTU ISLAND bearing 034(T), TULAGI REAR RANGE
bearing 005(T), and BUNGANA ISLAND left tansent bearing
122(T), took departure and set basc course 165(T).
Standard speed 15 knots.

Changed course to 139(T), heading for YWestern Entrance
of SEALARK CHANNEL.

Changed course to 115(T), and entered SEALARK CHANNEL.,
Went to General Quarters.

Secured from General Quarters, set Condition III,

Changed course to 097(T), having cleared SEALARK CHANNEL.
Commenced zir=-zageging in accordance with FPlan j#1l4.

Exchanged calls with USS PENSACOLA, which was screenling
a Task Unit off AOLA BAY.

Secured degaussing gear.

Sunset, Darkened ship.

Changed base course to 132(7T), and ceased zig-zagsing.
By despetoh orders from CTF 62 proceeding NOUMEA, to
use redlecal change of base course at daylight an& after
dark while north of latitude fifteen.

Ship's position:Lat. 9° 34' 30" S., Long. 161° 00' 30" E,
Changed course to 180(71).

I



Nove 5, 1942 Underway on course 180(T)., Proceeding at standard
speed 15 knots, making about 1l4.3 knots good, USL
O'BANNON patrolling statlon 1000 yards ahead, acting
ag anti-submarine soreen. ©Shlp fully darkened and in
Readlness Conditlion III, Weather: dark night, sky
overcast; calm sea with slight breeze out of the
Hove 4 Southeast.
GeCueTe LoCuTe
1600 0300 Compmenced zlge-zagsing in aocordance with Plan #l4.

1605 C305 O'BANNON reported by volce a radar contaet with surface
craft bearing 215(T), distant 3.5 miles, and began
investigating contact.

1608 C308 Ceased zis-zageing and remained on present zlge-zag
course 146(7T).

1618 0318 g'Bi§NUN reports contact bearing 280(T), distant
miles,

1620 0320 O'BANNON reports radar screen 1s clear,- 1t 1s probable

thayv coutact was an enemy submarine that submerged on
approach of DD,

1624 0324 Resuned zig-zapgging, Plan /14, on leg 191(7T).
1040 0340 O'BaAllON resuried position as anti-submarine screen.
1747 0447 Set Conditlion I (Special).

1834 0534 Changed course radically to 136(T), as though heading
for ESPIRITU SANTOC.

18L7 0547 ©Sunrise,

1851 0551 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Conditlion II1I,
Lighted ship.

2100 0800 ghip's position: Lat, 15° 11 8., Long. 161° 30' 30" E,
Noeve 5
0100 1200 Ship's positlon: 13'35'3:120 48" 15" S,, Long. 162° 09*
Distance made good slnée departure, 150&, L Novenber,
1942, 287 miles.

0710 1810 Sunset, Darkened ship.

0800 1900 Ceased zip-zarzing and chanped hace course radically
to 193(7), heading for NOUMLA.

0900 2000 Ship's %sit;iom L. 14° 06* 30" s,, L. 163° 04' 30" E.
0912 2012 lucroused speed to 15.5 knots, § ;(/
-ll=- =L
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Nove 6, 1942 Underway on course 193(T), standard speed 15.5 knots.
USS O'BANNCH escorte Ship fully darkened and in
neadiness Condition III. Weather: clear, with
Nove 5 soattered clouds.
{.}.c .’I'l L.C.T.
1735 0435 3Set Condition I (Special).

1800 0500 Comumenced zlg-zagging in accordance with Flen ;lL.
1830 0530 Coumenced zig-zagging in aoccordance with Plan #11.

1835 0535 3Sunrise. oecured from Condition I (Speclial), set
Condition ITI., Lighted ship.

2000 0700 Changed bace course to 180(T).

21006 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 16° 51' 8., Lonz. 162° 22! E,

liov.,

0100 1200 gSaip's position: Lat. 17° 45' 30" 5., Long. 162° 14' E.
DIaEance made good since noon 5 Nov., 1942, 323.5 miles,

0101 1201 Changed hase course to 163(T), and continued zig-zagzing.
0500 1600 Changed base course to 155(T).

0720 1820 Sunset. Darkened ship.

0830 1930 Ceased zig-zagging and resuned dbase course.

0900 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 19° 32' 30" S., Long. 162° 43' E.



Hove 72 1942

Nove 6

‘:}Oc .'1'. L.C nTo

17C5

1720
1815
1820

1825
1900
2100
2256
2315
2327

2329
2330

Nov. 7
0100

0230

2L5
0247
0315
0343

0435
Oblely

CL05

04,20
0515

052

€535
0600
0800
0956
1015
1027

1029
1020
1200

1347
1415
1445
1535
Loah

Underway, with USS O'DANNON as escort, on course
145(T), proceeding at standard speed 15.5 knots.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condltion IIXL.

Changed course to 133(T), and commenced zig=-zagging
in accordance with Flan }ll.

Set Condition I (Special).
Sighted land abaft port beam, bearins 040(T).

Sunrise. OSecured from Condition I (Speolal), set
Conditlion III, Lighted ship.

Ceased zir=zageings and resuned base course 133(T).
Changed baze course to 125(T).

Ship's position: 21° 22' 15" 3,, Long. 164° 37' E,
Chanszed base course to 120(7).

O'B/ANNON testing armament.

Unidentified aireorart vearing 125(7), report by radar
contact made by escort.

Sighted one plane bearing 090(T).

Cignal from escort that plane icdentified as friendly.
Ship's poeition: Let. 22° 8' 8., Long. 165° 22' 30" E.
THE%EEEE"EEEE"EOOG since noon, Nove 6, 1942, 322 miles.
8;§?¥?ON reports radar contact on aircraft Learing

O'BANION reports radar ccontact on five planes bearing
033(T), distant 17 miles.

O'BANINON changed number of planes to "1",
Flane sighted bearing 180(7).
I'lane sighted bearing 09C(7).
Sighted AMEDEE LIGHTHOUSE bearing 106(T).

Chnanged course to 120(T).

16~ Tl




Nov, 7, lﬁi_l_ﬁ-” (Continued)
L‘.C. -

0516 1616 Stationed speclal sea details.

0517 1617 Cnanred course to 125(T).

0536 1636 Changed course to 050(T).

0543 1643 Entered BULARI PAS3AGE, aorthern entrance.

05L6 1646 Changed cource to 090(T).

0547 1647 TABU LIGHT abeam to port.

0550 1650 AMADEE ISL.ND LIGHT abeam to port, distant 600 yards,

0551 1651 Proceedins on various courses, conforning to channel,
leading to DUMBEA BAY, NOUKDA,

0654 1754 Beacon"R"aboam to starboard, distant 700 yards,
Steerin~ varlous courses, comling risht around ILE NCOU,
proceediuz into Great Roads anchorage, NOUNMEA, NEW
C/AJEDONIA,

0712 1812 Ahead 1/3 sreed,
Q713 18613 Jassing through antlesubmarine and torpadoc net.

0730 1630 Maneuverins on various courses and at verious speeds,
preparing to go alongslde US3 VESTAL.

0745 1845 Approachings TESTAL., (On first approach VESTAL was
unprepared for taking this vessel alongside, Due to
this, the current, and the fact that the harbor was
crowded, this ship had to cirele around USD MeCAWLEY
to make the second approach).

0757 1857 .4s VESTAL swung starn around to prevent second approach,
dropped starboard anchor, veered chain to 30 fathons
in a position astern of her, to ride into wind.

0821 1921 Underway, and secured along the starboard slde of the
VLSTAL 1n berth A-9, Greal Roads anchorage, NOULE.A,
NEW CALLDUNIA, using 6 manila hawsers.
Distance made good since 1200, 7L wliles,.

0848 1948 Secured wmain engines and speoclal sca detalls. Set
Condition of Rerdiness IV. .

-1 7- /‘ f,




loored as before, port side to starboard slde of
UJSS VESTAL 1In berth A-9, Great Roads snchorage,
NOULEA, NEW CALEDONIA, Undergoing fender overhaul.
Numerous U.S5. naval vesaela: merchant shlps and
tankers present, Ship is fully derkened and in
Readiness Condition Ille-A,

OVe 7
1735 0435 ©Secured from Condltion IIl-A, set Condision Iil,

1806 0505 Sunrise; lighted ship.
1900 0600 UsSS AlLENA belng towed out of harbor.

2030 0730 &Secured from Condition III, set Condition IV.

2115 0815 BSecond Lieutenant J. E. STEWART, U.le.lleCey Chief
Machinict J. e STEWART, U.S.N., and 12 enlisted
men of the navy and marine corps were sent to the
U.C.lMaval Dispeusary, NOUMEA, for further treatment
or further transfor.

2120 0820 USS I\nu.h..;AU. ﬁ.—llé. Bt&ndlﬂg in,

2330 1030 U35 BARTON and RUSSELL underway.

‘OOkS 1145 1In compliance with Comamphibforsopac¢ orders
AFP10/P16~4/0G, Lieutenant (Jjg) Jumes L. CARLIN,
UestiaNelley, reported on board for duty,

0305 1405 USS STACK atood in.

CLLO 1540 USSG BARTCN underway.

OL55 1555 USS JUNEAU and O'BANNON underway .

0515 1615 USZ ICRTLAND underway.

0620 1720 UsS NUCHES standing in.

2709 1809 Sunsete.

0717 1817 USS SHAW and merchantman standing in.

0724 182/, Darkened shilp.

-18- /7



Nove 9, 1942. Moored port side to starboard side of USS VESTAL,

»r
,'lcv. 8

= r m T 3 ™
welbo'lle ool o

1735
1806
2030
&35

2355
flove 9
CC22
O4U5
015
0710
0725

0435
0506
0730
C935

1055
1122
1505
1715
1810
1825

in berth A-Y, Great Noads Anchorage, NOUMEA, NEW
CALLDUNTIAs Undergoling Tender repairs. Ship fully
darkened and in Readineass Condition 1ll=A.

Set resular Coadition IIIX,

Lighted ehip.

Set Condition of Readiness IV.

Machinist A. T. POST, U.S.l., and soting Pay Clerk
Le Co B/NNICSTER, UesSelle, were detached to Naval
Dispensary, NOUMEA, for treatment,

USS DELFHINUS stood in and anchored.

USS ROCHAUBEAU stood 1in and anchored.

USS NASCAU underwey.

U3S SHAW staading in.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

&0,




llove 10, 1942 Ilicored as before, port side to starboard side of
USO VESTAL in Berth A-9, Great Roads Anchorage,
HNOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA. Underzoi:i:; feander repelrs.
Numerous U. 5. llavel vessels, merchant ships and
tankers present. Shilp fully darkened and in
Readiness Condition IV,

Nove 9

‘:'QU.T. L.C.l‘.

1735 0,35 Secured from Condltion IV, and set resular
Coundition of Readiness 11l.

1805 0505 OSunrise. Lighted ship.
2030 0730 UsSS COMTORT stood in and anchoredes vecured fron
Condition III, set Condltlon IV,
Nove 10
0310 1410 USE DALE standing in.
0335 1635 UsSE KITTY HAWK staanding in.

0400 1500 UsSS SPERRY standing ocut. USo BilllAl, WALXE and
NUSTIN standing in.

0445 1545 UsSS MAMAN standing out.
0711 1811 Sunset.
0726 1826  Darkened ship.



Hov, 11, 1942, Moored port side toc starboard eside of USS VESTAL
in berth A=-9, Great Roads Anchoragse, NOUMEA, NEW
CALEDONTIA. Underpgoling fender overhiaul, ohip is
fully darkened and in Readiness Condition IV,

Nove.e 10

FeC .'I.'. L.C oTc

1738 0435 ©Set Conditisa IXI.

180¢ 0305 Sunrisc I

1808 0508 USS ENTLLIKISL underway.

1933 0933 USS S0UTH DAXOTA underway.

2005 Q705 USS LASSEN underway .

2030 0730 ©Set Readiness Gogdition IV.

2208 0908 USS DALE underway.

2230 0930 US: KEMNIORE stood in.

2320 1020 Second Llieutenant Thecvdore A. FETRAS, U,S5.4.C.,
reported cboard with 23 enlisted 'larine Corps
personnel for transportation, in accordance with

verbal orvders of the Commanding General, Flrst
Marine Division, F.M.F.

2325 1025 Tranaferred 1 enlisted man to UGS "IIITNEY for
further transfer as assignel by Comseronsopac.
Nov, 11

0025 1125 Captain G, H. PARRISH, (APM), U.S..C., reported
abcard for transportation.

0030 1130 USS KITTY HAWK underway.
0110 1210 USS WASHINGTON underway.
0.:225 1325 USS HUGHES stending in.

0400 1500 Recelived on board 6 enlisted personnel for
transportation,

0712 1812 ©Suaset.
0727 1827 Darkened ship.

0745 1845 YMachinfst D. V. CHAMPAGNE, U.S5.N., reported on
board for duty.

-21- 22,




Nov, 12, 1942 Moored as before, port side to starvoard slde of
USE VADTAL in berth A-9, Great Roads Anchorage
NOUI,L., CALEDCNIA, Numerous U. o. daval vesseis,
merchant ships and tankers present. Ship fully
darkened and Readiness Condition IV.

Nove 11

GeCoeTe LoCaTs
1735 0435 Secured frou Condition IV, set Condition III,
1805 0505 Sunrise, Lighted ship.

1936 0636 UsSS VESTAL underway fram our port side, shifting
berth.

2100 0800 Sccured from Condition ITI, set Condition IV.
Exercised at Fire Drill, fire at casoline stowage.

2110 0810 Secured frowm Fire Drill.
2111 0811 Uss WILLIAA WARD BURROUGHS standing in.,

2115 0815 [Ixerclsed at Collision Drill, collislon at port
slde /3 hatch,

2119 0819 Exercised at Abandon Ship Drill, liethed "C".
2124 0824 Yecured from Abandon Ship Drill.
2125 0825 Exercised at Away Fire and Resoue Drill.
2145 0845 OCecured from Flre and Rescue Lrill,
2147 0847 Retreat from Emergency Drilla.
2220 0920 UsS3 VAN DYKE standing in.
Nov, 12
OLLS 1545 UsSs UOLACE standing in,
0520 1620 USS DLLFHINUS standing out.

0535 1635 Stationed special sea details, and made preparations
for gettling underway.

0603 1703 Commenced weighing anchor.

0610 1710 Underway in compliance with Comsopac despatch
120102 of November, 1942, at varicus speeds and on ,
various courses corforming to the chamnnel, proccedlng
10 seae Jlandard speed Lje< Knoto,
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Nove 12E 12#2 (Continued)

0644 1744 Chanpged speed to 15 knots. Ahead standard speed.
0648 1748 ©Set Readiness Condition III.

0711 1811 Fire in switch box in #2 hold. Sounded Fire
Quarters.

0712 1812 Fire extinguished.

0713 1813 Sunset.

0715 1815 Secured from Fire Quarters. USS NICHOLAS astern,
distant 5 miles, coming up to take position as
escort.

0727 1827 Darkened ship.

0741 1841 THISBEE SHOAL buoy abeam to port, distant ,LOO yards.

0754 1854 Passed AMEDEE LIGHT abeam to s tarboard, bearing 227(T).
Chanzed course to 220(T), turning around AMEDEE LIGHT.

0807 1907 Passed through northern entrance of BULARI PASSAGE
on course 230(T).

0815 1915 Commenced zlg~zagging in accordance with Plan #14.
Secured speclial sea detaills.

0900 2000 Ceased zig=-zagging; changed base course to 159(T).



Nove 1 1942
Nove, 12

GeCoTe LeCa.T.
1314 0014
1315 0015
1320 0020
1600 0300
1655 0355
1700 0400
1750 0450
1809 0509
1844  O544
2023 0723
2031 0731
2040 0740
2100 0800
22L5 0945
2257 0957
2300 1000

Underway on course 1l59(T); proceeding at standard
speed of 1ll.6 knots., Ship fully darkened and in
Readiness Condition IIl. USS NICHOLAS acting as
escort, and patrolling station approximately 1000
yards ahead.,

Escort reports surface contact bearins 042(T),
distant 17,000 yards.
Latest report: 042(T), 16,000 yards.

Last bearing on surface contact 030(T), distant
17,000 yards,

NICHOLAS reversing course, proceeding on duty
assigned.

Set Condition I (Special).

Commenced zip-zagsing in accordence with Plan #14.
Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition Il1I.
Changed zig=-zag Flan from /14 to /8.

Sighted dark objJect in water, bearing 095(T); appears
to be a life raft.

Hard left rudder to course 040(T); maneuvering to
investigate.

On investigating found two life rafts secured to-
gether, nelther one contalning persons, though
blankets and other gear were noted.,

Vent right to base course 159(T), and resumed zig-
zagging.

Sg%p'a ggaltion: Lat. 24° 39' 30" S., Long. 167°

Comuenced firing #4 3-inch gun for test purposes.
Completed test firing.

Set cloocks ahead one hour to conform to minus 12
time zone.

Y e




Nove 13, 1942 (Continued)
.LI. ™ Lol
0000 1200 Ship's position:  25° 11' 15" S., Long. 167° 13' 43" E.
ﬁIsEanoe made good since departure, 1710, Nov., 12,
1942, 187.7 miles. Increased speed to 15.2 knots.
0515 1715 Changed base course to 142(T).
0600 1800 Chansed standard speed to 15 knots.,

0713 1913 Sunset, Darkened ship.

0800 2000 Sgip'a position: Lat. 26° 37' 00" S., Long. 167°

0830 2030 Changed base course to 172(7T).
1115 2315 Ceased zig=-zagging, and changed base course to 159({T).



Nove 14, 1942, Underway, on course 159(T), at standard speed of

Nove 13

GeCuTs LaC.T.

1650
1700
1746
1752
2000

2152

2243
Nove 14
0000

0717
0800

0826

0450
0500
0546
0552
0800

0952

1043
1200

1917
2000

2026

15 knots. ©Ship fully darkened and in Readiness
Condition III.

Set Condition I (Special).

Commenced zig=zagging in accordance with Plan /8.
Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Secured from Conditlion I (Special), set Condition III.

ship's position: Lat. 29° 16' 00" s., Long. 168°
SEI 3611 X, ——

Commenced firing target practice with 20 m.m. guns,
ueing balloons.

Completed target practice,
Ship's position: Lat. 30° 02' CC" S., Long. 169°
e

Distance made good since noon, Nov, 13, 1942,
313 miles.

Sunset. Darkened ship.

ship's position: Lat. 31° 36' C0" 5., Long. 169°

Changed standard speed to 14 knots,
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love 1

Nove 14

GlGaT. L.CIT.

1232
1630

1728
1730
1734
2000

Hovs 15
0000

0022
0051
0718
0800

P 8

0032
04,30

0528
0530
0534
0800

1200

1222
1251
1918
2000

Underway, on base course 159(T), zig-zagging in
accordance with Plan #8. Standard speed 14 knots.
Ship 1s fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III.
Ceased zlg-zaggling and resumed base course.

Set Condition I (Special). Resumed zig-zagglag in
accordance with Plan #8.

Sunrise, Lighted ship.
Sacured from Condition I (Special), set Conditlon III.
Changed standard speed to l1l3.2 knotc.

Ship's position: Lat. 34° 02' 00" S., Long. 170°
" K.

Ship's position: Lat. 34° 43' 30" S., Longe 171°
Liw

Distance made good since noon,November 14, 1942,
303.,7 miles.

Conduoted steering casualty drill,
Changed zig-zag Plan from #8 to /30.
Sunset. Darkenod ship.

%%12'3 Eﬁﬁitiogz Lat., 36° 01' 30" S., Long. 171°

p24




Nove 16, 1942

Nove 15
L}.U.T. LOG.T.
1610 0410
1711 0511
1713 0513
1719 0519
2000 c800
2022 0822
2315 1115
Nove 16
0000 1200
Q003 1203
0028 1228
0104 1204
0108 1308
0112 1312
0134 1334
0254 1454
0315 1515

Underway, on base course 159(T), zig-zagging in
accordance with Plan ;30. Proceceding at standard
speed of 13.2 knots. Ship fully darkcned and in
Readiness Condition III.

Set Conditlon I (Speocial).

Sunrise, ILighted ship.

Exchanged challenges with one New Zealand patrol
bomber, a Hudson type plane.

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.

Hudson patrol plane returned and oirolad ship several
times, and furnishing alr coverage for this vessel.

Ship's position: Lat. 37° 58' 15" S., Long. 172°
L

Increased speed tc 13.4 knots.
A second Hudson patrol bomber now flying in vicinity,

to relieve the first one in furnishing alr coverage
for thils vessel.

ship's pﬁﬂitiog; Lat. 38° 35' 00" 5., Longe. 173°

. '
Distance made good since noon, Nov. 15, 1942,
251,11 mlles.,

Sighted land, apparently MOUNT EGMONI, bearing 138(T),
distant 50 miles.,

Changed base course to 165(T).

Exerclsed at Fire Quarters; fire in boats on /1 hatoh.
Seoured from Fire Quarters.

Secured from Emergency Drills,

S8ighted SUGAR LOAF ISLAND, bearing 117(7T), distant
32 miles,

Sighted CAPE EGLIONT LIGHT bearing 136-30(Tg£ d%atan
17.5 miles. Commenced rigglng pfiravanes Ior streamlng.

Changed zig=-zag Plan to #34.

-28-
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govg 16E 12#2 (Continued)
e @ [ ] oin

0353
0402

0409
0412

0414
0420
to
0602
0614

0620

0621

0631

0636
0637
0722

0737
0800

1026
1100

1552
1602

1609
1612

1614

1620
to
1802
1814

1820
1821
1831

1836
1837
1922

1937
2000

2226
2300

Chanzed course to 180(T).

Slowed to 1/3 speed, and commenced streaming
paravanes.

Paravanes streamed; increased to s tandard speed.

Changed speed to 1/33 port paravane not streaming
properly.

Stopped engines, to take paravanes on board for
restreaning.

Froceeding at varlous spoeeds on various courses
necessary to restream paravanes, LExerclise com-
pleted at 1814, having proved a fallure due appar=-
ently to the paravane inhauls being too short.

shead slow, and commenced zig=-zagszing 1ln accordance
with Plan ;720.

Ahead 2/3 speed.
Ahead standard speed, 13.5 knots.

Slowsed to 1/3 speed in order to gel the shoe of the
paravane gear up.

Ahead 2/3 speed.
Ahead atandard speed.
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's gﬁsit;on: Lat. 39° 44' 00" 3., Long. 173°

Sighted STEPHENS ISLAND LIGHT bearing 184(T).

Sighted ship bearing 085(T), on parallel course,
well clear,

SO,




Nov, 17, 1942 Underway, on base course 151(T), standard speed
13.6 knots; zig=zagging in accordance with Plan #20.
Ship fully darkened and in Readiness Condition III,

Nov, 16

IL}.C"I’. Llc.Tl

1247 0047 Sighted a ship on the starboard quarter, bearing

325(T), on opposite parallel course. Ship dl1d not
answer challenge.

1308 0108 Cenged ! lg=-zagging and resumned base course.

1,06 0206 Sighted BROTHERS LIGHT bearing 193(T), distant 18
miles,.

1452 0252 Gha?g?d course to 194(T); BROTIERS LIGHT bearing
215(T) .

1549 0349 BROTHERS LIGHT abeam, bearing 284(T), distant
approxinately 53 miles.

1601 0401 Sipghted a ship showlng running lighte on starboard
beam, Ohip on parallel course., Turned on our own
running lights.

1604 O4O4  Turned off running llghts.

1632 0,32 With BROTHERS LIGHT bearing 334(T), distant 10,5
miles, cheanged course to 165(7)., Sighted KALORI
ROCK LIGHT bearing 123(T), distant 7 miles.

1651 0451 Sunrise, Lighted ship.

1653 0453 Changed course to 120(T).

1725 0525 Cut in degaussing gear.

1733 0533 With KARORI ROCK LIGHT bearing 346(T), distant 5.5
miles, changed course to 090(T).

1738 0538 Stationed special sea detalls.

1740 0540 Changed course to 059(T).

1745 0545 Steering various courses, conformingz to swept chan-
nel, approaching PORT NI&HOLSON, WELLINGTON,
NEW ZEALAND,

1807 0607 BARING HEAD ROCK abeam to starboard.

1813 0613 Stopped engines.
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Nove 1
relbels

1816

1820
1825

1830
1843
1845

1904
1908
1909
1914

1922
1935

2130
2135

2207

2226

1
LeUad
0616

0620
0625

0630
0643

0645

0704
0708
0709
0714

0722
0735

0930
0935

1007

1026

2 (Continued)

Lieut, R, E. SUCKLING,RNZNR, came aboard. Ahead
2/3 speedj pilot SUCKLING at the conn, Froceeded
into FORT NICHOLSON.

Ahead standard speed,

PENCARKOW HEAD LIGHT abeam to starboard, distant
200 yards.

Ahead 1/3 speed.
Pillot left the ship.

Ahead standard speed. Proceeded to anchorage in
LAVBTON HARBOR.

HALSWELL POINT LIGHT abeam to port, distant 700 yards.
Ahead 1/3 spead.

JERNINGHAM POINT LIGHT abeam to port, distant 1 mile.
Anchored in LAMBTON HARBOR, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND,
in berth A=2, in 15 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms
of chain to the starboard anchor. ©Ship's head
340(T)e Anchorage bearings: JERNINGILAM POINT LIGHT
185(T), HALSWELL POINT LIGHT 130%(T), SOMES ISLAND
LIGHT 0753(T). Distance made sood since 1200, Nov.
16, 1942, 203 miles,

Secured degaussing gear.

Secured special sea detalls and main englnes.,
Secured from Condition III, set Condition IV.

Pilot MeLEOD came aboard.

Stationed special sea detalls, and made preparations
for getting underway.

Underway from berth A-2, at various speeds on varilous
courses, gzoing alonsside AOTEA QUAY, WELLINGTON, NEW
ZEALAND, Standard speed 14 knots.

Let go port anchor. Veered to 15 fathoms., WARPING
in to quay.
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Nove 17, 12#2

G-G.l- choj.
2237 1037
2258 1058
2300 1100
2315 1115

Nove. 17
0030 1230
0722 1922
0737 1937

(Continued)

Moored starboard side to AOTEA Uy, with six
manila lines.

secured main enzines and speclal sea detalls.

The Ass't, Material Officer, Lt-Cdre E.T.COENE,
E=V(G), ond Lt=Cdr. EARNSHAW (8), RellsZ.Navy, came
aboard to go over repalr work necessery during
period in port while overhaullng main engineerlng
plant and hull work 1o danaged bottom, caused by
near niss bomb.

Received 2 reamp lighters, and 1 TP boat, for working
purposes, etc.

seven enlisted personnel left ship in accordance
with thelr basic orders.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.




Nove 18, 1942 Llioored starboard side to AOTEA QUAY, WELLINGTON,
NeZs, with 6 manila lines. No., 1 generator in
use for auxiliary purposes; waste heat boiler, oll-
fired, for heating and galley use. Ship fully dar-
kened and in Readliness Condition 1V. Ships present:
USS AMERICAN LEGION, BELLATRIX (SOPA), and various
merchant craft.

Nove 17
G.G.Tl L.Gl'l'l
1650 OL50 Sunrise, Lighted ship.

22305 " 1105 AVERICAN LEGION underway and standling out of harbor.
Nove 1
0350 1550 Iriletl . L. OUCKLING came aboard, Stationed special
sea details,

0355 1555 lavigatlon and englneering departiients report ready
for petting underway.

0412 1612 Underway from AOTEA QUAY, pllot at the conn, the
Captaln, Executive Officer and liavigator on the
bridpe, on various courses and epeeds proceeding to
JUBILEL DKY-DOCK. Conn is on tlhie upper bridge.
Standard speed 14 knots (75 TepPelle)e

0418 1618 Harbor tug S.T.TOIA alongside starboard side to
asslst ship in entering dry=dock.

0429 1629 Dry-dock reported ready to recelve ship.

OL4é 1646  Both bow lines over and made fast to end of JUBILEE
DRY - JI}C’CK.

0451 1651 While the Pilot's launch was proceeding to the stern
to run a port stern line to one of the dolphins,
the Pilot ordered "1/3 astern”, the wind at the time
belrng SW force 3, with the Tug TCIA on the starboard
side keeping the shlip to windward. Percelving no
reduction but rather an increase in headway, the
Pilot ordered "2/3 astern"™ and then "full astern”.
Then, reallzing that the motore and propeller had
been zoing ahead, the Pilot ordered "stop". The
Conmanding Officer observed that the annunciator
ancwered all orders correctly. The JV talker on the
brid§e was also direocted to repeat each of the orders
"full astern®, end later "stop®, to the engine roam,
which he carrled out. The Excoutive Officer guiokl
called the engine roam by magneto hand phone from the
wheelhouse and, having seen that the revolution in-
dicator dial indicated "ahead", so informed the

enginecr oHRi°Thatbd: 188" ¢ R0 A, irmedtately,
-33- 2 ,/




Nov. 18, 1942 (Continued). The backing came toc late and did
not prevent the ship coming in contact with the
wharf off from which the JUBILEL DOCK lles, doing
slight damage to the conocrete coping of the wharf
for a distance of about ten (10) feet, zlancing
off and striking the hinge of the outer support
boom to the dock and shearing it. The stem of
the BIELLATRIX had a gouge of about seven (/, feet,
to a depth of about forty-six inches, with an
additional six foot of the stem bent - in varying
distances.

G’OCOT. LOGOT.

0452 1652 Stern line made fast to dolphin. 5acked away from
dock sill.

0500 1700 Ship stopped and moored temporarily to await further
docking orders.

0517 1717 Underway from dry-dock on various coursenr and speeds,
awalting berthing assignment from Harbour liaster,
whe must have motten erroneous information that the
dry-dock was unable to continue dcecking ship.

2525 1725 Received orders to proceed to KING'S WHARF #3.

0540 1740 Tug S.T.TOIA cast off from starboard side..

054¢& 1748 Tug S.T.TOIA alongside to starboard to assist
maneuvering ship.

0611 1811 IMoored port side to eastern side of KING'S WHARF
#3, WELLINGTON, N.Z., with six manila lines.

0621 1821 Tug S.T.TOIA cast off, duty completed.

0626 1826 ©Secured special sea details.
The Commanding Officer, as senlor officer present
afloat, immediately ordered an investigation to be
made by the Executive Officer, Lieut-Comdr., J. F.
GRUBE, U.S.Navy, as to the facte in the case of the
collision with the dock.

0645 1845 Pillot R.E.SUCKLING left ship.

0723 1923 Sunset.

0738 1938 Darkened ship.
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Nov. 19, 1942, Moored port side to KING'S WHARF /'3, WELLINGTON,

Nov. 18

Nediey, with oix manile lines. Noe. 1 generator in
use for auxiliary purposes; waste-heat boiler
oill-fired, for heating and galley use. Ship is
fully darkened and in Readlness Condition 1V.
Ships present: BILLATRIX and varlous merchant
craft of the UNITED NATICNG.

+eCoTe LoC,Te
1649 449 sunrlse. Lighted ship.

2300 1100

nl.

The report of the Investigation conducted dy Lieut-
Comdr, J. ¥F. GRUBE, U-Sol‘avy, in connection with
the collision with the wharf yecsterday is as
follows:

In accordance with reference (a), I have this date

completed a thorough investigation into the circumstances con-
nected with the fallure of the Englneer Department to answer

annunciator

11'2.

correctly on the afternocon of November 18, 1942.,"

Having thoroughly inquired intc 21l the facts and

circumstances connected with the allegations contailned in ref-

erence (a),

(a)

(b)

(e)

(a,

(e)

(f)

I deew the following facts to be established.

That the pilot, Mr. SUCKLING, hendled the ship in
a very satisfactory manner, poyin: due regard to
wind, tide and avallable power of the ship's plant.

That the pillot was not at fault for the damage that
resulted fron the collislon with the wharf and dock
supporting boom,

That one engine wvas out cf comulssion for overhaul
purposes and that maximum speed avallable on the
cther engine was about ten knots.

That all orders to the engine room given by the pilot
were transmitted to the engine rcom correctly and
were recelved correctly by the throttleman in the
eusine room,

That the engine was going ahead when the engine order
telogiaph chowed one-third astern, two-thlrds astern
and full astern.

That as a result of the engine coling ahead instead of
nstern the ship struek the whorf onposite the dry-dock,
glancing off ana strikiag the ocuter support boom of
the JULLLEE DOCK, shearing off 1ts hinge connection.
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Nov, 19, 1942 (Continued)

(g) That the throttleman, P.E.BENNETT, machinist's
nate, second class, U.S.N., was inefficlent in
the performance of hls duties in that the re-
versing gear was in the ahead position instead
of the reverse position, No -diseiplinary action
other than a warning i& recommended,."

GeCoTe L.C.Te
0015 1215 USS FULLER standing in.

Goz25 1225 Pilot R.L.SUCKLING came aboard.

0026 1226 Began making preparations for getting underway.
Navigation department raported ready for getting
underway, and englnecring department reported
ready at 1238.

oOL5 1245 FULLER docked at AOTEA QUAY. ULl displaying
Ol a pennant.
0110 1310 Tug S«TeTOIA came alongside to starboard.

0119 1319 Underway from KING'S WHARF #3, pilot at the conn,
the Captain, Executive Officer and Navigator on the
bridges FProceeding at wvarious speeds on various
courses to JUBILEE dry-dock.

0200 1400 lioored; line from our port bow made fast to dolphin.

0203 1,03 Line from starboard bow over and made fast to end
of dry-dock.

0206 1406 ©Stern line made fast to dolphin. Proceeding to
warp ship into dry-dock.

0226 1426 Bow crossed dry=-dock sill, entering JUBILEE dry-dock.

0302 1502 1In position in JUBILEE dry-docke.

0307 1507 ©Secured special sea details and main engines.

0400 1600 Workmen from the Willlam CABLE Company started work
on ship's hull, between frames 37 to 49 on starboard
quarter, involving the removal of Elating from the
turn of the billge for a vertical distance of twenty
feet, in order to strailghten framing and longitudinal,
and substitute new shell plating therefor.

0729 1929 Sunset. Darkened ship.



Nove 20, 1942

Hov. 19

m

~

-
el 8 R T

1648
2358

04L8
1158

Mov. 20

0725

lov, 21, 1942
OVe

GeCeTe L
1647

Nove 21
0726

Nov, 22, 1942
0";' [ ] "

1647
2005

2100
2300

2320
Nove 22
0230

0727

N
OV._ e
1646
Nove. 22
0728

1925

.C.rl‘.
0447

1926

OLLT
0805

0900
11C0

1120
1430
1927
1942
0446
1928

In JUBILEE DRY-DOCK, WELLINGTON, N.%e No. 2
generater in use for auxiliary purposes; waste-
heat boller, oll-fired, for eating and galley use.
Ship 1s fully darkened and Readiness Condition IV,
Ships present: USS FULLER (SOPA), BULLATRIX and
various craft of the UNITED NATICHNS,.

Sunrise, Lighted ship.

Captain JEFFRIES, R.N.Z.Navy, pald an offlcial
visit tc the Captaln, and left the shlp at 1246,

Sunset. Daxrkened ship.

In JUBILEE DRY-DOCK as before.

Sunrise. Lishted shlp.

Sunset. Darkened ship.

In'J'UBILE.'E. DilY=DOCK as before.
Sunrise, Lighted ship.

Chaplain H., GASCOIGNE, R.N.Z.,ll., came on board to
hold divine services.

Held divine services (CATHOLIC 1ASS) in mess hall,

S/S PRESIDENT MONROE, U.S.merchant, stood in and
moored to AOTEA (UJAY.

$/8 WELTEBREDEN, Duteh merchant, stood in and moored.
S5/5 BRASTAGI, Duteh merchant, stood out of harbor.
Sunset., Darkened ship.

In JUBILEFY DRY=-DOCK as before.

Sunrise, Lighted ship.

Sunsets Darkened ship.
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Hove 2k, 1942 In JUBILE. DRY-DOCK as before.
10V e
[‘:'.C .‘r. L.C lll..
1646 O4L46  Sunriss. Lighted ship.
Nove 24
0729 1929 Sunsel. Darkened ship.

In JUBILEE DRY=DOCK as before.

1505 0305 |lachine gun bursts fired frou bow of the FULLERS
sounded llke .3C cal, There werc nov tracors, but
bursts seemed to be fired 1a thec alr.

1540 0340 Harbor Iolice Patrol investlgetbtiag the doocks.

1600 0400 Report on firing from FULLER indicated a «45 cal.,
LG was used, as .45 cal. shells were found on
her deck.

1645 O4L5 Sunrise, Lighted ship.
lNove 25
0730 1930 Sunset., Darkened ship.

Nove 26, 1942 In JUBILE:L DRY-DOCK as before,
?{O’Vo -z;.

1645 0445 Sunrise., Lighted ship.
Nove 26

0746 1946 Sunset. Darkened ship.

oV, 2%. 1942 In JUBILEL DRY=-DOCK as before.
OV

1644 O444  Sunrise, Lighted ship.

2305 1105 FERILANDES, willianm Daey CeFhold,, Unf‘.?i.lﬂ.. was trans-
ferred thls date to the U.S.Naval Hospital, Mobile
#6, Tfor treatment,.
Nov, 27
0600 1800 S/3 AQUITANIA (British) stood in to docks.

0732 1932 Sunset. Darkened ship.
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gov, é&. 1942 In JUBILEE DRY-DOCK as before.
OV

GeCoeTe LoCaTe

1644  O44L  Sunrise, Lighted ship.
Nov, 28

0734 1934 Sunset. Darkened ship.

I 29, 1942 In JUBILEE DRY-DOCK as before.
OVe
1644 Ou44  Sunrise. Lighted ship.
Nove 29
0215 1415 USS MeCAWLEY standing in, and moored port side to
AOTEA QUAY at 1440,

0734 1934 Suneet, Darkened ship.

oY 0 G In JUBILEL DRY-DOCK as before. Ship fully dare
kened and in Readiness Condition IV. Ships
present: USS FULLER (SOPA), MeCAWLEY, BELLATRIX
and various oraft of the UNITED NATIONS.
Nove 29
1643 0443 Sunrise, Lighted ship.

N230530 1105 &S/8 ISAAC COLES (U.S. merchant) stoed in.
ov
0756 1936 Sunset. Darkened ship.

R. C, DOOLEY, We Fo DIETICIGH'
Liout-cundr.. U.SelNeRs, Captain U.SNavy,
Diarist. Commanding.
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Nl DIARY

UebeSe BELLATRIX.

From: 1 Deoember, 1942 To: 31 Deommber, 1942.

0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0~0=0=0-0




Colulefe]lwDelaliaT=]wi=L

NAR _DIAKX
UsS.83e BELLATRIX,

From: 1 December, 1942 Te: 31 Deeembder, 1942.

0= 0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0~0=0=0 =0~ 0~0=0~0

DESIGNATION OF TEE UNIT: Division 4.
DESIGNATION NEXT HIGHER BCHELON: Anphidvious Foroe.
MAJOR FORCE TO WHICH ATTACHED: South Pacifie Foroe.

Dec, 1, 1942 In JUBILEE dry-doek, WELLINGTON, N.Zi. Ne. 2
generator in use for auxilliary purposes; waste-heat
boiler, oil-fired, for heating ngl-nnq use. Ship
rully darkened and in Readiness tion IV. Ships
present: USS FULLER (S0PA), BELLATHIX and various
merohant oreft of the UNITED NATIONS, Ship is in
dry-dock for repairs to damaged hull as as for

. 2% pericdie cleaning of bottam. COrew is palnting ship.

ov.

GeCeTe LoCuTe

2115 0915 Showed AA tracer fire contrel films ia the mess hall,
. on loan from the RNZ Navy.
Lec.

0300 1500 HMNZS ACHILLES stood into harbdor and moored to
ADTEA QUAY,

> o

2145 0945 USS MIZAR stood Llato hardor aand anchored.
2345 1145 USS CUMMINGS steod into harbor aad anochored.

Deo, 2
ocC 1215 Observed slight earthquake shooks,..u apprexinstely
i’ 30 seconds, ua—pum--:mwhuu
viceinity appareamt.

0205 1405 IDMIZS AHILLES underway and standing out.
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e g, Comeimed

0255 1555

ey

1910 0710
2100 0900

Dec, J
0100 1300
0320 1520
0335 1535

g

§ &
%3

Bt

CUMMINGS wunde mmm berth, and moored to
AOTEA QUAY at 15

MIZAR underway and standing out.

Twenty men from second division, in charge of

Lieut, CHASE VAN VALKENHBURG, reported to the AIR
QUMNERY SCHOOL AA dome of the R,N,Z.N.,H., on PIFITEA
WHARF, for AA firing practice.

'ﬂnn:y :GJI rr;-Pumd uuuu.“a.n ‘g. of

ou g) oFoHYAN, reported GUNNERY
SCHOOL AA DOME of the ReN.Z.N.R., on FIPITEA WHARY,

for AA firing watlu.

S8/8 FRESIDENT MONROE (U.S5.), underway and standing out.

CUMMINGS underway and standing out.
Ne remarks,

Fifteen men from second dﬂtlu, An oharge of

Lieut, CHASE VAN VALXEMBURG, reported to the AIR
GUMKERY SOHOOL AA dome ©f the R n.n.:..x.n.. on PIFITEA
WHARF, for AA flirliag prasties,

Father GASCOIGNE RJ.Z.IJ.. held divine
servioces (anhl.lo in the mass hall,

Divine servioes concluded.

HMNZS ACHILLES stunding and moored to ADUTEA
QUAY at 1305, -

- 3
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Glcho L.C.T.

2045

2310

232
Dece
0250
0315
0413

0419

0535

4

EEE 8

0845

1110

15656

1735

1746

EE B

2310

-

(ELLINGTON, N.Z.
All hands over tha side painting ship's bottom
with final ocoat, anti-rfouling paint.

Captain BAILEY, Britlish Navy, called on the Captain
officially.

Captain BAILEY left the ship.
Started floeding dry-dooi.
Pilot BULLOCH eame aboard.
Ship afloat in dry-dook.

Tug 5.T. TOIA came alongside dook to assist ship in
coming out of drye-dock.

ehip out of dry-doek, shlp drifting with

" tide and wind,

Bow of ship orossed dry-dook.

Bow lines oast off, Underway from JUBILEE

on varioue courses at various speeds, pilot at the
conn, Captain, Executive Officer and Navigator on
the bridge, proceeding to AOTEA QUAY,

mmmmmmmum
starboard dow,

mpwmuur‘mnmnm'-

edze, ship into doeck. The wind, bdlowing
in gusts, with a veloel of from 30 %o AC knots,
made maneuvering 4airr t.

Moored port side to AOTEA N.Z.
working ship slowly ahead *m.mr'npu‘
Ship now in assigned berth, Moored with six manila
hawsors, doubled up.
onmmxmn-uuouw.
Comsenced discharging fuel oil into barge.

ted disoharging fuel oll, having discharged
". ,m.

)=

o




3 g

B3.CeTs LeCuTe

1815
1950
2110
2115

2150
Deos 9
0205

0615
0750
0910
0915
0950
14,05

1435

1500

0915

1015
1035
1130

I'E;LLHIG:'[.}:: ’ :; -

USS FULLER underway.

FULLER placed in JUBILEE dry-doek.

041 barge HINHWAI away from along starboard side.
Tuel oll barge alongside to starboard,

Comsenced taking on fuel oil.

Finished taking on fuel oil, having takean on
153,412 galloas,

Five nmon frou the 2nd Marine Divislon reported on
board for traansportation.

Fuel oil barge away from aleng starboard side.

Commenced loading lumber ia #5 hold.

Commenced lcading #1 hold with general sargo.
Fuel oil barge came zloagslide to starboard.

USS MoCAWLEY underway froam AOTRA QUAY,
Commenced fueling ship frem barge.

MeCANLEY moore! starboard side to dry-deck wharf,
m:i fueling ship, having received 25,718

W t83 TXTON stood 1a.

0755

955

TRYON moored port aslde to AOTEA QUAY,




W Carrying out loading operatioms, ' LLINGTCH, H.o.
.

G.CuTe LoC. T,

1839 0639 8/5 AQUITANIA stood out.
1840 0640 HMNZS ACHILLES stood out.

Dog, 13, 1942 Carrying out loading operatlions.
Deos lh, 1942 Carrying out loading operations.

0315 1515

0455 1655

In acoordance with orders of 14 Deoeuber, 1942,
Advance Echelon s Co., 2nd Marine
Division in the Fleld, reported aboard with nine
(9) men for duty as guards over marine equipment,

USS THYON underway and standing out,

Car>ying out loading operations.

2100 & 0920 Duteh crulser VAN TROMP and S/S MAURSTANIA (British)

stood in.

28ce 16, 1942 Carrying out loadlng eperations.

0600 1800
.

2355 1155

2000 0800

2010 o810

Duteh orulser VAN TROMP underway and standing out.

as & further
w. ..o.’.' m. '.Zl

Carryiag out loading eoperatioans,

Lieut, £.J HelioVoits, degauseing offioer
nun.l Mnﬁm‘mmmo

Cut in degaussing gear.
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(Continued)

0050?. LeCuT,
2034 0834 Lieut, R.B.OUCKLING, NeZelelieile, pllot oame adoard,

2042 0842 Underway from AOTEA QUAY, WELLINGTON, N.2.
acoordance with Opnut.lan Order No. &21262'01 Deo.,
1942, on various oourses at various m
at the

ce to de
conn ive rﬂ.u:r and Navigatsr on
the ‘rup. Qtnndu-l speed 1., knots (75 TePolls) s

2052 0852 Pilot left the ship,

2119 0919 Captain comning on runs over the magnetie range
rg:tummmzmumm. ‘

2346 1146 Onomrn 018’1.') passed degaussing buoys
run, ocmple depauseing gear
e ‘an uuhn

0008 1208 Civilian degsussing solentist ocame sboard.

0014 1214 Commenced um to compensate oo~
passes by ":Ej' Sudp still on n;uu
courses and speeds within the outer harbder
PORT HICHOLSON.

0021 1221 Heisted internatiocnal al I

- sign mhq an adjusting

0022 1222 tion of Battle II magnetie m.

i eaviinel ot Insereapiinal yotnts
the remalning oardinal end
0215 1415 Completed compensation of Battle II magnetic ocompass.

0220 1420 Commenced swingiag ship to adjust all magnetie oom~
jasces.

0257 1457 Completed swinging ship. Lying teo.

v} 15 standard to knots 80 TePeiia)e

352 52 w‘ Mﬂ 15 ; J )
m-utcfmm.l.l.

0hl2 1612 wWent to Gemeral Quarters.

0429 1629 BSeocured from General Quarters, set Conditiom IXI,

~bH= 7 |
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(Continued)

with ww E:Doskﬁl-ru} muaomm "
ocourse 166(T). Pruuu.ni at m.
with BEARING HEAD LIGHT bonru.s 011(Tj, changed course
to 127(T), and commenced zi in accordance
with Plen #8.

Sighted CAFE PALLISER LIGHT bearin: 106(T), distance
16.3 lil.lo

CAFE PALLISER LIGHT abeam to port, distance 4.4 miles,
Changed base ocourse to 121(T).

Seoured degauasing gear.

Changed base course to 067(T).

Sunset.

Ship's pesition: Lat. 41-37-30 8., Leng. 175-48-30 E.
Darkened ship.

Changed base course to 039(T).

Sighted CASTLE POINT LIGHT bearing 342(7T).

CASTLE FOINT LIGHT abeanm to port bearing J09(T).

ut

Enroute singly from WEILLINOTON, M.l.

NeZe, OB hn oourse on(r)..‘m&h.. g e
-mn Flan 5 knots

(B0 repene p fully uﬂ

Condition In.r iuﬂu:;. = fair and dd& -
cumulus e At times whea moom chsoured by clouds
not zig-sagging.

0212 Noom set. Ceased zig-magging.

0448 1648
0506 1706
0610 1810
0615 1815
0638 1838
0748 1948
0600 2000
0803 2003
0925 2125
1023 2223
1125 2325
B2 12, 0042
Doo. 18
1,18
1540 0340
1603 0403
1634 0434

Set Conditiom I (Special).
Commenced zigezagging in sccordance with Flan 8.

Sunrise. Ligated ship.

7 ‘ | Sy 1




-
0‘0 .t. L!.C .T-

1635 O4L35
1744 OS54
2000 0OB00
2005 0805
0 oft
z:lg 0900
Dec, 19
1200
0257 1457
0635 1835
0723 1923
0800 2000
0802 2002
0837 2037
1020 2220
1100 2300
Reo, 20, 1042
Deoe 19
1545 0345
1630 0430
1640 0440
1542 CAA2

(Continued)

Secured from Condition I (Special), sot Conditiom III.

Sighted MAHIA PENINSULA bearing 357(T), dlistanee
approxinately 40 miles.

Ship's position: Lat, 39=37-00 5., Leng. 178-22-00 E.

g:%d essrgency drills; Fire, Collision and Adbandon
Pe

Changed base course to 015(T).
e o 2 S e ™
milea.
Sighted EAST CAFE lighthouse bearing 319(T), distance
tely 31 miles.
Changed base oourse to 282(T).
Sunset. Darkened ship.
Ship's position: lat, 37-15-00 8., Long. 179=00=00 E.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,
Commenced zig-zagging in so~ordases «ith Plan f8,

Ceased zig-sagging and resumed base course.

Cammenced zigezasging in sccordance wish Plaa #8.

Earoute singly, as before, WELLINUTON, N.Z., %O
AUCKLAND, N.Z,

Set Conditioa I (Speecial).

Seoured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
III. lighted ship.

Sunrise.
Sighted ALDRIGIAN ISLAND dearing 249(7).

(8) ?



-

g.C
1725
1736

1757

1830
- 1835

1908
1912
1914
ik

1926
iy28
193
1937

2016

» L.G .T L
0525

0526

0557
0606

0621
0624
0630

0635

id §ER3E

8

3

EEERS

(Continued)

Changed base course to 272(7).

Sighted OIENA ISLAND dearing 277(7T), distance
approximately 22 miles.

Changed base course to 267(7).

Changed bace course to 272(7).

Changed base course to 273(T).

Changed base course to 284(T).

SRS, ST IRt TN e S
course (1),

Set Channel Watolh, ceased zig-zagging.
Sighted OIENA ISLAND LIGHT bearing 2844(T).
Changed course to 289(T).

Changed course to 325(T).

Changed course to 331(T).

OLD MAN ROCK LIGHT abean to starboard, distance 150
yards,

OFITO ISLAND LIGHT abeam to port, distance 2 miles.
Fassed through Polint "F*; chaaged ocourse So 302(T).
Changed course to 29%0(7).
Changed oourse to 309(T).

Ship's nosition: lat, 36-37-00 5,, Leag. 175-42-15 X,

Inoreased speed %0 15.5 knotes (80 repene).
Fassed through Poiant “N", changed course to 279(T).
SQUARE TOF ROCK abeam to port, distanee 1) miles.

ot




{Continued)
GeCoTe LoCoTe
2126 0926 Pessed through Felut "N", changed course to 267(7))
CHANNEL ROCK abeam to starboard, distance 1/2 0.
2147 0947 Sighted TIKITIRI MATANGI ISLAND bearing 237(T).

2148 0948 Exchanged visual identifleation call with signal
stat’on on TIRITIRI MATANGI ISLAND.

2200 1000 Changed ocourse to 263(T).
2229 1029 Wwith FLAT ROCK LIGHT bearing 269(T), distance 3.l

mniles through Point "G" and changed ocourse
to 21*( )e

2235 1035 Cut in degaussing gear.
2242 1042 Changed ocourse to 219(T).

2 1105 With TIRITIRI LIGHT bearing 159(7) through
- v R m.mmmh:u’ﬁ 18,050,

Changed course to 205(7), coming on nagnetic degauss-
ing range.

TIRITIRI ISLAND LIGHT abeam to port, distance 1 )/4
m...

Passed through degaussing buoys ca ocourse 196(T).

Comnenced coming left to make another
m-mmsu:h:rn:tmmm g

dsgsussing gesy aceldentally off.
Passed through degaussing buoys on oourse 194(T).

Changed course to 1B86(T).

2312

2314

2327
2328

EEE EN F E

B ¢

0033

;
§
:
E
:




R ackily (comimed
LA A ED s ese

1242

0048 1248
0052 1252
0102 1302
0118 1318
JIAS 1345
0300 1500
0400 1600
Dece 21, 1342
oo, 22, JOA2
Dee, 23, 1942
0045 1245
0345 1545

Set Readiness Condition IV.
BEAN KOCKS LIGHT abeam to port, distance 1 1/4 miles,
Passed through anti-sutmarine net,

Tug WILLIAM C. DALDY came along starboard bow to
assist docking ship.

Moored pert side to PRINCE'S WHARF, AUCKLAND, N,Z.
2111““' made good sinece 1200, nu. 19, 191.2. 3375
as.,

Seoured degaussing gear.

BLAIR, Franois A., 520,, U.S8.N., a prisoner uader
mu-d:mmnrzrnd {.ot.hou‘atﬂuw
N.O.B., AUCKLAND, N.Z.

mwuc #2,3,4 and 5 holds, using dook

Moored port side to PRINCE'S WHARYF, AUCKLAND, N.Z.,
wlthn:—nlhlhol. lu.llnda tore in

p::xoul boller, oll-
ﬂﬂd, for huuu use., Ship mxy dar-
kened exoept f for load and
in Readiness cmua- IV. Carryiag out
operations.

Carrying out loading cperations.

Carrying out loading operations,

In accordance with n:b;l ﬂcg:.-tdnlgzg.l::u
Astache, WELLINOTON Y™ e
men - ‘aﬂ : tr‘uy.“n

reported on
z' wruwulonm.

USS THYON standing in.

elle

L2




Doo, 2h, 1242

GeCuT. L.C.T,

0230

0430

1350
2233

2304
2311

2332
2334
2338
2342
2348
2350

Deo, 25

1430

1630

0150
1033

1104

1134
1138

1150

1200
1202

Carrying out loading operatlions, .UCIL X0, L...

Lieut. lMax A. ’ DV 0’. U8.M.R., re
Woorar traupgut og. m-u-g{st:: ét.:.
Becond. Lisut, Adolph ZIEGLER, U.S.M.C., and Lieut.
Hubert 5., HUNTER, (V)=8, U.S.N.Re, reported on
board for temporary duty.

USS SOLACE stood in and moored to PRINCE'S WHARF.

Carrying out loading operations.

Completed loading operations,

SOLACE vaderway from PRINCE'S WIARF to shift berth.
SOLACE moored to HOBSON'S WHARF.

Lieut, KELSEY, R.N.Z.N.R., pilot,oame aboard,

with the pilot at the conn, Captain, Executive
officer and Navigator on the bridge, from
PRINCE'S WHARF on various oourses ;{ various speeds;
standard speed 15 knots (80 re.pem.).

EAST BHEAKWATER LIGHT abeam to starboard, distance
700 yards.

Passed through anti-sulmarine net,

AN ROCKS LIGHT adbeam to starboard, distanoce
1l ‘Illll.

Set Channel Wateh.

WWM!&HMM“M

Pilot left the ship, Aheed standard speed, Set
course 025(7T).

Shdp's position: lat. 36«45«00 8., Loag. 174=49=00 E.
Changed ococurse to 016(T).

wlle-
-3

/3




0114
0119

1314
1319

1511
1553
1555

(Continued)

Passed through Point "E", and ohanged course to
001(T) .

TIRITIRI MATANGI LIGHT abean to starboard, dlstance
2 miles,

Changed course to 037(7T).
FLAT ROCK LIGHT adeam to port, distance J miles.
Iith FLAT ROCK LIGHT bearing 280(T), distance 3

d through Point "0" and changed course
o 338
Passed through Point "N" and changed course to 325(T).
Changed standard speed to 15.5 knots, (83 r.pem.).
Went to General Quarters,
Changed course to 321(T).
Seoured from General Quarters, set Conditiom III.
Changed ocourse to 317(T).
North tangent of MARO TIRI ISLAND abeam to port.
Changed ocourse to 359(T).
Passed through Point "K" and changed course %o JJI(T).

Changed csurse to 335(7).

Sighted CAPE BRETT LIGHT bearing J24(T).
with CAFE BRETT LIGHT dear ;um. passed through

.-vmmmu

Changed ocourse to 013(T).
Changed ocourse to 007(T).

with CAPE BRETT LIGHT bearing ;r; distance 8.6
uiles, WANGAMIAU POINT o B JA(T), and BIRD
HOCK bearing 227(7T), ,snsed througzgh FPoint "N",
leaving searched channel, toock departure nd set
course 331(T,. OStandard speed 15.5 knots; ahead

standard aspeed.




avVese

0722 1912
0736 1936
0755 1955
0800 2000
0915 2115
0925 2125
Deo, 26, 1942
Du; 25
1708 0508
1704 0514
1715 0515
A745 0545
1920 0710
2000 0800
8500
1200
0739 1939
08GO 2000

(Continued)

Commenced zigezagzing in accordance with Flan J8.
Sunset, Darkened ship.

aﬁﬁt:dh:g{.p bearing 301(T), on opposite couree}

Ship's position: Lat. 34=54=00 8., Long. 174=20=00 E.

CAPE BRETT LIGHT last seen, bearing 169(T), distance
approximately 27 miles.

Moonrise (observed).

ut sea) Enroute singly, AUCKLAND, N.%., to
on base course :I.‘h
orouee Jith . ileeaggine 1o

uoorlmo-t rl.u

15.5 knots (83 repems)e. p fully darkened and
Readiness Condition 1II.

Weather: -:lmmdcool brisk wind from WoW; rifty-
mntummcubymum.

Set Condition I (Speclal).

Sighted Loockheed Hudsom patrol bomber bearing 080(T).
Sunrise, Lighted ship.

Seoured from Condition I (Speoial), set Conditiom III,

Sighted R.N.5.AF. Lockheed Hudson patrol bomber and
exchanged recognition signals,

Flane last bearing 160(T), course 180(7T),
distance about 7 miles.

MI Lat, J2-23-30 Sep Lonz. 172-42«00 &,
' : Lat, Jle 8., Long. 172-10=00 K,
good sinoce s Deo, 25, 1942, 296.5
milesn,
Sunset, Dlurkened ship,
Ship's position: Lat, 29-53-00 8., Long. 171-06-00 E.

-lly=-




0851 2051
1006 2206
1007 2207

(Continued )

Ceased zig-zazzing and recsumed bdase course.
Moonriee (observed).

Commenced zigezagging in accordance with Plan #E.

Enroute singly, AUCKLAND, N.Z., t0 NOUMEA, NEW
CALEDONIA.

Set Condition I (Speecial).

Observed two white flashes and some traocer fire on
the horizon, beuring 340(T), resembling AA fire.

Ceased zig-zagzing and steadied on course 270(T).
Changed course to 255(T).
Changed course to 275(T).

8 the horizon bear
.uhuiz ‘-ﬂ.: ing 000(T), distance

Sunrise. Lishted ship. Secured from Conditiom I
(apomhmam on III, Resumed

with Plan §2, on base ocourse (7).
Exchanged challe odthmls sighted. She
is the UGS T te ocourse, Yhen
ltl.nul ﬂlu.launl . flares and AA
practiocs.

Mt Lat, z?-u-oo Sey Long., 169-20-00 E.
Wt. 26-41-00 8,, l.:‘. 168-41-00 £,
s since 1200, Deo, 26, 1942, 332.5

Sighted ship hull dowm on the horizom bearing M7(T),
distanoce n‘hout 9 miles.

anewered ocrrestly, but woull not diseloss Ldeatity.

=15=
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L

0028 1228 vent to Geusral Quart changed to evasive courses,
beginning with 015(1'). éuud zig-zagging.

0031 1231 Changed course to 030(T). \

0036 1236 Changed course to 015(7T).

0038 1238 ship challenged finally gave name as
HO"I'.Z.&. n'

0040 1240 Changed course to 000(7T).
0045 1245 Changed course to 330(T).
0048 1248 Resumed l% in acoordance with Plan #8, on

base course
0054 1254 s ot Condition IIIX
ohnuu m to nair). ;
0741 1941 Sunset. Darkened ship. ‘
0800 2000 Ship's position: Lat, 24=59=00 3., Loag. 167-49=00 &,

0820 2020 Ceased zlg-zagging and resuned base course, JJ32(7T).
0830 2030 Changed base course to 327(T).

1053 2253 lMoonrise (obeerved).

1122 2312 Commenced zig-sagsing in accordance with Plan /8.

= gnxmu-mh. NeZ., %0 NOUMEA, NEW

0.0.,Te 1.C,.Ts
1705 0505 Set Coniition I (Speeial).

1724 0524 Sighted shlpy on horizon dearing 085(7), distanoce
about 7 miles,

1755 0555 Changed base course to 015(7T).
1806 0606 BSunrise, Lighted ship,
1807 0607 Seoured from Conditionm I (Speeial), set Conditiom III.

- /7




H_lm (Continued)

BeCoTe LaCaTs
1809° 0609 Ship previously sighted identified as U.S, tanker
7. ¥, VANDYKE.

1810 0610 Sighted land bearing 004(T), distance adout 4O miles
(southern extremity of NEW GALEDONIA}.

1830 0630 Cut in degaussing pear.

1844 0644 Sizghted ANEIEE ISILAND LIGEUTHCOUSE dearing (S TIL SN
distance adbout 1li miles.

1852 0652 Exchanged oalls with USS BALGH,

1907 0707 Challenged one friendly Hudson patrol bomber.

1925 0725 Ceased zig-zagsing and ocame to courae 350(T).
. 1934 0734 Changed course to 015(7).

1938 0738 Changed course to 035(T).

1943 0743 Changed course to OL5(T).

1948 0748 course to 050(T), Entering AMEDEE ISLAND
LI OUSE range.
1954 0754 Passed through morthern passage, SULARI PASSAGE,
1956 0756 pmu‘u??:m LIGHT bearing 000(T), changed ocourse to
1957 0757 TABU LIGHT abeam to port, distance }/4 mile.
2000 0800 Ship's position: Lat, 22-28«00 5., Long. 166-28-00 E.
0801

2001 mmmummum.mm!/sm-.
On wvarious ocourses at various epeeds conf to
s approaching FORT NOUMEL, NEW CALEDONIA.
Sonio duoy abeam to starbdoard bearing 090(T).

Set all ship's cloek back one hour %0 ocomform %O
ninus eleven time zone,

Passed through anti-sulmarioe net,

Md‘tl’bﬂ'“&h:lfihﬂmn‘u with
30 faticas chaln to the star apohor, await

BE &
SR




(Continued)

GuCoTe LaloT.
2150 0850 Pilot Louls HERUIN omue aboard,

2157 0857 wWith the pilot at the conn, Captain, Exeutive Urriocer
and Navigator on the brldgo, undm to mo along-
side GRAND QUAY,

2207 0907 Let go port anchor, warping ship into QUAY.
2221 0921 loore” starboard side t0 GRAND QUAY, FORT NOUMEA,

NEW CALE with six manila lines dnhlod up,
and two wire from bow and @
Distance made good sinoe 1200, Deo. 27, 19&2.

287.5 m‘..
2230 0930 Seoured Jdegaussing gear.
2300 1000 Pillot lert the ship.

2330 1030 Seocured gyro oﬁu In m with verdal

- m-noru- U.S.Naval Attache, W :.&z.,
boat pool. H.beBy, HOMELY

2340 1040 Lieut, Hudbert 5, HUNTER w. -'(B’ U8 N.R.
tached in mocordance with Comsopas despateh 152309,

of Deo., 1942,

2345 1045 or Bdward W, MANWAUNG, U.S.M.C,, with 4 officers
15 enlisted men were transferred to the Marine
s NOUMEA, in accordance with orders from

W orﬂcu. Firet Marine Division, of Deeo., 10,

2353 105) 8ix YU.S.avy personnel were transferred to N.,0.B.,
for further transfer to Sixth Nawval Con-
on Battaliom,

Dec, 28

0003 1103 Two U.8.Navy personnel were transferred to N.O.B,,
for further transfer in accordance with verbal
orders of the Coammanding Officer, N.0.B., Auokland,

NoZe
004C 1140 BSeocond Lieut ZIEGLER, U.8.0M.Ce,; and Captain
RODETS Lo RASLIN, DeooMaOckte’ wive detashed in

acoordance with m of Mml M
Marine Division in the Field, of Dec. 19, 1942.

By /f




Deg, 28, 1242

G34CuTe L.CaTe

{OOﬂtM) .

0051 1151 Lieut, (Jjg), Max A. SMITH, DeV(G), U.S5.N.R., was
transferred

0306 1406
0330 1430
0500 1600

GeCuTs LeCoT.
1720 062

0

to N.0.B., NO s An acocordance with
Comsopac despateh 210536 of Dece, 1942.

USS SOLACE stood in and anchored.
Commenced disoharging ocargo and mail,

Pursuant to orders of Comlen, First Marine Divisioca,
of 1i Dece, 1942, Lieut, (J&), Jack J. ADDISON

LC=-V G)' U.B.R.R-, was transferred to the N.,O, Y
NOUMEA, for ase t to Comen, First Marine
Division, for duty.

for ‘use, Ship derkened
mwm ts for , and in
: se Condition IV, SOPA is ComSoPuo.

Carrying out unloading operations.

USS SOLACE underway and standiag out.

1745 0645 UBS MERCURY standing out,
Dees 31, 1942, Carrying out unloading operatlions.
0500 1600 USS WEST FPOINT stood in and anchored,
0522 1622 USS LINBRA underway .
0715 1815 USS GANSGELVOORT standing out,
1005 2105 Started gro compass.
R. C, DOOLEY, We ¥, DIETRICH,

oy UBcN.R,, ml U:&.lnﬂ.
-19- : 70



m pe brush down and wash ahip's hull, Paint one (1)
nnti-oorm.lu palat and one (1) coat ntl.-
roulu.s paint, Cut in and paint wator<line and “raft aumerals.

UBE Remove ller hub oap for lnspece
mten same and re oe .m. Cheek o.lomaou

or 'lu.r dowm or mn Repack stem tube, Inspest

blades, -trauhun guooth or falr as instructed if found 4-

aged, Remove and replace rope pguard 1 found necessary.

Take ;um olurmo:; :n:m;. and
w as found negessary . M
glands P\ pretection 3iates 6o indisated Wy Nebe

B Suiges, . rons S stvtey Maties e

deep tanka, starboard side. Any other worz found necessary in
ﬁl m;:tlon by N.0s Enclosures A and B give detall danage

Burn off lﬁhm protection of 8.7.5.
ac with seribed marks to allow
on of 20 guns. Reound off smooth iop upoa

oqhun of above,

Repalr, renew or alter as lastructed
sod 2 anp tanks, Fit tive covers,
Overhaul and repalr as found necessary t (8) walves,

Straizhten shaft, Renew Leariags
mmmuw
FUEL TANKS OClean fuel oil settling tanks as iastrusted,

mmmwmmxu-wu-
1 bean coupling sane 2 trollies to run &
%.-.hull each engine. wmrumuumx

(a)

2/




Mo CAE & CO. (Somttd):-

m&mnotm, sup and rit aboard one (1) stroug-
¢ ashaleboat, as per sampls on dboard,

Manufacture and install pelioan hook stopper and
necessary attashments in forecastle head for use in paravane
ohain uphaul line as per instructions and attached sketoh;
two (2) required.

LAft starboard whaleboat davits and Lsstall alemite
in oollar and see that oil reces are in good shape,
Replace spectacle sye with larger bolt.

W Hepeir door te forward degausaing room as
-

Magufacture and sup board one (1) towing
¢ a8 per acocupanying umipﬁ.:n‘m four (4) sketohes.

Manufasoture and install ia positions tnﬂ-
about one-hundred and twenty (120)
additional ring bolts and pad eyes for lNos, 1, 2, ) and 4§ holds.

Wmmwmmuu.
T a and port sides, outboard, to sise indi-
oated Uy !lirst Lieutenant to permit of of

Noe 2 lower t'ween decks, Extend fon 8 to drein wells

Manufacture and deliver aboard two (2) stesl
ched ad par sketel for nute on A0 tom king post stuye,

Koplace woodea bulkhecd in No, 2 wpper.
ummu&th-:rnhdmal
b Rlenove axpended from Ko, & hold and use in (a),
¢) Replace expanded metal taken from No, 4 hald in (b) with

16 S.w.3, galvaniged steel sultabdly stirffened to lastrueticas
of the Firet Liecutenant.

llanufagture and install 'rmmbul fis-
isontal swivel on four (&) 40 ton falrleead
blocks to wineh drains, similar to thooe on 5 and 10 ton dooms,

Mapufacture and iastall to instruotions of the

stowage rack for oanvas over sabls recsls in
drainage looker.

(v)

72




E: CABLE & 00, (Cemt®d):-

Manufeoture and deliver om board six (6) S5-tea uiﬂll of
forged atuli n}.\ swivels to be galvanized; opeaings ¢
acooranodnte 8" shackle pian., Dizsasions as per mtoh

attached.

(a) Magufaoture aund iastall four (4)
e s Wire to be one-inoh diametor, ferty
feut in uthuddth open socket in cach and, Sockets
to have 13" pair,
{b) lanulfecture and install eight (8) 3:"1'@ un
seouring of pendants, eyes to have 1 /A"
eyes to be installed in peositions designated by lutmu

%&m and install missing section of para-

e shoe ohain and fittings as nscossary. Neasure-
ment to be made and work done while ship 45 in doek to in-
structions of First Lieutemaat.

Manufaotura, supply nd £it two (2) boat canopy
mm and frames to be portable, to instructions
of the mn Lieutenant.,

Mapufacture and install twenty (20) eyes on

-bmmuaoknmmo,m:ubolllt'ahm
center to allow the neee for the gripping-in

of stays 'w.r.tnuu the al.du ten (10) eyes to on each

side and ten feet apart.
I{{atnp-u-ul-pdn-mmtmum
onu,.

m‘mwmmmmnnl Ladder rungs to de

to ship's side, rungs te be 1" long and install o=
stern abreast eash quarter boat boam, to be 15" apart and

installed to lnstruoticas of the First Lieutemant.

m Disconneet and ralse gaff six (6) feet
location to instrustioms of the First
iesutenant,

Erect re te steel m
e s quisi “ﬂ-l-ll g
struetions, complete and r wuul.nhdnam

mi .mhru




Ha CABLE & CO. (Cont'd)i-

W Remove Outboard stesl
] 0
(a) re-erect same tely 15 feet inboard ia peosition

indioated by Chief tewalin,

(b) Weld two steel eyes on aft side briige P, & 5. to take
bolt ropes.

(e) Cut and rit awming spar to it new position of support.

3 20 : . eaulking
I) lwld mm l.nk lnln conorete fillet om F. wing; this
latter will have to ba oaulked from inside No, 6 tank,

Mapufsoture as per sample furalshed hexagon

» number required two (mu material:
high grulo steel, casshardened; size: 2/3" dlam., x 1 1/2%;
thread: U.S. standard., Die uwwmyrcm

Take out wrist from pist make and

¢ new

Make two (2) new inge it new recess
mlo ﬂm.uwmm instruetions of the
omrm

RS Manufacture and install additional
for 4 under winehes at Ne, ) held,
Remove one on bunks, ylu pln stanchions with

1
and o8 'Em"".{ R s &

i
F-EE, I LA ) e
P .
PR, i L SRS
ridge-ropes.

eyelets and




LGOS & MACK
' RDie & Jagufeoture, provide and install
ves for stean suothering systea from

nececsary
waste-heat boller to lower flat of eanzgine roam, HNefer %o
Englneer Officer for detalls and instruotions,

8 Mapufagoture aand install

one ia forward mein and one
: umuriu-%mnmrz-ucmm
Aleenﬂ one 2 1/ emntioaudulut-omm
and one in line from sanitary pump, as

.tumtmttrom
per iastruoctions of of Englineer.
W Lead line battery trays ia Battery Room, as per
[] ons of Chief Engineer.,
Install firemain cut-off wvalves ia Ciremain in holds
m,.d“ .ummm.h-
u‘utmmnppl; zzr—htormhhmmum

Investigate trouble and
o commutator on No, ) rane-

Move controller boxes frem present
position forward at eodge of hateh,

ted
-wpl{ and it new ocable for
onneet controllers to winoh, and out

Mu. and m
work .

(o)




BB, THOMAS & CO.
w Finion and shaft for a five-ton holdst, Ih-:{:::n;o
goar and shuf't as per sample of ?m ] goar
number of teeth 12, 0.0, of goar 1 3/4" roelr'n
The oil groove in shaft is axial and not dmpd
l-ph; material: high grade steel,

luJ Manufuoture two (2) new high grade steel
holes not to be drilled.

8 per
(b lhnrutm two !2] bushings for above por u-pu
Dore out and rit bronue bush with milai ok ansr anme fTiush

de to oarrier plate,

Do B JIEN & CO.
Vanufaoture 14 ?ﬁ ;7% , mn:“ for
) as per sample " bore Lee
Engineer for “{aua. ’

Manufaoture 12 ow and € ol

Manufacture 6 QT::.QE:: mrnqu' MIW

soure compressor By} sample .
33.: er for detalls. - s

n%p_gm_m Manufseture eight (#) piston rings as
por .
Aadlo STLVIR & CO.
Mapufacture six (6) resistance plates for
regulator, as per sample furnished by ship.
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January 1, 1943 Moored starboard side to GRAND QUAY, FORT NOUMEA,

Dec, 31
GOCIT‘
1530

1815
Jan. 1
0330
0410

044l

0459
0506

0528

JEHE&{I 2, 1943
an.

1745
1815
1920
2030

Jan, 2
0905

L.C.T.

0230
0515
1430
1510
1541

1559
1606

1628

0L4S5
0515
0620

0730
2005

NEW CALEDONIA. Ship fully darkened except for
necessary lights for working ship, ocarry out
loading and unloading operations, and in Condition
of Readiness IV. 8OFA is ComSoFac.

Completed loading operationsa from Grand Quay.

USS HUNTER LIGGETT underway and standing out.

Made preperations for getting underway.

Filot, JEAN SAF, came aboard.

Underway from GRAND QUAY, PORT NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA,
on verious courses at various speeds, proceeding to
assigned anchorage, berth #55, in DUMBEA BAY; with
pilot at the conn. Standard speed 15 kmots (80 r.p.m.
Fassed through anti-submarine net.

Ship stopped and pilot left the ship; the Captain
assumed the conn.

Anchored in berth #55, DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA, NEW
CALEDONIA, in 8 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of
chain to the port anchor, on the following bdearings:
g;;g?gi"ﬂ" 042(T), Beacon "1™ 085(T), Beacon "P*

Set Readiness Condition IIXI.
USS FANNING, DUNLAF, MAURY and LARINER standing out.

USS WASHEINOTON, NORTH CAMOLIKNA and INDIANA underway
and standing out.

Secured from Condition 1I1I, set Conditiom 1IV.

Completed all loading operations, secured shijp for
sen.




January 3, 1943 DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA.

Jan, 2

G'c.TI L.c.T.

1700
1752

1814

1904

1617

1920

1627
1940

1944
1950

2005

2135

2320

Jan,
0100

3

0400
0452

0514

0604

0617

0620

0627
0640

0644
0650

0705
0800

0835
1020

1200

Carrying out ship's routine.

Made preparations for getting underway.

Underway from berth #55, DUMBEA BAY, NOUMEA, NEW
CALEDONIA, on various courses at various speeds con-
forming to channel, in accordance with Comtaskfor
Sixty Two's 020352 (Jan), and having made departure
report by despatch 020703 (Jan). Standard speed is
15 knots (80 r.p.,m.).

Sunrise., USS GAMBLE, escort, underway caming up
astern.

AMEDEE ISLAND LIGHT abeam to starboard, bearing 215(T),
distant 1700 yards.

With TABU REEF LIGHT abeam to starboard, bearing
320(T), distant 1000 yards, took departure and set
course 230(T). Proceeding at standard speed 15 knots
(80 r.pem.),

Changed standard speed to 15.5 knots (83 r.p.m.).
Went to Ceneral Quarters. PFassed through NORTHERN
FASSAGE of BULARI FASSAGES. USS PLATTE and LANSDOWNE
standing out of channel.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.

Secured from General Quarters, set Readiness Condition
I1I.

Secured degaussing gear.

US: GAMBLE took station 1000 yards ahead as escort
and anti-submarine screen.

Changed base course to 132(T).

Ship's positiomn: Lat. 23-00-00 5., Long. 166=00-00 E.
Sighted LOCKHEED HUDEON bomber, patrolling vieinity.

Sighted tanker bearing 055(T), distant adbout 4 =miles;

was challenged but could not make out reply, due to
tanker's msmall light.

%iiglg,gglgiggg: Lat. 23-16-00 8., Long. 167-08-00 E.
ance made good since OLOC, Jen. 3, 1943, 92.)

miles.
wZw 2)




Jan. E. 1222 ({Continued)

6300 1400 Changed base course to OLO(T).

0530 1630 Sighted ship astern bearing 240(T), distant about
12 miles.

0645 1745 Exchanged challe s and calls with USS TRYON, the
ship sighted at 1630, which is travelling a parallel
course and is overtaking.

0740 1840 Sunset.

0755 1855 Darkened ship.
By Comsopac's despatch 030322 (Jan), the Captain was
informed that the CASE and REID are assigned to operate
as escorts for the BELLATRIX Movement departing 5
January from ESFIRITU SANTCO for GUADALCANAL, and that
the destroyer MEADE would report for such duty upon
arrival at GUADALCANAL.

0830 1930 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 04LO(T).

0900 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 23-00-00 3., Long. 168-00-00 E,

0933 2033 Changed standard speed to 10.5 knots (55 r.p.m.),
having secured starboard main diesel motor, which had
developed a heavy metallic knoock, thought to be due
to worn connecting rod bearing in No. J crank case.

Jaguary 4, 1943 Enroute NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA to ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,
NEW HEBRIDES.
Jan. J
1530 0230 Changed base course to 34L3(T).
1543 0243 Moonrise observed.
1600 0300 commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.
1710 0410 Set Readiness Conditiom I1I (Special).

1806 0506 Secured from Readiness Condition I (Special) set
Readiness Condition III.

1811 0511 Sunrise; lighted ship.
2100 0800 Ship's position: lLat. 20-50-00 5,, Long. 168-50-00 E.

n3—
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Jan 1 (Continued)
Jan. §

G.C‘T L.G.T.
2140 0840 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 343(T).

2209 0909 Changed standard speed to 11 knots (58 r.p.m.).

By CTF despatch 032153 (Jan), TASK UNIT 62.4.2 was
formed, consisting of the BELLATRIX (Captain DIETRICH),
JOSEFH McKENNA, FPEARY, escorted by the CASE and REID,
with the MEADE to report on arrival Taskunit at
GUADALCANAL.
Jan. 4

0160 1200 Ship's position: Lat. 20-12-00 S., Long. 168-37-00 E.

mig ance made good since 1200, Jan. 3, 1943, 273
es.

0511 1611 Changed base course to 350(T).

0728 1828 Sunset.

0743 1843 Darkened ship.

0900 2000 Ship's position: Lat, 18-47-30 5., Long. 168-10-00 E.

Jenuary 5, 1943

Enroute NCUMEA, NEW CALEDCNIA,to ESFIRITU SANTO
ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES.
Jan. &

1324 0024 Increased speed to 14 knots (75 r.p.m.); the star-
board main engine cut in to check for knock after
attempt had been made to locate cause unsuccessfully.
(See Engineexr Officer's report attached).

1337 0037 Changed standard speed to 15.5 knots (83 r.p.m.).
Ahead standard.

1400 0100 Changed course tc 000C(T).

1556 0256 USS GAMBLE flashed breakdown lights and began
dropping back.

1557 0257 Slowed to 1/3 ahead.
1602 0302 Ahead standard, the GAMBLE resuming position ahead.
1640 0340 |Moonrise.




(Copy)

U.5.5,BELLATRIX
January 5, 1943,
Fraom: Engineer Officer.
To: Captain.
Subject: Main engine failure, starbdoard.
Lo At 1900 on 3 January while steaming at 15.5

knots an excessively heavy metallic knock was observed in
orankcase of #3 piston, stbd. engine. Engine was secured and
speed reduced to 10.5 knots., Excesaive L.O, leak off was
observed from piston ccoling pan. It was thought that pan
seocuring studs had broken leoose, allowing pan to ride free.
Upon pulling piston it was found that the cooling pan gasket
had ruptured, but all studs were intact. Decided to pull
connecting rod pin for inspection. Found connecting rod
bearing cracked - unadble to remove saze due to press fit,
Spotted in bearing and checked clearances, which were satis-
factory. Re-assembled engine. Unable to check crank pin
bearings due to urgent need for engine. Engine still knock-
ing (speed 15.5 knots), but not as severe as before (new
gasket in cooling pan inoroaaod L.0O. pressure to bearings).
Total time engine out of ocomuission, 274 hrs. Will inspect
crank pin bearing at first opportunity.

/8/ 8. V. MONTOOMERY.




I&BE&%I 5, 1943 (Continued)
an.

GOCCTC L.c.T.
1720 0420 Set Readiness Condition I (Special).

1759 0459 Sighted MT. LELEKARAVENA, EPI ISLAND dbearing 026(T),
distance about 20 miles.

1818 0518 Changed course to 340(T).

1820 0520 Sunrise; lighted ship. Secured frou Condition I
(Special), set Condition III.

1826 0526 USS GAMBLE showing breakdown flag, dropping back.

1826 0526 Sighted right tangent of MALEKULA ISLAND bearing
331(T), distance about 25 miles.

1832 0532 GAMBLE resumed position ahead.

1848 o548 Sighted left tangent AMBRYM ISLAND bearing 349(T),
distance about 31 miles.

2008 0708 Changed course to 324(T).
2100 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 16-16-45 5., Long. 167-46-00 E.

2208 0908 Sighted one FBY patrol bomber bearing 288(T). Flane
disappeared over MALEKULA ISLAND.

2248 0948 Sighted MALO ISLAND bdearing 308(T), distance 16 milesn,

2305 1003 Three Avengers and one Wildcat passed oun starboard
side on opposite course .

2311 1011 Sighted two ships hull down on horizom, bearing 345(7T).
Sighted AORE and TUTUBA ISLANDS bear 318(T) and
330(T), respectively, distance about 16 miles.

2325 1025 Exchanged challenges and calls with USS SAUFLEY. The
other ship with her is the USC HOLBROOK.

2330 1030 North tangent MALEXKULA ISLAND adbeam to port bearing
234(T), distance 12 miles,

2353 1053 Sizhted ono destroyer, later identifisd as the USS
REID, bdearing 320(T), distance adbout 6 miles.

2355 1055 Changed course to 330(T).
2358 1058 Cut in degaussing gear.
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January 5, 1943 (Continued)

GCCOTI L.c.T'

0015

0020

0023

0030

0040

0052
0lo02
0108

0121
0335

0500

0530

0605
0615

1115

1120

1123

1130

1140

1152
1202
1208

1221
1435

1600

1630

1705
1715

USS GAMBLE took position astern, covering this ship's
entrance into SEGOND CHANNEL.

South tangent BOGACCIO ISLAND abeam to port, distanoce
1500 yards.

Changed course to 34L4L(T).

On various courses at various speeds; entered swept
channel approaching SEGOND CHANNEL, LESPIRITU/ISLAND,
NEW HEBRIDES. SANTO

BLACK ROCK FOINT abeam to port, bearing 258(T), dis-
tance 2000 yards. Changed courss to left to 290(T)
and entered SEGOND CHANNEL.

Passed inside anti-submarine net.

Secured degaussing gear.
SANTO

Anchored in SEGOND CHANNEL, ESPIRITU/ISLAND, NKEW
HEBRIDES, in 30 fathoms of water with 90 fathoms of
chain to the starboard anchor, on the rollowing bear-
ings: left tangent AOKRE ISLAND 1183(T), right tangent
AORE ISLAND 233(T).
gi:tnnoe made good sinoce 1200, Jan. &, 1943, 303.4

es.

Seocured from Condition III, set Condition IV.

S/8 ROBERT FEARY (U.S5.) and S/5 JOSEPH McoKENNA (U.5.)
underway and standing out, under escort HEID and
CASE (Comdr. BERTWELL temporarily in charge of TASK-
UNIT 62.4.2 until BELLATRIX, whioh is delayed, i»
able to join up.)

gﬁg VIREQC alongside starboard quarter with barge
-h

Hoisted crane off #5 hatech onto darge FPAB-L. VIHEO
underway from alongside with bdarge.

Made preparations for getting underway.
Cut in degaussing gear.




Janu

0616

0626
0629
0649

0700

0700
0703
0706
o708
0712
0717
0727
0742
0804
0807

1
1716

1726
1729
1749

1800

1800
1803
1806
1808
1812
1817
1827
1842
1904
1907

(Continued)

Underway from SEGOND CHANNEL, ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,
NEW HEBRIDES, in accordance with CTU 62.4.2 Operation
Order No. 1-43 of 5 January }943 (copy attached), on
various courses and speeds conforming to channel
proceeding to sea. Standard speed is 15 knots (80
r.p.M,). USS GAMBLE acting as temporary escort until
BELLATRIX Jjoins up with the TASK UNIT.

Passed outside anti-submarine net.
Set Readiness Condition III.

North tangent BOGACCIO ISLAND abemm to starboard,
bearing 251(T), distance 700 yards.

With right tangent of TUTUBA ISLAND bearing 023(T),
left tangent TUTUBA ISLAND baarlgﬁ iOO(T) and lert
tangent BOGACCIO ISLAND bearing 04(T), took de-
parture and set course 065(T). Prooooding at
standard speed 15 knots (80 r.p.m.).

Changed course to 050(T).

Changed course to 045(T).

Changed course to 025(T).

Changed course to 030(T).

Changed course to 015(T).

Chanzed course to 010(T).

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Changed course to 025(7T).

USS GAMBLE released froz temporary duty as esoort.
This ship (Comtaskunit 62.4.2) now proceeding to
take her station one thousand yards on the port bean
of the 5/5 ROUBERT FEARY (Coanvoy Guide). The 5/8

JOSEFH McKENNA is in columnn astern FEARY. The CASE
(Escort Commander) on starboard bow, REID oa port bow.

e
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AK20 /A16~3/AL=3 COMMANDER TASK UNIT 62.4.2
Serial 008 U.5.5. BSLIATRIX

SECIET Januery 5, 1943
OPERATION ORDER NO, 1-43

[0) TION
a) Ta 2.4e2 (Captain Dietrich)

(1) EsCoxT
REID

MEADE (Joins on arrival destination)

(2) %‘;‘g&ptun Dietrich)

JOSEPH McK NNA
ROBERT PEA.OY

1l.(a) Enemy sutmarines are onerating in the area between ZSPIAITU SANTO
and GUADAICANAL-TULAGI, Submarine posit ions are reported to have been as below,
and further reports will be transuitted by visual sirmal:

LATITUDE LONGITUDE DATE ILE  HOU LOCATED
};g 10-00 18 2nd -- D.Fe
3
4

Lnemy air and surface craft may at any time atteapt to operate in the areas
adjacent to GUADALCANAL,

(b) It is expected that friendly surface forces will operate in supports
ing positions during the early period of the operation, and thereafter Lf circus-
stances reduire,

(e) Ammy shore batteries with redar have “een established onv =ile esst
of KOLI POINT and one zile weot of KETAPORA SIVER. OSignal stations (o the vieinit
of these batteries challenge all shipes nicked wp,

' Shore mounted naval rmuns are installed necr 'UIUK, TEMAl, and on
TULAGI, with additional arsy artillery asites on both sides of LINGA POINT and on
other positions along the shore. A naval signel station is on the south end
GAWTU ISIAND, call GEQIHGE ZERO TVWO,

2. Depart ESPIAITU SANTO by 0300 Zebra { 400 love), January Sth,
proceed CUADALCANAL via East and North of SAN CAISTODAL to arrive a2t the Lastern
&rd of LINCO CHANMEL by eighteen hundred Zebra January 7th (0500 love January 2%h)
Sgeort underway in time to precede convoy through mine fields and cover convoy
during sortie, Task Unit take most direct route, sfter leaving LSPINUITU SANTO
to the westward, speed of advarce 9,5 knots, Designated units land pessengers
and cargo on GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, and on completion unloading wbark personnel
and equipaent for further trensfer,

e | §




L 4 0

3.(a) land passengers, equipment, supplies and carge for GUADALCANAL
on unloading points designated below, or as changed by Commander laval Zase
CACTUS, All ships will require lightera and boats, beach unloading parties and
boat loading parties at GUADALCANAL or TULAGI, while discharging.

ﬂ%g discharpe vehicles and general cargo during daylight first
day, dnd ammunition during daylight of successive days, off the beach at LINNCA,

» A relatively small amount of cargo will be discharged during the first
nisht!s stay at TULAGI, with some possibly remaining for discharge on retusn the
second night, Fifty Jsr:ur and sixty Novy passengers will remain on board until
unloading is completed, CACTUS hes been recuested to furnish 90 additional troop:
vhen and if needed, Prior departure TULAGI ten boat coxswains, 10 boat engincers
and 16 deck hands will be exchanged with an equivalent number from the amshiblous
force boat pool with longest duty that area, in accordance Comamphihfor KGU 280-
850 (December),

© JOSEPH McKiNMA discharge cargo during daylisht each day of! the beach
at LNGA.

ROBERT P.A{Y proceed TULAGI to unlocd 700 tons 1lth Defense Duttalion
equipment, lhen that 1s unloaded, discharge remaining carge during daylight sech
day off the beach at TINANU,

McKEMNA AND PZALY will require unloading details on board, as outlined
CTF=62 Serial 00531 of 3C Decamber, paragraph 8, with following exception, Lleut-
Comdr, STIIING (lst lLieut, USS BELIATRIX) wdll be abocrd PziZY on arrival, to
advise maater and cesist in unloading, until relioved, Licut-Comxir, HUOSON will
report aboard at GUADAIC.NAL for similar duties on McKNNA,

NeKaNMNA and PEARY have on boerd reculred nuaber cargo nets, chisme hooks
and slings, Thoy are directed to transfor all these iftems to CONAVIASE CACTUS
srior to departure, as directed by CTF-62 Sorial 00531 of 30 Jecamber, parsgriph 6

Vhen landing i3 comploted, comsand of Lroops and mavel personncl passcs
to Commanding General, CACTUS,

(») ESCOIT protect convoy against surface, oir and submarine attack
during passape to destirmtion and roturn, In order to puard apainst treliling sub-
marines on surface and oenemy motor torpodo boats, maintain during darkneses all-
around mdar poearch,

Comtaskfor Sixty Two hts notificd COMNAVBASE CACTUS to heve local eraft sake antie
submerine swoep of LENGO CHANIEL rnd unlocding erves prier zrrival, to elixinate
necessity of advance oweep by cascorting destroyers,

(X)(1) Should Zie=Zags e colled for they will be from "Zip=Zag Disgrans
for Single Ships and Convoys, 139L0%,

(2) Shins retire to TULAGI st migit, retuming to unlocding point at
diwn,

(3) Ships or units departing from GUADALCANAL-TULAGCI Ares, roport by
dospateh tise of departure, routs, spied of advonce, ustimated tise of arrive] st
destination, and nrmea of SSCOAT shive in company,

(4) Commander Task Force SIXTY TWO has notificd naval forccs and bases
of this movemont, ”

-
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be Escort fuel from ships of CONVOY Units as required, Provisions

will be available on BELLATIIX,
5, (a) Commnications in accordance with PAC=70, 7hile at sea, pre=

serve radio silence including voice radio (72.5 mcs) except for enemy contact or
other prave emerpency, While in the Area employ radio as recuired for important
matters, Task unit commander and senior ship of any detached unit guard CTC-62
circuit, 4205 kdlocycles series, All naval ships copy NPM Fox schedule and un-
divided tesk proup frequency 2744 kilocycles, primery, 518 kilocycles secondary,
Comtaskunit 62.4.2 will mrke arrival and departure reports und dally report of
progress by own radio,

(b)Strict visual vigilance will be maintained from one-half hour
before sunset until one half hour after sunrise, except on eneny contact or other
cmorgency., ODuring daylight use semuohore and flarhoist whenever posaidble, Use
srnl]llest effective iris onening in large lights, educe brightness of blinker
muns, uwsing red bulbas where applicable for short distance work,

(c) Senior tesk unit comrander prescnt in the .rea, inform Comsande
Nevael Base, CACTUS, Commndor lavel Base IUNGA, and Commender liavel Dnse TULAGE,
to reach them prior to 0300 Zebra (1400 love) daily, the prospective ship move-
ments for the night including times, routes, and any sweeps which sy be mde by
detached units of the acreen, Trenammit this information by own redio, lvQuest
information from Comnavbase, CACTUS as to prospective night movesents of Kawval
local Dofense Forces,

(d) Senior ship in company of all dutachmunts make fasmodinte reply
to challonge fraom shore stations locatud wdthin United Stetes defunse linve,

(¢) Use zone Zebra time,

(f) Commnder Task Unit assipn puard on distruss frequency, 500
kilocyclos, and on such other circuits &as he may desire,

(g) CACTUS alr raid warnings are broadeast on CACTUS Harbtor Clireuit
2716 kilocycles and on CACTUS combatl patrol circuit 3785 kilocycles as follows:

YELLOW - Unidentified plamcs (probebly crmy)
RED - dnuay plonus in Lemodiote vicindty,
BIUE - Fricendly plancs,

GIEEN - All cloar,

YELLON and RED warnings may bo proceded by & masoral indlesting musboer of plines,
and be !oumd by &~ mmoral indicating t buaring of plance,

(h) Adreraft roconncissance frequency in arvas Ls: AA3S kiloeyelos
srimry, continuoualy for lockhood Hudsons snd from 1700-0800 Love for Bl7's amd
PEY's; kes from 0200 to 1700 love for D=17's and PEYVs; 6666 Kdlocycles
compmon sucondary. 3785 kilocyclos is used botwwon CACTUS and combat uirerift, -
loss fightoras, RINGROLT end PT's. Fightoers on 4500 kes,

: () /ttunt fon i3 callud to Comsopac dosp-tch 3410 suven Lwo thive
five nine, resigning the radio call 252 to all combatant ships cnd operntiopal
compends in or cnroute to ~nd from the CACTUS-RINGEOLT Arva or connucted wifh
opurations thorein, “mxd to the faet that this call is norelly for use only for
operational despatehus, Note that Comarinding Cencrals, CoCTUS, A08ES, and BUTTOL
hold only BOM channal five oisht ~nd Cless thres strips.

wim
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(3) Attention is called to Pacific Fleet Confidential Comemunication
Letter ACRI~42, .hen in the Southwest Pacific area, Task Unit Commander ywdll
designate suitable guard of "Bells" frecuencies:

4050 kes ) Simultancous transmission,
5600 " ) 12330 kes, replaces 4050 between
8L30 " ) 2200 and 0700 @uT,)

This will be in addition to Lhe normal @M Fox guard,

(k) Commander Task Force SIXTY-TWO in ARCONNE
Coumander Taak Unlit SIXTY-TWO POINT POUR
POINT TWO in RELLATRIX.

-
4{7?'-‘“_2_ /,

VeFDILTAICH,

Distribution:
Comsopac
Comairsopac
Comgensopac
Comseronsopac
Comgen lst YAC
Comnavbases, Sopac
Comgen 3503 5PA
Comgen CACTUS
Comnavbase RINGBOLT
Comnavhbase CACTUS
Zech AKX

sach 0D

ar Ulary

Spares

Comnavbase LUNGA
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Jan 1 (Continued)

0813 i9i3. Changed course to 350(T), which is convoy's course,
and changed standard speed to 10 knots (53 r.p.m.).
Ahead standard speed,

0814 1914 Slowed to 5 knots (25 r.p.m.), assuming proper station
in convoy.

0818 1918 Secured port main motor, as only one is necessary to
run at such low speed.

0820 1920 Ahead standard speed, 10 knots,
0850 1950 Because both echo ranging sets on the CASE were not

working, that vessel was ordered to take station
astern convoy and the REID ordered to patrol ahead.

0900 2000 Shiz'a Egagtion: Lat. 15-12-30 8., Long. 167-21-00 E.
1130 2230 Changed course to 300(T).

January 6, 1943 Underway with TASK UNIT 62.4.2 on base course 300(T),
at standard speed 10 knots (53 r.p.m.). Ship fully
darkened and in Readiness Condition III. Convoy
Commander in BELLATRIX; formation guide is 5/5 ROBERT
FEARY. This vessel is 1000 yards on port beaz of
guide. The 5/3 Joseph McKENNA is 600 yards astern
of guide. The USS REID and CASE are acting as a/s
screen and escorts. The REID patrolling approximately
1000 yards ahead, and the CASE about 1000 yards
astern of coavoy.

Jan. 5

1730 0430 Set Readiness Condition I (Special).

1731 0431 Moonrise,

1800 0500 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #l1.
1835 0535 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed bdase course.

1836 0536 Changed base course to 317(T).

1837 0537 Suarise. Lighted ship.

1857 0557 Secured from Condition I (Special) set Conditicn III.
1900 0600 Comaenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #11.

1905 0605 Sighted aireraft bearing 100(T), distance 5 miles,-
recognized as friendly.
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Jan
an,

G'CCT.

2100

Jan. 6

cole

0100

0125

0201
0333

0530
0717

0731
0746
0759

0830
0900
u
an.
1750
1800

1848

2100

-

L.C.T.

0800
1118

1200

1225

1301
1433

1630
1817

1831
1846
1859

1930
2000

1
0450
0500
0548

0800

(Continued)

Ship's position: Lat. 13-54-30 S., Long. 166-06-00 E.
Flane sighted bearing 243(T), identiried as LOCKHEED

HODSON patrol bomber. Flane challenged and answered
correctly.

Ship's position: Lat. 13-33-00 S., Long. 165-37-00 E.
B{;Eanoc made good since 1716, Jan. 5, 1943, 189.5
miles.

Sighted Flying Fortress, B17E, bearing 300(T), distance
4 miles.

Changed base course to 319(T).

Sighted Flying Fortress, B17E, bearing 300(T),
distance 3 miles.

S/8 ROBERT PEARY exercising at drills.

USS CASE reported echo range (QC) submarine deteoting
device still inoperative,

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

USS REID taking station approximately 1000 yards ahead
of convoy patrolling, and USS CASE vaking station
approximately 1000 yards astern.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

§bip's position: Lat. 12-39-00 8., Long. 164-49-00 Z.

Underway with TASK UNIT 62.4.2
Set Readiness Condition I (Specimnl).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan gll.

Suarise. Lifhtod ship. Secured from Readliness
Condition I (Special), set Conditionm III.

Ship's position: Lat. 11-18-00 5., long. 163-27-00 XK.

i e l



Jan 1 (Continued)
an.
G.C.T. L.C.T.
2210 0910 Engine room shifted from starboard main motor to port
main motor.
Jan., 7

0100 1200 Ship's sition: Lat. 11-18-00 5., Long. 163-05-30 E.
UIaEanoe made good since 1200, Jan. 6, 1943, 223.4
miles.

0110 1210 Sighted SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND bearing 272(T), distance
about 40 miies.

0200 1300 Ceased zig-zagzging and resumed base course 319(T).
This ship assumed formation guide, McKENNA taking
station in column 600 yards astern and FEARY taking
station 600 yards astern of McKENNA.

Jan. 7
0300 1400 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan §l2.

0500 1600 Escort reports radar contact with aircraft bearing
195(T), distance 25 miles.

0736 1836  Sunset.

0750 1850 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 319(T).
0751 1851 Darkened ship.

0800 1900 Changed course to 275(T).

0820 1920 Changed course to 270(T).

0900 2000 Ship's position: Lat, $-57-00 S5., Long. 162-17-00 E.

1119 2219 With right tangent ULAWA ISLAND abeaz to starboard,
changed course to 275(T).

;sn!agz_§‘_1251 Underway with TASK UNIT 62.4.2
an.

1400 0100 Changed course to 300(T).
1730 O430 Sighted GUADALCANAL ISLAND bearing 248(T).

1805 0505 Set Readiness Conditicn I (Special); changed course to
279(7).

1816 0516 Changed course to 290(T).

-10- / A




January 8, 1

an.
1824

1830
1835
1503
1908
1911
1913

1920
1950

2100
2205
2215
2225

2226
2235

2255
2308
2320
2350

2351

0524
0530
0535
0603
0608
0611
0613

0620
0650

0800
0905
0915
0925

0926
0935

0955
1008
1020
1050

1051

(Continued)
Changed course to 300(%).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #l1l.
Changed base course to 279(T).
Sighted RUA SURA ISLAND bearing 268(T).
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 279(T).
Changed course to 285(T).

Sunrise. Lighted ship. Secured from Readiness Con-
dition I (Speocial), set Condition IIIl.

Cut in degaussing gear.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan gl2.
ng:?ltangnnt of NURA ISLAND abeam to port, distance
3 es.

Ship's position: Lat., 9-25-30 S., Long. 160-38-40 £,

Ceased z g-zagging and changed base course to 270(T).
Entered EASTERN ENTRANCE, LENGO CHANNEL.

Sighted cargo ship off TETERE, distance 1) miles,
later identified as USS LIBRA.

Sighted 4 Curtiss F«40's dead ahead.

Exchanged calls with the USS MEADE, which reported
for duty as an additional escort.

Exchanged calls with signal station on KOLI FOINT.
Changed course to 267(7T).
Stationed channel watch.

Changed course to 260(T), left westarn entrance,
LENGO CHANNEL.

S/S ROBERT PEARY, with USS CASE as escort, left for-
mation and proceeded to TULAGI HARBOR, as had been
directed by Comtaskunit 62.4.2.

-n-
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J

0032
0034

0040

0040
0050
0052
0l4l

0535

0610
0630

0631

0636
0637

0048
0744
0747

g, 1
1132
1134

1140

1140
1150
1152
1241

1635

1710
1730

1731

1736
1737

1748
1844
1847

(Continued)

Changed standard speed to 15 knots (80 r.p.m.).
Stopped engines.

On various courses at various speeds proceeding to
unloading point.

Anchored off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, SOLOMON
GROUP, in 27 fathoms of wauter with 60 fathoms of chain
to the starboard anchor, on the following bearings:
LUNGA POINT 265(T), rizht tangent SAVO ISLAND 322(7T).
Distance made good since 1200, Jan. 7, 1943, 208 miles.

Commenced unloading operations. Lowered boats into
water.

8/S McKENNA anchored about 600 yards eastward of this
ship.

First cargo discharged, a truck from atop #5 hatol,
US53 MATABA, which had been raised from her sunken
position off LENGC BEACH, underway for TULAGI, ian tow
of the USS NAVAJO.

S/S8 JOSEFH McKENNA underway, retiring to TULAGI HARBOR
for the night, with USS REID as escort and anti-sub-
marine screen.

Made preparations for getiing underway.

Status of unloading ships:

Eiikizﬁééi f%?ﬁ*) nrs) gﬁfﬁ?&“hr-; QEE¥§%E ars) é*i%éhr-

Underway from anchorage off LINGA BEACH, CGUADALCANAL
ISLAND, on various courses at va lous speeds prooceed-
ing to TULAGI HARBOR for night retirement and unloading.
Standard speed is 15 knots (80 r.p.m.).

Ahead standard speed on course 023(T).

USS MEAIE taking position as anti-submarine scoreen
this vessel.

Changed standard speed to 14 knots (75 r.p.m,.).
Sunset.

On various courses at various speeds conforming to
channel, approaching TULAGI HARBCR. , (

l2-




ggg%;z ! 252 (Continued)

0755 gogr PT boats passed to port standinz out for patrol
uty.

0758 1858 South tangent TULAGI ISLAND abeam to port, distance
1000 yards.

0759 1859 Darkened ship.

ogoe 1908 Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR in 27 fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor, on Lhe
following bearings: left tangent TULAGI ISLAND 191(T),
;QOE? ?ANGE LIGHT 069(T), left tangent MAKAMBO ISLAND
932(T).

0820 1920 Secured degaussing gear.
0845 1945 Commenced discharging cargo frou Nos. 2 and 4 holds.
1120 2220 Completed discharging cargo from No. 4 hold.

Janpuary 9, 1943 Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR, SOLOMON ISLANDS, in 27
fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chain to the
starboard anchor, on the following bearings: FRONT
RANGE LIGHT 069(T), south tangent TULAGI ISLAND 191(T),
west tangent MAKAMBO ISLAND 3294(T). Ship is fully
darkened oxo:It for necessary lights for unloading,
and in specl unloading condition, with two 20 mm.
guns manned, anchor detail manned, steering engine
rooa nnnnod. and engine room on ln-tnnt'- notice for
getting underway.

Ships present: USS BELLATRIX (SOPA), LIBRA, ALCHIBA
FUNSTON, MATABA, JAMESTOWN, 5/8 JOSEM Iotllla (U.S, !
8/8 ROBERT PEARY (U.5.), and various small craft of
the U.S.Navy and R.N.Z. lnvy: U.8.Destroyeras GRAYIHON
(SCFA destroyers), REID, HUGHES, MEADE, CASE and
RUSSELL, anchored in entrance to harbor on listening
watoh. In view of despateh report of ulx or more Jap
destroyers heading toward CUADALCANAL, the SOPA of
U.S.Destroyers present was directed by OTU 62,4.2 to
have them in full readiness to counter any attack

> 8 directed at TULAGI HAXBOR and its shipping.

an.

1615 Q315 Completed unloading operations and fully darkened ship.
1800 0500 Made preparations for getting underwvay.

1815 0515 Destroyers underway for advance sweep of area outside
hardor and in the direction of GUADALCANAL.

o [




Jan

123

1840
1845
1850
1857
1500
1908
2006
2011

2024

2028

2042
2100
2130

Jan. 9.
0525

0537

0557

1
0537

0540
0545
0550
0557
0600
0608
0706
0711

0724

0728
0742
0800
0830

1625

1637

1657

(Continued)
Underway on various courses at various speeds from
TULAGI HARBOR proceeding to unloading anchorage off
LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND. Standard speed
13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.). The MoKENNA, FUNSTON and
LIBRA underway and standing South toward unloading
point, the FEARY remaining in TULAGI HARBOR for
unloading.
Cut in degaussing gear.
Set Readiness Condition III.
Ahead standard speed.
Set course 203(T).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan p8,
Sunrise, Lizhted ship.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

On various courses at various speeds appacaching
anchorage.

Anchored off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, in 30
fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chalm to the

port anchor, on the following bearings: right tangent
QUADALCANAL ISLAND 2934(T), right tangent SAVO ISLAND
322(T), LUNGA BEACH BEACON 199 3/4(T).

Resumed discharglng cargo.

Loaded 4 VWright Cyclone airplane engines aboard.
S/8 McKENNA anchored about 600 yards eastward,

A Grumman Wildcat fighter was forced to orash-land
in the water, due to damaged landing gesar. Fllot
wan picked up by surf-boat standing by.

5/8 McKENNA underway for night retirement, TULAGI
HARBOR.

USS LIBRA underway in aoccordance CTU 62.4.2 despatch
081245 (Jan.), and standing out via LENGO CHANNEL
escorted by the USS HUGHMES.

Made preparations for getting underway.

~14- oy 3




Jangﬁgl 2! 1943 (Continued)

0613 1713 Underway from anchorage off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL
ISLAND, on various courses at various speeds proceed-
ing for night retirement in TULAGI HARBOR. Standard
speed 1s 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.).

0617 1717 Ahead standard speed, set course 023(T), and commenced
zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.

0630 1730 Status of unloading of ships:
BELLATRIX FRARY MoKERNA
ERCI7 15s) SRILE nro) I5R(I0F nre) TORCEOL nre) TOORT7hre

0723 1823 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course 023(T).

0732 1832 On various courses at various speeds approaching
TULAGI HARBOR.

0744 18L4 Sunset.
0759 1859 Darkxened ship.

0800 1900 Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR in 27 fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on the
following bearings: left tangent MAKAMBO ISLAND 344(T),
FRONT RANGE LIGHT 0734(T), REAR RANGE LIGHT OWLLi(T).
Ships present: BELLATRIX ‘SOPA). USAT FUNSTON, 5/8
ROBERT FEARY (U.S.), S/S JOSEPH MeKENNA (U.S.], Uss
ALCHIBA, MAJABA, the U.S. destroyers GRAYSON (SOF des-
troyers), RUSSELL, CASE, REID and MEADE, plus U.S. and
N.Z. lnail eraft. The destroyers are in readiness as
a striking group, one on patrol off harbdbor entrance,
others anchored ln berths handy for rapid sortle.

o8l2 1912 USS NAVAJC moored alongside starboard side to fuel.
0835 1935 Commenced discharging ocarsgo.

0930 2030 Completed fueling NAVAJO, having discharged 19,806
gallons dlesel oil.

1010 2110 Received signal from the Naval Signal Station ashore
that unidentified anes were in area.
Darkened ship completely.

1027 2127 Recelived "All clear” signal from the Naval Olignal
Jtatlon ashore, and resumed dischargling cargo.

1200 2300 Completed discharging cargo for the anight., Darkened
ship completely.
«l5« Q-(



Jan 30+ X . Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR.
an.

¢.0.T. L.C.T.

1810 0510 Cut in degaussing gear.

1835 0535 Underway from anchorage in TULAGI HAXBOR on various
courses at various speeds to unloading point, followed
at intervals by S/5 JOSEFH McKENNA and the U.S.A.T.
FUNSTON. The FEARY remaining at anchor TULAGI for
unloading. The five destroyers underway ahead and
making sound sweep of waters to be traversed by ships.
Standard speed is 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.). The US5 MEADE
joined this vessel as A/S screen.

1836 0536 Set Readiness Condition III.

1847 0547 Ahead standard speed.

1855 0555 Set course 203(T).

1900 0600 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.
1907 0607 Sunrise. Lighted ship.

2000 0700 Ceased zig-zagcing, approaching anchorage off LUNGA
BEACH.

2018 0718 Anchored off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, in 27
fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chalin to the port

anchor, on the following bearings: right t LUNGA
POINT 266(T), right tangent SAVO ISLAND 323(T), BEAGCON
»3® 206(T).

2025 0725 Resumed unloading operations. FUNSTON anchored off
TENARU .

2058 0758 S/5 JOSEFH MoKENNA anchored 600 yards eastward of this
vessel.

Jan. 10
04L00 1500 Completed discharging all cargoe from #4 hold.,

0617 1717 5/8 JOSEFH McKEMNA, eescorted by USS REID, underway
for night retirement in TULAGI HARBOR; FUNSTON also
underway .

0628 1728 Underway, escorted by USS MEADE (602), from anchorage
of f LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, prooeeding to
TULAGI HARBOR, on various courses at various speeds.
Standard speed 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.).

0630 1730 Status of Ship Unloading:

| 79% (32 hrs) %Jl nrs) % hrl)%) nrs) |
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:EEB%EZ 10, 19L3 (Continued)

0633
064,0
0705

0747
0751

ogoz2
0805

0815
0830

0936

1007
1035

1100
1105

1117

1733
1740
1805

1847

1851

1902
1905

1915
1930

2036

2107
2135

2200
2205

2217

Ahead standard speed; set course 023(T).
Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance with Flan #8,

Ceased zig-zagging and came to course 020(T), due to
heavy rain squall with visibility limited at times
to 500 yards.

Sunset.

On various courses at various speeds approaching
TULAGI HARBOR.

Darkened ship.

Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR in 27 fathoma of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on the
following bearings: left tangent TULAGI ISLAND 349(T),
REAR RANGE O443(T). Ships present: BELLATRIX (SOPA),
ALCHIBA, MAJABA, USAT FUNSTCN, S/S JOSEFH MoKENNA and
ROBERT PKARY the destroyers GRaIBOH RUSSELL, MEADE,
CASE and HIID. plus various small oraft of the U.3. and
N.Z. Navies. 5Ship in Readiness Condition IV and
Engineering Department ready to get underway, if
required. Destroyers in readiness as a striking group,
one on patrol off harbor entrance, others ian berths
handy for rapid sortie, if required.

Secured degnussing gear.

YAG 24 came alongside to starboard to receive fresh
water,

YAG 24 underway from alongside, having recelived 3,500
gallons of fresh water.

Completely darkened ahip.

Keceived "Alert" signal from ashore - unidentified
aircraft in vicinity.

Received "All Clear”™ signal from ashore.

Recelived Comnavact Solomon's 100732, reporting the
"TOKIO EXFRESS"™ of 8 DD's (Jap) expected to arrive
CAFE ESPFERANCE at midnight and arranging the stationing
of special striking forces of MTB's to greet theam.

Verified over TBY that our DD's had above zessage ani
had taken preparatory cautiom.

=17~ a\‘%
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Jamuary 10, 1943 (Continued)
an .

¢.C.T. L.C.T,
1130 2230 Tug YT 130 camne along starboard side to receive
diesel fuel.

1205 2305 Tug YT 130 completed fueling and shoved off from
alongside, having received 500 gallons diesel oil.

Jan5£§5 11, 1943 Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR.
an.

1805 0505 Cut in degaussing gear.
1830 0530 Set Readiness Condition III.

1832 0532 Underway from anchorage in TULAGI HARBCR on various
courses at various speeds, fcllowed at intervals by
the 5/5 McKENNA, USAT FUNSTON and the 8/5 FPEARY. The
five destroyers underway and giving the immediate area
to be traversed by ships a careful sound sweeping.
Standard speed is 13.2 knots (70 r.pe.m.). The USS
MEADE joined as this vessel's A/5 screen.

1846 0546  Ahead standard speed.

1853 0553 Set course 203(T).

1900 0600 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

1908 0608 Sunrise. Lighted ship.

2015 0715 Anchored off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, in 28
fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of chaln to the re
anochor on the following bearings: Beacon "3" 2033(T),
right tangent LUNGA FOINT 261(T), right tangent
GUADALCANAL ISLAND 293 3/4(T).

2020 0720 The FUNSTON anchored off TENARUBEACH.

2026 0726 Resumed unloading operatiocas.

2035 0735 §8/5 JOSEFPH McKENNA anchored 600 yards eastward this
vessel.

2105 0805 §/8 ROBERT FEAKRY anchored off TENARU BEACH.
2155 0855 Commenced disocharging UV.S. mall from #5 hold.
Jan. 11

0000 1100 Completed discharging U.S5. mall, havinz discharged
1125 sacks.

=18~ -;;L'/




i U P (Continued)
0505 1605 U.S.A.T. FUNSTON, having completed unloading, de-
parted the area with the USS GRAYSON (Comdr. F.J.RELL)
and the RUSSELL as escorts, forming Task Unit 62.6.15,
as had been directed in SOPA's (CTU 62.4.2) des-
patech 102330.

0530 1630 5/S ROBERT PEARY underway for night retirement,
TULAGI HARBOR, escorted by USS CASE.

0532 1632 S/5 JOSEPH MoKENNA underway for night retirement,
TULAGI HARBOR, escorted by USS REID.

0630 1730 Status of Ship Unloading, TASK UNIT 62.4.2.

BELLATRIX {%ﬁ%% MHcKENNA FUNSTON
GIE(LOA hrs) 7 hrs) SO%(27% hrs) YOOUR(7L hrs)

0647 1747 Underway from anchorage off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL
ISLAND, on various courses at various speeds proceed-
ing to TULAGI HARBOR. Standard speed 13.2 knots
(70 repem.). Escorted by U.S5. destroyer MEADE.

0648 1748 Ahead standard speed; set course 023(T).
0655 1755 Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance with Flan p8.

0721 1821 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course, due to
heavy rain squall closing in.

0743 1843 Sunset.
0803 1903 Darkened ship.

0808 1908 Cn various courses at various speeds approaching
TULAGI HARBOR.

0825 1925 Anchored inm TULAGI HARBOR in 27 fathous of water
with 60 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on
the following bearings: left tangent TULAGI ISILUND
191(T), left t nt MAXAMBO ISLANKD 329(T), TULAGI
ISLAND LIGHT 269(T). Ships present: USS BELLATHIX
(SOPA), ALCHIBA, MAJABA, 5/5 ROBERT FEAKY, 5/8
JOSEFH McKENNA, the destroyers MEAIE, GABi and
REID, and various small craft of the U.S. and N.Z.
Navies. 35hip in Readiness Conditiom IV, with
Engineer Department ready to get underway on instant
notice. Destroyers in readiness as a striking group,
one on patrol off harbor entrance, others in berths
handy for rapid sortie, if required.
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Jan

Jan. 11
1810

1831

1840
1847

1910
1952
2003
2010

2017
204L2

2100
2400
Jan. 12
0256
0408

0615

12

0510
0531

0540
0547

0610
0652
0703
0710

0717
0742
0800
1200
1356

1508

1715

Anchored in TULAGI HARBOR.

Cut in degaussing gear.

Underway from anchorage in TULAGI HAXBOR, on variocus
courses at various speeds proceeding to unloading
point. Standard speed is 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.). The
S/S McKENNA and S/S PEARY following. The three (3)
destroyers underway ahead, sound sweeping the area to
be traversed by the ships. The USS MEADE later Jjoined
as A/S screen.

Ahead standard speed. Set Readiness Condition III.

Set course 203(T). Commenced zig-zagging in accord-
ance with Plan #8.

Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Ceased zig-zagging and steadied on course 178(7T).
Changed course to 202(T).

Anchored off LUNGA BEACH, GUADALCANAL ISLAND, in 263
fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of ochain to the star-
board anchor on the following bearings: LUNGA BEACH
265(T), right tangent SAVO ISLAND 3228(T), CAFE
ESPERANCE 293¢(T).

Resumed discharging cargo and teking aboard materials
for salvage purposes.

8/8 JOSEFH MoKENNA anchored to the eastward about
600 yards.

5/8 HOBERT FEARY anchored off TENARU BEACH.

By CTU 62.4.2 despateh 111118 (Jan.), the CASE (Comdr.
BERTWELL), REID, 5/S ROBERT PEAKY and S/8 JOSEFH
McKENNA formed TASKUNIT 62.4.12.

Completed unloading #3 hold.

Completed unloading operations; the last load coming
out of #1 hold.

co-rlotod loading approximately 1000 sacks of U.S.
pall in #5 hold, the last cargo toc be brought aboard.

-20=-
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Jan 12, 1 (Continued)

0630 1730

0657 1757
0658 1758
0702 1802
0703 1803
0706 1806
0709 1809
0734 1834
0736 1836
0744 1844
0759 1859
0900 2000
0904 2004
0905 2005
1050 2150
J 1

an.

1310 0010
1436 0136
1555 0255
1610 0310

Status of Ship Unlocading:-

%%%&é%%§§ hrs) ggiaf6h hrs) §§§ E;ei hrs)

Underway from unloading point off LUNGA BEACH, GUADAL-
CANAL ISLAND, with USS MEADE as escort and anti-sub-
marine soreen, in accordance with orders of Comtaskunit
62.4.2 in BELLATRIX, proceeding to sea. Standard speed
i2 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.).

Set course 080(T).

Ahead standerd speed.

Changed course to 077(T).

Changed course to 0BO(T).

Set Readiness Condition III.

Changed course to 090(T).

Entered western entrance to LEINGO CHANMNEL.

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position: Lat, 9-22-45 5., Long. 160-29-45 E.

Changed course to 100(T).
Secured degaussing gear.
Changed course to 132(7).

Moon set.
Changed course to 090(T).

MEAIDE reported radar surface contaet bearing 130(T),
distance B8 miles, believed to be ALIITA ISLAND.

MEADE reported two surface craft bearing 60° relative,
distance 6 miles, proceeding at 15 knots. Ships were
not sighted by us. Believed to be the islands mentioned

adbove. <21 ;2‘7 |



Jggugfg 13, 1943 (Continued)
an.

;CCCTO LCCOT‘

1807 0507
1815 0515
1855 0555
2100 0800
2103 0803
Jan, 13
0100 1200
0738 1838
0753 1853
0830 1930
0900 2000

Set Readiness Condition I (Special).
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

Sunrise. Lighted ship. Secured from Readiness Con-
dition I (Special), set Condition III.

Ship's position: lLat. 10-27-00 S., Long. 162-38-30 E.
Sighted a B-17E, bearing 100(T), distance 5 miles.
Ship's gition: Lat, 11-03-15 3., Long. 163-13-00 E.
UIaEnnoo made good since 1757, Jan. 12, 1943, 230.5
miles.

Suneet.

Darkened ship.

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

Ship's position: Lat. 12-14-00 8., Long. 164-21-30 E.

:‘ngéfi 14, 1943 Underway at sea.
an.

1800 0500
1806 0506
1835 0535

184L0 0540 -

1930 0630
2003 0703
2100 0800
2245 0945
Jan. 14

0100 1200

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.
Set Readiness Condition I (Special).
Changed standard speed to 13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.).

Sunrise. Lighted ship. Secured from Readiness Con-
dition I (Special), set Conditiom III.

Sighted right tangent of ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, bearing
151 3/4(T).

Changed base course to 110(T).
Ship's position: Lat. 14-27-30 S,, Long. 166-26-00 E,
Changed base course to 120(T).

Shie's position: Lat., li4-43-15 5., Long. 167-01-30 E.
stance made good since 1200, Jan. 13, 1943 339.3

-22= 9\?




b 3 1 (Continued)

0209 i369' Changed base course to 171(T).
0216 1316 Held emergency drills: fire, damage control, abandoa

to to ship, and fire and rescue.

0300 1400

0355 1455 GSighted a convoy of 8 ships dead ahead, on oppcsits
course.

0420 1520 Exchanged challenges and calls with Task Group 62.7,~-
Oroup Commander in CRESCENT CITY.

0509 1609 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.
0512 1612 Changed course to 200(T).

0515 1615 Cut in degaussing gear.

0521 1621 Changed course to 220(T).

0533 1633 On various courses at various speeds approaching SEGOND
CHANNEL, ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND.

0605 1705 Entered channel, passing through mine [fleld.
0623 1723  Passed through anti-submarine net.
0658 1758 Anchored near Berth A-9, in SEGOND CH.NNEL, ESPIRITU
SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES, in 9 fathoms of water with
60 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on the fol-
lowing bearings: right tun?ont AORE ISLAND 196(T),
LUGANVILLE FPLAG STAFF 2314(T), left tangent AORE ISLAND
0874(T). Distance made good simce 1200, Jan. 14, 1943,
62.5 miles.
0709 1809 Set Readiness Conditiom IV.
0710 1810 Secured degaussing gear.
Jan 15, 1 Anchored off Berth A-9, in SEGOND CHANNEL, ESFINRITU
O ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES.
Jan. 14

0500 1600 Made preparations for getting underway, to shift anchor-
age into Berth A-9.

0522 1622 Underway to shift anchorage 400 yards to NW, on various
gourses at varicus speeds.
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Janu 8. 2 (Continued)

0536 1636 Anchored in Berth A-9, SEGOND CHANNEL, ESFIRITU
SANTO ISLAND, in 16 fathoms of water with L5 fathoms
of chain to the starboard anchor on the rollowin?
bearings: Beacon "G" 0213(T), Beacon "H" 166 1/4(T),
Beacon "J" 302(T).

0620 1720 Commenced loading cargo.

Janu 16, 1

an.

2115 " 0815 USS FUNSTON underway and standing out.
Jan. 1

0230 1330 Set all ship's clocks ahead one hour to conform to
-12 zone time.

0345 1545 Made preparations for getting underway.

0355 1555 Cut in degaussing gear.

0419 1619 VUnderway from Berth A-9, in SEGOND CEANNEL, ESPIRITU
SANTO ISLAND, in accordance with COMSCFAC's despatoh
152312 (Jan.), enroute SiAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA,- on
various courses at various speeds proceeding to sea.
Standard speed is 13.2 knots (70 r.p.m.).

OL4LS 1645 Passed through anti-submarine net.

0511 1711 Exercised at General Quarters.

0520 1720 With right tangent TUTUBA ISLAND bear 3384(T), and
left tangent TUTUBA ISLAND bearing 0454(T), took de-
parture and set course 1l16(T). Comzenced zig-zagging
in accordance with FPlan #8.

0521 1721 Secured from General Quarters, set Conditiom III.

0628 1828 1Ipcreased standard speed to 13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.).

0644 18L4 Changed base course to 115(T).

0727 1927 Sunset,

0742 1942 Darkened ship.

0800 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 15-51-00 8., Long. 167-4i4~45 S,

0830 2030 Set 5" gun wateh in addition to regular Conditiom III.

o2~
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January 16, 1
2152

0952

1012
1020

Jan. 16
1455

1720
1730
1821
1825
2000

2007
2015
2100
2155
2159
2202
2204
2213
2220
2242

2212
2220

0255
0520
0530
0621
0625
0800

0807
to
0815
0900
1025
1029
1032
1034
1043
1050
1112

1

(Continued)

Ceased zig-zagging and chunged course to 110(T),
entering SELWYN STRAIT, between FENTECOST and
AMBRYM ISLANDS.

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

Changed base course to 082(T), and passed out of

SELWYN STRAIT.

Enrcute singly ESPIRITU S.NTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,
0 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, on base course 082(T), at
standard speed 13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.). Zig-zagging
in accordance with FPlan #8. Ship fully darkened and
in Condition 1III, with 5" gun manned in addition.

Mocn set,

Ceased zig-zegging and resumed base course.

Set Readiness Condition I (Specisl).

Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8,

Sunrise.

Lighted ship.

Secured from Condition I(Special ), set Conditiocm III.

h .. 'itlon: hto 15-52-00 3.. Mnso 170-1'“-% E.
SSéES'a E=

se course to 081(T).

Held emergency drills: abandon ship.

Set all
-12 hr.

Chanzed
Changed
Changed
Changed
Changed
Changed

Resumed

ship's clocks ahead 30 minutes to conforam to
30 min. zone time.

speed
speed
speed
speed
speed
speed

to
to
to
to
to

to

standard

l14.1 knots (75 r.p.m.).

15 knots (80 r.p.=s.).

15.5 knots (8) r.p.a.).

15.8 knots (85 r.p.m.).

15.5 knots (8) r.p.a.).

15 knots (B0 r.p.m.).

speed 13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.).
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Jgﬁgagz 18, 1943 Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTC ISLAND, NEW HEHRIDES,

Jan.
1510

1526
1700
1705
1751

1802
1930
2030

2230
2315

Jan.
0647

0702
0715
0945

0948

17

0340
0356
0530
0535
0621

0632
0800
0900

1115

1200

18

1932
1947
2000

2230

223)

18

to SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.

Moon set.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.
Comuenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.
Set Readiness Condition I (Special).
Secured from Readiness Condition I (Special), set
Condition III.
Sunrise. Lighted ship.
Ship's position: Lat, 15-07-00 S,, Long. 175=14=00 E.
Set all ship's clocks ahead 15 minutes to conform to
=12 hr. 45 min. zone time.
Changed base course to 090(T).
Shlg'l position: Lat. 14-58-30 S., Long. 176-05-30 E.
stance made good since 1200, Jan. 17, 1943, 293 miles.

Sunset,
Darkened ship.
Ship's position: Lat., 14-58-30 8., Long. 177-37-00 K.
Sighted two ships bdearing 075(T) and 0BO(T), respec~
tively.
Exchanged challenges and calls with USJ BREESE and
USS POCOMOKE, which passed abeaxm to port, distance
adbout 3 miles, on southerly course.

1 (Repeated) Enroute singly ESPFIRITU SANTO ISLAND,

HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.
(NOTB:~- Due to crossing the Internatiocnal Date Line,
from WEST to EAST, the 1l8th, of January, 194), i»
being repeated and the time being kept by ship's
clocks is automatically changed from -12 hr. 45 =in.
zone time to plus 1l hr. 15 min. zone time).
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Jan
an.

G.c .T .
1542
1645
1645
1745

1749

1845
1915
2015

2255

Jan, 19
0256
0628
0643
0755

1621
1625
1723
1725
1855
1955

18, 1 (Repeated) (Continued)

L.C.T.
0427

0530
0530
0630
0634

0730
0800
0900

1200

1601

1933
1948
2000

C526
0530
0628
0630
0800
0500

Moon set. Ceasged zig-zagzing and resumed base ocourse.
Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #8.

Set Condition I (Special).

Sunrise.

Secured from Conditicn I (Special), set Conditiom III.
Lighted ship.

Crossed the 180th. meridian from West to East.
Shig'. ﬂlitlm: L‘tl 15"05"30 S.' InonSO 179-5‘0"00 '.

Set all ship's clocks ahead 30 minutes to conform to
plus 10 hr. 55 min. zone time.

hip's position: Lat, 15-03-00 3., Long. 179-06-30 W.

stance made good since 1200, Jan. 18, 1943, 284.2
miles,

el W S G et
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position: Lat. 15-02-00 5., Long. 177-25-00 W,

Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTC ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,
o SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.

Moon set.

Se: Condition 1 (Special).

Sunrise. Lighted ship.

Seoured from Condition I (Special), set Conditiom III.
Ship's position: Lat. 14-56-00 5., Long. 174-58-0C ¥,

Set all ship's clocks ahead 20 mimutes to comform to
plus 10 hr. 35 min. zone time.
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Janu 1 . | (Continued)

2235 1200 Ship's sition: Lat. 14-51-30 3., Long. 174-12-00 W.
Bfaganoo made good since 1200, Jan. 18, 1943, 283.8
miles,

Jan. 20
0015 1340 Changed base course to 090(T).

0L20 1745 Sighted a "Kingfisher"™ observation plane on patrol.
Plane circled ship and dipped its wings, in answer to
challenge.

0607 1932 Sunset.

0622 1947 Darkened ship.

0635 2000 Ship's position: Lat, 15-00-00 S., Long. 172-41-00 W.

0646 2011 Changed speed to 1l knots (58 r.p.m.).

0720 2045 Resumed standard speed l13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.).

0845 2210 Sighted light bearing 140(T).

0847 2212 Exchanged challenges and ealls with USS "YOE9™.

| January 20, ligE Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTC ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,

o SAN DIEGC, CALIFORNIA.

1525 0450 Changed base course to 090(T).

1605 0530 Set Condition I (Special).

1632 0557 Moun set.

1659 0624 Sighted TUTUILA ISLAND, SAMOAN GROUFP, bearing J350(T),
distance about 51 milen.

1706 0631 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Conditiom I11I.
Lighted ship. |

1718 0643 Sighted 4 planes (Brewster fighters), bearing 310(T), |
out on patrol from PAGC PAGO. 1

1725 0650 Two of the above planes circled overhead; challenges
exchanged.

1835 0800 Ship's position: lLat. 15-08-00 5., Long. 170-16-30 W,

1930 0855 Sighted TAU ISLAND, bearing 039(T), and MANUA ISLANDS, ‘
bearing 036(T), distance about 5% miles. l
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January 20, 1943 (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITT SANTO ISLAND,

.0.7. L.C.T.
1935 0900
2220 1200
2315 1255

Jan. 21
0505 1845
0506 1846
0550 1930
0552 1932
0607 1947
0620 2000
0635 2015

January 21, 1
1550 0530
1650 0630
1657 0637
1820 0800
1920 0900
2200 1200

Jan. 22
0233 163}
0402 1802
04LLO 1840

NEW HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.

Set all ship's clocks ahead 15 minutes to conform to
plus 10 hr. 20 min. zone time.

.%%l¥l5_22!l§i22= Lat, 15-08-00 S., Long. 169-42-00 W,
stance made good since 1200, Jan. 19, 1943, 264L.5
miles,

Left tangent TAU ISLAND abeam to port, distance 52 miles.
Cut in port main engine.

Changed standard speed to 13.4 knots (71 r.p.m.).
Changed standard speed to 1, knots (75 r.p.m.).
Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position: Lat. 15-08-00 S., Long. 168-15-00 W.
Changed standard speed to 15 knots (80 r.p.m.).

Set Condition I (Special).

Sunrise. Lighted ship. Secured from Condition I
(Special), set Conditiom III.

Changed base course to 084L(T).
Ship's position: Lat, 15-05-00 5., Long. 165-29-45 W,

Set all ship's clocks ahead 20 minutes to coafors to
plus 10 zone time.

8 's 8 : Lat, 15=-00-00 8., Long. 164-28-00 W.
stance made good since 1200, Jan. 20, 194), 288.8

ailes,

Changed base course to 04L6(T).

Changed standard speed to 14 knots (74 r.p.=.).

Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.
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Janu - P (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO 1SLAND,
. - - - . - m MBRIDEQ' tO Sl\l\' :}IEGO’ CALIFOM\'IA.
Jan, 22
0532 1932 Sunset,
0547 1947 Darxened ship.
0600 2000 Ship's position: lat. 1l4=25-45 5., Long. 163-12-45 W,
0620 2020 Mocnrise.
0730 2130 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.
January 22, 1943

Jan.
1540 0540 Set Condition I (Special).

1630 0630 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Conditiom III.
1633 0633 Sunrise. Lighted ship.

1800 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 12-54-30 S,, Long. 161-13-00 W.
1816 0816 Changed base course to OLL(T).

2200 1200 Ship's sition: Lat, 12-25-37 S., Long. 160-27-00 W,
5Ia£anoa made good since 1200, Jan, 21, 1643, 299.5
miles.

2320 1320 Changed base course to O04L1(T).

Jan. 23
0509 1909 Sunset.

0524 1924 Darkened ship.
0552 1952 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0600 2000 SEIQ'I ggnltioa: Lat. 11=10=00 5., Long. 159=32-30 Ww.
changze 88 course to OLB(T).

Q6l8 2018 Moonrise.

0712 2112 Commenced zig-zageing in sccordance with FPlan p8.
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January 23, 1943 Enroute singly ESFIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,

G.c.Tl L.C.T.

1530
1627

1630
1800
1900

2145
Toks2
0507
0545
0552
0642
0702

1525
1615

1617
1745
2145

24

0530
0627

0630
0800
0900

1200

1907
1922
2000
2007
2057
2117

2
0540
0630

0632
0800
1200

to SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.
Set Condition I (Special).

Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition
III., Lighted ship.

Sunrise.

Ship's position: Lat. 9-41-00 5., Long. 157-42-)0 W,

Set all ship's clocks ahead 15 minutes to confora to
plus 9 hr. 45 min. zone time. Changed base course to

039(T).

Ship's position: Lat. 8-54-30 3., Long. 157-06-30 W.
stance made good since 1200, Jan, 22, 1943, 287.2
miles,

Sunset.

Darkened ship.

Ship's position: Lat, 7-38-00 5., Long. 156-07-00 W.
Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.
Moonrise.

Commenced zig-zageing in accordance with Flan #8.

Set Condition I (Special).

Secured fram Condition I (Special), sel Condition III.
Lighted ship.

Sunrise.
Ship's position: Lat. 5-48-30 5., Long. 154-39-00 Ww.

Shle's position: Lat., 5-07-00 5,, Long. 154-12-00 W,
stance made good since 1200, Jan. 23, 1943, 284.5
miles.

2
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Jnngﬁgx g%, 1943 (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,
+UsT. L.C.T, NEW HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.
Jan. 25

0L35 1850 Sunset.

0450 1905 Darkened ship.

0532 1947 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course,

0545 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 3-54-00 5., Long. 15:-15-00 W,

Q715 2130 Moonrise,
0730 2145 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan p8.

January 2 1
1115 0530 Set Condition I (Special).

1210 0625 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Lighted ship.

1213 0628 Sunrise.

1745 0800 Ship's sition: lat, 1-55-00 5., 151-53-00 W,
Changed %Eu course to 04L1(T).

1845 0900 Set all ship's clocks ahead 5 minutes to conform to plus
9 hr. 40 min. zone time.

2140 1200 Ship's sition: Lat. 1-13-30 S5,, Long. 151-27-00 W,
E'IsEnnoo made good since 1200, Jan. 24, 1943, 286.5
miles,

2228 1248 Changed base course to 04L5(T).

Jan. 26

o418 1838 Sunset,

0433 1853 Darkened ship.

0511 1931 Ceased zig~-zagging and resumel base course.

0540 2000 Ship's positionm: Lat. 00-01-00 5., Long. 150-16-00 W,

0541 2001 Crossed the EQUATOR from SOUTH to NORTE in longitude
156-16-00 W,

0744 2204 Noonrise,

0757 2215 Commenced zigezagzing in accordance with Flan #8.

"




January 26, 1943 ZEnroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,
.C.T. L.C.T. to SAN DIEGO, CALIFCRNIA.

0900 0320 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0915 0335 Commenced zig-zagzing in accordance with Flan #8.
1116 0536 Set Condition I (Special).

1207 0627 Sunrise. Lighted ship.

1210 0630 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
1740 0800 Ship's position: Lat, 2-00-00 N., Long. 148-39-00 W.

1757 0817 Changed base course to 04L6(T).

1840 0900 Set mll ship's clocks ahead 5 minutes to coaform to
plus 9 hr. 35 min. zone time.

2135 1200 Ship's position: Lat. 2-39-00 N., Long. 148-01-00 W.
Ius ance made good since 1200, Jan. 25, 1943, 310.5
les.

2337 1402 Changed base course to 000(T).
2339 1404 Let g0 a bunch of balloons for AA target practioce.
2340 1405 Commenced riring 20 MM's; no hits. Hard left rudder.

2342 1407 Commenced firing 3" .50 cal. guns; no hits, Steadied
on course 310(T).

2344 1409 Ceased firing.
2345 1411 Steadied on course 340(T).
2348 1413 Left 15o rudder. Commenced second r™un.

2349 1L14 Steadied on course JO7(T). Commenced firing 20 WM's;
one hit soored.

2350 1415 Commenced firing )" .50 eal. guns; no hits,

2352 1417 Ceased firing. Rounds of am=unition expended: 420 rounds
20 MM target ammunition, 20 rounds 3" .50 coal. service
azmunition.

2353 1418 Resumed base course 0LO(T), and commenced zig-zagging
in accordance with Plan #8.
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January 26,1943 (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTC ISLAND,
NEW HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGC, CALIFORNIA.
Jan. 27
G.C.7T. L.C.T.
0032 1457 Sighted ship bearing 080(T), distance about 74§ wiles,
on opposite course. Identified as a Liberty ship,
vut did not answer challenge,

0310 1735 Sizhted cargo vessel bearing 095(T), distance about
12 miles. Later identified as the S/S FAIRISLE (U.S.).

0400 1825 Sunset.
0415 1840 Darkened ship.

0442 1917 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base course O04L6(T).

0535 2000 Ship's ngzgt;on: Lat, 3-58-00 N., Long. 146-37-00 W,
ange gse course to 038(T).

0815 2240 Moonrise.
0840 2305 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.

January 2 1
1511 0536 Set Condition I (Special).

1555 0620 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition II1I.
Lighted ship.

1558 0623 Sunrise.
1735 0800 Ship's Egaltlog: Lat. 6«03-00 N., Long. l44=-57-00 W.

1835 0900 Set all ship's clocks ahead 5 winutes to confora to
plus 9 hr, JO min. zone time.

2130 1200 Ship's sition: Lat, 6-39-00 N., Long. l&4-27-00 W,
Bz;glnoo made good since 1200, Jan. 26, 194, 310.6
miles.

2340 1410 Changed base course to O44(T).
Jan. 28

0352 1812 Sunset.

0407 1823 Darxened ship.

0430 1900 Ceansed zig-zagging and resumed base course.
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Janug;i 27, 1943 (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTC ISLAND,
an., NEW HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGC, CALIFORNIA.
¢.C.T. L.C.T.

0530 2000 Ship's sition: Lat. 7-47-00 N., Long. 143-50-00 W,
Changed EEIC course to 046(T).

0851 2321 Moonrise.

0914 2344 Commenced zlig-zagging in accordance with Flan g2.

Jan 28, 1
1504 0534 Set Condition I (Special).

1545 0615 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Condition III.
Lighted ship.

1549 0619 Sunrise.
1730 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 9-30-00 N., Long. 142-10-30 W.

1830 0900 Set all ship's clocks ahead 5 minutes to coaform to
plus 9 hr. 25 min. zone time.

2125 1200 Sfig'! position: Lat. 10-08-00 N., Long. 141-42-00 W,
stance made good since 1200, Jan., 27, 1943, 289.7

miles,
Jan. 2'9
0326 1801 Sunset.

0341 1816 Damrkened ship.
0425 1900 Ceansed zig-zagging and resumed base course 04L6(T).
0525 2000 Ship's positiom: Lat. 11-12-00 N., Long. 140-35-30 W,




January 29, 1943 Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND, NEW HEBRIDES,
to SAN DIEGC, CALIFORNIA.

3.COT. LOCUTC
0932 0007 Moonrise.

1038 0113 Comuenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #8.
1456 0531 Set Conditiocn I (Special).

1545 0620 Sunrise. Secured from Condition I (Special), set
Condition 1II. Lighted ship.

1725 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 12-56-00 N., Long. 138-53-00 W.

1804 0900 Set all ship's clocks ahead 21 mintes to conform to
plus 9 hr. 4 min. 2one time.

2104 1200 Ship's position: Lat, 13-36-30 N., Long. 138-24-00 W,
Uiaganoe made good since 1200, Jan. 28, 1943, 295.5
miles.

Jan. 30
0143 1639 Cut out starboard engine to make minor repalrs to same.
Reduced speed to 1l knots (58 r.p.m.).

0147 1643 Cut in starboard engine and resumed standard speed
14 knots (74 ropaﬂt) .

0320 1816 Sunset.

0335 1831 Darkened ship.

0412 1908 Ceased zig-zageing and resumed base course,.

o418 1914 Changed base course to 053(T).

0504 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 1l4-34-00 N., Long. 137-43-00 W,

Janu 0, 1§
1018 0114 Mocnrise.
1048 0144 Cozasenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan ¢8,
1449 0545 Set Condition I (Special).

1532 Oc28 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Conditiom III. |
Lighted ship.

1534 0630 Suarise. ]
1615 0711 Chunged base course to 04L5(T).

-36- U 2
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J 0, 1 (Continued). Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,
3 . % NEW HEBRIDES, to SAN DIEGO, CALIFCRNIA.

lc. - .cCTl

1704 0800 Ship's position: Lat. 16-03-00 N., Long. 135-47-00 W,

1804 0900 Set all ship's clocks ahead 8 minutes to conform to
plus 8 hr. 56 min. zone time.

2056 1200 Ship's position: Lat. 16-38-00 N., Long. 135-15-00 W.
bIBElﬂOO made good since 1200, Jan. 29, 1943, 263
miles.

2317 1421 Sig?ted an oll tanker bearing OL2(T), distance adout
9 miles.

2334 1438 Exchanged challenges and calls with the USS TALLULAN.

2341 1445 TALLULAH passed abeam to port on opposite course,
distance 1500 yards.
Jan. 31

0251 1755  Sunset.

0306 181C Darkened ship.

0341 1845 Ceased zig-zageing and resumed base course O0L5(T).
0456 2000 Ship's position: Lat. 17-57-30 N., Long. 134-19-30 W.

Japua s e
1106 0210 Moonrise.
1421 0525 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan pé&.
1441 0545 Set Comnditiom I (Speciel).

1521 0625 Secured from Condition I (Special), set Conditiom III.
Lighted ship.

1522 0630 Suarise.
1656 Q800 Ship's position: Lat. 19-34-30 N., Long. 132-16-00 W,
1712 0816 Chanzed base ocourse to O043(T).

1756 0900 Set all ship's cloocks ahead 25 minutes to coanform to
8 nr. 31 . Zone time.

2031 1200 Ship's position: Lat. 20-05-00 N., Long. 131-44-00 W.
Distance made good since 1200, Jan. 30, 1943, 291

miles. r 4 7 !




January 31, 1943 (Continued) Enroute singly ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,

Feb. 1

a\u'l‘ Er"-:‘

-;n'::‘To I.;;.Ta

0233
0248
0330
0431

1802 Sunset.

1817 Darkened ship.

BRIDES,

tc SAN DIEGO,

CALIFCRNIA.

1859 Ceased zig-zageging and resumed base course 0L3(T).

2000 Ship's position:

2 _;-——wtrfr-ﬁ-nﬂ
\ -

A
R. C. DOOLEY, !

Lat,

Lieut-Comdr., U.S.N.R.,

Diarist,

=38~

21-16-00 N., Long. 130-34-00 W.

e

W. ¥. DIETRICE,
saptain, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.

+
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